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COVID-19 death toll 
could reach 240,000

See page 9

We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
News about COVID-19 is chang-
ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
ably changed since we sent this 
paper to the printing presses. We 
encourage you, if possible, to 
visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/greenvillepioneer 
where we are sharing breaking 
news, closings and cancelations. 

To our readers,

Thank you, 
The Greenville Pioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―
Everyone is aware by now 
of mandates to practice so-
cial distancing, hand hygiene 
and other ways of preventing 
transmission of the coronavi-
rus, but here’s a possible dan-
ger you may not have thought 
of — spreading the virus 
through your trash.

Trash disposal was deemed 
an “essential” service by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo when he put 
strict regulations in place in 
the battle against COVID-19. 
But waste-disposal experts say 
there are risks if garbage is not 
handled and packaged proper-
ly — and that is a concern for 
them.

In Greenville, the town 
recycling center is open, but 
with limited hours. Town res-
idents needing to dispose of 
trash or recyclables can stop 
by the center from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday and Sat-
urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
the community safe, we ask 
that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Trash is a possible danger when it comes to spreading COVID-19.

Trash can pose 
COVID-19 risk

See TRASH, page 10

Schools 
remain 
closed

By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

GREENVILLE—Schoo l s 
will remain closed statewide 
through mid-April and the state’s 
fi rst temporary hospital was 
completed in New York City on 
Friday as New York remains the 
nation’s epicenter for the novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Schools will now remain 
closed statewide through April 
15. Schools across New York 
were ordered closed March 18 
through April 1 to be reassessed 
every two weeks. The state’s 
waiver was extended for school 
districts to receive state aid with-
out holding physical classes for 
180 days. 

During this time, schools are 
still required to provide continu-
ity of instruction, meals for stu-
dents and information on avail-
able childcare resources

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier,” 
said Greenville Central School 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland. “When the District 
receives additional guidance 
concerning the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, we will be able 
to share more details and answer 
additional questions, including 
those surrounding spring break, 
grading, and other regulatory 
requirements. We recognize the 
diffi culties faced by our students 
and families and ask for patience 
during these unprecedented 
times.”

“Our teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families have done an 
amazing job working together to 
keep our students engaged while 
schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
proposed budget amend-
ment that would cut local 
voices out of the solar per-
mitting process is moving 
forward despite pushback 
from Greene and Columbia 
county officials.

Negotiations are con-
tinuing on the proposed 
changes to siting solar and 
wind energy, known as the 
Accelerated Renewable 
Energy Growth and Com-
munity Benefit Act, said 
Jordan Levine, deputy com-
munications director for the 
energy and environment in 
the office of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“It is impossible to say 

if anything outside the 
normal will get done, but 
renewable energy siting is 
still on the table,” he said.

Since the budget amend-
ment was announced on 
Feb. 21, local officials have 
warned that changing so-
lar siting laws to abolish 
the existing review process 
would violate home rule 
and diminish local author-
ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
Supervisor Rick Hanse.

“We are at the mercy 
of the state whether they 
take it out of the budget, 

and should it pass, the state 
will have complete authori-
ty to override town zoning 
laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
ist.”

Hanse said local offi-
cials have been lobbying 
lawmakers to debate the 
proposed amendment sep-
arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 

the amount of ‘touch’ our drivers have on garbage.”
— CARMEN BARBATO JR., OWNER OF CARMEN BARBATO, INC.

O�  cials are 
concerned that the 
proposed changes 

could accelerate the 
development of solar 
farms across Greene 

and Columbia 
counties, including 

Hecate Energy’s 
proposed 700-acre 

facility in Copake and 
the Flint Mine solar 

project in Coxsackie.
See SOLAR, page 10

Months later, community changes its tune on hotel project
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

COXSACKIE — Five months after 
construction on a major downtown Cox-
sackie project was halted, the community 
has changed its tune.

Work on the Newbury Hotel and the 
adjacent The Wire event center on South 
River Street was ordered stopped by the 
village March 27 due to an expired build-
ing permit and components of the project 
that were not in compliance with village 
code and the approved site plan.

Among the issues of concern was the 
construction of a fi fth fl oor on the hotel, 
which was not approved. The original 
site plan was for a four-story building. 
The partially built hotel also occupied a 
larger footprint than what was originally 
approved.

A new site plan was submitted and the 
mandated State Environmental Quality 
Review Act (SEQRA) process is current-
ly under review. The revised project and 

variances are now being reconsidered 
by both the village’s planning board and 

zoning board of appeals.
The two boards held a joint public 

hearing Aug. 29 at Coxsackie-Athens 
High School as the review process con-
tinues.

“It was important to both boards to 
hold a public hearing before the SEQRA 
process was completed so they could take 
all the comments into consideration prior 
to making a SEQRA determination,” at-
torney Robert Stout, who represents both 
boards, said to open the hearing. “Before 
the zoning board of appeals or the plan-
ning board can rule on the substance of 
the underlying applications, they have to 
complete SEQRA, which is the environ-
mental review process.”

Mary Beth Bianconi from Delaware 
Engineering outlined the site plan amend-
ments and variances the developer, Aaron 
Flach, has applied for. They include an 
area variance extending the height of the 
hotel to a total of 65.23 feet; village code 
currently permits buildings a maximum 
of 50 feet in height. Flach also applied for 
a site plan amendment for the addition of 

See HOTEL, page 19
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No charges in 
crash that put 13 

in hospitals
See page 6

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

DURHAM — A series of roads 
traveling through the towns of Durham 
and Windham have been designated 
the Durham Valley Scenic Byway.

There are 26 state-designated Sce-
nic Byways in New York, according to 
the state Department of Transportation. 

The byway includes 21 miles of 
roadway that was originally designated 
in 1991 as Scenic Roads of “extraor-
dinary scenic quality” by the state’s 
Department of Environmental Conser-
vation.

The Durham Valley Scenic Byway 
designation was approved by Gov. 
Kathy Hochul on Aug. 29 in a bill 
co-authored by Assemblyman Chris 
Tague, R-102, and state Sen. Michelle 
Hinchey, D-46.

“The Durham Valley and Greene 
County as a whole are incredibly 
beautiful places, where small towns 
surrounded by big mountains are fi lled 
with some of the most kind and down-
to-earth people you’ll ever meet who 
are eager to show New Yorkers ev-
erything their farmers, craftsmen and 
small business owners have to offer,” 
Tague said after the bill’s passage.

The Scenic Byway designation 
puts Greene County “on the map as a 
must-see destination within New York 
state,” Tague added.

The byway corridor reaches from 
the northernmost escarpment of the 
Catskill Mountains to a plain that leads 
north towards Albany and east to the 
Hudson River Valley, according to the 
state website.

“The byway includes a famed 
‘Five State View’ that extends over the 
Hudson River Valley to the Berkshires, 
Vermont, Connecticut and New Hamp-
shire, and north to the Adirondacks,” 
according to the state website. “Unlike 
many other state-designated scenic and 
historic byways that consist primarily 
of one long linear corridor, the Durham 
Valley Scenic Byway is a network of 
mostly contiguous historic corridors 
that traverses the Durham Valley.”

See ROADS, page 13

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — A project 
many months in the making is 
coming to fruition at Veterans’ 
Memorial Park, where a monu-
ment and fl agpole are being erect-
ed in honor of local fallen troops 
who served in the Vietnam War.

The dedication ceremony is 
scheduled for Sept. 17 at 1 p.m. 
at the park, located at the inter-
section of Routes 81 and 32, and 
will honor the 17 troops with ties 
to Greene County who gave the 
ultimate sacrifi ce in the war.

Work at the site is ongoing, 
with much of the excavation 
completed at press time and in-
stallation of the Bronze Battle-
fi eld Cross, granite monument 
and fl agpole expected to be com-
pleted by the date of the dedica-
tion.

The project has been beset 
with challenges, from shortfalls 
in donations to obtaining all the 

components of the monument in 
a timely fashion, said organizer 
Tim Broder from the Northeast 
USA Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Fund, the group spearheading the 
project.

“It’s just a matter of getting 
it installed now and we will do it 
— there is no doubt in my mind 
about that,” Broder said.

On the day of the dedica-
tion, the group also plans to set 
up a temporary “museum” in the 
community room of the Green-
ville Public Library, next door to 
the park, honoring the 17 fallen 
Greene County troops.

A portrait of each of the 17 
slain county residents will be ac-
companied by a biography, and 
there will also be a military uni-
form of one of the men on display 
as well. While the dedication is 
aimed at honoring Greene Coun-
ty residents who were killed in 
action, the group will also pay 

See VIETNAM, page 18
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Veterans Memorial Park will be the site of the new memorial, which will honor 
the 17 Greene County residents who were killed in action in the Vietnam War.

FILE PHOTO    
A public hearing for The Newbury Hotel and The Wire event center construction project drew a 
different response from the community than five months ago, when a stop-work order was issued 
by the village for noncompliance with the approved site plan.
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Memorial honoring 
slain Vietnam troops 
readies for dedication

FILE PHOTO    
The Bronze Battlefield Cross that will be erected at Veter-
ans Memorial Park in Greenville. The dedication ceremony 
will be held Sept. 17.
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SEPTEMBER 2022
9-11 - Performance: “Shelley’s Shadow,” 
Friday and Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and Sun-
day at 2 p.m., at Catskill’s Bridge Street 
Theatre, 44 West Bridge Street, Catskill. 
Tickets available at https://bridgest.org/
shelleys-tickets/
10 - Oktoberfest, starts at 3 p.m. at Nussy’s 
Bier Garten, 57 Ravine Drive, Round Top. 
10 - Athens Cultural Center: Second Sat-
urday’s Film Series, 8:30 p.m., at Athens’ 
Historic Riverfront Park, Athens. Film: “I 
Dream Too Much.” Free admission.
10 - Cultivate Catskill’s 2nd Saturday Trunk 
Sales, at Bridge and Water streets in the vil-
lage of Catskill. Cars $5, trucks $10. 
10 - Hudson-Athens Boat and Lighthouse 
Summer Tours, departure times 10 a.m., 
11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m., from Athens River-
front Park. Book tickets at https://www.
catskillmountainferry.com or call 914-589-
7773.
10 - Light Up the Barn Fundraiser support-
ing New Baltimore Conservancy’s resto-
ration work at the barn at Longview Park, 
1886 River Road, New Baltimore, 5:30-9 
p.m. Cost is $15 per person.
11 - Fall Fling Flea Market and Craft Fair, 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at TGM American Legion 
Post 187, 94 Second Street, Athens. Ven-
dors are welcome, visit Facebook page for 
more information.
12 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at 
Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.

14-18 - 25th Annual Catskill Mountain 
Thunder Motorcycle Festival, at Black-
thorne Resort, 348 Sunside Road, East 
Durham.
15-18 - Performance: “Shelley’s Shadow,” 
Thursday through Saturday at 7:30 p.m. 
and Sunday at 2 p.m., at Catskill’s Bridge 
Street Theatre, 44 West Bridge Street, 
Catskill. Tickets available at https://bridg-
est.org/shelleys-tickets/
17 - Greene County Vietnam Veterans 
Monument Dedication, 1 p.m., at Veterans 
Memorial Park, intersection of Routes 32 
and 81, Greenville.
17 - Catskill Food Festival, 12-6 p.m., at 
Dutchman’s Landing Park, Catskill. Rain or 
shine. Free admission.
17 - Town of New Baltimore Yard Sale Day, 
townwide, starts at 9 a.m., New Baltimore.
17 - Siuslaw Model Forest BioBlitz citizen 
science program, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., at Agro-
forestry Resource Cneter, 6055 Route 23, 
Acra. Free of charge.
17 - 10th Annual Postcard Show, 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m., at Mountain Top Historical Society, 
5132 Route 23A, Haines Falls. Entry fee $3.
18 - Skywalk Arts Festival 2022, park next 
to Rip Van Winkle Bridge, state Route 23, 
Catskill.
18 - Program: “How the Queen’s Road Be-
came the King’s Road,” 2 p.m., at Bronck 
Museum, 90 County Route 42, Coxsackie. 
Adults $8, Greene County Historical Soci-
ety members and children $4.
19 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 

p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, 
Greenville.
20 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
21 - Program: “Learn to Grow Ginseng,” 
4-6 p.m., at Agroforestry Resource Center, 
6055 Route 23, Acra. Cost: $15.
23-24 - Greenville Day Weekend, at 
George V. Vanderbilt Town Park, on Town 
Park Road. Visit cpog.org for fi nal sched-
ule, which will be posted in September. 
Free admission.
29-1 - Flyday Music Festival, at Blackthorne 
Resort, 348 Sunside Road, East Durham. 
Visit www.fl ydaymusicfestival.com/tickets 
to purchase tickets.

OCTOBER 2022
1 - Dinner Among the Pines, annual fund-
raising event for Cornell Cooperative Ex-
tension of Columbia & Greene Counties, 
6-8 p.m., at Agroforestry Resource Center, 
6055 Route 23, Acra. Cost: $105 for one, 
$200 for two.
1-2 - Colors in the Catskills Fall Festival, 
12-6 p.m., at Hunter Mountain, 64 Klein 
Avenue, Hunter. Free admission.
3 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at 
Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
4 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
6 - Cairo Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.

Better TV  
Our Promise to You

Offer expires 7/15/20. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Smart HD DVR included.

AMERICA’S TOP 120

Great entertainment 
with a local touch.

190 $5999/mo.
Channels

HI-TECH ADVISERS
(888) 729-4907

Document Ref: IQM9L-BLADW-UE84B-PAVJK Page 5 of 5

To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  

GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

To have your organiza-
tion’s events added to our 

calendar, please enter them 
online at www.greenvillepi-

oneer.com
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  

GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

2               The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  October 22, 2021

news@greenvillepioneer.com   •  www.greenvillepioneer.com
413-212-0130 

ADVERTISING - All advertising requests must be made one week in advance. 

NEWS DESK - News items must be received twelve days prior to publication.  

OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed with a funeral home. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. Authors are limited to one letter every 30 days. 
Letters are published at the discretion of the editor and must be original content.  

POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 164 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 149 
Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The cost for a subscription is $36 annually.

Mark Vinciguerra
PRESIDENT

Warren Dews, Jr., 
PUBLISHER 

wdewsjr@gmail.com

2	 	 													The Greenville Pioneer • Friday, April 24, 2020

news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  •  www.greenvillepioneer.com 
413-212-0130

ADVERTISING - All advertising requests must be made one week in advance.  

NEWS DESK - News items must be received ten days prior to publication.   

OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed with a funeral home.  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. Authors are limited to one letter every 30 days. 
Letters are published at the discretion of the editor and must be original content.  

POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is published every other Friday by Capital  
Region Independent Media, 164 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 149 
Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The cost for a subscription is $30 annually.

Mark Vinciguerra
Publisher

Warren Dews, Jr., 
General ManaGer 

wdewsjr@gmail.com

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic there are no upcoming 
events or public meetings. Please stay safe and stay home.

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies 
consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel 

Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Terminal & 
Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and 

Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and 
management team to always perform at the highest levels of 
safety and professionalism. We deliver service by maintaining 
a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and 

integrity drive our actions on and off the job.

494 Western Turnpike  
Altamont, NY

Phone: 518.355.6034 
www.carvercompanies.com

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
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news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

2               The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  October 22, 2021

news@greenvillepioneer.com   •  www.greenvillepioneer.com
413-212-0130 

ADVERTISING - All advertising requests must be made one week in advance. 

NEWS DESK - News items must be received twelve days prior to publication.  

OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed with a funeral home. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. Authors are limited to one letter every 30 days. 
Letters are published at the discretion of the editor and must be original content.  

POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 164 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 149 
Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The cost for a subscription is $36 annually.

Mark Vinciguerra
PRESIDENT

Warren Dews, Jr., 
PUBLISHER 

wdewsjr@gmail.com

2	 	 													The Greenville Pioneer • Friday, April 24, 2020

news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  •  www.greenvillepioneer.com 
413-212-0130

ADVERTISING - All advertising requests must be made one week in advance.  

NEWS DESK - News items must be received ten days prior to publication.   

OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed with a funeral home.  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. Authors are limited to one letter every 30 days. 
Letters are published at the discretion of the editor and must be original content.  

POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is published every other Friday by Capital  
Region Independent Media, 164 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 149 
Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The cost for a subscription is $30 annually.

Mark Vinciguerra
Publisher

Warren Dews, Jr., 
General ManaGer 

wdewsjr@gmail.com

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic there are no upcoming 
events or public meetings. Please stay safe and stay home.

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies 
consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel 

Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Terminal & 
Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and 

Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and 
management team to always perform at the highest levels of 
safety and professionalism. We deliver service by maintaining 
a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and 

integrity drive our actions on and off the job.

494 Western Turnpike  
Altamont, NY

Phone: 518.355.6034 
www.carvercompanies.com

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.
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Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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Smart HD DVR included.

AMERICA’S TOP 120

Great entertainment 
with a local touch.

190 $5999/mo.
Channels

HI-TECH ADVISERS
(888) 729-4907
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

For over 30 years, the Carver 
Company’s Core Compe-

tencies consist of General & 
Marine Construction, Sand 

and Gravel Mining, Property 
Management, Port, Stevedor-

ing, Terminal & Warehouse 
Management, Maritime and 
Logistics, and Tug and Barge 

Marine Towing. 494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

ALBANY — St. Catherine’s 
Center for Children will expand its 
capacity to deliver respite services 
to youth in Rensselaer County.

On Aug. 5, the New York 
State Offi ce of Mental Health an-
nounced St. Catherine’s Center for 
Children’s inclusion in a one-time 
funding of $30,000 per organiza-
tion for non-profi t entities to ex-
pand activities that support chil-
dren and families with signifi cant 
mental health needs. 

The award is to expand St. 
Catherine’s Center for Children’s 
capacity to deliver respite ser-
vices and provide highly needed 
mental health support to the youth 
of Rensselaer County. 

Through this opportunity, St. 
Catherine’s will prioritize Rensse-
laer County youth currently on a 
waitlist for mental health services 
and those recently accessed for 
crisis mental health services. St. 
Catherine’s will work closely with 
Rensselaer County Mental Health 
Children’s Single Point of Access 
(SPOA) to identify those youth 
and families most in need of the 
support respite offers.

Since 2008, St. Catherine’s 
Center for Children has provided 
respite services to youth ages 5-18 
residing in Rensselaer County 
through a contract with Rensse-
laer County Mental Health. The 
program offers day, evenings and 

weekend respite services designed 
to relieve families from the intense 
demands of raising a child with 
social-emotional and behavior-
al disabilities through therapeu-
tic-based, supervised contact. 

The youth served though re-
spite, one of St. Catherine’s pre-
vention services, may need addi-
tional supervision, a positive role 
model, access to the community, 
and time away from their home 
environment. Respite offers guid-
ed recreational outings and men-
torship to help them develop so-
cial and coping skills. 

Parents or guardians likewise 
benefi t from the reprieve respite 
can offer. St. Catherine’s also of-
fers group counseling sessions 
with other parents and guardians 
with similar experiences. 

“Respite helps promote family 
stability and lessens the likelihood 
of a child needing to be placed in 
care settings outside of the home. 
Our Prevention Services help us 
help keep families intact whenev-
er we can, and this grant helps us 
reach more families,” said Frank 
Pindiak, executive director of St. 
Catherine’s Center for Children. 

In 2021, St. Catherine’s Re-
spite program served 13 children 
and one additional child in the 
Overnight Respite Care program 
in Rensselaer County.

St. Catherine’s Center for Children awarded 
$30K for youth mental health needs

www.facebook.com/
GreenvillePioneer

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Five wheelchairs were donated to Patriot Flight by the American Legion Auxiliary and Kelly’s Pharmacy in Greenville. 
Patriot Flight is an all-volunteer, not-for-profit organization that honors veterans by flying them to Washington, DC, to 
visit and reflect at their memorials. 

Wheelchair donation
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a con-
viction. All persons listed are innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law. 
Charges can be amended or dismissed.

STATE POLICE
■ Arvil Ogle, 50, of Troy, was 

arrested Aug. 19 at 5:34 p.m. in 
Catskill and charged with first-de-
gree operating a motor vehicle 
impaired by drugs, an unclassified 
misdemeanor. Ogle was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Nicholas Story, 24, of Palen-
ville, was arrested Aug. 20 at 2:22 
a.m. in Cairo and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He was 
released to a third party.

■ Michael Catalano, 45, of 
Acra, was arrested Aug. 14 at 1:33 
a.m. in Cairo and charged with sec-
ond-degree criminal trespass and 
second-degree criminal contempt, 
both class A misdemeanors. He was 
released on his own recognizance.

■ Christian Kirmser, 48, of 
Brooklyn, was arrested Aug. 14 at 
1:32 a.m. in Hunter and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Lisa Harvey, 53, of Water-
town, was arrested Aug. 13 at 9:14 
p.m. in Coxsackie and charged 
with second-degree introduction of 
contraband into a prison, a class A 
misdemeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Paul Ruby, 38, of Sauger-
ties, was arrested Aug. 13 at 11:10 
p.m. in Athens and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 

and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Andrew Pascarella, 36, of 
Tannersville, was arrested Aug. 22 
at 1:40 p.m. in Hunter and charged 
with third-degree criminal trespass-
ing, a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Toby Bloodgood, 51, of 
Palenville, was arrested Aug. 22 at 
8:59 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with second-degree criminal con-
tempt, a class A misdemeanor. He 
was held.

■ Davon Frost, 26, was arrested 
Aug. 23 at 11:49 a.m. in Coxsackie 
and charged with first-degree pos-
session of dangerous contraband in 
a prison, a class D felony. Frost was 
held.

■ Nicole Kamer, 28, of Morich-
es, was arrested Aug. 23 at 6:49 p.m. 
in Coxsackie and charged with ag-
gravated driving while intoxicated/
with a child, a class E felony; sev-
enth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, endangering 
the welfare of a child and fourth-de-
gree criminal possession of a weap-
on, all class A misdemeanors; and 
third-degree aggravated unlicensed 
operation of a motor vehicle and 
first-degree operating a motor ve-
hicle impaired by drugs, both un-
classified misdemeanors. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Stephanie Bruner, 33, of 
Moriches, was arrested Aug. 23 at 7 
p.m. in Coxsackie and charged with 
seventh-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class A 
misdemeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Donavon Law, 19, of Catskill, 
was arrested Aug. 24 at 7:08 p.m 
in Catskill and charged with sec-

ond-degree menacing/weapon and 
fourth-degree criminal possession 
of a weapon, both class A misde-
meanors. He was released on his 
own recognizance.

■ Anup Jhagroo, 34, of Brook-
lyn, was arrested Aug. 25 at 10:42 
p.m. in Tannersville and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. Jha-
groo was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Logan Flores, 19, of Palen-
ville, was arrested Aug. 27 at 4:08 
a.m. in New Paltz and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Dagnagnewen Kompaore, 38, 
of Catskill, was arrested Aug. 26 at 
8:13 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with third-degree assault with in-
tent to cause physical injury, a class 
A misdemeanor, and third-degree 
criminal mischief, a class E felony. 
Kompaore was released on their 
own recognizance.

■ Dustin Byrne, 34, of Rav-
ena, was arrested Aug. 26 at 11:40 
p.m. in Durham and charged with 
third-degree criminal possession of 
a weapon, a class D felony. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Bryan McGowan, 26, of East 
Durham, was arrested Aug. 26 at 
11:29 p.m. in Durham and charged 
with two counts of seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 

substance and second-degree crim-
inal use of drug paraphernalia, both 
class A misdemeanors. He was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Ashley Drum, 39, of Ashland, 
was arrested Aug. 27 at 4:25 a.m. 
in Cairo and charged with fifth-de-
gree criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance, a class D felony, 
and manufacture of drug-related 
paraphernalia and seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, both class A misdemean-
ors. She was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Jaimie Garcia, 31, of Ghent, 
was arrested Aug. 27 at 5:33 p.m. in 
Catskill and charged with fifth-de-
gree criminal possession of stolen 
property, a class A misdemeanor. 
Garcia was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Nicholas Cross, 37, of Cairo, 
was arrested Aug. 27 at 5:33 p.m. in 
Catskill and charged with fifth-de-
gree criminal possession of stolen 
property, a class A misdemeanor. 
He was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Carter Goss, 24, of Athens, 
was arrested Aug. 28 at 2:50 a.m. 
in Greenville and charged with 
first-degree aggravated unlicensed 
operation of a motor vehicle, a class 
E felony, and driving while intoxi-
cated, an unclassified misdemeanor. 
He was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Bryce Shaffer, 29, of Durham, 
was arrested Aug. 28 at 9:06 p.m. in 
Hudson and charged with third-de-
gree unauthorized use of a vehicle, 
a class A misdemeanor. He was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Justin Mudge, 30, of Pratts-
ville, was arrested Aug. 29 at 12:24 
a.m. in Windham and charged with 
driving while intoxicated, an un-
classified misdemeanor. He was 
released on his own recognizance.

■ Dagnagnewen Kompaore, 38, 
of Catskill, was arrested Aug. 31 at 
9:11 p.m. in Hudson and charged 
with second-degree criminal con-
tempt, a class A misdemeanor. 
Kompaore was held.

■ Emmy Cross, 54, of Cairo, 
was arrested Aug. 31 at 2:50 p.m. in 
Cairo and charged with second-de-
gree aggravated harassment, a class 
A misdemeanor. She was released 
on her own recognizance.

■ An unidentified 18-year-old, 
of Wappingers Falls, was arrested 
Aug. 31 at 4:17 p.m. in New Bal-
timore and charged with assault 
with intent to cause physical injury 
with a weapon, a class D felony, 
and fourth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon with intent to use, 
a class A misdemeanor. They were 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Nicholas Kingman, 27, of 
Coxsackie, was arrested Aug. 31 
at 9:19 p.m in Athens and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Kristopher Komaromi, 32, 
of Coxsackie, was arrested Aug. 
31 at 10:58 p.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with petty larceny, a class 
A misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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UNITED
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During these challenging 
times, you can rely on your 
newspaper to provide 
details about any resources 
that may be available 
to assist those who are 
vulnerable and in-need.

Together we help one another.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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TANNERSVILLE — Literacy 
Connections of the Hudson Val-
ley announced that an English as 
another language class for adult 
learners will be held once again at 
the Mountain Top Library in Tan-
nersville. 

In early 2020 all in-person 
classes and tutoring came to an 
abrupt stop due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Tutoring and classes 
have resumed in Columbia Coun-
ty, and this class will be the first to 
restart in Greene County. 

Classes in Tannersville are 
targeted to start in September 
2022 and will begin once eligible 
students apply. The class will be 
taught by two seasoned Literacy 
Connections volunteers, Kathleen 
Kane and Nancy Allen.

The classes will be held on 
Tuesday afternoons at 3 p.m. The 
classes will be ongoing, and are 
open to adults, 18 years of age or 
older, from any language back-
ground. 

Students must register in ad-
vance of attending, to complete 
the intake process for Literacy 
Connections students. As part of 
the intake process, students will be 
evaluated on their current English 
proficiency levels. 

This class is especially suited 
for beginners. Higher-level stu-
dents will go on the waiting list 

for one of Literacy Connections’ 
volunteer tutors to work with them 
one-on-one.

Students must contact Heath-
er Martin, Columbia and Greene 
County coordinator for Literacy 
Connections, at colgreene@liter-
acyconnections.org (foreign lan-
guage emails accepted) or by call-
ing 518-828-1792, extension 104.

Literacy Connections is ac-
tively searching for volunteers 
throughout Greene and Columbia 
counties who would like to share 
the gift of language and indepen-
dence with a learner in their com-
munity. New volunteers get to 
attend an orientation that is held 
monthly and complete their train-
ing conveniently online. Those 
interested in volunteering should 
also contact Heather Martin of 
Literacy Connections.

Literacy Connections’ Colum-
bia and Greene County Office is 
located within the office of the 
Hudson Area Library and regular 
hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Wednesdays 1-8 
p.m. and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. 

Literacy Connections North 
is partially funded by the Dys-
on Foundation, the generosity of 
friends of literacy and individual 
community contributions.

Free adult English classes  
return to Mountain Top Library

Affordable wedding & event venue
with mountain views

Historic barn and farmhouse situated on 100 acres  
with views of the Catskill Mountains in Medusa. 

Family owned by the Sikule’s since 1945.  

Come for a tour and create your memories with us!

518-444-3191 / 225 North Road, Medusa, NY

www.bluebirdfarmweddings.com
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and integrity both on land and sea. We pride ourselves on our 
unmatched logistics services and superior products to our 
customers, partners and tenants. We work hard to inspire our 
diverse, well-rounded workforce and management team to always 
perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism.

CONSTRUCTION MARITIME MATERIALS

The Pioneer of Integrative 
Solutions on Land and Sea

HEADQUARTERS: 494 WESTERN TURNPIKE | ALTAMONT, NY |  518.355.6034

WWW.CARVERCOMPANIES.COM

30+ Years
IN THE INDUSTRY

5 Ports
on the East Coast and Canada

2,000+ Pcs
OF EQUIPMENT

22 Hope Plaza, Coxsackie, NY 12192

Online Booking: 
SoulSerenitySpa.org

Full Body 
Waxing

Nails and 
Massages

Book with 
Savanah

518.545.8452

FREEHOLD — The Clema-
tis Garden Club has awarded the 
Garden of the Month to Colleen 
and Arnie Cavallaro of Shipley 
Road in Freehold.  

Their extensive gardens are 
a large collection of raised beds 
of herbs and vegetables, fl ow-
er beds, fruit trees and arbors of 
grape vines growing on arbors 
covering the stone walkways, ac-
cording to the Clematis Garden 
Club.  

The Cavallaros have been 
working together on their gardens 
for over 10 years, creating stone 
walls as well as building struc-
tures including a stone waterfall 
and pond within and surrounding 
the gardens.

Flowers and fruit trees border 

the outside of the stone walls that 
enclose the gardens.  In the past, 
Colleen Cavallaro has delivered 
bundles of fresh herbs to local 
restaurants. 

Their work doesn’t end at 

the close of the growing season. 
Colleen harvests and cans their 
vegetable crops and fruits for the 
winter months.  

This garden is a true labor of 
love!

Garden of the Month

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS    
The Clematis Garden Club awarded the Garden of the Month award to Colleen and Arnie Cavallaro, of Freehold.

FULL SERVICE 
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR SHOP

- 27 Years in Business -

AAA Approved Auto Repair 
NAPA Auto Care Member

• Alignments 
• NYS Inspections
• Transmissions
• Brakes
• Engine Overhauls

• Fuel Injection
• Computer Diagnosis
• Electrical
• Suspension & More
• We Even Sell Tires!
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GOOD NEWS!: Helping children get 
a ‘Running Start’ to the school year

Editor’s Note: The 
Greenville Pioneer is 
pleased to present journal-
istic works by students from 
Greenville High School. 
Check out upcoming issues 
as we will continue to offer a 
platform to the community’s 
aspiring young journalists.

By Adler Karle
For Capital Region Independent 
Media

GREENVILLE — Car-
ol Schreiber’s roots run 
deep in Greenville, with her 
family owning Baumann’s 
Brookside Resort for over 
100 years. However, a con-
tribution to the community 
some people may not recog-
nize is her service as a trustee 
on the Greenville Public Li-
brary board, a position from 
which she recently stepped 
down after 34 years.

During her time on 
the board, Schreiber was 
well-respected. Her integri-
ty and sense of community 
made signifi cant contribu-
tions to the library, her sup-
porters said. 

Joan Smith, a friend and 
former trustee, said the li-
brary has “gone through hard 
times” and needs people like 
Carol “who are honest.” 

Schreiber’s honesty is 
her greatest strength, Smith 
said. 

“We needed it during that 
time,” Smith said. 

Smith also noted that 
Schreiber is “an asset to the 
community and she believes 
in Greenville and recognizes 
that it’s such a great place to 
live.” 

Melissa Palmer, a close 
friend and fellow trustee, 
said Schreiber brought a 
“sense of long-time commit-
ment and investment into the 
community.” 

Schreiber has a deep love 
for the library and explained 
it has an important role to 
play in the community by 
providing access to books, 
digital books, DVDs and 
Wi-Fi. Although COVID-19 
hurt the library, Carol said, 
“Everyone on the board has 
worked so hard to keep it 
going and open — they are 
almost back where they used 
to be.” 

Schreiber was in charge 
and contributed to many 

projects at the library with 
her most notable one being 
the addition to the library 
that was built in 2007. She 
was in charge of fundraising 
and planning for the project. 
The library is also on the 
National Historic Register, 
which meant there were spe-
cifi c rules the library had to 
follow when doing the reno-
vation. 

For the last 20 years, 
Schreiber also made fl iers 
for fundraisers for the library 
such as the Brooks barbe-
cues, spring luncheons and 
fall luncheons. 

“Carol was a strong asset 
to the board and her input 
and historical knowledge of 
the library will be missed,” 
Schreiber’s fellow board 
member and friend Margaret 
Finch, a Greenville resident, 
said.

Finch also expressed 
gratitude to Schreiber for all 
her years of dedication.

Schreiber decided to be-
come a trustee when a for-
mer member of the board be-
came ill and asked her to fi ll 
her position. This made her 
fall in love with being on the 
board. Schreiber also served 
as president of the board for 
fi ve years. 

Schreiber said she de-
cided to step down from the 
board due to her age and said 
she hopes the younger gen-
eration might fi ll her shoes 
so the library can continue 
being an important part of 
the community. 

“We need some younger 
people as trustees and on the 
board,” Schreiber said.

Longtime library 
trustee steps down

Editor’s Note: Here’s a “Good 
News!” story that will bring a smile 
to your face as families in need got a 
helping hand to get the new school 
year off to a good start, thanks to 
the Greene County YMCA.

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

COXSACKIE — As families 
gear up for the beginning of anoth-
er academic year, there are plenty 
of chores to be done — haircuts, 
doctor visits and, of course, shop-
ping for school supplies and new 
clothes.

The Greene County YMCA 
gave local families a “Running 
Start” on the new school year.

“Running Start” is a program 
that this year provided 25 students 
with a $125 gift card and an extra 
20% discount to the Kohl’s store in 
Hudson.

The gift card and discount en-
abled families that are struggling to 
provide for their students as a new 
school year kicks off.

“Students purchase new sneak-
ers, pants, shirts, dresses, socks or 
any other item they may need,” 
according to the Greene County 
YMCA. “Running Start aims to 
make back-to-school just a little 
easier.”

The not-for-profi t organization 
Hope’s Mission, based in Coxsack-
ie, provided the YMCA with a list 
of families who could benefi t from 
the Running Start program and 
then the Y distributed the gift cards.

Families could shop at Kohl’s 
whenever it was convenient for 
them and fi ll their closets with new 
school clothes and shoes.

The Running Start program is 
funded by donations from YMCA 
staff, members and the community 
through the organization’s annual 
fundraising campaign.

For more information about the 
Greene County YMCA, call 518-
731-7529 ext. 1610 or visit www.
CDYMCA.org.

Former Library Trustee 
Carol Schreiber

34 Hope Plaza, 
West Coxsackie, NY 12192

518-731-4800

TWO LOCATIONS:
4852 Route 81, 

Greenville, NY 12083

518-966-4800

Voted The Best Pharmacy in 
Greene County For Two Years Running. 

This award ceremony is put on by Greene County Chamber 
of Commerce and voted on by Greene County residents.

MEDICATION SERVICES
• Prescription Refills and Transfers
• Home Delivery
• Compounding
• Compounding for Pets
• Durable Medical Equipment
• Erectile Dysfunction Medication
• Immunizations
• Medication Adherence
• Medication Synchronization
• Medication Therapy Management
• Prescriptions for Pets
• Supplies for Physician offices

OVER THE COUNTER
• Pain Medication
• Cold and Allergy Medication
• Vitamins and Supplements
• Oral Health Products
• Feminine Hygiene Products
• First Aid Items
• Cosmetics
• School and Office Supplies
• Infant Care
• Hair Care
• Shower and Bath Items
• Sunscreen and Bug Spray

CARDS & GIFTS
• Home Decor
• Greeting Cards
• Special Occasion Items
• Seasonal Gifts
• Kid’s Toys
• Candles
• Gift Cards
• Scarves, Purses and Tote Bags

By Charlene Marchand
For Capital Region Independent Media

Each year, Aaron Clause, our 
CGHS/SPCA administrative as-
sistant to CEO Ron Perez and I 
print a list of current Dog Con-
trol Offi cers (DCOs) for the pub-
lic’s reference. 

The issues and complaints of 
late regarding loose dogs leaving 
their properties is at an all-time 
high. 

Gardens are being destroyed, 
dogs on their own property are 
being harassed, and responsible 
owners walking their dogs on 
public roads have been chased 
and challenged. 

All of the above incidents are 
absolutely unacceptable.

Here’s the list, everyone. If 
the designated DCO does not 
respond in a reasonable time 
frame, a phone call should be 
made to your town supervisor. 

Just last month, two of my 
clients’ LEASHED dogs had to 
be vetted for bites and scratches 
sustained by loose dogs running 
at large. I hope they follow up 
on my appropriate recommenda-
tions.

Without further ado, dog 
control offi cers in the various 
Greene County towns are as fol-
lows: 

• Ashland: Bruce Feml, 518-
589-6155

• Athens: Sherry Vieta, 518-
322-9783

• Cairo: Brian Feml, 518-
947-1157

• Catskill: Sherry Vieta, 518-
322-9783

• Coxsackie (Town): Sherry 
Vieta, 518-322-9783

• Coxsackie (Village): Sherry 
Vieta, 518-322-9783

• Durham: Cheryl Baitsholts, 
518-728-8082    

• Greenville: Justin Case, 
518-322-3607

• Hunter: Bruce Feml, 518-
589-6155

• Jewett: Bruce Feml, 518-

589-6155
• Lexington: Bruce Feml, 

518-589-6155
• New Baltimore: Sherry Vie-

ta, 518-322-9783
• Prattsville: Jeremy Marsh, 

518-299-3375
• Windham: Bruce Feml, 

518-589-6155
Feel free to call us with any 

questions at 518-828-6044 or 
visit our website at www.cghs.
org.

Our Food Bank is open to 
any from the public in need of 
pet food or for those wishing to 

donate food from 11:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. daily. Spay/neuter clinics 
for cats are $86 male or female, 
including a rabies vaccination 
and a 5-in-1 feline distemper 
combination vaccination. Nail 
clipping services are available 
every Saturday from 10-11 a.m. 
at the shelter for a donation of 
$10 for cats and $15 for dogs 
(currently prepaid only). 

Charlene Marchand is chair-
person of the Columbia-Greene 
Humane Society/SPCA Board of 
Directors. She may be contacted 
at cghsaaron@gmail.com.

Dog control offi cers in 
Greene County

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Sadie is a 4-year-old shepherd mix, pictured with CGHS/SPCA Adoption 
Counselor Kylie Hulbert. She was surrendered due to her previous owner 
having too many animals in the home. She does get along with other dogs, 
but we’re unsure if she’s ever been around cats before, so we suggest 
management at home. Due to Sadie’s timid nature, we aren’t placing her 
with children. Sadie can be timid when she first meets people, but she’s an 
absolute sweetheart when she opens up! 

Soft Paws

COURTESY OF PEXELS    
Thanks to the “Running Start” program from the Greene County YMCA, fami-
lies got a head start on shopping for school clothes
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AUTO & 
TIRE SERVICE

Proudly Serving Our Community For Four Generations

518-756-3127
(Fax) 518-756-2900
info@CA-Albright.com 
www.ca-albright.com

GARAGE LOCATION: 

13640 Route 9W 
(Corner of 9W & 144) 

Hannacroix, NY 12087

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm • Saturday: 8am - Noon

• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, 
     Shocks, Transmision, 
     Diagnostics
• Firefi ghters “Thank You” 
     discount — 10% off 
     auto service

Buy 4 Continental
or General Tires

Get FREE Rotation
for ONE YEAR when 
you come in for an 

Oil Change

HEATING 
&  COOLING 

SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-
     effi cient systems can save 
     you up to 30% on your 
     utility bills’
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C 
     & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support 
     unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest 
     Greenest technology 
     available
• Rebates available on 
     select systems
• Both York and Trio have 
     quiet, effi cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency 
     Service
• Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry 
     and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable 
     and courteous drivers
• Clean and Effi cient 
     High-Grade Heating Oil

Formula for success 
is very simple!  

Low Prices + Quality Fuel Oil
+ Great Service = 

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!

Facebook.com/CAAlbrights • Convenient Online Bill Pay
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WE ACCEPT

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

Infrared 
FIT Bodywrap® 

Benefits can include weight loss, 
cellulite reduction, pain relief, 
relaxation, skin rejuvenation, 

and detoxification!

Tanning
One Month Package

Tanning made 
easy and hassle-free. 

We have both a 
tanning bed and a booth.

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

(518) 731-2559

Salon 255 LTD is a state of the art salon offering a full menu of services 
in a warm and luxurious atmosphere. Our professional, friendly staff 
are trained in the latest trends and are always advancing their 
education. In an industry that is forever changing, it is our priority to 
always provide a superior experience!

With a variety of offerings and services to choose from, we’re sure you 
will be happy working with us. We are looking forward to working with 
you and helping you look fabulous!

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10am-6pm
SATURDAY 9am-2pm
SUNDAY Closed
MONDAY Closed

You look fabulous!
SALON 255 LTD

salon255ltd.com

255 Mansion Street
Coxsackie, NY

Specials

“Journalism keeps you planted in the earth.”

#SupportRealNews

- Ray Bradbury
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13640 US RT 9W
HANNACROIX, NY
WWW.CA-ALBRIGHT.COM

Fuel Oil with a 30 Mile Delivery Service & Competitive Pricing
OR Switch from Oil to LP/Natural Gas - same day in some cases!

OUR FORMULA FOR SUCCESS IS VERY SIMPLE:
Low Prices + Quality Products + Great Service = Happy Customers

HAPPINESS IS A WARM PUPPY
AND A WARM HEART

518-756-3127

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

NEW BALTIMORE — State 
police are not anticipating fi ling 
charges or issuing tickets following 
a crash of a van on the New York 
State Thruway that put 13 people in 
the hospital, three with life-threat-
ening injuries.

The crash, which caused the 
van to overturn numerous times, 
according to state police, occurred 
Aug. 24 at about 9:30 p.m. in the 
southbound lane of the Thruway 
near Exit 21B. The van was a 
14-passenger vehicle with 13 peo-
ple in it, including the driver, who 
was not injured in the accident.

The passengers were members 
of a church group that were return-
ing to New York City.

“State Police have determined 
a church group from the Church 
of God Prophecy, out of South 
Ozone Park, NY, were traveling 
back to New York City from visit-
ing Niagara Falls when the van they 
were traveling in crashed and over-

turned,” according to a statement 
from state police.

At press time, three of the 13 
passengers remained in critical 
condition with serious, life-threat-
ening injuries at Albany Medical 
Center. They are Diane Grier, 51, 
of Queens Village; Phyllis May 
Lewis, 65, of Rosedale; and Pamela 
Wilson, 65, whose address is pres-
ently unknown. 

Nine additional passengers 
were taken to several area hospitals 
for treatment of non-life-threaten-
ing injuries. Passengers Antoinette 
Roper, 63, of Jamaica, New York, 
and Sarah Simms, 63, of Hemp-
stead, were transported to Northern 
Dutchess Hospital. Maxine Fisher, 
of Jamaica, New York, was tak-
en to Health Alliance in Kingston; 
Ismay Montoban, 63, of Central 
Islip, was transported to Albany 
Memorial Hospital; and Herschell 
Blackwood, 63, of Valley Stream, 
was taken to St. Peter’s Hospital. 
Leonie Marshall, 62, of Queens 
Village, and three additional pas-
sengers whose addresses were 

unknown at press time — Ronald 
Price, 69, Rochelle Smith, 37, and 
Agnes Williams, 84 — were all 
taken to Albany Medical Center for 
non-life-threatening injuries.

State police determined no 
criminal charges are planned and 
no tickets have been issued.

“Percival Carter, 73, of Jamai-
ca, New York, was operating the 
van when he attempted to avoid an 
uninvolved vehicle that changed 
lanes, and he overcorrected, caus-
ing the van to lose control and over-
turn numerous times,” according to 
state police. “Carter was not injured 
during the crash.”

Several fi rst-responder agencies 
responded to the crash site. In addi-
tion to state police, also assisting at 
the scene were Troop F BCI, Troop 
CRU (Collision Reconstruction 
Unit), the Coxsackie and New Bal-
timore fi re departments, along with 
multiple EMS agencies.

Traffi c in the southbound lanes 
of the Thruway were closed during 
the investigation and reopened to 
traffi c around 3:45 a.m.

No charges in crash that 
put 13 in hospitals

THOMAS MARRA/FOR CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
First responders on the scene of the crash Aug. 24.

THOMAS MARRA/FOR CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The church van overturned several times before coming to rest on its side.  Thirteen passengers were transported to 
area hospitals, three with life-threatening injuries.

THOMAS MARRA/FOR CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
No criminal charges and no tickets are expected to be issued following the 
crash, state police said.

THOMAS MARRA/FOR CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Emergency workers transported 13 passengers to several area hospitals the 
night of the crash.
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By Pat Larsen
For Capital Region Independent Media

The importance of health advocacy can-
not be overemphasized in navigating today’s 
health care system, whether for the individual 
patient or the family of a loved one to better 
understand the direction of their screening, 
diagnosis, treatment and follow-up for a med-
ical condition.     

In short, if you need some help in un-
derstanding what is being suggested by the 
health care providers or you are just confused 
and uncertain about what to do next, then 
speaking to a patient advocate might just be 
the best direction to take to make some sense 
of an unexpected health crisis.

By defi nition, a health advocate or “pa-
tient” advocate is an administrative person 
associated with a hospital, treatment facility 
or insurance agency. They are often trained 
in a health care fi eld or have had a career in 
health/medicine and are well versed in work-
ing with doctors to help YOU, the patient or 
the family of the patient with issues relating to 
specialists, prescriptions, home care, medical 
procedures, fi nancial matters, etc.

My experience with patient advocates has 
always been a very positive one. For me, it 
was as simple as just “asking” a charge nurse 
to contact the person in the administration 
offi ce to talk with before a medical decision 
was fi nalized. In my case, while I was hospi-
talized. But I have often asked for this kind of 
help in other settings through my medical in-
surance company and in a facility where tests 
were taken.

Sometimes policies are set by medical 
“companies” who override including the pa-
tient and loved ones involved in the crisis, for 
liability reasons. I do believe it is often a com-
munication issue and fi nding a better means 

of explanation can help clari-
fy what is being asked of the 
patient. It’s NOT just about a 
doctor “getting sued for mal-
practice.”

I’d honestly like to see a 
return to doctors choosing to 
“do no harm” fi rst and fore-
most. But that was just my 
experience. 

Most recently, mandates 
associated with the pandemic 
have led to a great deal of con-
fusion and mistrust from ev-
ery direction that added to the 
anxiety associated with an illness. I think at 
this point in time, we can and should require 
more and expect that we will be heard and our 
wishes will be respected. I’m not sure if the 
“patient bill of rights” is being honored but I’d 
love to see a return to this premise and soon.

This is the point at which a patient advo-
cate can be of the most help.

Perhaps this will help you to understand 
how a patient advocate can work on your be-
half:

I was recently hospitalized after an un-
expected illness arose in a facility a distance 
from where I lived. There was quite a bit of 
confusion on the part of the doctors caring for 
me regarding a direction to take. I suggested 
that my doctors that I was associated with lo-
cally here in Greene and Albany counties be 
contacted to be part of the solution being of-
fered to me.

That suggestion was completely ignored. 
Not denied. Ignored. No reasons given, just a 
scheduling of more tests and less communi-
cation as to why.

Finally, I was told I wouldn’t be released 
from this hospital unless I met a list of criteria 
that related to what “might” be the cause of 

my illness. 
I was so confused by this 

demand and the attitude of 
the doctor, I decided to sim-
ply ask for fi ve minutes to 
think through everything that 
was being asked of me. I was 
granted that time. Thankfully, 
and it was during that “mo-
ment,” I recalled the benefi t of 
having an intermediary person 
to talk to and help with the fi -
nal outcome of my concerns.

Every person in the ICU 
has a charge nurse for the day. 

I called in that person and asked for a patient 
advocate. A call was placed into the admin-
istrative offi ce of this hospital and within 20 
minutes a very compassionate individual af-
fi liated with the hospital arrived in my room. 
She had thoroughly reviewed my chart and 
had a great working knowledge of the treat-
ment being suggested. She then sat and asked 
me how she could help. 

THAT was the turning point for my hos-
pital experience. I felt heard and understood 
without judgement or frustration and most 
of all, I found myself opening up to listening 
to the options being offered in a much more 
comprehensive way.

Mind you, this was not a means of com-
plaining about my doctors. It relayed more to 
not understanding what was being asked of 
me and that led to a feeling of mistrust. 

Obviously, my concerns and feelings 
were relayed by the patient advocate, to the 
medical team and their attitudes shifted also. 

Problem solved. Solutions offered. Dis-
charge from the hospital occurred within 24 
hours and all of my medical records were 
transferred to my own medical team here at 
St. Peter’s Hospital.

When I shared this story with those I teach 
at Shamrock House, none had heard about 
utilizing the services of a patient advocate. 
After that conversation, several have already 
called upon this service and have had so much 
better of a medical experience.

Patient advocates (also known as patient 
representatives) can be found in hospital set-
tings as well as through medical insurance 
companies. Each hospitalization is supposed 
to be accompanied by copy of a “patient bill 
of rights,” which should contain the name of 
the patient representative. If you don’t receive 
this, I think it’s time we started to ask again 
about this important right that we have.

In private offi ces, it is usually the offi ce 
manager that can help you with aspects of 
health issues associated with medical costs, 
help with getting tests, fi nding special pro-
grams to get medicines from manufactures at 
reduced amounts, etc.

I’ve even used the services of our local 
pharmacies, who are always willing to step 
up and contact doctors about prescriptions 
on our behalf. My go-to pharmacy is Kelly’s 
Pharmacy in Coxsackie and Greenville.

These people go above and beyond every 
single time.

I truly hope none of us ever need this ser-
vice, but if you or your loved one needs this 
help, it’s there.

Now you know. Be sure to share this in-
formation.

Pat Larsen is a licensed fi tness instructor 
specializing in senior, elder and baby boomer 
health and fi tness. Ongoing weekly live class-
es, programs and luncheons are held monthly. 
Pat is also a national certifi ed hypnosis-ther-
apist and retired dental health professional, 
and offers one-on-one in-person private ses-
sions. Available by appointment. Contact Pat 
at 518-275-8686 or Pelarsen5@aol.com.

The role of the patient advocate
Body Mind and Spirit... Connections

Pat Larsen

BODY MIND AND SPIRIT

Mondays - Thursdays
FREE Greens Fees with 

purchase of cart after 2:00pm

Golf Special:

ONE OF THE TOP GOLF 
COURSES IN THE CATSKILLS

Par 66 • Picturesque Views

352 Sunny Hill Rd., Greenville, NY 12083

518.634.7698

Ask about our pre-season membership 
deals for 2023 starting at $425

By Assemblyman Chris Tague
For Capital Region Independent Media

Comptroller Thomas DiNapo-
li recently released a report hail-
ing the success and resilience of 
farms during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, which argued that farms 
and agri-businesses were more 
successful than businesses in oth-
er industries during that period. 

To do so, the report examined 
the state of agriculture in New 
York state from a birds’ eye view, 
pointing to the success of large 
farms over the last several years, 
even as small and family farms 
have continued to struggle to suc-
ceed.

While we are still waiting for 
updated fi gures from these last 
few years to be reported, between 
2010 and 2020, the value of total 
agricultural production among 
small family farms dropped sig-
nifi cantly as compared to large 
farms, as did their share of land 
usage. 

According to a New York 
State Farm Bureau survey, during 
the pandemic, farmers attested to 
having to dump milk, cut back 
milk and meat production, and en-
dure losses equivalent to months’ 
worth of revenue, causing farm-
ers, in some cases, to have to lay 
off 90% of their employees, sell 
off entire herds of dairy cattle, and 
put plans for future expansion on 
hold. 

Given what we’re hearing 
from these farmers, we have no 
reason to believe this trend of 
small farm decline has not contin-
ued, if it hasn’t accelerated.

Small farmers also felt the 
brunt of the impact of stoppages 
that occurred at meat and dairy 
processing facilities during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. While de-
mand for meat products actually 
increased during the COVID-19 
pandemic, many of the small and 
very small USDA slaughterhous-
es small family farms rely on to 
process their animals were forced 
to close down due to COVID-19 
infections. 

While the circumstances of 
the COVID-19 pandemic were 
unique, they brought an issue to 
light that is not new. The lack of 
availability of meat and dairy pro-
cessing available to small, family 
farmers in New York state has 
worn on the industry for decades 
now and needs to be addressed 
both by incentivizing the opening 
of new processing facilities (bill 
A.6391) and by expanding agri-
cultural education (bill A.10134) 

to help encourage more young 
people to enter the industry.

I’ve introduced legislation that 
would address both of these issues 
and cannot overstate how much 
increased processing capabilities 
would help our state’s small farm-
ers.

Based on what we’ve heard 
from the owners of small farms, 
these last few years are not ones 
that have been easy for them. 
When New Yorkers think of farm-
ing and agriculture, they aren’t 
thinking about large industrial 
farms, they think of the small fam-
ily farms they see at farmer’s mar-
kets. This report’s description of 
the well-being of farming as most 
people understand it is incredibly 
misleading, and obscures the real 
threats facing the small, family 
farms people think of when they 
think about farming.

As we’ve seen these farms’ 
success diminish in recent years, 
they now face a tremendous threat 
in the reduction of the farm la-
borer overtime threshold. Forcing 
farmers to cut their hours will only 
drive the industry in our state to-
ward the production of crops that 
are less laborious to produce. This 
would only hasten the rise of large 
farms, who can afford to invest in 
heavy, automated equipment, and 
the decline of small farms. 

Things are not as rosy for agri-
culture, particularly in relation to 
the well-being of small farms, as 
this report would let on, and it’s 
time that we get frank about the 
impact reducing the farm laborer 
overtime threshold would have on 
family farms that have been in our 
communities for generations. 

Assemblyman Chris Tague 
represents the 102nd Assembly 
District, which includes Greene 
and Schoharie counties, and parts 
of Albany, Columbia, Otsego, 
Delaware and Ulster counties.

Ag report 
overlooks plight of 
small family farms

Assemblyman Chris Tague, R-102

My View
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Chasin’ Racin’

By Mark Kane
For Capital Region Independent Media

With the season-long point 
chase over and the Fonda Speed-
way closed for their annual fair, 
promoter Brett Deyo moved the 
Saturday racing to Utica Rome. 

Wow, what a show it was with 
the Tezos All-Star Circuit of Cham-
pions 410 Sprints and the fi nals of 
the Thunder on the Thruway Series 
for the Pro Stocks, 602 Sportsman, 
and the Mighty Modifi eds.   

A full fi eld of cars greeted the 
standing-room-only crowd and 
even Mother Nature couldn’t resist 
this show. Pulling into the track 
early I was surprised to see all the 
campers and the fans that had made 
their way to the track so early. I 
guess it was not just me who had 
been looking forward to the show 
since it was announced. 

UTICA ROME SPEEDWAY
You could hear the rumble and 

it was not race cars but thunder. 
Once the storm hit the area it start-
ed out as a light shower then to a 
heavy rain and just as quickly, it 
moved on. It may have made for a 
late night with roughly a two hour 
weather delay, but it also made for 
one of the best racing surfaces I 
have seen anywhere in years and 
it stayed smooth and fast from the 
drop of the fi rst green to the fi nal 
checker of the night. 

The 410 winged warriors of 
the All-Stars are bad-ass fast. Then 
add some extra water to the track 
and man, smooth it was. In the 410 
Sprint Car time trials Justin Peck 
set a new track record of 14.711. 
That’s 122 mph average speed 
around the half-mile aboard his 
No. 13 Buch Motorsports, Coast-
al Race Parts, Speedtoys Die Cast 
Collectibles, Big Spring Car Wash 
Sprinter for the 30, 410 Sprints on 
hand from near and far. It was his 
fi fth fast-time qualifi er award and 
just the start of a great night for the 
Monrovia Indiana chauffeur. 

It was a tough night for Fonda 
Speedway NAPA Modifi ed driver 
Danny Varin, who has been hot as 
the weather here in New York with 
his 360 Sprinter. After breaking in 
his heat race going down the back 
stretch the team along with oth-
ers in the pit came to his aid and 
worked hard to get the 01 Sprinter 
back to racing and that they did.  

In the feature, his luck did not 
change much as he was working 
his way from deep in the pack 
and coming fast on the high side, 
picking off cars. Varin went over 

the berm in turns 3 and 4 and went 
deep into the woods, making for 
a delay trying to get the car freed 
from the trees. For Varin, he walked 
away and the car would have been 
ready to go the following night at 
Weedsport but Mother Nature put 
a stop to that idea as the night was 
canceled. 

Another NY Modifi ed driver, 
Larry Wight, lost his power plant in 
a big way in the feature just prior 
to the Varin incident. Early it was 
Cory Eliason, Sye Lunch and Chris 
Windom picking up heat race wins 
on a very fast racing surface with 
NY 360 Sprint driver Paulie Cola-
giovanni strapping in a 410 for the 
night and picking up the B Main. 
Picking up the DASH FOR CASH 
along with the pole starting posi-
tion was Brent Marks.

ALL-STAR CIRCUIT OF 
CHAMPIONS

At the start of the Tezos All-Star 
Circuit of Champions feature, the 
23-car starting fi eld did their four-
wide formation to salute the fans 
as the fans saluted them right back, 
with most on their feet and cheer-
ing as they were about to witness a 
great sprint car race. 

Now as much as fans love the 
winged warriors, we all know they 
can get strung out and not much of 
a race, but not on this night and on 

this track as come feature time, the 
track was still in great shape and it 
sure was fast. 

As the Sprinters dropped from 
their formation and into their start-
ing position it was Brent Marks 
and Justin Peck leading the 24-car 
starting fi eld to the green, with 
Marks getting the jump and lead as 
the fi eld drove into turn one. With 
Marks out front, Peck had to deal 
with the 7BC of current point lead-
er Tyler Courtney.  

During the early going it was all 
Marks out front as he had opened 
up on the fi eld, but as quick as he 
had gotten away from the pack, 
Marks and Courtney started to reel 
in the leader. The top 3 were fast 
and had caught the back of the pack 
within the fi rst eight laps as Marks 
now had Peck and Courtney to con-
tend with along with lap traffi c. 

Behind the leaders there were 
some great battles with two- and 
three-wide racing as the winged 
warriors of the Tezos All-Star Cir-
cuit of Champions were putting 
on a show for the fans and Danny 
Varin was on the high side after 
starting deep in the pack and he 
was coming fast. Up front things 
were staring to heat up as Court-
ney worked his way around Peck 
and was now putting the pressure 
on the leader as you could throw a 
blanket over the top three down the 
back stretch. 

Going into turn 3 it was Marks 
the leader and as they came out of 
turn 4 it was Peck the new leader, 
using the top side with perfection, 
working his way past both Marks 
and Courtney in a great move. The 
caution was out as Larry Wight had 
his motor go up in a cloud of smoke 
as a brief fi re erupted in the engine 
compartment. 

Back to green and the caution 
was right back out as Danny Varin 
was off the track and into the trees 
between 3 and 4, bringing out the 
red fl ag. The red fl ag gave teams 
the chance to come to the track and 
work on their cars and set them up 
for the remainder of the event. 

Once back to green after a sin-
gle fi le restart Peck emerged as the 
leader as the battle behind the top 

3 once again heated up between 
Chris Wise, Cory Ellison, Zeb 
Wise as double D, Danny Dietrich 
was on the move and would put his 
48 ride into the battle. As the laps 
clicked away Peck would continue 
out front as Courtney worked his 
way to second past Marks, and still 
there was great racing mid-pack as 
well as for the fourth spot. 

As the checkers fell it was Jus-
tin Peck picking up the $10,000 
paycheck for his fi fth All-Star Se-
ries of Champions victory in 2022 
and 10th of his career with Court-
ney, Marks, Windom and Ellison 
rounding out the top 5.

RACE RESULTS
Tezos All-Star Circuit of Cham-

pions Presented By Mobil 1 410 
Sprint Car Feature Finish (30 laps): 
JUSTIN PECK, Tyler Courtney, 
Brent Marks, Chris Windom, Cory 
Eliason, Danny Dietrich, Zeb Wise, 
Hunter Schuerenberg, Kyle Rein-
hardt, Cap Henry, Bill Balog, Sye 
Lynch, Dave Blaney, Ryan Smith, 
Joe Trenca, Lucas Wolfe, Jordan 
Thomas, Davie Franek, Matt Farn-
ham, Logan McCandless, Denny 
Peebles, Danny Varin, Paulie Cola-
giovanni, Larry Wight.

Did Not Qualify: Greg Wilson, 
Logan Crisafulli, Chase Moran, 
Mark Coldren, Bradley Howard, 
Steve Glover

SUNOCO MODIFIED 
THUNDER

I would think if you are a driv-
er the best way to come back from 
disappointment is to climb back on 
the horse, or all 800 of them un-
der the hood, and that is just what 
Larry Wight did, picking up the 
$4,000-to-win SUNOCO Modifi ed 
Thunder on the Thruway Series 
victory. 

At the drop of the green it was 
veteran Billy Decker with the early 
lead, with local racer Bobby Hack-
el holding down a solid second. Af-
ter starting 10th on the fi eld, Wight 
was on the move early and working 
his way to the front. With back to 
back cautions Wight continued his 
march to the front, working the 
high side into the new second-place 
car position, going from fourth to 

second on the fi rst restart.  
Becoming the new leader work-

ing the high side and making the 
move to be the new leader on lap 
7, Decker was not willing to give 
up the spot and the battle was on 
between the two ex-teammates. As 
the laps clicked off, Wight began to 
pull away from the fi eld and with 
going green fl ag laps to the check-
er, Wight opened up a comfortable 
lead on the fi eld.  

At the checker it was Wight in 
for the win with Decker, current 
Utica Rome point leader, 10-time 
winner Matt Sheppard,  Alex Yan-
kowski who weekly makes the 
long tow from Pennsylvania. to the 
Vernon oval was fourth and Jimmy 
Phelps rounded out the top 5. With 
his fourth place fi nish, Yankows-
ki is the Thunder on the Thruway 
champion.

F.X. Caprara Car Companies 
Thunder on the Thruway Series 
Sunoco Modifi ed Event No. 6 
Feature Finish (30 laps): LAR-
RY WIGHT, Billy Decker, Matt 
Sheppard, Alex Yankowski, Jimmy 
Phelps, Stewart Friesen, Tim Full-
er, Bobby Hackel IV, Demetrios 
Drellos, Chris Curtis, David Schil-
ling, Mike Mahaney, Willy Deck-
er, Alan Johnson, Rocky Warner, 
Pat Ward, Ronnie Johnson, Bobby 
Varin, JaMike Sowle, Randy Shan-
tel, Will Shields, Tucker O’Connor, 
Jim Walsh, Ronnie Holmes, Aaron 
Jacobs, Dale Gray Jr., Brad Popple-
ton. 

MORE RACING
The 602 Sportsman found 

Matt Janczuk continuing his win-
ning ways, picking up win No. 10 
on the season, holding off Fonda 
champion Payton Talbot. With his 
second-place fi nish, Talbot is not 
only the Fonda Speedway cham-
pion but will now add Thunder on 
the Thruway Series champion to 
his resume. 

Following Janczuk and Talbot 
to the line was Chris Mackey, Chip 
Constantino and Chad Edwards. 

In the Pro Stocks it was Beau 
Ballard holding on for the win 
over A.J. Walters, Luke Horning, 
Josh Coonradt and Kenny Gates 
rounding out the top 5. Finishing 
sixth was Nick Stone, who won the 
Thunder on the Thruway series.

Well, we are winding down for 
the 2022 racing season. It is hard to 
believe this season went so fast. We 
still have the Utica Rome’s Elite 
Short Track Super Series, Fonda 
Speedway 200 weekend and Alba-
ny Saratoga Massive Weekend.

Thank you to all the 2022 spon-
sors, the track promoters and, of 
course, all the loyal fans that come 
to the races week after week to 
cheer on the drivers.

All-Star Circuit of Champions

Keith W. Valentine, CIC, LUTCF and his team are ready to serve all 
of your insurance needs with more companies, more choices, and 
more experience which all lead to BIG Savings for you!

Take advantage of Valentine Insurance Agency’s affiliation with 
SAN group and SIAA, the largest alliance of independent Insurance 
Agencies in the Northeast and Continental U.S., with over 3500 
Members across 48 states writing more than $9 Billion in total 
member premiums.

Contact Keith Valentine for a quote!
Office 518-943-3489 • Mobile 518-821-8244

KEITH@MYVALENTINEINSURANCE.COM

More Than Great Rates

Trusted Advisors

HOME AUTO BUSINESS LIFE HEALTH

www.myvalentineinsurance.com

Jon T., customer since 2004

I’ve bought property insurance and auto insurance from Valentine Insurance 
Agency for nearly 20 years, and they are simply the BEST. I owned many rental 
properties in Greene County, and renovated several buildings. Valentine not 
only found the appropriate insurance, but gave years of invaluable advice. Their 
knowledge of property and business in the local area helped me tremendously, and 
I have recommended them to everyone. Don’t waste your time using anyone else.

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO    
Justin Peck sets a track record at Utica Rome Speedway and picks up 
$10,000 to win Tezos All-Star Circuit of Champions win.

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO
A tacky and smooth racing surface makes for a great All-Star Circuit of 
Champions feature at Utica Rome.

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO    
Larry Wight picks up Thunder on the Thruway Series win at Utica Rome 
Speedway.

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO    
Alex Yankowski grabbed the Thunder on the Thruway Series championship 
with a fourth-place finish.
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LONGENERGY.COM

FUEL DELIVERY 24 / 7 / 365

518-756-2555
Family-Owned Since 1945

98 MAIN STREET, RAVENA, NY
HVAC
Plumbing
Generac Generators

Propane
Fuel Oil
Diesel

Offering Propane and Heating Oil Energy Savings 
Contract at No Charge 

(Value at over $200) 
Terms and Conditions Apply
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One of the things I liked most about my 
former job as a Cooperative Extension agent 
in Greene County was the process of figuring 
out what was causing problems with garden 
plants, lawns, trees or shrubs. It is sort of like 
detective work without a cloak or dagger.

I used what I learned about this topic 
in public health as well, when we contract-
ed with the New York State Department of 
Health to conduct educational programs to 
combat Lyme disease. This week I will share 
some principles of disease and infection I 
learned, which are pretty relevant in these 
days of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In order to contract a disease, whether 
it is a plant or animal disease, three factors 
must occur simultaneously. If any of these 
three factors are not present, there can be no 
disease. First, before I discuss these specific 
factors, I need to talk about the things that 
cause disease.

In general, disease-causing organisms 
are fungi, bacteria or viruses. All may cause 
diseases with similar symptoms, but all are 
different in their mode of action or how they 
infect.

It seems to me that most plant diseases 
are caused by fungi. Fungi are organisms that 
generally require water to become infectious. 

Lacking chlorophyll, they need to get their 
“food” from other sources than sunlight by 
breaking down and absorbing organic matter. 
Sometimes in the process of feeding on plant 
material, they kill or damage their host. This 
distinguished pathogens from saprophytes.

Once a plant is infected with a fungal 
disease, it is generally difficult to “cure” the 
infection. The general strategy is to try to 
prevent the infection in the first place or keep 
it from spreading. Fungi are living organisms 
that can survive for a long time, either active-
ly causing infection, or in a dormant state that 
may last for 100 years or more. This longev-
ity allows them to re-occur when conditions 
are right. Some fungal diseases are ubiqui-
tous and must be dealt with every season.

Twenty years ago, almost all the garden 
seeds that were sold were treated with a 
pink-colored fungicide called “Captan.” This 
fungicide protected tender seedlings from 
getting “damping off,” which is a general 
term for similar diseases caused by several 
genera of fungi. The infected seedlings grow 
spindly and eventually keel over and die with 
a conspicuous shriveling or narrowing of the 
stem at soil level. It is highly contagious and 
usually fatal once contracted.

It is virtually impossible to cure a flat 

of seedlings once the disease occurs, so the 
emphasis is on prevention. In addition to pre-
ventive chemical fungicides there are cultur-
al practices than can also be utilized, much to 
the satisfaction of gardeners who don’t want 
to use chemical fungicides.

Another major cause of disease in plants 
and animals are bacteria. Bacteria are also 
living organisms that can exhibit long-term 
dormancy. Like fungi, they can damage their 
hosts by “feeding” on the tissue of the host 
and using the host’s cells to grow and multi-
ply. Of course, not all bacteria are pathogenic 
and neither are all fungi.

Our bodies contain millions of foreign 
bacteria and fungi that do us no harm what-
soever. In fact, many of these organisms are 
responsible for keeping us healthy. Bacteria, 
like fungi, usually require water to become 
infectious.

One of the most common bacterial dis-
ease of pears and apples is called “fireblight.” 
This disease most often occurs when rain or 
hail hits flower blossoms. Splashing water 
spreads the disease. Most, but not all, fun-
gicides are ineffective in treating bacterial 
disease. Commercial fruit growers often use 
antibiotics, such as streptomycin, to try to kill 
bacteria.

A third major infectious agent is viruses. 
Viruses, like the COVID-19 virus, are very 
different than bacteria or fungi in the sense 
that they are not living organisms, per se. 
They can only survive and reproduce inside 
living cells. They have a very short life ex-
pectancy, unlike bacteria or fungi, and they 
don’t necessarily need water to infect. Think 
of them as renegade hunks of DNA or RNA 
that get into the genes of plants or animals, 
and direct the cells to make more viruses. 
They are also very tiny compared to fungi 
and bacteria.

Viral infections in plants are far less com-
mon than bacterial or fungal infections be-
cause they generally cannot get inside a plant 
without help from another living organism. 
Leafhopper insects and aphids are usually 
involved in viral infections in plants. These 
insects inject the virus into the plant physi-
cally with their mouthparts and once inside 
the plant they can replicate.

Since all three of these types of patho-
gens cause disease in somewhat different 
manners, dealing with them requires differ-
ent strategies, but the principles of infection 
remain essentially the same. This is where I 
will pick up the story next week.

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@cornell.edu

Plant diseases
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
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on All NY State Deposit 
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*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By Bob Beyfuss
For Capital Region Independent Media

As the growing season wears 
on, pests are still out there ravaging 
our vegetable gardens. 

I still have not figured out exact-
ly what has happened to my tomato 
plants, but I now think it may have 
been herbicide drift from a chemi-
cal called Diquat that I sprayed near 
the garden. Be very careful when 
using any herbicides on your lawn, 
or anyplace else during hot weather. 
These chemicals can volatize and 
invisibly “drift” 50 or more feet 
away.   

Dry weather is also putting 
plants under stress, making them 
more susceptible to insects and dis-
eases. Early blight is the most com-
mon tomato disease and it is rav-
aging my already stressed plants, 
far worse than I have seen in many 
years. I go to great lengths to dis-
infect my tomato cages and stakes 
each spring, but the disease often ar-
rives on the transplants that I buy. It 
also overwinters in mulch and soil, 

which is why it is important to ro-
tate your crops as much as possible. 

The first symptoms are yellow 
areas, usually on the lower, oldest 
leaves. The yellow areas expand 
and dark spots appear inside them. 
The spots enlarge, turning the leaf 
area brown, sometimes forming 
concentric (bull’s eye) rings. 

If uncontrolled, the blight can 
progress up the plant, causing pre-
mature defoliation of the entire 
plant! It generally does not infect 
the fruit, but severe infections will 
seriously affect both yield and fla-
vor. Removing the yellow leaves 
will reduce the source of infection, 
but a protective fungicide is the 
only way to prevent further dam-
age. There are both organic and 
conventional fungicides that will 
effectively control early blight. 

Late blight, caused by the same 
fungus that caused the Irish potato 
famine in the mid 1800s, is far more 
serious. This disease begins with 
greasy looking, gray-colored areas 
on leaves, stems and fruit, which 
eventually expand and can kill the 

plants outright. 
Infected tomatoes and potatoes 

usually rot and nothing is salvaged. 
Some fungicides offer a bit of pro-
tection, but by the time you see 
symptoms, it is too usually too late 
to salvage the crop.

This disease overwinters on un-
dug potatoes left in the ground and 
also comes in on transplants, usual-
ly sold in big-box stores. As a water 
mold, it can travel for miles in fog 
or dew, so you may get it from a dis-
tant neighbor’s garden. 

There are several other leafspot 
diseases that affect tomatoes, but 
these are the most common and se-
rious. Protective fungicides sprayed 
on early in the season are the best 
defense.

If you are lucky enough to have 
some red tomatoes, you may notice 
a black spot on the bottom on the 
fruit that gradually expands and 
causes the entire tomato to rot. This 
is called “blossom end rot.” It is a 
physiological disorder than cannot 
be controlled by any fungicides. It 
is caused by a lack of calcium in 

the plant that is usually unrelated 
to the calcium levels in your soil. It 
appears when early transplants start 
to develop fruit but cannot take up 
enough calcium due to cold soil or 
undeveloped root systems. It usual-
ly cures itself as the soil warms and 
the roots develop. It your garden 
soil has a pH of 6.0 or higher, there 
is no need to add lime or any other 
additional calcium source.  

Insect pests are also out there. 
Striped cucumber beetles are small 
beetles about 1/4-inch long and 
half as wide. They have three black 
stripes on their yellow backs, black 
heads and antennae.

There is a similar, closely re-
lated species that is about the same 
size, but has 12 black spots on 
its back, instead of stripes. These 
harmless-looking insects prey on 
all members of the squash fami-
ly and they often devastate entire 
plantings, not by eating the tissue, 
but by transmitting diseases that kill 
the whole plant! They feed under-
ground on the roots, so may go un-
noticed, until the entire plant wilts 

and dies from the bacterial disease 
they spread. 

The organic insecticide called 
“Neem” is very effective in “flush-
ing” these pests from the soil, where 
they may be hand collected or 
sprayed with a contact poison, such 
as Sevin or rotenone. I think 90% of 
cucumber plants dying prematurely 
are due to these critters!

Squash bugs are fairly large, 
over a half-inch long, flat-backed, 
shield-shaped insects that are usu-
ally dark gray to dark brown. They 
feed on all parts of all the members 
of the squash family, including zuc-
chini, summer and winter squash. 
They can be killed with several 
insecticides, both chemical and or-
ganic, but they appear in such large 
numbers, that repeat applications 
are always necessary. 

As is the case with all these 
maladies, crop rotation is the best 
defense!  

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@
cornell.edu.

Vegetable pests

Transcribed from her diary by  
Kathy Saurer Osborne

Sunday, Sept. 9: Fair. Got dinner 
ready. Went to church. Chuck and Joyce 
came for dinner. She stayed there last 
night. After dinner Joyce went with 
Chuck to get two passengers and came 
back to Delite’s. I met her there.

Monday, Sept. 10: Fair. Did a big 
washing and canned three pints of plums 
and two pints and a half of peaches. 
Took Joyce to Greenville. She has a 
sore throat. Adrienne and Adele went to 
school. 

Tuesday, Sept. 11: Rain A.M. Fair 
P.M. Canned six pints of pears and two 
quarts and a pint of peaches. Did most 
of the ironing in between. Am tired. Mr. 
Durland called tonight. S.L.A. & C.C.C. 
Gertrude did their ironing.

Wednesday, Sept. 12: Hot. Took 
Gertrude to Aunt Theresa’s on our way 
to the Cobleskill Fair. Got a nice cool 
place to eat dinner with Philip and Lite 
and JoAnn. Had a good time. Lite and 

Philip went about 5:30 and Addie and I 
stayed. Home 12 P.M. Tired. Got a few 
little things for the girls.

Thursday, Sept. 13: Fair and very 
warm. Canned one quart and one pint of 
pears and four quarts and four pints of 
peaches. Very tired tonight. Children in 
school. Don on the job. Straightened up 
our room and finished the ironing. Girls 
went swimming after school. Gertrude 
went to “Home Brew.”

Friday, Sept. 14: Fair and warm. 
Canned seven pints of tomatoes and 
cleaned living rooms and bedrooms and 
did hand washing in the A.M.

Saturday, Sept. 15: Fair. Made two 
pies, dusted etc. Girls washed clothes 
and hair. 

Sunday, Sept. 16: Fair. I went to 
church, after dinner we went to Lite’s to 
get some things Joyce had sent out with 
her. Went to Guilderland Center for Col-
lie pup. Joyce’s birthday!

Monday, Sept. 17: Fair. Couldn’t 
wash. My wringer is broken. Canned 
seven pints of tomatoes, straightened 

bedrooms. Mended socks for Philip. 
Mowed some lawn and picked most of 
the tomatoes, green and ripe. Gene is 
through with her work at Seibert’s. The 
Mrs. stole her tips. Anna Bailey called 
this P.M. Adele stayed with DK’s boys 
yesterday. Don went for her and had a 
flat so he’s been driving the Ford today. 
DK got the tire fixed and has been driv-
ing the Plymouth.

Tuesday, Sept. 18: Fair. Gene did the 
washing. I hung it out and brought it in. 
Put some away, etc. Gene and Stubby 
went to Albany and found Joyce sick in 
bed at Mrs. Whitbeck’s. Cold and stom-
ach upset. Last night Don called Sum-
merville, New Jersey, and Gertrude is 
going home for a time.

Wednesday, Sept. 19: Fair. Took Ger-
trude to Gert Smith’s and did the iron-
ing. P.M. took Adele and Adrienne to 
Catskill. We had a nice time. Don has 
gone to Catskill to see about his teeth. 
Rev. Starr has taken the girls for a ride. 
Later: Don had a flat on the way to 
Catskill, was late for his appointment. 

Called Albany this A.M. Joyce was bet-
ter and at the office.

Thursday, Sept. 20: Fair and warm. 
Did some of the cleaning and Gene’s 
ironing. Mended some, etc. Mopped the 
kitchen floor. 

Friday, Sept. 21: Fair and warm. Fin-
ished cleaning the bedrooms and did 
the living rooms. Joyce came with Don. 
Chuck is home and came about 8 P.M. 
They are visiting. Don, Gertrude and the 
girls are getting ready to go to Jersey 
tomorrow. They are starting 5:30 A.M. 
Sent some things to the sale (L.A.S.). 
They are having it tomorrow to get 
money to redecorate the church. Joyce 
brought me a beautiful little purse from 
Albany.

Saturday, Sept. 22: Fair. Didn’t do 
much. Chuck stayed the night. The folks 
got away about 5:30 this A.M. I got their 
breakfast. Joyce went to Chuck’s for 
the day. Addie called tonight. Gene did 
washing for Joyce and I did her ironing. 
Went to Lite’s for a while. Chuck and 
Joyce went out. 

Grandma Mackey’s Diary
1951 life in Medusa

By Toby Moore
For Capital Region Independent Media

In the last two columns, I wrote 
about two essential characteristics 
you must have if you’re going to ac-
complish your dreams. The first is 
desire — you must possess a burn-
ing desire to achieve your goals. 
Secondly, you must have faith. 
Without faith, your dreams will be-
come nothing and fade away. 

Specialized knowledge is the 
third most vital thing you must have 
at your command when wanting 
to accomplish your goals. It’s one 
thing to have generalized knowl-
edge that can help you win a game 
of Trivial Pursuit, and it’s a whole 
other thing to have specialized 
knowledge of a specific industry or 
problem you’d like to solve. 

Maybe you want to land a great 
job. You can do that; it will take 
desire, faith and specialized knowl-
edge. Can you imagine an electri-
cian who doesn’t know about elec-

tricity or a surgeon that has never 
learned about surgery?

If your objective is to be a pro-
fessional athlete, you must have 
specialized knowledge of the game, 
the technique, and the tactics it 
takes to win. 

If your goal is to be an actor, 
you must study the great actors, 
attend acting classes, and read act-
ing books. You’ll need to learn to 
express yourself through voice and 
emotion at the right moments to en-
hance your performance and move 
your audience. 

You will need specialized 
knowledge if you want to own a 
successful business. You’ll have to 
study all the problems and become 
an expert on how to solve them. 

We’ve all heard it said that 
“Knowledge is Power.” This is 
true on some level, but specialized 
knowledge gives you the edge and 
enables you to cut right to the heart 
of the issue and provide the solu-
tion. 

Generalized knowledge will 
probably never bring you to ac-
complish your dreams unless your 
dream is to star on an episode of 
“Jeopardy!” 

Don’t get me wrong — gener-
alized knowledge is good, but spe-
cialized knowledge, directed intel-
ligently, will be a major factor that 
will bring you to where you want 
to be.

How can you gain specialized 
knowledge? There are all kinds of 
ways to acquire specialized knowl-
edge. 

One way to gain specialized 
knowledge is by placing yourself in 
a job that will help you learn the ex-
pertise. You can start by being an in-
tern or beginning an apprenticeship, 

While building my company, I 
learned that I must learn web devel-
opment and computer languages. 

I have always been more of an 
artistic thinker, and I don’t consider 
myself to have the mind of an en-
gineer. 

One day I was faced with the 
fact that I might never accomplish 
my dream if I didn’t learn how to 
code with computer languages. I 
wasn’t interested in coding, but I 
knew I had to do it. 

It was one of the biggest chal-
lenges of my life to graduate. I 
didn’t have passion for web devel-
opment, but I did have a passion for 
accomplishing my dream, and that 
desire and faith carried me through, 
helped me to attend every class, and 
put in the extra hours to graduate. 

If you don’t have the resourc-
es to attend a university, there are 
usually enough free or cheap online 
resources and books to give you ev-
erything you need to know. If you 
have enough desire and faith, you’ll 
search out and learn the knowledge, 
wherever it is. 

Of course, we also learn by ex-
perience; sometimes, there is no 
better teacher than life itself. 

Pursuing specialized knowledge 
in your chosen calling will never 

end. It’s a pursuit that takes a life-
time. There is always something to 
learn, and successful people in all 
industries never stop acquiring spe-
cialized knowledge. 

Sometimes desire comes first, 
and at other times it will be special-
ized knowledge that propels you 
to know how to solve a particular 
problem, which may fill you with a 
new desire. 

Sometimes special knowledge 
may precede desire. I’ve found no 
exact path to getting where you 
want to go; it will be different for 
everyone. Whatever the case, spe-
cialized knowledge is key to ac-
complishing your objective. 

What comes next?
Tune in next time to learn about 

the fourth attribute you’ll need to 
accomplish your dream: Imagina-
tion. 

Toby Moore is a columnist, the 
star of Emmy-nominated “A Sepa-
rate Peace,” and the CEO of Cube-
stream Inc.

Specialized knowledge
Positively Speaking

By Mary Schoepe
For Capital Region Independent Media

Do you wake up every night between 
1 a.m. and 3 a.m.? Do you suffer from skin 
problems, bloating, digestive issues, chronic 
fatigue, anemia or mental fog that won’t go 
away?

If you have tried countless ways to relieve 
your problems without any success, a parasite 
could be the underlying cause for your unex-
plained and unresolved issues.

Now before you freak out, consider this: 
The average person is crawling with hundreds 
of different strains of bacteria and yeast caus-
ing real damage inside the body. Most peo-
ple believe the myth that parasites only infect 
those living in unhygienic conditions or un-
derdeveloped countries.

But that’s false. As the rate of internation-

al travel increased so has the rate of parasitic 
infections in U.S.

And the shocking reality is that 85% of 
Americans have some sort of parasite liv-
ing inside them, even healthy people. These 
creepy crawlers can range from microscopic 
amoebas to 10-foot-long tapeworms and can 
enter your body in a number of different ways. 

Tiny parasitic eggs can be transmitted 
from person to person through improper hy-
giene practices, contact with animals (I never 
let an animal lick me), undercooked meat, 
pork products, shell fish and other forms 
of contaminated food plus ponds, lakes or 
creeks. And these tiny eggs can be on any sur-
face — door handles, tables, money and even 
the handles of your grocery cart. 

Once entered in the body, parasites and 
their eggs travel to various organs where they 
produce a ton of toxins and inflammation that 

affect your sleep. So these nasty creatures liv-
ing in your gut or bloodstream are very active 
at night and could be the reason for sleep in-
terruptions. 

And that’s not all they do. Because para-
sites come in many different shapes and sizes, 
they can cause other problems. Some feed off 
your red blood cells causing anemia and other 
lay eggs that can cause itching and irritability. 

Parasites are tricky to eradicate because 
they have a long reproduction cycle and clev-
er protection mechanisms. But luckily there 
are powerful herbs such as Mimosa Pudica 
that have remarkable ability to eradicate these 
worms. It’s considered by many experts to be 
the best herbal treatment for worms and larger 
parasites. 

One final thought. Parasites love sugar 
and so it is absolutely crucial to avoid sugar 
and limit your consumption of foods that are 

converted into sugar-like fruit. 
Please consult your physician before 

taking any supplement, especially if you are 
pregnant or planning to be. 

Parasites seem to be more active during a 
full moon. They may even display more ag-
gressive host-seeking behavior during a full 
moon. If you are sure your drainage pathways 
have been addressed, you may want to up the 
dose of Mimosa Pudica. That way you can 
take advantage of them coming out of hiding 
during the full moon.

If you still feel it may be affecting your 
sleep, play around with taking one larger dose 
early in the day instead of a dose in the morn-
ing and a dose at night. Some people have 
success with that method.

Reach Mary Schoepe at fitnesscon-
cepts001@yahoo.com.

Creepy crawlers: Do you have parasites inside you?
Fitness Concepts
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By Dick Brooks
For Capital Region Independent Media

I guess I wasn’t paying attention 
again, but what happened to chrome?  

The last time I remember, cars were 
slathered with the stuff. It covered the 
bumpers, the grill, surrounded the win-
dows and encircled the head and tail-
lights. The wheels were covered with 
chrome-covered hubcaps. A sunny day 
on the highway necessitated sunglasses, 
especially driving with the sun at your 
back because of the glare of the oncom-
ing chrome accessories.  

Now it’s gone — all gone.
Actually, it’s not quite all gone. 

Trucks still have vestigial traces of the 
shiny stuff. Maybe it’s because they 
were chrome deprived for so many years 

and they are trying to make up for lost 
time.  

Most modern vehicles are monochro-
matic — everything is the same color. 
I’ve even seen owners who had match-
ing outfits.  

It’s kind of like urban camouflage — 
all you can see is the driver’s face as you 
pass. That face is usually busy eating, 
talking on a cellphone, shaving, putting 
on makeup and all the many other activ-
ities that have replaced paying attention 
to keeping your vehicle under control 
while getting from place to place with-
out becoming a menace to society.

Two-tone paint jobs seem to have 
disappeared also. They made life a little 
more fun.  

I remember particularly a ‘57 Dodge 
that I had, an automobile approximate-

ly the size of Ethiopia, with a heliport 
of a hood, bedecked charmingly in pink 
and charcoal gray. Tons of its metal were 
coated in blinding chrome.  

It was a machine to be reckoned with. 
It had those little window wings, little 
windows that could be opened when you 
wanted a little air but didn’t want to have 
the big door window open. 

It gained me a lot of respect in the 
early ‘70s, when America started down-
sizing its automobiles.  It used to be 
fun cruising down Main Street, watch-
ing VW Bugs and other foreign small 
cars climbing curbs, hiding behind fire 
hydrants and driving on the sidewalks. 
They understood that that the oncoming 
behemoth was old enough that the driver 
wouldn’t care about a little car stuck in 
its grill and big enough that he probably 

wouldn’t even notice that it was there.
Those huge chrome barges came with 

an attitude. They were cruisers. You 
draped your right wrist over the top of 
the massive steering wheel, adjusted 
your window wing to ruffle your hair 
just the right amount, threw a Beach 
Boys tape into the 8-track and hit the 
road.

I miss chrome, two-tone paint jobs, 
window wings, and especially I miss the 
hair the window wings used to ruffle.

Thought for the week — “How young 
can you die of old age?” — Steven 
Wright

Until next week, may you and yours 
be happy and well.

Reach Dick Brooks at whittle12124@
yahoo.com.

Chrome dome
WHITTLING AWAY by Dick Brooks

Jan’s 
Country Cuts

Walk-Ins Welcome
Call for an appointment

(518) 966-8349

4841 NY-81 Greenville, NY
WED - SAT: OPEN 9:30AM-5PM • SUN - TUE: CLOSED

unvaccinated individuals must wear a mask

BOOTH RENTERS CAN APPLY!

Cartaway, LLC is located in Glenmont, NY

518-439-0533

Dumpster Rentals Made Easy!
Commercial & Residential

• Construction • Demolition • Roofing • Clean-Out Work

LATHAM – Sunmark Cred-
it Union, a full-service, com-
munity-chartered credit union 
serving New York through fi -
nancial services and education, 
held their 22nd annual charity 
golf tournament at Normanside 
Country Club on Aug. 1, raising 
more than $85,000 to benefi t the 
Sunmark Charitable Communi-
ty Foundation. 

The Foundation is devoted 
to the credit union philosophy 
of “people helping people” and 
serves to help various local 
communities, support fi nan-
cial education, and improve the 
quality of life for those in need. 
This sold-out event was sup-
ported by 144 golfers and 75 
corporate sponsors.

“This year, Sunmark is cel-
ebrating its 85th anniversary, 
and one of the ways we are 
making our mark is by donating 
$85,000 throughout the year to 
help build brighter communi-
ties,” said Amber Cooleen, chief 
marketing offi cer for Sunmark 
Credit Union and president of 
the Sunmark Charitable Com-
munity Foundation. “Thanks to 
the generosity of our sponsors 
and participants, we were able 

to reach our record-breaking 
goal during this milestone year, 
which will help us even better 

serve non-profi t organizations.”
“For over 20 years, Sunmark 

has been raising funds for local 

non-profi ts through our annu-
al Charity Golf Classic,” said 
Audrey Stone, community en-

gagement program manager for 
Sunmark Credit Union and vice 
president of the Sunmark Char-
itable Community Foundation. 
“The entire Foundation team 
spends months planning for this 
event, resulting in a day of golf, 
networking and fun for sponsors 
and participants, while raising 
both money and awareness for 
local organizations so they can 
continue the work they do to im-
prove our communities.”  

The event’s 2022 Premier 
sponsor was Maguire Cardona, 
P.C. Attorneys at Law. Platinum 
sponsors included The Cook-
ie Factory, Sterling Insurance, 
and Fiserv. Ford & Reale Title 
Services, LLC; Latham Home 
Improvement; Carver; CDE 
Electric; Cornerstone Building 
Corp; Halal Shack; IREM Solu-
tions; CUNA Mutual Group; 
and WNYT were Gold sponsors. 

Representatives from the 
United Way of the Greater Cap-
ital Region, Special Olympics, 
and St. Catherine’s Center for 
Children – who have received 
support from the Foundation – 
were also in attendance at the 
event. 

Sunmark Credit Union raises $85K for charities

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The Sunmark Charity Foundation Golf Tournament, held in August, raised $85,000 for local communities.

ALBANY — College students across the 
country have recently returned to campus as 
in-person learning resumes at many higher ed-
ucation institutions. 

Through their annual “Campus Fire Safety 
for Students” campaign in September, the Na-
tional Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and 
The Center for Campus Fire Safety (CCFS) 
are working together to help ensure living 
spaces are as safe as possible for students.

Every September, Campus Fire Safe-
ty Month raises awareness about the threat 
of fi res in both on- and off-campus housing, 
putting relevant information in the hands of 
students, their parents, and campus housing 
staff and administrators who are encouraged 
to take proactive measures to protect them-
selves, their family, and peers from fi res and 
make living spaces safer for students upon 
their return to school. 

According to data from CCFS, from Jan-
uary 2000 to April 2022, 94 fatal fi res have 
been documented that occurred on a college 
campus, in Greek housing, or in off-campus 
housing within three miles of the campus and 
claimed 134 lives. 

Of the 94 fi res documented, 38 were acci-
dental and involved cooking, candles, smok-
ing or electrical equipment, and took the lives 
of 51 students. NFPA research shows that Sep-
tember and October are the peak months for 
campus fi res, particularly during the evening 
between 5 p.m. and 9 p.m.

“As students return to college life this fall, 
we encourage them to review fi re safety tips to 
learn how to prevent fi res. The more prepared 
we are, the more we can do to reduce fi re risk,” 
said Lorraine Carli, NFPA vice president of 

Outreach and Advocacy and CCFS Advisory 
Council member. “Campus Fire Safety Month 
provides a great opportunity to share materials 
and action steps and foster a culture of aware-
ness and preparedness about fi re safety on our 
college campuses.” 

These tips from NFPA and CCFS can help 
students reduce the risk of fi res and save lives:

• Know and practice the building’s evac-
uation plan, as well as alternate routes out of 
the building.

• Cook in intended areas only, and never 
leave cooking equipment unattended when in 
use, even briefl y.

• Test smoke alarms monthly in an apart-
ment or a house. Ensure smoke alarms are 
installed in all sleeping areas, outside of 
all sleeping areas, and on every level of the 
apartment or house. Never remove or disable 
smoke alarms.

• Keep combustible items away from heat 
sources and never overload electrical outlets, 
extension cords, or power strips. Many fi res 
are caused by portable light and heat sources, 
like space heaters and halogen lamps.

• Keep common areas and hallways free 
of possessions and debris. Never block exit 
routes.

Many of the resources, including videos, 
checklists, infographics, and tips sheets, are 
designed to be shared through social media, 
school newspapers, college websites, and 
posted in dormitory common areas. For more 
information about the Campus Fire Safety for 
Students campaign and to fi nd free resources, 
visit nfpa.org/campus and the CCFS website 
and its Share! For Students webpage.

Tips to keep dorm 
rooms safe from fi re
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 I wanted to thank everyone within the Ravena / Coeymans / 
Selkirk communities for their continued support over the last 
year. It has been difficult at times but we have managed to get 
through it and provide a helpful community service. We are back 
to regular business hours Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm / Sat 10am - 3pm 
/ Closed on Sundays
 Currently, with the volume of bottles and cans we are only 
taking drop offs - bring in your empties, place them in a designated 
area, we take your name and then give you the earliest time 
frame to come back or any time thereafter to collect your money.
Since opening in July 2018, we have helped raise approximately 
$52,500, which is almost 924,000 bottles/cans for 50 different 
organizations which anyone can donate to.
 We look forward to servicing the community in the future. 
If you have any questions regarding operation, donations or 
fundraisers please reach out....

Shane DeCrescenzo

Just Makes Cents
Bottle & Can Redemption Center

518-577-3084
Justmakescents6@gmail.com

2480 US Route 9W, Faith Plaza, Ravena
518-756-9091 • www.HopeFullLifeCenter.org

Helping Harvest
Grocery store for 
families in need!

SNAP, Credit and 
Debit Cards Now Accepted!

OPEN: MON, TUES, 
THURS, SAT 10-2 • WED, FRI 2-6

Building Your Dream Home?

ANNIVERSARY

ANNIVERSARY

Apply online in minutes at nbcoxsackie.com

Serving Greene, Schoharie and Albany Counties
1Pending credit approval. 11% down required. 

Rates and terms may change without notice. NMLS Co ID # 816880

National Bank of Coxsackie can Help
You with a Construction Loan1

•  We’re one of the few lenders that offer it!

•  Only 11% down required with NO PMI

•  Single closing with flexible disbursement schedules

•  No points, application, credit bureau, 
application or inspection fees

•  Competitive rates
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

EDITOR’S NOTE: Here’s 
the latest in our ongoing “GOOD 
NEWS!” series. We hope you have 
been enjoying hearing about the 
good things that are happening in 
the various communities we cover.

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

RAVENA — In the year 1897, 
Grover Cleveland was president, 
the Boston Marathon was run for 
the first time, and inventor Thomas 
Edison was granted a patent for the 
precursor to the movie projector. 

It was also the year the Ravena 
Fire Department was founded. 

That is how long the department 
has been serving and protecting its 
community.

On Saturday, the fire department 
held a parade commemorating 125 
years of service, opening up the an-
nual Friendship Festival.

“The fire company has always 
been there for all the people in the 
community,” said Village Foreman 
Henry Traver, who was direct-
ing traffic along the parade route. 
“They also do a lot of community 
events like ice cream socials and 
steak dinners, and they keep the 
people going.”

The parade stepped off at 11:30 
a.m. from Pieter B. Coeymans El-
ementary School, marched west 
on Main Street, turned north on 
Pulver Avenue and made its way to 
Mosher Park. Numerous area fire 
departments, businesses and com-
munity groups also participated in 
the parade, as local residents lined 
the streets and cheered.

“All fire departments are deep 
in my heart,” resident Barbara 
Tanner said as she waited for the 
marchers to arrive. “My husband 
was with the New Baltimore Fire 
Department and I was in the Auxil-
iary. God bless them — it’s free, it’s 
volunteer, no pay. They get up day, 
night, cold, hot — I appreciate the 
fire departments.”

Ravena resident Rebecca 
Shook, a gold medalist swimmer 
in the 2022 Special Olympics held 
in Florida earlier this year who also 
serves as the village’s ambassador, 
was selected as Grand Marshal of 
the parade.

“It felt amazing to be the Grand 
Marshal. It was very thrilling,” 
Shook said. “I love my community 
a lot.”

Firefighter Rich Byerwalters 
has been with the fire department 
for more than two decades. Fire-
fighting is a family tradition for 
him.

“I joined in 1996 and my father 
was fire chief before me. Both of 
my parents were active members 
for years before that,” Byerwalters 
said. “It’s great to see so much sup-
port from the community. At a time 
when it is so difficult to find volun-
teers, we certainly encourage peo-
ple to come out and do what they 
can — we have to help each other 
out because we are all in this togeth-
er. It is such a small community, we 
need to rely on each other.”

U.S. Rep. Paul Tonko, D-20, 
was among the officials marching 
in the parade and spoke of the vital 

nature of the services volunteer fire 
departments provide.

“Firefighting is deemed by 
many to be the most dangerous oc-
cupation. When you can provide 
quality fire service — fire protec-
tion and fire response services — 
for 125 years, that is worth cele-
brating,” Tonko said. “We are here 
in celebration with them, thanking 
them for the training, the fundrais-
ing they do, the selflessness that 
they bring to the table. They sacri-
fice personal, family and social time 
to service their community. There 
can be no better role model than 
firefighters.”

The department is a vital part 
of the community, Village Trustee 
Linda Muller said. 

“Without the fire department, 
we wouldn’t have a real communi-
ty,” Muller said. “They are a great 
bunch of volunteers that keep our 
community safe.”

The value the department brings 
to the community is incalculable, 
Deputy Mayor Nancy Warner said.

“Words can’t say what this fire 
company means to the communi-
ty,” Warner said. “We have one of 
the best fire companies in the area. 
These men and women, and now 
some young community members, 
are there day or night, anytime. I 
am thankful to them and I wish 
them another 125 years here in the 
village.”

Fire Police Officer John Mey-
ers has spent the past 50 years with 
several different fire companies and 
joined the Ravena department a 
year ago. The contributions of the 
fire company to the community go 
beyond firefighting, he said.

“What the fire company does 
for the village, besides answering 
alarms, is great,” Meyers said. “We 
have so many programs to try to 
help our community.”

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Parade Grand Marshal Rebecca Shook, Village Trustee Caitlin Appleby, 
Deputy Mayor Nancy Warner and Village Trustee Linda Muller, left to right, 
wave to the crowd in Saturday’s parade honoring the 125th anniversary of 
the Ravena Fire Department.

GOOD NEWS!: Fire department celebrates 125 years

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The Color Guard from the Ravena Fire Department marching in the parade 
Saturday morning.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Aspiring future firefighters marched proudly alongside current-day firefight-
ers celebrating the department’s 125th anniversary.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Firefighters from the Ravena Fire Department marched in full dress uniform.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
RCS Youth Football players rode on a float in Saturday’s parade.

Valued components of the by-
way include broad scenic views, 
cultural resources such as historic 
houses, farms, stone bridges and 
walls, as well as natural resources 
like the valley’s streams, with the 
Catskill Mountains as the backdrop, 
according to the state designation.

State Sen. Michelle Hinchey, 
D-46, called the designation a win 

for the entire county and said it 
could draw tourists to the area, giv-
ing a boost to the local economy.

“Our bill granting this Scenic 
Byway designation to the Durham 
Valley is a victory for Greene Coun-
ty,” Hinchey said. “We have elevat-
ed 21 miles of picturesque views-
hed across Durham and Windham 
as a local landmark, which will pro-
vide an economic boost to Greene 
County businesses, enhance pres-

ervation efforts, and help promote 
our rural communities as can’t-miss 
destinations for tourism, culture and 
commerce.”

Richard Goldstein, chairman of 
the Durham Valley Scenic Byway 
Coordinating Committee, said the 
designation will offer expansive 
benefits to the community, includ-
ing the potential access to federal 
grant money.

“This legislation caps a grass-

roots collaborative effort to recog-
nize, preserve and enhance 21 miles 
of road of extraordinary scenic qual-
ity in the town of Durham,” Gold-
stein said. “By fully designating the 
Durham Valley Scenic Byway as a 
New York State Scenic Byway, this 
legislation will provide important 
benefits to the roads’ travelers, and 
the Durham community including 
economic benefits from tourism, 
potential access to federal grants 

to improve the byway, and qualifi-
cation to apply for National Scenic 
Byway designation.”

In addition to Goldstein, the 
Durham Valley Scenic Byway 
Coordinating Committee includ-
ed Alan Beechert, Daniel Clifton, 
Barry Garfinkel, Gunther Ohm and 
Linda Sutton.

ROADS, from page 1
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Many people, both men and 
women, kept diaries in the past. 
I have a small collection of local 
diaries and would love to have 
more because they illustrate the 
daily lives people were leading 
and what and who was import-
ant to them. Most people started 
diary keeping on January 1 of 
a given year. While they may 
not have continued recording 
until the end of the year, the di-
aries usually tell what their au-
thors were doing on New Year’s 
Day. Since this edition of “The 
Greenville Pioneer” is coming 
out on January 1, I thought I 
would share with you how some 
people spent that day in the past. 
I don’t even know the names of 
all those who kept the diaries. 
Often, they didn’t put their 
names in the books. Perhaps you 
can guess who the authors might 
have been. If you do fi nd a clue, 
please let me know.

 Helen Tripp was one of the 
daughters of Alfred and Maria 
Utter Tripp. She was born Jan-
uary 26,1853, and she lived un-
til January 27, 1917. She lived 
in the brick house on the main 
street of Oak Hill with her fam-
ily. On January 1, 1874, she 
started a diary: 

Thursday, Weather very 
pleasant. I worked around the 
house until noon. In the after-
noon sewed on my dress. Did 
not go anywhere nor was there 
any one in here till evening. Mrs. 
Eliza Flower called. Received a 
letter from Libbie Russell.

Friday, January 2: Weather 
very pleasant, thawed all day. 
I sewed on my dress nearly all 
day. Aunt Mary Utter and Jim-
mie came down this evening to 
go to the donation. [I can imag-
ine what the donation was, but 
can anyone share more informa-
tion?] Aunt Mary invited us to 
go with her. The coal fi re went 
out last night. I had to make it 
up this morning. Aunt Mary had 
a very nice time; they cleared 
$104.

Saturday, January.3: Weath-
er very pleasant; thawed all day 
again today. I had to make the 
coal fi re again today. Father, 
Mother, Hattie and Carrie [her 
two youngest sisters] went over 
to Uncle Briggs today. [Uncle 
Briggs was a Tripp and lived in 
Medusa or Westerlo]. I fi nished 
my dress, all but the buttons and 
pockets.

Sunday, January 4:  Weather 
very nice and pleasant. Went to 
Durham to church this morn-
ing. Did not get back in time 
for Sunday School. Did not go 
to church this afternoon. [The 
Tripps lived next to the Oak Hill 
Methodist Church and were al-
ways very involved there.]  Or-
ville preached. I wrote a letter 
to Libbie Russell this evening. 
Did not go to church. [It sounds 
like there were opportunities to 
spend the whole day and eve-
ning at church.]

Chauncey B Day from Al-
cove recorded on January 
1,1887: Thurs. Went to Al-
cove—got 3 gal. kerosene.

The diary of another anon-
ymous person recorded: Jan 1, 
1888 Rained all day. Hugh here 
in evening. 

A. M. Cowles recorded in 
his diary: January 1, 1898: The 
snow that fell yesterday has 
been piled in heaps last night 
and the wind is still blowing. 
I could not get home last night 
for the snow was drifted.  Mr. 
Whitehead and myself played 5 
games of dominoes this morn-
ing.  In the evening played with 
Mr. Mackey. Mr. Cook and 
brother drove them to the house 
to break out the roads.

Jan. 1, 1918:  A diary from 
the Wade family recorded: Mary 
is with us. We stay in all day. 
Big Fire in Catskill 2:20 a.m.

Mrs. Mary D. Mattice from 
Catskill wrote: Wednesday, Jan 
1,1919: We stayed home. Made 
head cheese and hockeye [a pig 
product].

For years many Oak Hill and 
Vicinity families have gone to 
Florida in the winter; the Tripps, 
the Fords, and the Wades all had 
houses in the Bradenton area. 
For these folks, the New Year 
was a time to go south. A series 
of diaries written by the Wade 
family give an idea of what the 
New York folks did in Florida:

Gainesville Fla Jan 1, 1925. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bates, Nelson and 
I ate our New Year’s dinner to-
gether outside our tents plac-
ing our tables together. (Menu:  
fricasseed chicken, sweet and 
white potatoes, cucumber pick-
les, chili sauce, creamed onions, 
green peas, sweet corn, celery, 
cranberries sauce.  Coffee Lem-
on pies.) The men washed the 
dishes for us. Mrs. Bates and 
I called on Mrs. Harder from 
Hudson on this camp.

Jan 1, 1928: Spend the day a 
home. Bates are away the week 
end. Mr. and Mrs. Lasher called 
this afternoon. We spend our 
spare time writing letters. Nel-
son goes to church.

Deland Fla:  Jan 1, 1930 A 
very lovely day. Need no fi re. 
Wash this am; take a nap this af-
ternoon. And go with the Lash-
ers to see the Glorifi ed Ameri-
can Girl.

1934:  Deland, Fla. We go out 
for dinner and go to the movies 
in afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. Kipp 
from Orange City call in the 
evening. Tooldie seems some 
better today. 80 in the shade.

Jan 1, 1935: A lovely day. 
We call on Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
and the Hacks. Have our din-
ner at home. Spend our evening 
with Mr. and Mrs. Luke

Jan 2.  Three callers. Nice 
day. Our anniversary. Hacks for 
the evening.

Jan. 1, 1938: A lovely day. 

Had dinner at home. Junior with 
us. There was a dinner at the CC 
[country club?] Building for the 
Tourists but we did not go. The 
holidays passed off very pleas-
antly. Thunder showers later 
evening.

Jan 1, 1939:  callers this af-
ternoon.

Jan 2 this is our 56th wedding 
anniversary. Quite a change be-
tween then and now

Jan 1, 1940:  Mr. and Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Lasher, Nelson 
and I had our dinner at the Tour-
ist Club Rooms. A very nice 
turkey dinner gotten on purpose 
for the club about 230 were 
there.  Price 80 cents. The busi-
ness meeting at 7:00, then an 
entertainment and refreshments 
and card playing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howards came this afternoon. 

You can see the New York 
folks had a wide circle of 
friends, lots of activities, and 
warm weather. Some of them 
stayed a few months and then 
returned north. Others made 
Florida their permanent home. 

Another diary which has 
no name identifying its owner, 
written in an O-K Seal Theme 
Tablet is one of my favorites. It 
is titled “My Diary for 1936.”

Wed. Jan 1 --1936:  Geils, 
John and I were to Flossies & 
Harris. A beautiful day. Came 
back and stopped at Golda’s, 
they were sawing ice.

Thurs. Jan 2. John went on 
the road I did chores, washed, 
another lovely day starting to 
rain at night. Reggie Fowler 
broke his leg at Newells.

Friday, Jan 3. Johns home, it 
rained all day. John went with 
Floyd Nickerson after hay.  I 
went to Helens.

Saturday Jan 4:  Lovely 
day just like spring. Helen and 
I went to Middleburg got our 
money from Clarence, came 
back by way of Potter Hollow. 
Stopped at Ethel Bates got home 
about 4 oclock had a hay ride 
through the woods.

Sunday Jan 5: Just a perfect 
day Very icy rained last night.  
John walked to Elmers. Geil, 
K.O. and Cecile was down after 
milk.

Mary Wade, wife of Leslie 
Wade, lived in the Green Re-
vival house in Oak Hill. She 
became the Durham Town Clerk 
January 1, 1946 and record-
ed in her diary: We have Town 
Clerk’s offi ce and had the safe 
etc. moved to our house.  Wrote 
a few licenses.  Stayed home for 
New Year’s Day.

Jan. 2:  got desk ready for 
Town Papers, etc.  Had to get 
new battery for car. Pop [Leslie] 
got all the Town Clerk material 
in order for me. Not much busi-
ness yet. 

Brooks Atkinson, the dra-

ma critic for the “New York 
Times,” and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author who had a house in 
Durham on the Susquehanna 
Turnpike for many years, pub-
lished a book in 1951 called 
“Once Around the Sun.” It is 
presented in diary form in that 
there is an essay for every day 
of the year. 

Some essays describe local 
residents, but today I want to 
share his philosophical com-
ments on January 1, 1951. He 
was in New York City that day. 
His musings seem relevant for 
today: “New Year’s Day. The 
new year comes in with a sting. 
New York is alarmed. Rain fall-
ing at a freezing temperature 
has covered the sidewalks with 
a hard glaze. Speaking over the 
city radio the mayor personally 
warns motorists to keep off the 
icy streets. The Weather Bu-
reau forecasts a heavy snow-
storm tonight. At the moment, 
the year looks bright…. we are 
warm and we begin the new 
year triumphantly. The worst 
can happen; occasionally it 
does. Not many of us in Ameri-
ca are prepared for it, for we do 
not believe it in our bones. We 
cheerfully assume that in some 
mystic way love conquers all, 
the good outweighs evil in the 
just balances of the universe and 
that at the eleventh hour some-
thing gloriously triumphant 
will prevent the worst before 
it happens. In the austere light 
of the world’s experience our 
optimism is naïve. When wars 
and depressions strike us down, 
we are shocked, incredulous, 
and unprepared. But cautious 
calculations bore us; they have 
such a dismal appearance and 
sound. To Americans optimism 
is a more congenial attitude. It 
may be even more than that: it 
may be creative. For all that I 
know at the moment, ‘Happy 
New Year’ may be nothing less 
than prophecy as the world be-
gins one more journey around 
the sun.”

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas 
is the Town of Durham Histori-
an. She lives in Oak Hill, thus 
the name of her column. 

Greenville Auto & Truck Parts 
4979 Route 81, Greenville · 518-966-5344 

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 · Sat 8-5 · Sun 9-2 

OVERBAUGH
DUMPSTERS 

15-Yard Dumpsters Available 
Mark Overbaugh - Greenville 

518-947-9981

Spring Cleaning?? 
Want to Get Rid of Old Metal? 
All Metals Picked up FREE!! 

All appliances - Air Conditioners 
Outdoor Grills - Metal Swimming Pools 

Call Today! 
John at 518-756-3056 

Many people kept diaries in the past

The front of the “Once Around the Sun” dust jacket is typical of illustration in 1951 
when it was published. The book sold for $4.

The dress Helen Tripp wrote about in her diary would likely have been similar to those worn by the Tripp ladies in this picture. 
They prided themselves on their fashionable attire, made mostly at home. At that period of time, the local stores sold yard 
good and notions. Some ladies in town had a dressmaker come to stay for a week or so to make their new gowns.

The Tripps had a house in Bradenton, where the whole family visited.  I U was in 
fact living there when he died, but his body was returned to Oak Hill for burial in 
the Oak Hill Cemetery. They were members of the Bradenton Country Club.

Mary Wade of Oak Hill was one of the many area people who went to Florida each 
winter. Some visited; others retired there. Most people drove from the Catskills to 
Florida, and there are numerous accounts of their trips which took several days 
and possibly car repairs along the way. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The back of the dustjacket of Brooks Atkinson’s book pictures him and tells about 
his many achievements.

The DeWitt Hotel
By Mary Lou Nahas
For Capital Region Independent Media

For perhaps 20 years I have 
been gathering information about 
the boarding houses, hotels and re-
sorts in the town of Durham. 

As many of you know, I went 
to a program at Sunnyview given 
by Don Teator, the Greenville his-
torian, on the boarding houses of 
Greenville and thought someone 
should collect the kind of informa-
tion he was presenting about the 
businesses in Durham because we 
had just as many, maybe more, right 
here in our town. 

I still can’t compete with Don’s 
data collection, but I have learned 
much about many of these busi-
nesses, thanks largely to those of 
you have helped me by sharing in-
formation. 

Today I want to tell the story of 
what has long been known as The 
DeWitt Hotel.  

It was built about 1865 by W.F. 
DeWitt in the Italianate style. Listed 
on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 2001, it was said the W.F. 
DeWitt Hotel in Oak Hill is archi-
tecturally significant as an intact 
example of large-scale, mid-19th 
century commercial architecture in 
the hamlet. 

Constructed in about 1865, the 
building either replaced or incor-
porated into its design an earlier, 
smaller hotel that once occupied the 
site. The scale and prominence of 
the building is a tangible reminder 
of the industrial boom period of the 
hamlet and reflects the burgeoning 
prosperity associated with Oak Hill 
during the mid-19th century.

By the 1910s, the hotel was be-
ing run by B.C. DeWitt. 

A bit later, several folks living 
in Oak Hill remember it in Michael 
Hayes’s book “Oak Hill, Voices 
from An American Hamlet,” pub-
lished in 2007. 

“We lived across the road from 
DeWitt’s Hotel when we were first 
married. Angie and Gertie Horton 
— mother and daughter — ran De-
Witt’s Hotel,”  Donald Lounsbury 
said.

“Ford’s Store was the main store 
and the post office was there. Dad 
and I would go and pick up the mail. 
Then we would go to DeWitt’s Ho-
tel next door. I had a soda and Dad 
had a beer. People would congre-
gate and talk, play cards, darts and 
dominoes. The bathroom was at 
the top of the stairs. . . The bar was 
the first room when you went in the 
side door by what is now the park-
ing lot,”   recalled Carol Cooke.

Dorothy Jennings Beechert 
shared with me a copy of a booklet 
advertising the Oak Hill Inn:

“Situated in a beautiful spot 
in the Catskill Mountains. Lovely 
view of surrounding country.  Large 
lawn, plenty of shade. Woods near, 
where one can roam and breath the 
scent of the beautiful hemlock and 
pine. On New State Road — Route 
81. Empire Stage passes house 
twice daily. Coming direct from 
Brooklyn and Times Square, New 
York City. Mail twice a day. 

“Transportation: Oak Hill Inn 
may be reached by New York 
Central Railroad from Forty-sec-
ond Street to Greendale.  Cross 

by Ferry to Catskill.  West Shore 
Railroad from Cortlandt Street 
and West Forth-second Street to 
Catskill.  Hudson River Day Line 
Steamers from West Forty-second 
Street, 9:20 a.m.  West One Hun-
dred Twenty-ninth Street, 9:30 a.m. 
to Catskill. Taxi will meet guests 
at Catskill — or take Kelsey’s Bus 
from Catskill to Oak Hill.

“Accommodations: Nice airy 
rooms, neatly furnished; clean, 
comfortable beds. Our table is of the 
best — Milk, Cream, Eggs, Poultry 
and Vegetables from our own large 
farm. Chicken dinner twice weekly. 
We have our own private swim-
ming pool and tennis court. House 
lighted by electricity. Running hot 
and cold water. Baths and shower 
baths. Saddle horses for riding.

“Week-end Tourists Specially 
Invited. Garage accommodations.

“Rates: Two or more in room, 
$14.00 each, weekly. Singles 
rooms, June and July, $16.00.  Au-
gust, $18.00. Children, $12.00. Dai-
ly rates, $3 per day. Accommodates 
40 We would advise making reser-
vations early. Mrs. J.W. May Oak 
Hill Telephone New York. 

When it closed the building fell 
into disrepair, as did much of Oak 
Hill. When Sam Stickler came to 
town in the 1990s and turned the 
old Lyman Tremain Lodge Hall into 
Sam’s Oak Hill Kitchen, he also 
bought and restored this building as 
the DeWitt Hotel Antique Center.  

Fran Cox remembers working 
on the sills underneath the build-
ing and seeing charred remains of 
old timbers from the first building, 
which had burned long ago. 

In 2014, Dorothea Wallisier and 
Diane Ormrod purchased the build-
ing. Before their time as innkeepers, 
Diane and Dorothea both worked in 
publishing in New York City. They 
spent nine months renovating and 
opened it in June of 2015. 

Dorothea said in an interview 
for a magazine, “I love the fact that 
we’re working to create something 
totally original. We work very hard, 
but it’s worth it, because it’s all ours. 
I love the freedom. And the cool 
part is that we get to meet great new 
people all the time!” 

Part of this freedom and owner-
ship meant making their own rules. 
All rooms are dog friendly, and the 
owners even offer free dog sitting 
while their guests go out. 

A guest wrote: “Perhaps the 
highlight of the experience at The 
DeWitt Oak Hill is the long morn-
ing ritual here. Guests wake up to 
the sound of the Catskill Creek as 

sun pours into the room. The smell 
of breakfast eventually wafts up 
from the kitchen, drawing guests 
out of bed… and what happens next 
is phenomenal. Diane cooks, Doro-
thea bakes, and their super-powers 
combined create 3-course break-
fasts to die for. Breakfast goes down 
in the two-story great room, where 
a beautiful Hollywood Regency 
curved sofa is the centerpiece, and 
a baby grand piano awaits a player. 
The entire morning routine takes 
several hours, but time flies at the 
breakfast table, where guests com-
pare itineraries, chat about com-
mon interests, and, of course, rave 
about the food. Their favorite thing 
to make? George Weld’s blueberry 
grunt. [George was then the own-
er of Egg in Williamsburg]. He’s a 
neighbor in Oak Hill. We use his 
family recipe. On the more savory 
side, we also love the avocado feta 
tartine with poached eggs, smoked 
salmon and smoked paprika.” 

 Another guest wrote: “After 
breakfast, you’ll want to explore 
the area, which is rich in farmland 
(read: fresh food), beautiful scenery, 
and activities both indoor and out.”

In 2017, a guest from New Jer-
sey wrote: “We booked three of its 
four rooms to accommodate our 
family. With our children and choc-
olate Lab in tow, we explored and 
enjoyed every aspect of the DeWitt! 
The bedrooms are spotless and cozy 
with art-filled walls, soft duvets, and 
bedside water carafes. The striking 
ensuite bathrooms include steamy 
hot showers and fluffy white towels. 
The reception hall, great room, and 
gallery are stocked with great reads, 
gorgeous design, captivating visu-
als, and various places to tuck away 
or sit and visit. We met a delightful 
couple who, like us, was in town for 
a ski weekend at nearby Windham 
Mountain. They, too, had brought 
their dog, and it was great fun to see 
the dogs mixing happily with those 
in residence! . . you leave feeling 
like you’ve visited with old friends.

Today the building is called 
Amaya and has been redesigned 
as a luxury guest house “boasting 
seven bedrooms with en suite bath-
rooms, multiple outdoor and indoor 
living spaces, Amaya is the perfect 
place for family gatherings, friends, 
weekend trip, company retreats, and 
intimate private events,” according 
to the current owner.  

I look forward it being able to 
share more about this current chap-
ter in the life of the business.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The Oak Hill Hotel.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO   
A modern-day photo of the hotel.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
A photo of the building in 2022.

C O L U M B I A - G R E E N E  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E

Congratulates Peter O’Hara

of Freehold, NY,

On His Appointment As

Chairman of the College’s  

Board of Trustees.

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518.697.6400  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  

Let’s Go, #CoGreene!

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO   
A Hoagland photo of the DeWitt Hotel.
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO   
Amaya, as the business is called today.
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TCI NY provides an essential 
service to New Yorkers

Processing, recycling, and repairing transformers
 TCI of NY is deemed an essential business in New York for its 
role in the power industry.  The company goes to the utilities with 
specialized trailers to pick up damaged or broken transformers to 
be inspected.  They are either repaired or recycled.  99 percent of 
the material processed is salvaged for beneficial re-use rather than 
landfilled.
 “The service is especially important today due to severe storms 
knocking out transformers.  This has resulted in supply chain issues 
for the utilities,” said John Hamor, Capital Energy Partners.  “TCI 
removes the damaged transformers so they can be replaced or 
repaired.”
 Transformers move electricity from higher to lower voltages 
so it can be delivered safely to homes, schools, and businesses.  
Everything related to electricity uses a transformer.  You see 
throughout your community the can shaped equipment mounted on 
utility poles or green boxes on concrete pads.
 “We are proud to be in Coeymans investing and creating new jobs 
while providing an important service to the community,” says Brian 
Hemlock, TCI’s president.  

To find out more about working at TCI, call John Barr at 
(518) 756-9997 or go to www.tci-ny.com for more information.

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL HOME FOR 60 YEARS!

741 DELAWARE AVENUE, DELMAR, NY 12054

(518) 439-5560
WWW.MEYERSFUNERALHOME.COM

A family owned funeral home, started in 1968 by 
Ben Meyers of Alcove. In recent years taken over by 

his son, Stephen; who lives in Ravena. 

For personal service, flexibility and cost savings on 
your cremation and burial needs. Just 13 miles from 
downtown Ravena. I know people do not like to talk 
to the tax man or funeral director, but if I can be of 

any help at the time of need, please feel free to call.  

Stephen Meyers - Where the name on the sign out 
front matches the guy you talk to.

Burials starting at $2,835
Cremations starting at $995

A Color for Every Room
Never painted a room before? It’s easier than you 

think! Only Valspar Medallion paint and primer has 
COLORFINITY® for one-coat color that lasts. Plus, it dries 

quickly and cleans up easily with soap and water. 
The GNH in Greenville now carries the perfect 

Valspar color for any room of your home. 

Visit the GNH in Greenville to find your color.

11513 Route 32, Greenville

11780 Rte. 9W • Coxsackie, NY 12192 • 518.653.5367

All Natural ‘I Scream’ 

Ice Cream • Hotdogs

Ice Cream Cakes 
For Any Occasion!

OUTDOOR SUPPLIES
11779 St. Route 9W, 

W.Coxsackie, NY 12192
518-731-3900

EXCAVATING
325 Medway-Earlton Rd.

Earlton, NY. 12058
518-731-6190

Halsted 
Companies

THE PUBLIC
NEEDS THE
TRUTH; NOT
SOCIAL MEDIA
HEADLINES &
FAKE NEWS.

#SupportRealNews
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• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

Nation
Pickers

• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

2530 Route 9W, Ravena, NY
Closed Monday • Open 11-5
Saturday’s 10-5
518.495.9225

An Affordable 25 Multi Dealer
Antique / Vintage / Collectable Shop

FOUNDED IN 1958

Anatriello Agency
Insurance of course!

2477 US Route 9W, Ravena, NY 12143
Johna@AnatrielloAgency.com • AnatrielloAgency.com

“Excellent to do 
business with.”

-Peter Mahan

“Very friendly and 
knowledgeable 

people. A 
pleasure to do 
business with!!”

-Darrell Owens

“Competitive prices. 
Detail oriented and personalized 

service. Thumbs up.”

-Pete Foronda

HOUSEAUTO BUSINESS
u Personal Service

u Attention To Detail

u Over 60 Years Of Family Owned Business 

u Providing Service To The Community

Deep Steam Extraction
For your carpets, upholstery, 

vehicle, & office!

518.756.2669
Raymond Magee - Owner

Brightway 
Cleaning Service

Call Today 518.528.0144
challacombeconstruction@gmail.com

Challacombe Spray Foam

www.ChallacombeConstruction.com

Providing Kitchen and Bathroom 
Remodels and Spray Foam Applications
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Aboard
Cruises depart & 

return to Shady 
Harbor Marina

  MM          

$5 discount with current dinner receipt from 
The Boathouse Grille

Sightseeing
Saturday, & Sunday 1:00 & 3:00

Sunset Cruises
Friday, Saturday, & Sunday 6:00PM

Private Charters
2 hr min | up to 12 people | offered 
everyday with 24 hours noticeeveryday with 24 hours notice

518-784-3513
70 Shady Harbor Drive, New Baltimore, NY 12124
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Dr. Billy Holland
For Capital Region Independent Media

God is faithful and is always 
with you, protecting and watching 
over you, whether you believe He 
is there or not. 

Just because you cannot sense 
Him intervening, it does not mean 
He is distracted, working on the 
other side of the world. There is 
an old saying, “God’s care for His 
children is like the sun: It’s con-
stant. Even though the clouds often 
obscure it, this does not mean it’s 
not there.” 

And Isaiah 59:1 reminds us: 
“Surely the arm of the Lord is not 
too short to save, nor His ear too 
dull to hear.” 

Even if you have made some 
serious mistakes, it does not mean 
He does not still love you or has 
forsaken you. Maybe He is just 
patiently waiting for you to give 
Him your life instead of just your 
problems.

You may be beating yourself 
up and thinking this is one of the 
worst times of your life but be en-
couraged, there is wonderful news! 
Have you ever considered Romans 
8:28 as a promise directly to you 
and your problems? Listen to this 
again: “And we know that all things 
work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are called 
according to His purpose.” 

This is a very popular passage 
in the Bible and for good reason. 
Many times we do not receive the 
enjoyment and nourishment from 
God’s banquet table because we 
are so focused on our situation. If 

we would spend the same amount 
of energy on prayer that we do on 
worry, I believe we would see more 
victory and less discouragement. 

Since God is working behind 
the scenes to make things work 
out for us, we may not be demon-
strating enough patience with Him. 
Maybe He is trying to show you 
something very special that you 
would not have been able to see 
any other way. 

It has been said the majority of 
great things that have been done on 
earth, have been accomplished by 
those going through diffi cult times. 
Mature Christians are to be like 
steel when it is “tempered” with 
heat to make them pure and strong 
in experience and wisdom, yet cov-
ered with velvet as they manifest 
God’s character with compassion, 
humility and sensitivity. 

Instead of spending all of our 
time trying to fi gure out why things 
happen, we can seek to know Him 
more intimately. How will this 
help? Because He is the only one 
who has all the answers and know-
ing and loving Him is how we learn 
more about everything. Learning 
and accepting this truth about the 
endless commitment of God’s love 
toward us is a revelation of His un-
failing covenant to be with us now 
and forever. 

Knowing that Jesus suffered 
on the cross because He loved us, 
allows us to see the lies of our ad-
versary when he tells us that no one 
cares or that we are hopelessly lost. 
With the increased spiritual sensi-
tivity that Jesus is waiting to give 

us, we can start making good deci-
sions and get back on the right path 
of God’s will. 

A.W. Tozer is quoted as saying, 
“Man’s mighty burden is his obli-
gation to God. It includes an instant 
and lifelong duty to love God with 
every power of mind and soul, to 
obey Him perfectly, and to worship 
Him acceptably.” 

Included in this quest to be 
transformed into God’s image is 
the fact that Christ will help us be-
come victorious in whatever area 
we need to overcome. 

It’s been said if you do not want 
temptation to follow you, stop act-
ing like you are interested. Don’t 
run from it, just look it in the eye 
and defeat it. 

Another example is having a 
problem with cursing, which by 
the way is a terrible witness. We 
can ask God to put an alarm on our 
minds and tongues to stop us before 
it is too late. 

It’s much better to be aware of 
our sins before we commit them 
than to ask forgiveness after the 
fact. What many fail to realize is 
that once our testimony is compro-
mised, we may never have an op-
portunity to share Christ with that 
person again because the enemy 
will always remind them about that 
time when we lost control. 

If we are determined to allow 
God to renew our minds, this will 
bring a positive change to the way 
we live!

Read more about the Christian 
life at billyhollandministries.com.

God wants our heart, not just 
our problems

Living on Purpose

Because you care! 
Sometimes, things don’t always work out at home for a child.     
New  York’s Office of Children and Family Services estimates that 130,000 

children around the state live with a grandparent, an aunt or uncle, or other 
family member. Some even live with close family friends. When a family member 
or close family friend assumes the responsibility of caring for a child, that’s called 
Kinship Care.        

Perhaps you are a kinship care provider, or know someone who is. If you are, 
you do it for all the right reasons. Because you care.  But there’s good news.    
St. Catherine’s Center for Children has launched a new program to support    
kinship caregivers in Albany, Schenectady, Greene and Ulster Counties. The     
program connects caregivers like you to a variety of community and public     
support services, providing you with the tools you need to succeed. Want to learn 
more? Call us at the number below, or email kinshipcare@st-cath.org 

St. Catherine’s Center for Children 
40 North Main Avenue, Albany, NY 12203 

www.st-cath.org  •  518-453-6700

St-Cath_Kinship Care_6-21_Layout 1  6/30/2021  2:37 PM  Page 1
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By Russell Gloor
For Capital Region Independent Media

Dear Rusty: My wife passed 
away a few days ago and I have 
three children — ages 15, 11 and 
10. Is there anything I need to do? 

Signed: Suddenly Widowed
Dear Suddenly Widowed: We 

are so sorry to hear of your wife’s 
passing; please accept our condo-
lences for your loss. Here’s what 
you need to know about Social Se-
curity: 

• Your wife’s minor children 
will all be eligible for a survivor 
benefit, which will be based upon 
the Social Security benefit amount 
your wife had earned up to the 
month she died. The children can 
collect their survivor benefit until 
they are 18 years old (or 19 if they 
are still in high school). 

• The standard minor child ben-
efit amount is 75% of your wife’s 
“primary insurance amount” (or 
PIA, which is the benefit she had 
earned until she died) but, since 
there will be three children col-
lecting, the Family Maximum will 
apply. The Family Maximum limits 
total survivor benefits to between 
150% and 180% of your wife’s 
PIA. Typically, with three survivors, 
the Family Maximum should come 
out to about 175% of your wife’s 
PIA. Social Security will determine 
these numbers when you apply for 
benefits for the children, which you 
should do by calling 1-800-772-
1213, or making an appointment at 
your local SS field office (find it at 
www.ssa.gov/locator). The funeral 
home that handled your wife’s ar-
rangements will send a copy of her 
death certificate to Social Security, 
but SS will probably require you 
to provide each child’s Social Se-
curity number and birth certificate, 
and you may also need to provide 
your wife’s death certificate if they 
ask for it. As each child becomes 
age-ineligible for minor child ben-
efits, the benefit for each remaining 
minor child will automatically in-
crease, up to their maximum 75% 
of your wife’s PIA.

• Because your children are mi-
nors, you will need to act as their 
Representative Payee. Social Se-
curity will guide you through that 

when you contact them to apply 
for benefits for the children, but it 
essentially means that their benefits 
will be paid directly to you and you 
will be obligated to use that money 
on behalf of the children. You can 
review Social Security’s Represen-
tative Payee rules at this link: www.
ssa.gov/payee/. 

• Regardless of your age, as 
your wife’s surviving spouse with 
minor children you could be eligi-
ble for a “child in care” surviving 
spouse benefit until the youngest 
child is 16, but you should be aware 
of the following: 

• If you are working full-time, 
you probably will be ineligible 
for child-in-care spouse benefits 
because of your earnings. Social 
Security imposes an earnings limit 
for those collecting early spousal or 
survivor benefits. 

• If you are eligible for child-in-
care benefits and collect the same, 
it would detract from the benefit 
amount each of your children will 
get because of the Family Max-
imum discussed above. In oth-
er words, the Family Maximum 
amount (which Social Security will 
determine based on your wife’s 
PIA) is the total amount that can be 
paid out on your wife’s record, re-
gardless of how many survivors are 
collecting. 

As your wife’s spouse, you will 
also be entitled to a one-time lump 
sum death benefit of $255, which 
you can request when you speak 
with Social Security. Once again, 
please accept our condolences on 
the loss of your wife. I hope the 
above information is helpful at this 
difficult time. 

This article is intended for infor-
mation purposes only and does not 
represent legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social Security 
Association (NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory) or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Widower with 3  
children: What about 

Social Security?

Social Security Matters

homage to their slain brothers 
from across the river.

“We were asked by other 
Vietnam veterans in Colum-
bia County if there was some 
way we could recognize them,” 
Broder said. “There are 17 in 
Greene County and 19 from Co-
lumbia County. We will put up a 
small display honoring those 19 
from Columbia County and we 
will recognize them that day, but 
primarily the day is about honor-
ing the 17 from Greene County.”

The monument will be en-
graved with those 17 names 
— Arnold Melvin Hull, Wil-
liam Michael Bagshaw, John 
Francis Dedek, William John 
Dolan, John Irwin Cameron, 
Donald Wyszomirski, James 
Ronald Oakley, Paul Lewis, 
Paul Edward Albano, Norman 
Wilbur Clearwater, Michael Jo-
seph Rowcroft, Mark Vedder 
Schmidt, Ronald Francis Hock, 
Eugene Jerome Curless Jr., Har-
ry Joseph Sickler, Robert Bruce 
Schampier and Tunis E. Rapple-
yea Jr.

The memorial project 
came with a hefty price tag — 
$102,723 — and there is still 
a substantial shortfall in the 
amount of money the group has 
been able to raise.

“We are still behind,” Broder 
said. “We have probably $25,000 
in outstanding loans that have to 
be paid back because the people 
that loaned us the money were 
all very generous in their dona-
tions, so I am expecting to pay 
them back. And we also need 
about another $40,000 to finish 
up so we are behind the 8-ball by 
about $60,000.”

Donations have continued to 
come in as word of the project 
has spread, but there is still a sig-
nificant amount of fundraising 
that needs to be done. 

The Greenville Rotary is try-
ing to do its part to assist the vet-
erans’ group by holding a fund-
raiser “Roaring ‘20s” party on 
Friday, Sept. 16, from 6-9 p.m. 

at the American Legion Post 
291, located at 24 Maple Ave., 
Greenville.

The party will be a din-
ner-dance, with costume prizes 
and a basket raffle, with a DJ 
playing the tunes. Tickets will be 
$20 and can be purchased from 
any Rotarian or from Robin at 
the National Bank of Coxsackie.

“The party proceeds will be 
donated to the Northeast USA 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Fund to help pay for the new me-
morial in Greenville’s Veterans’ 
Park, which will be dedicated on 
Saturday, Sept. 17,” said Rotary 
President Cecile Plattner.

For more information about 
the “Roaring ‘20s” fundraiser, 
contact Greenvillenyrotary-
club@gmail.com.

Broder said word about the 
dedication has definitely spread 
and is even drawing visitors 
from both near and far.

“It seems to be getting rec-
ognition from people around the 
county,” Broder said. “We also 
have people flying in from Tex-
as, we have people coming in 
from California.”

And that, after all, is the pur-
pose of the monument — to in-
crease awareness and keep alive 
the memory of the 17 Greene 
County residents who were 
killed in action in the Vietnam 
War. 

“We survived to make sure 
nobody forgets the fallen. That’s 
why we are doing this,” Broder 
said of his fellow veterans. “We 
are Vietnam veterans, and we are 
all brothers, alive or dead. We 
are part of a fraternity and it’s 
our job to make sure they are not 
forgotten. And when this monu-
ment is finished, they are not go-
ing to be forgotten.”

Anyone looking to donate to 
the memorial can send a check 
made out to Northeast USA Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial Fund 
to P.O. Box 326, Freehold, NY 
12431.

VIETNAM, from page 1
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a 2,000 square foot kitchen on 
the south side of the event cen-
ter, addition of a 1,200 square 
foot exterior deck on The Wire, 
and an enlargement of both the 
parking area and the footprint of 
the hotel from 6,280 square feet 
to 8,460 square feet, along with 
other changes to the original site 
plan.

Justin Smith, president of 
Prestige Hospitality Group in 
Albany, which is consultant to 
the project, said the COVID-19 
pandemic brought major chang-
es to the hospitality industry and 
made the project’s alterations 
necessary.

“What became very clear 
once the pandemic hit our in-
dustry was that we needed to 
change certain aspects of the 
experience guests would have 
when visiting the James New-
bury and The Wire,” Smith said. 
“We also needed to change our 
business plan to expand revenue 
generation and profi t centers of 
the hotel.”

The hotel would have to of-
fer additional amenities in order 
to be profi table, Smith added, 
which led to the development 
of the rooftop hotel on the fi fth 
fl oor.

VOICES OF SUPPORT
The public hearing was 

opened to members of the public 
to speak and many spoke out in 
favor of approving the area vari-
ance and amended site plan.

Rene Van Schaack, former 
executive director of the Greene 
County Industrial Development 
Agency and whose family has 
lived in the area for hundreds of 
years, said he has been “discour-
aged” by online comments he 
has read about both the project 
and the developer, Aaron Flach.

“As long as my eyeballs 
have been open, I have looked 
at blight on that street,” Van 
Schaack said. “Nobody has done 
anything with those buildings. 
This guy comes along and has 
a vision to do it… Listen to us 
— we are your community, not 
people from outside the commu-
nity. That plan speaks volumes 
for itself. Not fi nding in favor 
of this project would be beyond 
me.”

Resident Hugh Quigley, who 
owns the former fi rehouse across 
the street from the project, said 
he welcomes new development 
in the downtown area.

“For many of the 50-plus 
years (we have lived in this 
community), we did not see 
much positive development,” 
Quigley said. “There has been 
a lot of talk about progress, but 
not much materialized… In re-
cent years, Aaron Flach has ac-
complished quite a few redevel-
opment projects.”

Quigley spoke of fi ve projects 
along Ely Street where Flach has 
renovated and transformed dete-
riorating buildings, construction 
of the Greene County YMCA 
on Route 81 that was formerly 
a video rental store, construction 
of affordable apartment build-
ings, renovation of the New Ea-
gle Hotel and more.

“This is an amazing body of 
work and worthy of consider-
ation going forward,” Quigley 
said. “Aaron [Flach] has a deep 
appreciation for history and his 
projects are positive for all of 
us.”

Resident CarolAnn Luccio, 
who owns several properties in 
Coxsackie, also threw her sup-
port behind the project.

“The foundry that was there 
was really an eyesore for our 
beautiful riverfront and now the 
new park that we have,” Luccio 
said. “Getting rid of that and 
putting up what Aaron is work-
ing on can only be better. It can 
only be better for that area and 
for what it will bring to this 
town.”

Mark Maraglio, a local res-
ident and senior vice president 
at National Bank of Coxsackie, 
said he is behind the project.

“National Bank of Coxsack-
ie is in full support of Aaron’s 
project,” Maraglio said. “Aaron 
has done so much for this town 
and we support him 100%.”

Fred Hinrichsen noted the 
Dolan Block, as that portion of 
South River Street is known, has 
been deteriorated for years.

“I have seen that area in dis-
repair, I have seen various folks 
attempting to start to revital-
ize that space along the river,” 
Hinrichsen said. “It hadn’t been 
properly developed or main-
tained, it has always been a 
blight on the village. The record 
Mr. Flach has, I think, warrants 
consideration. This is in line and 

in the scope of his previous proj-
ects. There have been oversights 
and missteps along the way, but 
every construction project I have 
been a part of or have witnessed 
is not without those types of fi ts 
and starts and hiccups along the 
way.”

Resident Veronica Foley, 
who had questioned the process 
that was followed in previous 
meetings, said she supported de-
velopment along the waterfront 
and was pleased to see the re-
view process play out over the 
past few months.

“I think it is very exciting 
where we are headed as a com-
munity and I happened to see 
that the structures and the pro-
cedures that we have in place to 
make sure that the community 
is protected are now fully in ac-
tion, that we are awake to that 
and we are doing our due dili-
gence and having these import-
ant conversations,” Foley said.

LINGERING CONCERNS
Several speakers expressed 

concern over accountability and 
why the project did not comply 
with the original approved site 
plan in the fi rst place.

“I think a lot of the com-
plaints that have come up are re-
ally about accountability, about 
fairness and about following the 
rules,” Charles Hilliard said. 
“Ideally, if the rules had been 
followed then we wouldn’t be 
in this situation right now, we 
would have had these conver-
sations before the building had 
gone up, before that extra fl oor 
was built. I think we need to 
keep in mind that there is going 
to be a bar and restaurant out-
side people’s bedroom windows 
and that is going to be damaging 
to people’s quality of life. It is 
worth considering that as you 
continue this process moving 
forward.”

Katie Higgins expressed a 
similar concern and called for 
the village to review and update 
its comprehensive plan “to en-
sure sustainable development.” 

“When you make a mistake 
or you don’t follow the process, 
there needs to be accountabili-
ty,” Higgins said. “No one wants 
things to stop, no one wants 
half-fi nished projects — what 
we really want to think about is 
how we move forward.”

Local resident Gail Marow-
itz called The Wire event center 
one of the most beautiful build-
ings in the village, but voiced 
concern about traffi c, which she 
pointed to as an ongoing prob-
lem.

“I would like to express con-
cern about traffi c and noise,” she 
said. “Nobody wants to see that 
project stopped… The village 
needs to make a stronger effort 
regarding traffi c, in particular, 
and noise.”

New Baltimore resident Rich 
Guthrie said the rule of law must 
be followed and that the devel-
oper should have been aware 
that what was being built was 
not in compliance with what was 
approved.

“I’m not going to suggest 
that we demolish any building 
and start all over, or that we 
chop off, after the fact, append-
ages, or sidestep the fi re and oc-
cupancy codes,” Guthrie said. “I 
believe that we have gone past 
the point of no return on this 
project, so let’s just carry on, but 
let’s not forget that the legal pro-
cess and adherence to the rules 
of good government were laid 
by the wayside.”

Alex Betke, Flach’s attor-
ney, said as the community has 
learned more about the project, 
the initial objections have large-
ly been alleviated.

“I think it was just a matter 
of time in terms of getting to see 
what Aaron can do down there 
and understanding — with the 
help of Sterling Environmental, 
and going through a very robust 
process with the planning board 
— that the public got to under-
stand what the project really is 
and what it means, and not just 
a bunch of rumors,” Betke said. 
“The process has developed a 
really good project.”

The review process will con-
tinue for both the planning board 
and the zoning board of appeals, 
so no decision was made at the 
Aug. 29 public hearing. Flach 
said he looks forward to resum-
ing work on the hotel.

“I have been talking to a lot 
of members of the community 
and they have been providing 
letters of support to the village 
clerk. We have submitted well 
over 200 from local residents 
and business owners,” Flach 
said. “The community supports 
this project and we are looking 
forward to fi nishing it up.”
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Call us to make your tee time 
reservation today!

518.756.9555
Walk-ins are welcome, but please 
understand there may be a wait

38 TOMPKINS RD, RAVENA, NY 12143
MON - SAT: 7AM - 8PM | SUN: 7AM - 6PM

$35 LUNCH SPECIAL*

Wednesdays. 18 Holes of Golf with Cart & Lunch.
EXPIRES 9/1/22. *Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Soda, Water

$150 
COUPON

for a Round of Golf 
for 4 People 

including Golf Cart!
EXPIRES 11/1/22

15% OFF
COUPON

for Dinning at 
The Sycamore 

Restaurant & Bar
EXPIRES 11/1/22

Crossroads Ford
We are locally-owned & operated & our staff is customer-friendly with no 

pressure, so you can make the best decision for your next vehicle purchase.

518-756-4000 • 2351 Rt. 9W Ravena, NY • (Just 10 miles South of Albany)

ALERT!
These
NEW  

VEhiclEs  
just landed  
& WON’T  
last long!

PRE-ownEd SPEciALS 
FOrd EdgErd Edgrd Edgrd Edgrd Edgrd EdgEE

2 left

FOrd MusTaNg  
Mach-E gT
rd Musrd Musrd Musrd MusTTaaaTaTTaT NNg g 

1 left
FOrd ExplOrEr xlT 
spOrT appEaraNcE

3.0L V6, Auto., 4WD/AWD, 
Adaptive Cruise Control, 
Park Assist, Power Tail-
gate/Liftgate, Rear View 
Camera, 46,744 Miles.
$54,990

2021 Ford Mustang Mach-E

STK#  U11448T

AWD, V6, Automatic, 
Power Windows/Locks/

Mirrors, Tons of Rear 
Cargo Space, Tow 

Package,  72,480 Miles.
$48,995

2020 Ford ExplorEr

STK# U11419T

2018 Ford Fusion sE
1.5L I4, Bluetooth, 
Keyless Entry, Cruise 
Control, Emergency 
Brake Assist, Rear View 
Camera, 44,657 Miles.
$25,995STK#  U11185C

2.3L I4, Auto., 4WD/
AWD, Keyless Entry, 
Rear View Camera, 

Emergency Brake As-
sist, 10,251 Miles.

$36,990

2020 Ford rangEr xlt

STK#  U11474T

11
83
08
_4

FFOOrd Explrd Explrd Explrd Explrd Explrd Explrd ExplOO
1 left

1 left
FOrd EscapE sEl
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