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DURHAM — Friends 
and family of the late Bob 
Beyfuss bid a fond farewell 
to the renowned columnist 
and ginseng expert during 
a public Celebration of Life 
at The Shamrock House on 
March 11.

Beyfuss, who penned 
the popular column “Week-
ly Gardening Tips” for the 
Greenville Pioneer and 
other local publications, 
died Jan. 12 from a massive 
heart attack while playing 
softball with his friends 
in Florida, where he spent 
winters.

The Shamrock House 
was packed for the teary 
celebration, with people 
coming from as far away as 
Wisconsin and Canada to 
share stories and memories.

“Bob was 72 on Jan. 
12, when he passed away. 
He was born on March 15, 
1950, in Jersey City,” said 
Beyfuss’ cousin Ken Ka-
vanagh, fondly known as 
“Cousin Ken,” who led the 

celebration.
“Bob was a loving, de-

voted father, grandfather 
and friend to all of us who 
knew him,” Kavanagh said. 
“His grandchildren knew 
him as ‘Grandbob,’ a mon-
iker he wore very proudly. 
All of his friends that had 
kids, he would be intro-
duced as ‘Grandbob,’ so 
Grandbob was Grandbob to 
everybody, not just his real 
grandkids, but to any of his 
friends who had children.”

In addition to his week-
ly column, Beyfuss was re-
tired from Cornell Cooper-
ative Extension of Greene 
County and a globally rec-
ognized expert on ginseng.  

“Until his retirement in 
2009, Bob worked at Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension 
here in Greene County,” 
Kavanagh said. “He was 
most widely known for his 
expertise in ginseng. He got 
into ginseng when he was 
going for his Master’s de-
gree at Cornell University. 
At that time, he didn’t know 
anything about ginseng — 
he talked to his advisors 
and they recommended he 

do research on ginseng and 
they said it would be pretty 
cool. He said he didn’t real-
ly want to do that but said 
he would. It was probably 
the best thing he ever did.”

Beyfuss became an 
advocate of ginseng and 
farming in natural areas, in-

cluding the woods. He trav-
eled extensively, sharing 
his knowledge of ginseng 
with others.

“It’s hard to know how 
many people were influ-
enced by Bob, but it’s easy 
to say there were at least 
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COXSACKIE — The 
first round of awardees in 
the NY Forward grant cy-
cle was announced and the 
village of Coxsackie is one 
of three big winners.

The village will receive 
a $4.5 million grant, with 
the villages of Kinderhook 
in Columbia County and 
Cambridge in Washing-
ton County each receiving 
$2.25 million.

Greenville had submit-
ted an application for a NY 
Forward grant through a 
volunteer grant committee 
but was not selected in this 

round of awards.
The NY Forward grant 

is new in the state in 2022 
and builds on the state’s ex-
isting Downtown Revital-
ization Initiative, or DRI, 
which is aimed at larger 
communities. NY For-
ward is a grant specifically 
geared to smaller towns.

“New York’s small 
towns are huge drivers in 
our state’s economy — 
that’s why we’re investing 
in local communities to 
give residents the jobs, the 
tools and the infrastructure 
they need to thrive,” Gov. 
Kathy Hochul said. “These 
investments will help the 
villages of Coxsackie, Kin-

derhook and Cambridge 
re-imagine their down-
towns, enhance quality of 
life for residents and vis-
itors, and create new job 
and business opportunities 
across the Capital Region.”

The NY Forward grant 
was announced by the state 
July 25 and gave applicants 
just shy of two months to 
submit their application. 
The state is awarding $10 
million to each of New 
York’s 10 regions, with 
two grants awarded in each 
region — one for $4.5 mil-
lion, which was awarded to 
Coxsackie in this cycle, and 
two smaller grants of $2.25 
million, which went to Kin-
derhook and Cambridge 
this go-round.

Coxsackie Mayor Mark 
Evans and members of 
the Downtown Coxsackie 
Committee were presented 
with the $4.5 million check 
on March 3. The funds will 
be used for the ongoing 
restoration, renovation and 
reinvention of the Reed 
Street Historic District.

“On behalf of residents 
of the village of Coxsack-
ie I want to thank Gov. 
Hochul for this generous 
grant,” Evans said as he 
accepted the award. “This 
grant will allow us to con-
tinue the revitalization of 
our village and continue the 
vision for our downtown/
waterfront area.”

The village’s grant 
application specified 14 
projects totaling over $57 
million of investments that 
could potentially be eligi-
ble for the grant’s funding, 

including establishment of 
a Capital Region/Hudson 
River Visitor’s Community 
Center; redevelopment of 
the Dolan Block on South 
River Street; incubating a 
local food and beverage 
scene; establishing a sce-
nic gateway to the Hudson 
River; and development 
of 70 downtown housing 
units.

Downtown Coxsackie 
and the Reed Street Histor-
ic District have been under-
going several years’ worth 
of renovations, including 
the state’s restoration of 
Riverside Park, which was 
completed last year; devel-
opment of a $15 million ho-
tel and event center by de-
veloper Aaron Flach, who 
is also renovating other 
sites on South River Street, 
including Patrick Henry’s 
Tavern; and storefronts 
along Reed Street.

The village’s downtown 
is a “compact and walk-
able” community that hosts 
events such as the Cox-
sackie Farmers Market and 
music concerts at the park 
each summer, according to 
the governor’s office.

“While one of many 
communities along the 
Hudson River, Coxsackie 
has perhaps the most pub-
licly accessible and lev-
el acreage with extensive 
views, a true front-porch 
feel,” according to a state-
ment from Hochul’s office. 
“A recent influx of new 
residents and job growth 
opportunities are helping to 
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COVID-19 death toll 
could reach 240,000

See page 9

We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
News about COVID-19 is chang-
ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
ably changed since we sent this 
paper to the printing presses. We 
encourage you, if possible, to 
visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/greenvillepioneer 
where we are sharing breaking 
news, closings and cancelations. 

To our readers,

Thank you, 
The Greenville Pioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―
Everyone is aware by now 
of mandates to practice so-
cial distancing, hand hygiene 
and other ways of preventing 
transmission of the coronavi-
rus, but here’s a possible dan-
ger you may not have thought 
of — spreading the virus 
through your trash.

Trash disposal was deemed 
an “essential” service by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo when he put 
strict regulations in place in 
the battle against COVID-19. 
But waste-disposal experts say 
there are risks if garbage is not 
handled and packaged proper-
ly — and that is a concern for 
them.

In Greenville, the town 
recycling center is open, but 
with limited hours. Town res-
idents needing to dispose of 
trash or recyclables can stop 
by the center from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday and Sat-
urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
the community safe, we ask 
that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Trash is a possible danger when it comes to spreading COVID-19.

Trash can pose 
COVID-19 risk

See TRASH, page 10

Schools 
remain 
closed

By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

GREENVILLE—Schoo l s 
will remain closed statewide 
through mid-April and the state’s 
fi rst temporary hospital was 
completed in New York City on 
Friday as New York remains the 
nation’s epicenter for the novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Schools will now remain 
closed statewide through April 
15. Schools across New York 
were ordered closed March 18 
through April 1 to be reassessed 
every two weeks. The state’s 
waiver was extended for school 
districts to receive state aid with-
out holding physical classes for 
180 days. 

During this time, schools are 
still required to provide continu-
ity of instruction, meals for stu-
dents and information on avail-
able childcare resources

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier,” 
said Greenville Central School 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland. “When the District 
receives additional guidance 
concerning the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, we will be able 
to share more details and answer 
additional questions, including 
those surrounding spring break, 
grading, and other regulatory 
requirements. We recognize the 
diffi culties faced by our students 
and families and ask for patience 
during these unprecedented 
times.”

“Our teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families have done an 
amazing job working together to 
keep our students engaged while 
schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
proposed budget amend-
ment that would cut local 
voices out of the solar per-
mitting process is moving 
forward despite pushback 
from Greene and Columbia 
county officials.

Negotiations are con-
tinuing on the proposed 
changes to siting solar and 
wind energy, known as the 
Accelerated Renewable 
Energy Growth and Com-
munity Benefit Act, said 
Jordan Levine, deputy com-
munications director for the 
energy and environment in 
the office of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“It is impossible to say 

if anything outside the 
normal will get done, but 
renewable energy siting is 
still on the table,” he said.

Since the budget amend-
ment was announced on 
Feb. 21, local officials have 
warned that changing so-
lar siting laws to abolish 
the existing review process 
would violate home rule 
and diminish local author-
ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
Supervisor Rick Hanse.

“We are at the mercy 
of the state whether they 
take it out of the budget, 

and should it pass, the state 
will have complete authori-
ty to override town zoning 
laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
ist.”

Hanse said local offi-
cials have been lobbying 
lawmakers to debate the 
proposed amendment sep-
arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 

the amount of ‘touch’ our drivers have on garbage.”
— CARMEN BARBATO JR., OWNER OF CARMEN BARBATO, INC.

O�  cials are 
concerned that the 
proposed changes 

could accelerate the 
development of solar 
farms across Greene 

and Columbia 
counties, including 

Hecate Energy’s 
proposed 700-acre 

facility in Copake and 
the Flint Mine solar 

project in Coxsackie.
See SOLAR, page 10
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We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
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ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
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urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
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that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 
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schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
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warned that changing so-
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would violate home rule 
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ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
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“We are at the mercy 
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laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
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cials have been lobbying 
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arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 
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FILE PHOTO    
This year’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade will be held in Greenville on 
Saturday, hosted by the Greenville Irish American Club, pictured 
in a file photo at the 2022 parade.

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region 
Independent Media

GREENVILLE — St. 
Patrick’s Day may have 
been last Friday, but there’s 
still time to get your Irish 
on at Saturday’s parade in 
Greenville.

All things Emerald 
Isle will be celebrated this 
weekend as the communi-
ty is expected to turn out 
in force for the annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade, host-
ed by the Greenville Irish 
American Club.

The parade will be held 
on March 25, beginning at 
St. John’s Roman Catholic 
Church, proceeding down 
Route 81, turning the cor-
ner at the intersection of 
Routes 81 and 32, and con-
cluding on the steps of the 
Greenville Public library.

“We will start at 1 p.m. 
at the church,” parade 
chairwoman Betty Hayden 
said. “Marchers will line 
up there beginning at 12:30 
p.m. and step-off is at 1 
p.m.”

The parade route used 
to be longer, but a couple of 
years ago the Irish Ameri-
can Club decided to shorten 
the route to accommodate 
some of the parade’s aging 
marchers, she said.

Dozens of groups are 
registered to march — 37 
of them including the fire 
companies, Boy Scouts, 
Girl Scouts, law enforce-
ment, high school marching 
bands from Greenville and 
Cairo-Durham, and more 
— and additional groups 
may participate as well.

The St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade is a long-standing 
tradition in Greenville, this 
year marking its 49th year.

The parade got off to a 
humble start.

“Some Irish farmer sold 
a cow and that was the 

money to start the first pa-
rade,” Hayden said. “What-
ever money they had they 
used to start the club and 
the parade.”

Local resident Anne 
Lafferty is the only club 
member from the original 
founding group to still be 
with the club that started 
five decades ago.

Hayden has been work-
ing on the parade for 23 
years and said she hopes it 
can continue even though 
the event’s organizers are 
getting on in years.

“We are keeping the 
Irish traditions alive,” she 
said. “It’s things like a pa-
rade or a concert or step 
dancer performances that 
keep the traditions alive.”

Turnout for the parade 
is typically high, but it all 
depends on the weather, 
she added.

“If the weather is nice, 
we get the crowds,” Hayden 
said. “It’s something that 
I don’t think many other 
towns are doing and we are 
trying to keep ours going, 
even if we can just go until 
next year to celebrate our 
50th.”

This year’s parade 
grand marshal will be Neil 
Wallace, a member of the 
Greenville Irish American 
Club.

“We always pick some-
one who participates and 
helps the club in various 
ways — someone we can 
depend on, someone who 
attends all the meetings and 
helps out and who we can 
depend on to run things,” 
Hayden said.

After the parade’s con-
clusion outside the library, 
everyone will head a cou-
ple of doors down to Scott 
M. Ellis Elementary School 
on Route 32 for a party and 
plenty of refreshments, all 
provided by the Greenville 
Irish American Club.
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A sign outside Coxsackie Village Hall announces the awarding 
of a $4.5 million NY Forward grant from the state.

Coxsackie awarded $4.5M 
NY Forward grant

Get your Irish on at 
St. Pat’s parade
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Bob Beyfuss died Jan. 12. Family and friends remembered him 
at a public Celebration of Life last Sunday.

County bids farewell to 
columnist Bob Beyfuss

See BEYFUSS, page A2

In Loving Memory of

Robert L. Beyfus
March 15, 1950 - January 12, 2023

“Doctor Bob”

FILE PHOTO
This year’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade will step off at 1 p.m., so 
get ready to get your Irish on! Pictured is a band from last 
year’s parade.



revive the village’s econo-
my, making further invest-
ment in arts, housing and 
entertainment and recre-

ation sectors possible. The 
village seeks to leverage its 
best attributes, including 
the area’s natural beauty 
and rural small-town feel, 
to create a community 

where people want to live, 
work and play. Coxsack-
ie will realize that vision 
through public improve-
ment projects, arts and 
culture enhancements, and 

improved and expanded 
housing options to further 
revitalization.”

Assemblyman Chris 
Tague, R-102, said the 
grant will impact the vil-

lage as well as the entire 
region.

“The village of Cox-
sackie is exceptional with 
vibrant economic growth 
and activity,” Tague said. 
“This investment will not 
only impact the village of 
Coxsackie but the entire re-
gion. I am honored to rep-
resent an area recognized in 
the NY Forward Program.”

The three grant 
awardees were selected 
from applications that came 
in from around the region. 
Criteria for selection in-
cluded compact downtown 
areas with well-defined 
boundaries; the ability to 
capitalize on prior or future 
private and public invest-
ment; job growth to attract 
workers to the area; an at-

tractive and livable com-
munity for diverse popula-
tions; a vision for the area 
that included a community 
engagement process; trans-
formative projects that 
would be nearly ready to 
commence with the infu-
sion of NY Forward funds; 
and the capacity to manage 
the planning process and 
implementation of projects.

The three villages — 
Coxsackie, Kinderhook 
and Cambridge — will next 
develop Strategic Invest-
ment Plans through a Local 
Planning Committee that 
will spearhead the project, 
look at local assets and 
opportunities, and identify 
projects that align with the 
community’s vision.
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COVID-19 death toll 
could reach 240,000

See page 9

We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
News about COVID-19 is chang-
ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
ably changed since we sent this 
paper to the printing presses. We 
encourage you, if possible, to 
visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/greenvillepioneer 
where we are sharing breaking 
news, closings and cancelations. 

To our readers,

Thank you, 
The Greenville Pioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―
Everyone is aware by now 
of mandates to practice so-
cial distancing, hand hygiene 
and other ways of preventing 
transmission of the coronavi-
rus, but here’s a possible dan-
ger you may not have thought 
of — spreading the virus 
through your trash.

Trash disposal was deemed 
an “essential” service by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo when he put 
strict regulations in place in 
the battle against COVID-19. 
But waste-disposal experts say 
there are risks if garbage is not 
handled and packaged proper-
ly — and that is a concern for 
them.

In Greenville, the town 
recycling center is open, but 
with limited hours. Town res-
idents needing to dispose of 
trash or recyclables can stop 
by the center from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday and Sat-
urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
the community safe, we ask 
that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Trash is a possible danger when it comes to spreading COVID-19.

Trash can pose 
COVID-19 risk

See TRASH, page 10

Schools 
remain 
closed

By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

GREENVILLE—Schoo l s 
will remain closed statewide 
through mid-April and the state’s 
fi rst temporary hospital was 
completed in New York City on 
Friday as New York remains the 
nation’s epicenter for the novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Schools will now remain 
closed statewide through April 
15. Schools across New York 
were ordered closed March 18 
through April 1 to be reassessed 
every two weeks. The state’s 
waiver was extended for school 
districts to receive state aid with-
out holding physical classes for 
180 days. 

During this time, schools are 
still required to provide continu-
ity of instruction, meals for stu-
dents and information on avail-
able childcare resources

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier,” 
said Greenville Central School 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland. “When the District 
receives additional guidance 
concerning the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, we will be able 
to share more details and answer 
additional questions, including 
those surrounding spring break, 
grading, and other regulatory 
requirements. We recognize the 
diffi culties faced by our students 
and families and ask for patience 
during these unprecedented 
times.”

“Our teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families have done an 
amazing job working together to 
keep our students engaged while 
schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
proposed budget amend-
ment that would cut local 
voices out of the solar per-
mitting process is moving 
forward despite pushback 
from Greene and Columbia 
county officials.

Negotiations are con-
tinuing on the proposed 
changes to siting solar and 
wind energy, known as the 
Accelerated Renewable 
Energy Growth and Com-
munity Benefit Act, said 
Jordan Levine, deputy com-
munications director for the 
energy and environment in 
the office of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“It is impossible to say 

if anything outside the 
normal will get done, but 
renewable energy siting is 
still on the table,” he said.

Since the budget amend-
ment was announced on 
Feb. 21, local officials have 
warned that changing so-
lar siting laws to abolish 
the existing review process 
would violate home rule 
and diminish local author-
ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
Supervisor Rick Hanse.

“We are at the mercy 
of the state whether they 
take it out of the budget, 

and should it pass, the state 
will have complete authori-
ty to override town zoning 
laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
ist.”

Hanse said local offi-
cials have been lobbying 
lawmakers to debate the 
proposed amendment sep-
arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 

the amount of ‘touch’ our drivers have on garbage.”
— CARMEN BARBATO JR., OWNER OF CARMEN BARBATO, INC.

O�  cials are 
concerned that the 
proposed changes 

could accelerate the 
development of solar 
farms across Greene 

and Columbia 
counties, including 

Hecate Energy’s 
proposed 700-acre 

facility in Copake and 
the Flint Mine solar 

project in Coxsackie.
See SOLAR, page 10

First Baptist Church of Westerlo
Route 143, Westerlo

518-797-3927

Preston Hollow Baptist Church
State Route 145, Preston Hollow

518-239-8544

Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints

County Route 41, Greenville Center
518-966-4043

Greenville Center Baptist Church
County Route 41, Greenville

Durham-Oak Hill 
United Methodist Church

Route 22, Durham
518-239-6377

Medway Congregational 
Christian Church
Route 26, Climax

518-731-2106 & 518-731-8867

Christ Episcopal Church
State Route 32, Greenville

518-966-5713

Our Lady of Knock Shrine
State Route 145, East Durham

518-622-3319

Cornerstone Baptist Church
State Route 145, East Durham
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Asbury United Methodist Church
State Route 81, Norton Hill

518-966-4181

South Westerlo Congregational 
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Westerlo

518-966-5094

Greenville Christian Church
State Route 32, Greenville

518-966-4519

St. John the Baptist 
Roman Catholic Church

State Route 81, Greenville
518-966-8317

Grapeville Baptist Church
Route 26, Climax

518-966-4265

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witness
State Route 81, Greenville

518-966-8941

Dormansville United 
Methodist Church

Route 312, Dormansville
518-756-2812

Freehold Congregational 
Christian Church

County Routes 67, Freehold
518-947-8823

Trinity Episcopal Church
Albany Hill Road, Rensselaerville

518-797-5295

Westerlo Reformerd Church
State Route 143, Westerlo

518-797-3742

Sacred Heart Roman 
Catholic Church

Church Street, Cairo
518-622-3319
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www.ajcunninghamfh.com
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   Join us for an afternoon of 
       Fun & Board Games! 
March 11   1 pm   Carney Center 
    Asbury UMC  Norton Hill 
 Bring a friend, a snack to share 
   & your favorite game, or join  

                           a game already there.         
    WEDNESDAY EVENING LENTEN SERVICES 
                             March 15 ~ 7 pm 

Durham-Oak Hill UMC ~ Rte. 22 & 145, Durham 
    March 22 ~ 7 pm 

Trinity UMC ~ 1312 State Rte. 143, Coeymans Hollow 
     March 29 ~ 7 pm 

Asbury UMC ~ 5830 State Rte. 81 ~ Norton Hill  
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

GRANT, from page 1

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The “Dolan Block” on South River Street has been identified as 
one of the areas slated for restoration in the village’s success-
ful application for the NY Forward grant.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Riverside Park, which was renovated last year, is one of the 
local resources that drew the attention of the state in awarding 
the village the region’s largest NY Forward grant.

10,000 people that Bob in-
fluenced,” Kavanagh said. 
“He published a weekly 
gardener column here in 
upstate New York and he 
had a regular program on 
(radio station) RIP 97.9. He 
was never paid to do any of 
these things, he did it be-
cause he loved the people 
here and he enjoyed shar-
ing his knowledge.”

Outside of his profes-
sional life, Beyfuss was 
known as a personable man 
who made friends easily, 
his cousin said.

“Many people have 
reached out to me to say 
how personable Bob was 
— after a short conversa-
tion with him you felt like 

you knew him all of your 
life and you were instantly 
lifelong friends,” Kavana-
gh said. “He had a spark to 
do that.”

Beyfuss’ friend Charlie 
Henderson traveled from 
Wisconsin to attend the 
Celebration of Life at The 
Shamrock House.

“Bob was a good man. 
He was a decent man and 
we had great times,” Hen-
derson said.

He shared memories of 
going out on a fishing boat 
together to catch fish and 
watch the dolphins.

“Bob was a good guy 
— very smart, very knowl-
edgeable,” Henderson said. 
“He will be well missed.”

Local resident Carl 
Kohrs said he first met Bey-

fuss in the early 1970s and 
for years, only knew him 
by the nickname, “Shorty.” 
They worked together on 
the Greene County Youth 
Fair where Kohrs sits on 
the board.

“I became involved 
with the Greene County 
Youth Fair. I don’t know 
when Bob started being 
the announcer of the horse 
show, but every year that I 
have been involved in the 
youth fair, Bob has been 
the announcer of the horse 
show,” Kohrs said.

Kavanagh said Beyfuss 
really enjoyed and valued 
his time working with the 
youth fair. It was an issue 
he shared in his column 
each year.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
A public Celebration of Life was held at The Shamrock House to honor the life of renowned col-
umnist and gardening expert Bob Beyfuss.

BEYFUSS from page 1
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CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(877) 516-1160

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 
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FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE 
ATTRACTIVE LOOK OF VARIOUS 
ROOF STYLES

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles 
reminiscent of Cedar Shake and Spanish Tile, an 
architectural roo� ng system by Erie Metal Roofs 
can enhance the beauty of your home while 
protecting your family and property for a lifetime.

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE 1-855-492-6084
Made in 
the USA

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertise-
ment placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and 
conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires 
March 31, 2023. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by 
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DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on 
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. GA License Number: RBCO006004

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 3.31.23

Take advantage of the new 30% Solar Investment Tax 
Credit (ITC) with PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated 
solar + battery storage system. PWRcell will help you 
save money on your electric bill and be prepared for 
utility power outages. Plus it’s compatible with most 
existing solar arrays.

Now’s the
Right Time

SAVE 
30% 

WITH THE SOLAR TAX CREDIT^

Call to request a free quote!
(888) 871-0194
Call to request a free quote!
(888) 871-0194

Purchase a PWRcell and Receive 
a Free Ecobee Smart Thermostat 
Enhanced – valued at over $189!*

*Scan the QR code for 
promo terms and conditions.
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Spoiler alert… You’re 
going to be left in some 
thoughtful contemplation 
as you read this column. 
Just the concept of this top-
ic put me into a trance of 
reflection.

So that being said, let’s 
dive in. 

We can spend lots of 
time validating those start-
ing places where we first 
uncovered our likes, dis-
likes and ultimately, our 
loves.

But, in truth, the influ-
ences of these choices were 
often based on the deci-
sions made for us over our 
lifetime. Then, ultimately, 
because of the true, “prac-
tical and frugal” nature of 
the Baby Boomer genera-
tion, we often  just accepted 
things that were part of our 
material world with little 
more thought than a shrug 
and a smile, as we always 

did before. 
I’ll give you some ex-

amples… let’s start with 
our clothing style.

When I was a child, 
my mom chose my cloth-
ing based on her likes and 
loves. I recall perusing old 
photos inquiring of my 
mom as to why I was al-
ways dressed in the color 
green. To this day, I actual-
ly never choose green when 
I’m in charge of making a 
purchasing decision. I’m a 
pretty classic dresser with 
a focus on simple style and 
mostly that all-American 
look like you’d see among 
the pages of the LL Bean 
catalog. 

Full disclosure: On 
weekdays it’s fitness wear 
and sneakers, followed by 
pajamas in the winter sea-
son. BUT, when I go out, 
my personal style is as I 
suggested above. Why? Be-
cause as an adult, I finally 
identified what style I really 
love to wear and how I want 
to look.

That revelation was 
somewhat startling and re-
quired me to clear out my 
closet of the years of gently 
used, perfectly useful cloth-
ing that was NOT of my 
choosing but would come 
under the category of being 
a “sin” to donate or throw 
out. 

Are you beginning to 
understand the direction 
I’m taking with this topic? 
Subtle, yet pretty revealing 
when you take some time to 

think about it.
Next up, take a moment 

to think about  your “taste” 
in food ( another brilliant 
metaphor), which was most 
likely influenced as a child 
by what was served up 
by Grandma or whoever 
cooked in the house and the 
ethnic style that influenced 
these meals. You probably 
still LOVE most of that 
food to this day.

However now, as an 
adult, you may have ex-
plored some new cuisines 
and fell in love, like me, 
with a new food that you 
never knew existed as a 
kid… like sushi, for exam-
ple. 

OK, maybe that was a 
bad example for you. But 
the point is that you made 
that subtle shift to identi-
fying foods that you  might 
love now by trial and er-
ror perhaps, or by taking 
that leap of faith that you 
wouldn’t be expected to 
clean your plate if this 
choice went bad.

After decades of letting 
others influence us for vari-
ous reasons — the news me-
dia, magazines, our parents, 
friends, workmates, etc. — 
I’m asking you now to take 
the time as a grownup to 
rethink the concept of being 
able to identify what you 
actually LOVE.

Here’s a fun exercise 
with a focus on something 
that takes just a little ef-
fort. Plan an excursion to 
go “browsing” somewhere 

you’ve been meaning to 
shop at and just simply 
identify what it is you ac-
tually LOVE. Focus your 
thoughts on just yourself!  
No cheating here — not the 
kids, not your friend’s birth-
day coming up — just you. 
You’ll know what you love 
the instant you see it be-
cause no one else will come 
to mind. What a lovely gift 
of true personal accom-
plishment this could be. 

There’s no need to break 
the bank. Or even to make 
a purchase on this day. 
Just browse. Just have fun. 
When the clerk asks you if 
you need some help, just 
think to yourself or share 
for that matter, “I’m trying 
to finally figure out (if mon-
ey were no object, and you 
had totally lost your mind 
and dumped the contents 
of your home or closet on 
the sidewalk) what it is I’d 
choose just for myself.”

Try this, perhaps, when 
going out to have a bite to 
eat also by ordering a new 
item from the appetizer 
section. Allow yourself to 
be surprised and delighted. 
Maybe just maybe, you’ll 
have a change of heart and 
open up to new possibili-
ties. 

Don’t like what you 
selected? No harm done. 
You’re in a brand new 
mode of personal choices 
for yourself like never be-
fore.

Go through your closet 
with a much more critical 

eye and see if you can begin 
to narrow down your per-
sonal style and make a plan 
to eliminate items that just 
don’t make that “LOVE” 
list over time.

Now here’s the interest-
ing part two of this concept. 
Imagine  how significant 
this idea is for you and then 
you’ll begin to realize that 
when you offer your gently 
used old stuff to your kids or 
a friend, they often respond 
with a kind but clear, “No, 
thank you.” But it’s a per-
fectly good blazer or prac-
tically new pocketbook, 
you insist. But no matter, 
there are no “takers.” You 
might even recall a holiday 
purchase that you made as 
a gift for someone that you 
never saw worn or used and 
you now realize that you 
might’ve been foisting your 
own style on them.

We resigned to a defeat 
of sorts but here’s what 
we didn’t actually recog-
nize… It’s OK to just say, 
“No, thank you.”  Even for 
us. The reason behind this 
is that we were taught to 
accept rather than decline. 
But now these “up and 
coming generations” have 
already started identifying 
their “loves” and our stuff, 
regardless of how good a 
condition the toaster oven 
is in or that old  red wool 
sweater looks, they aren’t 
interested. Mercy me! The 
rejection is palpable some-
times. You know exactly 
what I’m talking about. 

The same goes for that 
old charm bracelet from 
First Holy Communion 
days, even if it’s 14-karat 
gold. 

So many Baby Boomers 
are heartbroken when their 
jewelry is rejected. But just 
remember it’s about reach-
ing that point as an adult 
where you identify what 
you love and our old stuff 
didn’t make “their” list, in 
many cases. 

Make this the year to 
ask yourself  the question 
as the grownup that you 
are now… What is it that 
“YOU” truly love. Trust the 
answers that come and cel-
ebrate that you are finally 
counting your desires first 
and foremost among the de-
cisions you make. It’s going 
to leave you feeling very 
good, trust me on this.

While enjoying that 
feeling, it’ll be easier to ac-
cept that everyone else de-
serves that choice as well.

Pat Larsen is a licensed 
dance fitness instructor who 
specializes in Baby Boomer 
and senior health and well-
ness through weekly classes 
at The Shamrock House in 
East Durham on mornings. 
Programs for seniors are 
scheduled and posted on 
Facebook. Among Pat’s 
other attributes are a de-
gree in clinical hypnother-
apy. One-on-one private 
sessions are available by 
appointment. Contact Pat 
at pelarsen5@aol.com or 
by phone at 518-275-8686.

PAT LARSEN

BODY, MIND 
& SPIRIT

Finally, identifying what YOU love

So now comes news of a 
possible primary challenge 
to Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand 
from none other than An-
drew Cuomo. Both are ter-
rific and accomplished pol-
iticians.

How would you vote in 
such a contest? As a woman 
at a time when our politics 

probably need more wom-
en, Gillibrand has a prob-
able advantage but — and 
this is a big but — the Cuo-
mo name still brings a surge 
to the hearts of many New 
Yorkers. 

Look, I have had my ups 
and downs with the Cuo-
mos. Papa (Mario) Cuomo 
and I spoke for years on 
the radio. He was a funny, 
combustible type of guy. If 
you were in a verbal contest 
with him, he was uber-wor-
thy. He didn’t let you get 
away with a thing. That’s 
because he was incredibly 
smart. He just knew a lot. 
Maybe it was his formal 
education. Maybe it was 
his constant reading and 
profound understanding of 
human nature. Whatever it 
was, Mario Cuomo was a 
contender. There are many 
of us who believed that he 

should and could have been 
President of the United 
States. When you stack him 
up against the present crop 
of top politicians, he shines 
like a very bright light.

The Cuomos are New 
York royalty — they speak 
like New Yorkers and act 
like New Yorkers. When 
you see a Cuomo, you bet-
ter believe that you are 
seeing a New Yorker. So, 
they’re very much in the 
New York voter conscious-
ness. But not everybody in 
the country likes that New 
York consciousness. One of 
the reasons why a Cuomo 
never got to be president 
is that many people in this 
country have an aversion to 
New Yorkers, including the 
way that they speak and the 
way that they act. Too many 
people see the Cuomos as 
bullies. 

As I said, I know them 
pretty well and hope it 
doesn’t come across as 
braggadocio for me to claim 
to be one of the sitting Cuo-
mo experts. For many years, 
I have looked deep into 
their souls and because I 
have written so much about 
them and studied them for 
so long, I think that I have 
the credentials. That may 
sound a little bit over the 
top but I think if you ex-
amine how much I have 
written about them and the 
many conversations I have 
had with them, I think you 
might have to agree with my 
self-assessment. Of course, 
if you are a Cuomo you 
might not agree that I know 
all that much about them. In 
fact, you might be just a tad 
ticked off at my claim, yet if 
you were to look around at 
the crop of political analysts 

and writers, I doubt that you 
might find many worthy 
competitors. 

When you consider all 
that the Cuomos have done, 
I suspect you will agree that 
their imprint on our poli-
tics has been a mighty one. 
It may be because of their 
New York branding that 
they have never grabbed 
the top gold ring but I real-
ly can’t think of any other 
American family circle that 
is as recognizable as Mario 
and his descendants. 

I have tremendous re-
spect for the Cuomo crew. 
They know what they are 
doing. I love getting under 
their skins. They are a very 
proud bunch. They like to 
fight and they don’t want 
anyone to take liberties. 

Andrew, it has been al-
leged, likes the ladies. I re-
spect that — so do I. In our 

present politics, if you kiss a 
lady on the cheek or on the 
hand, someone will surely 
say you are a womanizer. 
In our political system it is 
hard to believe that anyone 
with the Cuomo affect will 
not garner a reputation as a 
ladies man. Hey, human na-
ture being what it is and the 
sex thing always being pres-
ent, it is more dangerous 
than ever to be a politician. 
All politicians risk being la-
beled for perfectly natural 
human traits. Andrew risks 
that, Kirstin Gillibrand, not 
so much. 

Alan Chartock is pro-
fessor emeritus at the State 
University of New York, 
publisher of the Legislative 
Gazette and president and 
CEO of the WAMC North-
east Public Radio Network. 
Readers can email him at 
alan@wamc.org.

Capitol Connection with Alan Chartock: The Cuomo effect
Editor’s Note: The Greenville Pioneer is pleased to welcome new political columnist Alan Chartock. We hope you enjoy this new column!

ALAN 
CHARTOCK

U.S. Rep. Marc Molin-
aro, R-19, announced his 
office is accepting entries 
from high school students 
in New York’s 19th Con-
gressional District for the 
annual Artistic Discovery 
Congressional Art Compe-
tition. 

This nationwide compe-
tition is sponsored by mem-
bers of the U.S. House of 
Representatives and gives 
young artists the opportuni-
ty to showcase their talent. 
Winning pieces from each 
Congressional District are 
displayed in the U.S. Cap-
itol for one year.

“Upstate New York is 
home to so many talented 
and creative young artists,” 
Molinaro said. “The Con-

gressional Art Competition 
is an incredible opportu-
nity for local students to 
showcase their abilities on 
a national stage. I invite 
interested high school stu-
dents in New York’s 19th 
Congressional District to 
participate and I look for-
ward to seeing their works 
of art.”

 Guidelines for artistic 
submissions are as follows: 

• Artwork may be 
up to 26 inches wide by 
26 inches tall by 4 inches 
thick, must be two dimen-
sional, be original in con-
cept, design and execution, 
and must not weigh more 
than 15 pounds. It may not 
violate any U.S. copyright 
laws. 

• Accepted artwork 
includes paintings (includ-
ing oil, acrylics and water-
color), drawings (including 
pastels, colored pencil, 
pencil, charcoal, ink, and 
markers), collage (must be 
two dimensional), prints 
(including lithographs, silk-
screen, and block prints), 
mixed media, computer 
generated art, and photog-
raphy.

• Artwork must be 
submitted with a complet-
ed copy of the competition 
release form to one of Rep. 
Molinaro’s district offices 
no later than Monday, April 
10.

The Congressional In-
stitute sponsors the nation-
wide high school visual art 

competition each spring to 
recognize and encourage 
artistic talent in the nation 
and in individual congres-
sional districts. 

Since the Artistic Dis-
covery competition began 
in 1982, more than 650,000 
high school students have 
participated, according to 
the website.

Students submit entries 
to their congressional rep-
resentative’s office. The 
winning entries are selected 
by a panel of district artists. 
Winners are recognized 
both in their district and at 
an annual awards ceremony 
in Washington, D.C.

The winning works are 
displayed for one year at 
the U.S. Capitol.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
“All There Is,” by artist Ashlee Bayer, was the winning entry in 
the 19th Congressional District in 2022.

Congressional art competition launches for HS artists

NEW BALTIMORE — 
Spring is here and so are 
the eels! 

Help protect this criti-
cal species. Volunteers can 
assist in the Department 
of Environmental Conser-
vation’s spring 2023 study 
on streams from New York 
City to Albany County. 

This requires mostly 
outdoor field work from 
late March through May, 
with very flexible sched-
ules. Participants gain 

valuable field experience, 
study important species in 
the living environment, and 
work with their local com-
munities. 

American eels (Anguil-
la rostrata) are migratory 
fish that are hatched in the 
Atlantic Ocean and enter 
rivers as tiny “glass eels” 
each spring. The species is 
in decline over much of its 
range, and baseline studies 
are needed for conserva-
tion. 

Teams of scientists, vol-
unteers and students collect 
glass eels using a net on 
several Hudson River trib-
utaries. Juvenile fish are 
counted, weighed and re-
leased to better habitat up-
stream, often above dams.                   

To volunteer at the Han-
nacroix Creek site in New 
Baltimore, email or call 
Lindsey Strehlau-Howay of 
CCE Columbia and Greene 
Counties at Las549@cor-
nell.edu, 518-622-9820 

x112. For all other loca-
tions email or call Sarah 
Mount of the New York 
State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation at 
sarah.mount@dec.ny.gov, 
845-889-4745 x106.

If you have special 
needs related to program 
participation, please con-
tact the office in advance. 
For more information on 
CCE and other programs 
being offered, visit www.
ccecolumbiagreene.org.

Eel project volunteers 
wanted at Hannacroix Creek

NEW YORK HOMEOWNERS:

YOU MAY *QUALIFY THROUGH 
NEW RELIEF PROGRAMS!

HELP IS AVAILABLE EVEN IF YOU COULD PAY CASH

Qualify Today:  800-944-9393
or visit NYProgramFunding.org to see if you *qualify

Do you need a New Roof and Help paying for it?
 

Do you need Energy Efficient Windows & Help paying 
for it?

Approved applications will have the work completed by a quality repair crew provided by: HOMEOWNER FUNDING. 
Not affiliated with State or Gov Programs. Contractor License: NY: #2719-h14

*Enrollment is only open during a limited time. Programs, appointments, and 
installations are on a first come, first serve basis in your area.

Any leaking, visible damage, or roof age, may *qualify you!

Drafty windows, energy cost too high, you may *qualify!



The stunning beauty 
of Liam will awaken your 
sense of awe. He is the 
equine doppelganger of the 
Italian supermodel Fabio. 

Liam’s striking good 
looks, like Fabio’s, are 
embellished by long and 
luscious flowing locks of 
mane. His beautiful face is 
adorned with a wide white 
blaze captured between two 
flirtatious eyes. His glance 
will leave you wonder-
struck. 

Standing 17-hands 
tall and weighing 1,200 
pounds, Liam is stately and 
strong. His legs are perfect-
ly conformed and dressed 
in three white socks and 
one anklet. He is a modern 
incarnation of Elizabeth 
Taylor’s famed steed The 
Pie, whom she rode to vic-
tory in the movie “National 
Velvet.” 

Liam is young. He was 
born at Woodford Thor-
oughbreds in Florida on 
March 3, 2016, under the 
ownership of John and 
Susan Sykes. Liam is now 

fully grown. The skeletal 
structure of the horse isn’t 
entirely developed until the 
age of six. Emotional matu-
rity follows a much longer 
arc.  

As a yearling, Liam 
sold at auction for $70,000. 
His sire (father), He’s 
Had Enough earned near-
ly $500,000, and his dam 
(mother) and granddam 
(maternal grandmother) 
each earned over $180,000. 
His winning lineage cou-
pled with his impeccable 
conformation made him an 
outstanding prospect to ex-
cel at racing. 

From the age of two 
until four, Liam raced 17 
times at seven different 
tracks. He won three rac-
es and earned $127,517 
for multiple owners, train-
ers and jockeys. When the 
wear and tear of racing de-
teriorated the joints in Li-
am’s youthful legs, he was 
sent to New Vocations, a 
racing industry-funded af-
tercare facility.

Most racehorses, like 
Liam, retire from racing be-
tween the ages of three and 
five. The causation may 
be forced by irreparable 
injury, the career may be 
intentionally ended to pre-
pare the horse for breeding, 
or the horse may simply be 
too slow and thus training 
fees become a liability in-
stead of an investment in 
potential prize money win-
nings.  

Aftercare facilities help 
to protect unwanted racing 

and breeding stock from 
falling prey to the slaugh-
ter pipeline. Three or four 
months into Liam’s stay at 
New Vocations, he became 
slated for euthanasia. When 
Liam’s last owner and train-
er learned of his impending 
demise, they reached out 
to Unbridled. They hadn’t 
the means to support him, 
but they couldn’t bear the 
thought of his premature 
death.

Liam arrived at Un-
bridled on a frigid Febru-
ary morning in 2021. Tall, 
leggy and stunningly gor-
geous, he melted the heart 
at “Hello!” But for a few 
lame steps here and there, 
you’d never know the dam-
age living inside his splen-
did exterior. 

Liam’s X-rays revealed 
irreversible osteoarthritis.  
He was not born with this 
degenerative joint disease. 
Its cause is the repetitive 
pounding of limbs while 
training and competing in 
races. There’s no cure, but 
the symptoms can be man-
aged with surgery, systemic 
arthrotherapy and joint sup-
plements such as Adequan, 
Legend, and Cosequin.

To offer Liam an active, 
comfortable and enjoyable 
quality of life, he would 
need surgery to remove the 
microfractures that irritated 
his fetlock joint — a $5,000 
procedure and hospitaliza-
tion.

For Unbridled, this 
meant soliciting donations 
to pay for his surgery. Had 

Liam’s injuries not been ca-
reer ending, and if having 
surgery meant he could re-
turn to the races, his former 
racing owners would likely 
have paid for the proce-
dure. Liam did all that was 
asked of him, and he was 
broken in the process. 

The medical team at 
Rhinebeck Equine led by 
Gus Abuja, DVM, per-
formed a successful sur-
gery on Liam. Post-surgery, 
Liam required six weeks 
of confinement to his stall, 
and a daily bandage change 
to protect the sutured area. 
During this time, Liam re-
ceived drug-free plasma 
injections of concentrated 
anti-inflammatory proteins 
to improve joint mobility 
and support healing. Hors-
es who know the freedom 
of a field and the euphoria 
of running are not happy to 
be confined! 

Liam is sensible, and 
complied with the con-
strained routine of rehabil-
itation that would eventual-
ly liberate him. 

Today, Liam enjoys 
frolicking free of pain. He 
has a very good prognosis 
for long-term comfort as a 
pleasure-riding horse. 

Liam’s story illustrates 
the importance of a pro-
active approach to safe-
guard equine soundness. 
Had imaging technology 
been utilized to monitor the 
condition of Liam’s joints, 
an ethical decision to stop 
racing him could have been 
made long before the dam-

age to his joints became 
irreversible and limited his 
capabilities for the next two 
decades of his one and only 
life. 

Susan Kayne operates 

the horse rescue organiza-
tion Unbridled Thorough-
bred Foundation, on the 
border of Albany County 
and Greenville.
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Horses of 
Unbridled

SUSAN KAYNE

The life of Liam
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Liam recovers in his stall.
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After surgery and a post-surgical recovery period, Liam now 
enjoys a life free of pain.

Insights On Agriculture:
Investing in farms is 
investing in New York

New York Farm Bureau 
members recently came to 
Albany to advocate on a 
number of priority issues to 
address the challenges and 
opportunities confronting 
agriculture. 

The organization is the 
largest general farm advo-
cacy group in New York 
supporting public policy 
positions that are deter-
mined by our grassroots 
membership.

We need a state commit-

ted to investing in the fu-
ture of agriculture. We need 
hard-working farmers and 
employees who see oppor-
tunity in the valuable role 
they have in our food sys-
tem. And we need to work 
together to advance laud-
able goals that strengthen 
the farm economy.

One of the main priori-
ty issues for the New York 
Farm Bureau is securing 
funding in the New York 
state budget for the doz-
ens of farm-related pro-
grams that include critical 
research, animal health, 
and the marketing of New 
York products. We are also 
supporting the Environ-
mental Protection Fund, 
which is responsible for 
helping farms implement 
best management practices 
that include soil health and 
nutrient management pro-
grams that protect our land 
and waterways. 

In addition, we are ad-
vocating to once again ful-
ly fund Nourish NY, better 
connecting our farms with 
our food banks, as well 
as supporting the Healthy 
School Meals for All leg-
islation, ensuring our 
children have access to a 
healthy breakfast and lunch 
in school. And we are ask-
ing to increase access to 
farm safety programs by 
increasing the budget for 
the New York Center for 
Agricultural Medicine and 
Health. Its highly effec-
tive programming has seen 
budget stagnation for years, 
and it’s time to change that 
for the safety of farm work-
ers.

NYFB is also supportive 
of the governor’s effort to 
increase state procurement 
to 30% for New York farm 
products. It makes sense 
for New York to support its 
own farms when purchas-

ing food for its state agen-
cies and institutions. NYFB 
is hopeful the governor’s 
proposal for a refundable 
investment tax credit is in-
cluded in the final budget. 
This will incentivize in-
vestment, especially com-
ing off challenging years of 
low commodity prices and 
then the pandemic. 

And we are support-
ive of direct-to-consumer 
shipping for our craft bev-
erage makers. This com-
mon-sense legislation will 
create parity with wine-
makers and allow our brew-
eries, distilleries and cider-
ies to expand their markets 
by selling to new customers 
in and out of state.

Among NYFB’s con-
cerns is the legislation to 
restrict risk management 
tools by banning certain 
pesticides. This effort ig-
nores the science and re-
moves authority from those 

who have the expertise to 
regulate these products in 
the Department of Environ-
mental Conservation. 

Discussions are also 
ramping up again to raise 
the minimum wage. Let’s 
be clear, in today’s com-
petitive labor market, you 
would be hard-pressed to 
find any farm or business 
paying minimum wage. But 
as the minimum wage rises, 
all wage rates go up on our 
farms. This is on top of the 
inflationary prices that all 
businesses are forced to ab-
sorb. And the more it costs 
to do business, the harder 
it is to stay in business, es-
pecially when most of our 
farms do not set their own 
prices. Prices are driven 
by wholesale markets and 
a federally controlled milk 
pricing formula and cannot 
be passed along to the cus-
tomers. 

New York state lost 

more than a third of its 
dairy farms in the past de-
cade, much of it because of 
the rising costs and volatile 
milk markets. That trend 
will only continue if New 
York continues to make it 
harder to do business in the 
state. Let’s push “pause” on 
raising the minimum wage.

We encourage law-
makers to work with us to 
expand opportunities and 
capitalize on what we do 
well in New York. We have 
one of the most diverse 
agricultural sectors in the 
country. It is worth it for 
each of us to maintain that 
strong connection to food 
and farm production. This 
benefits our food system, 
local economies, and over-
all quality of life in New 
York state.

David Fisher is New 
York Farm Bureau presi-
dent and a dairy farmer.

DAVID FISHER

By Charlene Marchand
For Capital Region 
Independent Media

Soon after beginning 
dog training sessions with 
me, my new handlers or 
“pack leaders” are refer-
ring to their leashes as 
umbilical cords. Armed 
with melt-in-your-mouth 
goodies for their dog’s 
minimum-wage-paying 
jobs, aprons to hold these 
bags of treats or “wages,” 
properly-fitted, appropri-
ate collars attached to nice 
long, narrow leather leads, 
my dog handlers look like 
they’re dressed for a local 
community play.

Using letters of the al-
phabet, or special words as 
the “signal” or the “mark-
er” for a desired behavior, 
we’re off and walking to 
a better, more focused re-
lationship with our canine 
companions. Our goal is 
to control behavior with 
words of guidance and di-
rection (commands), looks 

of comfort and approval 
(eye contact), let our dogs 
know when they’ve done 
it right the second they’ve 
done it right, and proceed 
to pay them for a job well 
done!

We want to simulate 
off-leash compliance by 
keeping a loose-lead at 
all times. Our leashes are 
for the purpose of keeping 
our dogs from wandering 
off when Mother Nature’s 
“prey-drive-call” kicks in. 
They are not to be used to 
check or correct our over-
eager, as well as reluctant 
or insecure, student.

A lot of time is spent 
trying to educate these car-
ing owners that oodles of 
messages are constantly 
being sent down that leash 
or “umbilical cord,” to their 
four-legged charges be-
low. Messages of anxiety, 
apprehension, impatience, 
anger and frustration are al-
ways accurately sent from 
handler (pack leader No. 1) 
to canine companion (pack 

member No. 2). As hu-
mans, our arms move a lot. 
Every move has the poten-
tial to send an unwarranted 
correction.

Most of us are totally 
unaware of the extent of 

these messages, as well as 
their immediate impact on 
the behavior of a beloved 
dog. Every check (yank), 
every squeeze, every jerk 
sends a message, usually 
the opposite of what the 

handler is really trying to 
convey. 

If we’re in a veterinar-
ian’s office, at a show, in a 
class, or walking on a main 
city street with any sort of 
internal tension, that ten-
sion goes down that leash 
faster than you can send an 
email.

The leash is supposed 
to be a source of reinforce-
ment, direction, security 
and guidance. We often fail 
to see the connection be-
tween our dog’s behavior 
and the rapid arm move-
ments of that leash-holding 
hand. Reactivity, or aggres-
sive and defensive behav-
iors on-leash, can be direct-
ly related to the tightening 
of the leash. 

Much veterinary clinic 
apprehension and “aggres-
sion” is related to the im-
proper use of that umbilical 
cord in your hand. Canine 
sparring, much of which 
only takes place when on a 
leash, has exactly the same 
root cause and effect – re-

straint, correction and ten-
sion.

But don’t misunder-
stand or misinterpret what 
I’m saying. Equipment is 
not the dog’s enemy. We 
can and must be versatile 
with appropriate choices 
for control and safety. As 
with so many areas, things 
are not always what they 
seem.

Feel free to call us with 
any questions at 518-828-
6044 or visit our website 
at www.cghs.org. Our food 
bank is open to any from 
the public in need of pet 
food or for those wishing 
to donate food from 11:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. We 
are currently in need of dry 
cat food to make sure that 
no cat goes hungry on our 
watch!

Charlene Marchand 
is the chairperson of the 
Columbia-Greene Hu-
mane Society/SPCA Board 
of Directors. She may be 
contacted at cghsaaron@
gmail.com.
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Maggie is a 7-year-old bulldog mix, pictured with CGHS Adop-
tion Counselor Alysha Thornton. Maggie unfortunately cannot go 
to a home with other animals, but she is such a sweet girl on 
her own! She is very affectionate with people, and she always 
wants pats and belly rubs. Maggie also loves treats, going on 
long walks, and she could play with her toys for hours!

Proper leash training for dogs
Soft Paws
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I awoke the other 
morning feeling a need for 
change in the daily routine. 
I needed to do something 
out of the ordinary to put a 
little excitement back into 
my life. I decided to go to 
the Transfer Station.  

I still call it “The Dump.” 
The Queen has corrected 
me frequently enough that 
I say, “Transfer Station” in 
her presence, but mentally 
it remains “The Dump.”

I did my customary lap 
around the house, gathering 
up the contents of our many 
and varied waste baskets, I 
pulled the garbage bag out 
of the large container in 
which it resides and stuffed 
the house’s collection into 

it. It fit with only a little 
persuasion and a few knee 
bumps. Some weeks it re-
quires grunts, groans and a 
full fanny sit.  

I tie the top, noting with 
satisfaction that there are 
no foreign objects poking 
through the bag, allowing 
garbage to leak out, and 
stuff it into Casper, the 
Friendly Kia’s commodious 
back end.

So much for the throw-
away stuff, on to the recy-
cling.  

We put all the stuff to 
be recycled into one large 
old clay crock. This means 
either I have to put it in a 
separate bag, haul it to the 
transfer station and sort 
it there, which involves 
running back and forth be-
tween dumpsters and small 
buildings like a rat in a test 
maze, or sorting it before I 
leave the house, which is 
what I start to do.  

I have a system — I 
have cleverly driven screws 

into the garage door’s 
framework on which I hang 
three empty grocery bags. 
I then sort the contents of 
the recycling crock into the 
bags — cans in the top bag, 
plastic in the middle bag 
and glass in the bottom bag. 
I tie off the bags and stuff 
them into the car.  

All that remains is to 
flatten any cardboard boxes 
and tie up any newspapers 
lying around and try to add 
them to the by-now-bulging 
mass that Casper’s trying 
gamely to swallow.

I hop into the driver’s 
seat and pull out of the yard 
and being out of earshot of 
any local critics, I sing my 
Lone Ranger song — “To 
the dump, to the dump, to 
the dump, dump, dump.”

All too soon I arrive at 
the transfer station. First, I 
bring the papers to the pa-
per shed. Next the flattened 
cardboard goes to the flat-
tened cardboard shed, the 
glass bottles go onto the 

sorting table near the glass 
dumpster, then the plastics’ 
bag is carried to the sorting 
shed for plastics.  The ta-
ble is overflowing as usu-
al, while the nice man who 
does the sorting tries his 
best to keep ahead of it.   

I help by flattening the 
milk jugs before I put them 
on the table. The last bag 
of recyclables contains the 
week’s cans. I carry them to 
the dumpster, empty them 
over the side and pause for 
a bit to look at the contents 
of the dumpster. 

It always amazes me 
how many coffee cans are 
in there. I don’t think I’ve 
ever thrown away a coffee 
can willingly. Such a nice 
big container with a tight 
fitting top, the possibilities 
are endless. Given enough 
empty coffee cans, a large 
supply of duct tape and a 
barrel or two of WD 40, 
most of the world’s prob-
lems could be solved.  

The dumpster sides are 

just too tall so I leave the 
cans and drive the garbage 
bag over to the building 
with the squisher, pay the 
nice man and head for 
home. Enough excitement 
for today!

On the way home I 
spend a few moments re-
membering trips to the 
dump when the dump was 
really a dump. No Dewey 
Decimaling the trash — you 
just drove in, waved to the 
guy in the little booth near 
the entrance, drove to the 
pile and tossed everything 
onto it. You could then look 
around and see if there was 
anything lying there that 
you might use. 

I frequently returned 
home with more in the car 
than I had left with, but 
it was all good stuff. I’ve 
still got stuff I found at the 
dump 20 years ago. My 
sons loved going, it was 
one big treasure hunt. Re-
cycling without the hassle.  

The old dump had it 

all — excitement, discov-
ery, treasure and if you had 
brought your pellet gun, 
big-game hunting. Nothing 
like staring down the bar-
rel of your trusty rifle at a 
snarling 12-pound dump rat 
to get your heart pumping, 
and as if that wasn’t dan-
gerous enough, there was 
always the added thrill of 
trying to explain to your 
wife why you had hauled 
home all the junk you had 
in the car.  

The transfer station may 
seem tame, but it’s proba-
bly a better idea from the 
standpoint of family rela-
tionships!

Thought for the week — 
“You know you are getting 
old when the candles cost 
more than the cake.” — 
Bob Hope

Until next week, may 
you and yours be happy and 
well.

Reach columnist Dick 
Brooks at whittle12124@
yahoo.com.

To the dump
WHITTLING AWAY by Dick Brooks

Editor’s note: A charge 
is not a conviction. All per-
sons listed are innocent un-
til proven guilty in a court 
of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

STATE POLICE
■ Christina Richards, 

36, of Coxsackie, was ar-
rested March 4 at 11 a.m. 
in Cairo and charged with 
fourth-degree grand lar-
ceny/credit card and sec-
ond-degree identity theft, 
both class E felonies, and 
third-degree unlawful pos-
session of personal iden-
tification, a class A mis-
demeanor. Richards was 
released on her own recog-
nizance.

■ Maliya Blackwell, 
25, of Menands, was ar-
rested March 4 at 5:20 p.m. 
in Coxsackie and charged 
with first-degree knowing-
ly introducing dangerous 
contraband into a prison, 
a class D felony, and two 
counts of second-degree 
introducing contraband 
into a prison, a class A mis-
demeanor. Blackwell was 
released on her own recog-
nizance.

■ Sarah Perry, 23, of 
Maplecrest, was arrested 
March 4 at 7:25 p.m. in 
Catskill and charged with 
two counts of criminal 
mischief/intent to damage 
property, a class A misde-
meanor. Perry was released 
on her own recognizance.

■ Tiana MacDonald, 
23, of Wheatley Heights, 
was arrested March 4 at 
8:20 p.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with second-de-
gree introducing contra-
band into a prison, a class A 
misdemeanor. MacDonald 
was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Keenan Nelson-Mc-
Griff, 31, of Catskill, was 
arrested March 5 at 2:18 
a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with operating a motor ve-
hicle with a blood-alcohol 
content over 0.08% and 
driving while intoxicated, 
both unclassified misde-
meanors. Nelson-McGriff 
was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Janay Martinez, 32, of 
New York City, was arrest-
ed March 5 at 11:36 a.m. 
in Coxsackie and charged 
with second-degree intro-

ducing contraband into a 
prison, a class A misde-
meanor. Martinez was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Mei-Ling Delcina 
Fong-Stevenson, 32, of 
Staten Island, was arrest-
ed March 5 at 2:50 p.m. 
in Coxsackie and charged 
with second-degree intro-
ducing contraband into a 
prison, a class A misde-
meanor. Fong-Stevenson 
was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Cheryl Johnson, 51, 
of Astoria, was arrested 
March 5 at 12:26 p.m. in 
Coxsackie and charged 
with second-degree intro-
ducing contraband into a 
prison, a class A misde-
meanor. Johnson was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Julie McGuire, 43, of 
New York City, was arrest-
ed March 5 at 8:24 p.m. in 
Hunter and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol con-
tent over 0.08% and driv-
ing while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. 
McGuire was released to a 
third party.

■ Lee Wooden, 48, 
of Earlton, was arrested 
March 5 at 10:25 p.m. in 
Cairo and charged with 
driving while intoxicated 
and operating a motor ve-
hicle with a blood-alchol 
content over 0.08%, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. 
Wooden was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Irene Blomberg, 73, 
of Haines Falls, was arrest-
ed March 6 at 2:15 p.m. 
in Saugerties and charged 
with driving while intoxi-
cated, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. Blomberg was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Mark Bonneau, 35, 
of Westerlo, was arrest-
ed March 7 at 7:53 p.m. 
in Greenville and charged 
with operating a motor 
vehicle with a blood-alco-
hol content over 0.08%, 
driving while intoxicated, 
third-degree aggravated 
unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle and posses-
sion of a loaded firearm in 
or on a motor vehicle, all 
unclassified misdemeanors. 
Bonneau was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Jenna Rae Knight, 41, 
of Hudson, was arrested 
March 7 at 11:24 p.m. in 
Catskill and charged with 

driving while intoxicated, 
an unclassified misdemean-
or. Knight’s arrest status 
was not reported.

■ Amanda Cabanillas, 
34, of Kingston, was arrest-
ed March 8 at 10:28 p.m. in 
Catskill and charged with 
driving while intoxicated 
and operating a motor ve-
hicle with a blood-alcohol 
content over 0.08%, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. 
Cabanillas was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Nicholas Cross, 37, of 
Cairo, was arrested March 
9 at 11:40 a.m. in Catskill 
and charged with third-de-
gree criminal possession of 
a weapon, a class D felony. 
Cross was released on his 
own recognizance.

■ Andrew Pascarella, 
36, of Cairo, was arrested 
March 9 at 12:08 p.m. in 
Catskill and charged with 
seventh-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled 
substance, a class A misde-
meanor. Pascarella was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Bria Francis, 27, 
of Albany, was arrested 
March 10 at 11:20 a.m. in 
Coxsackie and charged 
with two counts of sec-
ond-degree introduction of 
contraband into a prison, a 
class A misdemeanor. Fran-
cis was issued an appear-
ance ticket.

■ Lawrence Osborn, 
31, of Cairo, was arrest-
ed March 10 at 7:46 p.m. 
in Cairo and charged with 
third-degree bail jumping, 
a class A misdemeanor. Os-
born was held.

■ Zachary Petrocca, 25, 
of Catskill, was arrested 
March 10 at 11:23 p.m. in 
Catskill and charged with 
driving while intoxicat-
ed and aggravated driving 
while intoxicated with a 
blood-alchol content over 
0.18%, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. Petrocca 
was released to a third par-
ty.

■ Yolanda Almesti-
ca-Rivera, 52, of Hudson, 
was arrested March 11 at 
1:13 a.m. in Catskill and 
charged with seventh-de-
gree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, 
manufacture of drug-re-
lated paraphernalia and 
second-degree criminal 
use of drug paraphernalia, 
all class A misdemeanors. 
Almestica-Rivera’s arrest 

status was not reported.
■ Shauna Cripps, 31, 

of Hudson, was arrested 
March 11 at 1:24 a.m. in 
Catskill and charged with 
seventh-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled 
substance, manufacture of 
drug-related paraphernalia 
and second-degree criminal 
use of drug paraphernalia, 
all class A misdemeanors. 
Cripps’ arrest status was 
not reported.

■ Brehan Stannard, 33, 
of Greenville, was arrest-
ed March 11 at 5:32 p.m. 
in Cairo and charged with 
driving while intoxicated, 
an unclassified misdemean-
or. Stannard was released to 
a third party.

■ Johnae Marie Simp-
son, 20, of Kingston, was 
arrested March 11 at 7:31 
p.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with second-de-
gree introduction of contra-
band into a prison, a class 
A misdemeanor. Simpson’s 
arrest status was not report-
ed.

■ Victoria Ad-
ams-Marchant, 20, of Al-
bany, was arrested March 
11 at 7:32 p.m. in Coxsack-
ie and charged with sec-
ond-degree introduction of 
contraband into a prison, a 
class A misdemeanor. Ad-
ams-Marchant was issued 
an appearance ticket.

■ Stephanie Marie 
Haines, 28, of Elizaville, 
was arrested March 11 at 
11:01 a.m. in Windham 
and charged with operat-
ing a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 
0.08% and driving while in-
toxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. Haines’s ar-
rest status was not reported.

■ Daniel Taratut, 23, 
of Lock Haven, Pennsyl-
vania, was arrested March 
12 at 3:20 a.m. in Catskill 
and charged with operat-
ing a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 
0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassi-
fied misdemeanors. Taratut 
was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Evan Reihl, 19, of 
Greenville, was arrested 
March 12 at 8:40 p.m. in 
Cairo and charged with 
sixth-degree conspiracy, a 
class B misdemeanor. Reihl 
was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Brandon Maldonado, 

20, of Selkirk, was arrested 
March 12 at 8:26 p.m. in 
Cairo and charged with sec-
ond-degree robbery, a class 
D attempted felony; two 
counts of criminal mischief 
with intent to damage prop-
erty, class A misdemeanors; 
and third-degree assault 
with intent to cause physi-
cal injury and sixth-degree 
conspiracy, both class B 
misdemeanors. Maldonado 
was released on his own re-
cognizance.

■ Brandon Gambi-
no, 33, of Saugerties, 
was arrested March 13 at 
8:35 p.m. in Catskill and 
charged with falsely report-
ing to law enforcement an 
incident that did not occur, 
a class A misdemeanor. 
Gambino was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Dana Higginboth-
am, 36, of Mount Carmel, 
Pennsylvania, was arrested 
March 14 at 12:18 a.m. in 
Catskill and charged with 
third-degree criminal pos-
session of a weapon, a class 
D felony, and seventh-de-
gree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, 
manufacture of drug-re-
lated paraphernalia and 
seventh-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled 
substance, all class A mis-
demeanors. Higginbotham 
was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Austin Mansfield, 27, 
of Catskill, was arrested 
March 14 at 2:22 p.m. in 
Catskill and charged with 
second-degree criminal 
mischief, a class D felony. 
Mansfield was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Benjamin McBain, 
41, of Cairo, was arrested 
March 15 at 3:20 p.m. in 
Cairo and charged with two 
counts of acting in a man-
ner injurious to a child, a 
class A misdemeanor. Mc-
Bain was issued an appear-
ance ticket.

■ Jose Burgos, 33, of 
Coxsackie, was arrested 
March 17 at 11:30 a.m. in 
Cairo and charged with 
first-degree knowingly in-
troducing dangerous con-
traband into a prison, a 
class D felony. Burgos was 
held on no bail.

■ John Caltabiano, 55, 
of Catskill, was arrested 
March 16 at 4:50 p.m. in 
Cairo and charged with six 
counts of first-degree fal-

sifying business records, a 
class E felony; three counts 
of fifth-degree health care 
fraud, a class A misde-
meanor; and three counts 
of obtaining controlled 
substance/prescription by 
fraud, a class A misde-
meanor. Caltabiano’s arrest 
status was not reported.

■ Matthew DeQuarto, 
23, of Rosendale, was ar-
rested March 17 at 3:51 
a.m. in Greenville and 
charged with aggravated 
unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, a class E fel-
ony, and operating a motor 
vehicle impaired by drugs, 
an unclassified misdemean-
or. DeQuarto’s arrest status 
was not reported.

■ Christian Markus, 30, 
of Freehold, was arrest-
ed March 18 at 9:05 a.m. 
in Greenville and charged 
with criminal imperson-
ation of a police officer/
federal law officer, a class 
E felony. Markus was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Shane Neer, 41, of 
Acra, was arrested March 
17 at 10:43 p.m. in Cairo 
and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation 
of a motor vehicle, a class 
E felony; operator leaving 
the scene of a personal in-
jury accident and use of a 
leased/rented/loaned ve-
hicle not equippped with 
an interlock device, both 
class A misdemeanors; and 
driving while intoxicated 
and operating a motor ve-
hicle with a blood-alcohol 
content over 0.08%, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. 
Neer was issued an appear-
ance ticket.

■ Catherine Marie Bar-
bieri, 29, of Cairo, was 
arrested March 18 at 1:55 
a.m. in Cairo and charged 
with operating a motor ve-
hicle with a blood-alcohol 
content over 0.08% and 
driving while intoxicated, 
both unclassified misde-
meanors. Barbieri was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Robert Peabody, 39, 
of Troy, was arrested March 
18 at 2:34 a.m. in Catskill 
and charged with fifth-de-
gree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, 
a class D felony. Peabody 
was issued an appearance 
ticket.

Police Blotter

GREENVILLE – Lou-
is A. “Louie” Pastina, Jr., 
75, passed away at his res-
idence on Tuesday, Feb. 28, 
2023, with his family at his 
side.

Louie was born in Prov-
idence, Rhode Island, on 
Oct. 2, 1947, a son of the 
late Louis A. and Anna 
Tartaglia Pastina. 

He was a graduate of 
Central High School. Lou-
ie worked as the director 
of operations at Plainridge 
Racetrack in Plainville, 
Massachusetts. He enjoyed 
horse racing and wagering, 
and owned several horses. 
He also enjoyed golfing 
and bowling.

Louie is survived by his 
wife, Kristine Nugent Past-
ina; children, Katelyn, Gi-
anna, Louis III, and Aman-
da; his brothers, Dennis 
(Janice) and David (Kim); 
his in-laws, Ted (Hope) 
Nugent and Kathryn (John) 
Dingman; many nieces, 

nephews, grandnieces, 
grandnephews and cousins; 
and his beloved pets, Diego 
and Penny.

A memorial gathering 
and celebration of Louie’s 
life took place on Saturday, 
March 11, from 1-4 p.m. at 
the Greenville Volunteer 
Fire Company.  

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations to the 
Greenville Volunteer Fire 
Company, P.O. Box 296, 
Greenville, NY 12083, or 
to Community Hospice, 47 
Liberty Street, Catskill, NY 
12414 will be appreciated.  

Condolence page is 
available at ajcunningham-
fh.com.

Obituaries
Louis A. Pastina, Jr.

Louis A. Pastina, Jr.
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Doesn’t it seem like ev-
erything is difficult? Even 
the most simple and mun-
dane tasks can be such a 
chore. 

I’ve learned that almost 
everything is a little more 
complex and complicated 
than I initially imagined.

Every year I try to put 
the Christmas lights away 
so they won’t be tangled 
when I redecorate next 
year; somehow, the lights 
still manage to get tangled 
up. It seems simple enough, 
but what was supposed to 
be fun can turn into a frus-
trating experience. 

Does anyone else have 
such a hard time getting 
the lawn mower started? 
Maybe I need to buy a 
new lawnmower, but it has 
been the same situation my 
whole life, with several 
lawnmowers. I have to pull 
the string a dozen times, 
and then maybe, just may-
be, it will work. 

Relationships are diffi-
cult! No matter how hard 
I try, it seems impossible 
to have relationships with 
certain people. I walk on 
eggshells and try to say the 
right thing, but they still 
end up angry and offended. 

Losing weight and stay-
ing in shape, don’t even get 
me started on this one. If I 
have even one bite of des-
sert, I’ll gain it all back.

Why does it have to be 
like this? I have no idea, 
but it can help to put it all 

in perspective. 
These little annoyances 

are nothing compared to 
the adversity and difficulty 
we will face when trying 
to master a particular skill, 
launch a successful busi-
ness, or raise a happy fam-
ily. Adversity is something 
we all must learn to live 
with; even plants and ani-
mals must struggle to live.  

One in a hundred baby 
spiders will survive into 
adulthood. Baby hyenas 
fight with their siblings 
to the death, and only the 
strong survive. A fraction 
of baby turtles will sur-
vive until adulthood. From 
the moment they are born, 
baby giraffes must learn to 
walk and run in a matter of 
hours or be eaten by their 
many natural predators.

Life is a struggle. Many 
people worldwide deal with 
situations that make our lit-
tle annoyances seem silly.

I was talking to a film-
maker the other day. He 
made one very famous film 
with A-list talent. He was 
remarking about how he 
writes silly books and fun-
ny screenplays to make a 
living while his father and 
grandfather faced situa-
tions daily that were mat-
ters of life and death. 

No doubt, compared to 
our ancestors, the strug-
gle to survive has changed 
quite a bit. Most of the dai-
ly annoyances we face are 
not life-or-death situations 
like they faced. 

While all of this is true, 
it still is hard not to get an-
noyed and frustrated.

I used to get angry at ev-
ery minor annoyance I had 
to deal with. Multiple times 
throughout the day, I’d find 
my blood boiling. Why 
though? Does that type of 
response make any logical 
sense? 

For years I felt as if I 
was constantly banging my 
head against the wall. After 
a while, it becomes hard to 
blame the wall. While we 
cannot control all the cir-
cumstances that come our 
way, we can change how 
we respond to them. 

Entrepreneur and moti-
vational speaker Jim Rohn 
said, “Learn how to turn 
frustration into fascination. 
You will learn more by be-
ing fascinated by life than 
you will by being frustrated 
by it.” 

It’s an interesting con-
cept. Rather than raging at 
traffic, become fascinated! 
What’s so fascinating? It 
doesn’t have to be the traf-
fic. What if you became 
fascinated by your response 
to the traffic? Why does it 
make you so angry? That’s 
a fascinating question when 
you get down to it! 

If I ask myself why I’m 
so frustrated with the traf-
fic, I’ll have a quick and 
easy answer: “I’m busy; 
I don’t have time to deal 
with this.” Is that the hon-
est answer? As I become 
more fascinated with my 
response, I may ask more 
questions and become even 
more intrigued! 

I knew there would be 
bad traffic, and if I had just 
organized my day better, I 
would have left the house 
earlier, and traffic wouldn’t 
be such a big problem; now 
that’s fascinating! By being 
fascinated, I discovered the 
source of my frustration.

Next time you’re feel-
ing frustrated, take a breath, 
ask yourself why, and be-
come fascinated instead!

Toby Moore is a col-
umnist, the star of Em-
my-nominated “A Separate 
Peace,” and the CEO of 
Cubestream Inc.

From frustration 
to fascination

Positively Speaking

Toby Moore

Positively       
Speaking
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Two young men from 
Oak Hill and Vicinity have 
achieved Eagle Scout status 
already in 2023. 

I, like many of you, 
know something about 
Scouting and what it does 
for the individual and the 
community, but talking to 
Colin Tumey, scoutmaster 
of Troop 42, I realized there 
was much I was not aware 
of. 

I’d like to share some 
of that story with all of you 
this week.

According to the nation-
al organization, “The Boy 
Scouts of America (BSA) 
provides the nation’s fore-
most youth program of 
character development 
and values-based leader-
ship training, which helps 
young people be ‘Prepared. 
For Life.’” 

“The scouting organiza-
tion is composed of approx-
imately 2.2 million youth 
members between the ages 
of 5 and 21 and approxi-
mately 800,000 volunteers 
in local councils through-
out the United States and 
its territories.”

“Since its inception in 
1910, more than 130 mil-
lion youth have participat-
ed in the BSA’s programs. 
More than 35 million adult 
volunteers have helped car-
ry out the BSA’s mission. 
Traditional scouting pro-
grams are operated by local 
chartering organizations, 
such as religious institu-
tions, clubs, civic associa-
tions and educational orga-
nizations, which implement 
the scouting program for 
youth within their commu-
nities. These units are led 
entirely by volunteers ap-
pointed by the chartering 
organization, who are sup-
ported by local councils.”

Troup 42 was founded 
in 1932 and has been spon-
sored by the Greenville 
American Legion Post No. 
291 since 1952.   

Tumey said, “Dave Bat-
tini was the Scoutmaster 
for 47 years before I took 
over five years ago. I was 
his assistant scoutmaster 18 
years before I became the 
scoutmaster.”

Battini was a history 
teacher at Durham Elemen-
tary and later Cairo-Durham 
School. Because of his long 
vacations, he was able to 
take the Scouts on sum-
mertime trips, including 
more than 30 times to the 
National Scout Jamboree. 
Each trip included a 10-day 
backpacking trek, cover-
ing 75 to 100 miles at the 
Philmont Scout Ranch in 
New Mexico 

Tumey said, “We are 
an active troop with 26 
youth registered and over 
10 adult leaders. We meet 
every Wednesday night 
from September to June at 
the Scout House, an early 
schoolhouse located next to 
the Presbyterian Church in 
Greenville. On June 10 this 
year there will be a ceremo-

ny naming the Scout House 
the David Battini Scout 
Building. We will be put-
ting a sign up and having 
an open house with Troop 
memorabilia.”

Scout troops are not 
allowed to own property 
but their chartering orga-
nization does. Thus, Helen 
Brown, a beloved Green-
ville teacher, left property 
to the American Legion to 
be used as a local camp-
ground for the troop. The 
site is called Camp 42 and 
has been designed and con-
structed by the troop to suit 
their needs.

Tumey has prepared a 
list of Eagle projects done 
by troop members. He ex-
plained, “I expect to have 
nine more Eagle Scouts 
approved by the end of this 
year. Our troop is 93 years 
old this year and those ad-
ditional nine will make 
an even 100 Eagle Scouts 
since we started, but 99 
have been since 1973. We 
had one earn it in 1952.”

According to Tumey, to 
earn the Eagle Scout rank 
a Scout must participate in 
the troop’s activities and 
advance through the ranks 
of Scout, Tenderfoot, Sec-
ond-Class, First-Class Star 
and Life. He must earn 21 
merit badges; 14 of them 
specifically to become an 
Eagle Scout. The Scout 
must serve at least six 
months in a position of re-
sponsibility to show lead-
ership. 

While a Life Scout he 
must plan, develop and 
give leadership to others in 
a service project helpful to 
any religious organization, 
any school or his communi-
ty. The project must benefit 
an organization other than 

the Boy Scouts. The project 
proposal must be approved 
by the organization bene-
fiting from the effort, the 
scoutmaster and unit com-
mittee, and the council or 
district before the start.

Imagine the dedication, 
planning and work that 
went in to these projects 
over the years. 

EAGLE SCOUT AND 
THEIR PROJECTS

1952: Kenneth Bott, un-
known

1973: Randy Hood and 
Douglas Welter, each 
raised a guide dog for 
the blind puppy

1973: Philip Kerns, un-
known

1973: Al Cardamone, Jr. 
helped create small 
park in Patchogue 

1976: Gary Welter planted 
trees and shrubbery at 
Norton Hill Wildlife 
Club

1977: Larry Smith painted 
the Surprise firehouse

1978: Neil Baumann paint-
ed the Norton Hill fire-
house

1979: John Conlon cleaned 
the apple orchard by 
Greenville High School

1979: John Whittaker built 
a dam in the Basic 
Creek for a trout pool

1980: James Whittaker ran 
basketball camp for 
grade school children

1980: Richard Schreiber 
painted the Greenville 
firehouse

1982: Michael McAneny, 
unknown

1983: Steven Greiner re-
moved and refinished 
doors at St. John’s 
Church sanctuary

1983: Christian Maten, un-
known

1983: John Rose scraped 
and painted all fire hy-

drants in Greenville
1983: Jeffrey Whittaker re-

paired and repainted the 
Greenville High School 
baseball bleachers

1984: Mark Whittaker 
organized and ran a 
bikeathon for St. Jude 
Children’s Research 
Hospital

1984: Dan Conlon made a 
nature trail and bridge

1984: Jeffrey Margiasso 
did renovations to the 
Coeymans Hollow fire-
house and youth facility

1984: Donald Wells paint-
ed a building at Ameri-
can Legon Post No. 291

1984: Christopher Hynes 
replaced sheetrock, 
painted and built 
shelves at the Scout 
building

1985:  David Pflug finger-
printed GCS elementa-
ry school children with 
State Police aid

1987: John Lafferty paint-
ed the outside of the 
Scout building

1987: Richard Wells built 
a shed for St. John’s 
Church

1987: Brian Blake paint-
ed and remodeled the 
Rensselaerville Ambu-
lance bay

1987: Fred Wienberg built 
shelving for equipment 
at the Rensselaer Am-
bulance bay

1988: Walter Hubicki (MD) 
painted the Greenville 
Center Baptist Church 
parsonage

1992: Terrane Blake 
cleaned, painted and 
organized at the Rens-
selaerville Ambulance 
bay

1992: Helmut Philipp re-
painted the inside of St. 
John’s Hall

1992: Matthew Gough put 
up the fire department 
numbers in Greenville

1997: Jeremy Kroop put up 
fire department num-
bers in Rensselaerville

1999: Darren Ricci built 
and installed bird hous-
es along the town park 
nature trail

2000: Gabe Meringolo 
built and placed bird 
feeders along the trail 
of Greenville Park

2001: Brian Monteverd 
built two bleachers at 

the Greenville Town 
Park soccer field

2005: Ryan Ricci did a 
clean-up at Norton Hill 
Pond, added walking 
trail and animal shelters

2006: Dan Nevins made 
improvements to the 
Durham Little League 
field, dugout and bat 
boxes

2006: Kyle McCormick 
built a turnout gear 
locker for Rensselaer-
ville Fire Company

2006: Joe Belarge did a 
clean-up at Locust 
Cemetery and replaced 
the sign

2006: Jeffrey Fabian built 
flower boxes for East 
Durham

2007: Brian Tumey built 
the Greenville Gazebo 
Park sidewalk

2008: Brian Crosby painted 
the railing, walkway by 
the Greenville Public 
Library

2008: Zachary Snyder did a 
project at the Greenville 
First Baptist Church 

2009: Colton Spahmer cre-
ated an indoor skate-
board park at First Bap-
tist Church

2009: Jordan Marrone did 
a project at the Wester-
lo FH and Cell Tower 
Fence

2010: Sam Mataraza ren-
ovated and painted the 
interior at the Bates 
Hollow Church

2011: Justin Nevins pro-
vided atrial fibrillation 
devices for the Green-
ville, Durham and 
Rensselaerville town 
halls

2011: Fred Hoefer cleared 
the UMC recreation 
area behind the Thrift 
Shop and made benches

2011: Tim Crosby did a 
Freehold Cemetery 
beautification project 
by painting the fence 
and shed

2011: Patrick Ostoyich 
painted truck bays and 
built shelves at the 
Medway-Grapevil le 
firehouse

2011: John Hicks painted 
Greenville’s fire hy-
drants

2011: Tucker Lewis re-
painted the Greenville 
NYS History sign

2011: R. Michael Amed-
ure repainted the NYS 
Historic sign in Rensse-
laerville

2012: Patrick Kelly did 
a beautification fence 
project at East Durham 
Knights of Columbus

2012: Josh Fitzgibbons 
built an in-house library 
for Cairo ARC and held 
a book drive

2012: James Tschinkel 
worked on the base-
ment at St. John’ 
Church rectory

2012: James DiDonato ren-
ovated the Greenville 
Locust Cemetery gate, 
sign, fence and memo-
rial stone

2013: Dylan Latham did a 
project at the Westerlo 
Town Park, picnic ta-
bles, basketball hoops 
and cleared brush

2013: Thomas Gamsjager 
built and put out 13 
wood duck nesting 
boxes

2014: Austin Nevins re-
stored the Oak Hill 
Cemetery stone and re-
cords

2014: Russell Lewis in-
stalled missing NYS 
Historical signs in 
Greenville

2014: Cody Bowden in-
stalled signage at the 
Greenville Cemetery 
and mapping sites

2015: Matthew Plattner 
renovated Greenville 
town entrance signs

2015: Patrick Bowden re-
stored the Westerlow 
Town Park baseball 
dugouts, backstop and 
field

2015: Austin Rosen provid-
ed golf clubs for troops 
overseas

2016: Dan King rebuilt 
the church sign and 
entrance ramp at Oak 
Hill United Methodist 
Church

2017: Bergen Criswell 
built a bicycle trail in 
Greenville

2017: Cormac Tolan built a 
new sign for the Green-
ville Fire Company in 
Norton Hill

2017: Jude Kappel upgrad-
ed the field of the South 
Westerlo Little League 
field

2018: Cameron Baitsholts 
built three picnic areas 
at Lake Myosotis, with 
tables and fire pits

2018: Tommy Mason built 
a latrine at American 
Legion property, Camp 
42

2018: Jonathan Hagan, 
doors at the St. John’s 
Church

2018: Nick Miller did a 
library project at Tech 
Valley
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Troop 42 Scouts

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Andrew King received his Eagle award at the Durham United 
Methodist Church, where he did his project. His brothers Daniel 
and Stephen, also Eagle Scouts in Troop 42, participated in the 
ceremony along with their mother, Melinda, and  Scoutmaster 
Colin Tumey, who guided them all through the program.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
This photo taken outside the Scout House in Greenville many years ago shows how young men 
grow  with the program.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Billy Sherburne chose the 
West Durham Cemetery as his 
Eagle project. Now visitors 
to the cemetery have a safe 
place to park and enter the 
cemetery.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The West Durham Cemetery, where Eagle Scout Billy Sherburne 
did his project.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Eagle Scout Thomas Rohan, 
who completed a project at 
Brandow Park.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO     
Thomas Rohan planned and erected a new sign at Brandow 
Park for his Eagle Scout project.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO     
Garrett Cunningham, who achieved Eagle status in 2022, and 
Andrew King both participated in a trip to Philmont Scout 
Ranch in New Mexico, a trip thatincluded a 10-day backpacking 
trek covering 75 to 100 miles.

See SCOUTS, page A9



2018: Steven King per-
formed a Freehold fire-
house bell project

2019: Tristen Marcello, 
flagpole at American 
Legion property, Camp 
42

2019: Austin Field, new 
sign at the American 
Legion

2020: Zachary Storrs, pic-
nic tables and garbage 
bins for pavilion at 
Camp 42

2020: Walter Sutton, en-
trance gate at American 
Legion property, Camp 
42

2020: Dean Rosen Battini’s 
Kitchen at American 
Legion property, Camp 
42

2021: Matthew Hagan Sny-
der’s Cemetery Resto-
ration Project, Freehold

2021: Connor Handel, bird 
houses and benches at 
Brandow Park

2021: Dakota Storrs, com-
fort bags for foster chil-
dren

2022: Thomas Rohan, re-
placed the sign for 
Brandow Park

2022: Garrett Cunning-
ham, Grapeville Baptist 
Church Beautification 
Project

2022: Uht Simon, Greyson 
Project

2023: Andrew King paint-
ed and repaired parts of 
the Durham Methodist 
Church

2023: Billy Sherburne, 
West Durham Ceme-
tery parking lot
While I can’t tell the 

whole story of each Scout 
and his project, let me share 
some  details of the latest 
two projects:

Billy Sherburne se-
lected the historic West 
Durham cemetery on the 
Susquehanna Turnpike for 
his Eagle project because 
many of his neighbors’ 
family members are buried 
there and he saw firsthand 
that access to it was diffi-
cult. He wanted to make 
it easier for them to visit 
and honor those who had 
passed. As it was, it was 
extremely challenging to 
get to the cemetery and 
people who came were 
forced to park in the road. 
Billy’s project provided a 
wider, more accessible en-
try to the cemetery, partic-
ularly for elderly folks, and 
an area to park vehicles. He 
first had to have the piece 
of land adjacent to the cem-
etery donated to the town 
of Durham, which owns the 

cemetery. He then found 
a local surveyor who was 
willing to donate his time to 
survey the property. Final-
ly, he organized volunteers 
to clear the property, level 
it and grade it. If you drive 
up to the top of the moun-
tain today, you can park 
safely off the road in the 
designated parking area, 
easily walk through the re-
hung wrought iron gates, 
and enter the cemetery.

Andrew King’s Eagle 
project involved work at 
the Durham United Meth-
odist Church, located at the 
bottom of the Susquehanna 
Turnpike, near Highway 
145. The historic church, 
which is listed on the 
Greene County Historic 
Register, always requires 
maintenance. King scraped 
and painted the large win-
dows in the sanctuary; 
sanded and painted a side 
door; sanded, painted and 
replaced part of the railing 
on the front ramp. He also 
repaired the brickwork 
around the sign in the back 
of the church and cleaned 
up the yard around the 
church. Andrew, who has 
two older brothers [Daniel 
and Stephen] who are Ea-
gle Scouts, started in the 
first grade as a Tiger Scout.   

Both Scouts are current-
ly looking at colleges for 
next year, while busy with 
school, sports and part-time 
jobs in the community.  

When you drive around 
the local communities, 
looks for the projects done 
by the troop members over 
the years. Many you will 
already be familiar with 
but didn’t realize how they 
came to be there. 

And certainly, thank the 
Scouts, Scoutmaster Tu-
mey, Scout families, and all 
those who assist the troop 
in their work and growth.
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Massage Yoga Sauna

Chiropractic AestheticsFitnessReiki

GREENVILLE HAS 

DID YOU KNOW?

www.CatskillValleyChiropractic.com
518-860-9555

@CatskillValleyChiropractic

20 Country Estates Road

Greenville  |  Windham  |  Latham

Awaken Your Surroundings

Unleash your creativity and transform your home both inside 
and out with Cultured Stone® manufactured stone veneer. Our 

expert designers can help you explore the limitless possibilities of 
textures, shapes, and hues to use in unexpected places.

GENERATOR INSTALLATION, 
SALES & SERVICE

Power outages can affect 
your home or business 
at any time  

SCHEDULE A FREE ON-LOCATION 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

518-943-3229
HoldridgePowerSystems.com

Be Prepared for 
Power Outages  
Be Prepared for 
Power Outages  

License #209

SCOUTS, from page A8

RECYCLE

RECYCLE
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CommunityCalendarCalendar
To have your organization’s 

events added to our calendar, 
please enter them online at 
www.greenvillepioneer.com

Brought to you by

MARCH 2023
24 - Murder Mystery Weekend at Blackthorne Resort, start 

time 3 p.m. on Friday, March 24, finish time at 11 
a.m. on Sunday, March 26. 

24-25 - Performance: “Spinning My Wheels,” 7:30 p.m., at 
Bridge Street Theatre’s March “Solofest, 44 West 
Bridge Street, Catskill. Tickets are $22 and can 
be purchased at https://bridgest.org/spinning-my-
wheels-tickets/

25 - Program: “Learn to Identify Trees in Winter with Rich 
Ring” at Mountain Top Arboretum, 4 Maude Adams 
Road, Tannersville. Admission is free for members, 
suggested donation of $10 for non-members. No 
registration required.

26 - Windham Manor Bridal Expo, 12-4 p.m., at Windham 
Manor, 1161 County Road 10, Windham. Tickets 
online are $10, tickets at the door are $15. Visit 
www.windhammanor.com/bridalexpo for more 
information.

26 - Performance: “An Eternal Enigma: Works for Jewish 
Poets and Composers,” at 3 p.m., at Beattie Powers 
House, Prospect Avenue, Catskill. Suggested 
donation: $10.

26 - Performance: “Spinning My Wheels,” 2 p.m., at 
Bridge Street Theatre’s March “Solofest, 44 West 
Bridge Street, Catskill. Tickets are $22 and can 
be purchased at https://bridgest.org/spinning-my-
wheels-tickets/

26 - Program: “History of Slavery at the Willows,” 2 p.m., 
at The Willows at Brandow Point, 480 Route 385, 
Athens. Free admission but event is limited to 20 
participants. Register at https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/history-of-slavery-at-the-willows-presentation-
by-jonathan-palmer-tickets-530522967477?aff=Email 

26 - Performance: Abe Ovadia Jazz Concert, 2 p.m., at 
Cairo Public Library, 15 Railroad Avenue, Cairo. Free 
admission.

28 - Greenville Central Kindergarten Screening, 7 a.m. to 
2:15 p.m., at Scott M. Ellis Elementary School MP 
Room, Route 32, Greenville.

30 - Trivia Thursday, 7 p.m ., at The Tasting Lab, 4856 
Route 81, Greenville.

31 - Performance: “Alone: Stories from Edgar Allan Poe,” 
at 7:30 p.m., at Bridge Street Theatre, 44 West 
Bridge Street, Catskill. Tickets available at bridgetst.
org/alone-tickets/

APRIL 2023
1 - Comedy Night at The Shamrock House, at 7 p.m., 

2388 Route 145, East Durham. Tickets available 
online for $15 at morethanjokes.com or 
$20 at the door.

3 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 
512 Main Street, Cairo.

4 - Durham Town Board workshop, 7:30 p.m., at Durham 
Town Hall, 7309 Route 81, East Durham.

5 - Greenville Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., at Pioneer 

Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.

6 - Program: “Civilian Conservation Corps in the 
Catskills,” at 7 p.m., via Zoom, by the Mountaintop 
Historical Society. Register by emailing mthsdirector@
mths.org or call 518-589-6657.

6 - Cairo Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., at Cairo Town 
Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.

6 - Trivia Thursday, 7 p.m., at The Tasting Lab, 4856 
Route 81, Greenville.

7 - Program: “Easter Egg Hunt at the Zoo,” timed slots 
at 10 a.m., 12 p.m., 2 p.m., at Bailiwick Animal Park, 
118 Castle Road, Catskill. Cost is $25 and includes 
egg hunt, pony ride and admission for child and one 
adult. Reservations required by calling 518-678-5665 
or emailing bailiwickzoo@aol.com.

8 - Performance: “Ibex Puppetry: Ajijaak on Turtle Island,” 
7:30 p.m., at Orpheum Performing Arts Center, 6050 
Main Street, Tannersville. Tickets purchased ahead 
of time are $25 for adults, $20 for seniors and $7 
for students, by emailing boxoffice@catskillmtn.org 
or calling 518-263-2063. Tickets puirchased at the 
door are $30 for adults, $25 for seniors and $7 for 
students.

9 - Exhibit: “Stepping Out of History: Telling Our Own 
Story,” at CREATE Gallery, 398 Main Street, Catskill. 
Call 518-943-3400 for more information.

13 - Trivia Thursday at The Tasting Lab, 7 p.m., at 4856 
Route 81, Greenville.

14 - First Reformed Church of Catskill Rummage Sale, 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., at 310 Main Street, Catskill. Free 
admission.

15 - Program: “Apple Tree Pruning with Erik Schellenberg, 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m., at Mountain Top Arboretum, 
4 Maude Adams Road, Tannserville. Members are 
free, suggested $10 donation for nonmembers. No 
registration required.

15 - First Reformed Church of Catskill Rummage Sale, 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at 310 Main Street, Catskill. Free 
admission.

17 - Greenville Town Board meeting, at Pioneer Building, 
11159 Route 32, Greenville.

18 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., at Durham 
Town Hall, 7309 Route 81, East Durham.

19 - Cairo Town Board workshop, 7 p.m., at Cairo Town 
Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.

20 - Trivia Thursday at The Tasting Lab, 7 p.m., at 4856 
Route 81, Greenville.

21-23 - Motorcycle Mayhem at Blackthorne Resort, 348 
Sunside Road, East Durham.

22 - Trooper David Brinkerhoff Memorial Race Series, 12-
mile bike loop route begins at Coxsackie-Athens High 
School, Sunset Boulevard, Coxsackie. 

22 - Hunter Branch Rail Trail Grand Opening and Bridge 
Dedication, 1 p.m., at 5132 Route 23A, Haines Falls.

27 - Trivia Thursday at The Tasting Lab, 7 p.m., 
 at 4856 Route 81, Greenville.

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, 
Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Terminal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing.

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always, perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. 
We deliver service by maintaining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and off the job.

495 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY • Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

Transcribed from her diary 
by Kathy Saurer Osborne

1952
Sunday, March 9:
Clear. A fine day. Chuck 

and Joyce went to church. 
We had dinner and then we 
took Chuck to Trainer’s. 
Chuck goes as far as New 
York with him and he gets 
a ride from there on. Lite, 
Philip and Joann were here 
a little while this P.M. Joyce 
and I put away her shower 
presents tonight. I didn’t go 
to the Mass meeting. Too 
lazy. Bad!

Monday, March 10:
Clear. Took Joyce to 

Stanton’s. Came back, got 
lunches and breakfast. Put 
out clothes and brought 
them in. Washed and ironed 
for Joyce. Crocheted. Got 
groceries at the store, etc.

Tuesday, March 11:
Rain. A miserable day. 

Rained nearly all of it. 
Mended and ironed and 

put away the clothes. Cro-
cheted. Uncle Ed Stewart 
died yesterday. Recovered 
the ironing board. Tired me 
out.

Wednesday, March 12:
Clear. A fine day. Did 

odd jobs and crocheted, 
etc. Addie and I went to 
Red’s for “dinner” and on 
to Delite’s for a little visit.

Thursday, March 13:
Cloudy. Snow. Light 

snow. Cleaned hall, bed-
rooms and the kitchen floor. 
Mrs. Middleton left a pack-
age for Joyce and Kelly 
and Dot were here in a few 
minutes. He was after Ed-
die Waldron’s pony to take 
to Egerence, where he had 
sold him.

Friday, March 14:
Clear. Cleaned and 

dusted living rooms. Made 
apple sauce and a cake. 
Joyce came with Don. Am 
getting ready for the card 
party Saturday night. Mrs. 
Middleton gave Joyce a 

long string of coral beads. 
They are very pretty. Ma-
rie a cute tray and pilsner 
glasses (plastic). Four. 
Bronze.

Saturday, March 15:
Clear. Snow squalls. 

Made two pies and did 
everyday work. Made es-
calloped buttered biscuit, 
salmon and a dish of mac-
aroni and cheese. Also 
Jello. Got prizes, etc. Don 
worked today. Chuck called 
this evening. 

Sunday, March 16:
Cloudy. Snow. Wind 

and snow squalls all day. 
Getting slippery. Don and 
Adrienne took the TV to 
Tony’s and went for it this 
P.M. Joyce and I went to 
church. 16 out. A very bad 
day. Wind blew very hard. 
Had a good time last night. 
Ray and Edith got high,, 
Calister low and May 
Woodruff who played for a 
man, man’s low.

Monday, March 17:

Clear. Took Joyce to 
Greenville. Got breakfast 
and put up Don’s lunch. 
Children to school. Put 
out wash. Hand washed 
and ironed. Brought in the 
clothes and aired and put 
away those that didn’t need 
ironing. Started a new piece 
for Joyce. Rose scarf and 
two small doilies to match. 
Gene Giffin (Walter’s son) 
is in the hospital.

Tuesday, March 18:
Clear. A beautiful day. 

Saw a robin. Did the iron-
ing and cleaned the kitchen 
cabinet. Made applesauce 
and a cake. Took Gertrude 
where she wanted to go 
and crocheted. Children in 
school. Don at work. He’s 
up to Effie’s finishing a deal 
tonight. Had a letter from 
Delite. She and JoAnn have 
the sniffles. 

Wednesday, March 19:
Snow. Snow all day. 8”-

10”. Did everyday work. 
Finished Grace G.’s chair 

set. Two of them. Large 
ones for Billy Saurer’s 
mother’s wedding anniver-
sary (25th) in June. The 
girls stayed for B.B. prac-
tice. They both play Friday 
night. Had a letter from 
Joyce. She had her shower 
Monday night. Said she got 
a beautiful lot of things.

Thursday, March 20:
Clear. A fine day. Thaw-

ing and warm. Cleaned 
bedrooms and did every-
day work. Addie called this 
P.M. Gene helping Rose 
this P.M. Don at a meeting 
in Hudson tonight. We had 
an early supper to help him 
get started. Have to sit on 
Election Board Saturday 
from 8 A.M. ‘till 10 P.M. 
Special registration!

Friday, March 21:
Clear. A fine warm day. 

The song sparrows are 
here. Have winter acco-
nite, snowdrops and crocus 
in bloom. Cleaned living 
rooms and Gertrude dust-

ed, also kitchen. Hung out 
a small wash, brought it in 
and ironed it. Mr. Dan Ben-
nett called to see Don. He 
(Don) is to see him in Del-
mar tomorrow A.M. Joyce 
came with Don. Chuck has 
been transferred to Nor-
folk, Virginia, and won’t 
be home this weekend. 
Don took Adrienne, Adele, 
Joyce, Janice, Baitsholts, 
Janet Wright and Nancy 
Giffin to the B.B. game. 
Seniors (Adrienne in one) 
play the “All Stars” (Adele 
is an All Star). Ha!

Saturday, March 22:
Clear A.M. Rain P.M. 

Chuck came just as we 
were getting up. Ate and 
slept. I went 8 A.M. to the 
firehouse. There all day on 
board. 8 A.M. till 10 P.M. 
Cut wool for Pearl Haskin’s 
hooked rug. Don came for 
me. Chuck and Joyce at 
Eufemia’s. They went out 
tonight dancing. Don went 
to Delmar.

Grandma Mackey’s Diary
1952 life in Medusa

Visit Our Display Center at 747 Pierce Road, Clifton Park, NY, 12065
Same Day  Installation• Sales  • Rentals  • Service  • Buybacks

New and Reconditioned Lifts
Locally Owned & Operated

Regain Your Independence!
$ 200 OFF

the purchase of 

any sta
irlift

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Offer valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured 
in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 CSLB# 1035795 Registration# 
HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suffolk HIC  License# 52229-H License# 2102212986 License# 262000022 
License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 License# 50145 License# 408693 Regis-
tration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 
2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

1-855-478-9473
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Dental50Plus.com/nypress

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits 
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about 
this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. 
Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider 
kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance



The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  March 24, 2023                                                                                         A11  

TECHNOLOGY
TECHNOLOGY

MODERNMODERN
CLEANING
CLEANING

STOP BY & TRY ALL OUR NEW SERVICES

UNIVERSAL CAR WASH
2447 US-9W
RAVENA, NY

12 GARLAND LANE
GREENVILLE, NY

11831 RTE 9W
COXSACKIE, NY

3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS!

• i5 Baywash 
 Hybrid Automatic

• Typhoon Touch 
Free Automatic 

• New Self Serve 
 Wash Bays 
 $5 for 8 minutes

• LED Light Show 
 At Night!

Ez Pass Unlimited Wash 
Packages & Gift Cards Now On 
Sale At Our Coxsackie Location

518-378-0164

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL HOME FOR 60 YEARS!

741 DELAWARE AVENUE, DELMAR, NY 12054

(518) 439-5560
WWW.MEYERSFUNERALHOME.COM

A family owned funeral home, started in 1968 by 
Ben Meyers of Alcove. In recent years taken over by 

his son, Stephen; who lives in Ravena. 

For personal service, flexibility and cost savings on 
your cremation and burial needs. Just 13 miles from 
downtown Ravena. I know people do not like to talk 
to the tax man or funeral director, but if I can be of 

any help at the time of need, please feel free to call.  

Stephen Meyers - Where the name on the sign out 
front matches the guy you talk to.

Burials starting at $2,835
Cremations starting at $995

TCI of NY helps kick-off the 
Capital Region BOCES 

Career & Technical Education Month celebration

 February marks the month-long celebration of national Career 
& Technical Education (CTE).  Brian Hemlock, President TCI of NY, 
joined other industry leaders to speak at the Capital Region BOCES 
celebration event held last week.  

“Capital Region BOCES is a great partner of TCI, Career and Technical 
Education is the backbone of America, the work all the educators 
do here is very important and the students are learning every day 
putting that education to great use,” said Mr. Hemlock.

Capital Region BOCES teaches more than 1,200 high school 
students and hundreds of adults the skills needed to find meaningful 
employment.  As one of the largest workforce development centers 
in upstate New York they partner with more than 300 businesses.

To find out more about working at TCI, call John Barr at 
(518) 756-9997 or go to www.tci-ny.com for more information.

Featured Left to Right:  Chris White, Deputy Commissioner Workforce Development, 
NYS Department of Labor, Brian Williams, Executive Director, Capital Region Workforce 
Development Board, Joseph P. Dragone, Senior Executive Officer, Capital Region BOCES, 
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New York State De-
partment of Environmental 
Conservation Commission-
er Basil Seggos announced 
that New York bear hunt-
ers harvested an estimated 
1,318 black bears during 
the 2022 hunting season. 

As in past years, the 
Catskill region recorded 
the greatest bear harvest 
densities.

“New York’s black bear 
populations remain robust, 
particularly in the Catskill 
and Adirondack regions,” 
Seggos said. “Regulated 
bear hunting is a necessary 
tool for population man-
agement, especially with 
numbers increasing in re-
cent years. I’m pleased to 
see hunters across the state 
logged another successful 
and safe bear hunting sea-
son.”

Hunters harvested an 
estimated 458 bears in the 
Northern Zone and an es-
timated 860 bears in the 
Southern Zone, an increase 
of about 14% in the north 
compared to the previ-
ous year and a decrease of 
approximately 9% in the 

south. 
The total bear harvest 

was approximately 10% 
fewer than the five-year av-
erage. 

As in past years, the 
Catskill region produced 
the greatest bear densities. 
In Wildlife Management 
Units (WMUs) 3C, 3H, 3K, 
3M, and 4R, hunters took 
more than 10 bears per 100 
square miles, with hunters 
taking more than 15 bears 
per 100 miles in WMU 4R.
NOTABLE NUMBERS

• 13 and 93: The ages 
of the youngest and oldest 
hunters who successfully 
harvested a bear in 2022.

• 15.5: The number of 
bears harvested per 100 
square miles in WMU 4R 
(western Greene County 
and portions of Schoharie, 
Delaware and Ulster coun-
ties), which had the greatest 
bear harvest density of any 
WMU.

• 11.8: The number 
of bears harvested per 10 
square miles in the town of 
Port Jervis, Orange Coun-
ty, which had the greatest 
bear harvest density of any 

town.
• 520 pounds: The 

heaviest dressed-weight 
bear reported to DEC in 
2022, taken in the town of 
Windsor, Broome County, 
WMU 7S. Scaled weights 
of dressed bears were sub-
mitted for 26% of bears 
taken in 2022.

• 612: The number of 
hunter-harvested bears in 
2022 from which DEC col-
lected teeth to determine 
the bear’s age.

Black bear harvest data 
are gathered from two main 
sources — harvest reports 
required of all successful 
bear hunters, and the physi-

cal examination of bears by 
DEC staff and cooperating 
taxidermists. 

Harvest estimates are 
made by cross-referenc-
ing these two data sources 
and determining the rate at 
which hunters report bear 
harvests in each zone. In 
2022, 80% of successful 
bear hunters in the North-
ern Zone and 89% of suc-
cessful bear hunters in the 
Southern Zone reported 
their harvest. 

In the fall of 2023, DEC 

will send a 2022 Black Bear 
Management Coordinator 
Patch and a letter confirm-
ing each bear’s age to all 
hunters who reported their 
bear harvest and submitted 
a tooth for age analysis.

DEC’s 2022 Bear Har-
vest Summary report pro-
vides tables, charts and 
maps detailing the bear har-
vest around the state. Past 
harvest summaries are also 
available on DEC’s website 
at dec.ny.gov.

Source: New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

COURTESY OF PEXELS    
The overall bear harvest in New York state was slightly lower in 
2022 than the five-year average, according to the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation.
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Hunters’ bear harvest declines slightly
Harvest density is greatest in Catskills

COURTESY OF PEXELS    
Camping season is coming up and the Department of Environ-
mental Conservation has changed the reservations process for 
state camping sites.

The New York State 
Department of Environ-
mental Conservation has 
announced changes to res-
ervations at DEC camp-
grounds for the upcoming 
season, including new 
same-day reservations to 
help add flexibility and ease 
to last-minute bookings.

“DEC is excited to 
make some changes and 
updates to this year’s res-
ervation window for DEC 
campgrounds,” said DEC 
Commissioner Basil Seg-
gos. “While many campers 
book weeks or months in 
advance, there continues 

to be a high demand for 
last-minute bookings. Add-
ing same-day reservations 
will allow our customers 
to check availability and 
book a reservation on their 
way to a campground. An 
additional 17 hours to book 
a camping stay will ensure 
sites are available before 
arriving and prevent any-
one from arriving to a full 
campground.”

The change will af-
ford last-minute campers 
the security of a reserved 
campsite at any of DEC’s 
52 campgrounds and aligns 
the Forest Preserve-based 

campgrounds with the res-
ervation window currently 
employed by the facilities 
operated by the State Of-
fice of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation. 

All New York state 
campgrounds will now ac-
cept reservations as late as 
the same day.

Reservations will be 
required, and patrons can 
now book a camping res-
ervation as late as 5 p.m. 
on the desired day of arriv-
al. The public will also be 
able to book a one-night 
stay for the 2023 season at 
any DEC campground be-

ginning April 7. This will 
mean that gaps between 
reservations will be able to 
be filled earlier than in the 
past.

For more information 
on DEC-operated camp-
grounds, including a list of 
campgrounds and sched-
ules, visit DEC’s website or 
call DEC’s Bureau of Rec-
reation at 518-457-2500. 

To make reservations 
at any of DEC’s camping 
facilities, call ReserveAm-
erica at 1-800-456-CAMP 
(2267) or visit the Re-
serveAmerica website.

Camping season is coming up

ALBANY — The New 
York State Department 
of Environmental Con-
servation has announced 
the agency will be con-
ducting prescribed burns 
on DEC-managed land in 
different areas of the state 
from late March to early 
May. 

The first burns will oc-
cur on Long Island. Pre-
scribed fire is a tool used 
to manage fire-dependent 
ecosystems in a manner 
that develops a resilient 
natural balance of fire in 

the desired vegetation. 
These fires are regulated 
by law and regulation and 
require technical expertise 
to conduct the burns safely.

Before any prescribed 
fire is conducted, a burn 
plan is developed. Burn 
plans outline manage-
ment’s objectives, as well 
as parameters that must be 
satisfied before any pre-
scribed fire can take place. 
Careful consideration is 
given to environmental 
factors such as current and 
expected weather condi-

tions and smoke manage-
ment considerations in 
close coordination with the 
National Weather Service. 

These burn plans are 
executed by nationally cer-
tified burn bosses. Every 
burn boss in DEC is a fully 
credentialed and certified 
forest ranger.

Prescribed burns ac-
complish more than simply 
using fire to manipulate 
habitat for a land manage-
ment objective. The burns 
serve as an opportunity 
to develop partnerships 

among different DEC di-
visions. Working with the 
Divisions of Lands and 
Forests, Operations, and 
Fish and Wildlife creates 
the potential to train more 
staff to become wildland 
firefighters, supporting 
efforts to implement pre-
scribed burns in the future 
and response to wildland 
fires.

In 2022, DEC and 
partner agencies burned 
hundreds of acres of grass-
land habitat and dozens 
of acres of forested lands. 
These treatments included 

controlled burns on two of 
DEC’s largest Long Island 
properties, the Otis Pike 
Pine Barrens State For-
ests and the Rocky Point 
Pine Barrens State Forest, 
as well as on several oth-
er smaller, DEC-managed 
properties in eastern Suf-
folk County.

While DEC makes the 
necessary notifications 
before conducting any 
prescribed fires, the pub-
lic is encouraged to report 
smoke columns to local 
authorities. More infor-
mation on wildfire pre-

vention may be found on 
the FIREWISE New York 
webpage at dec.ny.gov.

While prescribed burns 
are happening with mul-
tiple trained wildland 
firefighters on hand, the 
annual residential brush 
burn ban is in effect from 
March 16 to May 14. 
Open burning of debris is 
the single-largest cause of 
spring wildfires in New 
York state. When tempera-
tures warm and the past 
fall’s debris and leaves dry 
out, wildfires can start and 
spread easily, further fu-
eled by winds and a lack 
of green vegetation. Each 
year, DEC Forest Rangers 
extinguish dozens of wild-
fires that burn hundreds of 
acres. 

In addition, local fire 
departments, many of 
which are staffed by vol-
unteers, all too often have 
to leave their jobs and fam-
ilies to respond to wildfires 
caused by illegal debris 
fires. DEC will post the 
Fire Danger Map for the 
2023 fire season on DEC’s 
website once there is a 
moderate risk anywhere in 
New York.

DEC: Prescribed fires will improve habitats statewide
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Estimated Bear Harvest Totals
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By Thomas Christopher
For Capital Region 
Independent Media

As a horticultural stu-
dent at the New York Bo-
tanical Garden in the 1970s, 
I was thoroughly inculcated 
with the romance of plant 
explorers. 

In the Botanical Gar-
den’s library, my favorite 
haunt at the time, I met 
botanists who traveled reg-
ularly to the Amazonian 
rain forest to collect plant 
specimens, many of which 
were new to science. They 
shared stories of surviving 
in the wild. 

There was one botanist, 
for example, who told me of 
the time a canoe with sup-
plies was delayed and he 
and his comrades survived 
on dinners of giant Ama-
zonian earthworms (“like 
sausages,” he claimed) and 
mammoth spiders (“like 
crabs”). 

I supplemented these 
recollections with reading 
first-hand accounts of past 
explorers such as English-
man Frank Kingdon-Ward, 
who, an elderly librari-
an told me, used to sling 
a hammock between the 
shelves of the library when 
he was passing through 
New York.

Years later I edited a se-
lection of Kingdon-Ward’s 
memoirs, but I never have 
explored for plants beyond 
the forest surrounding my 
home in western Massa-
chusetts. What I’ve found 
there has been satisfying ¬– 
pink lady slipper orchids in 

the spring, great stands of 
assorted ferns, and hillsides 
of mountain laurel in full 
bloom – but none of it par-
ticularly rare. 

Now, though, Micah 
Jasny tells me that native 
plants enthusiasts such as 
myself can satisfy their In-
diana Jones fantasies while 
doing some real good to 
plant conservation by join-
ing the Native Plant Trust’s 
Plant Conservation Volun-
teers.

Established in 1993, 
this group grew out of a 
dearth of professional field 
botanists. Micah, who is 
the Native Plant Trust’s bo-
tanical coordinator, told me 
that a decline of interest in 
botany in American univer-
sities meant they were not 
graduating enough plant 
scientists to keep track of 
changes in our native North 
American flora. 

In particular, this was 
a problem in New En-
gland, where changes in 
land use (the abandonment 
of farms and spontaneous 
reforestation) as well as 
pressure from development 
had caused severe popu-
lation declines in many 
once-common plants. 

This had been a con-
cern of the Native Plant 
Trust (which is based in 
Framingham, Massachu-
setts) since its founding 
as the Society for the Pro-
tection of Native Plants in 
1900. Keeping up with the 
population changes of just 
the rarest plants, however, 
was a huge job, requiring 
regular visits to thousands 

of plant colonies, some of 
which had not been revisit-
ed since they were first dis-
covered in the 19th century.

The concept behind the 
Plant Conservation Volun-
teers was to recruit inter-
ested members of the pub-
lic and instruct them in the 
process of plant identifica-
tion, and then send them 
out in teams to check on 
the known rare-plant colo-
nies. After taking notes and 
photographs of what they 
would find, they would 
submit their reports to the 
Native Plant Trust for dis-
tribution to plant preserva-
tion groups in all six of the 
New England states. 

Starting with a group of 
15 volunteers, this program 
has grown over the years 
to include some 350 mem-
bers, and, Micah says, more 
are needed as currently, 
volunteers are monitoring 
over 1,000 plant popula-
tions representing 300-350 
different species.

In addition to just 
searching out the plant col-
onies and checking on their 
status, including estimates 
of the number of individu-
al plants and whether they 
arose from seed or sprouted 
off existing specimens, the 
volunteers also record de-
scriptions of the sites, pre-
senting a clearer picture of 
the conditions that promote 
the growth of the rarities. 

The volunteers may 
also collect seeds to be 
preserved in regional seed 
banks, where they are avail-
able for scientific study and 
restorationists. If volun-

teers found the rare plant 
survivors threatened by 
invasive plants, the Trust 
might also send them back 
to clear round the natives 
and beat back the invaders. 

The volunteers are also 
responsible for checking 
reports of newly identified 
plant populations. They 
typically identify 100 or 
so new rare plant colonies 
every year and have even 
found outposts of species 
that had been thought to 
have been extirpated from 
the region.

The Native Plant Trust 
fosters volunteer enthusi-
asm through field trips led 
by professional botanists as 
well as offering them class-
es. Of course, to anyone se-
riously bitten by the native 
plant bug, just the chance to 
see all these rarities in their 
native settings is encour-
agement enough.

For information about 
joining this program, go to 
the Native Plant Trust web-
site at nativeplanttrust.org. 
To listen to the rest of my 
conversation with Micah 
Jasny, log onto the Berk-
shire Botanical Garden’s 
“Growing Greener” pod-
cast at berkshirebotanical.
org/growinggreener.

Be-a-Better-Garden-
er is a community service 
of Berkshire Botanical 
Garden, located in Stock-
bridge, Mass. Its mission, 
to provide knowledge of 
gardening and the en-
vironment through a di-
verse range of classes and 
programs, informs and 
inspires thousands of stu-

dents and visitors each 
year. Thomas Christopher 
is a volunteer at Berkshire 
Botanical Garden and is 
the author or co-author of 
more than a dozen books, 
including Nature into Art 
and The Gardens of Wave 
Hill (Timber Press, 2019). 
He is the 2021 Garden 
Club of America’s Nation-
al Medalist for Literature, 
a distinction reserved to 

recognize those who have 
left a profound and lasting 
impact on issues that are 
most important to the GCA. 
Christopher’s companion 
broadcast to this column, 
Growing Greener, streams 
on WESUFM.org, Pacifi-
ca Radio and NPR and is 
available at berkshirebo-
tanical.org/growinggreen-
er.
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COURTESY OF JOEY GENOVESE
Plant conservation volunteers help identify plants, particularly 
rare ones, and submit photos and reports to area preservation 
groups.

Native plants enthusiasts: 
Channel your inner Indiana Jones

Be A Better Gardener

By John Grimaldi
For Capital Region 
Independent Media 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
— More Americans than 
ever are growing older and 
healthier these days. 

Consider the fact that 
on average we were lucky 
if we lived past 47 years 
of age at the beginning 
of the 20th century. Yet 
nowadays, most men and 
women in the U.S. can 
look forward to celebrating 
birthdays well into their 

70s. 
In fact, the New En-

gland Centenarian Study 
at Boston University tells 
us that the numbers of us 
who make it past our 100th 
birthday have just about 
doubled over the past two 
decades. 

To be sure, the COVID 
pandemic has taken its toll, 
causing an increased mor-
tality rate in general among 
the elderly as well as a 
time-out when it comes to 
expanded life spans. Not 
long ago, the Washington 

Post reported that “unlike 
flu, which impacts both 
the very young and the 
very old, the coronavirus 
appears to put mostly old-
er people at higher risk of 
severe disease and death.” 

Going forward, the 
question is, will life expec-
tancy in the U.S. resume 
its growth in the future? 
It most likely will, say the 
experts. But it is not be-
cause medical science is 
on a quest for immortality; 
rather, the goal is to allevi-
ate the illnesses that come 

with aging. 
As the website Lifes-

pan.io put it: “The immune 
system keeps us safe from 
the constant invasion of 
viruses, bacteria, and oth-
er pathogens, helping us to 
stay healthy and free from 
diseases. However, the 
immune system begins to 
break down as we get older 
and we become ever-more 
vulnerable to diseases and 
infections. To solve this 
problem, scientists are ex-
ploring therapies to regen-
erate the immune system 

so that it is better able to 
fight back against diseases 
as it did in youth.”

According to the Na-
tional Library of Medicine, 
the risk factors of aging 
are the human pathologies 
such as cancer, diabetes, 
cardiovascular disorders 
and neurodegenerative dis-
eases. 

“Aging research has 
experienced an unprece-
dented advance over recent 
years, particularly with the 
discovery that the rate of 
aging is controlled, at least 

to some extent, by genetic 
pathways and biochemi-
cal processes conserved in 
evolution,” according to 
the group. “The final goal 
[is] identifying pharma-
ceutical targets to improve 
human health during aging 
with minimal side-effects.”

What it all comes down 
to is what Abraham Lin-
coln allegedly said: “In the 
end, it’s not the years in 
your life that count. It’s the 
life in your years.”

It’s not about growing old, it’s how you grow old

The National Fire Pro-
tection Association and 
State Farm announce that 
Wildfire Community Pre-
paredness Day (Prepared-
ness Day) will be held on 
Saturday, May 6. 

The national campaign, 
which began in 2014, pro-
vides an opportunity for 
groups and individuals 
who live in wildfire-prone 
areas to come together on 
a single day to complete 
projects that can help make 
their homes and communi-

ties safer from wildfire. 
This year, the campaign 

is focused on what resi-
dents can do to help their 
home survive a wildfire. 

Years of scientific re-
search support the pre-
scription of removing 
fuel sources from the area 
around the home – known 
as the “home ignition zone” 
– and is a key component to 
making a home safe from 
embers and radiant heat 
from wildfires. 

Simple, low-cost home 

improvement projects such 
as clearing dead leaves, de-
bris and pine needles from 
roofs and gutters, keeping 
lawns and native grass-
es mowed to a height of 4 
inches, removing anything 
stored underneath decks or 
porches that could burn, 
and other similar actions 
are being actively support-
ed by NFPA and State Farm 
on Preparedness Day and 
can be easily undertaken by 
the majority of homeown-
ers.

“The threat of wildfire 
is becoming increasingly 
prevalent and dangerous, 
posting greater risks to 
people and property than 
ever before,” said Lorraine 
Carli, NFPA vice president 
of Outreach and Advocacy. 
“In preparation for a future 
with more wildfire activity, 
homeowners need to un-
derstand their role and take 
action in reducing wildfire 
risk. We encourage people 
to use and share NFPA’s 
wildfire safety resources 

with others in their com-
munity to not only make 
a difference in safety on 
Preparedness Day, but all 
through the year as well.” 

According to the Na-
tional Interagency Fire 
Center, some 71.8 million 
properties in the U.S. are 
at some level of risk from 
wildfire. This number is 
predicted to grow by 11% 
over the next 30 years. 

In the past five years, 
wildfires have destroyed 
nearly 63,000 structures, 

the majority of which were 
homes. This number is 
poised to grow as increased 
wildfire activity encounters 
the substantial number of 
homes and communities 
located in wildfire-prone 
areas. 

For more information 
about Wildfire Community 
Preparedness Day, project 
ideas and free resources 
to download and share, 
including a Preparedness 
Day toolkit, please visit 
wildfireprepday.org.

Preparedness Day focuses on 
helping homes survive a wildfire

Would you, or someone 
you know, like to work in 
New York state’s Catskill 
Forest Preserves or in the 
Adirondacks this summer? 
Numerous job opportuni-
ties are available this sum-
mer, many including room 
and board.
SUMMER CAMPS PRO-

GRAM
The state Department 

of Environmental Conser-
vation is actively recruiting 
directors, assistant direc-
tors, waterfront directors, 
cooks, nurses, EMTs, coun-
selors and camp aides for 
the 2023 Summer Camps 
Program. All positions of-
fer competitive salaries, 
plus room and board for the 

summer.
Locations of DEC Sum-

mer Camps:
• Camp Colby in Sara-

nac Lake;
• Camp Pack Forest in 

Warrensburg;
• Camp Rushford in Ca-

neadea; and,
• Camp DeBruce, near 

Livingston Manor.
DEC Summer Camps 

combine environmental ed-
ucation, hunter education 
and outdoor recreation to 
create an adventurous expe-
rience for youth. 

Camp staff engage 
campers in ecological prin-
ciples such as field, forest, 
aquatic, wildlife and human 
impact and outdoor skills 

including backpacking, 
camping and canoeing. 
DEC CAMPGROUNDS 
AND DAY-USE AREAS

Be a part of a team that 
helps vacationers enjoy 
the great outdoors in the 
Catskill Forest Preserve 
and Adirondack Park. Po-
sitions available include 
Lifeguard, maintenance, se-
curity, supervisor and more. 
Some positions start as ear-
ly as May, but varying start 
dates can be accommodated 
based on school and work 
schedules.

For more information on 
available positions or to ap-
ply for a position call 518-
457-2500, e-mail camp-
info@dec.ny.gov, or visit 

the Campground Seasonal 
Employment webpage on 
DEC’s website.

LIFEGUARD 
POSITIONS

Seasonal lifeguard posi-
tions are available at DEC 
campgrounds. The current 
hourly starting rate for New 
York state lifeguards is $20 
an hour, and most DEC fa-
cilities offer free housing or 
site accommodations.

Candidates who qualify 
will be considered for em-
ployment. The qualifying 
procedure consists of two 
parts: a Cardio-Pulmonary 
Resuscitation (CPR) skills 
component and a water 
skills evaluation. Candi-
dates may attend the quali-

fying location most conve-
nient to them and the results 
will be forwarded to their 
preferred work location. 

At the time of employ-
ment, all DEC lifeguards 
must:

• Be at least 15 years 
old;

• Possess a valid certifi-
cation in Waterfront Skills, 
Lifeguarding, First Aid and 
CPR for the Professional 
Rescuer or equivalent;

• Successfully complet-
ed the New York state life-
guard qualifying procedure;

• Submitted a current 
New York State DEC med-
ical form stating the can-
didate’s physical ability to 
perform lifeguard duties;

• Meet the vision re-
quirement of 20/70 uncor-
rected in both eyes and be 
correctable to the 20/40 
standard. Candidates test-
ed at a vision level below 
20/40 in either one or both 
eyes must correct to a min-
imum of 20/40 with 20/20 
preferred;

• Completed a personal 
interview with DEC; and,

• Attended a DEC life-
guard orientation.

For more information, 
updates, or to pre-register, 
call 518-457-2500 ext. #1, 
e-mail Info.Lifeguard@
dec.ny.gov, or visit the Life-
guard Positions webpage 
on DEC’s website at dec.
ny.gov.

Summer employment opportunities in the outdoors
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Living On Purpose

By Dr. Billy Holland
For Capital Region 
Independent Media

Most of us have heard 
that having lots of money 
cannot buy love or bring 
happiness. Since I’ve never 
been mega-wealthy, I will 
trust God on this one. 

Most people are trying 
to build financial security, 
but it’s also common for 
those who succeed to en-
counter frustration and dis-
appointment. Ecclesiastes 
5:10-12 gives us this divine 
insight: “Whoever loves 
money never has enough; 
whoever loves wealth is 
never satisfied with their 
income. This too is mean-
ingless. As goods increase, 
so do those who consume 
them, and what benefit are 
they to the owners except 
to feast their eyes on them? 
The sleep of a laboring 

man is sweet, whether he 
eats little or much, but the 
abundance of the rich will 
not allow him to sleep.”

We notice this passage 
begins with someone who 
loves money as there is a 
difference between enjoy-
ing wealth and it becoming 
an idol that is worshiped. 
A popular Bible verse in I 
Timothy 6:10 says: “For the 
love of money is the root of 
all evil, which while some 
have coveted after, they 
have strayed from the faith 
in their greediness, and 
pierced themselves through 
with many sorrows.” 

Money does not devel-
op character, it reveals it. 
I’ve heard people say that 
money is the root of all evil, 
but this is incorrect. Money 
is not evil in itself, in fact, it 
can help people and accom-
plish wonderful things. The 
danger is how it can pos-

sess the hearts and minds of 
those who have not learned 
how to prevent it from con-
trolling them. Again, we 
see that true wealth is joy, 
peace and contentment. 

This reminds me of 
a story about a little boy 
who loved pancakes. His 
mother told him one day, I 
am going to fix you all the 
pancakes you can eat, so he 
thought this will be won-
derful. She started cooking 
and he kept eating. She fi-
nally asked if he would like 
another pancake, to which 
he replied, “No ma’am, I 
don’t even want the ones 
I’ve already had!”

King Solomon comes 
to mind when we think of 
someone who had more 
wealth than anyone in the 
world and yet was miser-
able. He said that having 
everything you could ever 
imagine cannot satisfy and 

is what he called vanity. 
Sadly, many believe if 

they could win the lottery, 
have their dream house, 
a flashy car, or marry that 
amazing person they would 
be happy, and there is noth-
ing wrong with having 
these things until they be-
gin to have us. 

There is only one thing 
that can truly satisfy the 
physical, mental, emotion-
al and spiritual needs of 
the human experience and 
that is having a personal 
relationship with God. He 
wants to bless us so that 
we can live an abundant 
life and also be a blessing 
to others. Remember the 
man in Luke chapter 12 
who tore down his barns so 
he could build larger ones? 
God was not pleased with 
him being so insensitive 
and self-absorbed.

The end of our verse 

in Ecclesiastes talks about 
how the person who works 
hard and obeys God can 
rest in peace, but those 
who love riches are always 
frustrated with stress and 
anxiety. I remember when 
I was a young boy, my dad 
worked for a very wealthy 
man. This person was in 
the construction and devel-
opment industry and built 
subdivisions and shopping 
centers and owned several 
farms and so on. He would 
drive out to the job sites 
and tell my dad to get in 
his Lincoln and they would 
go for a drive and chat. He 
would tell my dad that he 
had not slept all night be-
cause he was watching the 
stock market and was con-
sumed about losing money. 

Instead of being grate-
ful and filled with joy with 
what God had helped him 
accumulate, he was nearly 

in tears and afraid that he 
might not be making the 
right decisions. He was ob-
sessed with his riches and 
even though he had more 
than he could ever spend, 
he was being controlled and 
incarcerated in the darkness 
of fear and gloom. 

We were created to love 
our Creator and be gener-
ous, not to allow the pride 
of materialism to lure us 
into a state of disappoint-
ment and depression. What-
ever consumes our mind 
controls our life. The more 
we focus on our posses-
sions, the more entangled 
and distracted we are from 
our priorities. However, the 
more we seek and love God 
and commune with Him, 
the more we will reflect His 
attributes.

Read more about the 
Christian life at billyhol-
landministries.com.

Our character reflects what we love

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
U.S. Rep. Marc Molinaro, R-19, pictured with Columbia 
Memorial Health President and Chief Executive Officer Dr. 
Dorothy Urschel, recently toured CMH’s Hudson campus. 
The congressman met with staff and administrators to talk 
about ways to sustain health care services for the region, 
including strategies to address the ongoing health care 
worker crisis facing most upstate hospitals.

New York State De-
partment of Environmental 
Conservation Commission-
er Basil Seggos recently 
announced the start of the 
2023 I BIRD NY Challenge 
for birders of all ages and 
abilities. 

The challenge provides 
opportunities to identify 
and learn about birds and 
awards participants who 
finish the program with a 
commemorative I BIRD 
NY Challenge patch and 
the chance to win birding 

equipment. 
DEC has updated the 

challenge format this year 
to feature a single challenge 
for all ages and abilities.

“No matter where you 
live or where you come 
from, birdwatching is a 
fun, easy and affordable 
activity that can be enjoyed 
by people of all ages, abil-
ities, identities and back-
grounds,” Seggos said. 
“With spring migration in 
full swing, it’s a great time 
of year to take up birding or 

take your birding skills to 
the next level by observing 
birds on the diverse variety 
of habitats found in New 
York state.”

New York’s wide-rang-
ing habitat types, from 
the Atlantic Ocean’s san-
dy beaches to majestic 
Catskill and Adirondack 
peaks, Great Lakes shore-
lines, and everything in 
between, create a birder’s 
paradise, supporting more 
than 450 different bird spe-
cies throughout the year. 
New York has many Bird-
ing Trail locations and new 
ones are being added all the 
time, making it even eas-
ier for New Yorkers to get 
started with birding.

In Albany County, bird-
ing trails are located at the 
Helderberg-Hudson Rail 
Trail, Albany Pine Bush 
Preserve, Ann Lee Pond 
Nature & Historic Pre-
serve, Corning Preserve, 
Emma Treadwell Thacher 
Nature Center, Five Rivers 
Environmental Education 
Center, John Boyd Thacher 

State Park, Lawson Lake 
County Park, Margaret 
Burke Wildlife Manage-
ment Area, Noonan Pre-
serve, Normans Kill Pre-
serve East, Normans Kill 
Preserve West, Partridge 
Run Wildlife Management 
Area, and Tivoli Lake Pre-
serve and Washington Park, 
both in the city of Albany.

Birdwatching is one of 
the fastest-growing outdoor 
recreational activities in the 
country, according to the 
DEC. Backyard birding, 
or watching birds close to 
home, is the most common 
way people engage in bird-
ing. 

As a birder’s skill and 
interest develop, there 
are several opportunities 
to contribute to scientif-
ic knowledge about birds 
and the natural world. 
Programs like eBird, New 
York’s Breeding Bird Atlas, 
Cornell Lab of Ornithol-
ogy’s NestWatch, and the 
Great Backyard Bird Count 
rely on volunteer birders 
to contribute sightings to a 

centralized database.
The I BIRD NY pro-

gram was launched in 2017 
to build on the state’s ef-
forts to increase access to 
New York’s vast natural 
resources and promote 
no- and low-cost opportu-
nities to explore the great 
outdoors and connect with 
nature. 

I BIRD NY is one of 
DEC’s ongoing efforts 
to engage New Yorkers 
in nature-based activities 
that provide a fun oppor-
tunity for the entire family 
to learn about the natural 
world. Because people can 
observe birds wherever 
they live, work or recreate, 
birding is an accessible ac-
tivity that does not require 
transportation or the pur-
chase of specialized equip-
ment. 

Birdwatching can be 
enjoyed by people from 
all economic backgrounds 
and education levels. While 
binoculars can help, many 
birds can be identified 
without them.

The 2023 I BIRD NY 
Challenge is open to all 
ages and ends on Nov. 1. 
To complete the challenge, 
participants are required to 
identify any 10 bird spe-
cies of their choosing and 
submit a challenge sheet to 
DEC that can be found at 
DEC’s website, dec.ny.gov. 
Challenge sheets can be 
submitted online or sent via 
email or mail. Entries must 
be received by Nov. 17. 

All participants will be 
awarded a commemorative 
patch, given a completion 
certificate, and entered 
into a drawing for birding 
prizes. Two youth and two 
adult winners will be cho-
sen. Participants will also 
receive an extra prize entry 
for providing a photo doc-
umenting their challenge 
experience. As an extra 
bonus, the first 50 partici-
pants will receive a special 
goodie bag of birding swag 
items.

Visit dec.ny.gov for 
more information and for 
entry sheets.

COURTESY OF PEXELS    
Love birds? Check out the annual I BIRD NY Challenge.

DEC announces 2023 I BIRD NY Challenge

Call Today 518.528.0144
challacombeconstruction@gmail.com

Challacombe Spray Foam

www.ChallacombeConstruction.com

Providing Kitchen and Bathroom 
Remodels and Spray Foam Applications

OUTDOOR SUPPLIES
11779 St. Route 9W, 

W.Coxsackie, NY 12192
518-731-3900

EXCAVATING
325 Medway-Earlton Rd.

Earlton, NY. 12058
518-731-6190

Halsted 
Companies

2480 US Route 9W, Faith Plaza, Ravena
518-756-9091 • www.HopeFullLifeCenter.org

Helping Harvest
Grocery store for families in need!

SNAP, Credit and 
Debit Cards Now Accepted!

WED 2-6 • THU 10-2 • FRI 2-6 • SAT 10-2

FULL SERVICE 
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR SHOP

- 28 Years in Business -

AAA Approved Auto Repair 
NAPA Auto Care Member

• Alignments 
• NYS Inspections
• Transmissions
• Brakes
• Engine Overhauls

• Fuel Injection
• Computer Diagnosis
• Electrical
• Suspension & More
• We Even Sell Tires!

www.sevenzocks.com

• PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • GREAT PRICES • FULLY INSURED 
518-635-4111 • 1277 Rte 9W, Selkirk (2 miles south of Jericho Drive-In)

• Tree Trimming 
and Pruning
• Large Tree 

Removal
• 60ft Bucket Truck

• Free Estimates

Please Recycle This Newspaper

Keith W. Valentine, CIC, LUTCF and his team are ready to serve all 
of your insurance needs with more companies, more choices, and 
more experience which all lead to BIG Savings for you!

Take advantage of Valentine Insurance Agency’s affiliation with 
SAN group and SIAA, the largest alliance of independent Insurance 
Agencies in the Northeast and Continental U.S., with over 3500 
Members across 48 states writing more than $9 Billion in total 
member premiums.

Contact Keith Valentine for a quote!
Office 518-943-3489 • Mobile 518-821-8244

KEITH@MYVALENTINEINSURANCE.COM

More Than Great Rates

Trusted AdvisorsTrusted Advisors

HOME AUTO BUSINESS LIFE HEALTH

www.myvalentineinsurance.com

Jon T., customer since 2004

Valentine not only found the appropriate insurance, but gave 
years of invaluable advice. Their knowledge of property and 
business in the local area helped me tremendously, and I have 
recommended them to everyone. Don’t waste your time using 
anyone else.

VETERAN OWNED 
NANO FARM BREWERY

Trackside Pizza is right behind 
our Brewery offering Pizza, 

Wings Sandwiches and Burgers. 
You’re welcome to bring 

in your own food too. 

Also Available: 
32oz Crowlers & 

16oz 4-Pack Cans To Go.

109 MAIN STREET, RAVENA, NY • 518.756.2320

Offering a Variety of On-Site 
Craft Beers along with NY made 

Hard Cider & Sangria.
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Dear Rusty: 
I heard my spouse will 

get 100% of my Social Se-
curity when I pass if she is 
at her full retirement age 
(FRA), which is 66 years 
and eight months. But I 
also heard that full widow 
benefits for those born in 
1958 are available at 66 
years and eight months. 
Which is correct? 

Then I heard that her 

getting 100% of my Social 
Security is NOT the case 
because I started Social 
Security at 70. I heard this 
is because widow benefits 
are based on my benefit at 
my full retirement age. So, 
will my wife get 100% of 
my Social Security if she 
starts it at her FRA, or will 
she get my smaller FRA 
amount? 

My wife is now getting 
spousal benefits and I also 
heard that for those get-
ting spousal benefits, So-
cial Security automatically 
changes that to widow ben-
efits when the other spouse 
passes. If I die before my 
wife reaches her FRA, can 
she tell Social Security to 
NOT give her widow ben-
efits at that time? Can she 
wait until she is at her FRA 
and then start widow bene-
fits to get 100% of mine?

Signed: Concerned 
Husband

Dear Concerned: I’ll 
be happy to clear all this 

up for you. There are two 
“full retirement age” num-
bers that will be in effect 
for your wife if you pass 
first – 1) her “normal” full 
retirement age (FRA), and 
2) her “widow’s full retire-
ment age.” 

Your wife’s “normal 
FRA” is 66 years and eight 
months and that is when her 
personal SS retirement ben-
efit can be claimed without 
reduction, and when she 
will no longer be subject 
to Social Security’s earn-
ings test if she is still work-
ing. Your wife’s “widow’s 
FRA” is determined by 
subtracting two years from 
her birth year and the FRA 
number for that year be-
comes her “widow’s FRA,” 
which is the age at which 
she becomes eligible for 
unreduced survivor ben-
efits. In your wife’s case, 
her “widow’s FRA” is four 
months earlier than her nor-
mal FRA, or 66 years and 
four months.

The confusion about 
whether your wife’s sur-
vivor benefit will be based 
on your FRA entitlement or 
your age 70 amount usually 
stems from the fact that a 
spouse’s benefit while both 
partners are living is based 
on FRA amounts, whereas 
your wife’s benefit as your 
surviving spouse is based 
on the full amount you 
were receiving when you 
died. Thus, your wife’s cur-
rent benefit as your spouse 
is based on your age 66 
amount, but her benefit as 
your widow will be based 
on your age 70 amount. If 
you predeceased her, your 
wife’s benefit as your survi-
vor (if she has reached her 
“widow’s FRA” of 66 plus 
four months) will be 100% 
of your age 70 amount (in-
cluding any cost-of-living 
adjustments subsequent-
ly awarded), and that will 
replace the smaller bene-
fit she is now receiving as 
your spouse. 

Whether your wife’s 
survivor benefit will be 
automatically awarded de-
pends on whether her cur-
rent benefit consists of her 
own Social Security retire-
ment benefit from her own 
lifetime work record plus a 
spousal boost from your re-
cord. If that is the case, then 
her survivor benefit will not 
be awarded until she claims 
it. 

If, however, your wife’s 
current benefit is based 
solely on your record, when 
Social Security receives 
notification of your death, 
they will automatically 
award your wife’s benefit 
as your surviving widow. 
If she has already reached 
her “widow’s FRA” when 
that happens, her new 
benefit amount will be the 
same as you were receiving 
when you died. But if your 
wife hasn’t yet reached her 
widow’s FRA, her survivor 
benefit will be awarded at 
that time but reduced by 

.396% for each month ear-
lier than her FRA. 

So, if her current bene-
fit is based solely on your 
Social Security earnings 
record, your wife will not 
have the option to delay her 
survivor benefit until her 
widow’s FRA.

This article is intended 
for information purposes 
only and does not represent 
legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the 
AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by 
the National Social Secu-
rity Association (NSSA). 
NSSA and the AMAC Foun-
dation and its staff are not 
affiliated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory) or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org.

When is my wife eligible for full survivor benefits?
Social Security Matters

SOCIAL SECURITY 
MATTERS

RUSSELL 
GLOOR

Nuts: An underestimated powerhouse
Fitness Concepts

I love nuts! One of my 
favorites is macadamia 
nuts. 

But like eggs, nuts have 
gotten a bad rap because 
of their high fat content. 
However, studies show that 
among the many kinds of 

nuts, macadamia nuts have 
many health benefits and 
are more nutritious than you 
could possibly imagine.

Grown in tropical cli-
mates as well as Austra-
lia, California and Hawaii, 
these small, buttery-fla-
vored nuts are some of the 
most sought after and ex-
pensive nuts in the world. 

Australia is the largest 
producer of macadamia 
nuts, but those cultivated in 
Hawaii are known for their 
delicious taste, crunchy 
texture, delicate flavor and 
unique nutritional profile. 

Unlike most nuts that 
are high in inflammatory 
omega-6 fatty acids, mac-
adamia nuts are chock full 
of healthy monounsaturated 

fats like the kind found in 
avocados and olive oil.

And because they’re 
rich in monounsaturated 
fatty acids, they help re-
duce cholesterol and tri-
glycerides levels, lowering 
your risk for developing 
cardiovascular disease. A 
2008 study published in 
the Journal of Nutrition 
concluded that due to their 
cholesterol-lowering prop-
erties, people with high 
LDL (bad) cholesterol lev-
els should incorporate this 
super-nut into their diets. 

Macadamia nuts are 
also packed full of the plant 
compounds flavonoids and 
tocotrienols. Recent test 
tube studies indicate these 
compounds may help fight 

or kill cancer cells by de-
stroying damaging free rad-
icals in the body.

Metabolic Syndrome (a 
group of risk factors that 
increases your risk for heart 
disease) is a serious health 
condition affecting 37% of 
Americans. However, be-
cause macadamia nuts are 
rich in palmitoleic acid, 
they “may have positive 
effects on preventing meta-
bolic syndrome,” according 
to a 2010 study published 
in the American Society for 
Nutrition. 

Plamitoleic acid also 
increases fat metabolism, 
which in turn reduces fat 
storage, an awesome thing 
if you’re trying to lose 
weight. 

And if you’re wonder-
ing if macadamia nut oil 
has the same benefits as its 
counterpart, the answer is a 
resounding YES!

Boasting a wonderfully 
smooth buttery flavor, mac-
adamia oil can also be used 
in baking or as a marinade 
and even as a base for salad 
dressing. 

However, according to 
my chef sister, one of the 
most important characteris-
tics of macadamia nut oil is 
its high smoke point, mak-
ing it a perfect choice for 
grilling, roasting and deep 
frying. 

That’s not all.
Because macadamia nut 

oil has a laundry list of ben-
eficial nutrients and high 

fatty acids, it is the perfect 
oil for your skin and hair. 
It’s great for calming the 
hair of frizz and tangles 
and is overall beauty oil for 
moisturizing your scalp. 

And the beloved maca-
damia nut has also become 
one of the latest wonder 
ingredients in the skin care 
world and for good reason. 
Not only is it a fantastic 
moisturizer for dry skin, it 
also has anti-inflammatory 
properties that can help im-
prove the appearance of fine 
lines and wrinkles. Why use 
expensive artificial fillers? 

Finally, if you suffer 
from nut allergies, maca-
damia nut oil may cause an 
allergic reaction, so please 
consult your physician first. 

MARY SCHOEPE

CONCEPTS 
IN FITNESS

National Bank of Cox-
sackie: Chiong to join Ath-
ens branch

COXSACKIE – The 
National Bank of Coxsack-
ie announced that Elizabeth 

Chiong has joined their 
team as the new branch 
manager for their Athens 
location.

Chiong comes to Na-
tional Bank of Coxsackie 

with both management and 
banking experience. She 
joins NBC most recent-
ly from Key Bank, where 
she was a personal bank-
er. Her prior experience 
includes also being an as-
sistant branch manager for 
Catskill Hudson Bank.

“I am delighted to be 
joining the National Bank 
of Coxsackie team,” Chi-
ong said. “I’m looking 
forward to meeting ev-
eryone in the community 
and working with them to 
fulfill any of their banking 
needs.”

National Bank of Cox-
sackie President and CEO 
John A. Balli said he is also 
glad to add more talent to 
the team. 

“We are excited to have 
Liz on the team and be part 
of our growth strategy,” 
Balli said.

Elizabeth Chiong

National Bank of 
Coxsackie: Chiong to 
join Athens branch

9-5 M-F • 9-1 SAT • CLOSED SUN
271 MAIN ST., CAIRO, NY

518.622.3663 • FREE DELIVERY
WWW.KARENSFLOWERSHOPPEOFCAIRO.COM

CALL KAREN’S FOR YOUR 
Easter Decor, Gifts & More

CALL FOR EASTER HOURS

IN OUR 
BACKYARD

Small family restaurant 
with a big passion for food

CHE FIGATA 
BISTRO

www.chefigatabistro.org

10 Reed St 
Coxsackie, NY 
518-731-2220

YOUR AD
COULD BE

HERE!
Tricia Surrano is the Sales Executive for 

Capital Region Independent Media. 

If you’d like a feature article, please 
email: sales.theupstater@gmail.comCartaway, LLC is located in Glenmont, NY

518-439-0533

Dumpster Rentals Made Easy!
Commercial & Residential

• Construction • Demolition • Roofing • Clean-Out Work

RECYCLE

RECYCLE
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The New York State 
Department of Environ-
mental Conservation has 
issued guidance to help 
prevent conflicts between 
people and coyotes. 

Coyote sightings are 
likely to increase in the 
coming months and DEC 
encourages New Yorkers 
to be aware of the poten-
tial for conflicts and follow 
DEC guidelines to prevent 
negative encounters.

Coyotes inhabit a vari-
ety of habitats throughout 
the state, from rural farm-
land and forests to popu-
lated suburban and urban 
areas. 

For the most part, coy-
otes will avoid human con-
tact. However, conflicts 

with people and pets may 
occur, particularly during 
the spring denning and 
pupping period when coy-
otes tend to be more territo-
rial and protective of pups. 

Furthermore, if coyotes 
learn to associate food, 
such as garbage or pet food, 
with people, these animals 
may lose their natural fear 
of humans, increasing the 
potential for close encoun-
ters or conflicts.

To reduce or prevent 
conflicts with coyotes, New 
Yorkers are encouraged to 
take the following steps:

• Never feed coyotes.
• Do not leave food out-

side. Pet food and garbage 
attract coyotes and other 
wildlife and increase risks 

to people and pets. 
• Feed pets indoors.
• Prevent access to gar-

bage.
• Fence or enclose com-

post piles.
• Eliminate availability 

of bird seed. Concentra-
tions of birds and rodents 
that come to feeders can 
attract coyotes.

• Do not allow coyotes 
to approach people or pets. 
If you see a coyote, be ag-
gressive in behavior, stand 
tall and hold arms up or out 
to look as large as possi-
ble. If a coyote lingers for 
too long, make loud noises, 
wave arms and throw sticks 
and stones.

• Teach children to ap-
preciate coyotes from a dis-
tance.

• Do not allow pets to 
run free. Supervise outdoor 
pets to keep them safe from 
coyotes and other wildlife, 
especially at sunset and at 
night. Small dogs and cats 
are especially vulnerable.

• Fence yards to deter 
coyotes. The fence should 
be tight to the ground, pref-
erably extending 6 inches 
below ground level and 
taller than 4 feet.

• Remove brush and tall 
grass from around homes to 
reduce protective cover for 
coyotes as they are typical-
ly secretive and like areas 
where they can hide.

• Ask neighbors to fol-
low these steps to prevent 
coyote conflicts.

In spring, coyotes tend 
to be more active and may 
be more visible. Just see-
ing a coyote occasionally 
is generally not a cause 
for concern. However, if 
they exhibit bold behav-
iors and have little or no 
fear of people, or if they 
are seen repeatedly during 
the daytime near residenc-
es, contact your Regional 
DEC Wildlife Office for as-
sistance. In emergency sit-
uations, contact your local 
police department.

DEC issues guidance to 
avoid coyote conflicts

Deep Steam Extraction
For your carpets, upholstery, 

vehicle, & office!

518.756.2669
Raymond Magee - Owner

Brightway 
Cleaning Service

HOURS: M-F: 10A - 5P / SAT: 10A - 3P / SUN: CLOSED
Only taking drop offs - bring in your empties, place them in a 

designated area, we take your name and then give you the earliest 
time frame to come back or any time thereafter to collect your 
money. You can also donate to over 50 different organizations!

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y. 
STATE DEPOSITS

Shane DeCrescenzo

Just Makes Cents
Bottle & Can Redemption Center

518-577-3084 • Justmakescents6@gmail.com

DINNER & AWARDS CEREMONY
FRIDAY, MARCH 31 • 6:00 - 9:00 PM

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

Congratulations
WINNERSTO THE

TOP 5 WOMEN
• Dr. Elizabeth Boomhower
• Rebecca Flach
• Tina Dipper
• Marilyn Peters Houghtaling
• Jennifer Moore-Warren

TOP 5 YOUTH
• Alivia Ortiz
• Olivia Ruso   
• Hunter Smigel
• Lanija Williams
• Fathima Chowdhury

TOP 5 BIPOC
• Elena Mosley
• Claire Cousin
• Vern Cross
• Rev. Victor Harris
• Mayor Kamal Johnson

• Unbridled Thoroughbred
• Columbia County 
 Habitat for Humanity
• TCI of New York
• Shop and Save
• Plaza Diner

TOP 5 BUSINESS

SCAN THE QR CODE 
OR GO TO

THETOP5IVE.TICKETMAMBO.COM

UPSTATE FINEST ELECTRIC

518-248-4460
SHANNONLOVERIDGE01@GMAIL.COM

SHANNON LOVERIDGE
EXPERIENCED MASTER ELECTRICIAN

FULLY INSURED • HOME ADVISOR 
SERVICING WASHINGTON COUNTY, ALBANY, TROY, 

SCHENECTADY, S. GLENS FALLS



NEW YORK – New 
York Attorney General Le-
titia James has proposed 
rules to protect consumers 
and small businesses from 
corporate profiteering. 

The rules would 
strengthen enforcement of 
New York’s price gouging 
law, which was updated 
in 2020 to grant the Office 
of the Attorney General 
(OAG) rulemaking au-
thority. The proposed rules 
will make it more straight-
forward to investigate and 

combat price gouging by 
setting clear guardrails 
against price increases 
during emergencies. 

The proposed rules are 
a continuation of James’ ef-
forts to protect consumers 
and are open to a 60-day 
public comment period, she 
said.

“Soaring costs of es-
sentials have pushed hard-
working New Yorkers to 
the brink and forced hard 
decisions around kitchen 
tables,” James said. “The 
rules proposed by my office 
will bolster our efforts to 
crack down on price goug-
ing and ensure that large 
corporations do not take 
advantage of New York-
ers during difficult times. 
When times get tough, 
New Yorkers can trust that 
my office will always have 
their back.” 

New York’s price goug-
ing law bans companies 
throughout the supply 
chain from taking advan-
tage of a market disruption 
to increase their profits for 
vital and necessary goods 
and services. The statute 
asserts that an abnormal 

market disruption is caused 
by extreme weather events, 
military action, energy dis-
ruptions, strikes, or nation-
al or local emergencies, or 
another event that leads to 
a declared state of emer-
gency. 

In 2020, the New York 
State Legislature amended 
the law to empower the Of-
fice of the Attorney General 
with rulemaking authority.

In March 2022, OAG 
launched the first-ever 
price gouging rulemaking 
process to gather informa-
tion from consumers and 
industry experts on how 
to strengthen and clarify 
the state’s price gouging 
statute. The proposed rules 
are informed by OAG’s 
decades of experience en-
forcing the price gouging 
statute and by the public 
comments submitted by ad-
vocates, trade groups, and 
economic experts. 

The proposed rules in-
clude actions to:

• Clarify that a price in-
crease over 10% during an 
abnormal market disruption 
may constitute price goug-
ing. State law asserts that 

when there is a “gross dis-
parity” in prices before and 
after an abnormal market 
disruption, it may be price 
gouging. By stating that a 
10% increase represents a 
“gross disparity,” the pro-
posed rule makes it easier 
for consumers and small 
businesses to identify and 
report price gouging, deters 
price gouging, provides 
enforcers with an easily 
administrable standard for 
enforcing the price gouging 
statute, and is widely used 
by other enforcers. 

• Prohibit corporations 
with large market shares 
from increasing profit 
margins during abnormal 
market disruptions. The 
rule clarifies that dominant 
companies with 30% mar-
ket share, and companies in 
concentrated markets, have 
unfair leverage and the 
power to drive marketwide 
changes. Therefore, they 
cannot increase their prof-
its during abnormal market 
disruptions at the expense 
of New Yorkers. 

• Create guardrails for 
companies that rely on dy-
namic pricing. Dynamic 

pricing means prices can 
change depending on de-
mand and time of day, and 
is favored by some compa-
nies, including ride-hailing 
services. Due to this pric-
ing model, it is currently 
difficult to determine if a 
company is price gouging. 
This rule allows OAG to 
establish a benchmark by 
using the median price for 
the same good or service at 
the same time one week be-
fore the emergency or mar-
ket disruption. This will 
allow for a quicker analy-
sis of whether illegal price 
gouging occurred during 
frequent significant weath-
er events and emergencies 
that abnormally disrupt ser-
vice markets that use dy-
namic pricing. 

• Include protections 
for products or services 
introduced after a market 
disruption. A new product 
or service that is created 
following an emergency 
can be considered vital 
and necessary, and there-
fore can become subject to 
enforcement of the price 
gouging statute. During 
the ongoing COVID-19 

pandemic, OAG received 
many complaints about 
price gouging on goods 
and services introduced in 
response to the pandem-
ic, such as COVID-19 at-
home tests and medical 
treatments. These products 
became vital and necessary 
after the pandemic start-
ed. Future crises also may 
result in price gouging on 
new products or services. 

• Provide clarification 
for what companies can 
claim as costs when setting 
prices. A company that rais-
es their prices more than 
10% must show a record 
of their costs to justify the 
price increase. This rule de-
tails what does and does not 
count as a cost for purposes 
of an affirmative defense. 

The proposed rules 
are open to comment for 
a 60-day public comment 
period. Comments can be 
submitted by emailing: 
stopillegalprofiteering@
ag.ny.gov. After reviewing 
public comments, the rules 
may be promulgated as is 
or may be revised upon fur-
ther analysis.
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NYS Attorney General Letitia 
James

AG announces proposed price gouging rules 

NEW YORK – New 
York Attorney General Le-
titia James kicked off Na-
tional Consumer Protection 
Week by releasing a list of 
the top 10 consumer com-
plaints received by the Of-
fice of the Attorney General 
(OAG) in 2022. 

The top complaints 
range from price gouging 
of infant formula and chil-
dren’s medication, flight 
cancellations, and the dra-
matic increase in gasoline 
prices. James also offered 
tips on how consumers can 
avoid common scams. 

“My office receives 
thousands of consumer 
complaints every year, and 
we take each one serious-
ly to stop fraudsters from 
hurting New Yorkers,” 
James said. “From preda-
tory debt collection to price 
gouging, scammers tried to 
take advantage of consum-
ers for personal gain, and 
we took appropriate action 
to stop it. As always, I urge 
New Yorkers to stay vigi-
lant and to keep my office 
informed about potential 
scams, price gouging, or 
violations of consumer pro-
tection laws.”

The following are the 
top 10 consumer com-
plaints by category re-
ceived by OAG in 2022 by 
category, with tips to avoid 
future scams:

RETAIL SALES
• Be aware of scammers 

that set up fake websites 
with product images of 
well-known brands or hard-
to-get products. Before you 
order from an unfamiliar 
website, research the com-
pany and any online re-
views; check for spelling 
errors on the website or 
anything that might seem 
off. If you don’t do a lot 
of online shopping, ask a 
friend or relative who does 
whether the site looks legit-
imate. Pay only by credit 
card and not Venmo, Zelle 
or money transfer. And if a 
deal is too good to be true, 
it probably is. 

• If you see excessively 
high prices for infant for-
mula, children’s medica-
tion, or other goods vital 
and necessary for health, 
safety and welfare during 
an abnormal market disrup-
tion, you are encouraged 
to report it immediately to 
OAG. 
LANDLORD/TENANT

• Your landlord must re-
turn your security deposit 
within 14 days of you mov-
ing out. If your landlord 
takes any money out of the 
security deposit for dam-
ages, they must provide an 
itemized receipt describing 
the damage and its cost. If 
your landlord doesn’t give 
you this receipt within 14 
days of moving out, then 
they must return your entire 
security deposit, whether 
there is damage or not. If 

your landlord fails to com-
ply, you may be entitled to 
up to twice the amount of 
the security deposit. If your 
landlord does not give you 
back your security deposit, 
you can sue the landlord in 
small claims court or you 
can file a complaint with 
OAG by using our online 
Rent Security Complaint 
form. 

• Landlords of build-
ings with six or more units 
must deposit a tenant’s se-
curity deposit into an in-
terest-bearing account in a 
bank within the state that 
pays a prevailing rate. The 
landlord is required to pro-
vide notice to the tenant of 
the name and address of the 
bank where the security de-
posit is located. If you do 
not have this information 
or if your landlord is not 
placing your security de-
posit in an interest-bearing 
account you can file a com-
plaint with OAG by using 
our online Rent Security 
Complaint form.

• You should find out 
whether you are in a rent 
stabilized apartment and 
thus are entitled to one or 
two year renewal leases 
at your option and at per-
centage increases that are 
established each year by 
the Rent Guidelines Board. 
You can find out if your 
apartment is rent stabilized 
by filing out this form on 
New York State’s Housing 
and Community Renewal’s 
(HCR) website and select-
ing “Apartment Rent His-
tory.” From the rent history, 
you should be able to de-
termine if the rent went up 
in accordance with the rent 
stabilization guidelines. If 
it has not and you believe 
you are being overcharged 
on the rent you can file an 
RA-89 Form with HCR. 

• Avoid signing 
back-dated documents 
from your landlord or the 
building management com-
pany, such as back-dated 
leases that were not offered 
to you in a timely way. Not 
only is signing a back-dat-
ed document inaccurate, it 
may also result in negative 
legal consequences down 
the road. 

• If you are having 
trouble paying your rent, 
please contact your local 
Department of Social Ser-
vices (DSS). Check DSS’ 
website to find their offices 
across the state. New York 
City residents can call 311 
and ask about rental as-
sistance programs. More 
resources are available on 
OAG website. 

• For those looking to 
rent an apartment here are 
some tips: 

o B a c k -
ground-check fees and 
credit report fees are now 
limited to $20 and can 
be waived if you present 
a copy of a background 

check or credit check that 
is less than 30 days old. 
Landlords and brokers may 
try to charge a higher fee 
and say that the amount is 
“refundable” but that is not 
allowed under New York 
law.

o You may not be 
charged a security deposit 
that exceeds one month’s 
rent and may not be re-
quired to pre-pay rent, as 
a condition of obtaining a 
lease.

o You may not be de-
nied housing that you are 
otherwise eligible for, on 
the basis of a history of past 
or pending landlord and 
tenant court proceedings.

o You may not be denied 
housing that you are other-
wise eligible for, on the ba-
sis that they intend to use 
a lawful source of income, 
such as a housing subsidy 
like a Section 8 voucher, to 
pay your rent.

CREDIT/BANKING/
MORTGAGES

• There has been an in-
crease in foreclosure law-
suits being filed on “zombie 
second mortgages,” mort-
gages where the homeown-
er has not made a payment 
or heard anything about the 
mortgage for years. Under 
New York law, mortgage 
companies generally can 
only collect on the last six 
years of missed mortgage 
payments; seeking to col-
lect beyond that may be 
illegal. Please contact the 
New York State Home-
owner Protection Program 
(HOPP), which includes 
free legal services attor-
neys, by visiting their 
website or calling (855) 
HOME-456. 

• Homeowners are be-
ing approached by compa-
nies offering “free” cash 
for a share of equity in their 
home or to be your realtor 
at a later date. Be careful of 
these offers as often there 
are strings attached that 
could result in the loss of 
your home or your inabil-
ity to sell your home on 
the open market. If you’re 
unsure whether an offer 
like this is too good to be 
true, seek legal advice or 
counseling through visiting 
HOPP’s website or calling 
(855) HOME-456. Even if 
the company tells you they 
can connect you to a law-
yer, you should find your 
own lawyer or counselor. 

• Fight junk fees. “Junk 
fees” are unnecessary, 
unavoidable or surprise 
charges that increases the 
cost of a good or service 
while adding little to no 
value for that good or ser-
vice. These fees may in-
clude overdraft fees (fees 
charged for overdrawing on 
an account), bounced check 
fees and fees charged to 
make a mortgage payment 
online or through the phone 
(also known as pay-to-pay 

fees). If you believe these 
fees have been wrongly im-
posed, you should call the 
company and dispute them. 
You should also file an on-
line complaint with OAG’s 
Consumer Frauds Bureau 
and an online complaint 
with the Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau. 
HEALTH CARE COSTS

• If you were promised 
a rapid COVID-19 test but 
received your results later 
than promised, file an on-
line complaint with OAG’s 
Consumer Frauds Bureau.

• Under both the No Sur-
prises Act and New York 
law, hospitals and health 
care providers are prohibit-
ed from billing a patient for 
more than the in-network 
co-payment, co-insurance, 
or deductible costs for cer-
tain “surprise” out-of-net-
work bills. These surprise 
bills include bills for emer-
gency services, non-emer-
gency services, and air 
ambulance services. If you 
received a surprise med-
ical bill, you can contact 
OAG’s Health Care Help-
line at 1-800-428-9071, or 
visit the online portal if you 
believe that you have been 
improperly charged for a 
surprise bill by a health 
care provider, or that a 
health plan has improperly 
assessed cost-sharing for a 
surprise bill. 

STORAGE 
COMPANIES

• When selecting a 
storage company for your 
personal belongings, read 
the contract fine print for 
any hidden or additional 
charges. Also read the fine 
print for when notice is re-
quired to be given for rais-
ing rent and terms under 
which you are deemed to 
have defaulted.

• Check out online re-
views and, in New York 
City, check to see if the 
storage company is li-
censed and bonded. 

• If a storage company 
loses or damages your per-
sonal belongings or fails to 
deliver your personal be-
longings as promised, you 
are encouraged to report it 
to OAG. 

AUTOMOBILES
• Make sure that what 

you are signing is what 
the salesperson told you 
and that you are not be-
ing charged for any extra 
accessories or products. 
Never sign documents or 
leave the dealership with a 
car until you have read all 
of your paperwork careful-
ly. Ask for an exact copy of 
every document you sign to 
take with you. 

• If you electronically 
sign your contracts for the 
purchase or lease of a ve-
hicle, you have the right to 
request a printed copy of 
your sale or lease contract. 
Do not leave the dealership 
before you have obtained a 

printed copy and reviewed 
the contract to ensure that 
the terms of your sale or 
lease are the same as what 
was discussed with the 
salesperson.

• Beware of misleading 
or tricky sales tactics when 
purchasing or leasing a car. 
Do not sign a blank doc-
ument that does not have 
numbers or terms filled in. 
Ask the salesperson or fi-
nance manager about any 
financing, fees or charges 
you do not understand and 
whether they are required 
by law. 

• Add-on products, such 
as insurance or service con-
tracts, are never required 
to purchase a vehicle or 
obtain financing for the 
purchase of a vehicle. You 
have the right to demand a 
price or financing terms for 
a vehicle without any add 
on products.

INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES
• Be careful of re-

quests to invest money that 
come through social me-
dia, email, text messages, 
and other online methods. 
Sometimes these people 
are not who they say they 
are, live outside the United 
States, and may take your 
money without any way for 
you to get it back. 

• Also be careful of in-
vestment opportunities that 
come through friends, fam-
ily, and trusted community 
members. Always do re-
search before handing over 
your money to see if the 
people behind the invest-
ment opportunity are who 
they say they are, and if the 
investment makes sense. 

• An investment that 
“sounds too good to be 
true” or that promises guar-
anteed returns or high prof-
its with little risk is proba-
bly a scam.

• Avoid “limited time 
only” investment opportu-
nities and other high-pres-
sure sales tactics — pres-
sure to make a quick 
decision is a classic warn-
ing sign of fraud.

• Investment contracts 
should always be in writ-
ing. You may want to talk 
to a lawyer about the con-
tract and talk to an accoun-
tant about potential tax 
liabilities before you hand 
over your money. 

• Don’t invest if you 
don’t understand. Con 
artists often claim to use 
complicated, technical or 
confidential investment 
strategies, but may simply 
take your money and run.

INTERNET
• Attackers are increas-

ingly targeting personal 
and financial information 
obtained through online 
transactions, particularly 
where customers and ven-
dors do not take proper pre-
cautions. Please consider 
the following when shop-

ping online. 
o Shop Smart. Reputa-

ble vendors will often have 
strong transaction securi-
ty and encryption, likely 
decreasing the chances of 
phishing attacks. You can 
also check the site’s certifi-
cate information or confirm 
the vendor’s phone number 
or physical address if you 
suspect that a website is 
fraudulent. 

o Use a credit card. 
Credit cards limit customer 
liability and provide more 
protection than debit cards 
linked directly to your bank 
accounts. Using one credit 
card allows for easier re-
view of purchases and the 
ability to freeze disputed 
transactions. 

o Check bank state-
ments. Be vigilant with 
purchase orders and com-
pare these with your bank 
statements to find any dis-
crepancies. 

o Beware of emails re-
questing purchase or ac-
count information. Repu-
table vendors will not ask 
for this type of information 
via email. If you do receive 
an unsolicited email, do not 
open any links and instead 
visit the actual website by 
typing in the web address. 

o Use secure websites. 
Legitimate vendors will 
use secure sockets to en-
crypt your information. 
Make sure website URLs 
begin with “https:” and 
not “http:” and check for a 
closed padlock icon in the 
appropriate place on your 
browser. This indicates that 
information on the site is 
encrypted. 

o Check shopping apps. 
Be careful when shopping 
through apps. Unlike cred-
it cards, you are liable for 
all charges made through a 
shopping app, unless oth-
erwise stated under a ven-
dor’s terms of service. 

UTILITIES
• If you are thinking 

of purchasing your ener-
gy directly from an energy 
service company (ESCO), 
beware of deceptive tactics. 
Some ESCOs induce con-
sumers to switch to their 
services, such as promising 
savings or 100% green en-
ergy, or switching consum-
ers without their consent.

• Before accepting 
ESCO service, consumers 
should ask how their rates 
compare to the rates pro-
vided directly from utility 
companies, and whether 
their purchase of an ES-
CO’s green product will 
actually support the envi-
ronment.

• All consumers should 
remember that if they sign 
up with any ESCO, they 
have three days to change 
their minds without incur-
ring any obligations.

HOME REPAIR/

AG releases top 10 consumer complaints of 2022

See TOP 10, page B7



AUTO 
DONATIONS

Wheels For Wish-
es benefiting Make-A-
Wish® Northeast New 
York. Your Car Donations 
Matter NOW More Than 
Ever! Free Vehicle Pick Up 
ANYWHERE.  We Accept 
Most Vehicles Running or 
Not.  100% Tax Deduct-

ible.  Minimal To No Hu-
man Contact.  Call: (877) 
798-9474.  Car Donation 
Foundation d/b/a Wheels 
For Wishes. www.wheels-
forwishes.org.

Drive Out Breast Can-
cer: Donate a car today!  
The benefits of donating 
your car or boat:  Fast Free 
Pickup - 24hr Response   
Tax Deduction - Easy To 
Do!  Call 24/7:  855-905-
4755

BUYING / 
SELLING

Buying diamonds, gold, 
silver, all fine jewelry and 
watches, coins, paintings, 
better furs, complete es-
tates.  We simply pay more! 
Call Barry 914-260-8783 
or e-mail Americabuying@
aol.com

EDUCATION/
CAREER 

TRAINING
COMPUTER & IT 

TRAINING PROGRAM! 
Train ONLINE to get the 
skills to become a Comput-
er & Help Desk Profession-
al now! Grants and Schol-
arships available for certain 
programs for qualified ap-
plicants. Call CTI for de-
tails! 844-947-0192 (M-F 
8am-6pm ET). Computer 
with internet is required.

FINANCE
ARE YOU BEHIND 

$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop wage 
& bank levies, liens & au-
dits, unfiled tax returns, 
payroll issues, & resolve 
tax debt FAST. Call 888-
869-5361 (Hours:  Mon-Fri 
7am-5pm PST)

FOR SALE
Arborvitae 6-foot  Re-

duced to $125/each Free 
Installation, Free Delivery.  
Fast growing, High-quality 
Beautiful & Bushy!  Order 
now to reserve for spring 
delivery. Lowcosttreefarm.
com  518-536-1367

HEALTH
VIAGRA and CIALIS 

USERS! 50 Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW! 855-413-9574

HOME 
IMPROVE-

MENT
Don’t Pay For Cov-

ered Home Repairs Again! 
American Residential War-
ranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE/ $100 OFF POPU-
LAR PLANS. 833-398-
0526

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months! Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Se-
nior & Military Discounts 
available. Call: 866-393-
3636

Do you need a Roof 
or Energy Efficient Win-
dows & Help paying for 
it? YOU MAY QUALIFY 
THROUGH NEW RELIEF 
PROGRAMS (800) 944-
9393 or visit NYProgram-
Funding.org to qualify. 
Approved applications will 
have the work completed 
by a repair crew provid-
ed by: HOMEOWNER 
FUNDING. Not affiliated 
with State or Gov Pro-
grams.

MISCELLA-

NEOUS
Do you have boxes 

of old comic books lying 
around? Turn them into 
cash. Call, text or write 
George and I will come 
get them.  917-652-9128; 
gbrook@pipeline.com

BEST SATELLITE TV 
with 2 Year Price Guaran-
tee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! 
Free next day installation! 
Call 888-508-5313

Get DIRECTV for 
$64.99/mo for 12 months 
with CHOICE Package. 
Save an additional $120 
over 1st year. First 3 
months of HBO Max, Cin-
emax, Showtime, Starz and 
Epix included! Directv is 
#1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.) 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call 1-888-534-6918

TV INTERNET 
PHONE

DISH TV $64.99 For 
190 Channels + $14.95 
High Speed Internet.  Free 
Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions 
apply.  Promo Expires 
1/31/24. 1-866-595-6967
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LINE ADS

IMPROVEMENT
• Many consumers are 

turning to solar energy for 
their homes. However, it is 
important that homeown-
ers thoroughly research the 
companies and the different 
products available before 
making a decision. 

• Some companies 
offer “Power Purchase 

Agreements” or “PPAs,” 
where the company owns 
the panels and you pay for 
the power produced by the 
panels, while others allow 
you to pay for the panels 
themselves and own the so-
lar energy produced. 

• You will still pay your 
energy company certain 
set fees, as well as pay for 
any additional energy you 
need beyond what the pan-
els produce. Be mindful 

that PPAs are long-term 
contracts, generally for 20 
years, and cannot be can-
celled without severe pen-
alties. Please visit OAG’s 
consumer guide regarding 
solar panels. 

TRAVEL
• Over the past year, air-

lines have been advertising 
and booking flights they do 
not have the personnel to 
operate, which has caused 
cancellations, delays and 

forced consumers to incur 
additional travel costs.

• If your flight gets can-
celled or delayed, federal 
law entitles you to a full 
cash refund, regardless of 
the reason. You are also 
entitled to a refund if an 
airline makes a significant 
schedule change and/or 
significantly delays a flight 
and you choose not to trav-
el. 

GASOLINE PRICES

• You should not be 
surprised by a credit card 
surcharge when paying 
for gas at the pump with a 
credit card. Merchants are 
not allowed to advertise a 
price and add a surcharge at 
the point of sale when pay-
ing for goods or services 
with a credit card. Instead, 
merchants are required to 
inform consumers of the 
higher credit card price 
for a product or service by 

posting the higher price. 
Merchants can also offer 
discounts to consumers 
who pay with cash.

Consumers are encour-
aged to file complaints by 
completing and submitting 
a Consumer Frauds and 
Protection Bureau online 
complaint form or by call-
ing 800-771-7755 if they 
are unable to submit a form 
online.

TOP 10, from page B6

CAIRO — The Greene 
County Soil & Water Con-
servation District is holding 
its 2023 Bare Root Sale, 
with an order deadline of 
Friday, March 31.

Bare root plants are 
plants that do not have soil 
around their roots, so your 
bundles of plans will be 
delivered in bags instead 
of pots. Nurseries grow 
bare root plants in beds 
for a few years before they 
are removed from the beds 

during the dormant season. 
The plants are then stored 
in refrigeration units to en-
sure that they remain dor-
mant until being shipped.

Bare root seedlings 
are grown in the original 
seed bed at the nursery for 
no more than three years, 
while a transplant is grown 
for two to three years in a 
seedbed and then trans-
planted to grow in another 
bed for one to three years. 

Seedlings have smaller, 

less developed root systems 
and branching. Transplants 
are generally larger and 
older than seedlings.

The Greene County 
Soil & Water Conservation 
District is accepting orders 
for its annual bare root sale 
through Friday, March 31.

Each spring, the orga-
nization offers a variety 
of bare root evergreen and 
deciduous seedlings and 
transplants for use in con-
servation planting. These 

native plants are available 
at a low cost for conser-
vation purposes, but also 
add to the beauty of your 
property, according to the 
group.

The sale offers a vari-
ety of habitat enhancement 
products. Choose from 
trees, shrubs, edible fruit 
plants and wildflower seed 
mixes. Organic compost 
and fertilizer tablets are 
also available.

The inventory is pre-or-

dered and orders are filled 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis. For the best selec-
tion, it is highly recom-
mended that you order well 
in advance of the March 31 
deadline. The order form 
will be updated regularly 
to reflect available inven-
tory. Please make sure you 
have downloaded the most 
up-to-date order form from 
the sale webpage at https://
www.gcswcd.com/bare-
root-sale.

Orders will be available 
for pick-up on Friday, April 
21 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
and Saturday, April 22, 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

The pick-up location 
will be at 907 Greene 
County Office Building in 
Cairo, at the intersection 
of Mountain Avenue and 
County Road 80, adjacent 
to Angelo Canna Town 
Park.

Soil & Water District holding bare root sale

Starting immediately, 
visitors to SSA.gov will ex-
perience a fresh homepage 
and a new design to help 
them find what they need 
more easily, according to 
the Social Security Admin-
istration.

“SSA.gov is visited by 
over 180 million people 
per year and it is one of our 
most important tools for 
providing efficient and eq-
uitable access to service,” 
said Kilolo Kijakazi, acting 
commissioner of the Social 
Security Administration. 
“Whether providing service 
in person or online, our goal 
is to help people understand 
what they may qualify for 
and seamlessly transition 

them to an application pro-
cess.”  

Improved self-service 
capability allows people 
to skip calling or visiting 
an office, which helps So-
cial Security staff focus 
on those visitors who need 
in-person assistance.

 Part of ongoing efforts 
to improve how the public 
can do business with the 
agency, the redesign is in-
tended to provide a clear 
path to the tasks customers 
need to accomplish. Many 
of the most visited sections 
of SSA.gov are now live 
with a more user-friendly 
and task-based approach. 
New pages and improve-
ments based on public 

feedback will continue to 
be unveiled in the coming 
months.

 Visitors to SSA.gov can 
use interactive tools to: 

• Check eligibility for 
benefits: The new benefit 
eligibility screener is a con-
venient and simple way for 
people to learn if they might 
be eligible for benefits.

• Save time on Social 
Security Number (SSN) 
and card online services: 
If a person loses their SSN 
card, they may not need a 
replacement. In most cases, 
simply knowing their SSN 
is enough. If a person does 
need a replacement card, 
they may be able to request 
it online by visiting www.

ssa.gov/ssnumber. Individ-
uals can also start an appli-
cation for an updated card 
or request an SSN for the 
first time. People may never 
need to visit an office and, 
if they do need to visit an 
office to complete the appli-
cation, they will save a lot 
of time by starting online.

• Start an application 
for Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI): People can 
start the application process 
online and request an ap-
pointment to apply for SSI 
benefits by answering a few 
questions at www.ssa.gov/
benefits/ssi/.   

• Apply for Social Se-
curity benefits and other 
online services: For most 

benefits, people can apply 
online or start an applica-
tion online. In many cases, 
there are no forms to sign. 
The agency will review the 
application and reach out 
with questions or for more 
information. Visit www.ssa.
gov/onlineservices to apply 
for retirement, disability, or 
Medicare.

Many Social Securi-
ty services do not require 
the public to take time to 
visit an office. Using a my 
Social Security account, a 
personalized online service, 
people can start or change 
direct deposit, or request a 
replacement SSA-1099. 

For individuals already 
receiving Social Security 

benefits, they can print or 
download a current Benefit 
Verification Letter if they 
need proof of their benefits.  

People not yet receiv-
ing benefits can use their 
online account to get a per-
sonalized Social Security 
Statement, which provides 
their earnings information 
as well as estimates of their 
future benefits.  The portal 
also includes a retirement 
calculator and links to in-
formation about other on-
line services. 

The agency encourages 
people without a my Social 
Security account to create 
one today at www.ssa.gov/
myaccount/.

Social Security Administration launches redesigned website

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-855-916-54731-855-916-5473

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!
Call Today 1-413-212-0130 or visit 

www.theupstater.com/contact

Support 
Your Local 
Newspaper

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY!

TheUpstater.com 

413.212.0130
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Call Today to Sell your Home

PRESTIGE 
BRAND
POWER
LOCAL
EXPERTISE

518-966-4900
GREENVILLE OFFICE

Join our award
winning team of

agents

Let it all work for you!

11573 Route 32 Tops Plaza

COLDWELL BANKER PRIME
PROPERTIES


