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COVID-19 death toll 
could reach 240,000

See page 9

We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
News about COVID-19 is chang-
ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
ably changed since we sent this 
paper to the printing presses. We 
encourage you, if possible, to 
visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/greenvillepioneer 
where we are sharing breaking 
news, closings and cancelations. 

To our readers,

Thank you, 
The Greenville Pioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―
Everyone is aware by now 
of mandates to practice so-
cial distancing, hand hygiene 
and other ways of preventing 
transmission of the coronavi-
rus, but here’s a possible dan-
ger you may not have thought 
of — spreading the virus 
through your trash.

Trash disposal was deemed 
an “essential” service by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo when he put 
strict regulations in place in 
the battle against COVID-19. 
But waste-disposal experts say 
there are risks if garbage is not 
handled and packaged proper-
ly — and that is a concern for 
them.

In Greenville, the town 
recycling center is open, but 
with limited hours. Town res-
idents needing to dispose of 
trash or recyclables can stop 
by the center from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday and Sat-
urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
the community safe, we ask 
that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 
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Trash is a possible danger when it comes to spreading COVID-19.

Trash can pose 
COVID-19 risk

See TRASH, page 10

Schools 
remain 
closed

By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

GREENVILLE—Schoo l s 
will remain closed statewide 
through mid-April and the state’s 
fi rst temporary hospital was 
completed in New York City on 
Friday as New York remains the 
nation’s epicenter for the novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Schools will now remain 
closed statewide through April 
15. Schools across New York 
were ordered closed March 18 
through April 1 to be reassessed 
every two weeks. The state’s 
waiver was extended for school 
districts to receive state aid with-
out holding physical classes for 
180 days. 

During this time, schools are 
still required to provide continu-
ity of instruction, meals for stu-
dents and information on avail-
able childcare resources

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier,” 
said Greenville Central School 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland. “When the District 
receives additional guidance 
concerning the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, we will be able 
to share more details and answer 
additional questions, including 
those surrounding spring break, 
grading, and other regulatory 
requirements. We recognize the 
diffi culties faced by our students 
and families and ask for patience 
during these unprecedented 
times.”

“Our teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families have done an 
amazing job working together to 
keep our students engaged while 
schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
proposed budget amend-
ment that would cut local 
voices out of the solar per-
mitting process is moving 
forward despite pushback 
from Greene and Columbia 
county officials.

Negotiations are con-
tinuing on the proposed 
changes to siting solar and 
wind energy, known as the 
Accelerated Renewable 
Energy Growth and Com-
munity Benefit Act, said 
Jordan Levine, deputy com-
munications director for the 
energy and environment in 
the office of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“It is impossible to say 

if anything outside the 
normal will get done, but 
renewable energy siting is 
still on the table,” he said.

Since the budget amend-
ment was announced on 
Feb. 21, local officials have 
warned that changing so-
lar siting laws to abolish 
the existing review process 
would violate home rule 
and diminish local author-
ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
Supervisor Rick Hanse.

“We are at the mercy 
of the state whether they 
take it out of the budget, 

and should it pass, the state 
will have complete authori-
ty to override town zoning 
laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
ist.”

Hanse said local offi-
cials have been lobbying 
lawmakers to debate the 
proposed amendment sep-
arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 

the amount of ‘touch’ our drivers have on garbage.”
— CARMEN BARBATO JR., OWNER OF CARMEN BARBATO, INC.

O�  cials are 
concerned that the 
proposed changes 

could accelerate the 
development of solar 
farms across Greene 

and Columbia 
counties, including 

Hecate Energy’s 
proposed 700-acre 

facility in Copake and 
the Flint Mine solar 

project in Coxsackie.
See SOLAR, page 10

A craft fair nearly 400 years in the making
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

COXSACKIE — When Pieter Bronck 
built his single-room stone house in what is 
now Coxsackie back in 1663, he likely nev-
er imagined that one day visitors would fl ock 
there to celebrate his then-modest home.

Yet that’s what happened last Sunday 
when the annual Heritage Craft Fair was held 
on the grounds of the Bronck Museum that 
now has 11 buildings, including a kitchen de-
pendency advocates are trying to stabilize and 
save.

The craft fair drew vendors from around 
the region and gave museum supporters a 
chance to share the historic site’s background.

“This is our 20-plus year of the Heritage 
Craft Fair at the museum,” Curator Shelby 
Mattice said. “This year we have expanded it 
as much as we can to purveyors of consum-
ables, so we have olive oil purveyors, we have 
beef purveyors and I think we even have one 
person who is selling wine. This year we also 
have representatives of [Cornell] Cooperative 

Extension for informational purposes and we 
have a nonprofi t that supports raptors, who is 

giving out information.”
And, of course, the grounds and buildings 

were fi lled with craft vendors.
“The houses are all full of our regular 

crafters — a lot of them have been coming 
since the beginning,” Mattice said. “This 
started out as a demonstration of traditional 
crafts — no sales, just a demonstration.”

Bill Brynda of Hannacroix Hampshires 
and Lincolns, a farm that raises sheep, said 
his family has been bringing their animals to 
the craft fair since its inception.

“We have been coming to this since the 
fi rst event they had here over 20 years ago,” 
Brynda said. “That was just a demonstration 
— my wife did a demonstration on how to 
make felt using wool. Now we bring the ani-
mals and we let the kids pet them.”

This year’s craft fair is the fi rst in three 
years to have opened the buildings’ doors to 
activity due to the COVID-19 pandemic that 
started in 2020.

“Since COVID, this is the fi rst time we 
are back in the houses and places we haven’t 
been for the last three years,” Mattice said. 

See FAIR, page 13
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Dredging project 
gives pond 

a fresh start
See page 7

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — A new 
spate of vandalism at Vanderbilt 
Town Park left a “shocking” 
surprise for town officials — 
park benches suspended 10 feet 
above the ground and picnic ta-
bles standing on end against the 
playground slides.

“We had additional vandal-
ism in the park over the last 
couple of days,” Town Supervi-
sor Paul Macko said Thursday. 
“Someone took all the picnic ta-
bles and stacked them up on top 
of the swing set. I don’t know 

how they did it.”
The vandalism was dis-

covered by Town Councilman 
Richard Bear last week when he 
went to the park to check out an 
unrelated project.

“I was up there looking at a 
project being done at the park 
and I saw it,” Bear said. “[Town 
Councilman] Travis Richards 
was also there and we both saw 
it. We got some Boy Scouts 
who were there working and 
they helped us take it down.”

State police are investigat-
ing, he said.

The park furniture is made of 
solid wood and is quite heavy. 

“We were very surprised — 
we were shocked,” Bear said. 
“We couldn’t believe they could 
get them that high in the air. 
They are very heavy.”

The park’s wooden bench-
es were placed on top of the 
playground’s swing set and the 
picnic tables were leaned up 
against the slides and ladders, 
he said.

“One of the benches was 
broken on the bottom and one 
of the tables had a board that 
was broken, but it’s all been 
repaired and put back in the 

See PARK, page 18
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The kitchen dependency on the grounds of the Bronck Museum was built in the 1800s and is the 
focus of a major fundraising campaign to stabilize and save the structure.

Vandals leave park benches 10 feet in the air
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Park benches and picnic tables were damaged in a vandalism incident at 
Vanderbilt Town Park, Town Supervisor Paul Macko said.

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

EAST DURHAM — Nearly 
two dozen tractors both large 
and small wound their way 
through East Durham for the 
town’s first-ever charity tractor 
run.

A popular fundraising event 
in small villages in Ireland, 
the tractor run made its way to 
Route 145 on Oct. 8.

“We are doing a charity 
run,” said organizer Michael 
Reilly, owner of McReilly’s 
Resort in East Durham. “This is 
our first time doing it — it’s a 
tractor run. They are very popu-
lar in Ireland at the moment and 
they raise a lot of money for 
charities.”

This is the first time such an 
event was held in Greene Coun-
ty, and Reilly said he hopes to 
make it an annual event that 
will grow larger with time.

“They do it in Ireland on 
a bigger scale but this is our 
first time doing it so hopeful-
ly it will be bigger next year,” 
he said. “The first year we are 
just getting it off the ground and 
getting it going.”

Funds raised during the trac-
tor run were donated to the East 

Durham Volunteer Fire Compa-
ny and other charitable groups 
in honor of Seamus Crilly, a 
local firefighter who died last 
year.

“We are raising money for 
the fire department and we 

are also doing it in the name 
of Seamus Crilly, who used to 
work with the fire department,” 
Reilly said. “He died last year. 
We are going to create a schol-

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Tractors line up at McReilly’s Resort for the start of the fundraising event.
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Tractors of all sizes and styles took part in the event.

Tractors wind through town for a good cause

See TRACTORS, page 19
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OCTOBER 2022
21-23 - Halloween in the Catskills, 
at Blackthorne Resort, 348 Sunside 
Road, East Durham. 
30 - Fall Forge Fest - costume par-
ty, prizes, music, from 2-7 p.m., at 
Shinglekill Falls Farmers Market, 500 
Mountain Avenue, Purling. Free ad-
mission.

NOVEMBER 2022
1 - Durham Town Board workshop, 
7:30 p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
3 - Cairo Planning Board meeting, 
7 p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
4 - First Fridays Catskill, all day, Main 
Street, Catskill.
7 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 
p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
11 - Veterans Day. Cairo town offices 
closed.
11 - Festival of Trees opening night, 
7-10 p.m., at Anthony’s Banquet 
Hall, Leeds. 
12 - Festival of Trees, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., at Anthony’s Banquet Hall, 
Leeds. 
13 - Festival of Trees, 10 a.m. to 4 

p.m., at Anthony’s Banquet Hall, 
Leeds.
15 - Durham Town Board meeting, 
7:30 p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
16 - Cairo Town Board workshop, 7 
p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
19-20 - Chilly Willy Winter’s Eve 
Tours, at Bronck Museum, Route 9W, 
tours at 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. 
Reservations required. Adults $10.
21 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 
7 p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 
Route 32, Greenville.
24 - Thanksgiving. All town offices 
closed.
26 - Windham Festival Chamber Or-
chestra Performance, 8 p.m., at Doc-
torow Center for the Arts, 7971 Main 
Street, Hunter. Tickets $25. Call 518-
263-2063 for more information.

DECEMBER 2022
1 - Cairo Planning Board meeting, 
7 p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
3 - Performance: “The Nutcracker,” at 
Orpheum Performing Arts Center, 
6050 Route 23A, Tannersville. Tick-
ets $25. Performances at 2 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m.

4 - Performance: “The Nutcracker,” at 
Orpheum Performing Arts Center, 
6050 Route 23A, Tannersville. Tick-
ets $25. Performance at 2 p.m.
5 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 
p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
6 - Durham Town Board workshop, 
7:30 p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
10 - Athens Victorian Stroll, in vil-
lage of Athens, 1-5 p.m. Includes 
free ice skating rink at Athens Riv-
erfront Park, bring your own skates. 
Free admission, music and activities.
10 - Performance: “The Nutcracker,” 
at Orpheum Performing Arts Center, 
6050 Route 23A, Tannersville. Tick-
ets $25. Performances at 2 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m.
11 - Performance: “The Nutcracker,” 
at Orpheum Performing Arts Center, 
6050 Route 23A, Tannersville. Tick-
ets $25. Performances at 2 p.m.
19 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 
7 p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 
Route 32, Greenville.
20 - Durham Town Board meeting, 
7:30 p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
21 - Cairo Town Board workshop, 7 
p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  
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  BIG
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THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

To have your organiza-
tion’s events added to our 

calendar, please enter them 
online at www.greenvillepi-

oneer.com
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

For over 30 years, the Carver 
Company’s Core Compe-

tencies consist of General & 
Marine Construction, Sand 

and Gravel Mining, Property 
Management, Port, Stevedor-

ing, Terminal & Warehouse 
Management, Maritime and 
Logistics, and Tug and Barge 

Marine Towing. 
494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

www.facebook.com/
GreenvillePioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

The state lifted the months’ long 
drought watch on Greene Coun-
ty after most of upstate received 
steady amounts of rainfall in Sep-
tember.

The state’s Drought Manage-
ment Task Force issued the up-
date Oct. 9, moving the area from 
“drought watch” to “normal.” 

Just about all counties in the 
northern and western sections of the 
state had the watch lifted. 

Counties returning to “normal” 
include Greene, Albany, Broome, 
Cayuga, Chautauqua, Chenango, 
Columbia, Cortland, Delaware, 
Erie, Fulton, Genesee, Herkimer, 
Livingston, Madison, Monroe, 
Montgomery, Niagara, Onondaga, 

Oneida, Ontario, Orleans, Otsego, 
Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, 
Schoharie, Seneca, Sullivan, Tioga, 
Tompkins, Washington, Wyoming, 
and Yates. 

While the drought watch has 
been lifted in these areas, the state 
continues to encourage residents to 
not waste water unnecessarily.

“Despite the encouraging hy-
drological conditions, all New 
Yorkers are urged to continue re-
ducing unnecessary water waste, 
fi xing leaks and choosing effi cient 
water fi xtures,” according to a state-
ment from the DEC.

Counties that remained in a 
“drought watch” at press time in-
clude Dutchess, Nassau, Orange, 
Putnam, Rockland, Suffolk and Ul-
ster, due to continued rainfall defi -
cits, unseasonably low stream fl ows 

and groundwater declines.
“A watch is the fi rst of four 

levels of state drought advisories, 
which are watch, warning, emer-
gency and disaster,” according to 
the DEC. “No mandatory restric-
tions are in place under a state 
drought watch.”

New York City and Westchester 
County were already categorized as 
“normal” status prior to the change 
because of satisfactory storage lev-
els in its reservoirs.

Most of New York state went 
into drought watch in August due 
to below-normal rainfall over the 
previous three months, leading to 
low stream fl ows and groundwater 
levels. Excessively low amounts 
of precipitation during a hot, dry 
summer challenged water supplies 
around the state.

State lifts drought watch on county
COURTESY OF DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION    

The drought watch issued in August was lifted Sunday in Greene and most upstate counties.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a con-
viction. All persons listed are innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law. 
Charges can be amended or dismissed.

STATE POLICE
■ Paul Kozlowski, 33, of Eliza-

ville, was arrested Sept. 29 at 11:03 
a.m. in Cairo and charged with sec-
ond-degree bail jumping, a class 
E felony. Kozlowski was issued 
$20,000 cash bail.

■ Michael Peters, 55, of Cox-
sackie, was arrested Sept. 29 at 
11:10 a.m. in Athens and charged 
with first-degree operating a motor 
vehicle impaired by drugs, an un-
classified misdemeanor. Peters’ ar-
restee status was not reported.

■ Renee John, 32, of Cairo, was 
arrested Sept. 29 at 9:23 p.m. in 
Cairo and charged with operating 
a motor vehicle with a blood-alco-
hol content over 0.08% and driving 
while intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. John was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Jazz Bennett, 40, of Coxsack-
ie, was arrested Sept. 30 at 10:54 
a.m. in Cairo and charged with 
first-degree possession of danger-
ous contraband in a prison, a class 
D felony. Bennett was held.

■ Daniel Josefsberg, 47, of 
Coxsackie, was arrested Oct. 2 at 
3:45 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with third-degree assault with in-
tent to cause physical injury, crim-
inal obstruction of breathing and 
fourth-degree criminal mischief/
preventing an emergency call, all 
class A misdemeanors. Josefsberg 
was held.

■ Robert Lambert, 33, of Cai-
ro, was arrested Oct. 3 at 12:56 
a.m. in Cairo and charged with 
third-degree criminal possession of 
a weapon, a class D felony; aggra-
vated family offense, a class E fel-
ony; and third-degree assault with 
intent to cause physical injury and 
second-degree menacing/weapon, 
both class A misdemeanors. Lam-
bert was released on his own recog-
nizance.

■ Anthony Alford, 31, of 
Catskill, was arrested Oct. 3 at 11:55 
a.m. in Coxsackie and charged with 
seventh-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class A 

misdemeanor, and first-degree op-
eration of a motor vehicle impaired 
by drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. Alford was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Katherine Sulkey, 60, of 
Catskill, was arrested Oct. 4 at 4:40 
p.m. in Catskill and charged with 
one count of third-degree grand lar-
ceny and 14 counts of second-de-
gree forgery, both class D felonies; 
and two counts of second-degree 
criminal contempt, a class A mis-
demeanor. Sulkey was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Ross Hendrick, 44, of Philm-
ont, was arrested Oct. 6 at 3:12 
p.m. in Catskill and charged with 
manufacture of drug-related para-
phernalia and seventh-degree crim-
inal possession of a controlled sub-
stance, both class A misdemeanors. 
Hendrick was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Lawrence Osborn, 31, of 
Philmont, was arrested Oct. 6 at 
6:30 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with one count each of manufac-
ture of drug-related paraphernalia, 
third-degree auto stripping and 
seventh-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance; and two 
counts of fifth-degree criminal pos-
session of stolen property, all class 
A misdemeanors. Osborn was held.

■ Drew Wagner, 34, of Albany, 
was arrested Oct. 8 at 7:15 p.m. in 
Catskill and charged with driving 
while intoxicated and aggravated 
driving while intoxicated, both un-
classified misdemeanors. Wagner 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Robert Muraskin, 51, of Cai-
ro, was arrested Oct. 8 at 8:45 p.m. 
in Cairo and charged with operating 
a motor vehicle with a blood-alco-
hol content over 0.08% and driving 
while intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. Muraskin’s arrestee 
status was not reported.

■ Jennifer Lyles, 45, of Cairo, 
was arrested Oct. 9 at 2:56 a.m. 
in Catskill and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class 
A misdemeanor, and driving while 
intoxicated, an unclassified misde-
meanor. Lyles was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Maria Sanchez, 45, of Sau-
gerties, was arrested Aug. 8 at 5:15 
p.m. in Catskill and charged with 
third-degree criminal trespass, a 
class B misdemeanor. Sanchez was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Maria Otero, 30, of Catskill, 
was arrested Oct. 8 at 5:15 p.m. in 
Catskill and charged with third-de-
gree criminal trespass, a class B 
misdemeanor. Otero was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Cody Garner, 27, of Green-
ville, was arrested Oct. 9 at 5:59 
p.m. in Greenville and charged with 
first-degree operating a motor ve-
hicle impaired by drugs, an unclas-
sified misdemeanor. Garner was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ William Farrand, 21, of Cox-
sackie, was arrested Oct. 10 at 10:23 
p.m. in Coxsackie and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. 

■ Alison Williams, 40, of 
Catskill, was arrested Oct. 10 at 
4:13 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with prohibited sale of an alcoholic 
beverage and first-degree unlawful 
dealing with a child/alcohol, both 
class A misdemeanors. Williams 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Jeffrey Young, 51, of Cox-
sackie, was arrested Oct. 11 at 6:58 
p.m. in Coxsackie and charged with 
criminal mischief/intent to damage 
property, a class A misdemeanor. 
Young’s arrest status was not re-
ported.

■ Eliseo Paz, 33, of Jersey City, 

New Jersey, was arrested Oct. 12 at 
12:40 a.m. in New Baltimore and 
charged with operating a motor ve-
hicle with a blood-alchol content 
over 0.08%, driving while intox-
icated/commercial motor vehicle 
0.08%, driving while intoxicated 
and driving while intoxicated/com-
mercial motor vehicle first offense, 
all unclassified misdemeanors. Paz 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Jayme Gaulin, 50, of Norton 
Hill, was arrested Oct. 11 at 10:43 
p.m. in Greenville and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. Gaulin 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Jeffrey Young, 51, of Cox-
sackie, was arrested Oct. 12 at 1:28 
p.m. in Coxsackie and charged with 
second-degree criminal contempt/
disobeying a court order, a class A 
misdemeanor. Young was released 
on his own recognizance.

■ David Wells, 58, of Coxsack-
ie, was arrested Oct. 12 at 11:37 
p.m. in New Baltimore and charged 
with seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, a 
class A misdemeanor, and operating 
a motor vehicle impaired by drugs, 
an unclassified misdemeanor. Wells 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Stefan Auclaire, 23, of East 
Durham, was arrested Oct. 12 at 
11:31 p.m. in Durham and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. Au-

claire was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Frank Hempstead, 52, of 
Westerlo, was arrested Oct. 13 at 
4:48 p.m. in Coxsackie and charged 
with seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor, and oper-
ation of a motor vehicle impaired 
by drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. Hempstead was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Leslie Melendez, 22, of Ath-
ens, was arrested Oct. 14 at 1:24 
a.m. in Catskill and charged with 
aggravated unlicensed operation of 
a motor vehicle, a class E felony, 
and operation of a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content over 
0.08% and driving while intoxicat-
ed, both unclassified misdemean-
ors. Melendez was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Maurice White, 25, of 
Catskill, was arrested Oct. 14 at 
1:11 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with second-degree criminal con-
tempt/disobeying a court order, a 
class A misdemeanor. White was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Michael LaRosa, 23, of 
Catskill, was arrested Oct. 14 at 
10:42 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with third-degree assault/with intent 
to cause physical injury, criminal 
obstruction of breathing, unlawful 
imprisonment, criminal mischief/
intent to damage property and 
fourth-degree criminal mischief/
preventing an emergency call, all 
class A misdemeanors. LaRosa was 
released on his own recognizance.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
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n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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LATHAM — The New York 
Army National Guard was the 
only state Army National Guard to 
exceed its recruiting goals for the 
federal fiscal year, which ended on 
Sept. 30.

The National Guard Bureau, 
which oversees the National Guards 
of 54 states, territories, and District 
of Columbia, gave New York the 
goal of recruiting 1,175 soldiers 
during the year. New York brought 
in 1,210 new enlisted soldiers. This 
works out to 103% of the recruiting 
goal.

The New York Army National 
Guard also gained 159 new officers 
during the fiscal year. This exceed-
ed the target of 138 set by National 
Guard Bureau.

Nevada was the state with the 
next most successful recruiting ef-
fort in fiscal year 2022, recruiting 
95.1% of the goal set by the Nation-
al Guard Bureau, according to data 
compiled by Army National Guard 
recruiting officials.

By Oct. 1, the New York Army 
National Guard’s assigned strength 
was 10,707 soldiers. This is 105% 
of its authorized strength of 10,194. 
Authorized strength is the number 
of soldiers needed to fill all neces-
sary positions.

This is the fourth year in a 
row the New York Army National 
Guard has met, or exceeded, its re-
cruiting goals, according to Lt. Col. 
Josh Heimroth, commander of the 
New York Army National Guard’s 
recruiting and retention battalion.

The New York Army National 
Guard has also been successful at 
retaining soldiers who completed 
their original and follow-on enlist-
ments.

The National Guard Bureau set 
a goal of retaining 1,300 soldiers in 
federal fiscal year 2022. New York 
retained 1,406 soldiers. This equates 
to 108% of the targeted goal.

Nationally, the Army National 
Guard has a strength of 329,700 
soldiers. According to the National 
Guard Bureau, the Guard was 6,000 
members short of its recruiting goal 
for the fiscal year.

The active Army, overall, also 
faced a shortfall of soldiers. The 
Army achieved only 75% of its 
2022 recruiting goal, according to 
Army Chief of Staff Gen. James 
McConville. The Army, 20,000 sol-

diers short of its recruiting goal, was 
the only service that didn’t meet its 
target.

Personnel experts attribute 
some of this to a thriving job mar-
ket. Others point to the limitations 
of in-person engagement due to 
COVID restrictions.

But according to Army officials, 
only about 23% of men and women 
in the prime age to join the Army 
can meet the physical fitness, edu-
cation and other requirements need-
ed to join.

The New York Army Guard 
succeeded at enlisting new soldiers 
because recruiting is important, 
according to Major General Ray 
Shields, the adjutant general of 
New York.

“Other than soldier safety, we 
have no higher priority than unit as-
signed strength,” Shields said. “We 
placed attention on recruiting and 
retention and the results have been 
remarkable.”

Recruiting enough soldiers 
means more than just bragging 
rights, Shields said.

“We cannot be successful and 
do what the nation and state ask of 
us without soldiers in our ranks,” 
Shields said.

Since 2020, the New York Na-
tional Guard has deployed over 
7,000 troops to assist in the state’s 
COVID-19 response, while sending 
almost 2,000 soldiers to the Horn of 
Africa for security duties, Kuwait 
for support efforts to mission across 
the Middle East, and Europe to train 
Ukrainian soldiers.

The Army National Guard 
also fought wildfires, responded 
to windstorms, snowstorms, and 
most recently sent two helicopters 
to Florida to assist in the recovery 
from Hurricane Ian.

Heimroth credited New York’s 
well-trained and motivated full-
time recruiting force of 207 soldiers 
for the success of the recruiting ef-
fort. Shields concurred.

The success of New York Army 
National Guard recruiters during a 
year in which other states did not 
meet their number “speaks volumes 
on the hard work of our recruiting 
and retention team,” Shields said.

“Their work is the very founda-
tion of our organization; people are 
our highest priority,” Shields added.

NY Army National Guard 
is only state Army Guard 
to meet recruiting goals 
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Carver Companies fundamental belief has been to provide 
unparalleled service all while maintaining our values of honesty 
and integrity both on land and sea. We pride ourselves on our 
unmatched logistics services and superior products to our 
customers, partners and tenants. We work hard to inspire our 
diverse, well-rounded workforce and management team to always 
perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism.

CONSTRUCTION MARITIME MATERIALS

The Pioneer of Integrative 
Solutions on Land and Sea

HEADQUARTERS: 494 WESTERN TURNPIKE | ALTAMONT, NY |  518.355.6034

WWW.CARVERCOMPANIES.COM

30+ Years
IN THE INDUSTRY

5 Ports
on the East Coast and Canada

2,000+ Pcs
OF EQUIPMENT

22 Hope Plaza, Coxsackie, NY 12192

Online Booking: 
SoulSerenitySpa.org

Full Body 
Waxing

Nails and 
Massages

Book with 
Savanah

518.545.8452

Janet Lockwood
SOUTH WESTERLO — Janet 

Marion Lockwood, 90, of South 
Westerlo, NY, passed away at 
the Eddy Memorial Geriatric 
Center in Troy, NY, on Oct. 7, 
2022. 

Born in Latham, NY, on March 
20, 1932, to the late Merville 
and Alice McLean Boyce, she 
graduated from Watervliet High 
School and Cobleskill College. 
She met her late husband, 
Donald Lockwood, while roller 
skating. They married in 1954, 
settling on the Lockwood farm 
in South Westerlo. She enjoyed 
the family camp on the Hudson 
River, lunch with friends and 
volunteering. Janet was a devot-
ed wife, mother, caregiver and 
friend to all.

Janet is survived by three 

daughters, Cynthia, Christine 
(Thomas Diederich) and Ann 
(David Spooner).

Special thank you to Nancy 
and Colin Tumey and to the Troy 
Eddy, especially nurse Sara 

Rock for their care and compas-
sion.

Calling hours were held on 
Monday, Oct. 10, from 5-7 p.m. 
at the A.J. Cunningham Funeral 
Home, 4898 State Route 81, 
Greenville. A funeral service will 
be held on Tuesday, Oct. 11, 
at 11am at the Asbury United 
Methodist Church, 5830 State 
Route 81, Greenville, followed 
by burial in Westerlo Central 
Cemetery. 

Those who desire may contrib-
ute in her memory to the Asbury 
United Methodist Church, P.O. 
Box 599, Greenville, NY 12083, 
or for dementia with The Alzhei-
mer’s Society. Condolences can 
be posted at ajcunninghamfh.
com.

Janet Lockwood

Obituaries

Watch for deer and moose 
on roadways

Deer and moose are on the 
move. 

During the months of Octo-
ber, November and December 
— breeding season for deer and 
moose — they become more active 
and are more likely to enter public 
roadways, according to the state’s 
Department of Environmental Con-
servation. 

Two-thirds of crashes between 
deer and vehicles occur during this 
three-month span. 

Motorists should also be alert 
for moose on roadways in the Ad-
irondacks and surrounding areas 
this time of year.

Drivers should be aware that an-
imals are especially active at dawn 
and dusk when visibility may be 
reduced and commuter traffi c may 
be heavy. DEC recommends these 
precautions to reduce the chance of 
hitting a deer or moose:

• Decrease speed when you ap-
proach deer near roadsides. Deer 
can “bolt” or change direction at the 
last minute.

• If you see a deer go across the 

road, decrease speed and be careful. 
Deer often travel in groups, so ex-
pect other deer to follow.

• Use emergency lights or a 
headlight signal to warn other driv-
ers when deer are seen on or near 
the road.

• Use caution on roadways 
marked with deer crossing signs.

• Use extreme caution when 
driving at dawn or dusk, when an-
imal movement is at its highest and 
visibility is reduced.

COURTESY OF DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION    
Motorists are urged to be on the lookout for deer or moose on area road-
ways. The animals are on the move this time of the year, according to the 
Department of Environmental Conservation.

Bat Week is an internationally 
recognized celebration of the im-
portant role bats play in the envi-
ronment, according to the state’s 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation. It is a great time to 
appreciate New York’s nine bat 
species. 

Bat Week is observed Oct. 24 
through 31.

Unfortunately, many species 
of bats, including little brown 
bats, have faced severe popula-
tion declines due to White-nose 
Syndrome. The disease has killed 
more than 90% of bats at hiberna-
tion sites in New York.

You can help protect New 
York’s bat populations by avoid-
ing caves and mines, which may 
be home to hibernating bats, from 
October through April. 

Human disturbances are very 
harmful to bats. White-nose Syn-
drome makes bats very sensitive 
to disturbances. Even a single, 
seemingly quiet visit can kill bats 
that would otherwise survive the 
winter. 

If you see hibernating bats, 
assume you are doing harm and 
leave immediately.

Anyone entering a northern 
long-eared bat hibernation site 
from Oct. 1 through April 30, the 
typical period of hibernation for 
bats, may be subject to prosecu-
tion.

BAT FACTS:
• They are insect-eating ma-

chines, eating thousands of mos-
quitoes and other fl ying insects in 
a single night!

• Bats use echolocation (rapid 
pulses of sound that bounce off an 
object) to detect and catch insects.

• Bats are more closely related 
to primates than to mice.

• They are the only mammal 
that can fl y.

There are six species of cave 
bats in New York state — the 
northern bat, which is commonly 
seen across the Northeast in sum-
mer; the little brown bat, the most 
common bat in the state and the 
species most often encountered 
by people; the Indiana bat, which 
is an endangered species; the east-
ern pipistrelle, one of the state’s 
smallest bats; the big brown bat, 
the largest of New York’s cave 
bats and has a wingspan of nearly 
13 inches; and the small-footed 
bat, the smallest bat in the state 
that weighs less than a nickel.

There are also three species 
of tree bats that live in New York, 
including the red bat, which are 
more common in warmer south-
ern states; the hoary bat, the larg-
est of New York’s bats; and the 
silver-haired bat, which prefers 
colder weather and is the least fre-
quently encountered bat species 
during the summer.

COURTESY OF DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION    
A northern long-eared bat.

Help protect NY’s 
bat populations 

during Bat Week

THE PUBLIC NEEDS THE
TRUTH; NOT SOCIAL MEDIA
HEADLINES & FAKE NEWS.

#SupportRealNews
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Tricia: Tell us about yourself 
and your business...

Ashley Carr: Okay! I am a 
native to the Catskill and Mid 
Hudson Valley area. I have been 
an avid tea drinker my entire life. 
I love the array of flavors, styles, 
natural remedies, traditions, 
and history behind every cup! 
Living in an area deep in history, 
folklore, and romance, you just 
can’t help but feel like you have 
become part of the legend 
yourself- and Catskill Mountain 
Tea company was born from that 
vision! Our hope is that each 
cup of our carefully selected tea 
warms you with the romance of 
the Catskill Mountains.

Tricia: What makes for a good 
cup of tea?

Ashley: I have curated a wide 
selection of teas to enhance an 
experience. The objective is to 
brew for the senses.  

Smell and taste can 
call up memories and 
powerful responses almost 
instantaneously. My Strawberry 
Falls tea may remind you of 
picking strawberries at one 
of the Catskills many farms. 
Fireside Memories tea could 
conjure memories of bonfires 
and story telling with friends. 
Hay Ride tea may bring you right 
back to the apple orchard, apple 
picking.

A good cup of tea is 
comforting, like home.

Tricia: When and why did you 
decide to start this business 
venture?

Ashley: 5-6 years ago I 
became part of an affiliate 
program with another woman 
run tea company.  She didn’t 
have all the kinks ironed out and 

it ended very quickly. Once I was 
told the program was ending 
(was only after a few months) 
I thought to myself, “Self...start 
your own thing and carry teas 
you want and market it the way 
you’d like.” 

Tricia: What is your favorite tea 
to create and brew?

Ashley: My two personal 
favorites are Sweet Romance 
(Cherry Rose green tea) and 
Fireside Memories (Smokey 
maple black tea). Two totally 
different flavors! The Sweet 
Romance is floral and little 
sweet/tart from the cherry.  It 
reminds me of the end of Spring 
/ beginning of Summer. Fireside 
Memories is a tribute to my best 
friend who passed very suddenly 
2 days after my baby shower. We 
spent decades of fall evenings 
around a fire.  It’s also very tasty, 
in my opinion, and is a perfect 
latte tea. 

Tricia: How can we purchase 
tea from you?

Ashley: Since it’s just little ole 
me, contacting me directly via 
Facebook, Instagram, or email 
works best! I sell loose tea and 
brewed tea, upon request. 

You can find Catskill Mountain 
Tea Company by visiting: 
Facebook and Instagram @

catskillmountainteacompany 
or Linktr.ee/

Catskillmountainteacompany
catskillmountaintea
company@gmail.com

NYS licensed daycare center for children ages 
6 weeks to third grade. 7am -5:30pm M-F. 

UPK program also available 
through GCS district.
Contact Corie Litchko 

umcdaycare87@gmail.com

518-414-1420
EVERYPENNYCOUNTS

GREENVILLE@GMAIL.COM

GREENE
COUNTY’S 

BOTTLE AND CAN 
REDEMPTION 

CENTER

LOCATED OFF OF ROUTE 32 
BEHIND TOPS PLAZA IN GREENVILLE

TUESDAY-THURSDAY 4PM-7PM
SATURDAY-SUNDAY 12PM-4PM

CLOSED MONDAY-FRIDAY

Woodhouse Lodge 
& Pizza is a hotel, 

restaurant & bar for 
friends from near and 
far. A 10 room shaker 
meets mid-century 

modern hotel & 
tavern, tucked in the 

rolling hills of the Catskill Mountains.

3807 County Rte. 26, Greenville, NY 12083
hello@thewoodhouselodge.com

518-819-1993

High quality produce, grown 
using organic farming methods

.....
Farm stand open Saturdays

10am-2pm
.....

Located at 5204 Route 32, Catskill

NEW BUSINESS ALERT!!

We are a full service florist, gift 
shop, and paint and sip studio.

276 CR 405, Greenville, NY 12083
Mon-Fri 9a-5p • Sat 9a-1p

SNEquine is a full service equine 
facility in Perling NY, serving 

beginners to advanced riders of all 
ages. We offer riding lessons, lease 

options, and opportunities to become 
competitive in the sport. 

Contact Skylar Nolan at 
(518) 819.1455

Shop Local •16oz Jar $25
Stand Pickup & Shipping Available

845-664-2130
648 Irving Rd., Greenville, NY 12083

Trust the Zestimate OR Call 
Kellie for the MOST accurate 

sale price on your home! 
The value must be 

appreciated in person!
Licensed and Local Realtor 

Kellie Wolf • 518-506-4026
Coldwell Banker Prime Properties

NYS certified 
K-12 Public school 

music teacher

914-598-7644
raoconniemarie@yahoo.com

NYSSMA Adjudicator
GCS Alumni 1993

Music lessons in your home.

Small family restaurant 
with a big passion for food

CHE FIGATA 
BISTRO

www.chefigatabistro.org

10 Reed St 
Coxsackie, NY 
518-731-2220

Looking to add a Pooch or 
Pup to your family?  

Adopt a rescue from Puerto Rico.

Apply Today At: 
PoochesOutOfPuertoRico.org

Serving Families For Over 124 Years
Greenville
PO Box 146

4898 State Route 81
Greenville, NY 12083
518-966-8313
Scott M. Zielonko

Ravena
PO Box 92

9 Main Street
Ravena, NY 12143
518-756-3313
Emily N. Sumner

Curtis A. Cunningham
www.ajcunninghamfh.com

Host your event at one of our 
Historical 1800’s Rustic Barns

Weddings • Family Reunions 
Birthdays & More

Historically registered Hudson Valley 
farmhouse and barn for events of 150 or less.

West Coxsackie, NY 518-755-1706

Specializing in Strategic Planning, 
Project Management and Change 

Management programs.

www.mbiconsults.com
mb@mbiconsults.com

518-339-9487

GET TO KNOW:
Catskill Mountain Tea Company

Tricia Surrano is the Sales Executive 
for Capital Region Independent Media. 

If you’d like a feature article, 
please email: sales.theupstater@gmail.com

IN OUR BACKYARD
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13640 US RT 9W
HANNACROIX, NY
WWW.CA-ALBRIGHT.COM

Fuel Oil with a 30 Mile Delivery Service & Competitive Pricing
OR Switch from Oil to LP/Natural Gas - same day in some cases!

OUR FORMULA FOR SUCCESS IS VERY SIMPLE:
Low Prices + Quality Products + Great Service = Happy Customers

HAPPINESS IS A WARM PUPPY
AND A WARM HEART

518-756-3127

By Pat Larsen
For Capital Region Independent Media

As a writer, I am often asked to tell a 
story about an experience that I have had 
or about a story that others have contrib-
uted to. Today’s column will be a little 
bit of both and then some.

In researching this topic, I found that 
many storytellers and book writers have 
chosen our area as the backdrop of their 
stories. I found that very intriguing. 

The best part about stories is that they 
let us share in experiences or information 
in a way that creates a bridge leading us 
to an emotional connection. We learn 
from each of our stories. 

We even defi ne aspects of who were 
are through  this give and take that occurs 
and the result can then lead to a power-
ful bond, sometimes one that is invisible 
but nevertheless there. Or we can allow 
the story telling of others to impart a new 
idea or way of thinking that we may not 
have considered before segueing to our 
imagination. 

Ahhhh, the power of the written word.
It takes a great deal of honesty and hu-

mility to tell your own story. It can mean 
stepping up to a true acknowledgment, 
refusing to make up aspects of stories 
to justify mistakes or limitations. Full 
accountability in telling your own story 
can be especially cathartic and healing 
for both parties, the writer and the reader.

So how do we represent ourselves in 
our stories and what “medium” do we 
use to show ourselves to our friends, 
families, community and world outside 
of ourselves?

By medium, I mean 
whether we choose to tell 
a story in the written form, 
perhaps, as I share stories 
in a local newspaper’s col-
umn, or maybe the story is 
conveyed verbally to those 
who listen with rapt atten-
tion, especially if the story 
is intriguing enough.

From what I have per-
sonally experienced, I have 
seen many different sides 
to the human personality 
in my hypnosis work in 
the community. The im-
portance of developing a 
relationship within the framework of the 
individual’s “story” is the basis for the 
very outcome or solution to a presenting 
issue. 

For example, if someone wants to 
work on feelings associated with alien-
ation from a person or issue, they have 
to fi rst begin with telling their “story,” 
hearing themselves as they relay the de-
tails of the tale and then sitting with the 
resulting interpretation of the story as 
they are telling it. As I suggested, it takes 
a lot of trust and honesty to step up to 
this plate.

But before I get too far ahead, I’d like 
to bring the art of storytelling back to 
this area and the overview and symbol-
ism of the short story of Rip Van Winkle. 

This short story was written by Amer-
ican author Washington Irving, fi rst pub-
lished in 1819. It follows a Dutch-Amer-
ican villager in colonial America named 
Rip Van Winkle, who imbibes a lot of li-

quor and falls asleep in the 
Catskill Mountains, much 
to his nagging wife’s cha-
grin.

The symbolism refl ects 
on RVW’s desire to get 
away from his diffi cult 
wife, who was forever in-
ferring that Rip was lazy. 
To get away from her, he 
goes into the mountains 
and falls asleep for 20 
years. (At this point, my 
husband is taking notes and 
I am not laughing.)

When Rip comes back, 
almost no one knows or re-

calls who he is and everything he knew 
has changed. (There’s a great metaphor 
for today’s world if I ever heard one.) 

We can then look at Rip as a symbol 
of the “past.” RVW was seen as having a 
“lack of industry” or skill at running his 
farm. He left his fences unmended, his 
cows wandered off, and weeds grew tall. 
He would walk off into the forest, walk-
ing his dog to avoid these tasks. 

The lessons of the story reveal that 
upon Rip’s awakening he found that time 
had indeed moved on and changes had 
taken place, leaving him behind in an un-
recognizable place. The question posed 
by many an interpreter of this tale relates 
to discussing whether this is a story of 
punishment or a gift of time. 

By all means, do some research for 
yourself about his story and you’ll fi nd 
yourself pondering this question as well.

In researching the history of what 
is know as Cat Lit (literature of the 
Catskills), I found a wealth of books both 
fi ction and non-fi ction varieties, written 
about our area.

Here’s the short list, if you’re looking 
for a good read that touches on the loca-
tion and creation of all things Catskill:

• Philip Roth, “The Professor of De-
sire”

• Allegra Goodman, “Kaaterskill 
Falls”

• Elinor Lipman, “Paradise, New 
York”

• Norman Rush, “Subtle Bodies”
• Helen Benedict, “Wolf Season”
These classic tales take place in and 

around our area and are well worth the 
read.

I’ve recently learned of a book sign-
ing that took place at The Shamrock 
House by the native-born author from 

East Durham, Doug Lowe, who has writ-
ten a new novel entitled “In the Back of 
the Shamrock.” Much of the story takes 
place in the ‘50s through ‘70s.

It is a humorous account of the an-
tics of some boys who grew up in East 
Durham at the time. There will be a lot 
of old memories in store for the read-
er with an interest in this area and time 
period. I’m looking forward to the book 
signing and to hear about the background 
to this story. It’s not often that we get an 
opportunity to meet and greet an author. 
I’m happy that Doug is taking the time to 
share with us locally. 

Before I conclude this column, I 
promised a story that I had wanted to 
share about my own experience and de-
sire as a writer. I recalled being asked as 
a young teen, back in the day, late ‘60s, 
by a guidance counselor, what I wanted 
to do when I “grew up?” Some would 
question IF in fact that time has come 
yet, I will say I have moments of feeling 
a bit grown up now and again.

My reply was... “I want to write.” The 
response from my counselor at the time 
and indeed from my father was, “That’s 
not a good job for a woman” and “Your 
job will be to have a family and raise 
them,” I was told insistently. But I nev-
er let their opinions stop me from writ-
ing stories in my journals (which to date 
number well over 100) every day. I also 
stepped up in my profession to write in 
health magazines. I knew writing was al-
ways something I would do and could do 
all of my life.

Now I also am a listener of the stories 
of others in my hypnotherapy work. It’s 
all fascinating.

Stories create the connections to ev-
ery relationship we have. It’s a great 
means of connecting the past to the pres-
ent and I believe even Rip Van Winkle 
felt that way after his long sleep brought 
him back to the current day of his time. 

Pat Larsen is a licensed fi tness in-
structor specializing in health and fi tness 
programs for baby boomers, seniors and 
elders. Classes ongoing at The Shamrock 
House in East Durham on Monday and 
Thursday mornings. Transformational 
healing is offered through hypnotherapy 
by appointment. Please feel free to con-
tact Pat Larsen by email at Pelarsen5@
aol.com or by phone at 518-275-8686, 
text or call, or on social media through 
Facebook “PAT LARSEN” to see class 
and program schedules.

Storytelling in the Catskills
Body Mind and Spirit... Connections

Pat Larsen

BODY MIND AND SPIRIT

FULL SERVICE 
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR SHOP

- 27 Years in Business -

AAA Approved Auto Repair 
NAPA Auto Care Member

• Alignments 
• NYS Inspections
• Transmissions
• Brakes
• Engine Overhauls

• Fuel Injection
• Computer Diagnosis
• Electrical
• Suspension & More
• We Even Sell Tires!
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By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent 
Media

GREENVILLE — The 
dredging project at the pond at 
Veterans’ Memorial Park has 
been completed.

Work on the pond began 
Oct. 3, after the town drained it 
and Halsted Excavating, based 
in Earlton, dredged it to remove 
all the sludge at the bottom.

The last time the pond was 
dredged was in the late 1990s, 
Town Supervisor Paul Macko 
said.

“They started last Mon-
day with the dredging — we 
drained the pond with pumps 
and it worked out really well,” 
Macko said Thursday. “The 
town of Athens donated their 
street sweeper to the cause and 
Halsted Excavating did the 
dredging.”

Dredging needs to be done 
periodically to remove debris 
and sediment that accumulates 
in a pond. The Greenville proj-
ect actually went further than 
originally planned after the 
state issued a permit to dredge a 
larger portion of the waterway.

“The DEC (Department of 
Environmental Conservation) 
gave us permission to do an 

additional 25 feet near where 
the hot dog wagon is to clean 
the sludge out of that area so it 
doesn’t go back into the pond, 
so we did a little extra,” Macko 
said.

Trash and debris was also 
removed from beneath the over-
pass on Route 32 so it doesn’t 
wash right back into the pond.

Four contractors bid on the 
original project with Halsted’s 
coming in as the low bidder 
at $42,800. When the DEC is-
sued a permit that allowed the 
town to expand the scope of the 
project, the funds allotted to the 
project were extended by an ad-
ditional $7,500, Macko said.

“Halsted was the lowest bid-

der at $42,800. There was a lit-
tle bit of an additional cost to 
do the 25 or 30 feet on the other 
side of [Route] 32, which the 
board approved. That was an 
additional $7,500 to do that, so 
it was a little over $50,300 and 
we used COVID money from 
the county to do it.”

Each town in Greene County 
was allocated $100,000 by the 
Legislature from COVID-relief 
funds awarded by the federal 
government. The funds had to 
be used for specific purposes, 
and the pond project was a per-
mitted use of the money.

The main section of the pond 
was dredged beginning Oct. 
3 and then the other side was 
completed the following week. 
Work was finished by last week 
and the water levels have near-
ly returned to normal after be-
ing replenished by the town’s 
stream.

“The pond is now within 6 
or 8 inches of being at a normal 
level,” Macko said Thursday. 
“With today’s anticipated rain, 
it is settling out nicely and you 
don’t see muddy water. We did 
a nice job.”

Next, the town is looking to 
possibly take on another dredg-
ing project in 2023.

“We are going to get some 
prices and see if we can do 
something in Norton Hill next 
year at Verplanck Park,” Macko 
said. “That is town property too 
and it also needs dredging.”

Dredging project gives pond a fresh start

Mondays - Thursdays
FREE Greens Fees with 

purchase of cart after 2:00pm

Golf Special:

ONE OF THE TOP GOLF 
COURSES IN THE CATSKILLS

Par 66 • Picturesque Views

352 Sunny Hill Rd., Greenville, NY 12083

518.634.7698

Ask about our pre-season membership 
deals for 2023 starting at $425

www.facebook.com/GreenvillePioneer

Affordable wedding & event venue
with mountain views

Historic barn and farmhouse situated on 100 acres  
with views of the Catskill Mountains in Medusa. 

Family owned by the Sikule’s since 1945.  

Come for a tour and create your memories with us!

518-444-3191 / 225 North Road, Medusa, NY

www.bluebirdfarmweddings.com

34 Hope Plaza, 
West Coxsackie, NY 12192

518-731-4800

TWO LOCATIONS:
4852 Route 81, 

Greenville, NY 12083

518-966-4800

Voted The Best Pharmacy in 
Greene County For Two Years Running. 

This award ceremony is put on by Greene County Chamber 
of Commerce and voted on by Greene County residents.

MEDICATION SERVICES
• Prescription Refills and Transfers
• Home Delivery
• Compounding
• Compounding for Pets
• Durable Medical Equipment
• Erectile Dysfunction Medication
• Immunizations
• Medication Adherence
• Medication Synchronization
• Medication Therapy Management
• Prescriptions for Pets
• Supplies for Physician offices

OVER THE COUNTER
• Pain Medication
• Cold and Allergy Medication
• Vitamins and Supplements
• Oral Health Products
• Feminine Hygiene Products
• First Aid Items
• Cosmetics
• School and Office Supplies
• Infant Care
• Hair Care
• Shower and Bath Items
• Sunscreen and Bug Spray

CARDS & GIFTS
• Home Decor
• Greeting Cards
• Special Occasion Items
• Seasonal Gifts
• Kid’s Toys
• Candles
• Gift Cards
• Scarves, Purses and Tote Bags

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The pond at Veterans Memorial Park at the intersection of Routes 81 and 32 was dredged to remove debris and 
sludge. The project has since been completed and water levels were nearly back to normal at press time.
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The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/

Real, Reputable, 
Trusted. Your News 
Media.

www.newsmediaalliance.org 

THIS PUBLICATION 
SUPPORTS REAL 
NEWS.

THE PUBLIC NEEDS THE TRUTH;
NOT SOCIAL MEDIA HEADLINES & FAKE NEWS.

#SupportRealNews

.COM

local news
YOU NEED & TRUST
ALL IN ONE PLACE!

Keith W. Valentine, CIC, LUTCF and his team are ready to serve all 
of your insurance needs with more companies, more choices, and 
more experience which all lead to BIG Savings for you!

Take advantage of Valentine Insurance Agency’s affiliation with 
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“Journalism keeps you planted in the earth.”

#SupportRealNews

- Ray Bradbury

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

RAVENA — Hundreds of 
U.S. fl ags were burned in a cere-
monial retirement service outside 
VFW Post 9594 in Ravena.

The VFW Post and its auxilia-
ry co-hosted the ceremony to put 
to rest old and tattered fl ags that 
are no longer serviceable.

“They are retired because of 
the condition of the material of 
the fl ag. It should be brand new,” 
said Commander Mike Kindlon 
of VFW Post 9594. “Even if you 
fl y the fl ag at home, you have to 
take the same care and respect 
that would be done at an offi cial 
building. It’s a responsibility of 
owning the fl ag. It’s a symbol of 
our great nation and if we treat 
it as such, I think it brings us to-
gether as a community.”

Veterans, community mem-
bers, Scout troops and the Honor 
Society from RCS High School 
joined with the Ravena and Coey-
mans fi re companies to properly 
dispose of the fl ags.

“The Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts 
and members of the community 
will fold the fl ags, they will hand 
them to us and we will set them 
on fi re to be retired,” fi refi ghter 
Tyler Searles with the Ravena 
Fire Department said.

After Kindlon explained to the 
crowd the purpose and process of 
properly retiring a worn fl ag, chil-
dren lined up for a civics lesson 
on how to properly fold the fl ag. 
Then everyone recited the Pledge 
of Allegiance and handed the 
folded fl ags to members of the 
two fi re departments who, wear-
ing appropriate fi re gear, placed 
the fl ags onto a fi re.

Firefi ghter Connor Dottino 
with the Coeymans Volunteer 
Fire Company helped perform 
the ceremony in 2021 and again 
this year.

“It’s nice to show that the 
community still appreciates pa-
triotism and respects the fl ag,” 
Dottino said.

“Normally when you retire a 
fl ag, you can ceremonially burn it 
unfolded — it’s OK to do that,” 
Kindlon said. “But we fold them 
to teach the kids and the commu-
nity the proper way to fold a fl ag 
so that way, they get the best of 
both worlds. They get the retire-
ment ceremony and they learn 
how to fold a fl ag. And they learn 

that a fl ag is not just a piece of 
cloth — it is a symbol of freedom, 
it is something that should be 
important and should be passed 
from generation to generation. 
So we take the opportunity to in-
volve the community and teach 
the children the proper way to 
have the ceremony.”

The proper disposal of a U.S. 
fl ag is outline under federal law in 
U.S. Code 4, he added.

The VFW and auxiliary 
teamed up to hold a similar cer-
emony last year. This year, there 
were about 300 fl ags awaiting re-
tirement.

“If you don’t keep this going, 
the kids will lose the procedure 
and what the fl ag means,” VFW 
Post 9594 Auxiliary President Jo-
seph Eissing said. “You see too 
much negativity on TV with the 
burning of fl ags and they see that 
and don’t understand what the 

fl ag stands for, but all these men 
and women have fought overseas 
and they deserve the respect for 
the fl ag.”

Town Supervisor George 
McHugh, a U.S. Army veteran 
and VFW member, said it was 
good to see young people learn 
the proper procedure for disposal 
of a worn fl ag.

“As a veteran it does my heart 
good to hold these ceremonies 
and have the community come 
out and show the respect and dig-
nity to the fl ag retirement that it 
deserves,” McHugh said. “What 
really does my heart good is to 
see the young children. They are 
not going to understand these tra-
ditions and values if not for these 
types of ceremonies.”

Auxiliary member Cindy 
Rowzee said coming from a mil-
itary family, the fl ag has special 
meaning for her.

“I remember when I was a 

kid, my dad was in the military 
and every day at 5 o’clock, the 
national anthem would play and 

you would stop whatever you 
were doing and face towards the 
closest fl ag,” Rowzee said. “It’s 
a wonderful symbol of our coun-
try.”

For Village Ambassador Re-
becca Shook, the ceremony is a 
way to show appreciation to vet-
erans for their service.

“I think it’s a special way 
to say ‘thank you’ to all of our 
brothers and sisters at arms who 
managed to sacrifi ce their very 
own lives not only to save our 
home, but our country as well,” 
Shook said.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA     
Chief Kevin Phillips from the Ravena Fire Department places U.S. flags into 
a ceremonial fire to retire them.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA     
A flag burns during the ceremony.

Hundreds of U.S. flags retired in ceremonial burning

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA     
Girl Scouts practice the proper folding of a U.S. flag at the start of the 
ceremony

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA     
Boy Scout Jimmy Carkner from Troop 1071 in Delmar learns how to fold a 
flag as VFW Post 9594 Auxiliary President Joseph Eissing, center, and other 
Scouts look on.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA     
VFW Post 9594 Commander Mike Kindlon holds up a tattered U.S. flag and 
explains the proper way to retire it.
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One of the things I liked most about my 
former job as a Cooperative Extension agent 
in Greene County was the process of figuring 
out what was causing problems with garden 
plants, lawns, trees or shrubs. It is sort of like 
detective work without a cloak or dagger.

I used what I learned about this topic 
in public health as well, when we contract-
ed with the New York State Department of 
Health to conduct educational programs to 
combat Lyme disease. This week I will share 
some principles of disease and infection I 
learned, which are pretty relevant in these 
days of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In order to contract a disease, whether 
it is a plant or animal disease, three factors 
must occur simultaneously. If any of these 
three factors are not present, there can be no 
disease. First, before I discuss these specific 
factors, I need to talk about the things that 
cause disease.

In general, disease-causing organisms 
are fungi, bacteria or viruses. All may cause 
diseases with similar symptoms, but all are 
different in their mode of action or how they 
infect.

It seems to me that most plant diseases 
are caused by fungi. Fungi are organisms that 
generally require water to become infectious. 

Lacking chlorophyll, they need to get their 
“food” from other sources than sunlight by 
breaking down and absorbing organic matter. 
Sometimes in the process of feeding on plant 
material, they kill or damage their host. This 
distinguished pathogens from saprophytes.

Once a plant is infected with a fungal 
disease, it is generally difficult to “cure” the 
infection. The general strategy is to try to 
prevent the infection in the first place or keep 
it from spreading. Fungi are living organisms 
that can survive for a long time, either active-
ly causing infection, or in a dormant state that 
may last for 100 years or more. This longev-
ity allows them to re-occur when conditions 
are right. Some fungal diseases are ubiqui-
tous and must be dealt with every season.

Twenty years ago, almost all the garden 
seeds that were sold were treated with a 
pink-colored fungicide called “Captan.” This 
fungicide protected tender seedlings from 
getting “damping off,” which is a general 
term for similar diseases caused by several 
genera of fungi. The infected seedlings grow 
spindly and eventually keel over and die with 
a conspicuous shriveling or narrowing of the 
stem at soil level. It is highly contagious and 
usually fatal once contracted.

It is virtually impossible to cure a flat 

of seedlings once the disease occurs, so the 
emphasis is on prevention. In addition to pre-
ventive chemical fungicides there are cultur-
al practices than can also be utilized, much to 
the satisfaction of gardeners who don’t want 
to use chemical fungicides.

Another major cause of disease in plants 
and animals are bacteria. Bacteria are also 
living organisms that can exhibit long-term 
dormancy. Like fungi, they can damage their 
hosts by “feeding” on the tissue of the host 
and using the host’s cells to grow and multi-
ply. Of course, not all bacteria are pathogenic 
and neither are all fungi.

Our bodies contain millions of foreign 
bacteria and fungi that do us no harm what-
soever. In fact, many of these organisms are 
responsible for keeping us healthy. Bacteria, 
like fungi, usually require water to become 
infectious.

One of the most common bacterial dis-
ease of pears and apples is called “fireblight.” 
This disease most often occurs when rain or 
hail hits flower blossoms. Splashing water 
spreads the disease. Most, but not all, fun-
gicides are ineffective in treating bacterial 
disease. Commercial fruit growers often use 
antibiotics, such as streptomycin, to try to kill 
bacteria.

A third major infectious agent is viruses. 
Viruses, like the COVID-19 virus, are very 
different than bacteria or fungi in the sense 
that they are not living organisms, per se. 
They can only survive and reproduce inside 
living cells. They have a very short life ex-
pectancy, unlike bacteria or fungi, and they 
don’t necessarily need water to infect. Think 
of them as renegade hunks of DNA or RNA 
that get into the genes of plants or animals, 
and direct the cells to make more viruses. 
They are also very tiny compared to fungi 
and bacteria.

Viral infections in plants are far less com-
mon than bacterial or fungal infections be-
cause they generally cannot get inside a plant 
without help from another living organism. 
Leafhopper insects and aphids are usually 
involved in viral infections in plants. These 
insects inject the virus into the plant physi-
cally with their mouthparts and once inside 
the plant they can replicate.

Since all three of these types of patho-
gens cause disease in somewhat different 
manners, dealing with them requires differ-
ent strategies, but the principles of infection 
remain essentially the same. This is where I 
will pick up the story next week.

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@cornell.edu

Plant diseases
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On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By Bob Beyfuss
For Capital Region Independent Media

Statistics are useful ways to an-
alyze data, but they can also be mis-
leading. This summer is a classic 
example of how numbers do not tell 
the true story. 

We went for weeks without any 
significant rain over the summer, 
coupled with extreme heat, which 
has caused fairly extensive mortal-
ity on trees and shrubs. Even trees 
that have not died outright may 
have been permanently damaged 
by the hot, dry conditions. It will 
take years for some sensitive forest 
tree species, such as hemlocks, to 
recover. 

Yet, when the drought finally 
ended, with as much as 6 or 7 inch-
es of rain falling in just a few days, 
the total rainfall will probably make 
this an “average” season, in terms 
of total precipitation. In terms of 
temperature, it only takes a few cold 
nights to “average” out the 20-plus 
days over 90 degrees. 

We all know this has been a 
far from average growing season. 
Soils are capable of retaining only 
a certain amount of moisture. This 
is called “field capacity.” Once 
the soil is at field capacity, any 
additional rainfall either runs off, 
washing away some of the soil, or 
it puddles, creating a low oxygen 
condition that may suffocate roots. 

Soils that have a lot of clay are 
capable of storing much more wa-
ter than sandy soils. In a dry sum-
mer, such as this, plants growing 
on clay soils have fared far better 
than plants growing in sandy soils. 
Just as one cannot “catch up” on 
sleep by sleeping for 12 hours, after 
several days of four hours of sleep, 
our soils cannot “catch up” from a 
moisture deficit when we get sever-
al inches of rain in a hurry.  

The best we can do is to store 
the excess water in rain barrels and 
other containers for future use. Two 
weeks of no rain will negate any 
value from the previous downpours. 
You still need to water newly plant-

ed trees and shrubs weekly, in the 
absence of at least an inch of rain. 

A few weeks ago I wrote about 
the steps needed for renovating a 
lawn or planting a new one. I ne-
glected to mention that there are 
alternatives to planting grass seed. 
I was contacted by a company that 
sells “mini clover,” which is pur-
ported to provide a short growing 
ground cover that never needs to be 
mowed. 

Both red and white clover are 
legumes that may be seeded now 
and both need no supplemental ni-
trogen fertilizer once established. 
Red clover grows too tall for most 
lawn lovers’ tastes, but white clover 
is shorter. The company is sending 
me some of their “mini clover” that 
I will test in a few places on my 
property. Stay tuned for the results! 
I personally would welcome a “no-
mow” lawn! 

By now you likely have emp-
ty space in your vegetable garden 
where the beans have puttered 
out, or the cucumbers and summer 

squash are spent. Nature abhors a 
vacuum and weeds will soon colo-
nize the bare soil unless you either 
mulch it heavily or plant a cover 
crop. Planting a quick-growing 
cover crop, such as oats, will pre-
vent weeds from growing and will 
provide organic matter once the 
oats are killed by frost. Other cov-
er crops, such as winter rye, will do 
the same, but they will survive the 
winter and you will need equipment 
to till them in next spring. 

Fall wildflowers are appearing 
now, boosted by the recent rainfall. 
Beautiful wild purple and white 
asters are joining the many species 
of goldenrod we see in hayfields 
and pastures. Roadsides are show-
ing an overabundance of purple 
loosestrife, as this imported weed 
is spreading at a rapid pace. Resist 
the temptation to transplant this 
weed to your property and if only 
a few plants are appearing along 
your road, you would be doing 
your neighbors a favor by removing 
them. 

The highly invasive “knotweed” 
is also flowering now, with cascad-
ing white clusters of blossoms. It is 
also called “bamboo” since the very 
tall canes resemble species of bam-
boo. In many places it has created 
a monoculture that prohibits almost 
anything else from growing, as well 
as preventing access to the stream 
itself. As with purple loosestrife, 
early intervention is needed to pre-
vent these weeds from becoming 
established, since both are almost 
impossible to eradicate once they 
get a foothold.

Some people hate both of these 
plants because of their habit of oc-
cupying space we would prefer to 
have occupied by other species of 
plants, but both are prized by bee-
keepers as sources of fall honey. 
Loosestrife honey is almost crystal 
clear whereas knotweed honey is 
dark, almost brown. Please remem-
ber that no plant, despite its origin 
or growth habit, is inherently “evil.”  

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@
cornell.edu.

Statistics

Transcribed from her diary by  
Kathy Saurer Osborne

Sunday, Oct. 7: Rain. Made two pies 
and went to church. Helped with Com-
munion and played. Chuck started back 
for Virginia. He stayed here last night. 
HB, ME

Monday, Oct. 8: Fair and cool. Took 
Joyce to Greenville. Hung out wash and 
did hand washing and brought it in and 
put most of it away. Took care of Ger-
trude. She’s feeling some better, but not 
very strong, her right side doesn’t seem 
as good as before she was sick.

Tuesday, Oct. 9: Fair. Got the beets 
from the garden. Cooked them while I 
ironed. Finished it. P.M. Delite came 
over for potatoes and brought her iron-
ing and stayed the afternoon. Dorothy 
Oberbaugh called on Gertrude. We had a 
nice visit. Adele has gone to Youth Fel-
lowship. I had two quarts and four pints 
of beet pickles.

Wednesday, Oct. 10: A fine day. Did 
a million things. Cleared off the top 
of the cupboard and put things away. 
Planted my forcing bulbs. Louise called 
and brought mums (red). Crocheted. 
Changed Gertrude’s bed and cleaned her 
room. Addie called tonight.

Thursday, Oct. 11: Rained. Cleaned 
bedrooms and hall. Mr. Fingerle came 
and fixed the bathroom floor with ply-
board ready for the tile or whatever. His 
son came and sold Christmas cards went 
away and came back for him. Am nearly 
converted to a Seventh Day Adventist! 
Joyce came with Don. They have tomor-
row (Columbus Day) off.

Friday, Oct. 12: A fine day. Addie 
and I went for a ride Sacandaga Res. Ate 
dinner in Broadalbin. Gloversville Am-
sterdam Fonda etc. Ate supper at Preston 
Hollow donation (Baptist). Had a nice 
time. The girls stayed with Gertrude.

Saturday, Oct. 13: Fair. Made two ap-
ple pies and canned 13 pints of German 

prunes we got yesterday. P.M. Sat on 
Election Board. Mrs. Lawrence Mackey 
dropped in. Not very cordial! Got gro-
ceries for Sunday.

Sunday, Oct. 14: Fair. Went to church. 
Adrienne and I. Adele went to S.S. Late 
P.M. we went to see Delite a little while.

Monday, Oct. 15:  Fair. Took Joyce to 
Greenville. Put out wash. Straightened 
up some more places that needed it, bad-
ly! Gertrude sat on the porch for quite a 
while this afernoon in the sun. Don went 
to Van Epps tonight to fix the new hot 
water heater he sold them. Doug Stanton 
called about the car insurance.

Tuesday, Oct. 16: Fair. Delite came 
about 8:30 and she and Gene went to 
Bernice’s for a hairdo (permanent). I did 
her ironing and mine. They got home 
about 1 P.M. Delite stayed a while and 
finished her ironing. Gertrude on the 
porch this P.M. 

Wednesday, Oct. 17: Fair. Cleaned 
the dish cupboard and the kitchen floor. 

Took care of Gertrude, etc. Gene helped 
Rosemary this forenoon and part of the 
P.M.

Thursday, Oct. 18: Light clouds. 
Cleaned bedrooms and congoleum in the 
living rooms. Christine gave Gertrude an 
enema. She (Gert) feels much better. 

Friday, Oct. 19: Fair. Children went 
to school to type for the adult education 
classes. Gene stayed with Gertrude and 
I took them down 9:30 A.M. Came back 
and made two pies. Don home early to 
go to Mrs. Stevens (Pierce’s mother) fu-
neral. Stayed and brought the girls and 
Joyce home.

Saturday, Oct. 20: Fair. Did everyday 
work. Called on Mrs. Lebaud Goodrich 
and took her the Revere sauce pan. She 
is very pleasant. Chuck came for the 
weekend. He and Joyce out for the P.M. 
They went out for the evening, too. Don 
wired for Eddie Waldron today. 

Grandma Mackey’s Diary
1951 life in Medusa

By Toby Moore
FOR CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA
Over the last several weeks, I’ve 

discussed five traits you need to de-
velop to accomplish your dream. 
Today, I will write about the sixth 
most crucial quality. 

None of these necessarily have 
to be in a particular order. Every-
body’s dream is different, and so 
is how you will accomplish it. De-
sire, Faith, Specialized Knowledge, 
Imagination and Organized Plan-
ning are a requirement in whatever 
order. The sixth is DECISION. 

I have read that a lack of deci-
sion is one of the most significant 
factors that lead to failure in accom-
plishing dreams. 

The opposite of decision is 
procrastination. I’ve written about 
procrastination before; we’ve all 
done it. It’s a dream killer. With so 
many distractions at our fingertips, 
putting off your dream day after day 
is easy until you lose all motivation 

and eventually convince yourself 
it wasn’t meant to be. Some say 
procrastination is the No. 1 reason 
people fail to accomplish what they 
want. 

There is much written about 
successful people. If you read about 
them, you’ll notice at least one sim-
ilarity: once they’ve considered all 
the relevant information, they make 
a decision quickly, and they’re slow 
to change their mind. On the other 
end of the spectrum, people who 
fail are often prolonged to make 
decisions and change their minds 
frequently.

When you do make a decision, 
you must act! Once you decide, you 
will discover those around you who 
try to convince you that it’s a bad 
idea, that you’re too late, or that it’s 
been done before. You may expe-
rience the judgment of family or 
friends. You could open the news-
paper and read an opinion piece that 
makes you wonder if you should 

change your mind. 
There are over 9 billion people 

in the world, which means there 
are unlimited opinions. If you open 
up to your driver on the way to the 
airport about what you’ve decided 
to do, they’ll probably tell you how 
you’re doing it wrong or how you 
shouldn’t do it at all.

When you begin to feel yourself 
persuaded by the opinions of others, 
consider this: Do they have the de-
sire, faith, specialized knowledge, 
imagination and organized planning 
that you have? If the answer is yes, 
then you should listen! If they don’t, 
stay the course, and become hard-
ened in your determination.

It’s good to be open-minded 
and hear the opinions of others, but 
don’t act on them. Don’t be easily 
moved by someone who knows 
nothing of what you’re trying to ac-
complish. 

Stay the course, follow through, 
and be strong. If you’ve done the 

work and put in the time, why 
would you allow your dream to be 
toppled by those who don’t have the 
knowledge or desire you have?

Has it been done before? Maybe 
you’ve decided to do it differently. 
Perhaps you’re going to do it better. 
Possibly you’ll be the one to change 
an entire industry and how it works. 
The six qualities I’m writing about 
are so powerful that the opinions 
of a trillion people couldn’t prevail 
against just one person who carries 
them out diligently. 

Take special care to keep quiet 
about what you’re doing. Don’t tell 
anyone except those on your team, 
people you’ve entrusted to help 
accomplish your dream, and those 
who have complete sympathy and 
agree on what you plan to do. Those 
are the people whose opinions you 
might consider. Telling anyone else 
will only expose you to ridicule, 
sarcasm, eye rolling, jealousy, envy 
and naysaying, even from those you 

thought were on your side. 
Some might say that if you do 

this, you’re just putting yourself 
into an echo chamber of people 
who will echo back to you what you 
want to hear.

Suppose you have the desire, 
faith, specialized knowledge and 
imagination and have worked to 
create an organized plan. In that 
case, it means you’ve already con-
sidered the opinions of others and 
have decided to move forward any-
way. You don’t need to hear their 
opinion anymore.

Once you’ve decided, keep your 
eyes fixed ahead of you, don’t look 
back; run the race to the end. Never 
give up; never give in because you 
have put yourself in a special class 
of people who have made the deci-
sion.

Toby Moore is a columnist, the 
star of Emmy-nominated “A Sepa-
rate Peace,” and the CEO of Cube-
stream Inc.

Make a decision
Positively Speaking

By Mary Schoepe
For Capital Region Independent Media

Cauliflower is a cruciferous vegetable 
that has risen in popularity lately due to 
its versatility, incredible health benefits 
and anti-cancer fighting properties. 

And thanks to celebrity chefs it has 
also become the star of the veggie aisle 
due to its magical powers as a low-carb 
substitute. Creative chefs have trans-
formed it into everything from pizza 
crust, to gnocchi stuffing and comfort 
food inspired casseroles. 

While white is the most common col-
or, you’ll also find cauliflower in shades 
of orange, purple and green. 

But no matter what color you choose, 
cauliflower is low in calories, loaded 
with fiber and a rich source of vitamins 
C, E and K, and the cancer-fighting anti-
oxidant sulforaphane.

Numerous scientific studies have 
proven that sulforaphane prevents can-

cer cell growth by releasing antioxidant 
and detoxification enzymes that protect 
against carcinogens. An analysis of a 
nurses’ study found that those who ate 
more than five servings a week of cruci-
ferous vegetables had a lower risk of de-
veloping lung cancer. And it doesn’t stop 
there; sulforaphane has also been studied 
for the prevention and treatment of stom-
ach, bladder, breast, prostate, colon and 
skin cancer.

Now since we’re talking about sul-
foraphane, any discussion on it would 
be incomplete without noting the many 
current updates about its effect on mental 
health. 

“It’s possible that future studies could 
show sulforaphane to be a safe supple-
ment to give people at risk of develop-
ing schizophrenia as a way to prevent, 
delay the onset of symptoms,” said Aki-
ra Sawa, director of the Johns Hopkins 
Schizophrenia Center. 

 However, scientists say that while 

more research is needed, they’re encour-
aged by these findings. 

When it comes to reducing inflam-
mation, cruciferous vegetables top the 
charts! Chronic inflammation is the root 
cause of all disease including cancer, ar-
thritis and heart disease. 

Making cauliflower a regular part of 
your diet may also help promote cardio-
vascular health and reduce your risk of 
developing atherosclerosis. Research has 
also proven that antithrombotic and an-
tiplatelet function of Indole-3-carbinol 
found in cauliflower contributes signifi-
cantly towards a healthy heart. 

And if you are looking to drop a few 
pesky pounds, then cruciferous vegeta-
bles like cauliflower should be your new 
best friend! 

“Fiber promotes good bowel health, 
lowers the risk of cancer and heart dis-
ease and also controls your blood sugar,” 
explains Amy Kranick, R.D., at Vander-
bilt University Medical Center in Nash-

ville, Tennessee. 
And these low-calorie, fiber-rich veg-

gies promote satiety, kill cravings and 
lower levels of LDL (bad) cholesterol.

But what if you’re not a cauliflower 
fan? Well, other cruciferous vegetables 
like Brussels sprouts and broccoli also 
offer the same incredible health and can-
cer-fighting benefits. 

For most of us, cauliflower is a 
healthy option, but there are a few excep-
tions. If you have a thyroid issue, cruci-
ferous vegetables may interfere with the 
absorption of iodine, which is needed for 
the production of thyroid hormones. 

If you are on blood-thinning medica-
tion such as warfarin, your doctor may 
suggest you monitor vitamin K foods 
like cauliflower. If in doubt, consult your 
physician before making any significant 
changes to what and how much you eat. 

Reach Mary Schoepe at fitnesscon-
cepts001@yahoo.com.

Here’s why you should jump on the cauliflower bandwagon 
Fitness Concepts
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By Dick Brooks
For Capital Region Independent Media

The other day, I couldn’t fi nd my thing-
amajig.  

It’s not something that I need a lot but 
when I need it, I need it.  

I checked my shop, but it wasn’t in its usu-
al place. I checked the cellar, it wasn’t there. 
I checked all The Queen’s favorite hiding 
places where she puts my stuff that she comes 
across, nothing!   

It was irritating to think that somebody 
had taken or used it and not returned it. What 
was even more irritating was the vision that 
was locked in my brain — I could see it in 
my mind’s eye, just lying there on a table or 
bench. I had seen it, probably not long ago, 
and now I couldn’t fi nd it.

The thought that someone had taken it 
wouldn’t leave my by now grumpy head. 
My son Jason!  He lives only an hour away, 

he would have need of such a useful object, 
being a homeowner and all. Naw! He hasn’t 
been around for a while and probably has a 
bigger, better and newer one, being a tool per-
son. I had trained him better than that — he 
wouldn’t just walk off with my thingamajig 
without asking.

This brought me back to The Queen. She 
usually knows about such things and is very 
good at locating things that have disappeared, 
so I sought her out and asked her advice. 
She told me to check the bedroom since I 
frequently take important things like screws, 
nails, grocery lists, dog biscuits and small 
change out of my pockets and leave them 
on my dresser. No luck, although I did fi nd 
several other things I had been searching for 
on other occasions. I left them on top of the 
dresser where I’d know where to fi nd them 
when I’d need them.  

As long as I was upstairs, I thought I’d 

check the bathroom. I even looked under the 
bathroom scale. That might seem like a funny 
place to look, but just that morning, I’d found 
10 pounds there that I thought I’d lost. No 
luck!

Back to The Queen! In, I must admit to 
my shame, a slightly accusing tone, I whined 
in my most adult tones that she must know 
where it was and described having just seen 
it lying on a table and now it was gone. She 
asked me to describe it. I did. She asked me 
its name; it had slipped my mind by then. She 
asked me what I wanted to use it for; in my 
frazzled mental state, I couldn’t remember. 

She wasn’t her usually helpful self until I 
drew a picture of it on a grocery list I found in 
my pocket. She recognized it! She fi xed me 
with one of her hard stares and told me I had 
sold it at our last garage sale.

Clear as a bell, it all came back. That’s 
where I had seen it lying on the table! I even 

remembered the older gentleman who had 
bought it, he was overjoyed! He said that his 
had disappeared and he needed a replace-
ment. Smiling, he had waved goodbye as he 
happily drove off with my thingamajig. Mys-
tery solved! 

Since I couldn’t remember what I had 
needed it for anyway, I decided to nail up the 
birdhouse I had repaired. 

I guess the moral of this is, if you’ve got a 
good thingamajig, take care of it and always 
leave it where you can fi nd it. Now, where did 
I put my hammer?

Thought for the week — “Infl ation is 
when you pay $15 for the $10 haircut you 
used to get for $5 when you had hair.” — Sam 
Ewing

Until next week, may you and yours be 
happy and well

Reach columnist Dick Brooks at whit-
tle12124@yahoo.com.

Thingamajig
WHITTLING AWAY by Dick Brooks

Cartaway, LLC is located in Glenmont, NY

518-439-0533

Dumpster Rentals Made Easy!
Commercial & Residential

• Construction • Demolition • Roofing • Clean-Out Work

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196 • Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY 12042

(1/4 Mile Past Quarry Steakhouse on
  County Route 26. Big red barn on the hill)

Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts! Corn Stalks.
Local Maple Syrup & Honey. Jams & Jellies.
Peaches & Pumpkins. Pies on the weekends!

Pick Your Own Apples
& Pumpkin Patch Now Open

BOEHM FARM,LLC

Follow us
on Facebook

On the 
Stand:

Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts! 
Corn Stalks. Hay Bales. Local Maple Syrup & Honey. 
Jams & Jellies. Peaches, Veggies & Pumpkins. 
Pies on the weekends!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm • Orchard closes at 4:30pm

By Thomas Christopher
For Capital Region Independent Media

This is the time of year when the adver-
tisements from Dutch bulb suppliers ramp 
up and the bins full of fl ower bulbs appear in 
garden centers. These fi ll me with anticipa-
tion for a glorious spring. But this year, I’m 
exploring an alternative, too: our own native 
North American spring ephemerals.

I won’t be abandoning Dutch bulbs en-
tirely. I love the early blooming snow cro-
cuses that I have naturalized throughout my 
front lawn, and the daffodils that edge my 
fl ower beds. But my observation has been 
that they attract few pollinators, especially 
the more highly hybridized and spectacular 
specimens. Indeed, other than the squirrels 
who dig and eat crocus corms and so many 
other exotic bulbs, and the deer who nip off 
their fl ower buds, these plantings are of little 
benefi t to any North American wildlife. 

In search of something that will provide 
more benefi t to the local ecosystem, I called 
Neil Diboll, president of Prairie Nursery in 
Westfi eld, Wisconsin. Neil has been studying 
and growing native plants since the 1970s 
and as head of Prairie Nursery (he took over 
in 1982 when it was still a backyard growing 
operation), Neil was a pioneer in bringing 
prairie plants into the garden.

Although he has never lost his enthusi-
asm for those Midwestern natives, he has 

expanded his nursery’s market by making it 
a premier source of Midwestern and Eastern 
woodland natives, too. 

When I caught up with him one afternoon 
a couple of weeks ago, Neil told me that in 
my focus on Dutch imports, I had been miss-
ing some wonderful opportunities in my own 
back yard. He recommended that for ear-
ly spring fl owers, I look into native spring 
ephemerals.

Spring ephemerals, Neil explained, are 
perennial woodland wildfl owers that pop up, 
commonly under deciduous trees or in mixed 
deciduous and evergreen woodlands, early 
in the spring, before the deciduous trees leaf 
out. These wildfl owers take advantage of the 
sunlight that penetrates the still leafl ess trees’ 
bare canopies and the cool and moist con-
ditions typical of that season, fl ower, grow, 
and then go dormant and retreat back under-
ground after the trees leaf out, depriving the 
ephemerals of sunlight. 

The dappled shade that envelops the 
ephemerals’ habitat through the heat and 
drought of summer helps them survive until 
they re-emerge, either in fall or at the end of 
the following winter. Moisture in the fall and 
a well-drained, acidic, organic-rich soil are 
also essential.

Anyone who has taken a walk in the ear-
ly spring woods will recognize the names of 
many of these ephemerals, such as trilliums, 

trout lilies, Virginia bluebells, and spring 
beauties. But if their primary show is in the 
spring, many of these plants’ best season for 
transplanting comes when they are dormant 
in early fall and can be dug and shipped bare-
root. 

The species most susceptible to this 
treatment are those with fl eshy roots such as 
bulbs, corms or rhizomes; Neil recommend-
ed as outstanding examples of this class tril-
liums, Jack in the pulpits, Solomon’s plumes, 
Solomon’s seals, bellworts, Virginia blue-
bells, Mayapples, wild leeks (also known as 
ramps), and shootingstars. 

After planting, cover the soil with mulch 
with 4-6 inches of clean, weed-free straw 
to insulate the plants and protect them from 
winter. The straw will compress down to 
2-3 inches over winter, and the new shoots 
will come up through it in spring. Leave the 
mulch in place, and it will help hold moisture 
in the soil and prevent weed seed germina-
tion. 

Because the spring ephemerals go dor-
mant in late spring, they should be intermin-
gled with plants that will maintain foliage 
cover through the summer. This is desirable 
from an aesthetic standpoint and from a cul-
tural one as well: keeping the soil covered 
will help prevent weed invasion. 

Hebaceous perennials that Neil recom-
mends for this purpose are ferns, wild ginger, 

big-leaf aster, white doll’s eyes, red bane-
berry, and blue cohosh. Unlike the spring 
ephemerals listed above, these plants are 
mostly fi brous rooted and best transplanted 
in spring, meaning that establishing your 
spring ephemeral display will be a two-sea-
son project. The pay-off should last for years.

To listen to my conversation with Neil 
Diboll, visit the Berkshire Botanical Gar-
den’s “Growing Greener” podcast at berk-
shirebotanical.org/growinggreener.

Be-a-Better-Gardener is a community 
service of Berkshire Botanical Garden, lo-
cated in Stockbridge, Massachusetts. Its mis-
sion, to provide knowledge of gardening and 
the environment through a diverse range of 
classes and programs, informs and inspires 
thousands of students and visitors each year. 
Thomas Christopher is a volunteer at Berk-
shire Botanical Garden and is the author 
or co-author of more than a dozen books, 
including Nature into Art and The Gardens 
of Wave Hill (Timber Press, 2019). He is the 
2021 Garden Club of America&#39;s Na-
tional Medalist for Literature, a distinction 
reserved to recognize those who have left a 
profound and lasting impact on issues that 
are most important to the GCA. Christo-
pher’s companion broadcast to this column, 
Growing Greener, streams on WESUFM.org, 
Pacifi ca Radio and NPR and is available at 
berkshirebotanical.org/growinggreener.

Plant now, enjoy next spring
Be A Better Gardener

Autumn 
2022 Events:

OCTOBER 15-16
Colors in the Catskills Fall Festival 

Hunter Mountain Resort

OCTOBER 21-23
Halloween in the Catskills

Blackthorne Resort

NOVEMBER 4
First Fridays Catskill
Main Street in Catskill

NOVEMBER 11-13
Festival of Trees

Anthony’s Banquet Hall

VISIT greatcatskillsevents.com 
FOR MORE DETAILS
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 I wanted to thank everyone within the Ravena / Coeymans / 
Selkirk communities for their continued support over the last 
year. It has been difficult at times but we have managed to get 
through it and provide a helpful community service. We are back 
to regular business hours Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm / Sat 10am - 3pm 
/ Closed on Sundays
 Currently, with the volume of bottles and cans we are only 
taking drop offs - bring in your empties, place them in a designated 
area, we take your name and then give you the earliest time 
frame to come back or any time thereafter to collect your money.
Since opening in July 2018, we have helped raise approximately 
$52,500, which is almost 924,000 bottles/cans for 50 different 
organizations which anyone can donate to.
 We look forward to servicing the community in the future. 
If you have any questions regarding operation, donations or 
fundraisers please reach out....

Shane DeCrescenzo

Just Makes Cents
Bottle & Can Redemption Center

518-577-3084
Justmakescents6@gmail.com

2480 US Route 9W, Faith Plaza, Ravena
518-756-9091 • www.HopeFullLifeCenter.org

Helping Harvest
Grocery store for 
families in need!

SNAP, Credit and 
Debit Cards Now Accepted!

OPEN: MON, TUES, 
THURS, SAT 10-2 • WED, FRI 2-6

Building Your Dream Home?

ANNIVERSARY

ANNIVERSARY

Apply online in minutes at nbcoxsackie.com

Serving Greene, Schoharie and Albany Counties
1Pending credit approval. 11% down required. 

Rates and terms may change without notice. NMLS Co ID # 816880

National Bank of Coxsackie can Help
You with a Construction Loan1

•  We’re one of the few lenders that offer it!

•  Only 11% down required with NO PMI

•  Single closing with flexible disbursement schedules

•  No points, application, credit bureau, 
application or inspection fees

•  Competitive rates
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

“We had it in 2020 and 2021, but 
all outdoors. This is the fi rst time in 
several years we are back inside the 
main houses.”

This year’s fair also offered a 
special look at a structure on the 
museum’s grounds that is currently 
the focus of a fundraising and repair 
project.

“We are showcasing and hoping 
to increase the awareness of a major 
structural stabilization of our kitch-
en dependency,” Mattice said.

The structure, built in the early 
1800s, was used to prepare meals 
for the Bronck family and includes 
a fi replace and cellar. The kitchen 
dependency is in need of repair.

“Now, at around 200 years old, 
some of [the] cellar walls are begin-
ning to bow out, causing structural 
problems,” according to literature 
from the museum.

The one-room building is 
thought to be one of the last of its 
kind.

Repairing the kitchen dependen-
cy, and indeed any repairs needed at 
the Bronck property, is costly and as 
a private not-for-profi t organization, 
the museum does not get any sus-
taining funds from the county.

“That means we have to raise 
our own and this [craft fair] is one 
of our of three big fundraisers — 
we have By the Light of the Silvery 

Moon, which is usually in August; 
this one; and then the Chilly Willy 
Winter’s Eve in mid-November. 
That, along with regular muse-
um admissions, are what keep this 
place going,” Mattice said.

The historic nature of all the 
structures on the Bronck proper-
ty make repairs expensive and, in 
some cases, diffi cult.

“We have 11 buildings to main-
tain and you can’t just use any ma-
terials. We are a National Historic 
Landmark — that is the highest 
rating the federal government will 
give us — so in order to sustain 

that rating, we have to maintain 
the structures, not damage their 
surroundings, and that takes a lot 
of money,” she added. “There are 
certain crafts that only a few people 
do anymore that we need, and when 
we do fi nd them, they may come 
from halfway down to New York 
City, and it’s very expensive.”

Repairs often call for specially 
sized bricks or pieces of wood that 
are of dimensions that are no longer 
made, so when a vendor is found 
that can provide them, prices are 
high.

But for those dedicated to pre-

serving the history of the local land-
mark, the work is a labor of love. 

New trustee Sue Maraglio just 
joined the Bronck Museum’s board 
and said it has been a fulfi lling en-
deavor.

“I passed by this a couple of 
times a day and completely ignored 
it. I’d only been here a couple of 
times,” Maraglio said. “And then 
I started thinking that I wanted to 
start learning more about the history 
of our beautiful community.”

The original stone house was 
built in 1663 by Pieter Bronck on 

a tract of land that was then known 
by its Native American name as 
“Koixhackung” and a stone addi-
tion was constructed in 1685, ac-
cording to the museum’s website. 
A brick house was built next to the 
original structure in 1738, and addi-
tional buildings include the kitchen 
dependency and several barns. One 
is a unique 13-sided barn built in the 
1830s that is thought to be the old-
est documented multi-sided barn in 
the state.

FAIR, from page 1
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Visitors check out crafts inside the Bronck Museum.
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Bill Brynda, of Hannacroix Hampshires and Lincolns, has been bringing his 
sheep to the craft fair since its inception more than 20 years ago.

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

HUDSON — New leader-
ship will take the helm of Co-
lumbia Memorial Health at the 
start of 2023.

Current president and CEO 
Jay Cahalan announced his re-
tirement at the end of this year. 
Cahalan has led the organiza-
tion since 2013.

Dr. Dorothy Urschel, the 
present chief operating officer, 
will take over as the new pres-
ident and CEO beginning Jan. 
1. She was appointed by the 
boards of Albany Med Health 
System and Columbia Memori-
al Health.

“Dorothy’s demonstrated 
leadership in patient care, ad-
ministration and system inte-
gration position her perfectly 
to lead our Columbia Memorial 
division,” said Dennis P. McK-
enna, MD, president and CEO 
of Albany Med Health System. 
“She possesses deep, experien-
tial knowledge of every aspect 
of the operation. I look forward 
to working more closely with 
Dorothy and her team as we 
continue to advance health care 
in our region, building con-
nections between the hospitals 
and clinics within our system, 
and solidifying our future as 
the provider of choice in every 
community we serve.”

While serving as the head of 
CMH for the past nine years, 
Cahalan expanded the services 
and footprint of Columbia Me-
morial Health in Greene, Co-
lumbia and Dutchess counties, 
developing a network of com-
munity-based primary and mul-
tispecialty providers, in addi-
tion to hospital-based services, 
according to a statement from 
Albany Medical Center.

Columbia Memorial Health 
has been affiliated with Alba-
ny Medical Center since 2016, 
when the current Albany Med 
Health System was formed. 

Under Cahalan’s leadership, 
the organization acquired the 
Greene Medical Arts Center 
building in Catskill and added 
physician practices in Coxsack-
ie, Cairo, Catskill and Tanners-
ville. He also contributed to 
major additions to the hospi-
tal’s Hudson campus, including 
the construction of the Hudson 
River Bank & Trust Foundation 
Medical Office Building and 
the hospital’s Kneller wing.

“The needs of our patients 
drove every decision we made,” 
Cahalan said. “My greatest 
privilege has been serving this 
community alongside incred-
ible colleagues who have in-
spired me every day. I sincerely 
thank the people of our commu-
nity for their trust in Columbia 
Memorial Health, and our ded-

icated team of professionals 
whose compassionate quality 
care has improved countless 
lives.”

Cahalan joined CMH in 
1994 and served as its chief op-
erating officer for 18 years be-
fore being named president and 
CEO in 2013.

“Jay and his team strength-
ened access to health care and 
broadened the scope of services 
CMH provides,” said CMH 
board of trustees chairman Kirk 
Kneller. “In this way, he has 
made an indelible impact on the 
very health of our communities. 
Our region is fortunate to have 
benefitted from Jay’s leader-
ship, which has established 

CMH as a steadfast partner in 
the lives of all our neighbors.”

Dr. Urschel will take over 
leadership of CMH, overseeing 
the 192-bed hospital in Hud-
son and more than 40 primary 
and specialty care centers, ac-
cording to Albany Med. She 
began her career as a critical 
care nurse and thoracic surgery 
nurse practitioner, and worked 
as an acute care cardiac surgery 
nurse practitioner. She joined 
St. Peter’s Hospital in Albany, 
serving as vice president of car-
diac and vascular services, and 
as vice president of operations 
and chief nursing officer for Al-
bany Memorial Hospital.

She joined CMH in 2020 as 
chief operating officer.

“Dorothy’s demonstrated 
leadership in patient care, ad-
ministration, and system inte-
gration position her perfectly 
to lead our Columbia Memo-
rial division,” said Dennis P. 
McKenna, MD, president and 
CEO of the Albany Med Health 
System. “She possesses deep, 
experiential knowledge of ev-
ery aspect of the operation. I 
look forward to working more 
closely with Dorothy and her 
team as we continue to advance 
health care in our region, build-
ing connections between the 
hospitals and clinics within our 
system, and solidifying our fu-
ture as the provider of choice in 

every community we serve.”
Dr. Urschel said her first 

priorities as she takes the CMH 
helm will be to provide pa-
tient-centered care.

“Health care is about the 
holistic treatment of every in-
dividual, and our team is dedi-
cated to that approach,” Dr. Ur-
schel said. “Since 1889, CMH 
has been a pillar of our commu-
nity. Our culture is rooted in a 
rich history and deep values. 
I am honored to lead my col-
leagues as we embrace the fu-
ture of health care, innovating 
dynamically to meet the needs 
of our patients.”

Robert Cushing, chairman 
of the Albany Med Health Sys-
tem board of directors, thanked 
Cahalan for his years of service 
and said he looked forward to 
Dr. Urschel’s leadership in the 
future.

 “We thank Jay for nearly 
three decades of selfless service 
to the Columbia Memorial com-
munity,” Cushing said. “His vi-
sion to elevate health care led 
us together, and as our first sys-
tem partner, his influence will 
be felt across our region for 
years to come. I am confident 
that Dorothy will continue to 
build upon the strong founda-
tion CMH holds. Her expertise 
and passion are invaluable as-
sets to the 100,000 people CMH 
serves.”

New CEO to head up Columbia Memorial Health

Dr. Dorothy Urschel 
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Many people, both men and 
women, kept diaries in the past. 
I have a small collection of local 
diaries and would love to have 
more because they illustrate the 
daily lives people were leading 
and what and who was import-
ant to them. Most people started 
diary keeping on January 1 of 
a given year. While they may 
not have continued recording 
until the end of the year, the di-
aries usually tell what their au-
thors were doing on New Year’s 
Day. Since this edition of “The 
Greenville Pioneer” is coming 
out on January 1, I thought I 
would share with you how some 
people spent that day in the past. 
I don’t even know the names of 
all those who kept the diaries. 
Often, they didn’t put their 
names in the books. Perhaps you 
can guess who the authors might 
have been. If you do fi nd a clue, 
please let me know.

 Helen Tripp was one of the 
daughters of Alfred and Maria 
Utter Tripp. She was born Jan-
uary 26,1853, and she lived un-
til January 27, 1917. She lived 
in the brick house on the main 
street of Oak Hill with her fam-
ily. On January 1, 1874, she 
started a diary: 

Thursday, Weather very 
pleasant. I worked around the 
house until noon. In the after-
noon sewed on my dress. Did 
not go anywhere nor was there 
any one in here till evening. Mrs. 
Eliza Flower called. Received a 
letter from Libbie Russell.

Friday, January 2: Weather 
very pleasant, thawed all day. 
I sewed on my dress nearly all 
day. Aunt Mary Utter and Jim-
mie came down this evening to 
go to the donation. [I can imag-
ine what the donation was, but 
can anyone share more informa-
tion?] Aunt Mary invited us to 
go with her. The coal fi re went 
out last night. I had to make it 
up this morning. Aunt Mary had 
a very nice time; they cleared 
$104.

Saturday, January.3: Weath-
er very pleasant; thawed all day 
again today. I had to make the 
coal fi re again today. Father, 
Mother, Hattie and Carrie [her 
two youngest sisters] went over 
to Uncle Briggs today. [Uncle 
Briggs was a Tripp and lived in 
Medusa or Westerlo]. I fi nished 
my dress, all but the buttons and 
pockets.

Sunday, January 4:  Weather 
very nice and pleasant. Went to 
Durham to church this morn-
ing. Did not get back in time 
for Sunday School. Did not go 
to church this afternoon. [The 
Tripps lived next to the Oak Hill 
Methodist Church and were al-
ways very involved there.]  Or-
ville preached. I wrote a letter 
to Libbie Russell this evening. 
Did not go to church. [It sounds 
like there were opportunities to 
spend the whole day and eve-
ning at church.]

Chauncey B Day from Al-
cove recorded on January 
1,1887: Thurs. Went to Al-
cove—got 3 gal. kerosene.

The diary of another anon-
ymous person recorded: Jan 1, 
1888 Rained all day. Hugh here 
in evening. 

A. M. Cowles recorded in 
his diary: January 1, 1898: The 
snow that fell yesterday has 
been piled in heaps last night 
and the wind is still blowing. 
I could not get home last night 
for the snow was drifted.  Mr. 
Whitehead and myself played 5 
games of dominoes this morn-
ing.  In the evening played with 
Mr. Mackey. Mr. Cook and 
brother drove them to the house 
to break out the roads.

Jan. 1, 1918:  A diary from 
the Wade family recorded: Mary 
is with us. We stay in all day. 
Big Fire in Catskill 2:20 a.m.

Mrs. Mary D. Mattice from 
Catskill wrote: Wednesday, Jan 
1,1919: We stayed home. Made 
head cheese and hockeye [a pig 
product].

For years many Oak Hill and 
Vicinity families have gone to 
Florida in the winter; the Tripps, 
the Fords, and the Wades all had 
houses in the Bradenton area. 
For these folks, the New Year 
was a time to go south. A series 
of diaries written by the Wade 
family give an idea of what the 
New York folks did in Florida:

Gainesville Fla Jan 1, 1925. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bates, Nelson and 
I ate our New Year’s dinner to-
gether outside our tents plac-
ing our tables together. (Menu:  
fricasseed chicken, sweet and 
white potatoes, cucumber pick-
les, chili sauce, creamed onions, 
green peas, sweet corn, celery, 
cranberries sauce.  Coffee Lem-
on pies.) The men washed the 
dishes for us. Mrs. Bates and 
I called on Mrs. Harder from 
Hudson on this camp.

Jan 1, 1928: Spend the day a 
home. Bates are away the week 
end. Mr. and Mrs. Lasher called 
this afternoon. We spend our 
spare time writing letters. Nel-
son goes to church.

Deland Fla:  Jan 1, 1930 A 
very lovely day. Need no fi re. 
Wash this am; take a nap this af-
ternoon. And go with the Lash-
ers to see the Glorifi ed Ameri-
can Girl.

1934:  Deland, Fla. We go out 
for dinner and go to the movies 
in afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. Kipp 
from Orange City call in the 
evening. Tooldie seems some 
better today. 80 in the shade.

Jan 1, 1935: A lovely day. 
We call on Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
and the Hacks. Have our din-
ner at home. Spend our evening 
with Mr. and Mrs. Luke

Jan 2.  Three callers. Nice 
day. Our anniversary. Hacks for 
the evening.

Jan. 1, 1938: A lovely day. 

Had dinner at home. Junior with 
us. There was a dinner at the CC 
[country club?] Building for the 
Tourists but we did not go. The 
holidays passed off very pleas-
antly. Thunder showers later 
evening.

Jan 1, 1939:  callers this af-
ternoon.

Jan 2 this is our 56th wedding 
anniversary. Quite a change be-
tween then and now

Jan 1, 1940:  Mr. and Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Lasher, Nelson 
and I had our dinner at the Tour-
ist Club Rooms. A very nice 
turkey dinner gotten on purpose 
for the club about 230 were 
there.  Price 80 cents. The busi-
ness meeting at 7:00, then an 
entertainment and refreshments 
and card playing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howards came this afternoon. 

You can see the New York 
folks had a wide circle of 
friends, lots of activities, and 
warm weather. Some of them 
stayed a few months and then 
returned north. Others made 
Florida their permanent home. 

Another diary which has 
no name identifying its owner, 
written in an O-K Seal Theme 
Tablet is one of my favorites. It 
is titled “My Diary for 1936.”

Wed. Jan 1 --1936:  Geils, 
John and I were to Flossies & 
Harris. A beautiful day. Came 
back and stopped at Golda’s, 
they were sawing ice.

Thurs. Jan 2. John went on 
the road I did chores, washed, 
another lovely day starting to 
rain at night. Reggie Fowler 
broke his leg at Newells.

Friday, Jan 3. Johns home, it 
rained all day. John went with 
Floyd Nickerson after hay.  I 
went to Helens.

Saturday Jan 4:  Lovely 
day just like spring. Helen and 
I went to Middleburg got our 
money from Clarence, came 
back by way of Potter Hollow. 
Stopped at Ethel Bates got home 
about 4 oclock had a hay ride 
through the woods.

Sunday Jan 5: Just a perfect 
day Very icy rained last night.  
John walked to Elmers. Geil, 
K.O. and Cecile was down after 
milk.

Mary Wade, wife of Leslie 
Wade, lived in the Green Re-
vival house in Oak Hill. She 
became the Durham Town Clerk 
January 1, 1946 and record-
ed in her diary: We have Town 
Clerk’s offi ce and had the safe 
etc. moved to our house.  Wrote 
a few licenses.  Stayed home for 
New Year’s Day.

Jan. 2:  got desk ready for 
Town Papers, etc.  Had to get 
new battery for car. Pop [Leslie] 
got all the Town Clerk material 
in order for me. Not much busi-
ness yet. 

Brooks Atkinson, the dra-

ma critic for the “New York 
Times,” and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author who had a house in 
Durham on the Susquehanna 
Turnpike for many years, pub-
lished a book in 1951 called 
“Once Around the Sun.” It is 
presented in diary form in that 
there is an essay for every day 
of the year. 

Some essays describe local 
residents, but today I want to 
share his philosophical com-
ments on January 1, 1951. He 
was in New York City that day. 
His musings seem relevant for 
today: “New Year’s Day. The 
new year comes in with a sting. 
New York is alarmed. Rain fall-
ing at a freezing temperature 
has covered the sidewalks with 
a hard glaze. Speaking over the 
city radio the mayor personally 
warns motorists to keep off the 
icy streets. The Weather Bu-
reau forecasts a heavy snow-
storm tonight. At the moment, 
the year looks bright…. we are 
warm and we begin the new 
year triumphantly. The worst 
can happen; occasionally it 
does. Not many of us in Ameri-
ca are prepared for it, for we do 
not believe it in our bones. We 
cheerfully assume that in some 
mystic way love conquers all, 
the good outweighs evil in the 
just balances of the universe and 
that at the eleventh hour some-
thing gloriously triumphant 
will prevent the worst before 
it happens. In the austere light 
of the world’s experience our 
optimism is naïve. When wars 
and depressions strike us down, 
we are shocked, incredulous, 
and unprepared. But cautious 
calculations bore us; they have 
such a dismal appearance and 
sound. To Americans optimism 
is a more congenial attitude. It 
may be even more than that: it 
may be creative. For all that I 
know at the moment, ‘Happy 
New Year’ may be nothing less 
than prophecy as the world be-
gins one more journey around 
the sun.”

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas 
is the Town of Durham Histori-
an. She lives in Oak Hill, thus 
the name of her column. 

Greenville Auto & Truck Parts 
4979 Route 81, Greenville · 518-966-5344 

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 · Sat 8-5 · Sun 9-2 

OVERBAUGH
DUMPSTERS 

15-Yard Dumpsters Available 
Mark Overbaugh - Greenville 

518-947-9981

Spring Cleaning?? 
Want to Get Rid of Old Metal? 
All Metals Picked up FREE!! 

All appliances - Air Conditioners 
Outdoor Grills - Metal Swimming Pools 

Call Today! 
John at 518-756-3056 

Many people kept diaries in the past

The front of the “Once Around the Sun” dust jacket is typical of illustration in 1951 
when it was published. The book sold for $4.

The dress Helen Tripp wrote about in her diary would likely have been similar to those worn by the Tripp ladies in this picture. 
They prided themselves on their fashionable attire, made mostly at home. At that period of time, the local stores sold yard 
good and notions. Some ladies in town had a dressmaker come to stay for a week or so to make their new gowns.

The Tripps had a house in Bradenton, where the whole family visited.  I U was in 
fact living there when he died, but his body was returned to Oak Hill for burial in 
the Oak Hill Cemetery. They were members of the Bradenton Country Club.

Mary Wade of Oak Hill was one of the many area people who went to Florida each 
winter. Some visited; others retired there. Most people drove from the Catskills to 
Florida, and there are numerous accounts of their trips which took several days 
and possibly car repairs along the way. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The back of the dustjacket of Brooks Atkinson’s book pictures him and tells about 
his many achievements.

The Tripp House from 1958
By Mary Lou Nahas
For Capital Region Independent Media

If you read the story of the Tripp 
House in the previous Oak Hill 
and Vicinity column, you know 
the property can be traced back to 
the Maitland Patent, was owned by 
Lucas Dewitt and a series of black-
smiths, and two Greenville broth-
ers, and that Alfred and Maria Utter 
Tripp and their descendants owned 
it for 112 years (1846-1958).  

Alfred Tripp left the property to 
his youngest son, Isaac Utter Tripp, 
who left it to his nephew, Alfred 
Tripp Burnett. At that point no one 
in the family wanted to live there, so 
the Tripp family ownership ended 
July 7, 1958, when Alfred T. Bur-
nett sold the property to Raymond 
and Sarah Robelen.   

Since then, the property has had 
10 owners. Today I want to share 
the story of the last 10 owners.

The Robelens had moved to 
Oak Hill from Long Island. Sarah 
had been a realtor there and was 
one in Oak Hill. Raymond was an 
art dealer.  

“They owned the green house, 
which they turned into a showplace! 
That’s where my grandmother grew 
up until her mother died when my 
grandmother was nine,” Wesley 
Brown recalled. 

“Sarah was quite the busi-
nessperson. It was Ray who really 
wanted to live in Oak Hill. After he 
died, she moved to Florida. They 
were active in the community and 
the U.M. Church. They were good 
friends with my parent and us,” 
Brown said.  

Raymond died in 1991, Sarah 
in 2006, and both are buried in the 
Oak Hill Cemetery. The Robelens 
never attempted to live in the Tripp 
house or change it, although they 
sold items that had been left in the 
store.

In 1965, the Robelens sold the 
property to Robert Garrity. Accord-
ing to his niece, Robert Garrity’s 
family was from Queens and then 
Long Island. Robert (Bob) was the 
oldest of four children; he had been 
a ship’s captain for Exxon. His par-
ents moved up here and he eventu-
ally came, too. 

A lifelong bachelor, Robert 
lived in Cairo. He had many inter-
ests including collecting antique 
motorcycles. He, too, never lived 
in the Tripp house or attempted to 
change it. 

In 1973, Robert Garrity sold the 
property to John B. and Carolyn 
Hightower, who owned a house in 
Medusa but lived in New York on 
the Upper West Side.  

“I think they just bought it [ the 
Tripp House] for its beauty; they 
did almost nothing to it,” Wesley 
Brown said.    

Hightower grew up on Long Is-
land and graduated from Yale Uni-
versity in 1955 with a degree in En-
glish. After serving in the Marines 
for two years, he worked a series of 
jobs in banking and business before 
being hired in 1963 as an assistant 
to the director of the fledging state 
arts council. He was named to lead 
the agency the following year. 

The Council had a budget of 
$500,000 in his first year and $22 
million in his last [1970] Hightower 
championed a grassroots approach 
to the arts, which became a tem-
plate for state councils nationwide. 
He then went on to be the director 
of the Modern Art Museum in New 
York City.  

Apparently at public meetings 
with some dissident artists, he said 
he agreed that the museum board 
should include artists “as well as 
rich people.” Hightower realized 
too late that his comments were 
upsetting his trustees, he said in a 
1996 interview. He was summoned 
by Gov. Nelson Rockefeller shortly 
before being fired. 

“The trustees don’t think you 
like them,” the governor said. 

“I still think I can do the job,” he 
recalled replying. 

The governor said, “They’re not 
going to let you.”

Hightower became the leader of 
the South Street Seaport Museum 
in 1977, and later helped create the 
Norwalk, Connecticut, Maritime 
Aquarium before heading the Mar-
iners’ Museum. Hightower died on 
July 6 in Newport News, Virginia, 
at 80.

In 1975, the Hightowers sold 
the property to Wesley and Shel-
ley Brown. Wesley had lived in 
Durham as a child [think Brown 
Road in Cornwallville.] 

According to Brown, who today 
lives on Martha’s Vineyard and in 
Albany, “We were very young and 
had to borrow money from my aunt 
and take over the mortgage. When 
we were unsuccessful in getting 
jobs in the area, it was clear that we 
needed to sell it. We had replaced 
the roof and all of the broken win-
dows (with old glass) and cleaned 
up the overgrown yard.”   

Once again, Sarah Robelen put 
up a for sale sign and in 1979, Wil-
liam Lea Thompson, Richard Jen-
rette’s longtime partner, was driving 
by, saw the house and the sign, and 
as he told me, “I had to have it.”  

He had ideas about how to turn 
the brick house into a livable home, 
but as Richard Jenrette said, “He 
wasn’t doing much with it, so I took 
it over.”  

Thus, in 1982, William Thomp-
son sold the property to Richard H. 
Jenrette. 

Richard “Dick” Jenrette, a Wall 
Street investment banker who de-
voted his free time to purchasing 
and restoring historic homes, was 
one of the founders of Donaldson, 
Lufkin & Jenrette, an investment 
bank that was absorbed by Credit 
Suisse for $11.5 billion in 2000. 

Beginning in the 1960s, Jenrette, 
a self-proclaimed “house-aholic,” 
restored a dozen historic homes, 
most dating to the 19th century. 
Though most of his energy was 
directed at the historic housing in 
Charleston, South Carolina, he also 
did a considerable amount of work 
in New York.

His own New York residence 
was made in the George F. Baker 
Houses on Park Avenue, one of the 
last family compounds in the city, 
which dates to the 1920s. Jenrette 
carefully restored that home, sav-
ing most of its original fixtures and 
the historic elevator, after purchas-
ing them from the Baker family in 
1988. 

Jenrette was a hands-on preser-
vationist who wrote “Adventures 
with Old Houses” in 1998 to share 
his love of historic house resto-
ration. He was active in a number of 
preservation organizations includ-
ing the President’s Advisory Coun-
cil on Historic Preservation and 
Historic Hudson Valley. In 1996, he 
was awarded the highest honor in 
historic preservation. 

In 1993, Jenrette founded the 
Classical American Homes Preser-
vation Trust to purchase and pre-
serve his beloved homes in perpetu-
ity. In one of his final contributions 
to the world of historic preserva-
tion, Jenrette arranged for the trust 
to open all of the properties to the 
public so that his legacy could be 
enjoyed.

Because of his ongoing work in 
preservation of houses of this pe-
riod, Jenerette had workmen who 
were able to stabilize the Tripp 
house, replace rotting cellar beams 
and restore a fireplace chimney. He 
took of all the shutters and sent them 
to New York City to have them re-
stored at what locals considered an 
enormous price. 

While the Tripp house was a 
much more modest house than 
those he completely restored, I be-
lieve he appreciated its beauty and 
history.

When the property was listed 

again in 1986, Norman and Chris-
tine Young, longtime antique deal-
ers and auctioneers in Nassau, New 
York, purchased it. Norman loved 
the buildings and started more res-
toration and painting. He sold some 
of his antiques from the store and 
had an auction on site. 

Then in 1989, the Youngs sold 
the property to artists David Mc-
Dermott and Peter McGough.    Ac-
cording to an account written by Pe-
ter McGough, “Friends who had a 
house in the Catskills told us about 
a property we had to buy in Oak 
Hill, the next town over. We went 
to look at it with them, peeked into 
the 18th century windows, and fell 
in love with the place. It was a brick 
house from 1790 that had a work-
ing hand pump by the side of the 
kitchen as its only source of water, 
a large 1880s general store next to 
it, and an apartment with original 
wallpaper. The store that stood there 
was tacked onto the back with large 
barns behind it and a two-seater out-
house that had a wallpapered interi-
or and a drawer that, when full, you 
could pull out and empty. Neither 
building had been modernized. Be-
hind was a running creek.”

“We didn’t act fast enough and 
the house was sold,” he added. “It 
came on the market again in 1989 
and since we had just sold a group 
of paintings, we bought the proper-
ty. We set up a balloon payment so 
we didn’t have to put down as much 
money and the former owner held 
the mortgage. us about a property 
we had to buy in Oak Hill. We went 
to look 

“Quite a lot of money was com-
ing in with sales of our photographs 
and paintings. We had never expe-
rienced anything like it. We bought 
[our friend] Bastian two Morgan 
horses that he kept behind the house 
after building a fenced-in area for 
them. Then there was all the custom 
tack that was needed along with 
the hay, the grains, the blacksmith, 
and the vets. I used an old shed in 
back as a painting studio. I couldn’t 
use the barns because we had just 
bought a two-seated carriage, a sur-
rey, and a wooden omnibus with a 
painted side that sat 18.”

Apparently, the artists, who 
wanted to live in the past when 
there was no income tax, among 
other things, failed to pay their in-
come tax and mortgage.  

“After the IRS seized our prop-
erty, they had a three-day auction in 
Albany of all the antique furnish-
ings of the house, the general store, 
the apartment above it and the con-
tents of the barns. I begged the lo-
cal antiques dealers, whom I knew 
well, and those who came from far 
and wide, not to bid against us, so 
I could buy back the contents of 
my life. My pleas fell on deaf ears. 
The highest bidders left with our 
furnishings, 18th century clothes, 
carriages, and an 1880s wooden, 
horse-drawn omnibus.”

Because of their failing to keep 
up the payments on the balloon 
mortgage, the property reverted to 
the Youngs, who once again adver-
tised it for sale. In November 1996, 
Nick and I purchased the property 
and still own it.

In the late summer of 2001, 
Thompson and Jenerette visited us 
in Oak Hill and afterwards sent a 
copy of the book “Adventures with 
Old Houses” inscribed to me and a 
letter which said, “Bill Thompson 
and I certainly enjoyed our visit to 
your charming home in Oak Hill. It 
made us both feel good to see what 
loving care you and your husband 
have lavished on the house. It really 
seems very comfortable. The house 
— for the first time — seems hap-
py.” William L. Thompson died in 
2013. Jenrette died April 22, 2018, 
aged 89.

It is interesting to note that 
Prince Charles, now king of En-
gland, wrote the forward to the 
book Jenrette sent.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The Tripp House in years gone by.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The historic house, on property that can trace its history back to the 1700s, 
with a car parked in front.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The old store before it received a fresh coat of paint.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The Tripp house viewed from the rear.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The house as it looked during the era when it was owned by antique dealers 
and auctioneers Norman and Christine Young.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The house in one of its many iterations.
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TCI NY provides an essential 
service to New Yorkers

Processing, recycling, and repairing transformers
 TCI of NY is deemed an essential business in New York for its 
role in the power industry.  The company goes to the utilities with 
specialized trailers to pick up damaged or broken transformers to 
be inspected.  They are either repaired or recycled.  99 percent of 
the material processed is salvaged for beneficial re-use rather than 
landfilled.
 “The service is especially important today due to severe storms 
knocking out transformers.  This has resulted in supply chain issues 
for the utilities,” said John Hamor, Capital Energy Partners.  “TCI 
removes the damaged transformers so they can be replaced or 
repaired.”
 Transformers move electricity from higher to lower voltages 
so it can be delivered safely to homes, schools, and businesses.  
Everything related to electricity uses a transformer.  You see 
throughout your community the can shaped equipment mounted on 
utility poles or green boxes on concrete pads.
 “We are proud to be in Coeymans investing and creating new jobs 
while providing an important service to the community,” says Brian 
Hemlock, TCI’s president.  

To find out more about working at TCI, call John Barr at 
(518) 756-9997 or go to www.tci-ny.com for more information.

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL HOME FOR 60 YEARS!

741 DELAWARE AVENUE, DELMAR, NY 12054

(518) 439-5560
WWW.MEYERSFUNERALHOME.COM

A family owned funeral home, started in 1968 by 
Ben Meyers of Alcove. In recent years taken over by 

his son, Stephen; who lives in Ravena. 

For personal service, flexibility and cost savings on 
your cremation and burial needs. Just 13 miles from 
downtown Ravena. I know people do not like to talk 
to the tax man or funeral director, but if I can be of 

any help at the time of need, please feel free to call.  

Stephen Meyers - Where the name on the sign out 
front matches the guy you talk to.

Burials starting at $2,835
Cremations starting at $995

With the days growing shorter, now’s the perfect 
time to invest in your home’s energy efficiency for the 

winter ahead. Upgrade the look of your home with 
Smarter Windows at GNH. 

Durable, low-maintenance & built to work beautifully 
for decades. Plus, they’re made in upstate New York!

Visit GNH to learn more.

Greenville  |  Windham  |  Latham

Invest in Energy Efficient 
Windows this Fall

Lower Energy Bills
Smaller Carbon Footprint
Exceptionally Solid Design

11780 Rte. 9W • Coxsackie, NY 12192 • 518.653.5367

All Natural ‘I Scream’ 

Ice Cream • Hotdogs

Ice Cream Cakes 
For Any Occasion!

OUTDOOR SUPPLIES
11779 St. Route 9W, 

W.Coxsackie, NY 12192
518-731-3900

EXCAVATING
325 Medway-Earlton Rd.

Earlton, NY. 12058
518-731-6190

Halsted 
Companies
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses
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By Dr. Billy Holland
For Capital Region Independent Media 

Have you known someone 
who was even-tempered and 
composed even when circum-
stances seemed to be falling 
apart all around them? 

In times of a serious crisis, 
somehow these individuals have 
the type of personality to remain 
calm and collected. In fact, it’s 
not unusual to see them comfort-
ing the very ones who came to 
help them. 

So, what is the secret to living 
in a peaceful and tranquil state 
of mind? For those who trust in 
God, I believe we come to a point 
in our spiritual journey where we 
simply begin to realize that Jesus 
is the Prince of Peace and it only 
makes sense this would include 
believing what He has declared 
is true. It may sound rather ele-
mentary, but having a passion 
for knowing Him personally will 
go a long way toward learning to 
trust Him. 

Life has its share of wonder-
ful seasons where we enjoy the 
blessings and have delightful 
experiences and then there are 
times of disappointment and oc-
casionally these are devastating. 
Have you noticed that when we 
are on the mountaintop, we tend 
to forget about God because we 
are so distracted with our plea-
sures? Then, after the celebration 
has passed, we fi nd ourselves 
walking through a dark and 
discouraging valley, and imme-
diately call out to Him because 
we want to go back to the good 
times. 

A certain amount of fl uctu-
ation is indeed a normal part of 

life, but riding on an emotional 
roller coaster is not exactly the 
way God intended for His peo-
ple to live. His perfect plan is for 
us to become mature in order to 
have a higher spiritual connec-
tion with Him whether we are 
walking through abundance or 
adversity.

Paul said in Philippians 4:11-
13: “I have learned to be content 
with whatever I have. I know 
what it is to have little, and I 
know what it is to have plenty. In 
any and all circumstances I have 
learned the secret of being well-
fed and of going hungry, of hav-
ing plenty and of being in need. 
I can do all things through him 
who strengthens me.” 

I believe it would help with 
our anxiety and stress if we could 
just sincerely place our lives into 
His hands and rest in the confi -
dence that He knows about our 
situation and is working behind 
the scenes for our best interests. 

As a counselor, I realize that 
when someone is desperate for 
an immediate solution, advis-
ing them to keep praying and be 
patient is not what they want to 
hear. 

Proverbs chapter 3:5-6 says: 
“Trust in the Lord with all of 
thine heart, and lean not unto 
thine own understanding. In ALL 
thy ways acknowledge Him, and 
He shall direct thy paths.” 

Observing this carefully al-
lows us to comprehend He is 
simply wanting us to stand on 
what He has promised. He de-
sires that we trust Him not only 
in times of crisis but every mo-
ment.

One of my favorite verses is 
Psalm 145:18 and 19: “The Lord 

is near unto all them that call 
upon Him, to all that call upon 
Him in truth. He will fulfi ll the 
desire of them that fear Him: He 
also will hear their cry, and will 
save them.” 

The bottom line is that God 
wants to intervene because He 
loves you. His answers might 
not always be what we imagined 
or when we wanted them, but He 
will always make the right deci-
sion in His perfect time. 

Many are struggling fi nan-
cially and are stressed to the 
point of a nervous breakdown. 
Others are facing serious health 
issues, family problems and are 
afraid of an uncertain future. 
Worry is the opposite of faith and 
can steal the joy of our salvation. 
I do not have specifi c answers 
for every issue and neither can I 
explain why bad things happen 
to good people, but I do know 
that whatever type of valley you 
are walking through today, God 
hears your prayers and will never 
forget or forsake you.

I’m reminded of the story 
in Mark chapter 4, where Jesus 
and His disciples were in a boat 
during a violent storm. Jesus 
was resting comfortably while 
the men were crying out in fear 
of sinking and drowning. They 
woke Him, and He calmly com-
manded the wind and waves to 
stop and they did. He is always 
in total control of every situation 
and if we are holding His hand, 
we can always rest in His perfect 
peace.

Dr. Billy Holland is a Chris-
tian minister, community chap-
lain and author. Read more 
about the Christian life at: billy-
hollandministries.com.

In God we trust with every situation
Living on Purpose

Because you care! 
Sometimes, things don’t always work out at home for a child.     
New  York’s Office of Children and Family Services estimates that 130,000 

children around the state live with a grandparent, an aunt or uncle, or other 
family member. Some even live with close family friends. When a family member 
or close family friend assumes the responsibility of caring for a child, that’s called 
Kinship Care.        

Perhaps you are a kinship care provider, or know someone who is. If you are, 
you do it for all the right reasons. Because you care.  But there’s good news.    
St. Catherine’s Center for Children has launched a new program to support    
kinship caregivers in Albany, Schenectady, Greene and Ulster Counties. The     
program connects caregivers like you to a variety of community and public     
support services, providing you with the tools you need to succeed. Want to learn 
more? Call us at the number below, or email kinshipcare@st-cath.org 

St. Catherine’s Center for Children 
40 North Main Avenue, Albany, NY 12203 

www.st-cath.org  •  518-453-6700

St-Cath_Kinship Care_6-21_Layout 1  6/30/2021  2:37 PM  Page 1
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• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

Nation
Pickers

• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

2530 Route 9W, Ravena, NY
Closed Monday • Open 11-5
Saturday’s 10-5
518.495.9225

An Affordable 25 Multi Dealer
Antique / Vintage / Collectable Shop

FOUNDED IN 1958

Anatriello Agency
Insurance of course!

2477 US Route 9W, Ravena, NY 12143
Johna@AnatrielloAgency.com • AnatrielloAgency.com

“Excellent to do 
business with.”

-Peter Mahan

“Very friendly and 
knowledgeable 

people. A 
pleasure to do 
business with!!”

-Darrell Owens

“Competitive prices. 
Detail oriented and personalized 

service. Thumbs up.”

-Pete Foronda

HOUSEAUTO BUSINESS
u Personal Service

u Attention To Detail

u Over 60 Years Of Family Owned Business 

u Providing Service To The Community

Deep Steam Extraction
For your carpets, upholstery, 

vehicle, & office!

518.756.2669
Raymond Magee - Owner

Brightway 
Cleaning Service

Call Today 518.528.0144
challacombeconstruction@gmail.com

Challacombe Spray Foam

www.ChallacombeConstruction.com

Providing Kitchen and Bathroom 
Remodels and Spray Foam Applications
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Aboard
Cruises depart & 

return to Shady 
Harbor Marina

  MM          

$5 discount with current dinner receipt from 
The Boathouse Grille

Sightseeing
Saturday, & Sunday 1:00 & 3:00

Sunset Cruises
Friday, Saturday, & Sunday 6:00PM

Private Charters
2 hr min | up to 12 people | offered 
everyday with 24 hours noticeeveryday with 24 hours notice

518-784-3513
70 Shady Harbor Drive, New Baltimore, NY 12124
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By Russell Gloor
For Capital Region Independent 
Media

Dear Rusty: I am a 77-year-
old married male. I am retired 
and started drawing Social Se-
curity at age 66, and my month-
ly amount is a little over $3,000. 

My present wife is 52 and 
employed, and we have been 
married for 22 years. I also have 
an ex-wife who is 85, not mar-
ried, and drawing Social Se-
curity. My ex-wife and I were 
married 13 years. 

When I am deceased, what 
happens to my Social Security 
benefits? When my present wife 
decides to receive SS benefits, 
would she draw the higher ben-
efit of our monthly amounts? 
Would my ex-wife be able to 
increase her benefit? 

Signed: Planning Ahead
Dear Planning Ahead: In 

the event of your death, here is 
how Social Security eligibility 
would work for your current 
wife and for your ex-wife: For 
your current wife, unless she is 
disabled, she cannot collect a 
survivor benefit as your widow 
until she is at least 60 years old. 
However, if she claims her sur-
vivor benefit before reaching 
her full retirement age (FRA), it 
will be reduced. 

Claimed at age 60, her ben-
efit as your widow would be 
71.5% of the amount you were 
receiving at your death. If she 
waited beyond age 60 to claim, 
her survivor benefit would con-
tinue to grow until it reached 
maximum at her FRA of age 67 
(100% of the benefit you were 
receiving when you died). 

She would also have the 
option to wait until age 62 and 
claim her own reduced per-
sonally earned SS benefit first 
while allowing her survivor 
benefit to grow to maximum at 
age 67; or she could take her re-
duced survivor benefit only first 
and allow her personally earned 
SS benefit to grow to maximum 
at age 70. She should choose 
whichever strategy would give 
her the highest benefit for the 
rest of her life. Note, too, that 
if your current wife were to col-
lect any benefit before reaching 
her full retirement age (67) and 
she works, she would be subject 
to Social Security’s earnings 
test. The earnings test limits 
how much can be earned before 
some of her benefits are taken 
away by Social Security.

For reference, the 2022 

earnings limit is $19,560, but it 
changes annually. If the annu-
al earnings limit in force when 
your wife claims is exceeded 
and she hasn’t yet reached age 
67, SS will take away benefits 
equal to $1 for every $2 over 
the limit. The limit is higher, 
and the penalty is less in the 
year FRA is reached, and the 
earnings test goes away when 
your current wife is 67. 

Regarding your ex-wife, if 
you die first, and because you 
were married for more than 10 
years, your ex-wife will be en-
titled to collect a survivor ben-
efit from you, if that amount 
(what you were receiving at 
your death) is more than she is 
currently receiving based on her 
own lifetime work record (she 
would get the higher of the two 
amounts). Your ex-wife would 
need to contact Social Securi-
ty to claim her survivor benefit 
from you, and your ex-wife col-
lecting a survivor benefit from 
you will not affect your current 
wife’s benefit in any way — 
both can get their full survivor 
benefit from you independent 
of each other and neither will be 
reduced because more than one 
wife is collecting. 

For clarity, since you and 
your ex-wife are both already 
collecting Social Security, your 
ex-wife may be entitled to a 
spousal boost from you while 
you are both living, if her own 
personally earned FRA benefit 
amount is less than 50% of your 
SS benefit, and that would have 
no effect on either your own 
current benefit or your current 
wife’s survivor entitlement. 
Your ex-wife would need to 
contact Social Security directly 
to apply for her ex-spouse bene-
fit from you while you are both 
living.

This article is intended for 
information purposes only and 
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Securi-
ty Association (NSSA). NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advi-
sory) or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org.

What do my wife, 
and my ex-wife,  

get if I die?

Social Security Matters

park,” Bear said of the damage.
Bear said he believes the 

vandals were likely teenagers 
“messing around” in the park.

Several park signs were also 
vandalized.

“The signs saying your dog 
has to be on a leash were dam-
aged, they painted them and 
bent them,” Macko said. “And 
a bunch of kids had a report 
card burning party on the nature 
trail. A woman tried to put out 
the fire and had to call the fire 
department.”

A couple of teenagers have 
been questioned in the report 
card incident, he added.

“The troopers are talking 

to a few kids because some of 
the report cards didn’t burn ful-
ly, so they had names,” Macko 
said.

There are several cameras 
at the park, but Macko said the 
town council will likely discuss 
purchasing additional cameras 
to provide a more comprehen-
sive view of the town park.

There have been numerous 
incidents of vandalism at Van-
derbilt Park. Damage was done 
to the dugout at the baseball 
field, and in spring of last year 
there were swastikas and other 
graffiti drawn on slides and oth-
er playground equipment with 
permanent marker. Damage in 
those incidents has since been 
repaired.

PARK, from page 1
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A park bench was found perched atop the playground equipment 10 feet 
above the ground.
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Call us to make your tee time 
reservation today!

518.756.9555
Walk-ins are welcome, but please 
understand there may be a wait

38 TOMPKINS RD, RAVENA, NY 12143
MON - SAT: 7AM - 8PM | SUN: 7AM - 6PM

$35 LUNCH SPECIAL*

Wednesdays. 18 Holes of Golf with Cart & Lunch.
EXPIRES 9/1/22. *Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Soda, Water

$150 
COUPON

for a Round of Golf 
for 4 People 

including Golf Cart!
EXPIRES 11/1/22

15% OFF
COUPON

for Dinning at 
The Sycamore 

Restaurant & Bar
EXPIRES 11/1/22

Crossroads Ford
We are locally-owned & operated & our staff is customer-friendly with no 

pressure, so you can make the best decision for your next vehicle purchase.

518-756-4000 • 2351 Rt. 9W Ravena, NY • (Just 10 miles South of Albany)

ALERT!
These
NEW  

VEhiclEs  
just landed  
& WON’T  
last long!

PRE-ownEd SPEciALS 
FOrd EdgErd Edgrd Edgrd Edgrd Edgrd EdgEE

2 left

FOrd MusTaNg  
Mach-E gT
rd Musrd Musrd Musrd MusTTaaaTaTTaT NNg g 

1 left
FOrd ExplOrEr xlT 
spOrT appEaraNcE

3.0L V6, Auto., 4WD/AWD, 
Adaptive Cruise Control, 
Park Assist, Power Tail-
gate/Liftgate, Rear View 
Camera, 46,744 Miles.
$54,990

2021 Ford Mustang Mach-E

STK#  U11448T

AWD, V6, Automatic, 
Power Windows/Locks/

Mirrors, Tons of Rear 
Cargo Space, Tow 

Package,  72,480 Miles.
$48,995

2020 Ford ExplorEr

STK# U11419T

2018 Ford Fusion sE
1.5L I4, Bluetooth, 
Keyless Entry, Cruise 
Control, Emergency 
Brake Assist, Rear View 
Camera, 44,657 Miles.
$25,995STK#  U11185C

2.3L I4, Auto., 4WD/
AWD, Keyless Entry, 
Rear View Camera, 

Emergency Brake As-
sist, 10,251 Miles.

$36,990

2020 Ford rangEr xlt

STK#  U11474T

11
83
08
_4

FFOOrd Explrd Explrd Explrd Explrd Explrd Explrd ExplOO
1 left

1 left
FOrd EscapE sEl

“Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but not to his own facts.”

#SupportRealNews
- Daniel Patrick Moynihan

arship in the high school in 
Durham and put money towards 
the scholarship in his name.”

Holding a tractor run in hon-
or of Crilly seemed apt, Reilly 
said.

“When he was with the fire 
department, every time the fire 
alarm went off he used to go to 
the firehouse in his tractor with 
his siren on, so that’s why we 
are doing this in his name,” 
Reilly noted.

About 20 tractors of all siz-
es and styles lined up outside 
McReilly’s Resort on Route 
145 for the start of the charity 
run, some boasting floats and 
flags of the U.S., Ireland, and 
specific counties in the Emer-
ald Isle. 

The tractors drove down 
Route 145, made their way to 
The Milk Run, and then back to 
the Michael Quill Irish Cultural 
and Sports Centre. 

Sonia Reilly said her hus-
band planned the tractor run 
with some friends and wanted 
to give back to the communi-

ty — with a nod to the island 
where these runs are so popular.

“They do tractor runs all the 
time in little villages in Ireland 
to raise money for charity,” So-
nia Reilly said. “They are very 
popular.”

Some people brought mul-
tiple tractors to the run, while 
others were looking for a trac-
tor to drive.

“The people driving the 
tractors are mostly people from 
New York City who have prop-
erties and tractors up here,” she 
said. “They live in the city and 
come up here on the weekends, 
and there are some locals here, 
too. There is one guy here with 
six tractors. People with mul-
tiple tractors are loaning them 
out to people who want to drive 
them.”

Durham resident Tom McK-
iernan stood on the side of the 
road waiting for the run to start. 
Curiosity brought him out, he 
said.

“My wife and I came out 
and we brought our friend from 
Texas to watch the event,” 
McKiernan said. “We wanted to 
see what it was all about.”

TRACTORS, from page 1
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McReilly’s Resort in East Durham coordinated the event, which raised money 
for local not-for-profit groups in honor of a firefighter who died in 2021.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Tractor drivers and supporters gathered outside McReilly’s Resort on a chilly 
morning for the start of the fundraiser.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
A tractor with a unique display — and plenty of flags — drives down Route 
145.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Tractors of all sizes and styles took part, raising funds for local not-for-profit 
organizations.
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