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COVID-19 death toll 
could reach 240,000

See page 9

We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
News about COVID-19 is chang-
ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
ably changed since we sent this 
paper to the printing presses. We 
encourage you, if possible, to 
visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/greenvillepioneer 
where we are sharing breaking 
news, closings and cancelations. 

To our readers,

Thank you, 
The Greenville Pioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―
Everyone is aware by now 
of mandates to practice so-
cial distancing, hand hygiene 
and other ways of preventing 
transmission of the coronavi-
rus, but here’s a possible dan-
ger you may not have thought 
of — spreading the virus 
through your trash.

Trash disposal was deemed 
an “essential” service by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo when he put 
strict regulations in place in 
the battle against COVID-19. 
But waste-disposal experts say 
there are risks if garbage is not 
handled and packaged proper-
ly — and that is a concern for 
them.

In Greenville, the town 
recycling center is open, but 
with limited hours. Town res-
idents needing to dispose of 
trash or recyclables can stop 
by the center from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday and Sat-
urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
the community safe, we ask 
that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 
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Trash is a possible danger when it comes to spreading COVID-19.

Trash can pose 
COVID-19 risk

See TRASH, page 10

Schools 
remain 
closed

By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

GREENVILLE—Schoo l s 
will remain closed statewide 
through mid-April and the state’s 
fi rst temporary hospital was 
completed in New York City on 
Friday as New York remains the 
nation’s epicenter for the novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Schools will now remain 
closed statewide through April 
15. Schools across New York 
were ordered closed March 18 
through April 1 to be reassessed 
every two weeks. The state’s 
waiver was extended for school 
districts to receive state aid with-
out holding physical classes for 
180 days. 

During this time, schools are 
still required to provide continu-
ity of instruction, meals for stu-
dents and information on avail-
able childcare resources

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier,” 
said Greenville Central School 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland. “When the District 
receives additional guidance 
concerning the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, we will be able 
to share more details and answer 
additional questions, including 
those surrounding spring break, 
grading, and other regulatory 
requirements. We recognize the 
diffi culties faced by our students 
and families and ask for patience 
during these unprecedented 
times.”

“Our teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families have done an 
amazing job working together to 
keep our students engaged while 
schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
proposed budget amend-
ment that would cut local 
voices out of the solar per-
mitting process is moving 
forward despite pushback 
from Greene and Columbia 
county officials.

Negotiations are con-
tinuing on the proposed 
changes to siting solar and 
wind energy, known as the 
Accelerated Renewable 
Energy Growth and Com-
munity Benefit Act, said 
Jordan Levine, deputy com-
munications director for the 
energy and environment in 
the office of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“It is impossible to say 

if anything outside the 
normal will get done, but 
renewable energy siting is 
still on the table,” he said.

Since the budget amend-
ment was announced on 
Feb. 21, local officials have 
warned that changing so-
lar siting laws to abolish 
the existing review process 
would violate home rule 
and diminish local author-
ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
Supervisor Rick Hanse.

“We are at the mercy 
of the state whether they 
take it out of the budget, 

and should it pass, the state 
will have complete authori-
ty to override town zoning 
laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
ist.”

Hanse said local offi-
cials have been lobbying 
lawmakers to debate the 
proposed amendment sep-
arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 

the amount of ‘touch’ our drivers have on garbage.”
— CARMEN BARBATO JR., OWNER OF CARMEN BARBATO, INC.

O�  cials are 
concerned that the 
proposed changes 

could accelerate the 
development of solar 
farms across Greene 

and Columbia 
counties, including 

Hecate Energy’s 
proposed 700-acre 

facility in Copake and 
the Flint Mine solar 

project in Coxsackie.
See SOLAR, page 10

Greenville veterans salute Nolan Energy at new headquarters opening
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

COEYMANS — Nolan Energy cut 
the ribbon on its new 8,000-square-foot 
building on Route 9W last Tuesday, and 
the Greenville veterans’ community was 
there to help.

The Legion’s Color Guard opened 
the ribbon-cutting ceremony and led the 
group in the national anthem.

The organization also presented com-
pany owner Robert Nolan with a certif-
icate of appreciation for his many years 
of contributions to the veterans’ commu-
nity and the Greenville American Legion 
Post in particular.

“I would like to thank Nolan Propane 
and the Nolan family for how much they 
support us with propane and heaters and 
everything they do for the veteran com-
munity,” Commander Don Savino said.

The new headquarters was construct-
ed on the site of the former Cumberland 
Farms store in the town of Coeymans, 

which moved to a larger site directly 
across the street in 2018.

The new Nolan building quadruples 
the size of its headquarters, which was 

formerly at 54 Mountain Road Extension 
in a 2,000-square-foot facility.

“We needed a new building, we 
needed more space and the Cumberland 
Farms property became available,” own-
er Robert Nolan said. “We thought it 
would be a good opportunity to buy the 
property and put up a new building.”

The company moved into the new site 
about four months ago but held its grand 
opening Tuesday morning. Nolan said 
having the company’s headquarters on 
Route 9W was a more visible location. 

“We had opportunities to build a 
building in other locations in other 
towns, but we thought that because No-
lan Propane was started in Ravena that 
we should keep the new building here,” 
Nolan said. “We were very happy to be 
able to buy this property. The original 
office years ago was on Main Street in 
Ravena. From there we moved to Moun-
tain Road Extension and now we are 
here on Route 9W.”

See ENERGY, page 13
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Kindness Kabinet 
offers help, no 

questions asked
See page 8

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — Unbridled Thorough-
bred Foundation has galloped its way into the 
neighborhood.

Unbridled moved its horse rescue group 
from Coxsackie to a 30-acre site in Green-
ville and recently cut the ribbon on its new 
facility.

“We moved here from Coxsackie,” said 
Susan Kayne, president and founder of Un-
bridled. “We had a wonderful location there, 
but with the approval of the solar project, 
there was absolutely no way that we could 
grow or expand our footprint.”

Kayne plans to grow the facility and pro-
vide care for horses, and along the way build 
awareness of the plight of the majestic ani-
mals she loves so much.

“Our vision for Unbridled is to have as 
many horses as we can,” Kayne said. “We are 
rooted in education, in horsemanship, advo-
cacy, legislative initiatives and getting laws 
passed to protect horses, and just didn’t have 
enough of a venue to be able to expand into 

what we envisioned we would be doing.”
The organization currently houses 40 

horses rescued from abuse, cruelty and ne-
glect situations, with many coming from the 
slaughter pipeline, Kayne said. On the day of 

the ribbon cutting, she also announced that 
Unbridled had just closed the deal on pur-
chasing an adjacent property where she plans 

See PARK, page 19
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The Color Guard of American Legion Post 291 stands at attention as the national anthem is 
played at the start of the ceremony.
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Volunteers and animal protection advocates cut the ribbon on the new Unbridled Thoroughbred Foundation rescue facility.

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

ALBANY — A Cairo man has been 
sentenced to 10 years in prison for attempt-
ing to coerce and entice a minor to engage 
in sexual activity with him, according to 
the U.S. Attorney’s Offi ce in the Northern 
District of New York.

Thomas Squires, 37, of Cairo, was 
sentenced Oct. 25.

“Squires admitted that between June 
28, 2020, and Aug. 19, 2020, he exchanged 
sexually explicit messages with an un-
dercover offi cer posing as a 14-year-old 
child, in an attempt to coerce and entice 
the child into engaging in sexual acts with 
him,” according to a joint statement from 
U.S. Attorney Carla Freedman and Janeen 
DiGuiseppi, Special Agent in Charge of 
the Albany fi eld offi ce of the FBI.

Squires admitted that in the messages 
he exchanged with a person he believed to 
be a 14-year-old girl, he “asked the child 
for naked photos” and sent sexually ex-
plicit photos of a male body part, accord-
ing to the U.S. Attorney’s Offi ce.

Squires also admitted that on Aug. 19, 
2020, he traveled to Cairo in order to meet 
with the “child.”

“Squires was arrested after arriving at 
the location, and he has been in custody 
since that date,” according to the state-
ment.

Squires was sentenced to 10 years in 
prison, and a 15-year term of supervision 
after he is released. He will also be re-
quired to register as a sex offender.

The sentence was imposed by U.S. 
District Judge Mae D’Agostino.

The case was investigated by the FBI 
and its Child Exploitation Task Force, 
which includes members of federal, state 
and local law enforcement agencies, as 
well as state police.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Rachel Wil-
liams prosecuted the case as a part of Proj-
ect Safe Childhood.

Project Safe Childhood was launched 
in May 2006 by the federal Department 
of Justice and is led by U.S. Attorney’s 
Offi ces and the Criminal Division’s Child 
Exploitation and Obscenity Section.

The program brings together federal, 
state and local resources to investigate, ar-
rest and prosecute individuals who seek to 
exploit children via the internet, and iden-
tify and assist victims, according to the 
U.S. Attorney’s Offi ce.

Cairo man 
gets 10 years 

for luring 
child for sex

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Volunteer Rachel Zanchelli with one of Unbridled’s horses.

GOOD NEWS!: Horse rescue 
group opens its doors in Greenville
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NOVEMBER 2022
4 - First Fridays Catskill, all day, Main 
Street, Catskill.
7 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
11 - Veterans Day. Cairo town offices 
closed.
11 - Festival of Trees opening night, 
7-10 p.m., at Anthony’s Banquet Hall, 
Leeds. 
12 - Festival of Trees, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
at Anthony’s Banquet Hall, Leeds. 
12-13 - Chilly Willy Winter’s Eve Tours, 
at Bronck Museum, Route 9W, tours 
at 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. Reserva-
tions required. Adults $10.
13 - Festival of Trees, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
at Anthony’s Banquet Hall, Leeds.
15 - Durham Town Board meeting, 
7:30 p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
16 - Cairo Town Board workshop, 7 
p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
21 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 
7 p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 
Route 32, Greenville.
24 - Thanksgiving. All town offices 
closed.

26 - Windham Festival Chamber Or-
chestra Performance, 8 p.m., at Doc-
torow Center for the Arts, 7971 Main 
Street, Hunter. Tickets $25. Call 518-
263-2063 for more information.
26 - 10th Annual Holiday Happen-
ings Craft Fair, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at 
Red Rooster Restaurant, 851 Main 
Street, Cairo, hosted by Greene 
County Women’s League Cancer Pa-
tient Aid. Over 24 handcraft vendors, 
chance auction, 50/50, and food 
will be available. Free admission. 
Call 518-819-1249 or email greene-
countywomensleague@gmail.com 
with questions.

DECEMBER 2022
1 - Cairo Planning Board meeting, 
7 p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
3 - Performance: “The Nutcracker,” at 
Orpheum Performing Arts Center, 
6050 Route 23A, Tannersville. Tickets 
$25. Performances at 2 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m.
4 - Performance: “The Nutcracker,” at 
Orpheum Performing Arts Center, 
6050 Route 23A, Tannersville. Tickets 
$25. Performance at 2 p.m.

5 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
6 - Durham Town Board workshop, 
7:30 p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
10 - Athens Victorian Stroll, in village 
of Athens, 1-5 p.m. Includes free ice 
skating rink at Athens Riverfront 
Park, bring your own skates. Free ad-
mission, music and activities.
10 - Performance: “The Nutcracker,” 
at Orpheum Performing Arts Center, 
6050 Route 23A, Tannersville. Tickets 
$25. Performances at 2 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m.
11 - Performance: “The Nutcracker,” 
at Orpheum Performing Arts Center, 
6050 Route 23A, Tannersville. Tickets 
$25. Performances at 2 p.m.
19 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 
7 p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 
Route 32, Greenville.
20 - Durham Town Board meeting, 
7:30 p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
21 - Cairo Town Board workshop, 7 
p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  

GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

To have your organiza-
tion’s events added to our 

calendar, please enter them 
online at www.greenvillepi-

oneer.com
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
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news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.

Better TV  
Our Promise to You

Offer expires 7/15/20. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Smart HD DVR included.

AMERICA’S TOP 120

Great entertainment 
with a local touch.

190 $5999/mo.
Channels

HI-TECH ADVISERS
(888) 729-4907

Document Ref: IQM9L-BLADW-UE84B-PAVJK Page 5 of 5

To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

For over 30 years, the Carver 
Company’s Core Compe-

tencies consist of General & 
Marine Construction, Sand 

and Gravel Mining, Property 
Management, Port, Stevedor-

ing, Terminal & Warehouse 
Management, Maritime and 
Logistics, and Tug and Barge 

Marine Towing. 

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

The Greenville Pioneer • Friday, December 20, 2019                                                                                                           13  

GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

More than 4,500 locations will 
open to collect Operation Christmas 
Child shoebox gifts for the Samar-
itan’s Purse project. Volunteers are 
preparing to collect shoebox gifts 
during National Collection Week, 
Nov. 14 to 21.

Operation Christmas Child has 
been collecting and delivering shoe-
box gifts — fi lled with school sup-
plies, hygiene items and fun toys — 
to children worldwide since 1993. 
Anyone can pack a shoebox! 

In 2022, Operation Christmas 
Child hopes to collect enough shoe-
boxes to reach another 11 million 
children.

Individuals, families, and 
groups still have time to transform 
empty shoeboxes into fun gifts. The 
project partners with local church-

es across the globe to deliver these 
tangible expressions of God’s love 
to children in need. Find a step-by-
step guide on the How to Pack a 
Shoebox webpage at www.samari-
tanspurse.org.

“Now more than ever, children 
around the world need to know that 
God loves them and there is hope,” 
said Franklin Graham, president of 
Samaritan’s Purse. “A simple shoe-
box gift opens the door to share 
about the true hope that can only be 
found in Jesus Christ.”

Participants can fi nd the nearest 
drop-off location and hours of op-
eration as they make plans to drop 
off their shoebox gifts. The online 
lookup tool is searchable by City or 
ZIP code. Signs at each location will 
identify the drop-off.

For drop-off locations serving 
your community, visit www.samari-
tanspurse.org.

Some local drop-off sites in-
clude Gospel Community Church, 
121 Mansion St., Coxsackie; Com-
munity Life Church, 20 West Main 
St., Catskill; City Harvest Family 
Church, 585 Central Ave., Albany; 
and Pineview Community Church, 
251 Washington Ave. Extension, 
Albany.

Since 1993, Operation Christ-
mas Child has collected and deliv-
ered more than 198 million gift-
fi lled shoeboxes to children in more 
than 170 countries and territories. 
This year, Operation Christmas 
Child will collect its 200-millionth 
shoebox!

Operation Christmas Child 
opens drop-off sites

www.facebook.com/
GreenvillePioneer

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Operation Christmas Child has collected and delivered gift-filled shoe boxes to children around the world since 1993.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a con-
viction. All persons listed are innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law. 
Charges can be amended or dismissed.

STATE POLICE
■ Samard Andrew, 46, of 

Poughkeepsie, was arrested Oct. 
14 at 11:19 p.m. in New Baltimore 
and charged with manufacture of 
drug-related paraphernalia and sev-
enth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, both class A 
misdemeanors. Andrew was held.

■ Melissa Moon, 45, of Cairo, 
was arrested Oct. 15 at 8:04 a.m. 
in Catskill and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class 
A misdemeanor, and third-degree 
aggravated unlicensed operation of 
a motor vehicle and fi rst-degree op-
eration of a motor vehicle impaired 
by drugs. Moon was released on her 
own recognizance.

■ Morris Ozymandious, 48, 
of Albany, was arrested Oct. 15 at 
10:11 p.m. in New Baltimore and 
charged with third-degree crimi-
nal possession of a controlled sub-
stance/narcotic drug with intent to 
sell, a class B felony; fourth-degree 
criminal possession of a narcotic 
drug, a class C felony; and sev-
enth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, a class A 
misdemeanor. Ozymandious was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Johnny Hackney, 67, of Pitts-

boro, North Carolina, was arrested 
Oct. 16 at 6:10 p.m. in Greenville 
and charged with criminal posses-
sion of a fi rearm, a class E felony. 
Hackney’s arrestee status was not 
reported.

■ Leonard Reid, 53, of Hudson, 
was arrested Oct. 16 at 7 p.m. in 
Athens and charged with operating 
a motor vehicle with a blood-alco-
hol content over 0.08% and driving 
while intoxicated, both unclassifi ed 
misdemeanors. Reid was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Ariane Biggers, 23, of Jamai-
ca, New York, was arrested Oct. 
16 at 12:18 p.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with second-degree intro-
duction of contraband into a prison, 
a class A misdemeanor. Biggers 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Frederick Carney, 55, of 
Saugerties, was arrested Oct. 18 at 
1:48 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with one count of manufacture of 
drug-related paraphernalia and two 
counts of seventh-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance, both class A misdemeanors. 
Carney was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Amanda Parise, 37, of Catskill, 
was arrested Oct. 18 at 1:54 a.m. in 
Catskill and charged with one count 
of third-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance/narcotics 
with intent to sell, a class B felony; 
one count of fourth-degree crimi-

nal possession of a narcotic drug, a 
class C felony; two counts of sev-
enth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, a class A 
misdemeanor; and one count each 
of manufacture of drug-related par-
aphernalia and second-degree crim-
inal use of drug paraphernalia, both 
class A misdemeanors. Parise was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Brian Backis, 53, of Leeds, 
was arrested Oct. 17 at 11:27 p.m. 
in Cairo and charged with operating 
a motor vehicle with a blood-alco-
hol content over 0.08% and driving 
while intoxicated, both unclassifi ed 
misdemeanors. Backis was issued 
an appearance ticket.

■ Jeffrey Young, 51, of Cox-
sackie, was arrested Oct. 19 at 10:15 
a.m. in Coxsackie and charged with 
second-degree criminal contempt/
disobeying a court order, a class A 
misdemeanor. Young was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Donald Blowers, 52, of Cox-
sackie, was arrested Oct. 19 at 2:01 
p.m. in Athens and charged with 
third-degree criminal possession 
of a weapon/previous conviction, 
a class D felony, and fourth-degree 
criminal possession of a weapon/
fi rearm and fourth-degree criminal 
possession of a weapon/convicted 
felon, both class A misdemeanors. 
Blowers was held.

■ Amy Staley, 43, of Leeds, was 
arrested Oct. 20 at 8:40 a.m. in Cai-

ro and charged with manufacture of 
drug-related paraphernalia and sev-
enth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, both class A 
misdemeanors, and second-degree 
aggravated unlicensed operation 
of a motor vehicle, an unclassifi ed 
misdemeanor. Staley was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Austin Brewer, 26, of Free-
hold, was arrested Oct. 22 at 2:45 
a.m. in Kingston and charged with 
seventh-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class A 
misdemeanor. Brewer was issued 
an appearance ticket.

■ Tara Speck, 36, of Camp Hill, 
Pennsylvania, was arrested Oct. 
21 at 11:04 p.m. in Durham and 
charged with operation of a motor 
vehicle with a blood-alcohol con-
tent over 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassifi ed mis-
demeanors. Speck was released to 
a third party.

■ Shannon Gribben, 22, of 
Watervliet, was arrested Oct. 22 at 
3:22 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with fourth-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
a class C felony, and manufacture 
of drug-related paraphernalia and 
seventh-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, both class 
A misdemeanors. Gribben was re-
leased on her own recognizance.

■ John Cashell, 41, of Pearl 
River, was arrested Oct. 23 at 2:56 

a.m. in Durham and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassifi ed misdemeanors. Cashell 
was released to a third party.

■ Justin Pabellon, 28, of Yon-
kers, was arrested Oct. 22 at 2:23 
p.m. in New Baltimore and charged 
with seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, a 
class A misdemeanor. Pabellon was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Joseph Briggs, 43, of Henson-
ville, was arrested Oct. 23 at 9:40 
a.m. in Windham and charged with 
aggravated unlicensed operation of 
a motor vehicle, a class E felony. 
Briggs was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Shauna Cripps, 30, of Stuyve-
sant, was arrested Oct. 24 at 1:18 
a.m. in Cairo and charged with two 
counts of seventh-degree criminal 
possessession of a controlled sub-
stance, a class A misdemeanor, and 
one count of false personation, a 
class B misdemeanor. Cripps was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Jordan Nelson, 26, of Ravena, 
was arrested Oct. 26 at 11:04 p.m. 
in New Baltimore and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated with 
a previous conviction in 10 years, 
both class E felonies. Nelson was 
issued an appearance ticket.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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Social Security and Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI) benefi ts 
for approximately 70 million Amer-
icans will increase 8.7% in 2023, 
the Social Security Administration 
announced last week.  

On average, Social Security 
benefi ts will increase by more than 
$140 per month starting in January.

The 8.7% cost-of-living adjust-
ment (COLA) will begin with ben-
efi ts payable to more than 65 mil-
lion Social Security benefi ciaries in 
January 2023. Increased payments 
to more than 7 million SSI benefi -
ciaries will begin on Dec. 30, 2022. 
(Note: Some people receive both 
Social Security and SSI benefi ts).  

The Social Security Act ties 
the annual COLA to the increase 
in the Consumer Price Index as 
determined by the Department of 
Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics.

“Medicare premiums are going 
down and Social Security benefi ts 
are going up in 2023, which will 
give seniors more peace of mind and 
breathing room,” Acting Commis-
sioner Kilolo Kijakazi said. “This 
year’s substantial Social Security 
cost-of-living adjustment is the fi rst 
time in over a decade that Medicare 
premiums are not rising and shows 
that we can provide more support to 
older Americans who count on the 
benefi ts they have earned.”

Some other adjustments that 
take effect in January of each year 

are based on the increase in aver-
age wages. Based on that increase, 
the maximum amount of earnings 
subject to the Social Security tax 
(taxable maximum) will increase to 
$160,200 from $147,000.

Social Security and SSI benefi -
ciaries are normally notifi ed by mail 
starting in early December about 
their new benefi t amount. The fast-
est way to fi nd out their new benefi t 
amount is to access their personal 
my Social Security account to view 
the COLA notice online. It’s secure, 
easy, and people fi nd out before the 
mail arrives. People can also opt to 
receive a text or email alert when 
there is a new message from Social 
Security — such as their COLA 
notice — waiting for them, rather 
than receiving a letter in the mail. 
People may create or access their 
my Social Security account online 
at www.ssa.gov/myaccount.

Information about Medicare 
changes for 2023 is available at 
www.medicare.gov. For Social 
Security benefi ciaries enrolled in 
Medicare, their new higher 2023 
benefi t amount will be available 
in December through the mailed 
COLA notice and my Social Secu-
rity’s Message Center.

The Social Security Act pro-
vides for how the COLA is calculat-
ed. To read more, please visit www.
ssa.gov/cola.

8.7% hike in Social 
Security 

benefits in 2023
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Cherie Ringwald   
Cherie (Richardson) Ringwald, 67, of Greenville, 

New York passed away unexpectedly on October 
3, 2022. 

Born in 1955 in Corona, California, Cherie 
graduated from Corona High School in 1973 be-
fore attending Long Beach College to pursue her 
dream of becoming a nurse. She worked for the 
Veterans Administration and the Visiting Nurses 
Association of California for several years before 
hanging up her stethoscope and jumping on the 
tech bandwagon to sell Apple computers. Cherie 
went on to work as a Publishing Specialist and 
Computer Trainer in the Graphic Arts Department 
at Parsons Engineering in Pasadena before oper-
ating a dog kennel in Rialto for several years, and 
later retiring to Greenville, NY.

While she missed her friends and family in 
California, and sincerely despised contesting with 
“evil snow,” she greatly enjoyed the slower pace 
of life in the Northeast, the colorful fall leaves and 
listening to the sound of “Grammy’s river” behind 
her house.

Cherie said her final “toodles” to this world and 
was welcomed to the hereafter by her parents, 
James and Nancy (Bronson) Richardson, her 
“partner in crime,” Mario Canchola, and far too 
many deeply beloved pets. She is survived by her 
two daughters, Aimee Robichaud (Noel Allaud) 
and Giselle (Marvin) Childress; her three grand-
sons William and Matthew Robichaud, and Jaxon 
Childress; many cousins; and an abundance of 
dear friends. 

Known as Miss Cherie to most, “The notorious 
Grammy” lived a life unabashed, never hesitated 
to speak her mind, and refused to compromise 
on her beliefs. She will be remembered for her 
satirical sense of humor, her quick wit, her skills 
on the piano, and above all, her deep love of 
animals. She never failed to take the time to stop 
and talk to a dog she met while out in public. 

Cherie loved “cooking for an army,” especially 
Mexican cuisine, and is personally responsible 
for developing her middle grandson’s discerning 
palate. She enjoyed discovering a wide range of 
music available online, spending time reconnect-

ing with old friends on Facebook, and making 
new ones from faraway shores. She was involved 
in multiple groups and greatly enjoyed being an 
administrator for a Facebook group dedicated to 
the German Shepherd dog breed.

Cherie was one of the few people in this world 
who equally enjoyed reading old English litera-
ture, flipping through the Far Side calendar, and 
binge-watching zombie horror movies. She adored 
the Halloween season and, if she were here, 
would probably have a good “witch cackle” about 
passing away during her favorite month of the 
year. We are certain she is displeased to have 
missed this Halloween. 

Although she was very clear that she did not 
want a formal funeral because she felt “they are 
a waste of good money,” Cherie’s daughters 
decided to spring for an urn. Her family will wel-
come visitors to gather casually in her memory at 
her eldest daughter’s home in Greenville, NY, on 
Saturday, November 5. A larger memorial celebra-
tion of Cherie’s life will be held at a later date in 
California.

Arrangements by A.J. Cunningham Funeral 
Home, Greenville. To leave a message of condo-
lence for Cherie’s family, visit www.ajcunningham-
fh.com.

View Cherie’s Memorial Slideshow on YouTube 
at: https://youtu.be/UqT5z0Yu3e0

Cherie Ringwald   

Obituaries

National Bank 
of Coxsackie 

announces Small 
Business Loans special

COXSACKIE – In re-
sponse to rising interest rates 
issued by the Federal Reserve 
to slow infl ation, the Nation-
al Bank of Coxsackie (NBC) 
has initiated a Small Business 
Loans(1) Special.

Qualifying small business 
customers will be able to ap-
ply for commercial install-
ment loans at a fi xed rate as 
low as 3.99% APR(2) for up 
to 60 months.

“NBC is committed to sup-
port communities by helping 
businesses with their fund-
ing needs at competitive in-
terest rates,” said Charlene 
L. Slemp, vice president and 
chief credit offi cer for the 
bank. “We’ve specifi cally al-
located $250,000 in funding 
to provide loans to new busi-
nesses with a particular focus 
on Women & Minority owned 

businesses. This is an excit-
ing special for us to be able 
to offer and we’ll be able to 
help many local businesses se-
cure the funding they need to 
grow.”  

Interested small business 
customers are encouraged to 
apply at their earliest conve-
nience, either online at https://
w w w. n b c o x s a c k i e . c o m /
nbc-express.php or in person 
at their local branch.  

The minimum loan amount 
is $10,000, and it must close 
by Dec. 31, 2022, to qualify 
for the low fi xed rate.

(1) Pending credit approv-
al. Installment loans only. 
Real estate related loans not 
included

 (2) APR= Annual Percent-
age Rate. Member FDIC. For 
full terms and conditions see 
local branch.

ALBANY — New York State 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation Commissioner Ba-
sil Seggos announced the start 
of the DEC’s annual Arbor Day 
poster contest. 

Each year, DEC’s Urban and 
Community Forestry Program co-
ordinates the contest to promote 
the value of trees in the environ-
ment and New Yorkers’ lives. The 
winner of the contest will have 
their photo or artwork reproduced 
as the 2023 Arbor Day Poster to 
commemorate the holiday.

“Arbor Day reminds us to 
appreciate the immeasurable ben-
efi ts trees provide to ecosystems, 
public health and the fi ght against 
climate change,” Seggos said. “I 
invite all New Yorkers to high-
light the beauty and importance 
of New York’s trees with their 
photography and artwork.”

The annual Arbor Day poster 
contest is sponsored by the New 
York State Arbor Day Commit-
tee, which includes DEC, the 
Empire State Forestry Founda-
tion, the New York State Arborist 
Association, state Department of 
Agriculture and Markets, and Syl-

vamo North America. 
DEC will accept original 

photograph and artwork submis-
sions on behalf of the committee 
through Dec. 31. Entries must 
feature trees within New York 
state and should be sent to arbor-
day@dec.ny.gov.

“In addition to their scenic 
beauty, trees provide useful wood 
products, help mitigate stormwa-
ter, and improve water quality,” 
state Agriculture Commissioner 
Richard A. Ball said. “The Arbor 
Day poster contest is a wonderful 
celebration of New York’s trees 
and their contributions to our 
lives.”

All participants are required 
to complete the poster contest 
submission form. Model consent 
forms are additionally required 
for any discernable persons in 
photos. To access these forms and 
more information about the con-
test, visit DEC’s website or email 
arborday@dec.ny.gov.

To obtain past New York State 
Arbor Day posters, contact any 
local DEC forestry offi ce or call 
518-402-9428.

DEC launches 
annual Arbor Day 

poster contest

Rosina Mirabelli
GREENVILLE — Rosina Mira-

belli died peacefully on Monday, 
Oct. 17, 2022, at St. Peter’s 
Nursing Home in Albany. 

She was born on Jan. 26, 
1929, in Casacalenda, Italy. At 
7 years old, she came to the 
U.S. with her mother and broth-
er to join her father in New York 
City. She was married in 1948 
to Sam Mirabelli. They moved 
to Greenville in 1950 and that 
became their home.

She worked as a seamstress 
to help support her family. Wid-
owed in 1980, she later cared 
for her parents and provided 
childcare for her grandchildren. 

Rosina was an active member 
of St. John the Baptist Church, 
the Rosary Altar Society and 
served as a Eucharistic Minis-
ter. She enjoyed opera, travel 
and gardening, but above all, 
she enjoyed the close company 
of her family — Sunday dinners 
were the highlight of her week. 
Her unfailing love will be greatly 

missed. 
In addition to her parents, 

Pasquale and Teresa Melfi, and 
her husband Sam, she was pre-
deceased by her brother Frank 
and his wife Maria, and many 
other family and dear friends. 

Rosina is survived by her 
four children, Thomas (Linda 
Swartz), Robert, Eileen (former 
son-in-law Andrew Elsbree), and 
Linda (David Lord). She is also 

survived by five grandchildren, 
Alida Elsbree Fabian (Mike), 
Caleb Elsbree, Liz Mirabelli Nye 
(Dan), Emma and Rita Lord, and 
two great-grandchildren, Eva and 
Cori Fabian, who were a source 
of great joy. 

The family would like to thank 
the staff at St. Peter’s Nursing 
Home for their compassionate 
care. 

Calling hours were held on 
Friday, Oct. 21, at the A.J. Cun-
ningham Funeral Home, 4898 
State Route 81, Greenville. A 
funeral Mass was held on Satur-
day, Oct. 22, at 1:30 p.m. at St. 
John the Baptist Church, 4987 
State Route 81, Greenville, fol-
lowed by burial in the Greenville 
Cemetery.  

Memorial donations may be 
made to St. John the Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 340, Green-
ville, NY 12083. Condolences 
can be posted at ajcunningham-
fh.com.  

Rosina Mirabelli
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Chase makes bid for 
102nd Assembly District

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent 
Media

Democratic candi-
date Nicholas Chase is 
running to unseat incum-
bent Assemblyman Chris 
Tague in the 102nd As-
sembly District.

“I grew up on a small 
farm outside of Oneon-
ta, New York, and went 
on to study pre-law 
and political science 
at Hartwick College,” 
Chase said. “About three 
years into my degree I hit 
some financial hardship 
and needed to take an indefinite leave of 
absence. This coincided with the start of 
the pandemic, so I wasn’t sure what I was 
going to do for work. I started substitute 
teaching at a local school.”

Chase worked at the school on a per 
diem basis for the rest of the academic year, 
and decided he liked teaching so much he 
wanted to return. He was assigned to teach 
middle school science and later taught 
fourth grade, before moving on to teaching 
high school English.

His time as a teacher motivated Chase 
to run for political office, he said.

“Those students, and conversations 
with those students, are what inspired me to 
run for office,” he said. “Middle schoolers 
complain about everything under the sun. 
They would complain about high gas pric-
es, the low price of milk because a lot of 
them are farmers — this is a conservative 
district. And they complained about Dem-
ocrats, and as a Democrat, I was upset that 
our youth was viewing us this way, so I de-
cided to run to host a bipartisan campaign 
to get things done and ensure Central New 
York works for my students post-gradua-
tion.”

He said he wants to bridge the gap be-
tween the two major political parties.

“We need bipartisan representatives. 
We have 13-year-olds with a hatred to-
wards Democrats because that’s all they are 
taught,” Chase said. “And you have Dem-
ocrats who have a hatred of Republicans. 
We need to understand that compromise 
is key. I’m running a bipartisan campaign. 
We need to realize that all of us want the 
same thing — we want a better place to live 
in New York. And if we stop fighting each 
other, we will be able to get that.”

Chase thinks expanding access to 
broadband is one of the 102nd Assembly 
District’s most significant challenges.

“The lack of broadband is an import-
ant one. The pandemic really exacerbated 
that,” Chase said. “We need broadband to 
succeed in such a technologically advanced 
society. I had kids that would miss out on 
lessons because they weren’t able to Zoom 
in, especially with the quarantines that 
would happen here and there. There is a 
huge learning gap that resulted because of 
the lack of broadband and it’s important for 
our small businesses, as well as homeown-
ers. A lot of them don’t have access, espe-
cially in upstate New York.”

Aiding farmers is another key issue, he 
said.

“I talk to farmers a lot because this is a 
very agriculture-based district and a lot of 
them are worried about the property taxes,” 
Chase said. “I think the property taxes are 
too high — it is really bogging them down. 
So I did some research — no one ever pro-
poses solutions, they just say, ‘I stand by 
farmers’ — and I looked into the past.”

Chase said he would propose legislation 
similar to a Depression-era solution — the 
Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1933 — to 
help farmers with their property taxes, he 

said. His plan would 
add a tax to industry that 
buys raw materials from 
farms, and then turn that 
money over to the farm-
ers to cut down on their 
property taxes.

He also thinks that as 
a rural district, schools 
in the 102nd Assembly 
District need a boost in 
funding.

“Our rural schools 
are chronically under-
funded and with educa-
tion being the biggest 
part of the budget, you 

would think that wasn’t an issue, but it is,” 
Chase said.

With agriculture a major industry in the 
district, Chase said he would not vote along 
party lines on a contentious issue in the re-
gion — whether the overtime threshold for 
farm workers should be lowered. Farmers 
have come out against the change, which 
was approved recently by the state’s Farm 
Laborers Wage Board. The move received 
support from many state Democrats, but 
was fiercely opposed by most Republicans.

“I would have voted against that,” 
Chase said. “I think a lot of people pushing 
that bill aren’t experienced when it comes 
to small farms in upstate New York. We 
can’t put them out of business. I understand 
the logic behind it and it looks good on pa-
per, but when put into practice, our farmers 
are really struggling.”

To spur economic growth as inflation 
and gas prices remain stubbornly high, 
Chase said he would look to bring new in-
dustry into the district.

“I think reindustrializing our area is 
what is going to be best for our economy,” 
he said. “Farming is a big part of it, but 
we’ve got to work on both — industry and 
farming are both essential aspects of that. 
As for rising prices, I know it’s difficult — 
I have to drive to work every day, I have 
to buy groceries as well, this is just some-
thing we are going to have to deal with for 
a short period of time until we are able to 
overcome it because it is a global issue.”

With abortion and reproductive rights 
taking center stage on a national and state 
level, Chase said he supports the pro-choice 
movement.

“I am a firm supporter of abortion rights 
and women’s health care,” Chase said. “As 
a man, I have no right to tell a woman what 
she can and can’t do with her body. A lot of 
Republicans that want government to stay 
out of their lives don’t realize that banning 
a woman from having an abortion is com-
ing into someone’s life and telling them 
what to do with their body. They need to 
realize the hypocrisy of that so we can fix 
the situation.” 

“I am very glad that abortion was safe-
guarded in New York’s Constitution — that 
bill was passed basically codifying it — and 
I would support Gov. [Kathy] Hochul’s bill 
to allow out-of-state people to be protected 
if they seek an abortion in New York state,” 
he added. “I agree with that 100% because 
it’s a fact — it is getting outlawed in other 
states around the nation and if they want to 
come to New York to get their abortion, I 
would welcome them with open arms.”

Watch the full interview with Demo-
cratic candidate Nicholas Chase, running 
for the 102nd Assembly District, on The-
Upstater.com.

Election Day will be Nov. 8.

Tague seeks re-election in 
102nd Assembly District

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent 
Media

Incumbent Assem-
blyman Chris Tague, 
R-102, is seeking re-elec-
tion to his third full term 
in the state Assembly on 
Election Day.

“I was born and 
raised in Schoharie — 
I was a dairy farmer,” 
Tague said. “I sold my 
cows in 1993 and went 
to work for Cobleskill 
Stone Products where 
I worked my way from 
a laborer up to gener-
al manager for the company. When I was 
elected in a special election for the state 
Assembly in April 2018, I retired from my 
position at Cobleskill Stone, so I do this 
full-time.”

Tague graduated from Schoharie Cen-
tral School District and until the last session 
in the Assembly, had been the only member 
of either the state Senate or Assembly to 
graduate from a BOCES program. 

He decided to get involved in state gov-
ernment as a way of ensuring rural commu-
nities receive their fair share.

“I did very well for myself and my fami-
ly. I was just fed up with what was going on 
in our state and felt that rural upstate New 
York has been underserved and their voices 
weren’t heard,” Tague said. “I decided to 
run for the Assembly and I was successful. 
My main thing has been making sure that 
rural upstate New York has a voice and a 
seat at the table.”

During his time in office, Tague said 
one of his accomplishments he is most 
proud of is working on agricultural issues.

“I am the ranking member on the state 
Assembly Committee on Agriculture, and I 
think during the COVID crisis a lot of the 
information I put together in a bill out of 
my Food Insecurity/Farm Resiliency pro-
gram ended up being what we now call the 
Nourish NY program,” Tague said. “Also, 
the fact that I have been fighting to get 
whole milk put back in our schools — that 
is another area. Leader [William] Barclay 
and I are co-sponsors of the Inflation Re-
duction Plan, which would help our small 
businesses, help our communities, help our 
senior citizens.”

Tague has also worked to bring rural 
issues to his downstate colleagues, he said.

“Probably the biggest thing is realizing 
that a lot of our suburban and city members 
in the state Assembly and the Senate are not 
familiar with rural upstate New York nor 
how important agriculture is,” Tague said. 
“I have done my ‘farm tour’ — this year 
was the fifth farm tour that we did.”

The annual tour brings together law-
makers from across the state, students in-
volved in 4H and FFA (Future Farmers of 
America), local and state farm bureaus, and 
other agriculture-based entities for a tour 
to learn the needs and challenges farmers 
face.

“The Farm Laborers Wage Board is a 
perfect example of an ill-advised program,” 
Tague said, referring to a state decision to 
reduce the threshold at which farmers must 
pay overtime to their workers from 60 
hours to 40 hours. 

“Many of the folks that were in favor 
of it in the majority, from New York City, 
have since changed their mind and a lot of 
them tell me it was because they went on 
my farm tour and they spoke to the farmers 
personally, and now they get it,” he said.

Tague said when he first ran for office, 
he was told he would not be able to get 
much done as a Republican because he was 
in the minority party.

“I disagree. I have 
brought in anywhere 
from a half a million to a 
million dollars in funding 
for local libraries, school 
libraries, school fund-
ing,” he said. “In Greene 
County, we brought in 
funding for the county 
office building to make 
it accessible to folks who 
are handicapped. I was 
able to secure money 
for the Thruway exit in 
Catskill.”

Tague added he has 
secured funding for nu-
merous projects, includ-

ing monies allocated to school districts, 
funds to help build a new firehouse in 
Schoharie County, and for other organiza-
tions in the 102nd Assembly District.

“As far as the funding end goes, I think 
I have been able to do as much as just about 
any other member and I have tried to put it 
where I think it counts the most,” he added.

With inflation and gas prices remaining 
high, Tague said economic growth can be 
spurred by building on one of the district’s 
most viable industries — agriculture.

“We need to embrace agriculture,” he 
said. “Agriculture is still the number one 
economic driver in upstate New York.”

Broadband is another key issue Tague 
wants to continue focusing on. There are 
still many areas that are underserved, he 
said, and lack of broadband access can pose 
a safety and security issue as well as being 
a necessary function of daily life.

“Broadband in today’s world is a neces-
sity because people don’t have landlines 
anymore,” he said. “When you have an 
emergency and you have to get in your ve-
hicle to drive three miles down the road to 
call 911, that’s a serious issue.”

Tague said he has reached across the 
aisle to work with his Democratic col-
leagues in the area to secure funding for 
broadband.

As the nation continues to grapple with 
issues related to abortion and reproductive 
rights, Tague said he does not believe the 
issue will impact residents in New York, 
where he says abortion rights are safe. 

“I am pro-life — I was born and raised 
a devout Irish Catholic, however I feel that 
somebody that has been raped or has gone 
through sexual abuse or incest, I believe 
they should have a choice — between them 
and their doctor — whether to have an 
abortion,” Tague said. “I also believe that if 
the mother or the child has a life-threaten-
ing situation, that between her and the doc-
tor they should be able to make that choice. 
I don’t believe that anything in New York is 
ever going to change. Right now, abortion 
is legal up until the day of birth. That’s not 
going to change — it has been codified here 
in New York.”

He does believe late-term abortions 
should not be allowed, except in cases of 
rape, incest or a life-threatening situation.

Tague said he does not support a federal 
abortion ban.

“I think it’s nowhere near the business 
of the federal government to be making 
those kinds of decisions for all the states,” 
he said. “I actually believe the Supreme 
Court got it right — I think shifting it back 
to the states was the right decision and I 
don’t understand why anyone else doesn’t 
see it that way.”

Watch the full interview with Repub-
lican candidate Chris Tague, running for 
re-election to the 102nd Assembly District, 
on TheUpstater.com.

Election Day will be Nov. 8.

Nicholas Chase Assemblyman Chris Tague

LANSINGBURGH — In Au-
gust 2022, the New York State Of-
fice of Mental Health announced 
that the Lansingburgh Central 
School District was awarded 
$2,388,300 and approved to sub-
contract with St. Catherine’s Cen-
ter for Children to deliver student 
mental health services with Rens-
selaer County. 

Through this partnership, St. 
Catherine’s Center for Children 
will be a resource for Lansing-
burgh students and their families.

The partnership will allow St. 
Catherine’s Center for Children 
to make necessary mental health 
needs assessments, providing vi-
tal linkage to community-based 
services within the school district 
for students in all grades. Togeth-

er, the district, Rensselaer County 
and St. Catherine’s will jointly 
seek to improve the mental health 
and well-being of students and 
their families by boosting both 
prevention efforts to reduce the 
number of presenting problems 
while connecting students to crit-
ically needed support.

With this grant, Lansingburgh 
will be able to continue contract-
ing with Rensselaer County De-
partment of Health for the pre-
vention specialist currently onsite 
at Lansingburgh High School 
(grades 9-12). Additionally, it 
will allow the district to contract 
with Rensselaer County for a sec-
ond prevention specialist who 
will be located at Rensselaer Park 
Elementary School (grades 3-5). 

The prevention specialists 
provide school-based mental 
health and addiction prevention 
services for district students and 
their families. They do this in 
a variety of ways — by provid-
ing evidence-based educational 
curriculum, giving assessments, 
individual/group/family counsel-
ing, giving service referrals and 
more.

“Our mission is to provide a 
safe and nurturing educational 
environment where high expecta-
tions, rigor, life-long learning and 
civic responsibility are developed 
and encouraged,” said Dr. An-
tonio Abitabile, Lansingburgh’s 
superintendent of schools. “With 
St. Catherine’s, we’ll be able to 
ensure the greatest probability 

of successful mental health out-
comes for all the students in the 
district.”

St. Catherine’s has a long his-
tory of collaborative relationships 
with governmental, not-for-prof-
it social service agencies, and 
school districts in Albany, Rens-
selaer and surrounding counties 
in the Capital District. Through 
years of active management of 
prevention-based mental health 
and rehabilitative clinical support 
services for children and youth, 
St. Catherine’s is experienced in 
navigating the complexities of 
community services and health 
organizations and serves youth 
mental health needs in Rensselaer 
County.

“Our mission is to address and 

improve social wellbeing as well 
as the physical and mental health 
conditions that negatively impact 
the community and its members,” 
said Frank Pindiak, executive di-
rector of St. Catherine’s Center 
for Children. “Increasing engage-
ment in mental health services 
improves overall family func-
tioning, creating a more stable 
and supportive environment for 
children, which in turn will help 
students with their own mental 
health challenges.”

The grant, which is part of an 
additional initiative from the Of-
fice of Mental Health, was jointly 
written by the Foundation of St. 
Catherine’s Center for Children 
and the Lansingburgh Central 
School District.

Lansingburgh to partner with St. Catherine’s 
for student mental health support
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Fuel Oil with a 30 Mile Delivery Service & Competitive Pricing
OR Switch from Oil to LP/Natural Gas - same day in some cases!
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HAPPINESS IS A WARM PUPPY
AND A WARM HEART

518-756-3127

By Pat Larsen
For Capital Region Independent Media

If I could save time in a bottle...
“If I could save time in a bottle, the 

first thing
that I’d like to do, is save every day 

‘til eternity passes away
just to spend them with you...” Jim 

Croce 
I am having a thought-provoking day, 

a time between the seasons. Not quite 
ready to say goodbye to the ease and 
freedoms of summer and yet, accept-
ing that a vast array of celebrations are 
indeed in my future as fall, then winter 
approaches. The colors are still vibrant 
all around as the shift is to warmer hues 
of cinnamon and gold. The mornings 
are softer, allowing for the gentle fog to 
lift revealing the vibrancy of bright blue 
cloudless skies. The mountains peek 
through by late morning, reminding us 
of the constancy of their presence; I just 
love metaphors like that.

The sun’s rays are present in a very 
welcoming way, now with less intensity 
than this past summer’s heat wave cre-
ated. 

We, each in our own way, are now 
letting go of the urgencies of what re-
mains of the pandemic and what will 
come next for us.

I even forget sometimes that we were 
all under that frightful umbrella of “what 
now...?”

Then, Queen Elizabeth died. Person-

ally, I felt a deep loss.
I thought about her 96 

years and realized many 
were feeling as I was, that 
someone significant had 
passed from all our lives.

I’m not, in any way, 
speaking of her role as the 
“head of state” of England. 
However, it was as though 
a person of traditions, 
values and substance was 
now gone from this world. 
THAT impacted me.

And so, happenstance 
led me to hear a song by Jim Croce, the 
title of this column, that sat me at my lap 
top, writing about this subject.

What “time” would “I” want to put in 
a bottle, “make last forever” and treasure 
ever more? 

Now, 2022, or the time I had growing 
up in the ‘50s?

It seemed like such an important 
question. It would’ve been much easier 
to just “go on” as England buried their 
Queen.

But, I felt very differently. It was, for 
me, a time to get quiet and think through 
the impactful words laid down by this 
song writer.

By the way, this song was written and 
released in 1972.

My generation has indeed expe-
rienced so very much in our lifetime 
since then. The expression “back in 

the day” is coined and re-
ferred to probably one or 
more times in a day in my 
household. Maybe yours as 
well. Being called a “Baby 
Boomer” has less emotion-
al impact than when it was 
first declared by my teen-
age grandkids now, those 
Gen Z-ers.

 “There never seems 
to be enough time to do 
the things you want to do, 
once you find them...”

All of this being said, 
and THANK YOU MR. 

CROCE for the inspiration today, have 
you considered what you’d save in that 
bottle before “eternity passed away?”

Here’s my answer. I’d want to be 
known for my perseverance under ad-
versity as a generation that grew up 
seeking to change things but a bit more 
kindly and gently.

I may have been part of a “burn your 
bra” era, but I maintained my personal 
dignity in doing so. I choose NOT to use 
drugs despite the peer pressure of my 
youth to be part of something different.

I honored the gift of my health and 
my parents keeping a roof over my head 
and food on the table. I always, in every 
election, took my civic duty very seri-
ously, and voted. I then accepted the re-
sults and left the newly elected officials 
to go to work.

Now, I spend significant time with 
all of my grandchildren, teaching them 
about the importance of family and 
friendships. I’d make sure to be avail-
able to pass down holiday traditions and 
allow for their ideas to become part of 
their process.

Practicing my faith and my belief 
system would be the platforms from 
which to start conversations. I’d share 
my life in stories by teaching important 
life lessons within each.

If I could save time in a bottle, I’d 
embrace my generation’s enormous suc-
cesses and even their failures to learn 
from.

I’d treasure every day and never 
waste a moment complaining about the 
chaos that now envelopes us. I’d shine 
a beam of light on the memories and in 
doing so, I’d do it all again...

So then, the choice to carry on is set. 
Life is challenging, not only as we age, 
but now at any age. Steadfastness, and 
by our own good example, as Queen 
Elizabeth has shown us, IS the answer to 
the riddle… what would we want to put 
in that bottle for all time?

My rambling, reflecting, contemplat-
ing and letting the words flow might not 
add up to a re-definition of Jim Croce’s 
lyrics, but it has helped me to carry on 
today and live life to the fullest, if only 
for one day at a time. 

If you made it to the end of this col-
umn, I thank you for hanging in there. 
I’m hoping you’ll spend a few minutes 
of your own time lost in thoughts. It ac-
tually felt good to me.

Wellness Corner by Pat: Some might 
even call spending this quiet reflective 
time a means of meditation. As someone 
who takes time to begin each day, med-
itating, I know how beneficial it can be 
to establishing my day in a positive way.

Meditation is not necessarily sitting 
cross-legged (ouch) on a mat (I mean, 
getting up after sitting on the floor is yet 
another challenge in itself) and spend-
ing time trying to empty the mind... I 
have to stop myself now. However, day-
dreaming while you watch the last of the 
hummingbirds at your feeder; looking 
off into the tree line as the immediate vi-
cinity blurs; taking some time to create 
a Gratitude journal, are all a means of 
meditation.

Our minds are always ON these days, 
especially if you’re connected through 
social media. Even if you’re not, the 
pace of this modern society doesn’t al-
low for much downtime. 

There are wonderful CD’s that can 
help you learn about meditation and its 
incredible health benefits. You just sit 
and listen to the guided format. Or you 
join a group that perhaps teaches a pro-
gram. It’s well worth stepping up to this 
form of mind clearing. Consider it. Or 
just ask me. I not only teach the art of 
meditating specific to your needs, I do 
programs that let you practice and learn 
about it. Join me sometime.

You can reach Pat at 518-275-8686 
by text or by calling. Message me on 
Facebook, Pat Larsen. Or by email at 
pelarsen5@aol.com.

Time in a bottle
Body Mind and Spirit... Connections

Pat Larsen

BODY MIND AND SPIRIT

FULL SERVICE 
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR SHOP

- 27 Years in Business -

AAA Approved Auto Repair 
NAPA Auto Care Member

• Alignments 
• NYS Inspections
• Transmissions
• Brakes
• Engine Overhauls

• Fuel Injection
• Computer Diagnosis
• Electrical
• Suspension & More
• We Even Sell Tires!
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Hinchey makes re-election bid 
in 41st Senate District

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent 
Media

State Sen. Michelle 
Hinchey, D-46, will run 
against another incum-
bent in the newly formed 
41st state Senate District.

“I currently represent 
the 46th District, which 
includes part of Ulster 
County, all of Greene 
County and then part of 
Albany, Schenectady and 
all of Montgomery Coun-
ty,” Hinchey explained. 
“Every 10 years, with the 
census, any district that is 
based on population gets new district lines.”

According to the redistricting commis-
sion that redrew the Senate lines this year, 
Hinchey, who resides in Ulster County, now 
lives and will run in the 41st Senate District.

Hinchey, who is the daughter of the late 
U.S. Rep. Maurice Hinchey, was born and 
raised in Saugerties, attended Cornell Uni-
versity and graduated during the recession of 
2009. She got a job from an internship she 
held as a student and went into communica-
tions for technology and media companies 
for the next 10 years. 

“But at the end of the day, I felt that there 
was a lot more to do and to give back and to 
be involved,” she said. “I learned that from 
both of my parents, but especially from my 
father, who himself was in elected offi ce. He 
worked his way up from a tollbooth worker 
to being in the House of Representatives.”

That spurred her to seek elected offi ce as 
well, and two years ago she won the Senate 
seat in the 46th District.

“I wanted to give upstate New York and 
the Hudson Valley, our more rural commu-
nities, a real seat at the table to actually talk 
about and advocate for the issues that we are 
facing that have often been left on the table 
for too long, and to really be a voice in Alba-
ny so we can get good stuff done,” Hinchey 
said. “I’m really proud of the work we’ve 
done over the last two years on that front.”

As a freshman senator, she “got very 
busy, very quickly,” she said.

“I am really proud that in my fi rst term, 
I passed 53 bills through the Legislature,” 
Hinchey said. “That is the most of any leg-
islator in Albany and 52 of those bills passed 
with bipartisan support, some of them even 
unanimously, showing that we are building 
coalitions. I work across the aisle — me and 
my team — and we really get stuff done and 
we are delivering for our communities.”

One of the achievements she has been 
most proud of during her fi rst term in the 
Senate was getting state funding for Catskill 
Park, she said.

“So much of our environmental budget, if 
it goes towards stewarding land, goes to the 
Adirondacks,” Hinchey said. “We appreciate 
the Adirondacks, we love the Adirondacks, 
but the Catskills are so important.”

Hinchey said she fought to include 
Catskill Park in the state budget for the fi rst 
time, under two line items.

As chairwoman of the Senate’s Agricul-
ture Committee, she worked to help local 
farms, she noted.

“I have been able to deliver the best bud-
get for agriculture two years in a row in the 
state’s history, really supporting our family 
farms, and they are the types of farms that are 
here in New York state, which are small- and 
medium-sized family farms,” she said. 

Additional state funding for road im-
provements was another goal Hinchey 
worked towards through the Consolidated 
Local Street and Highway Improvement 
Program, or CHIPs.

“I was able to fi ght for and secure the 
biggest funding investment in CHIPs fund-
ing and highway road improvement — re-
ally important for our communities, really 
important specifi cally for Greene County — 
and we were able to deliver $6.3 million for 
Greene County alone in highway funding, 
which is new jobs, keeping people safe, sup-
porting our businesses and so many others,” 
she said.

According to Hinchey, 
housing is a major issue 
that needs to be addressed 
in the district.

“We were facing a 
housing crisis prior to 
the pandemic, but we’ve 
seen that skyrocket over 
the last handful of years,” 
she said. “People don’t 
think about housing cri-
ses in upstate communi-
ties, in more rural areas, 
but we are facing one so 
I am really proud that I 
was able to deliver the 
largest investment in up-
state and rural housing 
the state ever had this 

past year with $236 million. That is funding 
to help build more workforce housing and 
affordable housing, and also helping things 
like small rental development units, which is 
housing of 20 units or less, which is what we 
need in our more rural areas.”

Dealing with short-term rentals, such as 
the proliferation of Airbnbs, is also key to 
solving the housing crisis, she said.

“Short-term rentals are a really important 
part of our economic drivers — it’s how so 
many of our small towns and communities 
survived the pandemic. It’s why our restau-
rants stayed open, our small businesses sur-
vived, our Main Streets, and also our sales 
tax, making sure that everyone’s bottom line 
stayed as stable as possible,” Hinchey noted. 
“However, it’s really strangling much of our 
housing stock and each individual communi-
ty needs to have the tools and the information 
to be able to determine for themselves what 
they need to do to combat their housing is-
sues.”

A bill Hinchey introduced would create 
the fi rst statewide registry of short-term rent-
als so municipalities can “make sure they are 
actually getting the money that they are owed 
by short-term rentals.”

If re-elected, Hinchey wants to work to 
make sure rural communities have access to 
health care, she said. A bill she championed 
through the Senate created the Rural Am-
bulance Services Task Force to identify and 
address the issues faced by rural ambulance 
squads.

To improve employment opportunities 
during a period of high infl ation, Hinchey 
said she fought for workforce development 
funding.

“We secured $115 million for a work-
force development grant, which includes a 
$65 million carve-out to support early job 
connections for young people taking non-tra-
ditional pathways and training, having better 
tie-ins with BOCES, making sure people 
know what jobs are out there,” she said.

With areas of the district still lacking 
broadband access, Hinchey called it “uncon-
scionable” that some New Yorkers still don’t 
have access to reliable internet service. Part 
of the problem is that in the past the state has 
used census data to determine how much of 
the state is wired for high-speed broadband, 
she said. 

“Census track numbers do not work for 
rural communities,” she said. “We were 
able to successfully put in a study for house-
hold-level data to actually understand what 
the real landscape looks like. That study is 
underway and because of that, we were able 
to secure a billion dollars in the budget to ac-
tually build out internet service.”

Reproductive rights and abortion care are 
issues under discussion on the national stage, 
and Hinchey said she is pro-choice. 

“I truly believe that the overturning of 
Roe v. Wade — the Dobbs decision — was a 
travesty,” she said. “When that decision was 
leaked, we passed a slate of bills in May to 
protect people’s rights, especially those that 
come to our state seeking health care because 
reproductive care is health care and health 
care is a human right.”

Watch the full interview with Democrat-
ic candidate state Sen. Michelle Hinchey, 
running for the 41st state Senate District, at 
www.theupstater.com.

Election Day will be Nov. 8.

Serino running in newly created 
41st state Senate District

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent 
Media

State Sen. Sue Seri-
no, R-41, is running for 
re-election in the new-
ly created 41st state 
Senate District.

The Senate’s dis-
trict lines were redrawn 
by the state earlier this 
year.

“With redistricting, 
I’ve actually had three 
maps,” Serino said. 
“With the final map, it 
goes from Hyde Park 
north, where I live in 
Dutchess County, and all of Columbia 
and Greene counties and the river side 
of Ulster County. That’s the map we 
have right now.”

Serino began working early in life 
and said she understands the finan-
cial struggles many families are going 
through.

“I’m somebody who started work-
ing at the age of 15,” she said. “I was 
a single mom for a period of my life, 
and that’s why I think, especially to-
day, I understand what is going on with 
people — living paycheck to paycheck 
— and that panic that sets in when you 
are confronted with so many bills. A lot 
of people are in that situation right now 
and there is a lot of fear going on com-
ing up on winter with high utility costs, 
fuel oil costs, especially for seniors.”

Serino owned several businesses 
during her career.

“I had opened up a childcare busi-
ness so I could be home with my son 
during the day and later on I opened 
up a real estate business to help people 
make their dreams come true, and I’ve 
been doing that ever since. I absolute-
ly love it,” Serino said. “But it was be-
cause of my real estate business that I 
got involved in politics.”

Serino said she and her husband 
bought an 1800s house and went to the 
town for approvals to renovate it. They 
were told there were numerous require-
ments but that the planning board only 
meets once a month.

“That was something that didn’t 
make sense to me so I ran and served on 
the town board, then the county Legis-
lature, and then the Senate asked me to 
run,” Serino said, adding that serving in 
public office was not something she had 
planned.

During her time in the state Senate, 
Serino has worked to bring several im-
provements to the district, she said.

“The Pudding Street overpass [on 
the Taconic State Parkway] was a huge 
endeavor,” Serino said. “A woman start-
ed that, Sue Kelly, over 20 years ago, 
trying to get that done. I got on a school 
bus with reporters and local elected offi-
cials to drive across the Taconic to show 
how dangerous it was and we were able 
to get funding and now it’s completed. 
We’ve named it the First Responders’ 
Bridge.”

Serino said she also worked to bring 
the Vet to Vet peer assistance program 
to Dutchess County.

“But I think my biggest accomplish-
ment is our constituent services — ours 
are second to none,” she said. “In fact, 
we have other constituents call us for 
help. That is what I am most proud of 
— we have a great team that we put to-
gether and everybody cares as much for 
our neighbors as I do.”

Moving forward, Serino thinks one 
of the top issues facing the district is 
making things more affordable.

“There is so much 
spending, wasteful 
spending, taxes,” Se-
rino said. “There are 
so many things we can 
work on, and we should 
be working on, to make 
it more affordable. I 
think about our seniors 
— I always go back to 
our seniors, but they 
made our communi-
ty what we love today 
and we want to be able 
to keep them here, so 
to make it more afford-
able for them, those are 
the kinds of things we 
need to work on.”

Crime is another issue the state Leg-
islature needs to address, she said.

“Public safety is a huge issue,” ac-
cording to Serino. “When the bail re-
form legislation passed, I had domestic 
violence advocates, DAs (district attor-
neys), law enforcement — Democrats 
and Republicans — come to me and talk 
to me about the loopholes and they real-
ly sounded the alarm. Bail reform start-
ed with the best of intentions — people 
with low-level offenses should not be 
held because they don’t the means. It 
just went too far.”

She would like to see the state take a 
fresh look at bail reform.

Mental health is another issue Serino 
would like to work on.

“Mental health help is something we 
need to address. It’s something we have 
been talking about for years. We need to 
be in the schools more. Kids are asking 
for it — they are begging for help,” she 
said, adding that addressing the opioid 
and substance abuse issue is also crit-
ical.

The state has made progress on 
bringing broadband to areas that are 
currently lacking access, but more 
needs to be done, Serino said.

“We put a large amount of money 
into broadband when Gov. [Andrew] 
Cuomo was in office. It’s crazy that 
there are still pockets of places that 
don’t have broadband services,” she 
said. “We have to make it where it’s 
less expensive, less taxes. The fiber 
optic tax was something we worked on 
last year and we were successful with, 
and we have to do more. I also talked to 
some of the companies and asked them 
about giving senior discounts.”

The issue of abortion and reproduc-
tive rights has been in the national spot-
light with the overturning of the Roe v. 
Wade decision by the Supreme Court in 
June. 

“This is a very, very sensitive sub-
ject on both sides,” Serino said. “We 
had a bill that came before us called the 
Equal Rights Amendment and I voted 
for it. That bill would put it out for a 
vote because I don’t believe politicians 
should be telling women what to do, so 
that’s really the fair way to do it because 
it’s sensitive on both sides.”

Serino said she opposed legislation 
known as the Reproductive Health Act 
that codified the Roe v. Wade decision 
into New York state law because of its 
provision for late-term abortions.

“That bill would actually allow abor-
tions up until the ninth month and would 
allow non-doctors to perform them,” 
Serino said. “That is something I could 
not support, and 80% of the public does 
not support that either.”

Watch the full interview with Re-
publican candidate state Sen. Sue Se-
rino, running for the 41st state Senate 
District, at www.theupstater.com

Election Day will be Nov. 8.

State Sen. Michelle Hinchey State Sen. Sue Serino

Boehm Farm, LLC
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(518) 731-6169  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY 12042
(1/4 miles Past Quarry Steakhouse on county Route 26. Big red barn on the hill)

Follow us on 
Facebook

Visit BoehmFarmLLC.com 
for more information

Local maple Syrup & Honey, Jams & Jellies.  Pies on the weekends!

ORDER YOUR 
THANKSGIVING 
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Keith W. Valentine, CIC, LUTCF and his team are ready to serve all 
of your insurance needs with more companies, more choices, and 
more experience which all lead to BIG Savings for you!

Take advantage of Valentine Insurance Agency’s affiliation with 
SAN group and SIAA, the largest alliance of independent Insurance 
Agencies in the Northeast and Continental U.S., with over 3500 
Members across 48 states writing more than $9 Billion in total 
member premiums.

Contact Keith Valentine for a quote!
Office 518-943-3489 • Mobile 518-821-8244

KEITH@MYVALENTINEINSURANCE.COM

More Than Great Rates

Trusted Advisors

HOME AUTO BUSINESS LIFE HEALTH

www.myvalentineinsurance.com

Jon T., customer since 2004

I’ve bought property insurance and auto insurance from Valentine Insurance 
Agency for nearly 20 years, and they are simply the BEST. I owned many rental 
properties in Greene County, and renovated several buildings. Valentine not 
only found the appropriate insurance, but gave years of invaluable advice. Their 
knowledge of property and business in the local area helped me tremendously, and 
I have recommended them to everyone. Don’t waste your time using anyone else.

Editor’s Note: A helping hand 
with no strings attached and no 
questions asked is a rare fi nd. One 
couple in Selkirk is doing just that 
— helping their neighbors who are 
having trouble making ends meet. 
It’s not about the glory, it’s simply 
about being kind. Here is the story 
of the Janicke family and how they 
felt prompted to open a food pantry 
right outside their house.

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

SELKIRK — Lisa and Ray Jan-
icke saw a need in their community 
and knew they could do something 
about it — and then they did it.

The Janickes opened The Kind-
ness Kabinet outside their home on 
Thatcher Street in December 2020, 
a privately funded and operated 
food pantry, available to anyone 
who needs a helping hand. They 
invite anyone who needs assistance 
putting food on the table to stop 
by and pick up what they need — 
there is no paperwork, no income 
requirements, and they don’t have 
to call ahead or ask permission. 

Just stop by and take what you 
need, any hour of the day or night. 
It doesn’t get easier or simpler than 
that.

“I wanted to help somehow. We 
started with a little bookshelf and 
I put some canned foods out, then 
it just got bigger and bigger,” Lisa 
Janicke said. “In the front of our 
house we have a concrete slab and 
an outdoor storage shed. There is a 
refrigerator in there with eggs and 
milk, and there are donated items 

like pasta and cereal. Anyone can 
come by anytime, 24/7.”

Bethlehem Grange 138 saw 
what the Janickes were doing quiet-
ly and without fanfare, and decided 
to help them with their good works. 
Grange members have donated to 
The Kindness Kabinet, and last 
weekend presented the couple with 
a Community Citizen Award.

“Our community service chair-
man Charles Ryan brought up the 
idea of giving them an award and 

it kind of blossomed — we got 
the national Grange to provide us 
with a paper award, and the New 
York State Grange president, Steve 
Coye, will be presenting it here at 
our subordinate Grange, Bethlehem 
Grange 137,” said Jackie Schrom, 
secretary of the Bethlehem Grange. 
“We solicited a few grocery stores 
and we got some gift cards from 
them, and the grangers themselves 
put up a nice amount for them.”

Coye presented the Janickes 
with their award at a ceremony at 
the Grange on Oct. 16. The Janick-
es are not grangers, Schrom said.

“They are just wonderful neigh-
borhood people,” she said.

The Kindness Kabinet is pri-
vately run by Lisa and Ray Janicke, 
with food and occasionally other 
products like pet food and house-
hold items paid for out of the fam-
ily’s own pocket. Some donations 
do come in and donors are encour-
aged to contribute canned foods, 
eggs, milk, cereal, pasta, pet food 
and other food items.

“She has about 10 families and 
a few individuals that stop in reg-
ularly, but it is open to anyone,” 
Schrom said. “These are individu-
als that out of the kindness of their 
hearts started this food pantry. They 
are middle-income people — she 
is a registered nurse and Ray is a 
truck driver. They just want to help 
their fellow people because, as the 
Janickes say, ‘kindness starts at 
home.’”

Bethlehem Grange 137 Presi-
dent Carol Carpenter said the group 
has not given out a community ser-
vice award in many years, but felt 
the Janickes were certainly worthy 
of the honor.

“We picked them because they 
are local and they help people right 
here,” Carpenter said.

Bethlehem Grange Community 
Service Chairman Charles Ryan 
said The Kindness Kabinet was 
started with the purest of intentions.

“Out of nowhere, out of the thin 

air, they started this food pantry,” 
Ryan said. “They have no restric-
tions and no requirements. If you 
need food, they say come — they 
will help as best they can. Not only 
are they helping people with their 
families, but also with their pets. 
They take in dog food or cat food 
to help the furry members of the 
family, so people can also donate 
pet food.”

Lisa Janicke said she saw a 
need and just wanted to help.

“I am a nurse and I talk to peo-
ple all the time that have food inse-
curity, among other things, and with 
the pandemic, everyone was really 
having a rough time, so I wanted to 
fi nd a way to help,” she said. “We 
help probably 10-15 families and 
sometimes there are new people. 
We have had some people come at 
night. One couple did talk to us and 
said they live in Albany.”

Ray Janicke said the food pan-
try was his wife’s idea, but he sup-
ported her all the way.

“This is something my wife 
wanted to do and I totally support 
her,” Ray Janicke said. “I told her 
if she wanted to do it, I would back 
her 100%. I said she should do it if 
it makes her happy and I have sup-
ported her ever since.”

He also told his co-workers 
about The Kindness Kabinet and 
one individual donated $700 worth 
of food to the effort.

Stephen Coye, president of the 
New York State Grange, presented 
the couple with the award during 
the ceremony.

“This meets human needs and 
the motivation for it is pure, out of 
unselfi shness,” Coye said before 
the ceremony. “It is being done be-
cause it is something that needs to 
be done and has internal motivation 
to do it.”

The Kindness Kabinet is locat-
ed at 29 Thatcher St. in Selkirk.

Kindness Kabinet offers help, no questions asked

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Ray Janicke, left, and Lisa Janicke, center, were honored with the Commu-
nity Citizen Award from Bethlehem Grange 137. New York State Grange Pres-
ident Stephen Coye, right, presented the award during the ceremony.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Food items donated by Bethlehem Grange 137 to The Kindness Kabinet 
during the ceremony. There were also several supermarket gift cards and 
cash contributions.

No money down 
No interest and
No payments for six months 
on any ATV, Side by Side or motorcycle from
CFMOTO. Offer ends 12/31/22. So get your rear in
gear today. 

Break away without 
breaking your budget.

Not all who apply will qualify. See cfmotousa.com for terms and conditions. WARNING: CFMOTO recreational vehicles are intended for off-road use only, and can be
hazardous to operate. Read Owner’s Manual and all product labels before operating. Never operate on paved roads. Operators and passengers must wear a helmet, eye
protection and protective clothing. Operators must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s license. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. Always use
seat belts, cab netting and doors (if equipped). Never operate under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Avoid excessive speed and sharp turns, and never engage in stunt
driving. Check state and local laws before operating on trails. Take a safety training course before operating. Contact your CFMOTO dealer for more information, call the ATV
Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887, or go to www.atvsafety.org. ©2022 Zhejiang CFMOTO Power Co., Ltd.
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518-756-2555
Family-Owned Since 1945

98 MAIN STREET, RAVENA, NY
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Generac Generators
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One of the things I liked most about my 
former job as a Cooperative Extension agent 
in Greene County was the process of figuring 
out what was causing problems with garden 
plants, lawns, trees or shrubs. It is sort of like 
detective work without a cloak or dagger.

I used what I learned about this topic 
in public health as well, when we contract-
ed with the New York State Department of 
Health to conduct educational programs to 
combat Lyme disease. This week I will share 
some principles of disease and infection I 
learned, which are pretty relevant in these 
days of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In order to contract a disease, whether 
it is a plant or animal disease, three factors 
must occur simultaneously. If any of these 
three factors are not present, there can be no 
disease. First, before I discuss these specific 
factors, I need to talk about the things that 
cause disease.

In general, disease-causing organisms 
are fungi, bacteria or viruses. All may cause 
diseases with similar symptoms, but all are 
different in their mode of action or how they 
infect.

It seems to me that most plant diseases 
are caused by fungi. Fungi are organisms that 
generally require water to become infectious. 

Lacking chlorophyll, they need to get their 
“food” from other sources than sunlight by 
breaking down and absorbing organic matter. 
Sometimes in the process of feeding on plant 
material, they kill or damage their host. This 
distinguished pathogens from saprophytes.

Once a plant is infected with a fungal 
disease, it is generally difficult to “cure” the 
infection. The general strategy is to try to 
prevent the infection in the first place or keep 
it from spreading. Fungi are living organisms 
that can survive for a long time, either active-
ly causing infection, or in a dormant state that 
may last for 100 years or more. This longev-
ity allows them to re-occur when conditions 
are right. Some fungal diseases are ubiqui-
tous and must be dealt with every season.

Twenty years ago, almost all the garden 
seeds that were sold were treated with a 
pink-colored fungicide called “Captan.” This 
fungicide protected tender seedlings from 
getting “damping off,” which is a general 
term for similar diseases caused by several 
genera of fungi. The infected seedlings grow 
spindly and eventually keel over and die with 
a conspicuous shriveling or narrowing of the 
stem at soil level. It is highly contagious and 
usually fatal once contracted.

It is virtually impossible to cure a flat 

of seedlings once the disease occurs, so the 
emphasis is on prevention. In addition to pre-
ventive chemical fungicides there are cultur-
al practices than can also be utilized, much to 
the satisfaction of gardeners who don’t want 
to use chemical fungicides.

Another major cause of disease in plants 
and animals are bacteria. Bacteria are also 
living organisms that can exhibit long-term 
dormancy. Like fungi, they can damage their 
hosts by “feeding” on the tissue of the host 
and using the host’s cells to grow and multi-
ply. Of course, not all bacteria are pathogenic 
and neither are all fungi.

Our bodies contain millions of foreign 
bacteria and fungi that do us no harm what-
soever. In fact, many of these organisms are 
responsible for keeping us healthy. Bacteria, 
like fungi, usually require water to become 
infectious.

One of the most common bacterial dis-
ease of pears and apples is called “fireblight.” 
This disease most often occurs when rain or 
hail hits flower blossoms. Splashing water 
spreads the disease. Most, but not all, fun-
gicides are ineffective in treating bacterial 
disease. Commercial fruit growers often use 
antibiotics, such as streptomycin, to try to kill 
bacteria.

A third major infectious agent is viruses. 
Viruses, like the COVID-19 virus, are very 
different than bacteria or fungi in the sense 
that they are not living organisms, per se. 
They can only survive and reproduce inside 
living cells. They have a very short life ex-
pectancy, unlike bacteria or fungi, and they 
don’t necessarily need water to infect. Think 
of them as renegade hunks of DNA or RNA 
that get into the genes of plants or animals, 
and direct the cells to make more viruses. 
They are also very tiny compared to fungi 
and bacteria.

Viral infections in plants are far less com-
mon than bacterial or fungal infections be-
cause they generally cannot get inside a plant 
without help from another living organism. 
Leafhopper insects and aphids are usually 
involved in viral infections in plants. These 
insects inject the virus into the plant physi-
cally with their mouthparts and once inside 
the plant they can replicate.

Since all three of these types of patho-
gens cause disease in somewhat different 
manners, dealing with them requires differ-
ent strategies, but the principles of infection 
remain essentially the same. This is where I 
will pick up the story next week.

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@cornell.edu

Plant diseases
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar
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— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
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for Fundraisers
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Next to Family Dollar
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— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
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Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers
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Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By Bob Beyfuss
For Capital Region Independent Media

The heat and drought we ex-
perienced most of the summer has 
been replaced by frequent torrential 
downpours. 

Once the soil is saturated, any 
extra rainfall simply runs off and 
cannot be stored, except in reser-
voirs. New York City sucks up a 
billion gallons of water every day, 
all of which comes from their res-
ervoirs, which are mostly located in 
our region.  

The drainage ditch across the 
road from my house that I call the 
“Beyfuss Brook” jumped its bank 
after the latest 2-inch downpour and 
it washed out part of the road. This 
happens pretty often. I think my lo-
cal highway departments like work-
ing on my road. I don’t blame them. 
I like it up here, too! Within a week 
or two, we will need more rain to 
replace what the plants are using. 

For the first time in a long time, I 
am seeing mushrooms in the woods 

and on lawns. My neighbor gave 
me a tasty puffball I had for dinner 
and my shiitake mushroom bolts 
are fruiting on their own accord, 
without needing to be soaked in my 
rain barrels.  Using rain barrels for 
soaking shiitake bolts are yet an-
other good reason to have these on 
your property. 

Shiitake mushrooms are really 
pretty easy to grow. I hope one of 
my favorite fall mushrooms, Maita-
ke, aka “Hen of the Woods,” fruits 
this year in its usual spots, after 
being absent the past two or three 
years.   

This is the time of year when 
I get very lazy when it comes to 
taking care of my garden. Starting 
in September, I let the weeds grow 
and don’t bother to spray. Although 
most garden experts say now is 
when weeds really need to be re-
moved, before they flower and set 
seed, I figure that the weed-seed 
bank in my garden is so full, I don’t 
worry about adding a few million 
more. 

Some of the woodchip mulch 
I applied this summer to conserve 
moisture has floated away and re-
distributed itself outside the fence, 
much like the gravel on my road has 
been relocated a half mile away. Re-
placing that mulch is another chore 
I will postpone. 

I did pinch the tips of my Brus-
sel’s sprout plants since they are 
quite tall, but showing little lateral 
bud development. A raccoon ate my 
sweet corn when I was out of town, 
reminding me why I generally don’t 
grow sweet corn. 

If it stays warm and frost free 
until mid-November, I may even 
harvest a few tomatoes from the 
plants I put in, in late July! The 
beets I planted back on Aug. 25 
sprouted. I should pull out the spent 
bean plants and harvest carrots, but 
that too, will wait.    

I do plan to try out the mini clo-
ver seed that the company sent to 
me. One nice thing about writing 
a newspaper garden column is that 
sometimes companies send me free 

stuff to trial! 
If the clover seeding works, I 

will surely promote it as an alterna-
tive to lawn grasses. The rain and 
cool weather have allowed most 
lawns to recover and mine finally 
needed mowing again in the fall af-
ter a dry summer.

I have learned that glyphosate, 
the herbicide made famous by 
Monsanto as “Round Up,” but now 
available in generic forms, seems 
to be most effective on poison ivy 
and other woody brush when ap-
plied in the fall. I have managed 
to keep poison ivy away from my 
house and along my road frontage, 
as well as keeping the invasive Asi-
atic bittersweet somewhat in check. 
I know I am fighting a losing bat-
tle in the long term when it comes 
to eradicating this highly invasive 
weed, but as long as I am able to 
continue, I will try to keep it at bay.  

It’s easy to just throw up one’s 
hands and surrender, when con-
fronted with large-scale issues such 
as invasive weeds, climate change, 

and other planetary problems. Af-
ter all, Mother Nature will trump 
all human efforts to control things 
like carbon dioxide accumulation 
in the atmosphere when the next 
Ice Age arrives. A single, massive 
volcanic eruption anyplace on the 
planet will cool global temperatures 
significantly, for years. The flora of 
upstate New York will look very, 
very different 100 years from now, 
regardless of what I do. 

Still, I think we puny humans 
are obliged to do what we can to 
address these issues with whatev-
er tools we possess. Our tenure as 
stewards of the earth might be pret-
ty brief in geologic times, but I will 
try my best to deal with global is-
sues on the most local scale. 

In time, my grandkids may won-
der why this little piece of property 
they have inherited looks a bit dif-
ferent, a bit more diverse, than the 
surrounding land. It will be because 
Grand Bob, cared.   

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@
cornell.edu.

Fall chores I don’t do

Transcribed from her diary by  
Kathy Saurer Osborne

Sunday, Oct. 21: Fair. Chuck stayed here 
last night. He and Joyce went to church and 
he went back to the base. I went to church. 
P.M., visited and rested. Addie and I called 
on Delite and Philip in the evening.

Monday, Oct. 22: Fair. Took Joyce to 
Greenville. Did dishes, swept kitchen floor, 
hung out clothes. Got Don to work and girls 
to school. Gertrude dressed herself and is sit-
ting in the chair by the window. Joyce has to 
work Saturday A.M. Bah! There is a Joyce 
Mackey’s picture in the Times Union who 
has joined the WACs and everyone seems 
to think it is Joyce. Marion Waldron called 
and Grace Clapper and several at Greenville 
asked Stubby about it. Ha!

Tuesday, Oct. 23: Fair and warm. Ironed 
and did some for Gene. Put away clothes. 
P.M. put in a few bulbs. Don stayed down to-
night to work on the brakes on his car. Called 
Delite. Their Plymoth is in the garage. She 
was coming over but will have to wait till it’s 

fixed. HA, GE
Wednesday, Oct. 24: Rain tonight. Did 

the girls’ ironing and looked after Gertrude, 
she took a laxative last night. Crocheted, etc. 
Don was here this P.M. a little while. Had a 
nap, he had a headache. Adrienne is babysit-
ting tonight at Bate’s. Don stayed down to fix 
his brakes, he didn’t get them all finished last 
night.

Thursday, Oct. 25: Cloudy. Cleaned part 
of the Thursday’s cleaning. Expected Finger-
le but he didn’t come. Crocheted etc. Washed 
windows and door curtain. It shrank and I 
couldn’t get it back, it was too short. Doug 
Stanton came and we got the car insurance 
fixed up.

Friday, Oct. 26: Fair. Cleaned living 
rooms and did part of the dusting. Got ready 
for the donation. The girls waited on tables. 
Addie and I went and then came back and 
watched the fight. Lewis and Marciano. 
Rocky Marciano won. He knocked out Lew-
is in the 8th round. Eddie Gifford and Eddie 
Waldron and Allyn were here. 

Saturday, Oct. 27: Fair. Did Saturday’s 

work. Adrienne washed and set my hair. 
Made beds and was busy most of the day. 
Joyce came tonight with Don. Chuck called 
from Virginia tonight. He burned his hand 
cooking. 

Sunday, Oct. 28: Rainy. Got dinner ready 
and Joyce and I went to church. Adrienne had 
dinner when we got home. Visited in P.M. 
Addie and I went to church and Adrienne and 
Joyce to Dedication 8 P.M.

Monday, Oct. 29: Fair. Gene did wash-
ing. Joyce got off for Albany with Grace and 
Guerdon about 8.30 A.M. Got clothes in and 
some put away. Theresa came to see Ger-
trude. I took the Chev to Britton’s for a few 
things like Prestone, etc. He didn’t do any-
thing, wants it there Wed. A.M.

Tuesday, Oct. 30: Cloudy. Did Joyce’s 
washing and our ironing and hers. P.M. took 
the furniture from the porch and put it in the 
basement. Am tired. It’s heavy; Gene helped.

Wednesday, Oct. 31: Fair. Did everyday 
work. Adrienne and Adele have company 
tonight. Marsha Morse and Dot Kollar (?). 
They have gone to the party at the hall. I took 

the Chev to Herman today. Got Prestone and 
a few other things done. 12.05 Ha! Mr. Le-
land Cook called this A.M. and left candy 
and a cigar for Don. Good!

Thursday, Nov. 1: Snow 3-4 in wet. 
Cleaned bedrooms and did everyday work. 
Got surprised this morning by the snow. I 
have a lot to do outside yet. We expected to 
go to “Red’s” tonight but the roads were too 
bad. I was also asked to a Republican dinner 
at Hiawatha Grange but no way to get there. 
Bah!

Friday, Nov. 2: Cloudy. Cleaned living 
rooms and did everyday work. Got meals 
and made beds, etc. Joyce came with Don. 
Visited in the evening.

Saturday, Nov. 3: More snow. Did every-
day work. Don and Adrienne went for brake 
drums. Adele to the movies this P.M. with the 
Wrights. Chuck came here and he and Joyce 
went out for the day. They are not back yet, 
7:30. Later: Chuck and Joyce came and we 
went to Delite’s for a while. Home 11 P.M. 
He is staying here tonight.

Grandma Mackey’s Diary
1951 life in Medusa

By Toby Moore
For Capital Region Independent 
Media

If you’ve read the previ-
ous six columns, you’ve read 
about six qualities you’ll need 
to develop to accomplish your 
dream. The six qualities are De-
sire, Faith, Specialized Knowl-
edge, Imagination, Organized 
Planning and Decision. The 
seventh is Persistence.

There have been many 
books written on how to accom-
plish your dreams. I’ve always 
gravitated to “Think and Grow 
Rich” by Napoleon Hill. This 
book, written over 80 years ago, 
is one of the first books written 
in modern times that is an orga-
nized philosophy of success.

You may have realized I’m 
using this book as a guide to 
writing about the qualities 
you’ll need to accomplish your 
dreams. The book discusses 
more qualities you’ll need than 
I can write in this column. If 

you’ve never read it, I recom-
mend you do. 

Persistence is key to ac-
complishing your dreams and 
everyone knows it. Doing it 
can be a bit tricky. There are so 
many things that can take you 
off track. You may lose the sup-
port of a friend or have a failure 
that makes you want to quit and 
take a break. 

Sometimes when you expe-
rience a failure, you may tell 
yourself you need a little time 
off and then suddenly, months 
and years pass, and you realize 
that you gave up. 

When I wrote about the 
fourth quality, Organized Plan-
ning, I wrote about how you’ll 
need a team of people to help 
you develop an organized plan. 
Napoleon Hill called this team 
of people “The Master Mind 
Alliance.” We can call it your 
inner circle. 

When you experience some-
thing negative that can make 
you want to quit, your inner cir-

cle will come to your aid! When 
you want to stop, you may ex-
press this emotion with your in-
ner circle and you’ll find they 
won’t hear of it. They’ll encour-
age you to get back in the sad-
dle, that it’s only a speed bump 
and that you’re on the path to 
accomplishing great things!

You’ve probably heard it 
said that you would be like your 
five closest friends. It’s essen-
tial to remember this when you 
consider that those within your 
inner circle will be the ones 
who can help pick you back up 
when you fall. 

If your closest friends don’t 
believe in your mission, it’s a 
dangerous place to be. They can 
destroy your will to persist if 
you have the wrong inner cir-
cle. Are they critical of what 
you want to do? If so, you have 
the wrong team. 

Make sure they have the 
same goals and priorities as 
you. If not, you may be in trou-
ble because persistence can be 

difficult without the encourage-
ment of those closest to you.

Keep in mind the first step! 
Desire. A strong desire can car-
ry you through. How bad do 
you want it? Get fired up and 
do what you must to reconnect 
to your Desire when persistence 
is low. It might help to create 
a daily routine that keeps you 
hungry. 

It’s a fact of life that if you 
don’t have persistence, you 
won’t make it. There are too 
many things that will keep you 
down. We’ve all seen and heard 
of people who failed many 
times but always seemed able 
to get back to the top. That’s 
called persistence.

Many tend to think you 
only make it when you get 
a good break, and until your 
break comes, you haven’t got 
a chance. This can be true, but 
most fail to realize that your 
break doesn’t come unless 
you give it all you’ve got, go 
through the trials, and practice 

persistence. 
Like all the qualities dis-

cussed in previous weeks, you 
can cultivate persistence. One 
of the best ways to develop 
persistence is to find your pur-
pose. When you have a sense of 
purpose, you will have the en-
durance to persist. Why are you 
doing what you’re doing? How 
is it connected to your greater 
purpose in life? Connect your 
dreams to your higher power 
and your higher purpose.

It’s never easy, but where 
there is a will, there is a way. 
When you combine Desire, 
Faith, Specialized Knowledge, 
Imagination, Organized Plan-
ning, Decision and Persistence, 
I believe you will accomplish 
your dreams!

Toby Moore is a columnist, 
the star of Emmy-nominated “A 
Separate Peace,” and the CEO 
of Cubestream Inc.

Persistence pays off
Positively Speaking

By Mary Schoepe
For Capital Region Independent Media

My mom taught me to wash every-
thing (produce, poultry, fish) before 
cooking it or eating it. 

To most of us it’s common sense to 
wash apples, grapes or berries before 
eating them. Does that include fruits and 
veggies with inedible skin like avocado, 
bananas and grapefruits? Do they need 
to be washed, too?   

According to Colene Stoernell MS, 
RDN, they do. 

“Wash anything with a rind before 
you cut into it, even if it’s not one you’re 
going to eat right away,” she said. 

As you cut through a grapefruit or av-
ocado, dirt, bacteria, pesticides and oth-
er germs picked up during processing, 

packaging and shipping can be trans-
ferred to the edible portion of the fruit. 

And when you visit your local farm-
ers market or produce stand for some 
fresh herbs, it’s important to give them 
a thorough and careful wash before you 
put them in the fridge, not right before 
you use them. Doing so extends their 
shelf life and gets rid of dirt and other 
kinds of grit that you don’t want in your 
fridge or on your food. 

One more thing — don’t waste your 
money on those fruit and vegetable 
washes. Studies from the University of 
Maine have shown that tap water re-
moves 98% of bacteria. 

Produce isn’t the only thing that 
should get a quick rinse. Before you gulp 
down a cold beer or soda, make sure 

you wipe down the lid. Unfortunately, 
the tops of canned beverages are often 
covered in dust, bacteria and who knows 
what else. 

So does everything need a quick 
rinse? No! In fact, washing some foods 
may actually cause more harm than 
good.

Unlike produce, some foods do not 
require washing before they’re eaten or 
cooked and can be risky if done. For ex-
ample, washing raw chicken and meat 
prior to cooking is quite risky. The wa-
ter you would use for rinsing isn’t hot 
enough to actually kill off bacteria and 
doing so only redistributes harmful bac-
teria onto your kitchen surfaces. Making 
sure the internal cooking temperature of 
your poultry is the best way to kill bac-

teria. 
If you’re not fortunate to have your 

own chickens or know someone who 
does, the USDA does not recommend 
washing your store-bought eggs. After 
being laid, eggs are washed and cleaned 
and then coated with mineral oil that is 
like a little safety vest for the egg, keep-
ing bacteria out. And finally, stop wash-
ing your mushrooms! Once washed, 
the inevitable dampness speeds up how 
quickly the mushrooms start to turn 
bad. Plus, it makes it more difficult to 
get them crispy.  Opt for using a pastry 
brush instead or just some paper towels 
and you’ll be all set to add them to your 
meal.

Reach Mary Schoepe at fitnesscon-
cepts001@yahoo.com.

Should I rinse all fruits and veggies first? 
Fitness Concepts
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By Dick Brooks
For Capital Region Independent Media

Bugs don’t really bother me much. In fact, 
I fi nd some of them fascinating.

I have been known to play with a lady bug 
for hours. I love watching a spider in its web 
or a honeybee working a bunch of fl owers. 

Mostly I fi nd that I can co-exist with most 
of the insect world, mosquitos and wasps be-
ing two exceptions I fi nd hard to fi nd anything 
lovable about.

There is one little creepy crawler that has 
moved to the top of my list of things (pardon 
the pun!) that bug me. It’s out there, lurking in 
the grass, hiding under leaves, sharpening its 
little fangs, just waiting for me.  

It’s the tick. To be more specifi c, the deer 
tick.  

This nasty little blood sucker is so small 
you don’t notice when it comes aboard; it 
doesn’t have the decency to buzz in your ear 
or poke a stinger in some part of your anato-
my to let you be aware of its presence. 

They’re so small it’s hard to see them 
without a microscope or at least a magnifying 
glass. They are 95% mouth and their saliva 
must contain some kind of natural sedative 
because you don’t even know when they bite. 

In fact, most folks wouldn’t notice them 
slurping away if they weren’t such greedy 
little buggers and didn’t blow up like Uncle 
Huey at a Chinese buffet.  

Even removing this bloated little raisin 
isn’t easy, usually resulting in the head re-
maining in place and the darn things are prac-
tically unsquishable.

I don’t know where they came from. As 
a kid, I spent most of my waking time in the 
woods and fi elds and never encountered one. 
Maybe it was the weather in the far northern 
reaches of New York state that did them in — 
it would be hard to get a snowmobile suit their 
size and survival in the winter up there would 
be impossible without one.  

On the other hand, the weather in our re-
gion must be just about perfect — there are 
more ticks in Columbia and Greene counties 

than anywhere else in the country. Don’t you 
feel proud?  

They are carried from place to place by 
deer. Just imagine how long it would take 
them to get anywhere on those tiny little legs 
without help. I’m sure Bambi is involved 
somehow, exacting revenge for his mother’s 
demise!  

Why am I so down on these tiny little 
creatures? I have had Lyme disease more 
times than I can count. 

It’s always snuck up on me — no ticks en-
gorged, no red circles or rashes, no warning at 
all.  When a bee stings me, I swell up beau-
tifully; in fact, I’m fun to watch, I know that 
I’ve been attacked and I can deal with it. This 
disease, however, sneaks up on you — you 
just feel generally crummy and your joints 
ache, each day a different joint seems to be 
the spotlighted one for the day.  

It’s just like growing old! 
The cure involves 21 days of an antibiotic 

that makes your ears hum, which I fi nd I’m 
starting to enjoy.  

Being interested in how to prevent the re-
occurrence of this problem, I’ve been reading 
all the literature I can get. The best sources 
say to use Deet. I’ve ordered a 55-gallon 
drum, wear light-colored clothing, I dug out 
my white bell bottoms, white shoes and white 
belt from my disco days, and pulled my white 
socks up over the bottom of my pants legs. I 
think this last prevention technique makes the 
tick laugh so hard it can’t bite you.

Time to go out, so please forgive me while 
I go rub Deet all over, put on my white outfi t, 
and pull my socks over my pants legs. It all 
takes time, oh and if you like my new neck-
lace, I can tell you where to get a fl ea and tick 
collar in your size, too!

Thought for the week — “It’s a dog-eat-
dog world, and I’m wearing Milk-Bone un-
derwear.” — Norm from “Cheers”

Until next week, may you and yours be 
happy and well.

Reach columnist Dick Brooks at whit-
tle12124@yahoo.com.

Ticks
WHITTLING AWAY by Dick Brooks

By Thomas Christopher
For Capital Region Independent Media

Concern began with the precip-
itous decline of honeybee popula-
tions in the early 2000s. 

Suddenly, farmers and orchard-
ists were struggling to fi nd suffi -
cient numbers of bees to pollinate 
their crops. This, in turn, brought 
attention to the more general and 
critical decline among populations 
of native pollinating insects such 
as bumble bees, wasps, beetles and 
fl ies. 

In one of their fi nest moments, 
American gardeners began to pitch 
in, planting pollinator gardens and 
pollinator pathways to create new 
and more hospitable habitat for 
the pollinators. The crisis is hardly 
over; indeed, the response is no-
where near equal yet to the threat. 

Gardeners’ attitudes toward in-
sects, however, have dramatically 
changed. Once viewed merely as 
pests to be exterminated, insects 
are now understood by most gar-
deners as essential elements of the 
garden ecosystem. This fundamen-
tal transformation in attitudes will, I 
believe, help to change many other 
aspects of our relationship to the 
natural landscape.

The emphasis given to foster-
ing pollinators has, however, also 
exacerbated a confl ict already rife 
among gardeners. 

Fans of native plants began to 
assert that their plants, which co-
evolved with the native pollina-
tors, provide them with superior 
nutrition, nectar and pollen better 
attuned to the pollinators’ dietary 
needs. And so, the argument goes, 
native plants are more benefi cial to 
native pollinators. 

Horticultural traditionalists, 
who are commonly absorbed in 
creating landscape designs with the 
long-beloved garden fl owers col-
lected from all around the world, 
found themselves on the defensive. 
They began to point out that many 
of their non-native plants attracted 

many pollinators. Articles and blog 
posts began to appear insisting that 
our exotics are just as good in this 
respect as your natives.

For an informed insight into this 
disagreement, I contacted Dr. Har-
land Patch of Pennsylvania State 
University, an entomologist whose 
research interests include pollinator 
health and planting to promote pol-
linator diversity. A few years ago I 
had heard him give a very interest-
ing talk about bee nutrition and the 
differing value of various fl owers’ 
pollen and nectar. 

When I spoke to him, I found 
him disinclined to endorse either 
faction’s dogma. He noted that 
some types of native pollinators are 
“specialists” who have evolved into 
a dependency on certain species of 
native plants. These pollinators can-
not fl ourish in the absence of their 
plant partners, and often the plants 
depend on the services of those 
particular pollinators. However, 
such exclusive relationships are 
uncommon, Dr. Patch added, for an 
obvious reason: they make both the 
plants and pollinators very vulnera-
ble to any sort of natural event that 
affects the partner.

More common are “generalist” 
pollinators who feed on a variety of 
plant pollens and nectars. Indeed, 
the generalists do not thrive, typi-
cally, if confi ned to one plant spe-
cies’ products.

Generalists will commonly 
take advantage of exotic as well 
as native fl owers. One problem 
that many of our traditional garden 
plants do have, Dr. Patch added, is 
that they have been bred for hor-
ticultural qualities such as bloom 
size and color or double fl owers, 
and may not benefi t insects as 
much as did their wild ancestors.

Of course, native plants provide 
other benefi ts to native pollinators. 
Most types of our moths and butter-
fl ies, for example, depend on cer-
tain types of native plants as food 
for their larval forms.

Dr. Patch endorsed planting 

mostly natives, but saw no reason 
to exclude favorite exotics. If, he 
added, you are focusing strictly on 
pollinator nutrition, diversity of 
planting, so that you provide many 
different types of fl owers and dif-
ferent pollens and nectars through-
out the growing season, is most 
important to maintaining pollinator 
diversity and health. Flies, for ex-
ample, an important if commonly 
overlooked class of pollinators, are 
particularly attracted to members of 
the carrot family.

When I asked Dr. Harland for 
sources of information about plants 
that are particularly important to dif-
ferent classes of native pollinators, 
he invited me to visit Penn State’s 
new three-acre Pollinator and Bird 
Garden. Located in the university’s 
arboretum, this garden, which was 
completed in July of 2021, includes 

a variety of habitats, ranging from a 
pond and wetlands to forest and dry 
meadow, and 390 species and vari-
eties of plants, most of them native 
to central Pennsylvania. 

As well as a demonstration of 
what gardeners can achieve in their 
own landscapes, this garden is also 
a laboratory for university scientists 
and Penn State’s multidisciplinary 
Center for Pollinator Research.

To hear more of Dr. Patch’s 
advice to pollinator-friendly gar-
deners, listen to a recording of our 
conversation on the Berkshire Bo-
tanical Garden’s “Growing Green-
er” podcast at berkshirebotanical.
org.

Be-a-Better-Gardener is a com-
munity service of Berkshire Botani-
cal Garden, located in Stockbridge, 
Massachusetts. Its mission, to pro-
vide knowledge of gardening and 

the environment through a diverse 
range of classes and programs, 
informs and inspires thousands 
of students and visitors each year. 
Thomas Christopher is a volunteer 
at Berkshire Botanical Garden and 
is the author or co-author of more 
than a dozen books, including Na-
ture into Art and The Gardens of 
Wave Hill (Timber Press, 2019). 
He is the 2021 Garden Club of 
America’s National Medalist for 
Literature, a distinction reserved 
to recognize those who have left a 
profound and lasting impact on is-
sues that are most important to the 
GCA. Christopher’s companion 
broadcast to this column, Growing 
Greener, streams on WESUFM.
org, Pacifi ca Radio and NPR and is 
available at berkshirebotanical.org/
growinggreener.

The best diet for pollinators
Be A Better Gardener

Autumn & Winter 
2022 Events:

NOVEMBER 4
First Fridays Catskill
Main Street in Catskill

NOVEMBER 11-13
Festival of Trees

Anthony’s Banquet Hall

NOVEMBER 19-20
Chilly Willy Winter’s Eve Tours

Bronck Museum

DECEMBER 10
Athens Annual Victorian Stroll

Athens Cultural Center

VISIT greatcatskillsevents.com 
FOR MORE DETAILS

Affordable wedding & event venue
with mountain views

Historic barn and farmhouse situated on 100 acres  
with views of the Catskill Mountains in Medusa. 

Family owned by the Sikule’s since 1945.  

Come for a tour and create your memories with us!

518-444-3191 / 225 North Road, Medusa, NY

www.bluebirdfarmweddings.com
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 I wanted to thank everyone within the Ravena / Coeymans / 
Selkirk communities for their continued support over the last 
year. It has been difficult at times but we have managed to get 
through it and provide a helpful community service. We are back 
to regular business hours Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm / Sat 10am - 3pm 
/ Closed on Sundays
 Currently, with the volume of bottles and cans we are only 
taking drop offs - bring in your empties, place them in a designated 
area, we take your name and then give you the earliest time 
frame to come back or any time thereafter to collect your money.
Since opening in July 2018, we have helped raise approximately 
$52,500, which is almost 924,000 bottles/cans for 50 different 
organizations which anyone can donate to.
 We look forward to servicing the community in the future. 
If you have any questions regarding operation, donations or 
fundraisers please reach out....

Shane DeCrescenzo

Just Makes Cents
Bottle & Can Redemption Center

518-577-3084
Justmakescents6@gmail.com

2480 US Route 9W, Faith Plaza, Ravena
518-756-9091 • www.HopeFullLifeCenter.org

Helping Harvest
Grocery store for 
families in need!

SNAP, Credit and 
Debit Cards Now Accepted!

OPEN: MON, TUES, 
THURS, SAT 10-2 • WED, FRI 2-6

Building Your Dream Home?

ANNIVERSARY

ANNIVERSARY

Apply online in minutes at nbcoxsackie.com

Serving Greene, Schoharie and Albany Counties
1Pending credit approval. 11% down required. 

Rates and terms may change without notice. NMLS Co ID # 816880

National Bank of Coxsackie can Help
You with a Construction Loan1

•  We’re one of the few lenders that offer it!

•  Only 11% down required with NO PMI

•  Single closing with flexible disbursement schedules

•  No points, application, credit bureau, 
application or inspection fees

•  Competitive rates



The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  November 4, 2022                                                                                         13

18	 	 													The Greenville Pioneer • Friday, January 17, 2020

Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

In addition to Nolan Ener-
gy, the building also houses the 
Anatriello Agency, which is op-
erated by Nolan’s sister-in-law, 
and RMH Properties, a real es-
tate company Nolan also owns.

Assemblyman Chris Tague, 
R-102, spoke at the ribbon cut-
ting and said Nolan Energy is a 
local success story.

“These folks just continue to 
move their business forward,” 
Tague said. “We are glad to 
see them expand in a beautiful 
building. This is exactly what 
we need in the Capital Region, 
and especially here in Ravena 
and Coeymans.”

Coeymans Town Supervisor 
George McHugh noted that the 
site has been vacant for several 
years and it was good to see a 
local business owner investing 
in the community.

“It tells me that when you 
get someone like Rob Nolan to 
invest in Coeymans, we are do-
ing something right,” McHugh 
said. “You wouldn’t make this 
large of an investment in a town 
that you don’t believe in, so I 
am thrilled that they made the 
investment, that Nolan Propane 
is going to go on through more 
generations. It’s an exciting day 
for Coeymans.”

The company employs 
around 40 workers.

Albany County Executive 

Daniel McCoy thanked Nolan 
for investing in the county and 
the local community.

“The Nolan family has 
been doing this for three gen-
erations,” McCoy said. “They 
have been here since 1965 and 
they started working out of 
their house to expanding to a $3 
million building. It shows their 

commitment not only to the res-
idents that they supply products 
to but to the county as a whole. 
To see the third generation, that 
means a lot. I commend the 
family for investing in the com-
munity here and being a part 
of the fabric of the community. 
That shows this is a great place 
to come and do business.”

ENERGY, from page 1

By Russell Gloor
For Capital Region Independent Media

Dear Rusty: I am 78, still working, 
have a good health care plan and I make 
a nice salary. Can I still get my Social 
Security check since I paid into it all 
these years? 

Signed: Still Working in My 70s
Dear Still Working: 
You not only can get your Social Se-

curity check now, I recommend you ap-
ply for it as soon as possible. 

Regardless of your current earnings, 
you’ll not suffer any penalty because 
you are still working. That’s because 
you stopped being subject to Social 
Security’s “earnings test” when you 
reached your full retirement age (FRA) 
of 66 some years ago. 

Indeed, your Social Security benefit 
continued to grow until you reached 70 
years of age, at which point it reached 
your maximum benefit, which is 32% 

more than your benefit would have been 
at age 66.  

Since your benefit reached maximum 
some years ago at age 70, and since 
working now won’t hurt your payment 
amount, you should claim your benefits 
immediately. You should also ask for six 
months of retroactive benefits. 

Although your benefit stopped grow-
ing at age 70 and you’re now 78, Social 
Security will only pay up to six months 
of retroactive benefits, thus you have 
lost some of your benefits by waiting 
until age 78 to claim.

You can apply for your benefits either 
by calling SS at your local office or the 
national Social Security service center 
at 1-800-772-1213 to make an appoint-
ment to apply, or you can apply online 
at www.ssa.gov/retire. Applying online 
is by far the most efficient method, but 
you’ll need to first create your personal 
“my Social Security” online account to 
do so (simply go to www.ssa.gov/myac-

count and follow the instructions). 
Since you’re still working, and as-

suming you have “creditable” health 
care coverage from your employer, you 
can delay enrolling in Medicare until 
you stop working (“creditable” cover-
age is a group plan with at least 20 par-
ticipants). If you haven’t yet enrolled 
in Medicare and you’ve had creditable 
health care coverage since you were 65, 
you will not incur a late enrollment pen-
alty for enrolling in Medicare now, but 
you can also continue to defer enrolling 
in Medicare without penalty if your em-
ployer coverage is “creditable.”

I strongly encourage you to apply for 
your Social Security benefits as soon as 
possible, because you will continue to 
lose money by delaying further. You will 
still get credit for your current earnings 
even after you start your Social Securi-
ty benefits and, if appropriate because 
of your recent earnings, your benefit 
amount will be automatically increased, 

so there is no reason to delay claiming 
Social Security any longer. 

You earned your Social Security 
benefits, you aren’t subject to a penalty 
because you’re still working, and you’ll 
continue to get credit for your current 
earnings while still working, so you 
should apply for your Social Security 
benefits as soon as possible. 

This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes only and does not repre-
sent legal or financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and 
the AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or any 
other governmental entity. To submit a 
question, visit our website (amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/social-security-ad-
visory) or email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org.

78 and still working: Should I apply for Social Security?
Social Security Matters

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Local and state leaders cut the ribbon on the new 8,000-square-foot Nolan 
Energy headquarters on Route 9W.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Owner Robert Nolan was awarded a certificate of appreciation from Green-
ville American Legion Post 291 for his support of the veterans’ community 
over the years.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The new headquarters of Nolan Energy, which is four times the size of the 
company’s former building.

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/

Real, Reputable, 
Trusted. Your News 
Media.

www.newsmediaalliance.org 

THIS PUBLICATION 
SUPPORTS REAL 
NEWS.

REPORTERS, EDITORS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS
CREATE REAL NEWS. JOURNALISM YOU CAN TRUST.

#SupportRealNews
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Many people, both men and 
women, kept diaries in the past. 
I have a small collection of local 
diaries and would love to have 
more because they illustrate the 
daily lives people were leading 
and what and who was import-
ant to them. Most people started 
diary keeping on January 1 of 
a given year. While they may 
not have continued recording 
until the end of the year, the di-
aries usually tell what their au-
thors were doing on New Year’s 
Day. Since this edition of “The 
Greenville Pioneer” is coming 
out on January 1, I thought I 
would share with you how some 
people spent that day in the past. 
I don’t even know the names of 
all those who kept the diaries. 
Often, they didn’t put their 
names in the books. Perhaps you 
can guess who the authors might 
have been. If you do fi nd a clue, 
please let me know.

 Helen Tripp was one of the 
daughters of Alfred and Maria 
Utter Tripp. She was born Jan-
uary 26,1853, and she lived un-
til January 27, 1917. She lived 
in the brick house on the main 
street of Oak Hill with her fam-
ily. On January 1, 1874, she 
started a diary: 

Thursday, Weather very 
pleasant. I worked around the 
house until noon. In the after-
noon sewed on my dress. Did 
not go anywhere nor was there 
any one in here till evening. Mrs. 
Eliza Flower called. Received a 
letter from Libbie Russell.

Friday, January 2: Weather 
very pleasant, thawed all day. 
I sewed on my dress nearly all 
day. Aunt Mary Utter and Jim-
mie came down this evening to 
go to the donation. [I can imag-
ine what the donation was, but 
can anyone share more informa-
tion?] Aunt Mary invited us to 
go with her. The coal fi re went 
out last night. I had to make it 
up this morning. Aunt Mary had 
a very nice time; they cleared 
$104.

Saturday, January.3: Weath-
er very pleasant; thawed all day 
again today. I had to make the 
coal fi re again today. Father, 
Mother, Hattie and Carrie [her 
two youngest sisters] went over 
to Uncle Briggs today. [Uncle 
Briggs was a Tripp and lived in 
Medusa or Westerlo]. I fi nished 
my dress, all but the buttons and 
pockets.

Sunday, January 4:  Weather 
very nice and pleasant. Went to 
Durham to church this morn-
ing. Did not get back in time 
for Sunday School. Did not go 
to church this afternoon. [The 
Tripps lived next to the Oak Hill 
Methodist Church and were al-
ways very involved there.]  Or-
ville preached. I wrote a letter 
to Libbie Russell this evening. 
Did not go to church. [It sounds 
like there were opportunities to 
spend the whole day and eve-
ning at church.]

Chauncey B Day from Al-
cove recorded on January 
1,1887: Thurs. Went to Al-
cove—got 3 gal. kerosene.

The diary of another anon-
ymous person recorded: Jan 1, 
1888 Rained all day. Hugh here 
in evening. 

A. M. Cowles recorded in 
his diary: January 1, 1898: The 
snow that fell yesterday has 
been piled in heaps last night 
and the wind is still blowing. 
I could not get home last night 
for the snow was drifted.  Mr. 
Whitehead and myself played 5 
games of dominoes this morn-
ing.  In the evening played with 
Mr. Mackey. Mr. Cook and 
brother drove them to the house 
to break out the roads.

Jan. 1, 1918:  A diary from 
the Wade family recorded: Mary 
is with us. We stay in all day. 
Big Fire in Catskill 2:20 a.m.

Mrs. Mary D. Mattice from 
Catskill wrote: Wednesday, Jan 
1,1919: We stayed home. Made 
head cheese and hockeye [a pig 
product].

For years many Oak Hill and 
Vicinity families have gone to 
Florida in the winter; the Tripps, 
the Fords, and the Wades all had 
houses in the Bradenton area. 
For these folks, the New Year 
was a time to go south. A series 
of diaries written by the Wade 
family give an idea of what the 
New York folks did in Florida:

Gainesville Fla Jan 1, 1925. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bates, Nelson and 
I ate our New Year’s dinner to-
gether outside our tents plac-
ing our tables together. (Menu:  
fricasseed chicken, sweet and 
white potatoes, cucumber pick-
les, chili sauce, creamed onions, 
green peas, sweet corn, celery, 
cranberries sauce.  Coffee Lem-
on pies.) The men washed the 
dishes for us. Mrs. Bates and 
I called on Mrs. Harder from 
Hudson on this camp.

Jan 1, 1928: Spend the day a 
home. Bates are away the week 
end. Mr. and Mrs. Lasher called 
this afternoon. We spend our 
spare time writing letters. Nel-
son goes to church.

Deland Fla:  Jan 1, 1930 A 
very lovely day. Need no fi re. 
Wash this am; take a nap this af-
ternoon. And go with the Lash-
ers to see the Glorifi ed Ameri-
can Girl.

1934:  Deland, Fla. We go out 
for dinner and go to the movies 
in afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. Kipp 
from Orange City call in the 
evening. Tooldie seems some 
better today. 80 in the shade.

Jan 1, 1935: A lovely day. 
We call on Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
and the Hacks. Have our din-
ner at home. Spend our evening 
with Mr. and Mrs. Luke

Jan 2.  Three callers. Nice 
day. Our anniversary. Hacks for 
the evening.

Jan. 1, 1938: A lovely day. 

Had dinner at home. Junior with 
us. There was a dinner at the CC 
[country club?] Building for the 
Tourists but we did not go. The 
holidays passed off very pleas-
antly. Thunder showers later 
evening.

Jan 1, 1939:  callers this af-
ternoon.

Jan 2 this is our 56th wedding 
anniversary. Quite a change be-
tween then and now

Jan 1, 1940:  Mr. and Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Lasher, Nelson 
and I had our dinner at the Tour-
ist Club Rooms. A very nice 
turkey dinner gotten on purpose 
for the club about 230 were 
there.  Price 80 cents. The busi-
ness meeting at 7:00, then an 
entertainment and refreshments 
and card playing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howards came this afternoon. 

You can see the New York 
folks had a wide circle of 
friends, lots of activities, and 
warm weather. Some of them 
stayed a few months and then 
returned north. Others made 
Florida their permanent home. 

Another diary which has 
no name identifying its owner, 
written in an O-K Seal Theme 
Tablet is one of my favorites. It 
is titled “My Diary for 1936.”

Wed. Jan 1 --1936:  Geils, 
John and I were to Flossies & 
Harris. A beautiful day. Came 
back and stopped at Golda’s, 
they were sawing ice.

Thurs. Jan 2. John went on 
the road I did chores, washed, 
another lovely day starting to 
rain at night. Reggie Fowler 
broke his leg at Newells.

Friday, Jan 3. Johns home, it 
rained all day. John went with 
Floyd Nickerson after hay.  I 
went to Helens.

Saturday Jan 4:  Lovely 
day just like spring. Helen and 
I went to Middleburg got our 
money from Clarence, came 
back by way of Potter Hollow. 
Stopped at Ethel Bates got home 
about 4 oclock had a hay ride 
through the woods.

Sunday Jan 5: Just a perfect 
day Very icy rained last night.  
John walked to Elmers. Geil, 
K.O. and Cecile was down after 
milk.

Mary Wade, wife of Leslie 
Wade, lived in the Green Re-
vival house in Oak Hill. She 
became the Durham Town Clerk 
January 1, 1946 and record-
ed in her diary: We have Town 
Clerk’s offi ce and had the safe 
etc. moved to our house.  Wrote 
a few licenses.  Stayed home for 
New Year’s Day.

Jan. 2:  got desk ready for 
Town Papers, etc.  Had to get 
new battery for car. Pop [Leslie] 
got all the Town Clerk material 
in order for me. Not much busi-
ness yet. 

Brooks Atkinson, the dra-

ma critic for the “New York 
Times,” and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author who had a house in 
Durham on the Susquehanna 
Turnpike for many years, pub-
lished a book in 1951 called 
“Once Around the Sun.” It is 
presented in diary form in that 
there is an essay for every day 
of the year. 

Some essays describe local 
residents, but today I want to 
share his philosophical com-
ments on January 1, 1951. He 
was in New York City that day. 
His musings seem relevant for 
today: “New Year’s Day. The 
new year comes in with a sting. 
New York is alarmed. Rain fall-
ing at a freezing temperature 
has covered the sidewalks with 
a hard glaze. Speaking over the 
city radio the mayor personally 
warns motorists to keep off the 
icy streets. The Weather Bu-
reau forecasts a heavy snow-
storm tonight. At the moment, 
the year looks bright…. we are 
warm and we begin the new 
year triumphantly. The worst 
can happen; occasionally it 
does. Not many of us in Ameri-
ca are prepared for it, for we do 
not believe it in our bones. We 
cheerfully assume that in some 
mystic way love conquers all, 
the good outweighs evil in the 
just balances of the universe and 
that at the eleventh hour some-
thing gloriously triumphant 
will prevent the worst before 
it happens. In the austere light 
of the world’s experience our 
optimism is naïve. When wars 
and depressions strike us down, 
we are shocked, incredulous, 
and unprepared. But cautious 
calculations bore us; they have 
such a dismal appearance and 
sound. To Americans optimism 
is a more congenial attitude. It 
may be even more than that: it 
may be creative. For all that I 
know at the moment, ‘Happy 
New Year’ may be nothing less 
than prophecy as the world be-
gins one more journey around 
the sun.”

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas 
is the Town of Durham Histori-
an. She lives in Oak Hill, thus 
the name of her column. 

Greenville Auto & Truck Parts 
4979 Route 81, Greenville · 518-966-5344 

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 · Sat 8-5 · Sun 9-2 

OVERBAUGH
DUMPSTERS 

15-Yard Dumpsters Available 
Mark Overbaugh - Greenville 

518-947-9981

Spring Cleaning?? 
Want to Get Rid of Old Metal? 
All Metals Picked up FREE!! 

All appliances - Air Conditioners 
Outdoor Grills - Metal Swimming Pools 

Call Today! 
John at 518-756-3056 

Many people kept diaries in the past

The front of the “Once Around the Sun” dust jacket is typical of illustration in 1951 
when it was published. The book sold for $4.

The dress Helen Tripp wrote about in her diary would likely have been similar to those worn by the Tripp ladies in this picture. 
They prided themselves on their fashionable attire, made mostly at home. At that period of time, the local stores sold yard 
good and notions. Some ladies in town had a dressmaker come to stay for a week or so to make their new gowns.

The Tripps had a house in Bradenton, where the whole family visited.  I U was in 
fact living there when he died, but his body was returned to Oak Hill for burial in 
the Oak Hill Cemetery. They were members of the Bradenton Country Club.

Mary Wade of Oak Hill was one of the many area people who went to Florida each 
winter. Some visited; others retired there. Most people drove from the Catskills to 
Florida, and there are numerous accounts of their trips which took several days 
and possibly car repairs along the way. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The back of the dustjacket of Brooks Atkinson’s book pictures him and tells about 
his many achievements.

History of Cornwallville Methodist Church
I was recently in a group that 

began discussing the history of the 
Cornwallville Methodist Church. 
I was pleased that people seemed 
truly interested in the subject and 
I was surprised that everyone, in-
cluding me, had some questions 
about that history.  

I realized that while I have writ-
ten about the Cornwallville Church 
Hall, I have never written about the 
church itself. Today seems a good 
day to do that.  

The Cornwallville Methodist 
Church is arguably the best-known 
church from the town of Durham 
because it was moved to the Farm-
er’s Museum in Cooperstown. It is 
also likely the most traveled church 
building, and its construction is 
also something of a mystery.  

Since the building is now 
owned by the New York State His-
torical Association (NYSHA) and 
located at the Farmers’ Museum in 
Cooperstown, the history is very 
well researched and documented.  

I took my information from a 
booklet written by Wendell Tripp 
called “The Church at the Farm-
ers’ Museum 1791-1964.” Tripp, 
a distant relation of the Tripps who 
owned the brick house in Oak Hill, 
was director of publications at the 
NYSHA Library from 1964 until 
2000. During his many years there 
he researched a variety of subjects 
as well as teaching classes at the 
Cooperstown Graduate Program.

According to Tripp, “In the 
early 1790s, perhaps as early as 
1791, one of the preachers from 
Coeymans Patent formed a class at 
East Durham. It was this class that 
built the frame of the church. For 
reasons unknown the frame, which 
stood on the knoll near the present 
East Durham [Winston] cemetery, 
was not completed and they sold, 
or gave it, to a group of Methodists 
living in New Durham.”

The settlement at New Durham 
had been established in 1984 on 
“Meeting House Hill. They built a 

small village consisting eventually 
of several dwelling houses, a black-
smith shop, a school, two churches 
and a cemetery. Most of the first 
settlers were Presbyterians, and 
soon after their arrival they built a 
log meeting-house, the first church 
on the hill. In succeeding years, the 
village population included a num-
ber of Methodists who acquired the 
church frame from East Durham, 
took it apart, and rebuilt it on Meet-
inghouse Hill, next to the Presby-
terian Church. The date of this first 
removal is uncertain, though it is 
known that the Methodist Society 
of New Durham was not incorpo-
rated until 1819.

“As time went by the settlement 
on Meetinghouse Hill passed out of 
existence. In 1821, both churches 
— Methodist and Presbyterian — 
sought lower ground. The Presby-
terian meeting house was moved 
about a mile north to Broadway 
[Route 145 near the old Durham 
Elementary] and the Methodist 

church was moved to Cornwall-
ville. Here the church would re-
main one hundred and forty-one 
years and would eventually be 
known as the Cornwallville Meth-
odist Episcopal Church.” 

Formal organization of the 
church following its removal from 
Meetinghouse Hill took place in 
1825 when a number of residents 
of the town of Durham (which 
included the villages of Durham, 
East Durham and Cornwallville) 
met at the  Cornwallville church 
and formed a congregation — the 
first Methodist Episcopal Church 
Society or Congregation in the 
town of Durham. At the same time 
a parsonage was bought or built 
in the village of Durham. In 1844 
church members living in Durham 
village formed a separate church, 
but the two churches comprised 
one “charge” with a common par-
son and parsonage. About that time 
the church began to be called “the 
Cornwallville Methodist Episcopal 
Church.” In 1861 the church as-
sumed its final external appearance. 

“Church membership was small 
and intimate throughout its histo-
ry,” Tripp wrote. “In 1801 there 
were about eighty members in the 
Methodist Society and congrega-
tion. In the 1860’s the membership 
was about 201, and in the 1880’s 
approximately 296. By 1960 the 
figure was under 253. Leadership 
came from an even smaller group. 
Of the thirty-three men who served 
as trustees from 1825 to 1900, six-
teen were from just five families.”  

“The Smith, Wetmore, Strong 
and Goff families consistently were 
represented. From 1912 to the end 
of WW II, three men—George D. 
Hull, Addison Z. Smith and Alex 
Parks—served a total of seven-
ty-nine years as trustees.  Between 
1826 and 1944 only twelve differ-
ent men served as church clerk.  Of 
these 118 years, Andrew Jerome 
served twenty-three and William 
S. Borthwick fifty-two. Ellsworth 
Strong was a clerk for a total of 
eleven years and when he died in 
1884 at the age of seventy-two, he 
had also been a steward for fifty 
years.”

In the autumn of 1960, because 
of declining membership it was rec-
ommended by the Conference that 
the Methodist churches of Corn-
wallville, Durham, East Durham 
and Oak Hill be combined to form 
one new church. Although Oak Hill 
elected not to take part, it was done.  
The former Presbyterian Church 
in Durham was purchased for $1 
as the meeting place; in 1961 the 
doors of the Cornwallville church 
were closed. For the first time since 
it had been an unfinished frame in 
East Durham a century and half 
before, the church was without a 
congregation.

In 1947 the New York State 
Historical Association had started a 
search for a church for the village 
at the Farmer’s Museum in Coo-
perstown, which was planned to 
recreate a village of rural New York 
in the decades before the Civil War. 
An appropriate church was very 
important because the social and 
spiritual heart of any such commu-
nity was its church.  

In those 14 years, some 90 
churches were considered. On Oct. 
31, 1961, Miss Ethol M. Watson of 
Cornwallville wrote to Dr. Louis C. 
Jones, director of the NYSHA, and 
brought to his attention the aban-
doned church in Cornwallville. It 
was the proper size for the village. 
It was of acceptable age, was ap-
parently in sound repair and was 
only 63 miles from Cooperstown. 
In July, 1962, the transfer of own-
ership was made.

The church was photographed, 
in every detail; each part was num-
bered and the dismantling began. 
Then a startling discovery was 
made. 

The building was not what it 
seemed. As the plaster and laths 
of the interior walls were stripped 
away, the frames of gothic windows 
appeared. It was soon revealed that 
on the sides of the church where 
there were now four long, rect-
angular windows, there had once 
been two rows of smaller windows 
— five pointed windows above and 
five rectangular windows below. 
On the altar side, where there were 
no windows at all, there had once 
been three small pointed windows 
and two rectangular windows. 

“The appearance of gothic win-
dows obviously meant that at one 
time in its history the church had 
been much different from its pres-
ent appearance.”   

The obvious and immediate 
problem was to determine the ex-
tent of past remodeling and, most 
important of all, the dates on which 
such changes were made.

The meager facts relating to 
structural changes were these, 
Tripp wrote: “In 1791 the church 
frame was built at Durham but was 
not finished. It was sold to the new 
Durham Methodists sometime be-
tween 1795 and 1819 and removed 
to Meetinghouse Hill. This proba-
bly occurred before 1800 though 
the evidence is not conclusive. 
According to tradition the frame 
was dismantled for the journey. In 
1821 it was moved from Meeting-
house Hill to Cornwallville, where 
in the words of Clerk Andrew Je-
rome, it was ‘finished by Benjamin 
Giddens.’ It is not certain wheth-
er the church was dismantled for 
the move to Cornwallville or was 
moved as a single entity. When the 
Presbyterians moved their church 
from the Hill to Broadway that 
same year, they did not dismantle 
it. But the journey to Cornwallville 
was longer and over more difficult 
terrain. When the Presbyterian 
church was moved from Broadway 
to Durham in 1851 it was disman-
tled.”

In 1861, according to Clerk 
Andrew Jerome, the church, “was 
overhaled and underwent a thor-
ough repair by David Griffen of 
Greenville.” The galleries on the 
left and right interior walls were 
removed, leaving a single gallery 
on the rear. A bell was purchased. 
An interior frame was built and 
covered with laths and plaster, cre-
ating a church within a church. In 
1885, a “new” bell was purchased. 
Calvin Borthwick said it sounded 
exactly like the “old “one. In 1893, 
between June 11 and Aug. 6, the 
interior walls of the church were 
covered with tin. This was the last 
structural change.

In summary, the church in 
its very first form was merely a 
frame. While located at Meeting-
house Hill, it was a simple rectan-
gular structure with two rows of 
side windows, gothic on the top, 
rectangular on the bottom. It may 
have had a belfry then and it may 
have had a gallery around the in-
terior walls. Or these features may 
have been added in 1821 when the 
church was moved to Cornwall-
ville and “finished.”  

More definite was the fact that 
in 1861 the church assumed its 
final form with rectangular win-
dows, neo-classical face and belfry, 
and a gallery along the rear of the 
church.

In 1962, a decision was made to 
continue the project and to restore 
the structure to that of 1861. By the 
spring of 1964, the church had been 
moved to Cooperstown and rebuilt. 
The pews were restored, galleries 
were rebuilt in the style of the orig-
inals, the pattern having been dis-
covered on the church walls when 
the tin sheathing was removed.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
An early post card shows the church in Cornwallville.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
A Sunday School class taught by Mrs. Borthwick.
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TCI NY provides an essential 
service to New Yorkers

Processing, recycling, and repairing transformers
 TCI of NY is deemed an essential business in New York for its 
role in the power industry.  The company goes to the utilities with 
specialized trailers to pick up damaged or broken transformers to 
be inspected.  They are either repaired or recycled.  99 percent of 
the material processed is salvaged for beneficial re-use rather than 
landfilled.
 “The service is especially important today due to severe storms 
knocking out transformers.  This has resulted in supply chain issues 
for the utilities,” said John Hamor, Capital Energy Partners.  “TCI 
removes the damaged transformers so they can be replaced or 
repaired.”
 Transformers move electricity from higher to lower voltages 
so it can be delivered safely to homes, schools, and businesses.  
Everything related to electricity uses a transformer.  You see 
throughout your community the can shaped equipment mounted on 
utility poles or green boxes on concrete pads.
 “We are proud to be in Coeymans investing and creating new jobs 
while providing an important service to the community,” says Brian 
Hemlock, TCI’s president.  

To find out more about working at TCI, call John Barr at 
(518) 756-9997 or go to www.tci-ny.com for more information.

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL HOME FOR 60 YEARS!

741 DELAWARE AVENUE, DELMAR, NY 12054

(518) 439-5560
WWW.MEYERSFUNERALHOME.COM

A family owned funeral home, started in 1968 by 
Ben Meyers of Alcove. In recent years taken over by 

his son, Stephen; who lives in Ravena. 

For personal service, flexibility and cost savings on 
your cremation and burial needs. Just 13 miles from 
downtown Ravena. I know people do not like to talk 
to the tax man or funeral director, but if I can be of 

any help at the time of need, please feel free to call.  

Stephen Meyers - Where the name on the sign out 
front matches the guy you talk to.

Burials starting at $2,835
Cremations starting at $995

With the days growing shorter, now’s the perfect 
time to invest in your home’s energy efficiency for the 

winter ahead. Upgrade the look of your home with 
Smarter Windows at GNH. 

Durable, low-maintenance & built to work beautifully 
for decades. Plus, they’re made in upstate New York!

Visit GNH to learn more.

Greenville  |  Windham  |  Latham

Invest in Energy Efficient 
Windows this Fall

Lower Energy Bills
Smaller Carbon Footprint
Exceptionally Solid Design

11780 Rte. 9W • Coxsackie, NY 12192 • 518.653.5367

All Natural ‘I Scream’ 

Ice Cream • Hotdogs

Ice Cream Cakes 
For Any Occasion!

OUTDOOR SUPPLIES
11779 St. Route 9W, 

W.Coxsackie, NY 12192
518-731-3900

EXCAVATING
325 Medway-Earlton Rd.

Earlton, NY. 12058
518-731-6190

Halsted 
Companies
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses
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By Dr. Billy Holland
For Capital Region Independent Media

I remember the day we brought 
Teddy, our English bulldog puppy, 
into our home. The breeder told us 
he was 8 weeks old but after receiv-
ing his papers, we noticed he was 
actually only 6 weeks old at the 
time. 

He was a healthy little bruiser 
and we would laugh at his stum-
bling and being uncoordinated, but 
now we realize it was because he 
was such a baby. 

My wife and I would sit on the 
porch in the evenings and watch 
him explore around in the front 
yard. He was so happy as he would 
jump and roll in the grass and in-
vestigate his new surroundings, but 
when he would hear a loud com-
motion like a noisy car passing by, 
it would scare him and he would 
come running to us. 

After a while, he gradually 
became more used to the traffi c 
sounds and the lawn mowers, and 
eventually it did not bother him.

We hear about those who live 
close to railroad tracks or airports 
and how they are sensitive to the 
sounds at fi rst, but eventually get 
used to them. I collect old clocks 
and when people come in they 
ask how we can stand all of these 
chimes and gongs, but we do not 
even notice them. 

It’s one thing to get used to 
sights and sounds that do not hinder 
our spiritual lives, but it’s danger-
ous to let our guards down when 
it comes to accepting things that 
are contrary to God’s standard of 
sanctifi cation. Our newborn spirit 
is sensitive to what we see and hear 

and what a challenge it is to protect 
our mind. 

As Christians, we have a re-
sponsibility to guard our hearts 
from the negativity and darkness 
of this world that is trying to pull us 
away from God’s presence. Unfor-
tunately, many individuals, includ-
ing church members, are convinced 
there is no harm in absorbing a con-
stant barrage of negative television 
shows, movies and social media. 

It’s a shame the era of innocence 
is now only a memory. A lifestyle of 
purity is now considered fanatical 
and old-fashioned and not respect-
ed any more. 

I remember the old “Dick Van 
Dyke Show” where, even though 
Rob and Laura were married, there 
were two separate beds in the bed-
room. Back then, even the idea of a 
married couple in the same bed was 
socially taboo, and that was only 50 
years ago. 

The old westerns like “Roy 
Rogers” and “The Lone Ranger” 
were not about killing, but were 
hardly anything more than jumping 
off a horse and punching someone 
in the nose. When I was a kid, we 
would watch programs like “Bo-
nanza,” “Lawrence Welk” and the 
“Wonderful World of Disney.” We 
were not exposed to extreme vio-
lence, witchcraft and the constant 
sex scenes as we are today. 

So, what happened to our cul-
ture’s modesty? The days of blush-
ing and embarrassment are gone as 
the shock factor has caused many 
minds and hearts to become cal-
loused. 

This is exactly what the enemy 
wanted so the masses would lose 
their spiritual sensitivity to God’s 

voice. As the entertainment indus-
try continues to push the limits of 
sorcery and debauchery, those who 
indulge are being tempted to dwell 
on dark thoughts that are ungodly, 
instead of what is lovely and just. 

If we are not careful, even the 
children of God can become numb 
to corruption, deviance and wick-
edness, very much like the frog 
who sits in the pan of water on the 
stove and hardly notices he is be-
ing boiled alive. If we absorb and 
accept small amounts of impurities 
here and there, before long we will 
not be offended or insulted by any-
thing. Sadly, we might even begin 
to enjoy it. 

It’s no secret that most people 
do not want to hear about self-dis-
cipline, repentance or messages that 
contain topics about how changing 
the way we think will change the 
way we live. In man’s carnal de-
fense, his emotions consider this 
intrusion as meddling and no one’s 
business, including the one who 
created him. 

These uncomfortable and re-
bellious attitudes are God’s way of 
convicting us of our guilt. It’s His 
way of getting our attention that we 
are doing something wrong, but of-
ten our emotions love it too much 
to stop. 

We all face this daily battle be-
cause our fallen nature is opposed to 
virtuous living and always willing 
to fi ght for its independence. One 
of the greatest failures for anyone, 
including Christians, is to ignore the 
reverential fear of God and His de-
mand to live holy.

Read more about the Christian 
life at billyhollandministries.com.

Being accountable for our 
spiritual sensitivity

Living on Purpose

Because you care! 
Sometimes, things don’t always work out at home for a child.     
New  York’s Office of Children and Family Services estimates that 130,000 

children around the state live with a grandparent, an aunt or uncle, or other 
family member. Some even live with close family friends. When a family member 
or close family friend assumes the responsibility of caring for a child, that’s called 
Kinship Care.        

Perhaps you are a kinship care provider, or know someone who is. If you are, 
you do it for all the right reasons. Because you care.  But there’s good news.    
St. Catherine’s Center for Children has launched a new program to support    
kinship caregivers in Albany, Schenectady, Greene and Ulster Counties. The     
program connects caregivers like you to a variety of community and public     
support services, providing you with the tools you need to succeed. Want to learn 
more? Call us at the number below, or email kinshipcare@st-cath.org 

St. Catherine’s Center for Children 
40 North Main Avenue, Albany, NY 12203 

www.st-cath.org  •  518-453-6700

St-Cath_Kinship Care_6-21_Layout 1  6/30/2021  2:37 PM  Page 1
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• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

Nation
Pickers

• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

2530 Route 9W, Ravena, NY
Closed Monday • Open 11-5
Saturday’s 10-5
518.495.9225

An Affordable 25 Multi Dealer
Antique / Vintage / Collectable Shop

FOUNDED IN 1958

Anatriello Agency
Insurance of course!

2477 US Route 9W, Ravena, NY 12143
Johna@AnatrielloAgency.com • AnatrielloAgency.com

“Excellent to do 
business with.”

-Peter Mahan

“Very friendly and 
knowledgeable 

people. A 
pleasure to do 
business with!!”

-Darrell Owens

“Competitive prices. 
Detail oriented and personalized 

service. Thumbs up.”

-Pete Foronda

HOUSEAUTO BUSINESS
u Personal Service

u Attention To Detail

u Over 60 Years Of Family Owned Business 

u Providing Service To The Community

Deep Steam Extraction
For your carpets, upholstery, 

vehicle, & office!

518.756.2669
Raymond Magee - Owner

Brightway 
Cleaning Service

Call Today 518.528.0144
challacombeconstruction@gmail.com

Challacombe Spray Foam

www.ChallacombeConstruction.com

Providing Kitchen and Bathroom 
Remodels and Spray Foam Applications
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations
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Your Mind,Feed
A FamilyFeed

The Greenville Pioneer will provide turkey dinners 
to families in need and you can help. From now until 

December 17th, we’ll donate one meal to families in need for 
every item purchased on the menu below.*

HOW TO HELP:

New Subscriber’s Menu
New Customers 2 years ($80) = 1 meal

Current Customer’s Menu
Renew and switch to EZ-Pay ($40 per year) = 1 meal

Renew for 2 years - ($80) = 2 meals
MEAL: 12 lb. turkey, 2 cans of corn, 1 box of stuffing, 1 bag of potatoes, 

1 can of cranberry sauce, a 12 pack of rolls, and a liter of soda*

THE FACTS: 
• 1 in 9 people in New York are facing hunger every day. 
• 1 in 6 children in New York are facing hunger every day. 
• 32.4% of households receiving SNAP benefits have children
• Charitable programs are unable to fully support those facing hunger. 
 The combination of charity and government assistance programs are 
 necessary to help bridge the meal gap.**

*Each meal will be hand delivered to a family in need and/or given to a vetted food pantry or organization that helps to feed our community. **https://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/new-york

Participating Organizations:
Helping Harvest, St. Catherine’s Center of Children, The Albany Teen Challenge, 

Church of Saint Patrick and Trinity United Methodist Church

CALL TODAY 413-212-0130

GAME CHANGERS:

Debra G. Danner
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Call us to make your tee time 
reservation today!

518.756.9555
Walk-ins are welcome, but please 
understand there may be a wait

38 TOMPKINS RD, RAVENA, NY 12143
MON - SAT: 7AM - 8PM | SUN: 7AM - 6PM

$35 LUNCH SPECIAL*

Wednesdays. 18 Holes of Golf with Cart & Lunch.
EXPIRES 9/1/22. *Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Soda, Water

$150 
COUPON

for a Round of Golf 
for 4 People 

including Golf Cart!
EXPIRES 11/1/22

15% OFF
COUPON

for Dinning at 
The Sycamore 

Restaurant & Bar
EXPIRES 11/1/22

Crossroads Ford
We are locally-owned & operated & our staff is customer-friendly with no 

pressure, so you can make the best decision for your next vehicle purchase.

518-756-4000 • 2351 Rt. 9W Ravena, NY • (Just 10 miles South of Albany)

ALERT!
These
NEW  

VEHICLES  
just landed  
& WON’T  
last long!

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS 
FORD EDGEFORD EDGEFORD EDGEFORD EDGEFORD EDGEFORD EDGEFORD EDGE

2 left

FORD F-150  
LARIAT

FORD F-150 FORD F-150 FORD F-150 FORD F-150 FORD F-150 FORD F-150 
1 left

FORD EXPLORER XLT 
SPORT APPEARANCE
FORD EXPLORER XLTFORD EXPLORER XLTFORD EXPLORER XLTFORD EXPLORER XLTFORD EXPLORER XLTFORD EXPLORER XLTFORD EXPLORER XLTFORD EXPLORER XLTFORD EXPLORER XLTFORD EXPLORER XLT

1 left

1 left
FORD ESCAPE SEL

11
85
16
_4

Outer Banks, AWD, 
4dr SUV, LOADED, 

Power Moonroof, B&O 
Premium Sound, SATT 

Radio, 21,119 Miles.

Call for Price

2021 FORD BRONCO SPORT

STK#    U11517T

4dr Sedan, Navigation, 
Power Sunroof,  

Alloy Wheel Package, 
Power Windows/Locks/

Seats, 7,123 Miles.

Call for Price

2019 FORD FUSION HYBRID SE

STK# U11483C

11
85
16
_4

11
85
16
_4

AWD, Back Up Camera, 
Power Moonroof, 
Upgraded Red Leather 
Interior, Power Driver 
Seat, 19,944 Miles.
$31,995

2018 SUBARU FORESTER PREMIUM

STK#  U11418T

Touring L, 4dr Mini Van, 
V6 Automatic, LOADED, 
Back Up Camera, 
Leather Trimmed Seats, 
70,029 Miles.
$17,995

2013 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY

STK#  U11470T

to expand the group’s reach in ad-
vocating for horses.

“We bought the old Wild 
Times factory,” she said. “It’s a 
9,000-square-foot warehouse that 
we are going to turn into an educa-
tion center, an art gallery, put a few 
pads in for campers to come to do 
an Airbnb. What is so beautiful for 
the horses is that there are about 
13 acres that are clear that we can 
fence in and add to our pastures.”

The new site also gives Un-
bridled access to something they 
had very little of — storage space 
— and when you are caring for 40 
horses, suffi cient storage capacity is 
a must.

“The beauty of this location 
is that we have very large storage 
areas, so we have a hay barn. We 
just got a tractor-trailer load of hay, 
which is 30,000 pounds of hay, 
so we can store that here,” Kayne 
said. “That is an example of what 
we didn’t have in Coxsackie. It was 
very challenging not having the 
storage space.”

Kayne said she has been in-
volved with horses her whole life 
and developed an affi nity and love 
for the animals.

“I do what I do because I love 
horses, I have loved them my whole 
life,” she said. “I was always in-
volved with them competitively, 
whether in show jumping or in rac-
ing or endurance-type riding.”

That love of horses evolved into 
advocacy and a lifelong passion for 
protecting them.

“Over the decades, I got to re-
ally know and understand who 
horses are, from their mind to their 
personality to the depth of emotions 
that they have, to their socialization 
and their capacity to feel, just as we 
do, and that they are truly fellow 
sentient beings,” Kayne said. “As 
that developed in me, I also concur-
rently saw how many horses were 
being abused, neglected, the subject 
of cruelty cases, and, most egre-
giously, the hundreds of thousands 
that ship to slaughter.”

Horse slaughter is illegal in the 
United States, but horse auctions 
are still permitted, and brokers pur-
chase the animals at these auctions 
and then ship them to Canada or 
Mexico where they can be legally 
slaughtered. The number of horses 
in the slaughter pipeline has been 
reduced to 85,000 to 90,000 a year, 
Kayne said. Those numbers spurred 
her to action.

“I became really active with 

advocacy, with speaking, trying to 
embolden a new ethical perspective 
to consider who horses are, as our 
friends and companions, and done 
a lot of work legislatively,” Kayne 
said.

One of the advocacy measures 
she took on was working with state 
lawmakers to pass the fi rst law in 
New York state that prevents Thor-
oughbred, breeding and racing 
stock horses from being sold for 
slaughter or transferred through the 
state for slaughter.

“That was a groundbreaking bill 
that Gov. [Kathy] Hochul signed 
into law at the beginning of this 
year,” Kayne said. “That is a huge 
step for horses and for the fi rst time 
criminalizes the act of selling cer-
tain horses to slaughter.”

She said she hopes to do more 
on the legislative end in protecting 
horses.

“I will use my voice, my time, 
my talent to do everything I can to 
change hearts and minds and laws 
to protect horses, and also to edu-
cate people as to what is going on 
with the plight that horses face and 
what they can do and how they can 
become active participants to enjoy 
horses,” Kayne said.

Pamela Geskie, president and 
executive director of the Greene 
County Chamber of Commerce, 
was on hand to help the volunteers 
and advocates of Unbridled to cut 
the ribbon on the new facility.

“Susan [Kayne] is amazing — 
the love that she has for what she 
does and for these horses, and the 
love that is given back to her by 
these amazing animals, sometimes 
I am at a loss for words because she 
just does so much, and she does it 
because she loves doing it and be-
cause she really cares,” Geskie said.

Volunteer Rachel Zanchelli 
began volunteering at Unbridled 
about a year ago when the group 
was still at its Coxsackie facility. 
She feeds, waters, grooms the an-
imals, and helps out wherever she 
can. Her love for horses has only 
grown over that span of time.

“It’s an outlet for me. I call it 
horse therapy,” Zanchelli said. “It’s 
just so rewarding. These horses 
have been through so much that it 
brings tears to my eyes.”

Many of the animals that come 
to Unbridled have been neglected 
or abused, but while some are fear-
ful when they fi rst get there, they 
become loving animals to the peo-
ple who care for them.

“It’s like you have 40 four-
legged friends,” Zanchelli said.

PARK, from page 1
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AUTO & 
TIRE SERVICE

Proudly Serving Our Community For Four Generations

518-756-3127
(Fax) 518-756-2900
info@CA-Albright.com 
www.ca-albright.com

GARAGE LOCATION: 

13640 Route 9W 
(Corner of 9W & 144) 

Hannacroix, NY 12087

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm • Saturday: 8am - Noon

• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, 
     Shocks, Transmision, 
     Diagnostics
• Firefi ghters “Thank You” 
     discount — 10% off 
     auto service

Buy 4 Continental
or General Tires

Get FREE Rotation
for ONE YEAR when 
you come in for an 

Oil Change

HEATING 
&  COOLING 

SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-
     effi cient systems can save 
     you up to 30% on your 
     utility bills’
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C 
     & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support 
     unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest 
     Greenest technology 
     available
• Rebates available on 
     select systems
• Both York and Trio have 
     quiet, effi cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency 
     Service
• Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry 
     and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable 
     and courteous drivers
• Clean and Effi cient 
     High-Grade Heating Oil

Formula for success 
is very simple!  

Low Prices + Quality Fuel Oil
+ Great Service = 

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!

Facebook.com/CAAlbrights • Convenient Online Bill Pay
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WE ACCEPT

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

Infrared 
FIT Bodywrap® 

Benefits can include weight loss, 
cellulite reduction, pain relief, 
relaxation, skin rejuvenation, 

and detoxification!

Tanning
One Month Package

Tanning made 
easy and hassle-free. 

We have both a 
tanning bed and a booth.

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

(518) 731-2559

Salon 255 LTD is a state of the art salon offering a full menu of services 
in a warm and luxurious atmosphere. Our professional, friendly staff 
are trained in the latest trends and are always advancing their 
education. In an industry that is forever changing, it is our priority to 
always provide a superior experience!

With a variety of offerings and services to choose from, we’re sure you 
will be happy working with us. We are looking forward to working with 
you and helping you look fabulous!

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10am-6pm
SATURDAY 9am-2pm
SUNDAY Closed
MONDAY Closed

You look fabulous!
SALON 255 LTD

salon255ltd.com

255 Mansion Street
Coxsackie, NY

Specials

“Journalism keeps you planted in the earth.”

#SupportRealNews

- Ray Bradbury

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
One of the horses at Unbridled enjoys an afternoon snack.
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