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See page 5

Greene could become NYS’s 1st county 
with 100% broadband coverage

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

Through an agreement with three local 
internet service providers and an infusion 
of $2.2 million, Greene County could be-
come the first county in the state with 
100% broadband coverage.

The Greene County Legislature at its 
Nov. 14 meeting authorized contracts with 
three local internet service providers to 
fund the installation of high-speed fiber in-
ternet service to areas of the county that are 
currently unserved.

The three internet service providers are 
Mid-Hudson Cable, Margaretville Tele-
phone Company and Charter Communica-
tions.

Legislator Greg Davis, R-Greenville, 
said at a recent meeting of the Greenville 
Town Council that the move could make 
Greene the first county in New York state 
with full broadband access to every home.

As part of the deal, the county is pro-
viding $2.2 million in funds, which will 
bring high-speed internet to 1,400 homes 
and 112 miles of currently unserved road-
ways, including the most remote and hard-
to-reach addresses, according to the Leg-
islature.

The majority of unserved roads in the 
county are on the mountaintop, and include 
areas of Durham, Catskill, Windham, Ash-
land and Prattsville.

“Greene County is able to make this 

important infrastructure investment with a 
portion of the federal funding it received 
under the American Rescue Plan Act,” 
Greene County Legislature Chairman 
Patrick Linger, R-New Baltimore, said. 

“Therefore, it will put no additional bur-
den on our taxpayers, and provide access 
to a service that is essential to how we live, 
work and learn.”

The agreement was penned as part of 
the “Get Better Connected” Greene Coun-
ty Broadband Initiative that brought to-
gether county departments, consultants and 
private internet service providers to find a 
way to bring broadband to every corner of 
the county.

“Data sharing, partnerships with our lo-
cal ISPs (internet service providers), and a 
tailored approach suited to rural counties 
proved to be key to making this happen,” 
Deputy County Administrator Warren Hart 
said.

High-speed broadband is viewed as a 
necessity in today’s climate, and in par-
ticular in the wake of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, when many people were forced to 
work and learn in a remote environment. 
That is why expanding broadband cover-
age is a permitted use of American Rescue 
Plan Act funds issued by the federal gov-
ernment.

“This is great news for Greene Coun-
ty,” Hart said. “Early on we understood the 

COURTESY OF PEXELS    
A public-private partnership between Greene County and three internet service providers is 
expected to bring broadband coverage to currently unserved areas of the county.

See BROADBAND, page 14

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — Voters will head to 
the polls Dec. 6 to determine the fate of a 
proposed $14.5 million capital improve-
ment project in the Greenville Central 
School District.

District Superintendent Michael Ben-
nett held the first of two question-and-an-
swer sessions prior to the Nov. 14 meeting 
of the board of education and a second was 
planned at press time for Nov. 29.

The project, slated at $14,480,000, in-
cludes improvements to all three schools 
in the district, with the bulk of the reno-
vations slated for Scott Ellis Elementary 
School.

Through the use of capital reserve 
funds the district has on hand and state aid, 
the proposed project — which would in-
clude an $11 million bond issuance — is 
not expected to have any impact on the tax 
rate for local taxpayers, according to dis-
trict officials.

“The state reimburses us 72 cents on 
the dollar for a voter-approved capital proj-
ect, so the differential is being covered by 
the contribution from the capital reserve 
and also some fall-off from debt service,” 
said Chris DeCarlo of Bernard P. Donegan, 
Inc., the district’s bond consultant. “The 
state aid is covering the bond payments.”

The proposed project was developed MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Greenville District Superintendent Michael Bennett hosted the first of two question-and-answer ses-
sions Nov. 14, discussing the proposed $14.5 million capital project. The vote will take place Dec. 6.

$14.5M capital project goes to a vote Dec. 6

See CAPITAL PROJECT, page XX

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — Local businesses 
and charitable groups pooled their resourc-

es and efforts to help 40 local families have 
a bit more joy this holiday season.

The “Feed Your Mind, Feed A Family” 
program was started in the Greenville area 
in 2021 by Capital Region Independent 
Media, which publishes the Greenville Pi-
oneer.

Forty turkey meals with all the trim-
mings were handed out to local charitable 
groups and to individual families during 
a ceremony at Tops supermarket on Nov. 
17. With each meal including enough food 
to feed six or more people, organizers es-
timate the program will provide holiday 

meals to 240 or more individuals.
The program brings together local com-

panies, who donate funds to sponsor meals, 
which are then given to charitable groups 
for distribution to families in need. Funds 
are also raised through newspaper sub-
scriptions to the Greenville Pioneer, which 
continues through Dec. 17.

“Each time someone bought a subscrip-
tion to the newspaper, we bought food for 
a family in need,” said Warren Dews. Jr., 
publisher and vice president, who came up 
with the program. “We also want to thank 
the organizations that sponsored this. There 
are many different things we can do in the 
community, but we chose to help bring a 
little extra joy to families that are strug-
gling to make ends meet during the holiday 
season. As the local newspaper and media 
company, we are here not only to provide 
news and information, but to be here for 
the community when they need it.”

Capital Region Independent Media 
President Mark Vinciguerra said the “Feed 
Your Mind, Feed A Family” program is em-
blematic of how local news is entrenched 
in the community it serves.

“We are not just providing a service, 
we are part of this community, for the good 
times and the challenging times,” Vinci-
guerra said. “We are happy to help in any 
way that we can, and this is a way to bring 
smiles to local residents during the holi-
days.”

The Tops supermarket, located on 
Route 32, has participated in the program 
since its inception in 2021.

“As your neighborhood grocery store, 
we are proud to once again give back this 
holiday season by sponsoring the ‘Feed 
Your Mind, Feed A Family’ program,” said 
Michael Sterling, Tops store manager. “As 
we take a moment this holiday season to 
come together as a community, we rekin-
dle our hope for the future, and share our 
gratitude with all of you, who are like fam-
ily to us.”

Local businesses contributed to the 
cause and were on hand to help hand out 
meals.

Coldwell Banker Prime Properties do-
nated meals for the second year in a row 
and helped organize and load up vehicles 
with the contributed meals.

“We want to help the community,” said 

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Local businesses and charitable groups pooled their resources to bring free holiday meals to 40 
area families.

GOOD NEWS!: Holiday meal giveaway feeds 40 area families

See HOLIDAY MEAL, page 14

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/
CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    

A volunteer helps load up turkeys that were 
donated to local groups and individuals.
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Cartaway, LLC is located in Glenmont, NY
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Dumpster Rentals Made Easy!
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• Construction • Demolition • Roofing • Clean-Out Work

CommunityCalendarCalendar
To have your organization’s 

events added to our calendar, 
please enter them online at 
www.greenvillepioneer.com

Brought to you by

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, 
Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Terminal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing.

DECEMBER 2022
3 - Performance: “The Nutcracker,” at 
Orpheum Performing Arts Center, 6050 
Route 23A, Tannersville. Tickets $25. 
Performances at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

3 - Performance: “The Zelos Quartet,” at 
7:30 p.m., at Bridge Street Theatre, 44 
West Bridge Street, Catskill. Tickets are 
$15, available at the door only. For more 
information, visit www.bridgest.org./
zelos-quartet/

3 - Windham Annual Holiday Celebration, 
5-7 p.m., at 5379 Route 23 (Main 
Street), Windham. Free admission.

4 - Performance: “The Nutcracker,” at 
Orpheum Performing Arts Center, 6050 
Route 23A, Tannersville. Tickets $25. 
Performance at 2 p.m.

5 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at 
Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.

6 - Durham Town Board workshop, 7:30 
p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 Route 
81, East Durham.

7 - Greene County Economic 
Development Corporation meeting, 
4 p.m., at county building, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill.

7 - Greene County Legislature committee 
meetings - Health Services, County 
Resources and Public Safety - 6 p.m., 
at county building, 411 Main Street, 
Catskill.

10 - Athens Victorian Stroll, in village 
of Athens, 1-5 p.m. Includes free ice 
skating rink at Athens Riverfront Park, 
bring your own skates. Free admission, 
music and activities.

10 - Performance: “The Nutcracker,” at 
Orpheum Performing Arts Center, 6050 
Route 23A, Tannersville. Tickets $25. 
Performances at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

11 - Program: “A Walk Through 
Bethlehem,” 2-3:30 p.m., at 
Resurrection Lutheran Church, 186 
Main Street, Cairo. Admission is non-
perishable food item for the Cairo Food 
Pantry. Call 518-622-3286 or visit www.
RLC.life for more information.

11 - Performance: “The Nutcracker,” at 
Orpheum Performing Arts Center, 6050 
Route 23A, Tannersville. Tickets $25. 
Performances at 2 p.m.

12 - Greene County Legislature County 
Services and Public Works committee 
meeting, 6 p.m., at county building, 411 
Main Street, Catskill.

19 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 
p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 
32, Greenville.

19 - Greene County Legislature 

committee meeting - Economic 
Development and Tourism, Government 
Operations and Finance - 6 p.m., at 
county building, 411 Main Street, 
Catskill.

20 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 Route 
81, East Durham.

21 - Cairo Town Board workshop, 7 p.m., 
at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.

21 - Greene County Legislature regular 
meeting, 6:30 p.m., at county building, 
411 Main Street, Catskill.

26 - Greene County offices closed in 
observance of Christmas.

JANUARY 2023

2 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at 
Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.

4 - Greene County Economic 
Development Corporation meeting, 
4 p.m., at county building, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill.

5 - Cairo Planning Board meeting, 7 
p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.

16 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 
p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 
32, Greenville.

18 - Cairo Town Board workshop, 7 p.m., 
at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always, perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. 
We deliver service by maintaining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and off the job.
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• PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • GREAT PRICES • FULLY INSURED 
518-635-4111 • 1277 Rte 9W, Selkirk (2 miles south of Jericho Drive-In)

• Tree Trimming 
and Pruning
• Large Tree 

Removal
• 60ft Bucket Truck

• Free Estimates

DELMAR — The Mendels-
sohn Club of Albany will help 
ring in the season with its tradi-
tional winter holiday concert at 
7:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 9, at 
The Egg. 

The club, now in its 114th 
season, will perform “Songs of 
the Season,” featuring a range of 
traditional, classical and modern 
holiday-themed music.

The Sound System Chorus 
from Bethlehem Central High 

School will join the club as guest 
artists for the evening.

“We look forward to providing 
our audience with a great musical 
holiday experience, and to per-
forming with the Sound System 
Chorus from Bethlehem High 
School,” said Mendelssohn Club 
President Claiborne Walthall. 
“This longstanding Capital Re-
gion tradition is a great way to 
begin the holiday season, and we 
have a wonderful evening of mu-

sic planned for our audience.”
Tickets are available at The 

Egg box office by calling 518-
473-1845. Please visit The Men-
delssohn Club online at mendels-
sohn.org for more information.

A Capital Region tradition 
since 1909, the 65-voice male 
chorus is the area’s longest con-
tinually performing arts group. 
The club is composed of men 
from the Capital District, Hud-
son Valley and Berkshire regions, 

and performs a full range of male 
choral selections from around the 
world. 

Jason Dashew is the conduc-
tor of The Mendelssohn Club. Mr. 
Dashew earned a Bachelor of Mu-
sic degree from SUNY Fredonia 
and a Master of Arts from SUNY 
Albany. He currently serves as 
the director of choral activities at 
Bethlehem Central High School 
in Delmar. 

In addition to conducting five 

choral ensembles, Dashew also 
teaches music theory and directs 
the annual spring musical produc-
tions for Bethlehem’s middle and 
high schools. Dashew also directs 
the youth choirs at the First Unit-
ed Methodist Church in Delmar. 

Pianist Michael Clement is 
the club’s accompanist. Clement 
trained at the Eastman School of 
Music, the University of Arizona, 
and the University of Southern 
California.

Celebrate the holiday season with the Mendelssohn Club

First Baptist Church of Westerlo
Route 143, Westerlo

518-797-3927

Preston Hollow Baptist Church
State Route 145, Preston Hollow

518-239-8544

Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints

County Route 41, Greenville Center
518-966-4043

Greenville Center Baptist Church
County Route 41, Greenville

Durham-Oak Hill 
United Methodist Church

Route 22, Durham
518-239-6377

Medway Congregational 
Christian Church
Route 26, Climax

518-731-2106 & 518-731-8867

Christ Episcopal Church
State Route 32, Greenville
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Our Lady of Knock Shrine
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Cornerstone Baptist Church
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Asbury United Methodist Church
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Christian Church
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Greenville Christian Church
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St. John the Baptist 
Roman Catholic Church
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Grapeville Baptist Church
Route 26, Climax

518-966-4265

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witness
State Route 81, Greenville

518-966-8941

Dormansville United 
Methodist Church

Route 312, Dormansville
518-756-2812

Freehold Congregational 
Christian Church

County Routes 67, Freehold
518-947-8823

Trinity Episcopal Church
Albany Hill Road, Rensselaerville

518-797-5295

Westerlo Reformerd Church
State Route 143, Westerlo

518-797-3742

Sacred Heart Roman 
Catholic Church

Church Street, Cairo
518-622-3319
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Police Blotter
Editor’s note: A charge is not a conviction. All 
persons listed are innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law. Charges can be amended or 
dismissed.

STATE POLICE
■ Michael Schirripa, 48, of Palenville, 

was arrested Nov. 7 at 11 a.m. in Cairo and 
charged with petty larceny, unauthorized use 
of a computer and second-degree criminal 
contempt, all class A misdemeanors. Schirri-
pa’s arrestee status was  not reported.

■ Charles Geiger, 41, of Cornwallville, 
was arrested Nov. 7 at 8:07 p.m. in Durham 
and charged with third-degree criminal pos-
session of a weapon, a class D felony, and 
second-degree menacing/weapon, acting in a 
manner injurious to a child less than 17 and 
criminal mischeif/intent to damage property, 
all class A misdemeanors. Geiger’s arrestee 
status was not reported.

■ Michael Johnson, 37, of Hudson, was 
arrested Nov. 7 at 9:05 p.m. in Catskill and 
charged with two counts of seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. Johnson was issued 
an appearance ticket.

■ Diane Collazo, 56, of Catskill, was 
arrested Nov. 7 at 9:05 p.m. in Catskill and 
charged with two counts of seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled substance 
and one count of manufacture of drug-related 
paraphernalia, both class A misdemeanors. 
Collazo was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Aleena Salvatore, 37, of Hudson, was 
arrested Nov. 7 at 9:05 p.m. in Catskill and 
charged with two counts of seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled substance 
and one count of manufacture of drug-related 
paraphernalia, all class A misdemeanors. Sal-
vatore was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Victoria Wheeler, 30, of East Durham, 
was arrested Nov. 8 at 3:27 a.m. in Catskill 
and charged with seventh-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled substance, a class 
A misdemeanor. Wheeler was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Jeromy Becker, 30, of Catskill, was 
arrested Nov. 8 at 3:26 a.m. in Catskill and 
charged with seventh-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, a class A mis-
demeanor. Becker was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Fallon Costa, 35, of Catskill, was arrest-
ed Nov. 8 at 3:26 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with seventh-degree criminal possession of a 
controlled substance, a class A misdemeanor. 
Costa was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Gregory Sands, 30, of Catskill, was 
arrested Nov. 9 at 9:33 p.m. in Catskill and 
charged with second-degree criminal pos-
session of a weapon/loaded firearm, a class 
C felony; third-degree criminal possession 
of a weapon/assault rifle and third-degree 
criminal possession of a weapon/ammunition 
clip, both class D felonies; and third-degree 
assault, a class A misdemeanor. Sands was re-
leased on his own recognizance.

■ Justin Lee Ramirez, 26, of Monticello, 
was arrested Nov. 12 at 10:05 a.m. in New 
Baltimore and charged with second-degree 
criminal contempt/disobeying a court order, a 
class A misdemeanor. Ramirez was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Sarah Perry, 23, of Leeds, was arrested 
Nov. 12 at 11:45 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with third-degree criminal mischief/damag-
ing another person’s property, a class E fel-
ony. Perry’s arrestee status was not reported.

■ John Imbesi, 50, of South Cairo, was 
arrested Nov. 12 at 8:17 p.m. in Cairo and 
charged with driving while intoxicated, an 

unclassified misdemeanor. Imbesi was issued 
an appearance ticket.

■ Shane Kiernan, 46, of Coxsackie, was 
arrested Nov. 12 at 10:36 p.m. in New Balti-
more and charged with seventh-degree crim-
inal possession of a controlled substance, a 
class A misdemeanor. Kiernan was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Leuri DeLeon-Blanco, 21, of the Bronx, 
was arrested Nov. 13 at 5:58 a.m. in Catskill 
and charged with petty larceny and possession 
of burglar tools, both class A misdemeanors. 
DeLeon-Blanco was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Harold Barcena, 26, of the Bronx, was 
arrested Nov. 13 at 5:52 a.m. in Catskill and 
charged with petty larceny and possession 
of burglar tools, both class A misdemeanors. 
Barcena was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Manuel Ramirez Nunez, 26, of the 
Bronx, was arrested Nov. 13 at 5:52 a.m. in 
Catskill and charged with petty larceny, pos-
session of burglar tools, resisting arrest and 
second-degree obstruction of governmental 
administration, all class A misdemeanors. 
Nunez was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Carter Goss, 25, of Athens, was arrested 
Nov. 14 at 1:09 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with first-degree aggravated unlicensed op-
eration of a motor vehicle, a class E felony, 
and driving while intoxicated and operating 
a motor vehicle with a blood-alcohol content 
over 0.08%, both unclassified misdemeanors. 
Goss was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Michael Saliani, 42, of Coxsackie, was 
arrested Nov. 14 at 11:13 a.m. in Coxsackie 
and charged with second-degree assault, a 
class D felony. Saliani was held.

■ Amanda Lynn Carr, 30, of Catskill, was 
arrested Nov. 15 at 2:18 a.m. in Cairo and 
charged with petty larceny, a class A misde-

meanor. Carr’s arrestee status was  not reported.
■ An unidentified 18-year-old, of Sau-

gerties, was arrested Nov. 14 at 8:57 p.m. in 
Catskill and charged with aggravated driving 
whil eintoxicated with a child passenger, a 
class E felony; acting in a manner injurious 
to a child less than 17, a class A misdemean-
or; and operating a motor vehicle impaired by 
drugs, driving while ability impaired with the 
combined influence of drugs or alcohol and 
drugs, and driving while intoxicated, all un-
classified misdemeanors. The individual was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Tyler Irwin, 22, of Earlton, was arrested 
Nov. 16 at 1:56 a.m. in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misdemeanor. Irwin 
was released on his own recognizance.

■ Scott Cross, 38, of Cairo, was arrested 
Nov. 16 at 4:36 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with second-degree criminal contempt/dis-
obeying a court order, a class A misdemeanor. 
Cross was held with no bail.

■ Lee Beebe, 23, of Hudson, was arrested 
Nov. 17 at 6:44 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with aggravated driving while intoxicated/
with a child passenger, a class E felony; act-
ing in a manner injurious to a child under 17, 
a class A misdemeanor; and operating a mo-
tor vehicle impaired by drugs, an unclassified 
misdemeanor. Beebe was released to a third 
party.

■ Ramon Huggins, 26, of Houston, Tex-
as, was arrested Nov. 17 at 9:38 p.m. in Cairo 
and charged with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content over 0.08% and 
driving while intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. Huggins’ arrestee status was 
not reported.

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — Four Albany 
County residents have been charged 
in connection with an alleged home 
invasion in Greenville and two other 
individuals were still being sought at 
press time, according to the Greene 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Sheriff’s deputies responded Nov. 
19 at 1:56 a.m. to a report of a home 
invasion at a private residence in the 
town of Greenville. Police did not 
identify the address where the incident is 
alleged to have taken place.

According to a police statement, “sev-
eral armed subjects entered the home, as-
saulted and held down two of the occupants 
until they were able to locate and steal an 
undetermined amount of cash.”

The two individuals were treated at the 
scene for minor injuries, according to po-
lice.

Four people were arrested, including 
Thomas J. Mason Sr., 49, and Thomas J. 
Mason Jr., 29, both of Ravena; Colby T. 
Hudson, 30, of Coeymans Hollow; and 
Morgan Brate, 22, of Albany.

All four have been charged with 
first-degree burglary, second-degree rob-
bery, second-degree assault, and fourth-de-
gree grand larceny.

The four individuals were arraigned in 
Town of Greenville Court and were com-
mitted to the Greene County Jail in lieu of 
bail.

Two additional individuals were 
still being sought at press time by the 
Sheriff’s Office in connection with 
the case. They have been tentatively 
identified as Dezsarai Leno and Rob-
ert Viores, according to the Sheriff’s 
Office.

Both are considered armed and 
dangerous, according to the sheriff.

Assisting in the investigation are 
the New York State Police, the Alba-
ny County Sheriff’s Office and the 
Greene County District Attorney’s Of-
fice. The Town of Greenville Rescue 

Squad assisted at the scene.
The Sheriff’s Office is asking anyone 

with information on Leno and Viores to 
contact Investigator Joel Rowell at the 
Greene County Sheriff’s Office at 518-
943-3300.

Four charged in Greenville home invasion

OUTDOOR SUPPLIES
11779 St. Route 9W, 

W.Coxsackie, NY 12192
518-731-3900

EXCAVATING
325 Medway-Earlton Rd.

Earlton, NY. 12058
518-731-6190

Halsted 
Companies

FULL SERVICE 
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR SHOP

- 27 Years in Business -

AAA Approved Auto Repair 
NAPA Auto Care Member

• Alignments 
• NYS Inspections
• Transmissions
• Brakes
• Engine Overhauls

• Fuel Injection
• Computer Diagnosis
• Electrical
• Suspension & More
• We Even Sell Tires!

Fire!
Our Flavors Are

47 PARK ST., ADAMS, MA
413-776-7121 | FIREHOUSECAFE.NET

Mediterranean Cuisine

$15 Off Lunch or Dinner
EXPIRES DEC. 15, 2022. PRESENT COUPON WHEN ORDERING. NO PHOTOCOPIES. 

ONE COUPON PER PERSON, PER TRANSACTION.  NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.

When you spend $50 or more
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Obituaries

Cathy “Cat” Hulbert grew 
up in Oak Hill, NY, and is the 
daughter of the late Llewellyn 
and Helen Hulbert. 

She had six siblings, the 
late Richard Hulbert, Cheryl 
Cox, the late Mark Hulbert, 
Bradley Hulbert and Sean 
Hulbert. She is also survived 
by countless nieces and 
nephews. Cat graduated from 
Siena College and upon gradu-
ating eventually settled in Las 
Vegas, where she was intro-
duced to the gambling world. 

Even while living her adult 
life on the West Coast, she 
always had love for her 
hometown, frequently traveling 
back in the fall to enjoy the 
leaf-changing season, shop-
ping with her mother, siblings 
and friends in the area, and 
enjoying the beautiful scenery 
of the Catskill Mountains.

Cat Hulbert will be remem-
bered by some as a fierce 
competitor, by some as a 
trailblazer, and by many others 
as a bold presence. Cat was 
intelligent, independent, en-

thusiastic, strongly opinionat-
ed, and as mentioned before, 
extremely competitive. These 
traits allowed her to rise to 
prominence as a pioneer in 
the predominantly male-domi-
nated gambling industry. 

Cat was one of the original 
female card counters and 
a successful poker player, 
eventually becoming a mem-
ber of the BBC list for top 100 
women, and the only woman 
inducted into the Blackjack 
Hall of Fame. Wanting to share 
her gambling knowledge with 
other women, Cat became an 
established author, writing a 
book titled “Outplaying the 
Boys: Poker Tips for Competi-
tive Women’” 

In addition to becoming a 
published author, Cat also be-
came an educator for women 
who wanted to learn how to 
outplay the boys, frequently 
teaching a class for women to 
learn both the rules and psy-
chology of poker from a wom-
an’s perspective. This paid off 
bigger than many of her other 

bets as it led to some of her 
closest friendships that would 
last for the rest of her life.

When you sat in a room 
with Cat there was a presence 
about her, and it wasn’t just 
her vibrant hair color, or Uggs 
that almost always seemed 
to match either her hair or 
her outfit. The presence was 
her attitude towards living 
life to the fullest. She did 

that in spades, always having 
an entertaining, sometimes 
mischievous story from her 
travels around the globe. 

Another thing that Cat will 
be remembered for is making 
others around her feel better, 
even if she wasn’t trying to do 
so. She had an uncanny ability 
to make the best out of a 
bad situation, even in her last 
days, often cracking a joke or 
starting an engaging conversa-
tion to lighten the mood.

We would be remiss not to 
mention Cat’s love for animals 
and specifically spending time 
with her own animals, Muck-
luck, Hachiko, Zoey, Pilgrim 
and Rebound. In addition to 
her expressed love for ani-
mals, Cat would often give 
back by volunteering her time 
for animal rights events and 
making donations to animal 
rights charities. Even after a 
life filled with unique experi-
ences, some of Cat’s most 
cherished times may have 
been simply cuddling up next 
to one of her pets and watch-

ing an episode of her favorite 
TV show, “The Gilmore Girls.”

Everyone who has ever sat 
across from Cat at a poker 
table, interviewed her, shared 
a flight with her, argued with 
her (yes, she was not afraid 
to speak her mind), or was 
lucky enough to call her a 
close friend or family member, 
undoubtedly has great story 
to tell. We encourage anyone 
who had the pleasure of know-
ing her in some of those ways 
to remember and share those 
stories because that is what 
she would have wanted.

In addition to being remem-
bered as a trailblazer and a 
role model for many who knew 
her, Cathy Hulbert will also 
be remembered as a beloved 
daughter, cherished sister, 
amazing aunt, and close 
friend. She will be missed 
dearly by many, but nobody 
will ever forget their time with 
her, or her ability to light up a 
room.

Cathy “Cat” Hulbert

Cathy “Cat” Hulbert

Gerald R. Marquardt, 92, 
affectionately known as Jerry 
or “Red,” a former resident 
of Hyde Park, NY, departed 
this life on Thursday, Nov. 17, 
2022, while receiving comfort 
care at Southwestern Vermont 
Medical Center in Bennington, 
Vermont.  

Born in Buffalo, NY, on Oct. 
22, 1930, he was the son of 
the late Norman and Anne 
(Bischoff) Marquardt. Jerry 
moved when he was 6 years 
old to Groveland, NY, where 
he lived with his family until 
Grade 6. His family moved 
once more to Darien Center, 
NY where Jerry would grow up 
and attend Alexander Central 
School participating in many 
school and town sports.

Upon graduation he attend-
ed the State University of NY 
at Brockport where he met 
his wife, Marie Kusterer. They 
both earned their degrees in 
Physical Education and were 
married on April 4, 1953. 
While at Brockport, Jerry 
competed in various sports. 
On a dare he tried out for the 
soccer team in his sophomore 
year and secured a starting 
position on right wing. He 
set the school record for the 
most goals in one game, four, 
which stood unbroken for 50 
years. In addition to soccer, 

he played varsity baseball for 
three years and was scouted 
by professional teams for 
soccer and baseball. 

Following graduation Jerry 
and his wife moved to Green-
ville, NY, where he taught 
Physical Education at Green-
ville Central School for five 
years. He gained coaching 
experience in cross country, 
track, basketball and baseball. 
He also spent many summers 
working for his father-in-law 
at Kusterer’s Meat Market. 
In 1959 the family moved to 
Hyde Park, NY, where Jerry 
would stay for the remainder 
of his teaching career. After 
coaching baseball and JV 
basketball for three years he 
became the varsity basket-
ball coach at Roosevelt High 
School and would remain so 
until 1976. 

During the 1960s he re-
ceived his Masters’ degree 
from SUNY Albany in Guidance 
Counseling. Highlights of his 
career were coaching both of 
his sons, winning the 1962-63 
Section I Division A Champi-
onship as well as the Section 
I A-AA Championship, and the 
Dutchess County Scholastic 
League Championship in 
1971. He was honored as the 
1970-71 and 1975-76 “Coach 
of the Year,” elected by fellow 

coaches in the DCSL. 
Touching many young lives, 

helping players achieve 
scholarships, and seeing 
three former players achieve 
professional status, he retired 
from coaching in 1976. He 
continued to serve as Roos-
evelt High School’s first athlet-
ic director until his retirement 
from teaching in 1987. During 
retirement he would also 
continue to serve as co-chair-
man of the Section I NYS Boys 
Basketball Committee.  

Jerry and his wife helped to 
establish Mar-Gas, a propane 
gas business, with their son 

Dan, who went on to own and 
run the business for many 
years. Jerry was a member of 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
in Poughkeepsie, NY, where 
he served as an usher and a 
member of the Scholarship 
Committee.

Aside from his career, Jerry 
was happiest when with his 
family. His eight grandchildren 
adored his silly sense of hu-
mor and were the recipients of 
his generous nature on many 
occasions. His great-grandchil-
dren knew him as Gg-pa. He 
loved sports (go Yankees and 
Tar Heels), dogs and family. 
Following the passing of his 
beloved Marie, he lived with 
his son, Dan, and his daugh-
ter-in-law, Debbie, in Green-
ville, NY, as well as in North 
Carolina.  In recent years 
he moved north to be with 
his daughter, Chris, and her 
husband, Neil. He eventually 
moved to the Danforth Adult 
Care Facility in Hoosick Falls 
NY. Jerry’s life was blessed 
with family and close friends 
with whom he enjoyed many 
good times. He will be remem-
bered as an honest, fair and 
generous man.  

He was pre-deceased by his 
wife, Marie, his sister, Shirley 
Westermeier, and his son, 
Conrad. 

Survivors include his daugh-
ter Christine (Neil) Fitchett, of 
Hoosick Falls, NY, and their 
children, Marla (Michael) Cinil-
ia and their son Bodhi, Jeremy 
Fitchett (Jordan Luciano) and 
their children, Hiram and 
Rowan; his son Dan (Debbie) 
Marquardt, of Benson, North 
Carolina, and their children, 
Sam (Staci Eddy) and his son 
Max, Stephanie (Ryan) Morse 
and their children Jaxon and 
Colton, Kara (Ryan) Sanford 
and their children Canaan, 
Lily, Prim and Jerry; Conrad’s 
children, Kelly (Matt) Staats, 
Bryan Marquardt and his sons 
Gavin and Owen; and Matt 
Marquardt (Jennifer Tanner). 

A memorial celebration of 
life service will be held at the 
South Westerlo Congregation-
al Christian Church at 282 
CR 405 South Westerlo, NY 
on Saturday, Jan. 7, 2023, 
at 1 p.m., followed by a time 
to visit and share. A private 
burial will take place at the 
Greenville Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to 
St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital, 
a charity that Jerry supported 
for many years. Arrangements 
by A.J. Cunningham Funeral 
Home, Greenville. Condolenc-
es can be posted at ajcunning-
hamfh.com.

Gerald R. Marquardt

Gerald R. Marquardt

Charles E. Lampman

Charles E. Lampman, 83, 
of Bartonville, IL passed away 
Wednesday morning, November 
23, 2022, at his daughter’s 
residence in Washington, IL.  

Also known to family and 
friends as Jackie Place, he 
was born June 30, 1939, in 
Albany, NY to Alathea Lamp-
man and Charles Place.   He 
was raised in Gilboa, NY by his 
paternal grandmother Grace 
until the age of 10.  In 1949, 
he traveled alone by train from 
Schenectady, NY to Chicago, 
IL to then be raised by his 
maternal Aunt Edna and her 
husband Orville Meischner in 
East Peoria, IL. 

After graduating from East 
Peoria High School, he enlist-
ed in the U.S. Navy serving 
from 1959-1961 aboard the 
USS Boston.  Upon returning 
to the area, he worked at 
Block & Kuhl where he met 
the love of his life, Sandra 
Harkins.  They married on 
May 22, 1966, making their 
home in Bartonville, IL, and 
raising their 2 children, Randy 
& Sarah.  He was very active 
in the community serving on 
the Oak Grove School Board, 
Bartonville Fire & Police Com-
mission, and he also served 
on the Bartonville American 
Legion Rifle Squad and was 
a member of the 32-degree 

Scottish Rite.  He had an over 
45-year career at L.R. Nelson 
working his way up from the 
floor to tool & die engineer, 
retiring in 2007.  He was a 
proud member of the Society 
of Manufacturing Engineers. 

Chuck had several passions 
including carpentry and wood-
working.  At heart, Chuck was 
a farmer.  He enjoyed tending 
to his large backyard garden 
as well as his family’s beloved 
Spruce Grove Farm in Green-
ville, NY.

He was a former member 
of the Bartonville Christian 
Church and later Creve Coeur 
Christian Church. Chuck’s 
devout faith in God was shown 

in all that he did.
He was an adoring father 

and grandfather; never miss-
ing a moment to show love 
and encouragement.

He will be dearly missed 
by his daughter, Sarah (Don) 
Hoffman, and his grandsons, 
Benjamin and Luke Hoffman, 
all of Washington, IL.  Cousin 
Ronnie (Karen) Klose of Long 
Island, NY.  Several nieces and 
nephews, especially Michael 
Siatkowski of East Jewett, NY, 
and Kathy Seltzer of Newport, 
NC.  He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Sandra, son, 
Randell Lampman, his par-
ents, and 2 sisters.

Memorials may be made to 
the Alzheimer’s Association, 
or to The Community Partners 
of Greenville, NY to aid in the 
restoration of the Greenville 
Presbyterian Church (Prevost 
Hall). PO Box 252, Greenville, 
NY 12083.

Funeral services will be 
held at 11AM on Wednesday, 
November 30, 2022, at Davi-
son-Fulton Bartonville Chapel. 
Visitation will be held an hour 
prior to the service. Burial will 
follow at Lutheran Cemetery. 
Davison-Fulton Bartonville 
Chapel is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Charles E. Lampman
Loring R. Moak of Rensse-

laerville, NY, 86, died Nov. 14, 
2022.

A memorial service will 
be held at the Middleburgh 

Reformed Church, 178 River 
St., Middleburgh, New York, on 
Saturday, Dec. 10 at 3 p.m.

The service will be followed 
by food and fellowship.

Loring R. Moak

Open 9am-4pm Daily thru Dec. 25th
849 CR 408 WESTERLO

Cooper’s 
         Trees

Fresh Cut or Cut Your Own

$30
518-797-3094
518-694-1123
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By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — After months of 
haggling, the town and Greenville Rescue 
Squad have come to an agreement on a 
five-year contract that will keep the ambu-
lance service local.

The contract also includes plans for the 
town to build a new public safety building, 
with the town footing the bill.

The town council held a public hearing 
on the contract Wednesday evening. The 
new agreement, which was unanimously 
approved by the board — with the excep-
tion of Town Councilman Travis Richards, 
who was absent — takes effect Jan. 1, 
2023.

The town and the rescue squad have 
been at odds trying to hash out a contract 
for much of this year, with negotiations 

stalled for several months. Talks resumed 
a couple of months ago in earnest and offi-
cials were able to hammer out a deal.

“Being in the rescue squad business has 
always been very difficult,” Town Super-
visor Paul Macko said. “The last couple of 
years, with COVID and with inflation and 
the supply chain, and everything that goes 
along with that, has made it increasingly 
difficult. Some of the problems and issues 
we had are not unique to Greenville — 
they are all around us.”

Among the most significant issues the 
rescue squad — which is a privately owned 
and operated organization — has faced has 
been retaining and hiring new staff mem-
bers, particularly EMTs. It’s a widespread 
problem across many industries, Macko 
said.

“Everybody is short-staffed and there is 

big-time competition for EMTs and driv-
ers and paramedics throughout the region,” 
Macko said. “Traditionally, the dedicated 
personnel that do these kinds of jobs work 
for numerous squads, so they generally try 
to go where the money is.”

Under the five-year contract, there is a 
substantial increase in the first year, with a 
31.33% increase, but the annual payments 
level out after the first year of the new con-
tract.

The town agreed to pay the rescue squad 
a one-time annual payment of $545,558 on 
Feb. 1, 2023. The second payment will be 
$560,425, the third payment in 2025 will 
be $575,737, the fourth payment is for 
$591,510, with the fifth and final payment 
in 2027 coming in at $607,755.

The contract also calls for the town to 
construct a new building as a headquarters 
for the ambulance service. A building com-
mittee was established with Town Council-
men John Bensen and Will VonAtzingen 
representing the town, and a couple of 
members of the rescue squad to hash out 
the details and come up with a proposal 
for the new building. The town’s Pioneer 
Building, at the intersection of Routes 81 
and 32, will be paid off this year, so those 
payments can be rerouted to pay for the 
new ambulance headquarters, the town su-
pervisor said.

“Our plan is to build a rescue squad 
building within the town,” Macko said. 
“The Pioneer Building is paid off in Jan-
uary, so the plan is to build a public safety 
building for the rescue squad. We are look-
ing at possibly behind the library where the 
skateboard park is, or on another parcel of 
property.”

Macko has been in talks with several 
property owners with land for sale within 
the water and sewer district to explore oth-
er feasible options. 

“We need to come up with a design and 
figure out the property,” Macko said. “I 
would really like to stay within the hamlet 

with the water and sewer district because 
that is substantial savings if we can hook 
it up to water and sewer. I would hope that 
by this time next year we could possibly 
have the rescue squad headquarters within 
our building, but that might be aggressive, 
I don’t know.”

The cost of the new building, which 
would include a heated garage with three 
bays, has not yet been determined.

“We are probably looking at between 
$750,000 and a million dollars to put up 
an adequate building to meet the needs,” 
Macko said. “It was also suggested the 
possibility of putting up a three-bay garage 
for ambulances and flycars, with hot air 
and heating in it, and putting up a modu-
lar-style building for the headquarters.”

There have been talks in the past at the 
county level to implement a countywide 
ambulance service, and if that eventually 
happens, Macko said Greenville would 
have a good chance of having a county am-
bulance assigned to the town’s new public 
safety building.

Ted Nugent, chairman of Greenville 
Rescue Squad, Inc., thanked the board for 
working to come up with the five-year con-
tract.

“As those who met with us know, it has 
been a struggle to try to keep staff on, with 
them not knowing if they would have a job 
come Jan. 1,” Nugent told the board. “After 
our last meeting with your representatives, 
we informed [staff] that we were close to 
an agreement, so that held them over as 
well. We look forward to doing the best 
service possible for the town of Greenville 
for ambulance service — that has been our 
goal since we started this 50 years ago.”

Town Councilman Richard Bear said 
he was glad the two sides were able to 
come to an agreement.

“I am happy to hear the rescue squad 
was willing to sit down and come to an 
agreement with us,” Bear said. “I thank 
them — it means a lot to the community.”

Town, rescue squad ink 5-year deal

The town and Greenville Rescue Squad have come to an agreement on a five-year contract.

COURTESY OF PEXELS    
Greenville FFA students will hold their annual 
greenery sale and open house Dec. 3.

Editor’s Note: The following article 
was submitted by a journalism student 
at Greenville High School. The Pioneer 
wants to give a platform to the communi-
ty’s aspiring young journalists. Great job, 
Nuala Kappel!

By Nuala Kappel
For Capital Region Independent Media 

GREENVILLE — With the holiday 
season fast approaching, the Greenville 
Future Farmers of America (FFA) is kick-
ing off its annual greenery sale fundraiser. 

An open house will take place Dec. 3 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Greenville High 
School, following weeks of preparing the 
wreaths and centerpieces. This tradition 
has been part of the Greenville community 
for over 20 years and is still going strong.

The FFA uses the greenery sale to raise 
money for various purposes such as trans-

porting members to the State Convention 
in Buffalo or creating scholarships for ses-
sions at FFA’s Camp Oswegatchie. Both of 
these events facilitate statewide coopera-
tion between FFA members.

Rachel Hall, an FFA advisor, said the 
goal of these events is to “push the kids to 
be better than they were the day before.” 

The Greenville FFA also uses the funds 
raised by this event to give back to the 
community. They run various soup drives 
and donate to those in need. Last year, the 
chapter planted 300 trees to give back to 
the Three Sisters Tree Farm, which donates 
greenery to be used for the sale. 

“If there is a community member or 
family in need, FFA is able to give back,” 
said Courtney Taibi, District 2 FFA vice 
president and a long-time volunteer at this 
event.

Students participating in this event 
make all of the greenery products and learn 

essential life skills while doing so. The 
production and sale of the various greenery 
products helps students learn the impor-
tance of hard work and cooperation. 

“We are teaching them a skill that en-
compasses many soft skills like commu-
nication, showing up on time, cleaning up 
and being resourceful,” said Lynn Hughes, 
an FFA advisor.

The FFA was created originally as an 
agricultural club but has transformed into 
an organization committed to the better-
ment of the nation’s youth. Hall describes 
the FFA as an “organization that just focus-
es on the kids, on their leadership develop-
ment, how they can better themselves, and 
where their futures are going to take them.” 

The Greenery Sale also helps to bring 
in the holiday spirit. 

“We blast some Christmas music, we 
all come together to make wreaths, and it 
smells like Christmas,” Taibi said. 

FFA students hold annual greenery sale fundraiser

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — The town council 
unanimously adopted the 2023 town bud-
get with a 1.58% increase in the tax rate.

A public hearing was held Nov. 9 with 
few questions from the audience and the 
budget was adopted by the board follow-
ing the hearing.

The tax rate went from $6.70 for every 
$1,000 of the property’s assessed value in 
2022 to just under $6.81 in 2023.

“This year’s proposed budget has a 
tax rate increase of a little over 10.5 cents 
per thousand (dollars) of taxable value,” 
Town Supervisor Paul Macko said at the 
start of the public hearing. “Last year’s 
rate was $6.701958 per thousand. The pro-
posed budget for 2023 is $6.80777, which 
equates to a 1.57882% increase. That rate 
is the general fund, the amount to be raised 
by taxes, the highway amount to be raised 
by taxes, the public library and charge-
backs with the county.”

Chargebacks are fees the town and 
county pay for local students who opt to 
attend a community college other than Co-
lumbia-Greene Community College.

There are also special districts within 
the town. Those taxes are only paid by res-
idents who live within the confines of those 
special districts.

The tax rate for Water District No. 1 
will decrease by a minute amount of less 
than a penny per thousand. Other special 
districts will see increases.

“Freehold Fire is going to see a 
7.99408% increase because they need to 
replace all of their Scott Air Packs at Free-
hold, so the Freehold fire rate will be up 
just under 10 cents per thousand,” Macko 
said. “As everybody knows that has elec-
tric bills from Central Hudson, the bills 
have really amped up and gotten very ex-
pensive. We noticed that we are going to 
have some shortfalls in Greenville Light-
ing No. 1, Greenville Lighting No. 2, and 
the Freehold Lighting District.”

Greenville Lighting District No. 1 will 
go from 54 cents per thousand to 69 cents, 
an increase of 14 cents, or just under 27%. 
For homeowners in the lighting district 
with a property assessed at $100,000, that 
will mean an annual increase of $14.67.

Greenville Lighting District No. 2, 
which consists of Country Estates, will 
jump 4 cents per thousand, an increase of 
31%, or $4 for the year, and the Freehold 
Lighting District will go from 77 cents per 
thousand to $1.06, an increase of 28 cents, 
or 36%.

The Ambulance District, which in-
cludes all Greenville taxpayers, will see an 
increase of 49 cents per thousand dollars of 
assessed value, or 31%, under a new five-
year contract the town adopted with the 
Greenville Rescue Squad at the same Nov. 
9 meeting. The district increase includes a 
2.1% jump for Greene EMS and a 35% in-
crease for the rescue squad.

The fire district will see a nominal in-
crease as well.

“Greenville Fire (District) is going to 
see a little over 0.2612 (cents) increase in 
the rate per thousand, which equates to a 
1.34461% increase,” Macko said.

The two sewer districts, No. 321 and 
322, will see increases of 1.27% and 
1.56%, respectively.

The general fund budget also includes a 
6% pay raise for all town employees.

“In this budget, we have the ability to 
retain good staff and as people leave and 
move on, to recruit or attract new staff,” 
Macko said. “This budget includes a 6% 
pay raise for all town employees. They 
are still behind the 8-ball with an inflation 
rate of 8.4%, not counting energy costs 
like gasoline, heating oil and diesel fuel, 
so even with the 6% increase, they are still 
behind the 8-ball, but at least they are mak-
ing some headway.”

Greene County Legislator Greg Davis, 
R-Greenville, said the town did a good job 
with the budget in a challenging economic 
climate.

Town budget adopted with 1.58% increase

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GLENMONT — The HEARt Ear Bou-
tique cut the ribbon on its new office in 
Glenmont Plaza on Route 9W last Thurs-
day.

The business, which sells hearing aids, 
was formerly in a space a few doors down 
in the same plaza and celebrated its new 
space with a ribbon-cutting ceremony that 
drew local officials and business support-
ers. The new office is near the KeyBank 
branch in Glenmont Plaza.

“This brings attention to where our 
new office is, and we also wanted to tell 
people about the new technology that is 
available,” owner Robert LaCosta said. We 
stand out in that we do customization of 
hearing aids, which is a little bit of a lost 
art, but it is a very important art.”

State-of-the-art technology in the hear-
ing aid industry is also changing the face 
of the business.

“The most important technology is re-
chargeability, which is important for se-
niors, especially those who have dexter-
ity issues,” LaCosta said. “The second is 
background reduction noise and the third is 
clarity — those are the three biggest issues 
people with hearing impairment have.”

LaCosta said his business has been fo-
cusing on reduction of background noise, 
which can impede hearing for some clients, 
since the 1990s, in the days of analog hear-
ing aids — these days, the units are digital.

“Background noise reduction is the 
number one thing that mostly seniors com-
plain about,” LaCosta said.

Hearing aids that are rechargeable can 

HEARt Ear Boutique opens new Glenmont location

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
A ribbon-cutting ceremony recently celebrated the grand opening of the new office of the HEARt 
Ear Boutique in Glenmont Plaza. Pictured, left to right, are Bethlehem Town Supervisor David 
VanLuven; owner Robert LaCosta; LaCosta’s wife Vini  Cavaleri; LaCosta’s daughter, Guinevere 
Gorman; and Bethlehem Chamber of Commerce President Terri Egan. See NEW LOCATION, page 14
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FILE PHOTO    
The town is looking to construct a new building to house the Greenville Res-
cue Squad. The squad has outgrown its current facility, pictured.

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — A local 
property owner has offered to 

essentially donate a five-acre par-
cel of property to the town for 
the construction of a new rescue 
squad building.

The town council voted unan-

imously at its Nov. 21 meeting to 
approve the contract.

“The person has property on 
Irving Road,” Town Supervisor 
Paul Macko said. “They want to 
donate five acres of property for 
the town of Greenville to build a 
rescue squad building. They are 
basically donating the five acres 
for $1, and we will cover all the 
closing expenses.”

The town declined to identify 
the donor at this time.

The Greenville Rescue Squad 
and the town penned a five-year 
contract on Nov. 9, which in-
cluded plans to construct a new 
emergency services building to 
house the rescue squad. The town 
had been considering using a plot 
of town-owned land behind the 
Greenville Public Library, but 
Macko said the Irving Road site 
is better situated to house the new 
structure.

“It’s great news and it will 
now free up that property behind 
the library where we were think-
ing about putting the rescue squad 

building,” Macko said. 
“It would have been a tough 

place to get in and out in times 
of emergencies, especially with 
parking at the library,” Macko 
continued. “I think the Irving 
Road property will afford us 
much safer and quicker condi-
tions to get in and out.”

Following the contract sign-
ing Nov. 9, the town council also 
established a Building Committee 
consisting of Town Councilmen 
John Bensen and Will VonAtzin-
gen representing the town and a 
couple of rescue squad members 
to work out the details of the proj-
ect.

Construction of the build-
ing is expected to cost between 
$750,000 and $1 million, Macko 
said at that meeting.

The preliminary concept for 
the building are for the town to 
possibly build a modular struc-
ture with three bays in the garage 
to house the squad’s ambulances 
and for a flycar, but the project’s 
parameters are still in the very 

early stages.
The $1 deal for the five-acre 

site on Irving Road will “solve 
a lot of problems” for the town, 
Bensen said.

The size of the site is suitable 
for the building, Macko said.

“It’s a wonderful gesture and 
it is solely for a rescue squad 
building. We can’t do anything 
else with the property,” the town 
supervisor said. “It’s 310 feet 
of road frontage and goes back 
about 650 feet, according to our 
mapping with Greene County 
Real Property Tax Service. There 
should be plenty of space there 
for what we need to do.”

“I think it’s a nice gesture and 
it goes a long way to getting us 
started,” he added.

Town attorney Tal Rappleyea 
said he will start the process for 
acquiring the property.

“I will order the title search 
right away and as soon as it comes 
in, we can have the closing,” Rap-
pleyea said.

Property owner donating land for rescue squad building

The holiday season is upon us 
and if your family’s traditions in-
clude purchasing a live Christmas 
tree, you need to look no further 
than right here in New York state, 
agriculture officials said.

In fact, New York ranks 
fourth in the nation in the num-
ber of acres dedicated to growing 
Christmas trees, according to the 
New York State Department of 
Agriculture.

Agriculture Commissioner 
Richard A. Ball led the depart-
ment’s annual tree-cutting tradi-
tion recently at New York State 
Grown & Certified Stokoe Farms 
in Scottsville, cutting down a 
9-foot-tall Fraser Fir that will 
be displayed at the Finger Lakes 
Welcome Center. 

The annual event highlights 
New York’s Christmas tree indus-
try and encourages New Yorkers 
to shop local at farms as they pick 
out trees this season and at local 
agricultural businesses as they 
check items off gift lists for loved 
ones and set their tables for the 
holidays.  

“New York’s agricultural in-
dustry plays such an important 
role in holiday traditions in ways 
that many New Yorkers may be 
surprised to discover,” Ball said. 
“From the trees we gather around 
and wreaths we decorate with, 

to the food we eat and specialty 
items we purchase as thoughtful 
gifts, our local farms and agricul-
tural businesses contribute to this 
festive season in incredible ways. 
We hope New Yorkers remem-
ber local farmers and businesses 
during this season of giving, and 
all year long.”

According to the Christmas 
Tree Farmers Association of New 
York, New York state is home to 
875 tree farms. With tree farms 
sprawling across almost 19,000 
acres, the state ranks No. 4 in 
the country in acres dedicated to 
growing Christmas trees. 

By selecting a tree from any 
one of these local farms, New 
Yorkers and their families can 
support this important agricultur-
al sector, which has an $13.8 mil-
lion economic impact, according 
to the state. 

“Thank you to Commissioner 
Richard Ball for continuing this 
tradition. We look forward to it 
every year, as it unofficially kicks 
off the busiest and most magical 
time of year for Christmas tree 
farmers,” said Gene Knudsen, 
president of the Christmas Tree 
Farmers Association of New 
York. “We hope those who cele-
brate Christmas will bring their 
families to a local farm, enjoy an 
outdoor outing, and pick a fresh 

centerpiece for their traditions.”
Dozens of Christmas tree 

farms are also members of the 
NYS Grown & Certified Pro-
gram, which means they adhere 
to environmental sustainability 
standards in growing their trees. 

To find the New York-grown 
Christmas tree vendor closest to 
you, visit the NYS Grown & Cer-
tified website and the Christmas 
Tree Farmers Association of New 
York website.

Travelers are also encouraged 
to look for other NYS Grown & 
Certified trees on display at each 
of the state’s regional Welcome 
Centers and Taste NY stores, in-
cluding the Welcome Center on 
the Thruway in New Baltimore. 

The Welcome Centers and 
Taste NY stores also features a 
variety of gift items and gift sets, 
stocked with local products made 
and produced by New York farms 
and food and beverage producers 
unique to the region the Welcome 
Center is located in. 

From local, gourmet food 
items and locally produced craft 
beverages to novelty items and 
even bath and beauty products, 
gifts range in size and price and 
can be customized. Customers 
may reach out to their closest lo-
cal Taste NY location for specific 
offerings and details. 

Many Taste NY markets and 
stores sell grocery items including 
charcuterie meats and cheeses, as 
well as wine and cider, serving as 
a convenient place to find food 
and beverages that can contribute 
to fresh, delicious holiday meals, 
or serve as last-minute hostess 
gifts. In addition, Taste NY gift 
stores and product displays can be 
found in travel and tourism hubs 
across the state, such as service 
areas along the NYS Thruway, 

airports, and train stations. Visit 
TasteNY.Gov to find your local 
Welcome Center(s) and Taste NY 
store(s).

The most famous Christmas 
tree in the world, the Rocke-
feller Center Tree, is also New 
York grown. In November, Ball 
joined Rockefeller Center staff 
in Queensbury to watch as an 82-
foot tall, 14-ton Norway Spruce 
was hoisted onto a truck to go to 
New York City. 

NYS ranks #4 in acres dedicated to Christmas trees

COURTESY OF NYS AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS
Looking for a freshly cut Christmas tree? Look no further than right here in 
New York state.

GREENVILLE — An amaz-
ing duo of cape-less superheroes 
recently emerged upon Green-
ville Middle School to show stu-
dents and educators how they can 
spread HOPE (Hold On, Possi-

bilities Exist!) during the school 
year and beyond.

Sweethearts & Heroes is a 
student empowerment and empa-
thy activation team that prevents 
bullying and suicide. The team 

gave a profound, engaging pre-
sentation that called for HOPE, 
Empathy and Action. 

Students learned about the 
purpose of BRAVES, which is 
to use the power of human con-
nection, acceptance, and behavior 
modeling to become Sweethearts 
& Heroes. They also participated 
in a “Bully Drill” — think of a 
fire drill, but for bullying. 

Students learned the ABCs of 
standing up to a bully and used 
role-play to put what they learned 
into practice. 

Sweethearts & Heroes offered 
students a new perspective on 
bullying and how to combat it. 
Sometimes it’s not what you say, 
but how you say it, students were 
told. The team brought HOPE 
to students in a unique way and 
showed them the importance of 
holding on to the possibilities that 
exist. 

The team consists of Tom 

Murphy and Rick Yarosh. Mur-
phy is the director and co-found-
er. Yarosh is a retired U.S. Army 
sergeant, HOPE expert, and moti-
vational speaker who was burned 
severely while serving in Iraq. 

“We’re thrilled to be working 
in schools for the 2022-23 school 
year, and we’re honored that our 
friends and colleagues in Green-
ville have invited us to their dis-
trict,” Murphy said. “The most 
recent national data tells us that 
student anxiety and hopelessness 
are still on the rise — a trend that 
was escalating before COVID hit 
— so our work in schools is cru-
cial.”

For more than 15 years, 
Sweethearts & Heroes has pre-
sented what Murphy calls “‘the 
‘stop, drop and roll’ of bullying” 
to more than 2 million students 
in school districts from New 
England to Hawaii. Murphy and 
Yarosh also tailor their presenta-

tions and workshops for business-
es, non-profits, and civic groups. 

“We go where we’re needed. 
That’s what heroes do,” Murphy 
said.

In 2021, Sweethearts & He-
roes released “13 Pillows For 
Affective Teachers,” a novel that 
covers the themes of HOPE, em-
pathy and action in the Sweet-
hearts & Heroes curriculum. The 
book is based on real students and 
teachers that Sweethearts & He-
roes has encountered.

Murphy co-wrote the book 
with Brian McKeon, of Fort 
Worth, Texas; “13 Pillows” is 
available on Amazon and Audi-
ble. 

For more information on 
Sweethearts & Heroes, visit their 
website at https://www.sweet-
heartsandheroes.com/ or on the 
Facebook page or YouTube chan-
nel.

Greenville students activate hope with Sweethearts & Heroes

COURTESY OF GREENVILLE CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT    
Students at Greenville Middle School took part in the Sweethearts & Heroes 
program, which teaches empowerment and empathy to prevent bullying and 
suicide.

KINGSTON – State Sen. Mi-
chelle Hinchey, D-46, recently 
announced the signing of her bill, 
the Electric Vehicle Rights Act 
(S8518A), which will advance 
clean transportation efforts at the 
local level by removing barriers 
to the installation of electric ve-
hicle (EV) charging stations on 
private property. 

The legislation will prevent 
homeowners’ associations from 
prohibiting homeowners from in-
stalling EV charging stations on 
their property while also allow-
ing associations to provide input 

on the installation process. 
The bill will require that any 

denial of a homeowner’s applica-
tion to install an EV charger be 
in writing and contain a detailed 
description of the reasons for the 
denial. If no written denial is is-
sued to the homeowner within 
60 days, the application will be 
deemed approved unless the de-
lay in approval resulted from the 
homeowners’ association’s rea-
sonable request for more infor-
mation. 

Hinchey’s legislation will 
help advance New York state’s 

climate roadmap — as set by the 
Climate Leadership and Commu-
nity Protection Act of 2019 — to 
reach 850,000 zero-emission ve-
hicles by 2025 and to have all 
new passenger vehicles be ze-
ro-emission by 2035, according 
to the state senator. 

“Making it easier for New 
Yorkers to own an electric vehicle 
is essential to fighting the climate 
crisis locally and meeting our 
state’s zero-emissions transpor-
tation goals,” Hinchey said. “I’m 
incredibly proud to sponsor legis-
lation that expands the build-out 

of home charging infrastructure 
and helps ensure New York stays 
at the forefront of a clean energy 
future. I thank Gov. [Kathy] Ho-
chul for signing my bill into law 
and for her strong commitment 
to achieving the goals of the Cli-
mate Leadership and Community 
Protection Act.”

Ensuring green infrastructure 
is in place will help advance the 
state’s energy and climate change 
goals, the governor said.

“We are sparking New York’s 
transition to clean transportation 
by removing barriers to owning 

and charging an electric vehicle,” 
Hochul said. “It is not enough to 
encourage New Yorkers to buy 
electric — we must build green 
infrastructure that will drive New 
Yorkers to choose cleaner and 
greener modes of transportation. 
My administration will contin-
ue to advance our zero-emission 
transportation goals, and this leg-
islation will benefit our climate 
and the health of our communi-
ties for generations to come.”

Hinchey: Electric Vehicle Rights Act signed into law

local news
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TROY — “The Blindspot 
of an Old Dream,” an exhibi-
tion of paintings and installation 
by New York City artist Jessi-
ca Hargreaves, opens Thursday, 
Dec. 1, with a reception from 4-6 
p.m. in The Teaching Gallery at 
Hudson Valley Community Col-
lege. 

The reception, gallery hours 
and a subsequent artist’s talk 
are open free to the public. The 
Teaching Gallery is located in the 
Administration Building on the 
Troy campus.

Jessica Hargreaves’ paint-
ings depict mundane, intimate 
and fraught human experiences 
through figurative and animal 
imagery placed in allegorical 
settings. Her style pays homage 
to familiar history paintings, but 
with added molded creatures – 
wild-eyed snakes, tigers, seahors-
es and dogs – bulging out of the 
canvas and meandering the gilded 
frame. A menagerie also perme-
ates her decorative, yet disquiet-
ing toile wallpaper. 

Vladimir Putin, Oprah Win-
frey, Ivanka Trump, Beyoncé 
and other recognizable figures 
populate her paintings that depict 
both fantastical and realistic set-
tings, or an unsettling hybrid of 
both. Hargreaves states that her 
directness and technique “bring 
humanity’s convoluted and emo-
tional landscape into high relief.”  

“Girls At the End of the 
World,” Hargreaves’ most recent 
series, features visions of hero-
ines that combine news accounts 
of disaster and environmental de-
struction with exaggerated (and 
humorous) scenes of female em-
powerment. Not surprisingly, the 
works blend art historical refer-
ences to iconic works by Turner, 
Delacroix, Bruegel and Tiepolo, 
with feminist cliches and stereo-
typed, comic superheroines.

Along with two other artists, 
Hargreaves co-directs “Mother-
in-Law’s,” an experimental, in-
stallation-based project space in 
Germantown (Columbia County). 
Other curatorial projects include 
“49.5,” a 12-artist installation 
in 2020 at 601 Artspace in New 
York City. 

Since 2010, she has exhibit-
ed in numerous one-person and 
group exhibits throughout the 
greater New York City metropoli-
tan area and beyond. Two posters 
she designed for the 2017 Wom-
en’s March in Washington, DC, 
were acquired by the Museum of 
The City of New York.

Hargreaves was born and 
raised in London, and earned a 
bachelor’s degree with honors 
in fashion and textile design at 
Central Saint Martins (University 
of the Arts London). After work-
ing in fashion and illustration in 
New York City, she received a 
Master of Fine Arts degree from 
The School of The Art Institute of 
Chicago. She currently lives and 
works in New York City.

Hargreaves will discuss her 
work and career on Thursday, 
Feb. 2, in the Bulmer Telecom-
munications Auditorium at Hud-
son Valley Community College. 
The hour-long talk will begin at 
3 p.m.

The Teaching Gallery hours 
are 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. Tuesday, 11 
a.m.-7 p.m. Wednesday, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Thursday and Friday, noon-4 
p.m. Saturday, and closed Sunday 
and Monday. Admission is free. 

The exhibit spans the college’s 
holiday break and winter session, 
therefore the Teaching Gallery 
will be closed Dec. 17 through 
Jan. 16. For directions to the gal-
lery and more information, visit 
www.hvcc.edu/teachinggallery.

Exhibitions in The Teaching 
Gallery are installed and assisted 
by students enrolled in Gallery 
Management courses and sup-
ported by the Department of Fine 
Arts, Theatre Arts and Digital 
Media, the Cultural Affairs Pro-
gram and the HVCC Foundation. 
Associate Professor Tara Fra-
calossi is gallery director.

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

RAVENA — History is alive 
with the stories of our past, the 
ways our ancestors lived and the 
cultures they embraced.

We all know the dates of im-
portant events and the names of 
enterprising explorers, but did 
you ever wonder how people 
lived day to day? What they ate 
and how it all came to be?

The Ravena Coeymans His-
torical Society presented a look at 
the culinary history of the region 
at a recent meeting. 

Lavada Nahon, an interpret-
er of African-American history 
for the New York State Office of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation and a culinary histo-
rian focused on the mid-Atlantic 
region in the 17th through 19th 
centuries, with a special empha-
sis on the experiences of enslaved 
cooks, presented the talk, “Dining 
Dutch in the New World.”

This region was largely set-
tled by the Dutch, and their in-
fluence on day-to-day life was 
substantial. Young students are 
frequently taught about the Brit-
ish settlements in the New World 
in colonial times, but the Dutch 
were particularly influential in 
the mid-Atlantic region and New 
Netherland, which encompassed 
what is now known as New York.

The Dutch, who were seafar-
ing global traders, also dealt in the 
slave trade, which was a promi-
nent industry in New Netherland, 
a fact few people acknowledge or 
know now.

“In 1625, the first men of Afri-
can descent were purchased as en-
slaved people in New Amsterdam 
(now New York City). Very few 
people know that,” Nahon said. 

Unlike the British-settled col-
onies, New Netherland was not 
started by royalty, but rather by a 
for-profit company — the Dutch 
West India Company — that 
sought to grow the population by 
offering large tracts of land to a 
select few individuals, who were 

then charged with attracting new 
settlers to the area.

One of the earliest document-
ed sources of the Dutch attempt-
ing to encourage new people to 
move to New Netherland was 
the book “A Description of New 
Netherland” by Dutch author 
Adriaen van der Donck, pub-
lished in 1655, that encouraged 
Dutch people to move to the col-
onies.

To explain what life was like 
here, van der Donck wrote about 
the fruits and vegetables native 
to this newly settled land — ev-
erything from maize to beans, 
grapes, blueberries, cherries, ar-
tichokes, wild onions, black wal-
nuts, chestnuts, apples and more.

“He lists out more different 
varieties of fruits and vegetables 
than I can find in any grocery 
store today,” Nahon said.

The extensive colonization 
of lands around the world led to 
“one of the largest movements of 
food in human history,” Nahon 
said, with explorers sharing the 
new foods they discovered during 
their travels.

“The first is the Columbia 
Food Exchange, based on Co-
lumbus and all those people who 
came right after him,” Nahon 
said. “They were looking to get 
to India and they got sidetracked, 
but they couldn’t go back emp-
ty handed. They ate all the food 
from wherever they started to 
here, then they had to restock the 
ships, so they’re restocking both 
to show that they were actually 
here, but they’re also proving the 
food is good because they had to 
eat it on the way back. So sud-
denly, New World foods are ev-
erywhere.”

Foods unique to the New 
World that traveled back to Eu-
rope included maize, chili pep-
pers and even turkeys.

How did food historians learn 
about how food was prepared? 
They looked at paintings and oth-
er artwork of the era to see what 
their food looked like.

If you think meals in the 17th 

century were spartan, dull affairs, 
think again.

“We’re always thinking (they 
ate) these one-pot meals that were 
kind of gray and they were really 
roughing it. No, they weren’t,” 
Nahon said. “The Dutch con-
trolled the spice trade. They went 
to the spice islands, killed half the 
population and enslaved the rest, 
and took over the spice trade. And 
they are sending spices all over 
the world to this day.”

As Dutch colonists became 
prosperous, the women decided 
they wanted to chuck their do-
mestic responsibilities.

“As the Dutch were gaining 
wealth, one of their big trade 
commodities were enslaved Af-
ricans,” Nahon said. “New York 
was the second largest slave mar-
ket in the 13 colonies by the time 
we get to the early part of the 18th 
century.”

Many of the enslaved people 
who were “sold” at the slave mar-
kets in New York were transport-
ed to other colonies, but some re-
mained in New Netherland, with 
some of the women being trained 
for cooking and other domestic 
duties.

But that training was far from 
easy.

“You’ve got an enslaved 
woman who’s been on a boat in 
the worst possible conditions for 
three months. You want to talk 
about PTSD?” Nahon said. “The 
enslaved were renamed the mo-
ment they got off the boat: they 
lose their African name so you’re 
disoriented, you’re looking at a 
land that looks nothing like what 
you left, you’ve got all of these 
people who look nothing like the 
people you left, the buildings are 
different, the trees are different, 
someone is yelling at you in a lan-
guage you can’t understand, and 
then, let’s go into the kitchen.”

Enslaved women were expect-
ed to prepare meals for the fami-
ly, but the kitchen is not like an 
African kitchen — the foods are 
different, the climate and kitchen 
tools are different, and how meals 
are prepared was unlike anything 
they had experienced in Africa. 

“We don’t talk about the bru-
tality. It’s straight-up stress,” Na-
hon said.

“It was a clash of cultures. 
The crops were different, the fish 
was different, the animals they’re 
butchering are different, religious 
tenets cause the feasts to be dif-
ferent,” Nahon said. “Europeans 
are used to eating whole haunches 
of meat. There are very few cat-
tle in West Africa and in Central 
Africa.”

Nahon estimates it would take 
about two years of training to 
teach an enslaved African wom-
an to prepare meals in the New 
World.

Culinary history gives peek into the past

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Culinary historian Lavada Nahon shows what a Dutch kitchen looked like in 
colonial days.

New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) Commissioner Basil Seg-
gos recently announced deer and 
bear hunting seasons in New York’s 
Southern Zone began Nov. 19. 

Hunters can continue to enjoy 
the longer hours, youth hunts, and 
other changes enacted last year, 
including requirements for blaze 
orange and pink to help maintain 
New York’s record of safe hunt-
ing.

“The regular firearms season 
for deer and bear in New York’s 
Southern Zone is the state’s most 
popular big game hunting season, 
drawing hundreds of thousands 
of hunters afield each year,” Seg-
gos said. “As a cherished annual 
tradition in New York state, these 
hunting seasons are managed to 
maximize conservation value and 
balance deer and bear popula-
tions, while providing more than 
11 million pounds of quality, lo-
cally grown organic meat to fami-
lies statewide. I wish all hunters a 
safe and successful season.”

The 2022-23 regular deer 
and bear hunting seasons in New 
York’s Southern Zone began Nov. 
19, and runs through Sunday, 
Dec. 11, and includes participa-
tion from approximately 85% 
of New York’s 550,000 licensed 
hunters. Harvest during this sea-
son accounts for nearly 60% of 
the total statewide deer harvest 
and a substantial part of the state-
wide bear harvest.

Following the regular deer 
and bear seasons in the Southern 
Zone, late bowhunting and muz-
zleloading seasons will run from 
Dec. 12 through Dec. 20, and 
again from Dec. 26 through Jan. 
1. Hunters taking part in these 
special seasons must possess a 

hunting license and either bow-
hunting or muzzleloading privi-
leges.

In the Northern Zone, the 
regular deer and bear hunting 
season opened Oct. 22, and will 
close Dec. 4. The Northern Zone 
includes the Adirondacks, Tug 
Hill Plateau, Eastern Lake Ontar-
io Plain, and the Champlain and 
St. Lawrence valleys. A late bow-
hunting and muzzleloading sea-
son for deer will be open in por-
tions of the Northern Zone from 
Dec. 5 through Dec. 11.

For a breakdown of New 
York’s hunting seasons visit 
DEC’s website at dec.ny.gov.

YOUTH HUNTING 
OPPORTUNITIES

Again this year, 12- and 
13-year-old hunters may hunt 
deer with a firearm when accom-
panied by a licensed, experienced 
adult. This pilot program, estab-
lished by the New York State 
Legislature through 2023, applies 
to counties that choose to par-
ticipate. The program does not 
apply to Westchester or Suffolk 
counties. Of the eligible upstate 
counties, only Erie and Rockland 
counties have not opted into the 
program.

Hunters are reminded that the 
daily hunting hours for deer and 
bear now include the full daylight 
period, beginning 30 minutes be-
fore sunrise and continuing until 
30 minutes after sunset. Hunters 
should check the sunrise and sun-
set times before hunting each day.

Hunters should also remem-
ber that anytime they are pursu-
ing deer or bear with a firearm, 
they must now wear fluorescent 
orange or fluorescent pink cloth-
ing — either a hat, vest or jacket 
— visible in all directions. New 

York hunters have an excellent 
safety record, but this change will 
make hunters even safer.

Hunters are also reminded to 
follow the basic rules of firearm 
safety:
• Point your gun 
 in a safe direction.
• Treat every gun as 
 if it were loaded.
• Be sure of your 
 target and beyond.
• Keep your finger off the 
 trigger until ready to shoot.

When hunting in tree stands, 
use a safety harness and a climb-
ing belt, as most tree stand ac-
cidents occur when hunters are 
climbing in and out of the stand. 
Also, hunters should never climb 
in or out of a tree stand with a 
loaded firearm.

YOUNG BUCKS
Hunters are proving that vol-

untary choice works to yield 
more older bucks. By choosing to 
“Let Young Bucks Go and Watch 
Them Grow,” New York hunters 
are now seeing and taking more 
older bucks than ever before. 
Older deer yield more meat and 
have larger antlers.

DEC: Firearms season for 
bear, deer hunting in full swing

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The DEC encourages hunters to let 
young bucks go so they can grow to 
maturity.

CONTRIBUTED ARTWORK
Jessica Hargreaves: “We Laughed,” 
oil on wood panel 12” x 24”.

CONTRIBUTED ARTWORK    
Jessica Hargreaves: “Snowvid,” oil, acrylic and resin on wood panel and found 
frame, 30”x35”.

CONTRIBUTED ARTWORK    
Jessica Hargreaves: “Girls at The End of the World” (wallpaper detail).

Artist Jessica 
Hargreaves exhibits at 

HVCC’s Teaching Gallery

Please Recycle 
This Newspaper
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ALBANY — New York State 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) Commis-
sioner Basil Seggos recently rec-
ognized Nov. 15 as “New York 
Recycles Day,” celebrating the 
state’s leadership in promoting 
recycling and reducing waste. 

New York’s efforts comple-
ment America Recycles Day, a 
national initiative to raise aware-
ness of the economic, environ-
mental and social benefits of re-
cycling.

“New York Recycles Day is a 
reminder for all of us to commit 
to the core conservation princi-
ples of reduce, re-use and recy-
cle, and do our part to help reduce 
waste going to landfills,” Seggos 
said. “New York continues to be 
a national leader in developing 
recycling strategies, programs 
and policies focused on reducing 
solid waste and protecting the en-
vironment. With the help of all 
New Yorkers, DEC remains fo-
cused on improving the recycling 
process and helping communities 
reach the state’s recycling goals.”

Across the state, individuals, 
community groups, businesses, 
schools and government agen-
cies celebrate New York Recycles 
Day in a variety of ways, from en-
couraging others to reduce their 
waste by pledging to start an of-
fice or school recycling program, 
participating in the New York 
Recycles poster contest, hosting 
a reuse exchange, and improv-
ing awareness of local recycling 
requirements. These efforts help 
educate and inform New Yorkers 
about the advantages of waste re-
duction and recycling. Additional 
information about America Recy-
cles Day events is available at the 
Keep America Beautiful America 
Recycles Day website.

New York state has a long 
history of implementing many of 
the nation’s strongest recycling 
initiatives, including the Solid 

Waste Management Act of 1988, 
which requires the separation of 
recyclable or reusable materials 
from solid waste and has inspired 
local source-separation programs 
across the state that have cap-
tured and diverted millions of 
tons of recyclable materials from 
disposal resulting in the reduction 
of carbon dioxide emissions, en-
ergy usage and the use of natural 
resources.

Over the last three decades, 
New York state has invested mil-
lions of dollars in recycling grants 
through the state’s Environmental 
Protection Fund to support mu-
nicipal waste reduction and re-
cycling programs with recycling 
infrastructure, equipment, collec-
tion vehicles, local education and 
outreach programs, and munici-
pal recycling coordinator salaries. 
Additional targeted funding and 
focus over the last several years 
includes food recovery, food 
waste collection and organics re-
cycling.

Additional programs to en-
courage waste diversion in New 
York include extended producer 
responsibility programs like the 
electronic equipment recycling 
and reuse act, the rechargeable 
battery recycling law, mercury 
thermostat collection act, and the 
drug take-back law, as well prod-
uct stewardship programs such as 
the postconsumer paint collection 
act, lead-acid battery recycling 
law, and the bottle bill. Bans on 
single-use items such as plastic 
bags and expanded polystyrene 
(foam) reduce litter and make re-
cycling programs more effective 
by removing these hard to recycle 
items from the recycling stream.

New York state partners with 
several of the state’s finest re-
search institutions to help tackle 
the most pressing recycling chal-
lenges, according to the DEC. In 
collaboration with the State Uni-
versity of New York (SUNY) Uni-

versity at Buffalo, SUNY Alfred, 
SUNY College of Environmental 
Science and Forestry, and Stony 
Brook University, DEC, is work-
ing to increase the recyclability 
of glass, paper and plastics, and 
to boost public awareness of best 
practices for reduction, reuse, and 
recycling.
TIPS TO RECYCLE RIGHT:

• Keep recyclable items loose in 
the bin; do not bag recyclables 
in plastic bags (unless required 
by your municipality or waste 
hauler);

• Do not recycle single-use cups 
and plates, condiment packag-
es, coffee pods, stirrers, straws, 
paper napkins; plastic cutlery 
(unless specifically accepted 
by your local recycling pro-
gram or recycling hauler);

• Return rechargeable batteries 
to retail recycling locations;

• Compost at home or send yard 
trimmings and food scraps to a 
local or municipal composting 
program;

• Donate dishware, mirrors, 
glassware and ceramics if in 
good condition;

• Donate textiles, even if there 
no longer wearable or useable; 
as long as they are clean, they 
can be recycled;

• Do not put any type of rope, 
hose, or twine into your recy-
cling bin; and

• Return needles to appropri-
ate collection locations. Visit 
DEC’s Household Sharps web-
page for more information.
DEC urges the public to “keep 

it out when in doubt,” as con-
tamination in the recycling sup-
ply chain reduces the quality of 
recyclable materials. For more 
information contact your local 
recycling coordinator or visit the 
DEC website for information and 
resources on the “Recycle Right 
NY” campaign at dec.ny.gov.

ALBANY — New York State 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation Commissioner Ba-
sil Seggos recently announced 
Environmental Conservation Po-
lice Officers (ECOs) are advanc-
ing “Operation Safe Harvest” this 
big-game hunting season as part 
of a statewide initiative to en-
sure all hunters are following the 
state’s hunting laws and safety 
guidelines while afield. 

ECOs will be patrolling and 
conducting a variety of field op-
erations to help ensure a safe and 
enjoyable big-game hunting sea-
son.

“New York is fortunate to have 
a large population of hunters and 
trappers who abide by the state’s 
hunting laws and respect their 
fellow hunters and others enjoy-
ing the outdoors,” Seggos said. 
“DEC’s ECOs will be out in force 
this season to ensure compliance, 
engage with new and experienced 
hunters, and continue their im-
portant work promoting public 
safety in our communities and 
protecting our natural resources.”

Karen Przyklek, DEC’s direc-
tor of the Division of Law En-
forcement, said it is important to 
ensure the state’s laws and safety 
measures are followed.

“Many of our ECOs are avid 
hunters themselves and partici-
pate in New York’s cherished big 
game hunting seasons,” Przyklek 
said. “Unfortunately, not every-
one respects the laws and safety 

guidelines that come with this 
storied tradition. In response, I’ve 
directed my officers to be on the 
lookout this season for the night 
hunters, poachers and baiters who 
blatantly disregard the state’s 
stringent hunting laws.”

This statewide enforcement 
initiative began Oct. 22 when 
the regular deer and bear season 
opened in the Northern Zone. So 
far, ECOs have written nearly 150 
tickets, including 50 misdemean-
or-level charges. The regular fire-
arms season for deer and bear in 
the Southern Zone, which draws 
hundreds of thousands of hunters 
to New York each year, got un-
derway Nov. 19.

In addition to statewide en-
forcement, officers educate hunt-
ers on New York’s hunting laws 
and safety guidelines, both in the 
field and as instructors for the 
New York State Hunter Educa-
tion Program. The state continues 
to prioritize hunter safety year-
round and the 2021 hunting sea-
sons in New York were the safest 
ever, with the lowest number of 
incidents since record-keeping 
began.

DEC law enforcement is also 
reminding hunters they are key 
partners in protecting New York 
deer from Chronic Wasting Dis-
ease (CWD). Chronic Wasting 
Disease continues to spread in 
other states, and hunters are key 
to preventing CWD introduction 
to New York. 

CWD is always fatal to deer. 
If introduced, it could spread rap-
idly and be practically impossible 
to eliminate once established. 
Hunters can help protect New 
York’s deer herd from CWD by 
following these tips:
• If hunting any type of deer, 

elk, moose, or caribou outside 
of New York, it must be 
deboned before bringing it 
back. See CWD Regulations 
for Hunters. DEC will con-
fiscate and destroy illegally 
imported carcasses and parts, 
including whole deer and deer 
heads;

• Do not use deer urine-based 
lures or attractant scents, as 
these could contain infectious 
material;

• Dispose of carcass waste in a 
landfill, not just on the land-
scape;

• Report any deer that appears 
sick or is acting abnormally; 
and,

• Hunt only wild deer and 
support fair-chase hunting 
principles.
The regular firearms season 

for deer and bear in the Southern 
Zone runs through Sunday, Dec. 
11, and includes participation 
from approximately 85% of New 
York’s 550,000 licensed hunters. 
For a breakdown of New York’s 
hunting seasons, visit DEC’s 
website at dec.ny.gov.

COXSACKIE — The Na-
tional Bank of Coxsackie has 
announced that Keven Mathes 
has joined National Bank of Cox-
sackie as its newest vice presi-
dent/commercial loan officer.

Mathes comes to National 

Bank of Coxsackie with over 20 
years of experience in the bank-
ing industry. He joins NBC from 
Key Bank, where he was a busi-
ness banking relationship manag-
er in the Albany area. His experi-
ence prior to Key Bank includes 
positions at Berkshire Bank and 
Citizens Bank.

“I am excited about the op-
portunity to grow with National 
Bank of Coxsackie as they ex-
pand in the Capital Region Mar-
ket,” Mathes said.

National Bank of Coxsack-
ie CEO John A. Balli said he is 
excited to add more talent to the 
team as well. 

“Keven will be a big part of 
our strategy to provide business 
lending solutions to businesses 
throughout the Capital District,” 
Balli said. “We are proud to have 
Keven on the team and are excit-
ed for our continued growth.”

National Bank of 
Coxsackie announces new 

VP/commercial loan officer

Keven Mathes

Hinchey receives Advocate 
of the Year Award from 
Rural Housing Coalition

The Rural Housing Coali-
tion of New York, a statewide 
membership organization of ru-
ral housing professionals who 
design, develop, finance, build 
and manage affordable housing 
to meet the needs of rural New 
Yorkers, has named state Sen. 
Michelle Hinchey their 2022 Ad-
vocate of the Year.

The award was given in rec-
ognition of her work in the state 
Senate to bring investment, at-
tention and policy solutions to 
address the housing crisis in rural 
and upstate New York. 

“I am deeply humbled to re-
ceive this honor from the Rural 
Housing Coalition, who have 
been incredible advocacy part-
ners in the fight to ensure afford-
able homeownership for all New 
Yorkers in our upstate communi-
ties,” Hinchey, D-46, said. “After 
decades of disinvestment, and at 
a time when upstate’s housing 
shortage grows more severe by 
the day, we delivered unprece-
dented state investment that is be-
ing used right now to build more 
permanent, affordable homes in 
our communities. Upstate New 
Yorkers deserve a future where 
they have access to safe, stable 
housing, and I will continue to 
take action to address the urgency 

of our local housing crisis.”
Michael Borges, executive di-

rector of the Rural Housing Co-
alition, said Hinchey was select-
ed for the honor because of her 
work in helping constituents with 
housing issues and making policy 
changes at the legislative level.

“The Rural Housing Coalition 
of New York congratulates Sen. 
Michele Hinchey on receiving the 
2022 Advocate of the Year Award 
for her efforts in assisting the 
residents of rural communities, 
particularly seniors and low-mod-
erate income households, with 
securing state funding and legis-
lative changes that will improve 
both their lives and where they 
live,” Borges said.

In her first term, Hinchey 
created and secured the largest 
comprehensive package of fund-
ing for rural and upstate housing 
programs, totaling $236 million, 
which includes funding to con-
vert hotels and motels into afford-
able homes through the Housing 
Our Neighbors with Dignity Act 
(HONDA) — a program that had 
previously been available to New 
York City until Hinchey success-
fully advocated for its expansion 
statewide. 

Hinchey’s upstate housing 
capital plan was also responsi-
ble for the creation of the Small 
Rental Development Initiative, 
which incentivizes developers to 
construct buildings with 20 units 
or less in rural and upstate com-
munities, and funding to create 
homeownership opportunities for 
low-and moderate-income fami-
lies through the Affordable Hous-
ing Corporation (AHC), among 
other investments.

Hinchey’s bill to lower home-
owner repair costs for seniors by 
expanding the New York State 
RESTORE Program was recent-
ly signed into law by Gov. Kathy 
Hochul. The bill (S9193), a prior-
ity piece of legislation supported 
by the Rural Housing Coalition, 
improves the RESTORE program 
by increasing the maximum cost 
allowed per project to $20,000 
and extending the construction 
deadline for RESTORE projects 
to 60 days.

DEC announces ‘Operation Safe 
Harvest’ enforcement initiative

DEC recognizes ‘New York Recycles Day’

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
State Sen. Michelle Hinchey, D-46, 
was named the 2022 Advocate of the 
Year by the Rural Housing Coalition 
of New York.

By Russell Gloor
For Capital Region Independent Media

Dear Rusty: 
I am a 62-year-old Canadian 

holding a green card and I have 
lived in the U.S. for nearly 23 
years. For 19 years prior I con-
tributed to the Canada Pension 
Plan (CPP), which is the equiva-
lent of U.S. Social Security. 

I am contemplating retirement 
in the U.S. and have been told 
that I can draw my old-age pen-
sion from either the U.S. or from 
Canada, but I cannot draw from 
both. 

My 19 years of contributions 
to the Canadian Pension Plan are 
not accounted for in the calcula-
tion of my U.S. SS benefits. Con-
versations with the U.S. Social 
Security office suggested that my 
contributions to the CPP would 
“probably” be applied to my U.S. 
pension upon application for ben-
efits. However, the individual I 
spoke with was not sure how that 
would work.

Do you know the process for 

having my Canadian earnings 
transferred to my U.S. SS account 
and how I might find out what my 
combined benefits will be? 

Signed: Retiring Canadian
Dear Retiring Canadian: 
Allow me to clarify how 

things work under the bilateral 
agreement between the U.S. and 
Canada. 

Although you worked and 
contributed to CPP while living 
in Canada, your earnings in Can-
ada do not count when computing 
your U.S. Social Security benefits 
(nor do your U.S. earnings con-
tribute to your CPP benefit enti-
tlement). 

Although the bilateral U.S./
Canada agreement permits earn-
ings credits from both countries 
to be combined to gain eligibility 
for benefits, computation of ben-
efit amounts in each country uses 
only dollars earned in-country. 
Thus, your U.S. entitlement is 
based only on your U.S. earnings. 

Because of your years contrib-
uting to the Canadian program, 
you are also eligible to separately 

collect a CPP pension, and you 
can apply for your CPP pension 
through your local U.S. Social 
Security office by submitting 
SSA form CDN-USA1. 

Your local SS office can pro-
vide the correct form and needed 
guidance to apply for your CPP 
benefits. You should be aware, 
however, that collecting your 
CPP pension will impact the 
amount of your U.S. benefit be-
cause of a U.S. regulation known 
as the Windfall Elimination Pro-
vision (WEP). WEP reduces the 
U.S. Social Security benefit for 
anyone who has a pension earned 
separately without contributing 
to Social Security (that includes 
some U.S. state and local govern-
ment employees, as well as those 
who have a pension from another 
country). 

Your U.S. benefit will be 
computed using a special WEP 
formula, which considers the 
number of years you contributed 
to the U.S. program from “sub-
stantial earnings.” Assuming you 
have 23 years of substantial U.S. 

earnings from which you con-
tributed to the U.S. SS program, 
your U.S. benefit will be reduced 
by approximately 35%. Your CPP 
pension will cause WEP to ap-
ply, which will reduce your U.S. 
pension, but it cannot reduce it by 
more than 50% of your CPP ben-
efit amount. 

FYI, WEP and international 
benefits are complex topics, and 
it’s not especially unusual that 
SS representatives you first en-
counter (e.g., on the phone) aren’t 
fully versed in how those benefits 
work. You may wish to make an 
appointment to apply for your 
CPP benefits in person at your 
local Social Security office and at 
the same time obtain more specif-
ic information on how WEP will 
affect your U.S. Social Security 
benefits. That may require speak-
ing with a senior person who is 
well versed in WEP and interna-
tional pensions. 

Finally, be aware that at age 
62 your U.S. benefit will be fur-
ther reduced because you haven’t 
yet reached your full retirement 

age (which is 66 years and 10 
months). Be aware, too, that un-
til you reach your full retirement 
age, you’ll be subject to Social 
Security’s earnings test, which 
limits how much you can earn 
before some benefits are taken 
away.

This article is intended for 
information purposes only and 
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Association 
(NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not 
affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or 
any other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our web-
site (amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org.

our website (amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-security-ad-
visory) or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org.

Do Canadian earnings count toward U.S. Social Security?
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By Bob Beyfuss
For Capital Region Independent Media

This is the time of the year 
when many gardeners look back 
on the previous growing sea-
son and make notes as to what 
worked and what did not work in 
our gardens. 

Well, we should make notes, 
because despite how certain we 
think we are to remember de-
tails, they seem to disappear over 
the long winter. This week I will 
dwell on the failures and next 
week I will highlight the success-
es. 

My 2022 vegetable garden 
was one of my worst ever, for 
several reasons. I could blame the 
unprecedented 12-week drought 
my area experienced between 
July and September, which no-
body could have predicted, but 
this past season, I thought I was 
well prepared for such an event. 

I set up a 250-gallon water-
ing trough, complete with a gar-
den hose attachment that would 
supplement the three 55-gallon 

drums I have had for many years. 
For the first time in 20-plus years, 
I was able to capture and store 
hundreds of gallons of water, 
from even a few inches of rain 
runoff from my shed. So I planted 
and watered my garden in May 
and into June, confident that even 
a few passing showers would re-
plenish my water supply. Sadly, 
those showers never happened 
and by July, I found myself out of 
water. 

My 50 bulbs of garlic, which 
looked beautiful in May, lan-
guished in June and July in the 
drought and when I harvested it 
on July 23, most of the bulbs were 
about half the size I had anticipat-
ed. The “Early Sunglow” sweet 
corn I planted on June 19, quit 
growing by July 19, and despite 
being only a 63-days-to-maturity 
variety, the stalks only grew to be 
about knee high and the few, tiny 
ears that formed were eaten by 
a raccoon sometime in August. I 
hardly even noticed, since it was 
obviously not worth the effort to 
make the garden raccoon-proof. 

My annual “pride and joy” 
crops are tomatoes and cucum-
bers. I buy my “Big Beef” tomato 
transplants at Story’s Nursery in 
May and repot them into pint-size 
containers by early June. Sixteen 
ounce red “Solo” cups are not just 
used for disguising one’s beer at 
places that don’t allow alcohol! 
They make ideal step-up contain-
ers from the cell packs, if holes 
are poked in the bottom (not for 
beer, though).

My transplants thrived happi-
ly in these bigger pots as they sat 
on my picnic table for a month. 
I like to experiment with at least 
one new cherry-tomato variety 
each year and a reader was kind 
enough to send me five seeds of 
a red cherry variety that I was 
certain to recall the name of. Of 
course, I forget both the reader’s 
name and the variety’s name. 

I save seed from all sorts of 
winter squash and a friend of 
mine starts my Brussels sprouts 
(Long Island Improved) as well 
as cucumbers (Marketmore and 
a pickling variety), which I also 

transplant into the Solo cups. By 
mid-June, my picnic table had 
dozens of beautiful transplants 
growing happily in their red cups 
and I was a happy and confident 
gardener! 

About the same time it 
stopped raining, I was shopping 
at my local Dollar store, where 
I spotted a herbicide product I 
was unfamiliar with. It was called 
“Weed and Grass Killer.” The 
first listed active ingredient was 
Diquat. I am somewhat familiar 
with Diquat, as a systemic chem-
ical, and I decided to try it out on 
some mugwort, a nasty weed that 
had just arrived on my property 
a few years ago and was rapidly 
spreading.

I was pleased to see that it 
killed the mugwort pretty quick-
ly, so on a hot June afternoon, I 
sprayed it all over my driveway, 
not at all concerned that my trans-
plants, sitting 3 feet above the 
driveway, on my picnic table, 
would be affected. 

One week later, I noticed that 
something was wrong with every-

thing. The tomato plants stopped 
growing new leaves or flowers. 
Instead, they grew thicker and 
thicker stems, with greener and 
greener leaves that curled down-
ward. The cucumbers and squash 
just stopped growing, but did not 
die outright. The Brussels sprouts 
looked OK. They actually grew 
into monster-size plants, but 
failed to produce a single sprout 
by October when I finally pulled 
them out!

Oftentimes, vegetable trans-
plants will outgrow herbicide 
drift, so I transplanted everything 
into my well-prepared garden 
beds and waited, and waited, and 
waited. Sadly, they never grew, 
but also did not die. For the first 
time ever, I experienced a total 
tomato, squash, Brussels sprouts 
and cucumber failure. 

Thanks to my kind neighbors 
and friends, I was able to enjoy 
some of their harvest, but there 
will be no pickles or tomato sauce 
to enjoy this winter in Florida!

Unintended consequences
GARDENING TIPS
BY BOB BEYFUSS

Transcribed from her diary 
by Kathy Saurer Osborne

1951
Sunday, Nov. 18:

Fair. Chuck stayed the night. 
I went to church. Had dinner. 
Chuck and Joyce came back. He 
started on to base. Addie and I 
went to Rockface diner for his 
birthday dinner.
Monday, Nov. 19: 

Fair. Took Joyce to Greenville. 
Quite cold. Gene’s washing 
machine broke and only the white 
wash was done (only part of that). 
Did everyday work. Don worked 
on both the washers, mine and 
Gene’s tonight, but both of them 
are still on the “blink.” Gene has 
to have her motor “re-dooed.”
Tuesday, Nov. 20:

Cloudy and cold. Made relish 
and did hand washing. Philip had 
to go to Dean’s and Lite came 
along and stayed till he came. 

Don fixed my wringer tonight and 
we may wash Friday. I go for the 
goose tomorrow night. Philip got 
two.
Wednesday, Nov. 21:

Fair. Cleaned congoleum 
and vacuumed the rugs. Cleaned 
celery and made Jell-O. The girls 
came about noon and I went 
to Delite’s. Left nylon hose to 
Brett Hahne’s for rugs. Stopped 
at Freeman’s and joined Farmers 
Merchants insurance, $6.25. Got 
goose and helped clean eggs, 
home 4:30. Joyce came with Don. 
The girls at Youth Fellowship at 
Janice Baitsholt’s tonight.
Thursday, Nov. 22:

Cloudy. Had Philip, Lite, 
JoAnn, Delos, Gene, Adrienne, 
Adele, Don, Gertrude, Joyce 
and I for dinner. Had a good 
time, plenty to eat and a lot to be 
thankful for.
Friday, Nov. 23:

Cloudy. Gene and I washed. 

Left the clothes out, they didn’t 
get dry. Got meals, washed 
dishes. The girls cleaned up their 
bedrooms. Joyce is ironing our 
bedroom curtains. Ruffled. They 
are hard to iron. Chuck called last 
night. He sent Joyce a key chain. 
A little telescope with his picture 
in it. Very cute. Mrs. Philip Geres 
gave Don a nice chicken. Sunday 
dinner! HB, OS
Saturday, Nov. 24:

Rainy and cold. Dusted and 
cleaned and visited. Chuck called 
last night. He’s alright. Got ready 
for the first card party at Cora 
Britton’s. Later: Home 12 P.M. 
Addie got first and I got booby. Ha!
Sunday, Nov. 25:

Fair. Went to church alone. 
Children slept late. Visited and 
rested in P.M. Went again in the 
evening to play, but Mrs. Haskins 
beat me to it. Ha! Again!
Monday, Nov, 26:

Wet snow. Had to call Don 

to take Joyce to Greenville. Very 
slippery. Fixed a skirt hem for 
Adele, crocheted, etc. A gloomy, 
horrid day. Windy tonight. Gene 
and Stubby went to Albany this 
P.M. and got a new motor for her 
washing machine. She talked to 
Joyce and brought her Christmas 
home so she wouldn’t have to 
bring it. Today is Delite and 
Philip’s wedding anniversary, 15 
years.
Tuesday, Nov. 27:

Fair - 10 above tonight. Put 
out wash. Line broke and I took 
it off the grass and snow. Worked 
on the brown coat for Adele. It’s 
nearly done. Cold tonight! Lite 
and Philip here this A.M. They 
are looking for a new truck.
Wednesday, Nov. 28:

Cloudy and cold. Did the 
ironing and finished the brown 
coat for Adele. Crocheted, etc. 
Rev. Starr came in tonight & 
gave me $15 for the old marble 

top table. We will have a new 
television table. We heard today 
that Florence Alger had died.
Thursday, Nov. 29:

Cloudy. Cleaned hall and 
congoleum in the living rooms. 
Crocheted, etc.
Friday, Nov. 30: 

A fine day. Cleaned and dusted 
living rooms. About 12 we started 
for Florence Alger’s funeral. 
Hector, Eva, May Mrs. Wright 
and I. The flowers were beautiful. 
She was buried in Alger’s lot here 
in Medusa.
Saturday, Dec. 1:

A fine day. Made two pies 
(apple) and got meals, etc. Have a 
lame back. P.M. went over to see 
Izord and Olive. Had a nice visit. 
The girls have gone to a B.B. 
game. HB, HA KE

Grandma Mackey’s Diary
1951 life in Medusa

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE! Call 1-413-212-0130 or visit 
www.theupstater.com/contact

By Toby Moore
For Capital Region Indepen-

dent Media
It’s a hard lesson to learn, but 

not everyone you encounter in 
life will be for you. You’ll meet 
people who will never see eye to 
eye with you. They could be fam-
ily members, co-workers or busi-
ness partners. 

It’s fantastic when you have 
a relationship with someone who 
believes in you, compliments 
you, and sees the good in every-
thing you do. It’s good to be val-
idated, and it’s good to be around 
people who cheer you on, see 
your vision, and believe in what 
you’re trying to accomplish. 

It’s a good thing to have these 
people in your life; after all, I’d 
never suggest that you spend your 
time with someone who brings 
you down, doesn’t value you, and 
enjoys seeing you fail. 

Sometimes, when we sur-

round ourselves with people who 
love us, it’s hard to understand or 
accept a situation where someone 
is the opposite — they don’t like 
you, don’t believe in your vision, 
and can’t see the good in what 
you’re doing. No matter what you 
do, it seems to be wrong. 

When I encountered a person 
who didn’t seem to like me in my 
younger years, I’d go out of my 
way to please them and win them 
over. I’d talk endlessly with other 
friends to try and understand the 
situation. It brought me down, 
made me feel like something was 
wrong with me, and gave me a 
feeling of low self-worth. 

Although being around people 
who aren’t for you is terrible, it 
can also be a valuable learning 
experience. When we are only 
around people who compliment 
and comfort us, it’s easy to gain a 
dependence upon people to make 
us feel good.

We can become dependent, al-
most addicted to the compliments 
of others, just like a drug. 

I know I used to be like this. 
If I went a day or two without 
someone telling me how great 
I was, I’d wonder if I did some-
thing wrong. I especially had this 
problem as a young actor. If a few 
people didn’t tell me that my per-
formance was terrific after a show 
or a film, I would feel low, as if I 
had no talent.

It was also hard to learn that 
constructive criticism wasn’t a 
put-down and that it was good to 
receive honest criticism. 

If you’re this person, you 
should know that your value 
doesn’t come from how others 
think and speak about you. 

The fact is, people can let us 
down, even friends and family. 
They don’t have the superhuman 
ability to always be there for you 
and keep you in a happy state of 

mind 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. When you depend on peo-
ple to give you your self-worth, 
eventually you’ll be let down. 

It’s good to have friends who 
support you, but it isn’t their job 
to always keep you in a happy, 
healthy state of mind. The re-
sponsibility ultimately falls on 
you. Learning self-sufficiency 
and how to have self-confidence 
are one of the best things you can 
do for yourself and your loved 
ones. 

I read a quote today, I don’t 
know who said it: “Not everyone 
is going to like you, no matter 
how hard you try, so don’t waste 
your energy trying to please ev-
eryone; instead, focus on being 
your true, authentic self.” 

If someone doesn’t like you 
and tries to make you feel bad, 
that doesn’t mean your life has no 
purpose, or you won’t fulfill your 
destiny. Your life purpose does 

not depend on how others think 
and feel about you. Your real self-
worth comes from a higher place 
and your thoughts and feelings 
about yourself. 

Take the responsibility you 
may have put on others to make 
you feel good and put it on your-
self. If someone doesn’t praise 
you, you can praise yourself. Next 
time someone says or does some-
thing that makes you feel bad, 
you can say, “it doesn’t matter 
what they think about me; I know 
I’m valuable and have a purpose 
in this life, and I will accomplish 
it no matter what they say.”

When you learn to take re-
sponsibility for your feelings, 
people will probably begin to like 
you more!

Toby Moore is a columnist, 
the star of the Emmy-nominated 
“A Separate Peace,” and the CEO 
of Cubestream Inc.

Self-confidence
Positively Speaking

By Dick Brooks
For Capital Region Independent Media

I was thinking the other day, 
which in my case is an activity 
that usually involves getting my-
self into some kind of trouble. 

I’ve been watching the growth 
that is occurring in our area with 
amazement. Houses are springing 
up like mushrooms. Every time I 
drive around some of my favor-
ite country roads, there’s a new 
house where none stood before.

House building used to be 
a leisurely activity — you had 
time to enjoy it. First the hole ap-

peared, then the cellar walls were 
poured. That involved big cement 
trucks. I’ve always enjoyed big 
cement trucks. Gradually, the 
frame grew, 2x4s sprouting ev-
ery which way, the roof and walls 
slowly appeared and in a couple 
of months a finished dwelling 
stood where the hole had once 
been. You had something to look 
forward to each time you passed.

Modular homes changed that. 
They’re built somewhere else and 
trucked in. You pass by the lot 
one day and they’re cutting trees 
to clear the land; you drive by the 

next day and they’re sitting on 
the deck watering the lawn. Just 
doesn’t seem natural somehow.  

They are getting more attrac-
tive than they used to be and seem 
to be well built so I came up with 
this idea, which will revolutionize 
the industry and make me the mil-
lionaire I deserve to be.

Remember, you heard it here 
first.  

Why don’t they sell just 
rooms. You could pick the rooms 
you wanted, they could screw 
them together any way you want-
ed them, throw on a roof and 

you’re done. They could have a 
nice catalogue of all the different 
kinds of rooms they offered and 
have them in stock. 

Getting tired of your old liv-
ing room? Have it unscrewed and 
add on a bigger, better one. You 
finally married off your 42-year-
old son? Detach his room and 
send it with him. Mother-in-law 
wants to move in? Check eBay 
and see if you can get a bargain. 
The kids have finally left? Get 
rid of their rooms and downsize 
the house instead of moving to 
a smaller place. Legs starting to 

go? Unbolt the rooms on the sec-
ond floor and add them onto the 
first floor — presto, a house with 
no stairs.  

The possibilities are unlimit-
ed! Remember, they laughed at 
Clark Kent when he said he could 
fly.

Thought for the week — “All 
my life, I wanted to be somebody. 
Now I see that I should have been 
more specific.” — Jane Wagner

Until next week, may you and 
yours be happy and well.

Reach columnist Dick Brooks 
at whittle12124@yahoo.com.

Housing
WHITTLING AWAY by Dick Brooks
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Keith W. Valentine, CIC, LUTCF and his team are ready to serve all 
of your insurance needs with more companies, more choices, and 
more experience which all lead to BIG Savings for you!

Take advantage of Valentine Insurance Agency’s affiliation with 
SAN group and SIAA, the largest alliance of independent Insurance 
Agencies in the Northeast and Continental U.S., with over 3500 
Members across 48 states writing more than $9 Billion in total 
member premiums.

Contact Keith Valentine for a quote!
Office 518-943-3489 • Mobile 518-821-8244

KEITH@MYVALENTINEINSURANCE.COM

More Than Great Rates

Trusted AdvisorsTrusted Advisors

HOME AUTO BUSINESS LIFE HEALTH

www.myvalentineinsurance.com

Jon T., customer since 2004

I’ve bought property insurance and auto insurance from Valentine Insurance 
Agency for nearly 20 years, and they are simply the BEST. I owned many rental 
properties in Greene County, and renovated several buildings. Valentine not 
only found the appropriate insurance, but gave years of invaluable advice. Their 
knowledge of property and business in the local area helped me tremendously, and 
I have recommended them to everyone. Don’t waste your time using anyone else.

Moving things along 
By Mary Schoepe
For Capital Region Independent Media

Constipation is a subject many 
people do not like to talk about. 
But if you are one of the 63 mil-
lion people (mostly women and 
the elderly) suffering in silence 
from slow bowels, then today’s 
post may help you get things 
moving along. 

Most people think of constipa-
tion as a symptom rather than the 
cause of their health problems. 
Chronic constipation has been 
linked to several serious health 
conditions including diverticuli-
tis, kidney disease, certain can-
cers, hyperthyroidism, Parkin-
son’s disease and weight gain. 

And how often you empty 
your bowels is a good indication 

of how healthy you are. While 
many people may have a bowel 
movement once a day, the nor-
mal amount ranges between four 
times each week to several times 
a day. Having fewer than three 
bowel movements a week is tech-
nically the definition of constipa-
tion. 

According to an article in Per-
fect Origins, “Depending on your 
height, age and diet, you could 
have anywhere from five to 20 
pounds of fecal matter in your in-
testines at any given time!” 

Some symptoms of constipa-
tion include hard, dry stools that 
are difficult to pass and the feel-
ing that you have not fully emp-
tied your bowels. 

So what’s the solution? 
Many people resort to taking 

over-the-counter or prescription 
laxatives in order to relieve con-
stipation. These products cause a 
laxative effect by stimulating the 
lining of the intestines and mak-
ing the muscles of the digestive 
system contract while also in-
creasing stool’s hydration. 

While OTC or prescription 
laxatives might solve a case of 
short-term constipation, they ul-
timately don’t fix the underlying 
digestive issues and if used often 
enough your body can develop a 
dependence on them.

However, the exception is 
bulk-forming natural remedies 
that are non-habit-forming and 
safe to use every day, according 
to the Food and Drug Administra-
tion.

Cascara sagrada is used by 

those who prefer a natural, safe 
alternative to harsh laxatives. 
First used by Native Americans, 
cascara sagrada bark contains 
anthraquinones that produce 
wavelike contractions in the large 
intestine. Known as peristalsis, 
it gently stimulates the removal 
of waste from your body. Cas-
cara sagrada will induce a bow-
el movement within eight to 12 
hours of taking it. 

Another plant that has played 
a central role in holistic health 
since the Middle Ages is worm-
wood. One of its top benefits is 
reducing inflammation in your 
colon. And studies show that 
100% of people with inflamma-
tory bowel diseases had lower 
inflammation levels when taking 
wormwood. It also stimulates the 

production and release of bile, 
which helps you detox and absorb 
your food more efficiently. 

Psyllium husk is a bulk-form-
ing laxative that works by bind-
ing to partially digested food 
passing from the stomach to the 
small intestine. It helps with the 
absorption of water, which in-
creases the size and moisture of 
stools, making stools easier to 
pass. Additionally, it may also 
aid in appetite control by slow-
ing down stomach emptying and 
reducing appetite, according to a 
2011 study published in Pub Med. 

One final note: Please consult 
your medical professional before 
making any dietary changes. 

Fitness Concepts

Developing an effective prayer life
By Dr. Billy Holland
For Capital Region Independent Media

Prayer is a familiar word that 
we hear every day and is usually 
associated with something being 
wrong and needing to be fixed. 
I receive emails and texts on a 
regular basis from those who are 
having a crisis and call on me to 
pray for them and I certainly do. 

For Christians, being in agree-
ment with the prayers of others is 
a blessing and responsibility as 
the power of God is increased and 
multiplied. For those who are not 
familiar with talking to God, it’s 
common for them to call others 
who they believe can plead with 
the Lord on their behalf.

It’s an honor for people to ask 
someone to pray as they trust this 
person knows God, but the truth 
is that everyone has the opportu-
nity to be as close to God as they 
desire. This is not the most popu-
lar statement but nonetheless true. 
Prayer was never intended to be 
a last resort option that is used in 

an emergency like calling the fire 
department. 

The miracle of Christ being 
crucified and resurrecting from 
the dead restored the broken re-
lationship between God and man-
kind that happened when Adam 
and Eve sinned in the Garden of 
Eden. God gave His Son so we 
could be saved and communicate 
with Him.

To begin, we must pray for a 
desire to pray, for if we are not 
interested in praying it will not 
happen. Everyone does what 
they want and prayer will never 
become a habit until we become 
determined to make it a lifestyle. 

Designate a time and a place. 
When we become serious about 
spending quiet time talking and 
listening to God, our life becomes 
more focused, filled with mean-
ing, peace, purpose and confi-
dence. We do not arrange our 
prayer time around our life, we 
must be determined to arrange our 
life around our time with Him. 

Learn all you can about 
self-discipline. When you make a 
decision about the best time and 
place to pray – stick to it! This 
will be much more of a personal 
challenge than you ever dreamed. 
Remember, the enemy will do all 
that he can to discourage, distract 
and prevent you from advancing 
in your relationship with God.

Open your Bible and ask Him 
to reveal His word. Prayer is not 
always closing our eyes and just 
asking for things. It’s a time of 
sharing our deepest thoughts with 
God and this includes giving Him 
an opportunity to respond. Listen 
intently and write it down. 

Silence is golden in His pres-
ence. Prayer has no substitute. 
Many have thought that attending 
church or listening to Christian 
music is our “quota” of spiritual 
nourishment. These are good but 
not enough. We can do all these 
things and actually grow distant 
from the Lord if we are not spend-
ing personal quiet time with Him. 

Prayer is our lifeline to His 
throne and the fountain of our 
joy. Prayer is progressive. When 
we decide to enter into this deeper 
walk with God, we will compre-
hend the true meaning of pray-
ing without ceasing. The beauty 
and ultimate goal of daily med-
itation is developing a constant 
awareness of His presence. This 
is where we grow stronger in our 
spiritual wisdom and discern-
ment.

Begin a prayer journal. The 
word of our testimony is a won-
derful way to keep track of our 
burdens, petitions and victo-
ries. What a faith-builder when 
we make a record of answered 
prayers and how the Lord mani-
fested a miracle when the situa-
tion seemed impossible. 

Also, study about the armor of 
God. The Christian life is a bat-
tle and make sure you do not step 
into the front line unarmed. It’s 
no secret that the devil and His 
demons are not threatened with 

lukewarm religion, but they tar-
get anyone that makes a decision 
to pray. 

Our words contain power. Si-
lent prayers are fine but praying 
out loud is even better. Confess-
ing and decreeing God’s word is 
being in agreement with His will. 
He has promised in Isaiah 57:19 
that He would create the fruit of 
our lips and in Matthew 18:18-20 
Jesus speaks about the authorita-
tive power of binding, loosing, 
and agreeing in faith with His 
desires. 

Prayer and obedience are 
powerful weapons. Yes, we have 
a nature to worry, be afraid, to 
wring our hands and speak neg-
ative, but this has never helped 
anyone, it only makes things 
worse. If we invest the same 
amount of time praying that we 
do worrying, we would see more 
of God’s will being done on earth 
as it is in heaven. 

Read more about the Christian 
life at billyhollandministries.com.

Living On Purpose
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By Mary Lou Nahas
For Capital Region Independent Media

According to J.G. Borthwick 
writing in Beer’s “History of 
Greene County”: The first actual 
settlement commenced within the 
borders of the town [of Durham] 
was made at Oak Hill, by Lucas 
DeWitt, John Plank, Hendrick. 
Plank. …Lucas DeWitt Jr. was 
the son of Lucas DeWitt, who 
lived in the town of Hurley, Ul-
ster County…. The exact date 
of this settlement cannot now be 
given: but it is certain that it was 
several years before the Revolu-
tion — probably about 1770, or 
1772. Lucas DeWitt Jr. took pos-
session of the farm now owned by 
his grandson, Israel DeWitt. His 
first house (a log building) occu-
pied the plot of ground now used 
as a garden by his descendants. 
This settlement was found to be 
on a patent granted by George 
III to Colonel Richard Mainland. 
The patent was granted June 23, 
1767. By the terms of Mr. De-
Witt’s lease, he was to pay a rent 
of “one ear of corn, and propor-
tion of the King’s rent per year for 
five years.” 

“In 1776 the War of the Rev-
olution came on, the Indians be-
came troublesome, the massacre 
of a family of whites at Shingle 
Kill took place, which greatly 
alarmed them, so that fearing for 
the safety of the wives and little 
ones, they were led to abandon 
the settlement, and return to their 
friends in Ulster County. Thus, 
ends of the history of the first set-
tlement in Durham.”

Added later was the statement 
that Hendrick Plank was abduct-
ed by the Indians and removed to 
Canada, where he died in captiv-
ity. The two remaining pioneers 
and Hendrick’s widow, who re-
married to Leonard Patrie, all re-
turned by about 1782 to reestab-
lish their homes.  

The Maitland Patent, which 
was the first grant to lie exclusive-
ly in the future Town of Durham, 
is historically significant as being 
the location for land described 
in the first known recorded lease 
in Durham and thus contains the 
first documentation for the initial 
settlement of the town. This pat-
ent of 5,000 acres was made to 
Colonel Richard Maitland, a Brit-
ish army officer of Scottish birth. 
The patent encompassed land that 
now includes the Oak Hill area 
as well as surrounding farmland 
leased by the earliest settlers. 

The first known lease was 
to Lucas DeWitt, dated May 3, 
1774, for property in ‘DeWitts-
burg.” The language of that lease 
suggests an occupation of the 
land by the earlier settlers, per-
haps by 1771. In the early 19th 
century, Oak Hill matured into 
an industrial hamlet with highly 
productive mills and fashionable 
homes.

I’ve never pursued the story 
of Lucas DeWitt before he came 
to Oak Hill. But today I want to 
look at Ulster County, where Lu-
cas came from. When I think of 
Ulster County today, I think of 
Kingston, just down the Thru-
way, close enough to go grocery 
shopping, not much different 
from Greene County. I’ve been to 
Hurley to some of the stone house 
tours, but  in  the 1770s, what was 
Ulster County like?  

Online I found some back-
ground: Dutch traders first called 
the area of present-day Ulster 
County “Esopus.” The local 
Lenape indigenous people called 
themselves Waranawanka, but 
soon came to be known to the 
Dutch as the “Esopus Indians” 
because they were encountered 
around the settlement known as 
Esopus. 

In 1652, Thomas Chambers, 
a freeholder from the Manor of 
Rensselaerwyck, purchased land 
at Esopus. He and several oth-
ers actually settled and began 
farming by June 1653. The set-
tlements grew into the village of 
Wiltwijck, which the English lat-
er named Kingston. In 1683, the 
Duke of York created 12 counties 
in his province, one of which was 
Ulster County, named for Ulster, 
the northern part of Ireland. Its 
boundaries at that time included 
the present Sullivan County and 
parts of the present Delaware, Or-
ange and Greene counties.

In 1777, the first state capi-
tal of the independent New York 
state was established at Kings-
ton. The official records of Ulster 
County were removed to safety 
to a stone house in Kerhonkson 

when it became evident the Brit-
ish would burn Kingston.

In 1797, parts of Otsego and 
Ulster counties were split off to 
create Delaware County. 

In 1798, Ulster County’s 
southernmost towns were moved 
into Orange County to compen-
sate Orange for breaking away its 
southernmost part to form Rock-
land County.

In 1800, portions of Albany 
and Ulster counties were split off 
to create Greene County. 

In 1809, Sullivan County was 
split off from Ulster County.

The Esopus Wars were two 
conflicts between the Esopus tribe 
of Lenape Indians (Delaware) 
and New Netherlander colonists 
during the latter half of the 17th 
century. The first battle was insti-
gated by settlers; the second war 
was the continuation of a grudge 
on the part of the Esopus tribe.

I also found online that in 
the United States today there are 
22,383 people with the name De-
Witt.  But what about the family 
who came to Oak Hill? Again 
online I found that the ancestor 
of the DeWitt family in Ameri-
ca was Tjerck Claessen De Witt, 
of whom the first mention made 
is in the register of marriages of 
the Reformed or Collegiate Dutch 
church of New York City. There 
it is recorded that on April 24, 
1656, “Tjerck Claessen De Witt 
van Grootholdt en Zunderlandt” 
(Westphalia) married “Barbara 
Andriessen van Amsterdam.” 
Tjerck C. DeWitt resided in New 
York for a short time following 
his marriage in 1656, where his 
first child was born; but removed 
in the spring of the following year 
to Albany, where he purchased 
a house and lot. He exchanged 
this in September 1660, for land 
in Wiltwyck (Kingston), Ulster 
County, New York, where he 
lived until his death, and for two 
centuries and a half the place re-
mained in the family.

He was undoubtedly a man of 
means. In 1661 he was taxed to 
help pay for a new church build-
ing in Esopus, and in 1662 he 
owned No. 28 of the “New Lots.” 

His eldest daughter, Taatje, was 
carried away from him by the 
Indians on June 7, 1663, during 
the destruction of Kingston and 
Hurley, but was rescued. Gover-
nor Lovelace deeded to him “a 
parcel of bush-land, together with 
a house, lot, orchard, and calves’ 
pasture, lying near Kingston, in 
Esopus,” on June 25, 1672, and 
Governor Andros on Oct. 8, 1677, 
deeded to him about 50 acres of 
woodland west of the town. 

He was, on Feb. 11, 1679, one 
of the signers of a renewal trea-
ty with the Esopus Indians. The 
trustees of Kingston conveyed 
to him 189 acres of land on Feb. 
13, 1685, and on June 6, 1685, he 
claimed 290 acres lying upon the 
north side of Rondout Kill. He 
was elected a magistrate of Ulster 
County on March 4, 1689. 

He died at Kingston, New 
York, on Feb. 17, 1700. By his 
will, dated March 4, 1698, he left 
his property to his wife for life, 
and directed that after her death 
it be divided between his oldest 
and youngest sons, in trust, and 
by them divided into 12 equal 
shares, to be given to each of his 
children or their heirs. His widow 
was named executrix. Barbara 
died July 6, 1714.

Two of his descendants, Justin 
DeWitt and Gage DeWitt, re-es-
tablished the DeWitt Family His-
torical Society four years ago and 
immediately set out on a quest to 
determine the most probable buri-
al location of the DeWitt family 
progenitor, Tjerck Claessen De-
Witt, who for 322 years was at 
rest in an unmarked grave. They 

conducted the ar-
cheological exhu-
mation of the grave 
site.  

As they ex-
plained, “Not 
only were we able 
to determine the 
burial location of 
Tjerck, we discov-
ered what could be 
defined as an un-
marked mass-fam-
ily burial site; buri-
als which predate 
the American Rev-
olution by almost a 
century. 

“We exhumed 
the skeletal re-
mains of six DeWitt ancestors 
who represent four generations 
and located the grave shafts of 
many more unmarked graves in 
our family plot. 

“To our knowledge, this is the 
first and only example of a colo-
nial-era family, spanning genera-
tions, which all predate the Amer-
ican Revolution, to be exhumed 
for identification and research 
purposes. 

“Even more exciting, this is 
the first and only example of a 
New Netherland founding family 
of Dutch/Frisian descent to be ex-
humed in this manner. 

“The entire purpose of this 
project is to locate unmarked 
burials in our family plot, iden-
tify the individuals, reinter their 
remains and properly mark their 
graves so that these people will 
be remembered for generations to 
come.”  

You can see a video of the 
exhumation at https://youtu.be/
lyFfyVZYU7Y.  

There is much more to know 
about the background of Lucas 
DeWitt and the time in which he 
came to Oak Hill, but I feel I’ve 
taken a step toward understand-
ing what it was like for him and 
his family when they came.  

Sometime soon, when I go 
to Kingston, I’m going to look 
into more of the DeWitt history 
there. I am going to drive down 
the main street at Hurley and look 
at the stone houses. When I stop 
at the diner in Kerhonkson for 
a bowl of soup, I’m going to be 
thinking about the area in a differ-
ent light than I did before.  

I hope some of the DeWitt de-
scendants will share with me the 
stories of their families past and 
present.

The DeWitts in 
Oak Hill & Vicinity

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The property Lucas DeWitt settled on 
was what is now the Main Street of 
Oak Hill, next to the Catskill Creek. The 
original log house is no longer stand-
ing. This photo is of a later version of 
the DeWitt Farmhouse when descen-
dants of the original family lived there.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The prior owner of this barn felt it was built in 1798. 
While that is not verified, it likely belonged to Lucas 
DeWitt.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Oak Hill Cemetery (1820), originally intended as the DeWitt family burial ground. 
Lucas DeWitt was first buried in 1820. The first recorded deed, dated May 25, 
1867, transfers ownership from Israel DeWitt to the trustees of the Oak Hill Cem-
etery Road Association. The cemetery has been expanded three times.  Graves of 
DeWitt, Utter, Plank, Tripp, Flower, Peck, Tremain, Thorp, Rugg, as well as veterans 
of the  Revolutionary War, French and Indian War, War of 1812, and the Civil War 
are there. The cemetery is still active.

Carver Companies fundamental belief has been to provide 
unparalleled service all while maintaining our values of honesty 
and integrity both on land and sea. We pride ourselves on our 
unmatched logistics services and superior products to our 
customers, partners and tenants. We work hard to inspire our 
diverse, well-rounded workforce and management team to always 
perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism.

CONSTRUCTION MARITIME MATERIALS

The Pioneer of Integrative The Pioneer of Integrative 
Solutions on Land and SeaSolutions on Land and Sea

HEADQUARTERS: 494 WESTERN TURNPIKE | ALTAMONT, NY |  518.355.6034

WWW.CARVERCOMPANIES.COM

30+ Years
IN THE INDUSTRY

5 Ports
on the East Coast and Canada

2,000+ Pcs
OF EQUIPMENT
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 I wanted to thank everyone within the Ravena / Coeymans / 
Selkirk communities for their continued support over the last 
year. It has been difficult at times but we have managed to get 
through it and provide a helpful community service. We are back 
to regular business hours Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm / Sat 10am - 3pm 
/ Closed on Sundays
 Currently, with the volume of bottles and cans we are only 
taking drop offs - bring in your empties, place them in a designated 
area, we take your name and then give you the earliest time 
frame to come back or any time thereafter to collect your money.
Since opening in July 2018, we have helped raise approximately 
$52,500, which is almost 924,000 bottles/cans for 50 different 
organizations which anyone can donate to.
 We look forward to servicing the community in the future. 
If you have any questions regarding operation, donations or 
fundraisers please reach out....

Shane DeCrescenzo

Just Makes Cents
Bottle & Can Redemption Center

518-577-3084
Justmakescents6@gmail.com

1Pending credit approval. Installment loans only. Real estate related loans not included. 
Minimum loan amount $10,000. Loan must close by December 31st, 2022 to qualify. 

2APR= Annual Percentage Rate. Member FDIC. For full terms and conditions see local branch.

Apply online through 
NBC Express or at your

local branch!

Limited Time Small Business 
Installment Loans1 Special!

As low as 

3.99%
APR2

 

for up to 60 months!

ANNIVERSARY

ANNIVERSARY

nbcoxsackie.com

Winter 2022 Events:

DECEMBER 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11
The Nutcracker

Orpheum Performing Arts Center

DECEMBER 2
First Fridays Catskill

Main Street in Catskill

DECEMBER 10
Athens Annual Victorian Stroll

Athens Cultural Center

DECEMBER 31
New Year’s Eve Dinner and Party

Riedlbauer’s Resort

VISIT greatcatskillsevents.com 
FOR MORE DETAILS
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Workforce Development is 
Economic Development

Partnerships key to TCI’s recruitment efforts

 We’ve all seen the “Help Wanted” signs for every conceivable 
business from restaurants to hardware stores to manufacturers.   
TCI is not immune from this reality.   In response, the company has 
had to get creative to find employees.  It’s not enough to just place 
an ad or attend an occasional job fair.
 “Today, we have expanded our recruitment efforts to include 
partnerships with several organizations in the Capital Region 
including the Workforce Development Board and the City of Albany,” 
said Brian Hemlock, President of TCI.
Raphael Tucker, Albany’s Deputy Commissioner, says “We work with 
companies like TCI to make sure the job seeker’s skill set is a good 
match for the position.  We help people focus on their strengths to 
find the right job.”
 Albany’s On the Job Training (OJT) program and Summer Youth 
Employment Program (SYEP) place young adults and teens who 
are looking to work at companies like TCI.  If you’re interested in 
these programs, please go to https://www.albanyny.gov/739/Youth-
Workforce-Services for more information. 

To find out more about working at TCI, call John Barr at 
(518) 756-9997 or go to www.tci-ny.com for more information.

TCI’s president Brian Hemlock and Operations Manager John Barr (on the left) discuss 
career opportunities with the City of Albany, and Department of Youth & Workforce 
Services members.

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL HOME FOR 60 YEARS!

741 DELAWARE AVENUE, DELMAR, NY 12054

(518) 439-5560
WWW.MEYERSFUNERALHOME.COM

A family owned funeral home, started in 1968 by 
Ben Meyers of Alcove. In recent years taken over by 

his son, Stephen; who lives in Ravena. 

For personal service, flexibility and cost savings on 
your cremation and burial needs. Just 13 miles from 
downtown Ravena. I know people do not like to talk 
to the tax man or funeral director, but if I can be of 

any help at the time of need, please feel free to call.  

Stephen Meyers - Where the name on the sign out 
front matches the guy you talk to.

Burials starting at $2,835
Cremations starting at $995

need to take a leadership role in 
this field and that the solution was 
detailed mapping at the street lev-
el and not the census-block level 
approach previously supported by 
the state and federal government. 
This was an ambitious plan which 
took enormous effort.”

Moving to street level map-
ping, particularly in rural areas 
where the population is spread 
out over a large area, provides 
more accurate information on 
which homes actually have inter-
net access. Former U.S. Rep. An-
tonio Delgado, who represented 
the 19th Congressional District 
before being appointed lieutenant 
governor, and state Sen. Michelle 
Hinchey, D-46, were among 
lawmakers who have pushed for 
street-level mapping at the state 
and federal levels.

Greene County Legislator 
Linda Overbaugh, R-Catskill, 
who chairs the county’s Econom-
ic Development Committee, said 
the program will help to attract 
businesses and remote workers to 
the county.

“Fiberoptic broadband en-
ables people to work from any-
where that has connectivity,” 

Overbaugh said. “Businesses 
seeking to relocate or expand in 
our communities can now be con-
fident that they will have access 
to this service that is so critical to 
their operations.”

Greene County Majority 
Leader Matt Luvera, R-Catskill, 
is a teacher in the Catskill school 
district and said the need for high-
speed internet access became 
clear after the coronavirus pan-
demic closed down schools and 
led to quarantines after schools 
returned to in-person learning.

“Affordable, reliable high-
speed broadband has been a top 
concern of the Greene County 
Legislature,” Luvera said. “The 
realities of remote learning also 
became painfully apparent under 
the response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. As a local educator, 
I experienced first-hand the dif-
ficulties associated with online 
teaching. The success of this ef-
fort is a huge step in giving fam-
ilies the necessary tools to access 
the internet from home and to 
help bring success to their chil-
dren in school.”

Broadband access has become 
a necessity, Greene County Leg-
islature Minority Leader Harry 
Lennon, D-Cairo, said.

“Telecommunications infra-

structure and broadband service 
have transformed the way people, 
public organizations and com-
panies communicate, educate, 
work and live,” Lennon said. 
“Broadband, and the fiber optic 
backbones that support it, have 
undeniably become the ‘interstate 
highway’ of the 21st century.”

The agreement between the 
county and the three internet ser-
vice providers is a unique pub-
lic-private partnership, Greene 
County Administrator Shaun 
Groden said.

“This unique technical solu-
tion to wireless connectivity 
could not have occurred without 
the county’s assistance to the 
ISPs. The county literally re-
searched and mapped every road, 
providing ISPs exact addresses 
and locations, an unprecedent-
ed collaboration between gov-
ernment and private business,” 
Groden said. “The availability of 
ARPA (American Rescue Plan 
Act) funds from the federal gov-
ernment makes this the perfect 
opportunity to invest in our infra-
structure.”

Construction of the infrastruc-
ture that will provide broadband 
access is expected to take place in 
2023 and 2024.

BROADBAND, from page 1

Deb Danner, manager of Coldwell 
Prime Properties. “We are active 
members in a lot of community 
organizations. Warrens [Dews Jr.] 
from the [Greenville] Pioneer got 
a hold of us and asked if we want-
ed to get involved again and we 
said absolutely. Especially now, 
with the prices of everything go-

ing up, turkeys are expensive, so 
if we can help people who need it, 
we are there.”

Each meal included a 
12-pound turkey, rolls, a bag of 
potatoes, two cans of corn, a box 
of stuffing, a can of cranberry 
sauce, and a liter of soda.

Mike Caprio, also with Cold-
well Banker Prime Properties, 
said the holiday season is a great 
time to help people in need of a 
helping hand.

“The company is an active 
community participant in a lot 
of things and this is just another 
example of how we can help the 
community and benefit people 
who need it,” Caprio said. “There 
are a lot of people who need right 
now, and I think a turkey meal is a 
helpful thing in this season.”

With inflation and food pric-
es on the rise, the holiday season 
is expected to be a challenge for 
many families, according to local 
organizations. 

According to the New York 
Farm Bureau’s 2022 Market Bas-
ket Survey, the price of a tradi-
tional Thanksgiving meal rose by 
double digits this year compared 
to 2021, by about 26%.

Meals were given to individu-
als who turned out for the event, 
with many going to local not-
for-profit food pantries and other 
groups to make the holiday sea-
son a bit brighter.

“We are getting 15 meals to-
day,” said Christine Rufa Olmsted 
from Hilltowns Resource Center, 
a food pantry in Westerlo. “We 
have identified the families that 
will receive these meals. They 
appreciate the help — we are all 
getting hit so hard now and to do 
this right now is just amazing.”

The “Feed Your Mind, Feed 
A Family” program was made 
possible thanks to contributions 
from major sponsors Holcim, 
Crossroads Ford, TCI and Nolan 
Propane.

HOLIDAY MEAL, from page 1

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION 
INDEPENDENT MEDIA    

Deb Danner from Coldwell Banker 
Prime Properties helps organize meal 
deliveries to local not-for-profit groups.

also be an important factor for 
seniors with dexterity issues who 
find changing batteries a chal-
lenge.

Unlike many competitors in 
the field, HEARt Ear Boutique 
also offers customized hearing 
aids, taking impressions of their 
client’s ears for the best fit and 
service.

Terri Egan, president of the 
Bethlehem Chamber of Com-
merce, welcomed the business to 
its new location.

“This is a very timely ribbon 
cutting because on The Today 
Show this morning there was a 
segment on hearing loss,” Egan 
said. “There is a new study they 
were focusing on that over a bil-
lion people are at risk for hearing 
loss from music, the way we lis-
ten to phones — basically, we are 
listening to things too loudly and 
too long.”

Other factors that can lead to 
the need for a hearing aid include 
excessive ear wax, ear infections 
and ruptured ear drums, Egan 
said.

“The list goes on and on, and 
[hearing is] just such a key sense 
that we all have to have,” she add-
ed. “This is such a huge service.”

The Mayo Clinic identified 
several warning signs that a hear-
ing aid may be necessary, Egan 
said, including muffled speech 

and other sounds, difficulty un-
derstanding words particularly 
with background noise, trouble 
hearing consonants, frequently 
asking others to speak slower or 
more loudly, and withdrawing 
from conversations or social in-
teractions.

“With his 30 years of experi-
ence, we feel very fortunate that 
he (LaCosta) has come home and 
has reopened at this new location. 
It is phenomenal,” Egan said. 
“We are fortunate to have some-
one with his expertise, his profes-
sionalism and the desire to con-
tinue staying on the cutting edge 
of technology.”

Bethlehem Town Supervisor 
David VanLuven said services 
such as the HEARt Ear Boutique 
serve a vital purpose in the com-
munity.

“When we think about our 
quality of life in Bethlehem, we 
tend to think about retail and the 
things we can go and do, but we 
sometimes forget that our quali-
ty of life requires care as well,” 
VanLuven said. “It’s wonderful 
to have Bob LaCosta here to help 
care for us as we age and espe-
cially as we move into a world 
with increasingly loud noises, of-
ten in very small spaces.”

HEARt Ear Boutique has two 
office locations — the newly 
opened space in Glenmont Plaza, 
and a second office in Hope Plaza 
on Route 9W in Coxsackie.

NEW LOCATION, from page 5
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through a review process con-
ducted by the district’s Building 
Services Committee, including a 
state-mandated building survey, 
to identify the needs of the dis-
trict.

“A building condition survey 
is done every five years,” Bennett 
said. “We spend a lot of money 
to keep our schools going and 
keep things up to speed, so that 
puts this process into motion. We 
are doing what we need to do to 
maintain our facilities and make 
sure we are doing what we need 
to do to spend money wisely 
and continue to keep up with the 
times.”

In addition to the building 
condition survey, the district also 
looks at curriculum needs, Ben-
nett added.

“We gather input from our ad-
ministrative leadership team, our 
faculty team, to really get an idea 
of where are some of those areas 
that we need to expand upon and 
work through,” he said.

The most recent capital proj-
ect focused on other areas of the 
schools that needed work.

“In our last project, we did a 
lot of things with the fields. We 
got a great new athletic field. A 
lot of time and money went into 

that,” Bennett said. “Prior to that, 
a lot of money went into the fa-
cilities at the middle and high 
school, so it’s time to take a look 
at Ellis Elementary School. It’s a 
beautiful building, the architec-
ture is gorgeous, but it’s old and 
it needs some attention.”

Under the proposed project, 
some of the improvements at the 
elementary school will be geared 
to safety.

“It’s an old building. When it 
was originally designed, it didn’t 
have elevators,” Bennett said. 
“Obviously with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, we had 
to put in elevators some years 
ago, but in doing so, we had to 
create some corridors through 
classrooms, which is problemat-
ic when you talk about fire code, 
where we can’t lock some of those 
classroom doors. The last few 
years we have seen an increase 
in attention to school safety and 
making sure that we are keeping 
our students, teachers and facul-
ty safe, and some of the areas we 
just can’t lock because of the way 
that we were able to put things 
through New York State Educa-
tion [Department] years ago.”

The project also aims to ex-
pand several classrooms, includ-
ing a pre-kindergarten class that 
is undersized and does not have 

in-class bathroom facilities for 
the school’s youngest students.

“One of the things that we are 
handicapped with is that bath-
rooms are not in that classroom 
currently, they are outside in the 
hallway, and those bathroom 
doors are heavy,” Bennett said. 
“These are little guys, 4-year-
olds, trying to access in and out of 
that classroom, so we are looking 
to expand that classroom to add 
some restrooms in the area.”

Other classrooms would be 
renovated with new technology, 
new floors for rooms with lino-
leum tiles and refinished hard-
wood floors in those spaces, as 
well as additional in-class sinks 
and storage facilities.

“With health and safety, we all 
know that coming out of COVID, 
we need to keep kids clean and 
having access to sinks right in 
the classrooms really helps to fa-
cilitate good health and hygiene 
protocols,” Bennett said. “And 
some of those classrooms are just 
small. One of the things that we 
are looking at doing is getting up 
to what the State Education De-
partment views as a good-sized 
classroom. This project is helping 
to facilitate some of those needs.”

The project would also create 
a new, larger multi-purpose gym 
addition, and would reconfigure 

art and music rooms to create an 
arts suite.

While the bulk of the work is 
planned at the elementary school, 
the middle and high schools 
would also have some renova-
tions in the works, should the 
project be approved.

“We will take a look again at 
the art suites and try to expand 
what is now a really small foot-
print for our art room and expand 
it a little bit and make it a space 
that is more conducive to learn-
ing,” Bennett said. “The art room 
is jam packed right now and it be-
comes a safety concern if people 
need to exit quickly.”

Building infrastructure such 
as masonry, roofing, and heating 
and cooling facilities would also 
be improved under the project, 
along with needed asbestos abate-
ment on flooring. Roof warranties 
that are nearing their end would 
be extended if the repair work is 
completed, Bennett added.

If funds are left over at the 
project’s conclusion, the dis-
trict also included a “wish list” 
of needs that could also be met, 
including renovating additional 
classrooms, replacing doors and 
hardware like doorknobs, and 
heating and ventilation at the 
middle/high school.

The $14,480,000 budget 

would include $11,908,904 for 
work planned at the elementa-
ry school, and $2,571,096 at the 
middle/high school. The alter-
nate “wish list” items come to 
$1,437,546.

To pay for the project, 
$2,600,500 would come from 
the district’s capital reserves, and 
$11,879,500 through a bond. The 
bond payments would be covered 
by state aid, according to DeCar-
lo.

The project is not expected to 
have an impact on the tax rate, 
Bennett reiterated.

The vote will take place Dec. 
6, from 3-9 p.m., at Scott Ellis 
Elementary School, 11245 Route 
32, Greenville. 

If the project is approved 
by voters, the district expects to 
submit final construction plans to 
the State Education Department 
in June 2023, and approval from 
the state is anticipated by January 
2024. The project would then be 
put out to bid in February 2024 
and awarded in May 2024. 

Construction is expected 
to begin in May 2024 and run 
through Nov. 2025.

For more information on the 
project and to view high-resolu-
tion renderings of the plans, visit 
www.greenvillecsd.org/page/cap-
ital-project-2022.

CAPITAL PROJECT, from page 1

We are locally-owned & operated  
& our staff is customer-friendly 

with no pressure, so you can 
make the best decision for your 

next vehicle purchase.

Check out our inventory online at:  
www.crossroadsny.com

Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fees, and taxes.

Crossroads Ford
We are locally-owned & operated & our staff is customer-friendly with no 

pressure, so you can make the best decision for your next vehicle purchase.

518-756-4000 • 2351 Rt. 9W Ravena, NY • (Just 10 miles South of Albany)

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS 

11
88
00
_4

2019 FORD FUSION S 
4 Cyl Gas Saver, Auto-

matic, Power Windows/
Locks/Mirrors. Back Up 

Camera, Great Recent 
NEW Tires, 2,036 Miles.

Call for Price STK#  U11532PC

$44,995

2020 FORD F-150 XLT 4X4
4dr SuperCrew,  
5.5 ft. SB, 2.7L V6, 
Twin Turbo, 4WD, 
Emergency Brake  
Assist, 32,784 Miles.

STK#   U11427PT

2021 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 4X4 
High Country, 4dr Crew 

Cab, LOADED, 5.3L V8, 
High Country Deluxe 

Package, Tech Package, 
Navigation, 38,116 Miles.

Call for Price STK#  U11551T

ALERT!!!
These  

NEW VEHICLES  
WON’T last long! 

2018 SUBARU FORESTER PREMIUM
2.0L H4, Auto., 4WD/AWD, 

Keyless Entry, Cruise  
Control, Sunroof/Moon-
roof, Rear View Camera, 

19,944 Miles.
$31,995 STK#  U11418C STK#  U11421C Call for Price

2016 FORD MUSTANG V6
2dr Fastback, Upgraded 
Exhaust, KnN Intake, 
Custom Rear Spoiler/
Ground Effects, Auto-
matic, 45,088 Miles.

STK#  U11556C

FORD F250 
SUPER DUTY

FORD EDGE ST

JUST IN! 
2 avail.

2 left

FORD EXPEDITION MAX  
XLT TEXAS EDITION

JUST IN! 
1 avail.

FORD BRONCO SPORT
3 avail.

4x4, 4dr Crew, Hemi 
eTorque, LOADED, 
Heated/Power Leather, 
Navigation, Tonneau 
Cover, 2,025 Miles.

$65,900

2022 RAM 1500 LONGHORN LTD

STK#  U11529T

2019 LINCOLN MKZ RESERVE I
AWD, 4dr Sedan, Stunning 
Condition, Navigation, 
Power Moonroof, Alloy 
Wheel Package, 2.0T Gas 
Saver, 35,207 Miles.
$34,990STK#  U11530PC

Ford Gold Certified 
Pre-Owned, 4x4, 4dr, 
SuperCrew, Running 

Boards, V6 Automatic, 
11,209 Miles.

$52,460

2021 FORD F-150 XLT SPORT

STK# U11212T

Deep Steam Extraction
For your carpets, upholstery, 

vehicle, & office!

518.756.2669
Raymond Magee - Owner

Brightway 
Cleaning Service

Please Recycle This Newspaper
www.greenvillepioneer.com • 413.212.0130
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• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

NationNation
PickersPickers

2530 Route 9W, Ravena, NY
Closed Monday • Open 11-5
Saturday’s 10-5
518.495.9225

An Affordable 25 Multi Dealer
Antique / Vintage / Collectable Shop

Call Today 518.528.0144
challacombeconstruction@gmail.com

Challacombe Spray Foam

www.ChallacombeConstruction.com

Providing Kitchen and Bathroom 
Remodels and Spray Foam Applications

By John Grimaldi
For Capital Region Independent Media

“Be it ever so humble there is no place 
like home!” It’s a comforting old ditty. But 
according to the Association of Mature 
American Citizens (AMAC), it’s also the 
wish of the vast numbers of seniors.

AMAC CEO Rebecca Weber cites a 
survey conducted by the American Advi-
sors Group that shows more than 90% of 
the 65-plus segment of the U.S. population 
have a strong desire to remain in their own 
homes rather than make a move to assist-
ed-living facilities as they age. 

But for many seniors, aging in place is 
not as easy as it sounds, Weber said. The 
cost, health needs, transportation access 
and personal safety concerns can get in the 
way.

“Survey after survey has shown that 
older Americans overwhelmingly prefer 
to age in place,” according to The Urban 
Institute. “But aging in place may require 
some trade-offs. Staying in a home must 
be financially sustainable, but it should 
also maximize physical, social and emo-
tional well-being. Financial considerations 
include maintenance and repair costs and 
the cost of necessary safety retrofits (grab 
bars, lifts, ramps, etc.), as well as the gen-
eral cost of living” at home.

The National Institute on Aging re-
cently posted a comprehensive “how to” 
guide for aging in place. It offers answers 
to questions that can arise for seniors con-
sidering remaining at home in their golden 
years. 

For example, the guide covers such 
considerations as personal care needs, in-
cluding health care, day-to-day household 
chores, financial issues and companionship 
if you are living alone. It also provides a 
list of resources that can help you deal with 
issues, including financial issues, that may 
arise. The guide includes an internet link to 
the USAging website that offers assistance 
for aging folks who choose to remain in 
their homes rather than relocate to assist-
ed-living facilities.

For those seniors who want to stay at 
home, there are a variety of resources in 
addition to USAging they can reach out 
to for help. Senior News offers this list of 
helpmates:
• ADA (American Disabilities Act) 

Paratransit provides transportation for 
those who cannot use the fixed-route 
public transit system. Each state has it. 
If you qualify, they will give door-to-
door service in a small bus.

• Law schools offer free legal assistance 
to low-income seniors. Or contact 
your local Aging Department, they 
can refer you to an elder law attorney.

• BenefitsCheckUp.org: Quickly find 
benefit programs that could help you 
pay for medications, health care, food 
and more. All from a reliable and 
trusted source.

• Seniorcare.com/directory has created 
over 8,000 local senior guides that of-
fer health care quality ratings, senior 
housing options and other resources 
for aging Americans.

ALBANY — State Agriculture Com-
missioner Richard A. Ball recently an-
nounced the launch of the $800,000 New 
York State Urban Farms and Community 
Gardens Grant Program. 

The program, which is designed to sup-
port community growing spaces and rec-
ognize their impact on local food resiliency 
and food security for New Yorkers, is now 
open for applications.  

Successful projects will be geared to-
ward the development and enhancement of 
urban farms, school gardens, and commu-
nity gardens across the state.

“From neighborhood gardens to roof-
top farming, community growers help ed-
ucate residents about agriculture and make 
locally grown food more accessible, espe-
cially to those in food deserts and under-
served areas,” Ball said. “As we continue 
to reflect on the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
are constantly reminded that developing 
and strengthening a strong, local food sup-
ply chain is paramount to ensuring all New 
Yorkers can put food on the table, even 
during difficult times. These spaces also 
respond to the unique needs and aspira-
tions of the communities where they exist 
to contribute social and economic benefits 
beyond food production. The Urban Farms 
and Community Gardens Grant Program 
expands on that effort by supporting the 
community growing organizations that fill 
an essential gap in the supply chain.” 

Funding through the Urban Farms and 

Community Gardens Grant Program will 
help offset costs associated with projects 
that focus on food production, food safety 
and food distribution, while creating a last-
ing impact on local food resiliency, and can 
be used to fund worker wages, contractual 
expenses, equipment, and other operating 
expenses. 

Eligible applicants include not-for-
profit organizations, not-for-profit educa-
tional institutions, municipal government 
entities, and Indian tribal organizations. 

For more information on the program 
and how to apply, visit agriculture.ny.gov/
rfp-0280-urban-farms-and-community-
gardens-grant-program. Funding for the 
Urban Farms and Community Gardens 
Grant Program was announced in Gov. 
Kathy Hochul’s 2022 State of the State Ad-
dress as part of the governor’s commitment 
to making local food more accessible to all 
New Yorkers and to encourage more urban 
farming. Earlier this year, the Department 
announced it would be taking a statewide 
study of urban agriculture to better under-
stand the industry and put forth policy rec-
ommendations to further support it.

This grant program complements the 
department’s ongoing efforts to provide 
technical assistance to community growing 
organizations statewide and promote urban 
agriculture. 

New York is home to more than 1,000 
registered or permitted urban and commu-
nity gardens.

State launches grant 
program to fund  

community gardens

COURTESY OF PEXELS    
State funding is available for local community gardens.

LATHAM — Sunmark Credit Union 
recently announced that Vik Muktavaram 
has joined Sunmark Credit Union as chief 
risk officer. 

In this role, Muktavaram provides lead-
ership, vision and direction for enterprise 
risk management and compliance activities 
to support Sunmark Credit Union’s strate-
gic goals. 

His responsibilities include financial 
and operational risk management; regu-
latory management; vendor management; 
legal affairs; BSA/AML; fraud and loss 
mitigation; security; and quality control. 

Muktavaram has more than 25 years 
of experience in the areas of risk manage-
ment, strategy, finance and technology. 
Prior to joining Sunmark Credit Union, 
Muktavaram served as a principal with 
Satori Consulting, a strategy and manage-

ment consulting firm based in New York 
City. Before that, he served as chief risk 
officer for Old Mutual Bermuda, an invest-
ment management company, and spent 10 
years as a management consultant. He has 
also held executive roles in technology and 
finance for financial services and insurance 
companies. 

Muktavaram holds an MBA from Co-
lumbia Business School, a master’s degree 
in computer science from Oklahoma Uni-
versity, and a bachelor’s degree in chemi-
cal engineering from Osmania University. 

He previously served as a member of 
the board of education for the town of 
Westport, Connecticut, and as a member 
of the board of Bridge Academy, a charter 
school in Bridgeport, Connecticut.

Vik Muktavaram

Sunmark Credit Union appoints new chief risk officer

www.facebook.com/GreenvillePioneer

Majority of seniors are 
homebodies at heart
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By Thomas Christopher
For Capital Region Independent Media

One of the most valuable gifts 
I was ever given was the key the 
head librarian shared with me 
when I was a horticultural student 
at the New York Botanical Gar-
den back in the mid 1970s. That 
key gave me access to the library 
when it was closed to the public. 

I spent hours almost every 
evening for the next two years, 
going through the stacks, slipping 
books down off the shelves, often 
at random, to educate myself. 

One enthusiasm I developed 
in this way was an admiration for 
botanical prints and illustrations. 
The library had an extraordinary 
collection of such works, some of 
them centuries old. I became fas-

cinated by the way an artist could 
make me see a plant and its beau-
ties more clearly. 

The most skilled of these art-
ists combined a mastery of tech-
nique and composition with an 
expert knowledge of botany, so 
their work not only delighted the 
eye, it taught me about a species’ 
unique characteristics and what 
distinguishes it from all other 
plants.

I had to surrender that key 
when I graduated. I’ve main-
tained my interest in botanical art, 
though, through visits to libraries 
and museum collections. 

A number of years ago, I vis-
ited one of the very greatest such 
collections, a leader on an inter-
national scale, The Hunt Institute 
for Botanical Documentation in 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Re-
cently, I reconnected in a conver-
sation with the interim curator at 
The Hunt, Carrie Roy.

The Hunt’s collection began 
with the enthusiasm of a young 
girl, Rachel McMasters Miller. 
Raised in Turtle Creek, which 
was then, at the end of the 19th 
century, a rural village on the 
outskirts of Pittsburgh, she was 
given a guide to wildflowers and 
made it her “bible.” She used it 
to identify the wild plants she en-
countered in the fields and forests 
surrounding her grandmother’s 
estate. 

This passion expanded when 
she was 15 and was given a 
17th century horticultural man-
ual, “The English Gardener,” by 
Leonard Meager. Rare book auc-
tion catalogs became her favorite 
bedtime reading, and she began 
to collect not only books on bot-
any and gardening, but also the 
artworks that illustrated them. 
She became an expert book-
binder, and her collecting only 
increased when she married Roy 
Arthur Hunt, who shared her love 
of rare books and botanical art.

By the 1950s, Rachel Hunt’s 
collection had grown so consid-
erable – almost 3,000 rare book 
and serial titles, and 1,300 works 
of botanical art – that institutions 
all over the country were vying to 
acquire it. She and her husband, 
however, wanted it to remain in 
Pittsburgh, and agreed to donate 
it to what was then Carnegie In-
stitute of Technology (now Car-
negie Mellon University), with 
the stipulation that it would be 
housed in its own facility atop the 

library building. 
Since its opening in 1961, the 

collection has grown explosively. 
Today, The Hunt Institute for Bo-
tanical Documentation includes 
more than 31,000 book and serial 
titles and 32,413 prints, drawings, 
and watercolors.

As its collection has grown, 
The Hunt has also expanded its 
focus. Rachel Hunt’s interest had 
been principally in the western 
tradition of botanical art, but to-
day the collection includes works 
from all over the world. It has 
also become a supporter of con-
temporary botanical artists, host-
ing every three years a traveling 
exhibition of notable new works.

The Hunt Institute is open by 
appointment to researchers. It 
is currently closed to the public 
because of renovations but will 
reopen by the fall of 2023 when 
it will host a retrospective of art-
ists from its past exhibitions of 
contemporary botanical artists. In 
the meantime, fans of botanical 
art can access digital versions of 
many of the Hunt’s artworks via 
its website, www.huntbotanical.
org. 

Among my favorites are the 
Torner Collection of almost 2,000 
watercolors and sketches dating 
from a royal Spanish expedition 
to Central America and North 
America’s Pacific Coast in the late 
18th century. A change of regimes 
in Spain meant these remarkable 
paintings were never published 
until The Hunt acquired them in 
1981. They are now available for 
viewing in digital format, also on 
The Hunt Institute website.

To learn more about the bo-

tanical art and the Hunt Institute, 
listen to an interview with Carrie 
Roy on the Berkshire Botanical 
Garden’s Growing Greener pod-
cast at www.berkshirebotanical.
org. Or experience the pleasures 
of botanical art firsthand. 

Aspiring artists will find class-
es offered regularly at the Berk-
shire Botanical Garden by em-
inent practitioners such as Ann 
Kremers, Carol Ann Morely and 
Anastasia Traina. For informa-
tion, check the Botanical Gar-
den’s website at berkshirebotani-
cal.org. 

Be-a-Better-Gardener is a 
community service of Berkshire 
Botanical Garden, located in

Stockbridge, Massachusettsa. 
Its mission, to provide knowledge 
of gardening and the environment 
through a diverse range of classes 
and programs, informs and in-
spires thousands of students and 
visitors each year. Thomas Chris-
topher is a volunteer at Berkshire 
Botanical Garden and is the au-
thor or co-author of more than a 
dozen books, including Nature 
into Art and The Gardens of 
Wave Hill (Timber Press, 2019). 
He is the 2021 Garden Club of 
America’s National Medalist for 
Literature, a distinction reserved 
to recognize those who have left 
a profound and lasting impact on 
issues that are most important 
to the GCA. Christopher’s com-
panion broadcast to this column, 
Growing Greener, streams on 
WESUFM.org, Pacifica Radio 
and NPR and is available at berk-
shirebotanical.org/growinggreen-
er.

Art in the garden

COURTESY OF FELIX CARROLL
Thaddeus Mosley’s “Inverted Dancer,” cast in bronze from Mosley’s traditional process that transforms often salvaged 
wood into abstract forms, is on display at Berkshire Botanical Garden this summer as part of the “Symbiosis” in-
door/outdoor botanic art series.

Be A Better Gardener

Because you care! 
Sometimes, things don’t always work out at home for a child.     
New  York’s Office of Children and Family Services estimates that 130,000 

children around the state live with a grandparent, an aunt or uncle, or other 
family member. Some even live with close family friends. When a family member 
or close family friend assumes the responsibility of caring for a child, that’s called 
Kinship Care.        

Perhaps you are a kinship care provider, or know someone who is. If you are, 
you do it for all the right reasons. Because you care.  But there’s good news.    
St. Catherine’s Center for Children has launched a new program to support    
kinship caregivers in Albany, Schenectady, Greene and Ulster Counties. The     
program connects caregivers like you to a variety of community and public     
support services, providing you with the tools you need to succeed. Want to learn 
more? Call us at the number below, or email kinshipcare@st-cath.org 

St. Catherine’s Center for Children 
40 North Main Avenue, Albany, NY 12203 

www.st-cath.org  •  518-453-6700
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2480 US Route 9W, Faith Plaza, Ravena
518-756-9091 • www.HopeFullLifeCenter.org

Helping Harvest
Grocery store for 
families in need!

SNAP, Credit and 
Debit Cards Now Accepted!

OPEN: MON, TUES, 
THURS, SAT 10-2 • WED, FRI 2-6

22 Hope Plaza, Coxsackie, NY 12192
Online Booking: 

SoulSerenitySpa.org

Full Body 
Waxing

Nails and 
Massages

Book with 
Savanah

518.545.8452
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Your Mind,Feed
A FamilyFeed

The Greenville Pioneer will provide turkey dinners 
to families in need and you can help. From now until 

December 17th, we’ll donate one meal to families in need for 
every item purchased on the menu below.*

HOW TO HELP:

New SubscriberNew Subscriber’’s Menus Menu
New Customers 2 years ($80) = 1 meal

Current CustomerCurrent Customer’’s Menus Menu
Renew and switch to EZ-Pay ($40 per year) = 1 meal

Renew for 2 years - ($80) = 2 meals
MEAL: 12 lb. turkey, 2 cans of corn, 1 box of stuffing, 1 bag of potatoes, 

1 can of cranberry sauce, a 12 pack of rolls, and a liter of soda*

THE FACTS: 
• 1 in 9 people in New York are facing hunger every day. 
• 1 in 6 children in New York are facing hunger every day. 
• 32.4% of households receiving SNAP benefits have children
• Charitable programs are unable to fully support those facing hunger. 
 The combination of charity and government assistance programs are 
 necessary to help bridge the meal gap.**

*Each meal will be hand delivered to a family in need and/or given to a vetted food pantry or organization that helps to feed our community. **https://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/new-york

Participating Organizations:
Helping Harvest, St. Catherine’s Center of Children, The Albany Teen Challenge, 

Church of Saint Patrick and Trinity United Methodist Church

CALL TODAY 413-212-0130

GAME CHANGERS:

Debra G. Danner
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Tricia: Tell us about yourselves and 
Flowers and Stuff...

K&J: Our names are Karen Neville 
and Joe Frechette, and we are a family 
owned full service florist, plant shop 
and gift shop located at 276 CR 405! 
We are full service which means that 
we do everything from your everyday 
bouquets/arrangements to your events 
and sympathy arrangements. We offer 
exotic snacks, imported from several 
other countries that have been a hit! 
Several different hand made gifts, gift 
baskets, local honey and beeswax soap 
and lip/body balm, high quality CBD 
products, local art, gift cards, pokemon 
cards, sports cards, records, home decor, 
plant gardens, ferns, goldfish pants, 
pothos, ivy and more. 

We do offer delivery, and plan to host 

painting nights and craft events! We 
are trying to work with as many local 
vendors as possible for some of our 
“stuff”, and pride ourselves on reusing/
repurposing as much as possible!

Tricia: When and why did you decide to 
start this business venture?

K&J: Both of us became burnt 
out with our careers, we love 
flowers and houseplants, and we wanted 
to go into business for ourselves and 
provide our community with a local 
place to get the freshest flowers. We also 
decided to start the paint nights and 
special events to bring a few things to 
the area that we thought were missing.

Tricia: What are some things you’re 
excited about offering?

K&J: Besides the exotic snacks (which 
is a super cool thing that people can’t 
get anywhere else around here), we have 
a local artist and we plan to host some 
really fun events like paint nights for 
adults where people can get together 
and have some fun with their friends and 
be guided through some simple painting 
techniques, and go home with a one of 
a kind piece of art that they create! We 
are also planning some paint and snack 
events more geared towards kids and 
family as well. We are also working on 
some crafting nights, bouquet design 
classes, and more!

Tricia: Are you on social media? How 
can we find you?

K&J: We are on Facebook, Instagram, 
and tik tok, and can be contacted via our 
business email or phone (518-291-6565).

Keep an eye on our website and 
facebook  page for upcoming bouquet 
design classes, wreath making classes, 
and more painting events!

GET TO KNOW:

Flowers And  Stuff

Tricia Surrano is the Sales Executive for Capital Region Independent Media. 
If you’d like a feature article, please email: sales.theupstater@gmail.com

IN OUR BACKYARD

NYS certified 
K-12 Public school 

music teacher

914-598-7644
raoconniemarie@yahoo.com

NYSSMA Adjudicator
GCS Alumni 1993

Music lessons in your home.

Small family restaurant 
with a big passion for food

CHE FIGATA 
BISTRO

www.chefigatabistro.org

10 Reed St 
Coxsackie, NY 
518-731-2220

NEW BUSINESS ALERT!!

We are a full service florist, gift 
shop, and paint and sip studio.

276 CR 405, Greenville, NY 12083
Mon-Fri 9a-5p • Sat 9a-1p
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