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COVID-19 death toll 
could reach 240,000

See page 9

We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
News about COVID-19 is chang-
ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
ably changed since we sent this 
paper to the printing presses. We 
encourage you, if possible, to 
visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/greenvillepioneer 
where we are sharing breaking 
news, closings and cancelations. 

To our readers,

Thank you, 
The Greenville Pioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―
Everyone is aware by now 
of mandates to practice so-
cial distancing, hand hygiene 
and other ways of preventing 
transmission of the coronavi-
rus, but here’s a possible dan-
ger you may not have thought 
of — spreading the virus 
through your trash.

Trash disposal was deemed 
an “essential” service by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo when he put 
strict regulations in place in 
the battle against COVID-19. 
But waste-disposal experts say 
there are risks if garbage is not 
handled and packaged proper-
ly — and that is a concern for 
them.

In Greenville, the town 
recycling center is open, but 
with limited hours. Town res-
idents needing to dispose of 
trash or recyclables can stop 
by the center from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday and Sat-
urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
the community safe, we ask 
that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 
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Trash is a possible danger when it comes to spreading COVID-19.

Trash can pose 
COVID-19 risk

See TRASH, page 10

Schools 
remain 
closed

By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

GREENVILLE—Schoo l s 
will remain closed statewide 
through mid-April and the state’s 
fi rst temporary hospital was 
completed in New York City on 
Friday as New York remains the 
nation’s epicenter for the novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Schools will now remain 
closed statewide through April 
15. Schools across New York 
were ordered closed March 18 
through April 1 to be reassessed 
every two weeks. The state’s 
waiver was extended for school 
districts to receive state aid with-
out holding physical classes for 
180 days. 

During this time, schools are 
still required to provide continu-
ity of instruction, meals for stu-
dents and information on avail-
able childcare resources

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier,” 
said Greenville Central School 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland. “When the District 
receives additional guidance 
concerning the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, we will be able 
to share more details and answer 
additional questions, including 
those surrounding spring break, 
grading, and other regulatory 
requirements. We recognize the 
diffi culties faced by our students 
and families and ask for patience 
during these unprecedented 
times.”

“Our teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families have done an 
amazing job working together to 
keep our students engaged while 
schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
proposed budget amend-
ment that would cut local 
voices out of the solar per-
mitting process is moving 
forward despite pushback 
from Greene and Columbia 
county officials.

Negotiations are con-
tinuing on the proposed 
changes to siting solar and 
wind energy, known as the 
Accelerated Renewable 
Energy Growth and Com-
munity Benefit Act, said 
Jordan Levine, deputy com-
munications director for the 
energy and environment in 
the office of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“It is impossible to say 

if anything outside the 
normal will get done, but 
renewable energy siting is 
still on the table,” he said.

Since the budget amend-
ment was announced on 
Feb. 21, local officials have 
warned that changing so-
lar siting laws to abolish 
the existing review process 
would violate home rule 
and diminish local author-
ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
Supervisor Rick Hanse.

“We are at the mercy 
of the state whether they 
take it out of the budget, 

and should it pass, the state 
will have complete authori-
ty to override town zoning 
laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
ist.”

Hanse said local offi-
cials have been lobbying 
lawmakers to debate the 
proposed amendment sep-
arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 

the amount of ‘touch’ our drivers have on garbage.”
— CARMEN BARBATO JR., OWNER OF CARMEN BARBATO, INC.

O�  cials are 
concerned that the 
proposed changes 

could accelerate the 
development of solar 
farms across Greene 

and Columbia 
counties, including 

Hecate Energy’s 
proposed 700-acre 

facility in Copake and 
the Flint Mine solar 

project in Coxsackie.
See SOLAR, page 10

County commemorates 9/11 tragedy
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CAIRO — It has been 21 years since 
a pair of airplanes struck the World Trade 
Center, and terrorist attacks in a fi eld in 
Pennsylvania and at the Pentagon sent the 
nation into mourning.

More than two decades later, ceremo-
nies and commemorations honored those 
lost in the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks 
and the sacrifi ces made by the fi rst re-
sponders who rendered aid to the injured 
and fallen.

Greene County held its traditional 
9/11 memorial service on the grounds of 
Greene County Emergency Services on 
Volunteer Drive in Cairo on Sept. 11.

“It’s hard to believe that 21 years have 
passed since that fateful day,” Greene 
County Legislator Matt Luvera said to 
open the program. “For many of us, it still 
seems like yesterday and the sense of loss 
is ever present.”

Luvera pointed out that many young 

adults today were not even born on the 
day the towers fell. He encouraged those 
who do remember to keep those memo-
ries alive by sharing them with younger 
generations.

“We are ushering in a new generation 
of adults who were not yet born on Sept. 
11, 2001,” Luvera said. “It is vital that 
we remember those who gave their lives 
that day, as well as those who give their 
lives every day in service to their com-
munities.”

Assemblyman Chris Tague, R-102, 
thanked fi rst responders who sacrifi ced 
that day, as well as those in Greene Coun-
ty who continue to respond to emergen-
cies and keep the community safe.

“I hope none of the fi rst responders 
here with us today are made to endure 
anything like what occurred 21 years 
ago,” Tague said. “I thank you all for 
stepping up to serve the people of Greene 
County and for sacrifi cing so much, miss-

See COUNTY, page 18
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Officials shine light 
on ‘deceptive’ 

drug tools
See page 5

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — Greenville 
Day — which is actually held over the 
course of two days — is coming this 
weekend and the whole community is 
invited to join in the festivities.

The 16th annual Greenville Day 
will be held this weekend on Friday 
and Saturday, Sept. 23 and 24, at 
George V. Vanderbilt Town Park on 
Route 32.

The event is organized by Com-
munity Partners of Greenville and the 
town of Greenville.

“This means a lot to the commu-
nity,” said Town Councilman Richard 
Bear, also a member of Community 
Partners. “The community gets to 
come out and enjoy a good time for 
the kids and come out as a family. The 
kids have a good time riding the rides 
and the families get to go around and 
see all the vendors that are out there.”

Carnival rides will be free of 
charge. There will also be free pony 
rides.

“A lot of kids don’t get to ride a 
pony and this year there will be free 
pony rides,” Bear said. “It’s all about 
the enjoyment of the kids and the fam-
ilies.”

There will be more vendors at this 
year’s Greenville Day events than ever 
before, Bear said.

“This year we have over 60 ven-
dors. We have never had that many,” 
the town councilman said. “We have 
all kinds of vendors that wanted to be 
a part of this event from all over. They 
are coming from as far north as Alba-
ny and from down towards the city.”

In addition to providing fami-
ly-friendly entertainment, the annual 
event also has an added benefi t, he 
said.

“It means a lot to the economy in 
our community,” Bear said. “It brings 
people here to the town and shows 
people what our town is all about and 
what we have to offer.”

In 2021, more than 3,000 peo-
ple attended over the two days of the 
event, according to Community Part-

See DAY, page 13

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CAIRO — Hundreds of fi refi ghters and 
auxiliary members marched in the 134th an-
nual dress parade of the Greene County Vol-
unteer Firemen’s Association convention as 
crowds lined the streets and cheered.

The parade, held Sept. 10, was the culmi-
nation of several days of ceremonies, dinners 

and meetings, with the fun-fi lled Mardi Gras 
parade on Friday evening and the dress parade 

Saturday afternoon.
Fire companies from across Greene Coun-

ty marched, along with neighboring Coey-
mans, Ravena and Westerlo fi re departments, 
and beyond. The U.S. Marine Corps Marching 
Band was the fi rst marching unit, providing 
patriotic entertainment. Numerous marching 
bands performed, including a fi fe and drum 

See PARADE, page 19
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A Greenville Fire District truck makes its way down the parade route.
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First responders salute the flag at the opening of the 9/11 Memorial Service in Cairo.
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Cairo hosted the 134th annual Greene County Volunteer Firemen’s Asso-
ciation Convention dress parade Sept. 10.

GOOD NEWS: 

Hundreds march in annual 
firefighters’ dress parade

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The East Durham Volunteer Fire Company participated in the weekend’s 
festivities.

Convention honors Greenville’s Firefi ghters of the Year
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SEPTEMBER 2022
23-24 - Greenville Day Weekend, at George 
V. Vanderbilt Town Park, on Town Park Road. 
Free carnival rides, music, yard sale, craft-
ers, fi reworks and more. Visit cpog.org for 
schedule. Free admission.
24 - 2nd Annual Great Blue Heron Fall Flight 
with the Rookery of Revelers, line-up begins 
at 3 p.m. at 402 Main Street, Catskill, and 
will proceed down Main Street and end at 
creekside on Water Street. Costumes, masks 
and festive attire are encouraged.
24 - Performance: “Heartbeat Ophelia,” a 
staged reading at 7:30 p.m. at Bridge Street 
Theatre’s “Priscilla” Mainstage, 44 West 
Bridge Street, Catskill. Admission is suggest-
ed $10 donation and is only available at the 
door on the day of the performance. Visit 
www.roundthebendtheatre.org for more 
information.
24 - Athens Cultural Center Presents: Dust 
Bowl Faeries and Thin Edge Films, an eve-
ning of music and video projections at the 
Athens Church, 12 South Franklin Street, 
Athens. Program begins at 8 p.m. Free ad-
mission, donations will be accepted.
25 - Performance: “Heartbeat Ophelia,” a 
staged reading at 2 p.m. at Bridge Street 
Theatre’s “Priscilla” Mainstage, 44 West 
Bridge Street, Catskill. Admission is suggest-
ed $10 donation and is only available at the 
door on the day of the performance. Visit 
www.roundthebendtheatre.org for more 
information.

29-1 - Flyday Music Festival, at Blackthorne 
Resort, 348 Sunside Road, East Durham. Vis-
it www.fl ydaymusicfestival.com/tickets to 
purchase tickets.

OCTOBER 2022
1 - Dinner Among the Pines, annual fund-
raising event for Cornell Cooperative Ex-
tension of Columbia & Greene Counties, 6-8 
p.m., at Agroforestry Resource Center, 6055 
Route 23, Acra. Cost: $105 for one, $200 for 
two.
1-2 - Colors in the Catskills Fall Festival, 12-6 
p.m., at Hunter Mountain, 64 Klein Avenue, 
Hunter. Free admission.
3 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at Cai-
ro Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
4 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
at Durham Town Hall, 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
6 - Cairo Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., at 
Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
7 - First Fridays Catskill, all day, Main Street, 
village of Catskill. Free admission.
7-9 - 16th Annual Gavin’s Guinness Okto-
berfest, Friday 7-9 p.m., Saturday and Sun-
day noon to close, at Gavin’s, 118 Golden 
Hill Road, Cornwallville. Free admission.
7-10 - Catskill Mountain Makers Camp, at 
Blackthorne Resort, 348 Sunside Road, East 
Durham. Tickets $15 to $200.
8-9 - Colors in the Catskills Fall Festival, 12-6 
p.m., at Hunter Mountain, 64 Klein Avenue, 
Hunter. Free admission.
8-9 - Windham’s 27th Annual Autumn Aff air, 

1-5 p.m., at 5410 Route 23, Windham. Free 
admission. 
8 - Hudson Valley Dance Festival, perfor-
mances at 2 p.m. and 5 p.m., 1 Main Street, 
Catskill. Tickets $40 and up.
8 - Cultivate Catskill’s 2nd Saturday Trunk 
Sales - Cars $5, trucks $10, at Bridge and Wa-
ter streets, Catskill.
9 - 3rd Annual Community Reading of “Rip 
Van Winkle,” 2 p.m. at Mountain Top Histor-
ical Society’s Ulster and Delaware Train Sta-
tion, 5132 Route 23A, Haines Falls. Readers 
wanted. Sign up by emailing mthsdirector@
mths.org or calling 518-589-6657.
10 - Columbus Day. Cairo town offi  ces 
closed.
15-16 - Colors in the Catskills Fall Festival, 
12-6 p.m., at Hunter Mountain, 64 Klein Av-
enue, Hunter. Free admission.
17 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
at Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Green-
ville.
18 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
19 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at 
Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo. 
21-23 - Halloween in the Catskills, at Black-
thorne Resort, 348 Sunside Road, East 
Durham. 

NOVEMBER 2022
1 - Durham Town Board workshop, 7:30 
p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  
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THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

To have your organiza-
tion’s events added to our 

calendar, please enter them 
online at www.greenvillepi-

oneer.com
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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events or public meetings. Please stay safe and stay home.
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.
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Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

2               The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  October 22, 2021

news@greenvillepioneer.com   •  www.greenvillepioneer.com
413-212-0130 

ADVERTISING - All advertising requests must be made one week in advance. 

NEWS DESK - News items must be received twelve days prior to publication.  

OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed with a funeral home. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. Authors are limited to one letter every 30 days. 
Letters are published at the discretion of the editor and must be original content.  

POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 164 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 149 
Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The cost for a subscription is $36 annually.

Mark Vinciguerra
PRESIDENT

Warren Dews, Jr., 
PUBLISHER 

wdewsjr@gmail.com

2	 	 													The Greenville Pioneer • Friday, April 24, 2020

news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  •  www.greenvillepioneer.com 
413-212-0130

ADVERTISING - All advertising requests must be made one week in advance.  

NEWS DESK - News items must be received ten days prior to publication.   

OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed with a funeral home.  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. Authors are limited to one letter every 30 days. 
Letters are published at the discretion of the editor and must be original content.  

POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is published every other Friday by Capital  
Region Independent Media, 164 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 149 
Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The cost for a subscription is $30 annually.

Mark Vinciguerra
Publisher

Warren Dews, Jr., 
General ManaGer 

wdewsjr@gmail.com

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic there are no upcoming 
events or public meetings. Please stay safe and stay home.

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies 
consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel 

Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Terminal & 
Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and 

Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and 
management team to always perform at the highest levels of 
safety and professionalism. We deliver service by maintaining 
a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and 

integrity drive our actions on and off the job.

494 Western Turnpike  
Altamont, NY

Phone: 518.355.6034 
www.carvercompanies.com

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

For over 30 years, the Carver 
Company’s Core Compe-

tencies consist of General & 
Marine Construction, Sand 

and Gravel Mining, Property 
Management, Port, Stevedor-

ing, Terminal & Warehouse 
Management, Maritime and 
Logistics, and Tug and Barge 

Marine Towing. 494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CAIRO — State Sen. Michelle 
Hinchey, D-46, recently announced 
that funding has been provided to 
bring the PFC Joseph P. Dwyer 
Veteran Peer Support Program to 
Greene County for the fi rst time.

A total of $185,000 has been 
secured in the Fiscal Year 2023 
state budget to bring the program to 
Greene County, and a total of $7.7 
million will expand the program 
statewide to support veterans across 
New York, Hinchey said.

Locally, the Dwyer Program 
will be administered by the Hud-
son Valley Center for Veteran Re-
integration in partnership with the 
Greene County Veterans Service 
Agency and the Greene County 
Department of Mental Health. 

“I fought to bring the Joseph P. 
Dwyer Program to Greene County 
because this program is a model 
for veterans’ assistance that saves 
lives,” Hinchey said. “Our local 
veterans — no matter what war 
they served in or what stage they’re 

at in their transition back into civil-
ian life — deserve to have strong 
local connections to peer-to-peer 
support,” Hinchey said. 

She continued, “Our veterans 
have sacrifi ced everything for us, 
and it has been my honor to secure 
this vital program expansion so 
that Greene County, and commu-
nities statewide, have the resources 
to care for their veterans and work 
towards eliminating the stigma of 
veteran mental health at large. Sup-
porting our veterans is some of the 
most important work we can do as 
a state, and I’ll never stop fi ghting 
to expand veterans’ services and ad-
vance legislation that uplifts them 
and their families.”

The Joseph P. Dwyer Program 
was created in 2012 in a partner-
ship between the Suffolk County 
United Veterans Program and the 
Suffolk Veterans Agency and pro-
vides peer-to-peer support for vet-
erans who are transitioning from 
a life in the military to civilian life 
while dealing with challenges such 
as post-traumatic stress disorder, 

traumatic brain injury and depres-
sion. Assistance is also provided for 
general reintegration support as vet-
erans return to civilian life.

The program honors the memo-
ry of Joseph P. Dwyer, a veteran of 
the Iraq War and a U.S. Army medic 
from Mount Sinai, New York, who 
lost his battle with post-traumatic 
stress disorder in 2008.

Kevin Keaveny, president of the 
Hudson Valley Center for Veteran 
Reintegration, thanked Hinchey and 
veterans’ advocates who worked to 
bring the program to Greene Coun-
ty for the fi rst time.

“This program literally saves 
the lives of veterans and their fam-
ilies and is needed now more than 
ever as veterans struggle with tran-
sitioning to civilian life during the 
pandemic,” Keaveny said. “This 
funding will enable us to continue 
our essential work of outreach and 
support to serve veterans who have 
served our country.”

Michelle Romalin Deyo, direc-
tor of the Greene County Veterans 
Service Agency, said the program 
will benefi t the county’s veterans.

“We are very grateful to Sen. 
Hinchey for all of her assistance in 
obtaining our PFC Joseph P. Dwyer 
Funding so that we can bring an 
actual program with peer support 
services to Greene County veterans, 
after years of conceptualization,” 
Romalin Deyo said.

Greene County veterans who 
would like to join the local chapter 
of the PFC Joseph P. Dwyer Pro-
gram can contact program man-
ager Arin VanDemark at arin.van-
demark@hvncvr.org or by calling 
518-719-0020. The program’s of-
fi ce is located at the Greene County 
offi ce building in Cairo, adjacent to 
Angelo Canna Town Park.

Hinchey: Veteran support 
program now in Greene County

www.facebook.com/
GreenvillePioneer

LATHAM — Sunmark Credit 
Union, a full-service, communi-
ty-chartered credit union serving 
New York through fi nancial ser-
vices and education, announced 
recently that it has exceeded $1 
billion in assets, a signifi cant mile-
stone in the credit union’s history. 

The milestone comes as Sun-
mark celebrates its 85th anniver-
sary in 2022.

“This is a remarkable achieve-
ment over a relatively short peri-
od of time, considering it took 78 
years to grow to $425 million in 

assets,” said Sunmark President 
and CEO Frank DeGraw. “The 
dedication of the entire Sunmark 
team allowed us to achieve this 
amazing growth while deliver-
ing the highest levels of member 
service and remaining fi nancially 
sound.” 

Along with the growth in as-
sets, Sunmark has also increased 
its membership to over 87,000 
members and the number of 
branches to 17. These numbers 
will grow with the planned open-
ing of a Sunmark location in Glen-

mont later this year, and one in 
Wilton in 2023.

In addition to more branch lo-
cations, Sunmark continues to add 
to their suite of product and ser-
vice offerings and remains com-
mitted to technology investments 
and enhancements. 

“Even with this exciting 
growth, Sunmark remains small 
enough to know our members, but 
big enough to meet all of their fi -
nancial needs,” DeGraw said.

Sunmark Credit Union exceeds 
$1B in assets
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a con-
viction. All persons listed are innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law. 
Charges can be amended or dismissed.

STATE POLICE
■ Clyde Wilburn, 48, of 

Catskill, was arrested Sept. 2 at 
1:50 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with two counts of seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class A misdemeanor. 
He was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Ashley Drum, 39, of Ashland, 
was arrested Sept. 2 at 1:50 a.m. in 
Catskill and charged with manufac-
ture of drug-related paraphernalia 
and seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
both class A misdemeanors. She 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Lourdes Quijano, 58, of 
Brooklyn, was arrested Sept. 4 at 
3:08 p.m. in Coxsackie and charged 
with two counts of first-degree in-
troducing dangerous contraband 
into a prison and one count of 
fifth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance with intent to 
sell, both class D felonies. She was 
released on her own recognizance.

■ Cinte Davis, 42, of Roosevelt, 
was arrested Sept. 4 at 9:30 a.m. in 
Coxsackie and charged with two 
counts of second-degree introduc-
ing contraband into a prison, a class 
A misdemeanor. Davis was issued 
an appearance ticket.

■ Marcus Durr, 30, of Athens, 
was arrested Sept. 4 at 10:06 p.m. in 
Athens and charged with operating 
a motor vehicle with a blood-alco-
hol content over 0.08% and driving 
while intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Ashley Drum, 39, of Ashland, 
was arrested Sept. 6 at 1:25 a.m. in 
Catskill and charged with manufac-
ture of drug-related paraphernalia 
and seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
both class A misdemeanors, and op-
erating a motor vehicle impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misdemean-
or. She was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Kayla Selassie, 31, of South 
Cairo, was arrested Sept. 6 at 1:35 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with 
criminal mischief/intent to damage 
property, a class A misdemeanor. 
She was issued an appearance tick-
et.

■ Michael Scalice, 36, of Red 
Hook, was arrested Sept. 7 at 5:01 
p.m. in Catskill and charged with 
second-degree bail jumping, a class 
E felony. He was held.

■ Michael Johnson, 36, of Jef-
ferson Heights, was arrested Sept. 8 
at 9:45 a.m. in Catskill and charged 

with three counts of seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class A misdemeanor. 
His arrestee status was not reported.

■ Ross Hendrick, 44, of Philm-
ont, wsa arrested Sept. 8 at 1:26 
p.m. in Catskill and charged with 
seventh-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class A 
misdemeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Yuchi Woods-Clause, 31, of 
Catskill, was arrested Sept. 9 at 
2:52 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. Woods-
Clause was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Jose Garcia, 33, of Cairo, was 
arrested Sept. 10 at 12:50 a.m. in 
Cairo and charged with aggravated 
unlicensed operation of a motor ve-
hicle and operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content over 
0.08%, both unclassified misde-
meanors. He was issued an appear-
ance ticket.

■ William Kuster, 33, of Kings-
bury, was arrested Sept. 10 at 1:48 
a.m. in Windham and charged with 
two counts of criminal mischief/
intent to damage property, and one 
count each of criminal obstruction 
of breathing, unauthorized use of 
a vehicle without the owner’s con-
sent, and resisting arrest. His arrest-
ee status was not reported.

■ Jennifer Pascuzzi, 37, of Al-
bany, was arrested Sept. 9 at 1 p.m. 
and charged with second-degree 
bail jumping, a class E felony. Her 
arrestee status was unknown.

■ Christopher Braccia, 31, of 
Leeds, was arrested Sept. 9 at 9:04 
p.m. in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Robert Thompson, 50, of New 
Baltimore, was arrested Sept. 10 at 
7:10 p.m. in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Austin Brewer, 26, of Free-
hold, was arrested Sept. 10 at 7:15 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with two 
counts of first-degree unlawful im-
prisonment, a class E felony; one 
count each of criminal contempt 
and aggravated family offense, both 
class E felonies; and one count of 
acting in a manner injurious to a 
child, a class A misdemeanor. His 
arrestee status was  not reported.

■ Bruce Millett, 29, of West 
Coxsackie, was arrested Sept. 10 
at 8:24 p.m. in Athens and charged 
with two counts of aggravated driv-
ing while intoxicated with a child, a 
class A felony; two counts of endan-
gering the welfare of a child, a class 
A misdemeanor; and one count of 
driving while intoxicated, an un-
classified misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Daniel Richardson, 44, of 
Point Pleasant, New Jersey, was ar-
rested Sept. 11 at 1:19 a.m. in Wind-
ham and charged with driving while 
intoxicated and aggravated driving 
while intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Regina Grier, 59, of Albany, 
was arrested Sept. 10 at 1:57 p.m. 
in Coxsackie and charged with 
three counts each of first-degree 
prison contraband and fifth-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance with intent to sell, both 
class D felonies. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Nakia Romeo, 43, of Voor-
heesville, was arrested Sept. 10 
at 11:20 p.m. in Greenville and 
charged with aggravated unlicensed 
operation of a motor vehicle, a class 
E felony, and operating a motor 
vehicle with a blood-alcohol con-
tent over 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified mis-
demeanors. Romeo was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Chase Halse, 30, of Westerlo, 
was arrested Sept. 11 at 1:07 p.m. 
in Athens and charged with sec-
ond-degree criminal trespassing, a 
class A misdemeanor. He was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Emahnee Shelton, 24, of 
Schenectady, was arrested Sept. 

11 at 12:27 p.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with second-degree con-
traband to prisoners, a class A mis-
demeanor. Shelton was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ An unidentified 18-year-old, 
of New York City, was arrested 
Sept. 11 at 8 p.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with second-degree contra-
band to prisoners, a class A misde-
meanor. The individual was issued 
an appearance ticket.

■ Scott Herbek, 45, of Leeds, 
was arrested Sept. 11 at 9:03 p.m. 
in Greenville and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Ethan Bass, 28, of Downs-
ville, was arrested Sept. 13 at 5:42 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with sec-
ond-degree bail jumping, a class E 
felony. He was held.

■ George Besculides, 77, of 
Windham, was arrested Sept. 13 at 
11:17 p.m. in Windham and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He was 
released to a third party.

■ Joshua White, 35, of Maplec-
rest, was arrested Sept. 15 at 12:31 
a.m. in Jewett and charged with 
driving while intoxicated and ag-
gravated driving while intoxicated, 
both unclassified misdemeanors. 
He was issued an appearance ticket.

■ George Stough, 60, of Cai-
ro, was arrested Sept. 15 at 11:08 
a.m. in Cairo and charged with sec-
ond-degree aggravated harassment. 
He was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Jeffrey Pewarski, 32, of Sur-
prise, was arrested Sept. 15 at 11:58 

p.m. in Catskill and charged with 
driving while intoxicated and ag-
gravated driving while intoxicated, 
both unclassified misdemeanors. 
He was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Christopher Romak, 28, of 
Cairo, was arrested Sept. 16 at 2:30 
a.m. in Durham and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Travis Liddle, 44, of Howes 
Cave, was arrested Sept. 16 at 3:49 
a.m. in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, a class A 
misdemeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Ronda Fusco, 54, of Athens, 
was arrested Sept. 16 at 4:30 p.m. 
in Cairo and charged with third-de-
gree criminal possession of a weap-
on, a class D felony, and second-de-
gree menacing/weapon, acting in 
a manner injurious to a child and 
fourth-degree criminal possession 
of a weapon with intent to use, all 
class A misdemeanors. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance.

■ Michael Bertine, 54, of Mass-
apequa Park, was arrested Sept. 17 at 
10:24 p.m. in Durham and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Iquasha Veazy, 23, of Bing-
hamton, was arrested Sept. 17 
at 11:55 a.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with second-degree intro-
duction of contraband into a prison, 
a class A misdemeanor. Veazy was 
issued an appearance ticket.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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UNITED
WITH YOU

During these challenging 
times, you can rely on your 
newspaper to provide 
details about any resources 
that may be available 
to assist those who are 
vulnerable and in-need.

Together we help one another.
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n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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Ameriprise financial advisors have access to a wide selection of products 

and services including investment products, insurance, brokerage services 
and other solutions to help you meet your needs for education savings, 

protection, estate planning, retirement and more.

RECOGNIZED INDUSTRY LEADER

www.Ameripriseadvisors.com/team/sm-miller-associates/resources

O: 518.458.7200 x 109  |  F: 518.458.7201  |  M: 518.337.0898

UNITED
WITH YOU

During these challenging 
times, you can rely on your 
newspaper to provide 
details about any resources 
that may be available 
to assist those who are 
vulnerable and in-need.

Together we help one another.

Send us your church listing!
news@greenville 

pioneer.com

CAIRO — Awards were given 
out to fire companies in numerous 
categories at the annual Greene 
County Volunteer Firemen’s Asso-
ciation convention dress parade.

Here is a list of the winners:
APPARATUS
Apparatus – 1-5 years 2nd Place 

– Round Top 
Apparatus – 1-5 years 1st Place 

– New Baltimore
Apparatus – 6-12 years 2nd 

Place – Haines Falls
Apparatus – 6-12 years 1st 

Place – Kiskatom
Apparatus – 13-20 years 2nd 

Place – New Baltimore
Apparatus – 13-20 years 1st 

Place – Palenville
Apparatus – 21 + Years 2nd 

Place – Medway Grapeville
Apparatus – 21 + Years 1st 

Place – Kiskatom
ANTIQUE VEHICLES 
Antique Motorized Out of Ser-

vice 2nd Place – Hunter
Antique Motorized Out of Ser-

vice 1st Place – New Baltimore
Antique Non-Motorized Out of 

Service 2nd Place – Windham
Antique Non-Motorized Out of 

Service 1st Place – Cairo
DRUM LINE
Overall Drum Line – 2nd Place 

– J.W. Hoysradt
Overall Drum Line – 1st Place – 

New Baltimore
MUSICAL UNIT
Overall Musical Unit – 2nd 

Place – St Peters Band
Overall Musical Unit – 1st Place 

– USMC Band
COLOR GUARD
Non-Firematic Color Guard – 

2nd Place – Greene County Sher-
iff’s Office

Non-Firematic Color Guard – 
1st Place – St. Peter’s Band

Firematic Color Guard – 3rd 
Place – Tannersville 

Firematic Color Guard – 2nd 
Place – Town of Athens

Firematic Color Guard – 1st 

Place – New Baltimore
AUXILIARY
Auxiliary – Under 5 – 2nd Place 

– Greenville
Auxiliary – Under 5 – 1st Place 

– Cairo
Auxiliary – 5-7 in line – 2nd 

Place – Town of Athens
Auxiliary – 5-7 in line – 1st 

Place – Coxsackie Hose Co. No. 3
Auxiliary – 8-10 in line – 2nd 

Place – Earlton
Auxiliary – 8-10 in line – 1st 

Place - Palenville
Auxiliary – 11-plus in line – 1st 

Place – DM Hamilton Steamer Co. 
No. 2

Auxiliary – 5-plus in line 
WITHOUT Music – Haines Falls

MEMBERS
Members – 5-8 in line – 1st 

Place – Windham
Members – 9-15 in line – 3rd 

Place – Catskill
Members – 9-15 in line – 2nd 

Place – Lexington
Members – 9-15 in line – 1st 

Place – Coxsackie Hose Co. No. 3
Members – 16-24 in line – 3rd 

Place – East Durham
Members – 16-24 in line – 2nd 

Place – Kiskatom
Members – 16-24 in line – 1st 

Place – Earlton
Members – 25-plus in line – 2nd 

Place – DM Hamilton Steamer Co. 
No. 2

Members – 25-plus in line – 1st 
Place – Town of Athens

Members – 5-plus in line WITH-
OUT Music – Medway-Grapeville

OUT OF COUNTY
Out of County – Best Appearing 

Men’s – 2nd Place – Ravena
Out of County – Best Appearing 

Men’s – 1st Place – East Greenbush
Out of County – Best Appearing 

Auxiliary – 1st Place – No Winner
IN COUNTY
In County – Best Appearing 

Members – Palenville
In County – Best Appearing 

Auxiliary – New Baltimore

County firefighters’ 
parade awards
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Carver Companies fundamental belief has been to provide 
unparalleled service all while maintaining our values of honesty 
and integrity both on land and sea. We pride ourselves on our 
unmatched logistics services and superior products to our 
customers, partners and tenants. We work hard to inspire our 
diverse, well-rounded workforce and management team to always 
perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism.

CONSTRUCTION MARITIME MATERIALS

The Pioneer of Integrative 
Solutions on Land and Sea

HEADQUARTERS: 494 WESTERN TURNPIKE | ALTAMONT, NY |  518.355.6034

WWW.CARVERCOMPANIES.COM

30+ Years
IN THE INDUSTRY

5 Ports
on the East Coast and Canada

2,000+ Pcs
OF EQUIPMENT

22 Hope Plaza, Coxsackie, NY 12192

Online Booking: 
SoulSerenitySpa.org

Full Body 
Waxing

Nails and 
Massages

Book with 
Savanah

518.545.8452

William John Von Atzingen
GREENVILLE – William John 

“Bill” Von Atzingen, 88, passed 
away peacefully at home on 
Sunday, Sept. 11, 2022, sur-
rounded by his family. 

He was born on Dec. 14, 
1933, in Jersey City, New 
Jersey, to the late William 
Joseph and Edna Mae Heim 
Von Atzingen. Bill was raised in 
Jersey City and after graduating 
from Dickinson High School, 
he attended SUNY Cobleskill 
in 1954. He joined the Army in 
January of 1955 and was Hon-
orably Discharged in December 
of 1956. 

Bill worked with his dad at 
Atzingen Whitehouse Dairy in 
Jersey City, and after moving 
to Greenville, he worked as 
the postmaster for two years, 
owned and operated Von’s 
Department Store for 27 years, 
and was a partner in STG with 
his friends, Zan Bryant and 
George Jones. 

Bill served on the advisory 
boards of Norstar Bank, Nation-
al Bank of Coxsackie, Pioneer 
Insurance Company, and Stiefel 

Research. He was a life mem-
ber of the Greenville Rotary 
Club (61 years), a member of 
the Greenville Volunteer Fire 
Company, the Greenville Rescue 
Squad, and of the Green-
ville-Norton Hill United Method-
ist Church. He was a member 
of the Greenville Chamber of 
Commerce, the PTA, chairman 
of the Red Cross Blood Mobile 
for 10 years, and coached Little 
League and Babe Ruth. 

Bill enjoyed golfing, skiing, 
baseball, bowling, poker/cards, 

croquet, and was an avid sports 
fan: a lifelong Dodgers and New 
York Giants fan. In addition to 
his parents and his stepmother, 
Louise Catherine Schmedes 
Von Atzingen, he is prede-
ceased by his sister, Jeanette, 
and brother-in-law, Ed Glynn. 

Bill is survived by his beloved 
wife of 67 years, Susan B. 
Anthony “Sue” Von Atzingen; his 
children, William Von Atzingen 
(Deb), LuAnn Quackenbush 
(Mark), Lori Von Atzingen (John); 
and his grandchildren, Jeffrey 
Quackenbush, Martina Ferro 
and Will Von Atzingen.

As per his wishes, Bill has 
been privately cremated. Bill 
was interred on Sunday, Sept. 
18 at 12 p.m. in the Greenville 
Cemetery, State Route 32, 
Greenville, with a graveside 
memorial service for friends 
and family. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations to the 
Greenville Rotary Club, P.O. Box 
591, Greenville, NY 12083 will 
be appreciated. Condolences 
can be posted at ajcunningham-
fh.com.

William John Von Atzingen

Obituaries Edward Alan Dermody
Edward Alan Dermody “Big 

Ed,” 78, of Preston Hollow, 
passed away on Friday, Sept. 
9, 2022, at his home. 

Edward was born in Kings-
ton, NY, to the late Edward 
and Elsie (Finch) Dermody on 
Dec. 6, 1943. He was raised 
in Kingston and attended 
Kingston High School. 

Ed owned and operated his 
own flooring company (Ed’s 
Carpet Service) for over 50 
years. He had a passion for 
woodworking and could always 
be found at his home wood-
shop making furniture, bird 
houses, dog houses and all 
sorts of wood projects. 

Ed had a wicked sense of 
humor and could always be 
found sporting his rainbow 
Crocs and T-shirts with sar-
castic quotes. He was always 
planning his next tattoo even 
though he was quickly running 
out of space to put them! 

Edward is survived by his 
beloved wife of 40 years, 
Marie Dermody. In addition to 
his wife, he is survived by his 
son Brian (Kim) Dermody; their 
sons, Nicholas and Zachary. 
Daughter Traci (Brian) Kane, 
their daughters; Brittani Kane 
(C.K.), and Erin Kane (Stretch), 
and her fiancé, Daniel Conlon. 
Ed leaves behind his beloved 

“Fur kids” Miss Molly and Mr. 
Dexter. In addition to Ed’s 
parents he is predeceased 
by three brothers — James, 
Donald and William. 

Calling hours were Wednes-
day, Sept. 14, from 1-3 p.m. 
at A.J. Cunningham Funeral 
Home, 4898 State Route 
81, Greenville, NY 12083. 
A funeral service was con-
ducted at 3 p.m., followed by 
private cremation. Memorial 
donations may be made to 
St. Jude’s Children Hospital, 
ALSAC/St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, 501 St. 
Jude Place Memphis, TN 
38105 or Shriners Hospital 
for Children, 2900 Rocky Point 
Drive, Tampa, Florida 33607. 
Condolence page is available 
at ajcunninghamfh.com.

Edward Alan Dermody

Douglas L. Palmer, Sr.
Douglas “Doug” L. Palm-

er, Sr., of Greenville Center, 
passed away peacefully at 
home on his 77th birthday, 
Wednesday, Sept. 7, 2022. 

He was born in Catskill on 
Sept. 7, 1945, to his parents, 
the late Sheldon A. and Allie 
E. Palmer. He was a lifelong 
resident of Greenville Center. 
He attended Greenville Central 
School and started his working 
career at Sunny Hill Farms as 
a teenager before moving onto 
surveying and operating heavy 
equipment. He spent the 
last 46 years at Royal Metal 
Products. 

He was a former member of 
the Greenville School Board 
and Freehold Fire Department. 
He enjoyed attending car 
shows, basketball games, 
music by the river and the 
town gazebo. He could always 
be seen at Cumberland Farms, 
getting his daily cup of coffee. 
He also enjoyed riding through 
the countryside, reminiscing 
with family and friends, and 
keeping a meticulous lawn. 

In addition to his parents, 
he was predeceased by his 
brother, Dale Palmer; his 

sister, Darlene Stickle; and his 
nephew, Scott Zibura.

Doug is survived by his 
daughter, Jennifer (Vincenzo) 
Abate; his son, Douglas (Eas-
ter) Palmer, Jr.; lifelong friend 
and former spouse, Geraldine 
Carey; grandchildren, Izabella 
“Bella” and Vito Abate; neph-
ews, Frank (Denise) Zibura 
and family, Bryan (Amy) Zibura 
and family; niece, Lisa (Todd) 
Koehler and family; brother-in-
law, Danny Carey; sister-in-law, 
Noreen Carey; and many other 
nieces and nephews.

As per his wishes, Doug 
has been privately cremated. 
Memorial visitation was held 
on Monday, Sept. 12, from 4-7 
p.m. at the A.J. Cunningham 
Funeral Home, 4898 State 
Route 81, Greenville. In lieu 
of flowers, donations can be 
made to either the Greenville 
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 332, 
Greenville, NY 12083; the 
Greenville American Legion 
Post 291, P.O. Box 132, 
Greenville, NY 12083; or to 
a charity of one’s choice. 
Condolences can be posted at 
ajcunninghamfh.com.

Carol Ann Cooke
OAK HILL – Carol Ann “Cook-

ie” Cooke, 82, passed away 
peacefully on Friday, Sept. 9, 
2022.

Carol was born in Catskill on 
June 24, 1940, daughter of 
the late Fredrick “Pete” Cooke 
and Margaret Goff Cooke. She 
was raised on the family farm 
in Oak Hill and was a gradu-
ate of Greenville High School, 
class of 1958, and Hudson 
Valley Community College. She 
also lived in Manhattan and in 
Greenwich, Connecticut.  

Carol was employed as a 
secretary at the former Durham 
Pharmaceutical Company, a 
division of the former Stiefel 
Laboratories in Oak Hill, 
retiring after 38 years with the 
company. She was a member 
of Greenville American Legion 
Unit 291 Ladies Auxiliary, and 
the Women’s Intercounty Golf 
Association, being a member 
of leagues at Thunderhart 
and Blackhead Mountain Golf 
Clubs. In addition, she en-
joyed bowling, skiing, flying, 
traveling, and participating in 
aerobics and Zumba.

Carol did many things over 
the years, but golf became her 
passion. Four or five days a 

week you would find her on a 
golf course, if not locally, then 
traveling to play in the Inter-
county League. She had a set 
of clubs at a friend’s in Texas, 
and another set at her in-laws 
in Florida so she could play 
while visiting them.

She had owned and ridden 
horses while still living on the 
farm, and would tell of the 
friends she rode with and the 
places they rode.

Carol skied both downhill 
and cross country, and has 
been to Germany and Switzer-
land to ski with Gesa, a friend 
from Germany who she met 
while living in Manhattan.

On Valentine’s Day in 1986, 
after telling her mother that 
she was going shopping, she 
and Jim went to a Durham 
Justice of the Peace and they 
were married, with Ray and 
Kate Reed as best man and 
matron of honor.

Carol is survived by her hus-
band, James D. Wilcox; nieces, 
Donna Lynn Coon of Albany, 
Oregon, and Debbie Jo Holden 
of Las Vegas, Nevada; grand-
nephew, Zachary R.J. Lee; 
father-in-law, Roger A. Wilcox; 
brothers and sisters-in-law, 

K.C. and Lisa Wilcox, Michael 
and Kathy Wilcox, Kathleen 
and David Wenck, Mark and 
Renee Wilcox, and John and 
Jeanne Bensen; many cousins, 
nieces, nephews, godchildren 
and their families. In addi-
tion to her parents, she was 
predeceased by her brother, 
Robert L. Cooke; nephew, R.L. 
Cooke; and mother-in-law, Mary 
L. Wilcox.

Calling hours were Friday, 
Sept. 16, from 4-7 p.m. at A.J. 
Cunningham Funeral Home, 
4898 State Route 81, Green-
ville. The funeral was Saturday, 
Sept. 17, at 1 p.m. at the fu-
neral home, followed by burial 
in Greenville Cemetery.

The family would like to 
thank Community Hospice, St. 
Peter’s Hospice, Durham Am-
bulance, and Greenville Res-
cue Squad for the prompt and 
caring manner in which they 
provided for Carol’s needs, and 
the A.J. Cunningham Funeral 
Home for their assistance; 
and to the many friends and 
relatives for their cards, flow-
ers, visits, calls, meals and 
prayers. Condolence page is 
available at ajcunninghamfh.
com.



The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  September 23, 2022                                                                                         5

Utility bill issues raised at Hinchey town hall
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CAIRO — Utility bills and 
housing were among the topics 
raised by residents at a town hall 
meeting hosted by state Sen. Mi-
chelle Hinchey recently.

About 30 residents turned out 
for the town hall at Angelo Canna 
Town Park.

Hinchey, D-46, opened the 
meeting by explaining that the 46th 
State Senate District covers 2,000 
square miles and includes all of 
Greene County. Over 1,000 family 
farms are housed in the district.

“We have the most rural dis-
trict in the majority conference,” 
Hinchey said. “That puts us in a 
really important position to be ad-
vocating for the issues that we face 
in our communities and in rural ar-
eas because a lot of my colleagues 
have very different constituencies, 
so it puts us in a unique position of 
advocating for places like Greene 
County.”

Hinchey pointed to legislation 
she championed through the state 
senate.

“Myself and our offi ce passed 
53 bills through the state Legisla-
ture — that is either the most or top 
two most bills passed by a singular 
offi ce or legislator in the entire Leg-
islature,” she said.

The bills include those that have 
either been signed into law or are 
awaiting approval by the governor.

“All 53 bills passed with wide 
bipartisan support, many of them 
unanimously through the Senate, 
which says a lot of the things that 
we are fi ghting for are not parti-
san issues, they are issues that are 
actually making communities like 
Greene and rural areas better for 
everybody,” Hinchey said.

Among the legislation she 
pointed to was a bill expanding 
broadband access in rural areas.

“Because of that bill, we actu-
ally know people that have internet 
who didn’t before that bill was put 
in place and signed, including right 
here in Greene County,” Hinchey 
said.

Other bills she pushed through 
the state Senate expanded health 
care services; setting up the state’s 
fi rst Rural Ambulance Task Force 
to identify what kinds of support 
rural ambulance services need; in-
creased funding for farmland pro-
tection and FFA (Future Farmers of 
America); and codifying the Nour-
ish New York program, in which 
the state purchases food from local 
farms and gives that food to food 
pantries and food banks.

“No matter who you are, where 
you come from, what your eco-
nomic status, you deserve to have 
healthy, locally sourced food,” 
Hinchey said. “That is a part of 
health care, it’s mental health, it’s 
incredibly important to help our 
kids learn better. We codifi ed that 

program, allocated funding to it and 
created a whole new market for our 
farmers.”

One piece of legislation Hinchey 
advocated for provided protections 
for abortion providers.

“That is the only bill that passed 
along party lines in a package of 
bills to support reproductive health, 
which is health care,” Hinchey said.

Increased funding for road in-
frastructure brought an additional 
$6 million to Greene County, and 
state funding created 145 new uni-
versal pre-kindergarten seats in the 
county, she said.

“That’s 145 kids who can not 
only get early childhood education 
and start to learn and socialize,” the 
state senator said, “it’s also rough-
ly 145 families that can get back to 
work and start bringing more of an 
income into their families and into 
their communities.”

Residents were given the oppor-
tunity to ask questions. 

Aniston Keff, of Cairo, inquired 
about housing.

“Housing has obviously been a 
big issue since COVID,” Keff said. 
“Tenants are very concerned about 
their future. Do you support the 
Good Cause Eviction bill to protect 
tenants that is pending in Albany?”

That bill would provide addi-
tional protections for tenants.

“Housing is a critical issue,” 
Hinchey responded. “One of the 
things we realized is that most of 
the funding for housing goes to 
more urban areas — it goes to New 
York City or the Big Five — Buffa-
lo, Albany, Syracuse, Rochester and 

Schenectady. People don’t think 
about communities like ours in ru-
ral areas having a housing crisis, but 
we do, and we knew it was coming, 
but the pandemic pushed it into 
overdrive even faster. My offi ce led 
the biggest investment in upstate 
housing that our state has ever had 
because we need to do a lot to build 
more housing, to protect people 
from unconscionable rent increases 
and a host of things.”

The Legislature provided $50 
million in new funding for Commu-
nity Land Banks to rehabilitate so-
called zombie properties that are in 
poor condition and off the tax rolls, 
and to convert them to affordable 
housing, she said. 

A second bill created a funding 
stream for developers who want to 
build affordable housing of 20 units 
or less, Hinchey said.

Resident George Muldoon 
asked about Central Hudson and 
billing issues county residents have 
been experiencing, leading to a se-
ries of questions about the utility 
company from the audience.

“I own a business and I have 
customers that have said they called 
[Central Hudson] for eight hours 
straight, fi nally got a hold of some-
body, and got cut off, and then they 
have to start all over again,” Char-
lene Muldoon said.

Others cited skyrocketing utility 
bills. 

Hinchey encouraged anyone 
who is having trouble reaching 
Central Hudson to call her offi ce 
and her staff will assist them. She 
also pointed to a pair of Public Ser-

vice Commission investigations 
that are currently underway.

“It is off the rails what is hap-
pening in our communities,” 
Hinchey said. “We found out about 
the estimated billing problem a year 
ago when we were out in the com-
munity. We realized it was an esti-
mated billing scheme with a totally 
proprietary formula. All utilities 
were directed by the Public Service 
Commission to provide people with 
bills every month — they used to do 
it every other month — and instead 
of reading the meters, what Central 
Hudson did was they sent an esti-
mated bill every other month.”

Both estimated billing practic-
es and rates hikes proposed by the 
utility company are currently under 
investigation by the PSC, Hinchey 
said.

Cairo resident Dorothy True 
asked about fees that are included 
on Central Hudson bills.

“If you look at your bill, there is 
a new charge under the line of fees 
— there are about seven or eight 
fees. You don’t know what they are 
for, they are all abbreviated, you 
can’t understand what they are or 
call and get an answer on what the 
fees are,” True said. “This month 
there is an extra fee, and if you add 
up all the fees, it’s more than $20 
every month, depending on how 
much electricity you use. We are at 
their mercy. What recourse do we 
have?”

Hinchey reiterated that her of-
fi ce can help residents who are ex-
periencing diffi culty reaching out to 
the company and getting answers, 
and that the Public Service Com-
mission is currently investigating 
the issues. The Legislature will also 
look at a possible law that could be 
passed requiring companies to be 
explicit in the fees they are charging 
their customers.

34 Hope Plaza, 
West Coxsackie, NY 12192

518-731-4800

TWO LOCATIONS:
4852 Route 81, 

Greenville, NY 12083

518-966-4800

Voted The Best Pharmacy in 
Greene County For Two Years Running. 

This award ceremony is put on by Greene County Chamber 
of Commerce and voted on by Greene County residents.

MEDICATION SERVICES
• Prescription Refills and Transfers
• Home Delivery
• Compounding
• Compounding for Pets
• Durable Medical Equipment
• Erectile Dysfunction Medication
• Immunizations
• Medication Adherence
• Medication Synchronization
• Medication Therapy Management
• Prescriptions for Pets
• Supplies for Physician offices

OVER THE COUNTER
• Pain Medication
• Cold and Allergy Medication
• Vitamins and Supplements
• Oral Health Products
• Feminine Hygiene Products
• First Aid Items
• Cosmetics
• School and Office Supplies
• Infant Care
• Hair Care
• Shower and Bath Items
• Sunscreen and Bug Spray

CARDS & GIFTS
• Home Decor
• Greeting Cards
• Special Occasion Items
• Seasonal Gifts
• Kid’s Toys
• Candles
• Gift Cards
• Scarves, Purses and Tote Bags

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CATSKILL — What looks like 
a standard highlighter pen, tube of 
lipstick or USB drive could mask a 
sneaky alternative use — a tool to 
smoke drugs.

Assemblyman Chris Tague, 
R-102, state and county offi cials 
held a press conference at the 
Freightmaster’s Building in Catskill 
recently to demonstrate how objects 
that appear to be standard house-
hold items could, in reality, be a 
pipe to smoke marijuana, tobacco 
or other forms of smokeable drugs.

The problem is compounded by 
the fact that marijuana is now legal 
in New York state for adult recre-
ational use, Tague said.

He held up what looked like 
a regular yellow highlighter, but 
when he removed the cap, the ob-
ject houses a small pipe. 

“What looks to most of you as 
an innocent highlighter, one that any 
student might have in their back-
pack or maybe in their desk… but 
upon closer inspection, this isn’t an 
ordinary, everyday highlighter. This 
can also be used to smoke drugs,” 
Tague said. “That’s troubling.”

The highlighter was purchased 
at a store in Greene County, he said. 
Tague added that he doesn’t want to 
“vilify” local businesses, but wants 
to make parents aware of what is 
out there.

“It is up to us as adults to be dil-
igent about what our kids are up to 
and how they may be hiding it from 
us,” Tague said. “These disguised 
pipes come in many different vari-
eties, mimicking all kinds of house-
hold objects — they sometimes 
are called stash jars used to store 

marijuana and other things that kids 
would rather you not know that 
they have or that they exist.”

These types of deceptively de-
signed items are targeting young 
people, he added.

“We wanted to raise awareness 
of just how crafty companies are 
and kids have gotten in hiding drug 
use from their parents and also the 
dangers of the use of marijuana by 
minors,” the assemblyman said. 
“It’s common knowledge in the 
scientifi c community that a child’s 
brain doesn’t stop growing until 
roughly the age of 25. With much of 
the substantive development occur-
ring during adolescence, marijuana 
use can affect how connections are 
formed within a teen’s developing 
brain. More than that, marijuana 
use has been found to affect learn-

ing skills and memory recall, and 
can become an addictive habit on a 
psychological level, if not a physi-
cal one.”

He urged parents to talk to their 
kids about drug use.

“The best tool in fi ghting drug 
use is open, honest communication 
based not solely on discipline, but 
on understanding,” Tague said. 

Dutchess County Executive 
Marcus Molinaro, who is running 
for Congress in the 19th District, 
also spoke and pointed to the easy 
access teens have to drugs.

“We know that, in particular, 
our kids are under a great deal of 
stress, a great deal of pressure, 
and the last two-and-a-half years 
have created a heightened amount 
of anxiety,” Molinaro said. “We 
know that broad access to drugs in 

all forms, and in particular opioids, 
have taken far too many lives and 
far too many opportunities from our 
kids. We have seen too many lives 
cut short.”

Greene County Legislator Matt 
Luvera, R-Catskill, who is also 
a teacher at Catskill Elementary 
School, said awareness is key.

“It’s important for us to bring 
awareness to parents, teachers, 
guidance counselors, of what is 
out there and what is targeting our 
youth,” Luvera said. “We should all 
be aware and help kids and teenag-
ers make better choices.”

Karen de Peyster from Tobac-
co-Free Action of Columbia and 
Greene Counties said there are 
many forms drug pipes can take.

“This is only one example,” de 
Peyster said, holding up the yellow 

highlighter. “There are vaping de-
vices that look like erasers, thumb 
drives, there is clothing specially 
designed so you can hide them. It’s 
a whole industry that has developed 
around this subterfuge. It’s a major 
concern for parents and for schools, 
but I urge parents not to forget that 
nicotine is also a drug and a very 
addictive one. Many vaping devic-
es deliver strong concentrations of 
nicotine — it’s very easy for young 
people to develop dependence very 
quickly.”

Greene County Sheriff Peter 
Kusminsky noted that there are all 
types of products that disguise pipes 
that can be used for drugs. They can 
be purchased locally and online.

“It’s shocking to me to go to 
these lengths to disguise this stuff,” 
Kusminsky said. “We need to pay 
attention to what our kids are doing. 
Speak to them if you notice any-
thing at all that seems odd. Talk to 
them before it’s too late. As a com-
munity, we need to keep them safe.”

Greene County District Attor-
ney Joseph Stanzione said his offi ce 
has prosecuted many drug dealers 
and has seen how they are targeting 
younger people now.

“Drug dealers target our young. 
They target college students, they 
have been targeting high school stu-
dents and more recently, we have 
seen them targeting junior high stu-
dents,” Stanzione said. “They fi gure 
the younger they can get these kids 
addicted, the longer they will have 
customers. That has become a real 
problem. Keeping drugs out of our 
schools is a community effort. 

“We need to be aware of the 
dangers lurking around us.”

Officials shine light on ‘deceptive’ drug tools
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WE ACCEPT

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

Infrared 
FIT Bodywrap® 

Benefits can include weight loss, 
cellulite reduction, pain relief, 
relaxation, skin rejuvenation, 

and detoxification!

Tanning
One Month Package

Tanning made 
easy and hassle-free. 

We have both a 
tanning bed and a booth.

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

(518) 731-2559

Salon 255 LTD is a state of the art salon offering a full menu of services 
in a warm and luxurious atmosphere. Our professional, friendly staff 
are trained in the latest trends and are always advancing their 
education. In an industry that is forever changing, it is our priority to 
always provide a superior experience!

With a variety of offerings and services to choose from, we’re sure you 
will be happy working with us. We are looking forward to working with 
you and helping you look fabulous!

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10am-6pm
SATURDAY 9am-2pm
SUNDAY Closed
MONDAY Closed

You look fabulous!
SALON 255 LTD

salon255ltd.com

255 Mansion Street
Coxsackie, NY

Specials

“Journalism keeps you planted in the earth.”

#SupportRealNews

- Ray Bradbury

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA
Assemblyman Chris Tague, R-102, state and county officials discuss the dangers of underage drug use.
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13640 US RT 9W
HANNACROIX, NY
WWW.CA-ALBRIGHT.COM

Fuel Oil with a 30 Mile Delivery Service & Competitive Pricing
OR Switch from Oil to LP/Natural Gas - same day in some cases!

OUR FORMULA FOR SUCCESS IS VERY SIMPLE:
Low Prices + Quality Products + Great Service = Happy Customers

HAPPINESS IS A WARM PUPPY
AND A WARM HEART

518-756-3127

By Pat Larsen
For Capital Region Independent Media

I KNOW I’ve gotten your attention and I 
bet you’re singing the rest of these lyrics right 
now!

“Rock Around the Clock” is a standard 
and always will remain in the hearts of the 
baby boomers and seniors forever more.

Dancing, mingling and meeting up with 
local church groups, at school dances, and at 
family parties was the way we rolled back in 
the day. It’s how we met new people, were 
introduced, perhaps, to a girlfriend or boy-
friend, and we might’ve even met a beau who 
still remains our dance partner to this day.

Thanks to Bill Haley and the timeless lyr-
ics he wrote in 1955, we can refl ect with the 
best of memories about a time gone by but 
certainly not forgotten.

It’s because of this connection to the ‘50s 
that I decided to recreate a brand new version 
of what was then the inspiration of getting 
up, getting out and moving. It’s especially 
inspiring to meet so many new folks who’ve 
relocated into this area which offers so much 
of that camaraderie from back in the day. The 
tri-state surrounding area has opened up to the 
many benefi ts of living in this country setting 
and it’s a pleasure to welcome so many to 
what this area has to offer.

Teaching a fi tness program in both East 

Durham and Cairo led me to 
wonder if participants could 
imagine joining a fi tness 
“dance party” by offering 
music that was familiar and 
easy to move to within the 
framework of a safe, effective 
workout. Then, I decided that 
boomers could and would join 
in, especially if they were of-
fered the support of a chair. 
Heck, anybody could Lindy 
from a chair. 

What better way to hold 
onto the familiar traditions of 
days gone by than to simply offer a program 
specifi cally designed for baby boomers, se-
niors and elders! 

Guess what? I did built the program and 
they did indeed join in! These groups love be-
ing a part of weekly classes and to hear what 
I’ve uncovered on a local ‘50s dance station 
each week. Elvis is in da house often! We 
even designate complete classes entirely to 
Elvis playlists several times a year. These are 
the most well-attended classes without ques-
tion.

Why? Because everyone still loves Elvis’ 
music. 

So the movement associated with this 
music was one aspect of the program de-
signed for these folks. I found that over the 

past few years, there was yet 
another element, a secondary 
layer of even greater impor-
tance, that was surprising. The 
nostalgia of the lyrics of this 
music brought about a clarity 
of “memory” that most had 
thought was lost to the aging 
process. Not so from what 
I’ve learned. 

We would chat often after 
a song like “La Bamba” by 
Richie Valens was played in 
class. The memories that were 
uncovered often revealed 

some interesting recollections of parking on 
mountain roads with a special someone and 
doing God knows what! Seniors are indeed 
still very sassy, for sure.

Perhaps one of the songs that has gotten 
the most “buzz” and activity was when I 
happened upon and added, “The Stroll” by 
The Diamonds to my playlist recently. Up 
and at ‘em before I knew it, this easy breezy 
slow-moving 1957 tune, had just about ev-
eryone out of their seats, teaching each oth-
er what they recalled the moves were to this 
great song. I even learned how to Stroll. 

We often discuss recalling American 
Bandstand’s weekly programing. In a way, 
we’re actually recreating this early version 
of a traditional favorite. I love hearing every-

one’s version of the best of this program.
Keeping us moving “safely” is mostly my 

focus as a licensed fi tness instructor specially 
trained for this population. 

That’s the best part of watching the results 
of our efforts. Hearing that participants feel 
great after classes is icing on the cake. Music 
and movement are a perfect formula for cre-
ating and rekindling joy from days ago. Why 
not? 

Just imagine how very wonderful it might 
feel to revisit days gone by all while staying 
healthy and fi t no matter what your age. 

Now if we could only fi nd some poodle 
skirts and bobby socks, I bet Netfl ix might 
even make a series about us. You can reach 
me to chat about the program any time at 518-
275-8686 or at Pelarsen5@aol.com. 

Follow me and class schedules on Face-
book as well, or just listen for the sounds of 
us singing “At the Hop” by Danny and The 
Juniors on Mondays and Thursday morning 
at the Shamrock House in East Durham.

Pat Larsen, RDH, NHT, is a licensed fi t-
ness instructor specializing in elder, senior 
and baby boomer health and wellness. Pat is 
a nationally certifi ed hypnosis therapist and 
offers live ongoing fi tness classes and spe-
cial programs at The Shamrock House, East 
Durham, on Monday and Thursday morn-
ings. Contact Pat at 518-275-8686 for more 
details.

One, two, three o’clock, four o’clock...ROCK!
Body Mind and Spirit... Connections

Pat Larsen

BODY MIND AND SPIRIT

FULL SERVICE 
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR SHOP

- 27 Years in Business -

AAA Approved Auto Repair 
NAPA Auto Care Member

• Alignments 
• NYS Inspections
• Transmissions
• Brakes
• Engine Overhauls

• Fuel Injection
• Computer Diagnosis
• Electrical
• Suspension & More
• We Even Sell Tires!

DELMAR — The Mendelssohn 
Club of Albany will hold auditions 
beginning in September for male 
singers interested in joining the club 
for the 2022-23 season. Interested 
tenors and basses are invited to re-
hearse with the club on Wednesday 
evenings at 7:15 p.m. at the New 
Covenant Presbyterian Church, 916 
Western Ave., Albany.

Prospective members are invit-
ed to sing with the club during sub-
sequent rehearsals in September to 
become acquainted with the music, 
conductor and members of the club. 
Rehearsals are held every Wednes-
day, and auditions will take place 
near the end of September or early 
October. 

For more information, please 
visit the Mendelssohn Club online 
at www.mendelssohn.org or e-mail 

the club at info@mendelssohn.org.
A Capital Region tradition since 

1909, the 60-voice male chorus 
is the area’s longest continually 
performing arts group. The club is 
composed of men from the Cap-
ital District, Hudson Valley, and 
Berkshire regions, and performs a 
full range of male choral selections 
from around the world.

From Lincoln Center to the 
Mormon Tabernacle, the Mendels-
sohn Club of Albany has performed 
in over 85 different locations.

The Mendelssohn Club will 
perform its traditional holiday con-
cert on Friday, Dec. 9, at The Egg 
in Albany. 

For more information about The 
Mendelssohn Club, fi nd the club on 
Facebook or visit www.mendels-
sohn.org.

Mendelssohn Club holding 
auditions for ‘22–‘23 season
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SHOUT OUTS!

Shout it out to a family member, 
friend, business or group of people.

Message could be an I love you, congratulations, 
happy birthday, cheer on a team or person.

ADVERTISE ON OUR NEW PAGE

for more information
CALL 413.212.0130

HUDSON — On Saturday, 
Sept. 24, from 11:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m., the Columbia-Greene 
Humane Society/SPCA will 
be hosting an Open House and 
Adoption Day. 

During the Open House all 
adoption fees will be waived 
(free). There will be free hot 
dogs, veggie dogs and refresh-
ments.

The Open House will also be 
the last opportunity to purchase 
chances for the Shelter Sweeps, 
which gives participants the 
chance to win three prize pack-
ages, including a Simplicity 
ride-on mower/tractor package, 
a Weber Grill package, and a 
Gideon Putnam package. For 
full details about the Shelter 
Sweeps, please visit the shel-
ter’s website at cghs.org.

For families interested 
in adopting during the Open 
House, all potential adopters are 
encouraged to obtain a pre-ap-
proval for adoptions by visiting 
the shelter’s website, filling out 
the adoption application, and 
submitting it online. You can 
also call 518-828-6044.

Free adoptions at Humane Society, Sept. 24

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
One of the dogs available for adoption   the Columbia-Greene Humane 
Society.

Mondays - Thursdays
FREE Greens Fees with 

purchase of cart after 2:00pm

Golf Special:

ONE OF THE TOP GOLF 
COURSES IN THE CATSKILLS

Par 66 • Picturesque Views

352 Sunny Hill Rd., Greenville, NY 12083

518.634.7698

Ask about our pre-season membership 
deals for 2023 starting at $425

The New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) reminds all new hunters and 
trappers planning to go afi eld this 
season that they must fi rst complete 
a mandatory hunter, bowhunter or 
trapper education course before 
obtaining the appropriate sporting 
license or hunting privilege. 

In-person, instructor-led hunter 
education courses are being offered 
throughout New York during Sep-
tember and October. Bowhunter 
education, trapper education, and 
waterfowl hunter education courses 
are also available, and all in-person 
courses are free and offer hands-on 
experience.

“DEC’s Hunter Education Pro-
gram has a long and proud tradition 
of training new hunters and trap-
pers annually, creating safe hunting 
opportunities for more than half a 
million New York sportsmen and 
sportswomen,” DEC Commission-
er Basil Seggos said. “Since 1949, 
DEC works closely with certifi ed 
volunteer instructors to teach new 
outdoor enthusiasts how to be safe, 
responsible, and ethical hunters and 
trappers. As a result, hunting contin-
ues to be a safe and enjoyable sport 
and we thank the dedicated volun-
teer instructors who provide their 
expertise and support to deliver this 
important program. I encourage all 
prospective hunters and trappers 
to sign up for one of the dozens of 
courses offered across New York 
state.”

With hunting licenses now on 
sale, fi rst-time hunters and trappers 
are encouraged to sign up for cer-
tifi cation courses soon to reserve a 
spot, as these courses can fi ll quick-
ly. Each year, thousands of New 
Yorkers take DEC’s hunter and 
trapper education courses. DEC’s 
online registration system makes it 
easy to view a list of all available 
courses. To locate a hunter or trap-
per education course, visit DEC’s 
website or contact a local DEC of-
fi ce for assistance. 

All in-person courses require 
students to review course materials 
and complete homework prior to 
attending the classroom and fi eld 

session. The homework portion of 
the course introduces the subject 
and enhances understanding of 
the course material. Proof of the 
completed homework is required 
to attend the in-person part of the 
course. 

Students should register for 
the course well in advance of the 
course date to allow time to com-
plete the homework requirement, 
which takes approximately three 
hours. All in-person courses will 
require successful completion of an 
in-person fi eld day to earn certifi ca-
tion for the course. 

The homework materials can 
be found on DEC’s website dec.
ny.gov. Students may also follow 
the guidelines listed in the course 
announcement when registering for 
a course. For those with restricted 
access to the internet, course man-
uals and homework sheets are al-
ways available from DEC wildlife 
offi ces and Hunter Education Pro-
gram instructors. 

EDUCATION AND 
HUNTER SAFETY

New York’s hunter education 
courses are highly effective in fos-
tering safe hunters. Approximately 
500,000 licensed hunters spend an 
estimated 10 to 15 million days 
afi eld each year. Reports on the 
number of hunting-related shoot-
ing incidents indicate that the 2021 
hunting seasons in New York were 
the safest ever, with the lowest 
number of hunting-related shoot-
ing incidents since record-keeping 
began. 

DEC Environmental Conser-
vation police offi cers investigat-
ed nine hunting-related shooting 
incidents in 2021, including one 
fatality, the lowest number on re-
cord since DEC began compiling 
hunting-related shooting statistics 
in 1958. These low numbers are 
achieved through training and the 
regulations governing hunting ac-
tivities in New York state, accord-
ing to the DEC.

DEC’s Hunter Education Pro-
gram is designed to teach and pro-
mote safe and effective hunting 
principles, practices and strategies.

DEC: Register for 
hunting, trapping 
education courses

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

NEW BALTIMORE — State police 
have released more details on the fatal 
crash that took place on Route 9W on 
Wednesday.

Charles Woullard, 90, and Frances 
Woullard, 76, both of Hudson, died in the 

crash, state police said Thursday morn-
ing.

The accident occurred around 10:11 
a.m. on Route 9W, approximately 3/10 
of a mile north of Route 144 in the town 
of New Baltimore. Two vehicles were in-
volved in the crash.

“Investigation revealed that a 2014 
Dodge pick-up truck operated by Wil-

liam Steele, age 31, from Hannacroix, 
New York, was traveling southbound on 
state Route 9W when he drove into the 
northbound lane to pass traffi c that had 
slowed down,” according to a statement 
from state police. “He struck a 2014 
Dodge Caravan head-on that was travel-
ing in the northbound lane.”

Charles Woullard was driving the 

Dodge Caravan. He and his wife, Fran-
ces Woullard, were pronounced dead at 
the scene, police said.

Steele was taken to Albany Med-
ical Center where he was treated for 
non-life-threatening injuries.

The investigation into the crash is on-
going.

Two Hudson residents die in Route 9W crash

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Garfield, and many of his feline friends, are looking for their forever homes 
during the Humane Society’s open house this weekend.
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Chasin’ Racin’

By Mark Kane
For Capital Region Independent Media

It was at age 5 when I made my 
fi rst trip to the races. Since then, 
racing has been a big part of my life, 
to say the least. Some would say too 
much, but maybe they just don’t un-
derstand the joy this crazy sport has 
brought to me.  

It has been the friends I have 
made, the great memories and fi nd-
ing my heroes in life along the way. 
For many, they fi nd heroes play-
ing sports or actresses and actors 
on TV or the musicians who make 
the beautiful music that makes this 
world seem like a better place on 
stage. 

For me and many others, we 
found our heroes in the ‘60s with 
work pants, an old ripped T-shirt, 
and maybe an old leather helmet 
throwing dirt on the weekend at the 
local race tracks. These men who 
were larger than life going out there 
and laying it on the line week in 
and week out, for me, this little kid, 
there I was, at the dirt track making 
memories one lap at a time. 

Many of those memories have 
the fl amed 22 of Mr. David Lape 
in them as he raced with the very 
best to ever turn left for 50 years, 
and I am glad I was along for the 
ride as my fi rst race was in Dave 
Lape’s fi rst year in 1964, both at the 
Victoria Speedway on Route 20 in 
Guilderland.

A CHAMPION
The racing family at the Track 

of Champions, Fonda Speedway, 
lost a true champion both on and 
off the track, Mr. David Lape. Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to the 
Lape family during this diffi cult 
time. 

Many of my fond on track rac-
ing memories seem to all have the 
fl amed 22 in them. Over the years, 
Dave Lape was not just a master 
behind the wheel, but built Champ 

Car Chassis that had their share of 
wins and championships. He was 
a promoter along with good friend 
Andy Fusco.

Throughout his career, like so 
many others that had both asphalt 
and dirt tracks close to home, Lape 
became a winner at both. With his 
long history in the sport there is one 
thing for sure — he has raced door 
to door with the best in the business 
and has won his fair share. 

With his clean driving style and 
way with his fans through the years, 
Dave Lape became a fan favorite 
and hero to many, especially at his 
home track of Fonda Speedway, 
where he accumulated 99 wins and 
seven championships. Add to those 
stats the other numerous track wins 
and championships and the overall 
Mr. DIRT Title in 1977 and you can 
see why he was a threat for any win. 

After hanging up his helmet, the 
Fonda Speedway Museum became 
something special to Mr. Lape and 
his family and they have taken it to 
what you can see the next time you 
go to the Fonda Speedway. 

I have been so lucky to call 
Fonda Speedway my home track. It 
is drivers like Mr. Lape who have 
kept me coming back. All I can say 
is that track in the sky just added an-
other great driver to the list. 

Race on, fl aming 22. Rest in 
peace, Mr. Lape. You will be truly 
missed by all.

ALBANY SARATOGA 
SPEEDWAY

Going into the fi nal night of 

points, all Matt DeLorenzo had to 
do was start the NAPA Modifi ed 
feature to add his name to the il-
lustrious names of past Champions 
who have made Albany Saratoga 
Speedway the “Great Race Place,” 
and it sure lives up to that. 

Once again, the track was in 
great racing shape, smooth and 
fast with 2-, 3- and yes even some 
4-wide action and come feature 
time I think it was just as Jeremy 
Pitts ordered. The three-time former 
Sportsman champion has found it 
tough going since making the big 
move, but continues to show im-
provement against the tough fi eld of 
NAPA Modifi eds and Friday night 
he was spot on. 

Grabbing the early lead was 
C.G. Morey with Pitts taking over 
the second spot. Morey would hold 
the lead as Jack Speshock and Peter 
Britten were on the move. On lap 
6 Don Ronca slowed and brought 
out the yellow. Once back to green, 
Pitts would be the new leader with 
Morey, Rich Ronca, Ryan McCart-
ney, and Peter Britten and Matt De-
Lorenzo, who were battling nerf bar 
to nerf bar for fi fth. 

Out front Pitts was hitting his 
marks lap after lap and building a 
comfortable lead over Morey and 
Ronca, as Britten continued with 
their battle. The battle for second 
heated up with Morey working his 
way to second and two laps later 
DeLorenzo worked his way past 
Morey to third, after starting ninth 
on the fi eld.  

Working their way through the 
fi eld, Jack Lehner, Mike Mahaney 
and Marc Johnson were racing their 
way to just outside the top 5 when 
contact was made between Johnson 
and Mahaney running for the same 
piece of real estate. The caution was 
out for McCartney, who slowed as 
Marc Johnson headed to the pits 
with a fl at. 

After opening a huge lead out 
front, Pitts now had 2022 NAPA 
Modifi ed Track champion DeLo-
renzo, Ronca, Lehner and Spe-
shock holding top 5, as Britten and 
Mahaney continued their race-long 
battle. 

Back to green Pitts held his 
own, holding the lead as DeLoren-
zo, who had been cutting into the 
lead before the caution, held sec-
ond. Jack Lehner used the top side 
and worked his way to second, only 
to have DeLorenzo fi re right back 
and retake second as Britten was 
moving to third. 

It was all Pitts as he motored out 
front and continued to pick up his 
fi rst win of the year and second of  
his career with DeLorenzo, Britten 
and Jack Lehner, as Jack Speshock 
held on for a solid run in fi fth.

MORE RACING
In other action, it was Andrew 

Buff picking up the 602 Sportsman 
win as Tim Hartman Jr. picked up 
his fourth championship. 

Following Buff to the line was 
Chris Johnson, Chris Jakubiak, Tra-
vis Witbeck, and rounding out the 
top 5 was Tim Hartman Jr., who had 
another solid year against a good 
weekly fi eld. 

In the Pro Stock class, the points 
came right down to the last night as 
Jason Casey went into the feature 
with a two-point lead over Chad 
Jeseo. As Jeseo was working his 
way to the front, Casey was also in 
a battle that would fi nd his hopes for 
a championship come to an end on 
lap 10 in a chain reaction spin that 
brought out the caution and sent 
Casey to the rear with a damaged 
racer.

Once back to green it was Jeseo 
and Luke Horning who put on a 
show out front, racing door to door 

in the full fender Pro Stock class in 
a good old-fashioned barn burner 
with Horning getting the spot for 
good and held on for the win.

With his second-place fi nish, 
Jeseo is the 2022 Pro Stock champi-
on, and rounding out the top 5 were 
Shane Henderson, Rich Crane and 
Nick Stone. 

In the Limited Sportsman it was 
Taylor Wason with the win as Dan 
Madigan picked up the Street Stock 
win.

UTICA ROME SPEEDWAY
On Sunday it was off to the Uti-

ca Rome Speedway for the Short 
Track Super Series (STSS), Halmar 
Elite $25,000 New Yorker.  

By luck of the draw it was Stew-
art Friesen and Ryan Godown lead-
ing the Modifi ed feature into turn 
one, with Friesen fi ring out of turn 
2 and down the back stretch for the 
lead with Demetrios Drellos and 
Godown in tow. 

The yellow was out quickly as 
Darrin Smith spun between turns 
one and two. From this point on the 
50-lap feature would go all green 
fl ag racing and Friesen made the 
best of it. 

Behind the leader Drellos, 
Godown and the team cars of Max 
McLaughlin and Jimmy Phelps bat-
tled hard inside the top 5 as Peter 
Britten and Tim Fuller were wheel 
to wheel just outside the top 5.  Out 
front, Friesen continued to lead as 
10th-place starter and 2022 Utica 
Rome champion Matt Sheppard 
was working his way to the top 5 
by lap 10, working the high side of 
Phelps.

With the pace Friesen was set-
ting out front he was in heavy traf-
fi c by lap 15 as McLaughlin and 
Godown battled hard for third, 
with McLaughlin getting the spot 
as Drellos was holding down a sol-
id second. Lap 20 found the 8H of 
McLaughlin slip over the berm be-
tween turns 1 and 2, handing third 
over to Sheppard. 

At the halfway point it was 
Friesen, Drellos, Sheppard, Mc-
Laughlin and Phelps holding down 
the top 5, with Fuller looking for 
racing room. As the laps clicked 
away, Friesen had a comfortable 
lead, working his way through traf-
fi c with perfection as Sheppard was 
starting to reel in Drellos for second. 

Behind the top 3 the battle was 
tight and Matt Williamson was on 
the move and working his way to 
the top fi ve, as was Tim Fuller. Lap 
42 found Sheppard able to work 
his way around Drellos and set his 
sights on the leader, but plain and 
simple could not cut into Friesen’s 
lead after his dominating perfor-
mance. Following Friesen to the 
line were Sheppard, Drellos, Fuller 
and Matt Williamson rounding out 
the top 5

Bob Hilbert Sportswear Short 
Track Super Series Fueled By Su-
noco Halmar International ‘Elite’ 
Series Round No. 3 Feature Finish 
(50 laps): STEWART FRIESEN, 
Matt Sheppard, Demetrios Drel-
los, Tim Fuller, Mat Williamson, 
Max McLaughlin, Jimmy Phelps, 
Billy Decker, Ryan Godown, Larry 
Wight, Rocky Warner, Mike Ma-
haney, Ronnie Johnson, Anthony 
Perrego, Pat Ward, Alex Yankow-
ski, Willy Decker, Andy Bachetti, 
Dave Marcuccilli, Danny Creeden, 
Will Shields, Kyle Coffey, Brett 
Haas, Justin Holland, Michael 
Maresca, David Schilling, Darren 
Smith, Peter Britten, Bobby Hackel 
IV, Jimmy Horton.

In the STSS 602 feature it was 
Matt Janczuk picking up the win, 
with Josh Coonradt grabbing the 
Pro Stock feature.

With the racing season ticking 
down we look forward to the Fon-
da 200 weekend, Malta Massive 
Weekend and Super Dirt Week to 
close out the 2022 racing season. 
Please be sure to support the spon-
sors that continue to support the 
drivers that make racing available 
to us all each season.

Again, please keep the Dave 
Lape family in your thoughts and 
prayers.

Dave Lape: Goodbye to a racing hero

Keith W. Valentine, CIC, LUTCF and his team are ready to serve all 
of your insurance needs with more companies, more choices, and 
more experience which all lead to BIG Savings for you!

Take advantage of Valentine Insurance Agency’s affiliation with 
SAN group and SIAA, the largest alliance of independent Insurance 
Agencies in the Northeast and Continental U.S., with over 3500 
Members across 48 states writing more than $9 Billion in total 
member premiums.

Contact Keith Valentine for a quote!
Office 518-943-3489 • Mobile 518-821-8244

KEITH@MYVALENTINEINSURANCE.COM

More Than Great Rates

Trusted Advisors

HOME AUTO BUSINESS LIFE HEALTH

www.myvalentineinsurance.com

Jon T., customer since 2004

I’ve bought property insurance and auto insurance from Valentine Insurance 
Agency for nearly 20 years, and they are simply the BEST. I owned many rental 
properties in Greene County, and renovated several buildings. Valentine not 
only found the appropriate insurance, but gave years of invaluable advice. Their 
knowledge of property and business in the local area helped me tremendously, and 
I have recommended them to everyone. Don’t waste your time using anyone else.

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO
The racing community mourns the death of Mr. David Lape, a true champion 
on and of the track who gave so much to the sport he loved.

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO
Short Track Super Series action at Utica Rome Speedway

Affordable wedding & event venue
with mountain views

Historic barn and farmhouse situated on 100 acres  
with views of the Catskill Mountains in Medusa. 

Family owned by the Sikule’s since 1945.  

Come for a tour and create your memories with us!

518-444-3191 / 225 North Road, Medusa, NY

www.bluebirdfarmweddings.com
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LONGENERGY.COM

FUEL DELIVERY 24 / 7 / 365

518-756-2555
Family-Owned Since 1945

98 MAIN STREET, RAVENA, NY
HVAC
Plumbing
Generac Generators

Propane
Fuel Oil
Diesel

Offering Propane and Heating Oil Energy Savings 
Contract at No Charge 

(Value at over $200) 
Terms and Conditions Apply
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PROPOSED LOCAL LAW 4 of 2022
Town of New Baltimore • Solar Energy Local Law

1. Authority This Solar Energy Local Law is adopted pursuant to Article 16 of the New York State Town Law, and Articles 2 and 3 of the Municipal Home Rule Law of the State of New York, which authorize the Town of New Baltimore to adopt zoning provisions 
that advance and protect the health, safety and welfare of the community, and, in accordance with the Town of New Baltimore law of New York State, “to make provision for, so far as conditions may permit, the accommodation of solar energy systems and 
equipment and access to sunlight necessary therefor.” 2. Statement of Purpose A. This Solar Energy Local Law is adopted to advance and protect the public health, safety, and welfare of the Town of New Baltimore by creating regulations for the installation 
and use of solar energy generating systems and equipment, with the following objectives: 1) To take advantage of a safe, abundant, renewable and non-polluting energy resource; 2) To decrease the cost of electricity to the owners of residential and 
commercial properties, including single-family houses; 3) To increase employment and business development in the Town of New Baltimore, to the extent reasonably practical, by furthering the installation of Solar Energy Systems; 4) To mitigate the 
impacts of Solar Energy Systems on environmental resources and; 5) To create synergy between solar and other stated goals of the community pursuant to its Comprehensive Plan. 3. Definitions BUILDING-INTEGRATED SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM: A 
combination of Solar Panels and Solar Energy Equipment integrated into any building envelope system such as vertical facades, semitransparent skylight systems, roofing materials, or shading over windows, which produce electricity for onsite 
consumption. GLARE: The effect by reflections of light with intensity sufficient as determined in a commercially reasonable manner to cause annoyance, discomfort, or loss in visual performance and visibility in any material respects. GROUND-MOUNTED 
SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM: A Solar Energy System that is anchored to the ground via a pole or other mounting system, detached from any other structure that generates electricity for onsite or offsite consumption. NATIVE PERENNIAL VEGETATION: native 
wildflowers, forbs, and grasses that serve as habitat, forage, and migratory way stations for pollinators and shall not include any prohibited or regulated invasive species as determined by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. 
POLLINATOR: bees, birds, bats, and other insects or wildlife that pollinate flowering plants, and includes both wild and managed insects. ROOF-MOUNTED SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM: A Solar Energy System located on the roof of any legally permitted building 
or structure that produces electricity for onsite or offsite consumption. SOLAR ACCESS: Space open to the sun and clear of overhangs or shade so as to permit the use of active and/or passive Solar Energy Systems on individual properties. SOLAR ENERGY 
EQUIPMENT: Electrical material, hardware, inverters, conduit, storage devices, or other electrical and photovoltaic equipment associated with the production of electricity. SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM: The components and subsystems required to convert solar 
energy into electric energy suitable for use. The term includes, but is not limited to, Solar Panels and Solar Energy Equipment. The area of a Solar Energy System includes all the land inside the perimeter of the Solar Energy System, which extends to any 
interconnection equipment. A Solar Energy System is classified as a Tier 1, Tier 2, or Tier 3 Solar Energy System as follows. A. Tier 1 Solar Energy Systems include the following: a. Roof-Mounted Solar Energy Systems b. Building-Integrated Solar Energy 
Systems B. Tier 2 Solar Energy Systems include Ground-Mounted Solar Energy Systems with system capacity up to 25 kW AC and that generate no more than 110% of the electricity consumed on the site over the previous 12 months. C. Tier 3 Solar Energy 
Systems are systems that are not included in the list for Tier 1 and Tier 2 Solar Energy Systems. SOLAR PANEL: A photovoltaic device capable of collecting and converting solar energy into electricity. STORAGE BATTERY: A device that stores energy and 
makes it available in an electrical form. 4. Applicability A. The requirements of this Local Law shall apply to all Solar Energy Systems permitted, installed, or modified in Town of New Baltimore after the effective date of this Local Law, excluding general 
maintenance and repair. B. Solar Energy Systems constructed or installed prior to the effective date of this Local Law shall not be required to meet the requirements of this Local Law. C. Modifications to an existing Solar Energy System that increase the 
Solar Energy System area by more than 5% of the original area of the Solar Energy System (exclusive of moving any fencing) shall be subject to this Local Law. D. All Solar Energy Systems shall be designed, erected, and installed in accordance with all 
applicable codes, regulations, and industry standards as referenced in the NYS Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code (“Building Code”), the NYS Energy Conservation Code (“Energy Code”), and the New Baltimore Town Code. 5. General Requirements 
A. A Building permit shall be required for installation of all Solar Energy Systems.  The Town Code Enforcement Officer will be notified by the Town Supervisor that all requirements of the decommissioning plan and the PILOT and/or CHA have been satisfied 
and the project is eligible for a building permit. B. Local land use boards are encouraged to condition their approval of proposed developments on sites adjacent to Solar Energy Systems so as to protect their access to sufficient sunlight to remain 
economically feasible over time. C. Issuance of permits and approvals by the New Baltimore Planning Board/Zoning Board of Appeals shall include review pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act ECL Article 8 and its implementing 
regulations at 6 NYCRR Part 617 (“SEQRA”). 6. Permitting Requirements for Tier 1 Solar Energy Systems  All Tier 1 Solar Energy Systems shall be permitted in all zoning districts and shall be exempt from site plan review under the local zoning code or other 
land use regulation, subject to the following conditions for each type of Solar Energy Systems: A. Roof-Mounted Solar Energy Systems 1) Roof-Mounted Solar Energy Systems shall incorporate, when feasible, the following design requirements: a. Solar 
Panels on pitched roofs shall be mounted with a maximum distance of 8 inches between the roof surface the highest edge of the system. b. Solar Panels on pitched roofs shall be installed parallel to the roof surface on which they are mounted or attached. 
c. Solar Panels on pitched roofs shall not extend higher than the highest point of the roof surface on which they are mounted or attached. d. Solar Panels on flat roofs shall not extend above the top of the surrounding parapet, or more than 24 inches above 
the flat surface of the roof, whichever is higher. 2) Glare: All Solar Panels shall have anti-reflective coating(s). 3) Height: All Roof-Mounted Solar Energy Systems shall comply with the height limitations in Appendix 3. B. Building-Integrated Solar Energy 
Systems shall be shown on the plans submitted for the building permit application for the building containing the system. 7. Permitting Requirements for Tier 2 Solar Energy Systems All Tier 2 Solar Energy Systems shall be permitted in all zoning districts 
as accessory structures and shall be exempt from site plan review under the local zoning code or other land use regulations, subject to the following conditions: A. Glare: All Solar Panels shall have anti-reflective coating(s). B. Setbacks: Tier 2 Solar Energy 
Systems shall be subject to the setback regulations specified for the accessory structures within the underlying zoning district. All Ground-Mounted Solar Energy Systems shall only be installed in the side or rear yards in residential districts. C. Height: Tier 
2 Solar Energy Systems shall be subject to the height limitations specified for accessory structures within the underlying zoning district. D. Screening and Visibility. 1) All Tier 2 Solar Energy Systems shall have views minimized from adjacent properties to 
the extent reasonably practicable. 2) Solar Energy Equipment shall be located in a manner to reasonably avoid and/or minimize blockage of views from surrounding properties and shading of property to the north, while still providing adequate solar 
access. E. Lot Size: Tier 2 Solar Energy Systems shall comply with the existing lot size requirement specified for accessory structures within the underlying zoning district. 8. Permitting Requirements for Tier 3 Solar Energy Systems All Tier 3 Solar Energy 
Systems are permitted through the issuance of a special use permit within the Residential/Agricultural, Planned Residential, General Business, Industrial and Planned Industrial zoning districts, and subject to site plan application requirements set forth 
in this Section. A. Applications for the installation of Tier 3 Solar Energy System shall be: 1) reviewed by the Code Enforcement Officer for completeness. Applicants shall be advised within 10 business days of the completeness of their application or any 
deficiencies that must be addressed prior to substantive review. 2) subject to a public hearing to hear all comments for and against the application. The Planning Board/Zoning Board of Appeals of the Town of New Baltimore shall have a notice printed in 
a newspaper of general circulation in the Town of New Baltimore at least 5 days in advance of such hearing. Applicants shall have delivered the notice by first class mail to adjoining landowners or landowners within 1000 feet of the property at least 10 
days prior to such a hearing. Proof of mailing shall be provided to the Planning Board/Zoning Board of Appeals at the public hearing. 3) referred to the Greene County Planning Board pursuant to General Municipal Law § 239-m if required. 4) upon closing 
of the public hearing, the Planning Board/Zoning Board of Appeals shall take action on the application within 62 days of the public hearing, which can include approval, approval with conditions, or denial. The 62-day period may be extended upon consent 
by both the Planning Board/Zoning Board of Appeals and applicant. B. Underground Requirements. All on-site utility lines shall be placed underground to the extent feasible and as permitted by the serving utility, with the exception of the main service 
connection at the utility company right-of-way and any new interconnection equipment, including without limitation any poles, with new easements and right-of-way. C. Vehicular Paths. Vehicular paths within the site shall be designed to minimize the 
extent of impervious materials and soil compaction. D. Signage. 1) No signage or graphic content shall be displayed on the Solar Energy Systems except the manufacturer’s name, equipment specification information, safety information, and 24-hour 
emergency contact information. Said information shall be depicted within an area no more than 8 square feet.  To the extent required by safety, signs can be larger, subject to the review and approval of the Planning Board/Zoning Board of Appeals. 2) As 
required by National Electric Code (NEC), disconnect and other emergency shutoff information shall be clearly displayed on a light reflective surface. A clearly visible warning sign concerning voltage shall be placed at the base of all pad-mounted 
transformers and substations. E. Glare. All Solar Panels shall have anti-reflective coating(s). F. Lighting. Lighting of the Solar Energy Systems shall be limited to that minimally required for safety and operational purposes and shall be reasonably shielded 
and downcast from abutting properties. G. Thin-film panels will require initial soil testing as well as at decommissioning.  Cost of sampling and any needed remediation shall be at the expense of the operator/property owner. H. Tree-cutting. Removal of 
existing trees larger than 6 inches in diameter should be minimized to the extent possible but in no case should removal of existing trees exceed 50% of current forested coverage. I. Decommissioning. 1) Solar Energy Systems that have been abandoned 
and/or not producing electricity for a period of 1 year shall be removed at the Owner and/or Operators expense, which at the Owner’s option may come from any security made with the Town of New Baltimore as set forth in Section 10(b) herein. 2) A 
decommissioning plan (see Appendix 4) signed by the owner and/or operator of the Solar Energy System shall be submitted by the applicant, addressing the following: a. The cost of removing the Solar Energy System. b. The time required to decommission 
and remove the Solar Energy System any ancillary structures. c. The time required to repair any damage caused to the property by the installation and removal of the Solar Energy System. 3) Security. a. The deposit, executions, or filing with the Town of 
New Baltimore Town Clerk a bond, or other form of security reasonably acceptable to the Town of New Baltimore Town attorney and/or engineer, shall be in an amount sufficient to ensure the good faith performance of the terms and conditions of the permit 
issued pursuant hereto and to provide for the removal and restorations of the site subsequent to removal. The amount of the bond or security shall be 125% of the cost of removal of the Tier 3 Solar Energy System and restoration of the property with an 
escalator of 2% annually for the life of the Solar Energy System. The decommissioning amount shall be reduced by 50% of the estimated salvage value of the Solar Energy System. That bond shall be reviewed on the following schedule: a. Every 5 years for 
the 1st 15 years b. Every 3 years thereafter. b. In the event of default upon performance of such conditions, after proper notice and expiration of any cure periods, the cash deposit, bond, or security shall be forfeited to the Town of New Baltimore, which shall 
be entitled to maintain an action thereon. The cash deposit, bond, or security shall remain in full force and effect until restoration of the property as set forth in the decommissioning plan is completed. c. In the event of default or abandonment of the Solar 
Energy System, the system shall be decommissioned as set forth in Section 10(b) and 10(c) herein. I. Site plan application. For any Solar Energy system requiring a Special Use Permit, site plan approval shall be required. Any site plan application shall 
include the following information: 1) Property lines and physical features, including roads, for the project site  2) Proposed changes to the landscape of the site, grading, vegetation clearing and planting, exterior lighting, and screening vegetation or 
structures  3) A one- or three-line electrical diagram detailing the Solar Energy System layout, solar collector installation, associated components, and electrical interconnection methods, with all National Electrical Code compliant disconnects and over 
current devices. 4) A preliminary equipment specification sheet that documents all proposed solar panels, significant components, mounting systems, and inverters that are to be installed. A final equipment specification sheet shall be submitted prior to 
the issuance of building permit. 5) Name, address, and contact information of proposed or potential system installer and the owner and/or operator of the Solar Energy System. Such information of the final system installer shall be submitted prior to the 
issuance of building permit. 6) Name, address, phone number, and signature of the project applicant, as well as all the property owners, demonstrating their consent to the application and the use of the property for the Solar Energy System. 7) Zoning 
district designation for the parcel(s) of land comprising the project site. 8) Property Operation and Maintenance Plan. Such plan shall describe continuing photovoltaic maintenance and property upkeep, such as mowing and trimming. 9) Erosion and 
sediment control and storm water management plans prepared to New York State Department of Environmental Conservation standards, if applicable, and to such standards as may be established by the Planning Board. 10) Prior to the issuance of the 
building permit or final approval by the Planning Board/Zoning Board of Appeals, but not required as part of the application, engineering documents must be signed and sealed by a New York State (NYS) Licensed Professional Engineer or NYS Registered 
Architect. J. Special Use Permit Standards. 1) Lot size a. The property on which the Tier 3 Solar Energy System is placed shall meet the lot size requirements in Appendix 1.  2) Setbacks  a. The Tier 3 Solar Energy Systems shall meet the setback requirements 
in Appendix 2.  3) Height a. The Tier 3 Solar Energy Systems shall comply with the height limitations in Appendix 3 depending on the underlying zoning district. 4) Lot coverage  a. The following components of a Tier 3 Solar Energy System shall be considered 
included in the calculations for lot coverage requirements: I. Foundation systems, typically consisting of driven piles or monopoles or helical screws with or without small concrete collars. II. All mechanical equipment of the Solar Energy System, including 
any pad mounted structure for batteries, switchboard, transformers, or storage cells. III. Paved access roads servicing the Solar Energy System. b. Lot coverage of the Solar Energy System, as defined above, shall be calculated on the aggregate of all lots 
affected rather than by individual lot. 5) Fencing Requirements. All mechanical equipment, including any structure for storage batteries, shall be enclosed by a fence that is 7 to 8 foot tall, as required by NEC, with a self-locking gate to prevent unauthorized 
access. 6) Screening and Visibility. a. Solar Energy Systems shall be required to: I. Conduct a visual assessment of the visual impacts of the Solar Energy System on public roadways and adjacent properties. At a minimum, a line-of-sight profile analysis 
shall be provided. Depending upon the scope and potential significance of the visual impacts, additional impact analyses, including for example a digital viewshed report, shall be required to be submitted by the applicant. II. Submit a screening & 
landscaping plan to show adequate measures to screen through landscaping, grading, or other means so that views of Solar Panels and Solar Energy Equipment shall be minimized as reasonably practical from public roadways and adjacent properties 
to the extent feasible. III. The screening & landscaping plan shall specify the locations, elevations, height, plant species, and/or materials that will comprise the structures, landscaping, and/or grading used to screen and/or mitigate any adverse aesthetic 
effects of the system, following the applicable rules and standards established by the Planning Board/Zoning Board of Appeals. K. Ownership Changes. If the owner or operator of the Solar Energy System changes or the owner of the property changes, 
the special use permit shall remain in effect, provided that the successor owner or operator assumes in writing all of the obligations of the special use permit, site plan approval, and decommissioning plan. A new owner or operator of the Solar Energy 
System shall notify the zoning enforcement officer and the Town Supervisor of such change in ownership or operator within 30 days of the ownership change.  Failure to notify both parties in the appropriate time frames may result in suspension 
of the special use permit. 9. Safety A. Solar Energy Systems and Solar Energy Equipment shall be certified under the applicable electrical and/or building codes as required. B. Solar Energy Systems shall be maintained in good working order and in 
accordance with industry standards. Site access shall be maintained, including snow removal at a level acceptable to the local fire department and, if the Tier 3 Solar Energy System is located in an ambulance district, the local ambulance corps. C. If 
Storage Batteries are included as part of the Solar Energy System, they shall meet the requirements of any applicable fire prevention and building code when in use and, when no longer used, shall be disposed of in accordance with the laws and regulations 
of the Town of New Baltimore and any applicable federal, state, or county laws or regulations. 10. Permit Time Frame and Abandonment A. The Special Use Permit and site plan approval for a Solar Energy System shall be valid for a period of 18 months, 
provided that a building permit is issued for construction. In the event construction is not completed in accordance with the final site plan, as may have been amended and approved, as required by the Planning Board/Zoning Board of Appeals, within 18 
months after approval, the applicant or the Town of New Baltimore may extend the time to complete construction for 180 days. If the owner and/or operator fails to perform substantial construction after 24 months, the approvals shall expire. B. Upon 
cessation of electricity generation of a Solar Energy System on a continuous basis for 12 months, the Tow of New Baltimore may notify and instruct the owner and/or operator of the Solar Energy System to implement the decommissioning plan. The 
decommissioning plan must be completed within 360 days of notification. C. If the owner and/or operator fails to comply with decommissioning upon any abandonment, the Town of New Baltimore may, at its discretion, utilize the bond and/or security for 
the removal of the Solar Energy System and restoration of the site in accordance with the decommissioning plan. 11. Enforcement Any violation of this Solar Energy Law shall be subject to the same enforcement requirements, including the civil and criminal 
penalties, provided for in the zoning or land use regulations of the Town of New Baltimore. 12. Severability The invalidity or unenforceability of any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, provision, or phrase of the aforementioned sections, as 
declared by the valid judgment of any court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional, shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any other section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, provision, or phrase, which shall remain in full force 
and effect. 13.  Effective Date  This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.

APPENDIX 1: LOT SIZE REQUIREMENTS
The following table displays the size requirements of the lot for Ground-Mounted Solar Energy Systems to be permitted.

Table 1: Lot Size Requirements

Zoning District Tier 3 Solar Energy Systems
Residential/Agricultural (RA/RA-1) ≥ 5 acres

Planned Residential (R-4) ≥ 5 acres
General Business (B-1) ≥ 5 acres

Residential (R-1/R-2/R-3) ≥ 2 acres
Industrial (I-1/I-2) N/A

Planned Industrial (I-3P) N/A
Key: N/A: Not Applicable

APPENDIX 2: PARCEL LINE SETBACKS
The following table provides parcel line setback requirements 
for Ground-Mounted Solar Energy Systems. Fencing, access 

roads and landscaping may occur within the setback. 
Table 2: Parcel Line Setback Requirements

Tier 3 Solar Energy Systems
Zoning District Front Side Rear

Residential/Agricultural (RA/RA-1) 30’ 20’ 25’
Planned Residential (R-4) 30’ 20’ 25’

General Business (B-1) 30’ 15’ 25’
Residential (R-1/R-2/R-3) 50’ 40’ 45’

Industrial (I-1/I-2) 30’ 20’ 25’
Planned Industrial (I-3P) 30’ 20’ 25’

APPENDIX 3: HEIGHT LIMITS
The following table displays height limits for each type of 

Solar Energy Systems. The height of systems will be measured 
from the highest natural grade below each solar panel. 

Table 3: Height Limits

Zoning District Tier 1 
Roof-Mounted

Tier 
2

Tier 
3

Residential/Agricultural (RA/RA-1) 2’ above roof 15’ 20’
Planned Residential (R-4) 2’ above roof 15’ 20’

General Business (B-1) 4’ above roof 15’ 20’
Residential (R-1/R-2/R-3) 2’ above roof 10’ --

Industrial 4’ above roof 15’ 20’
Planned Industrial 4’ above roof 15’ 20’

Key: --: Not Allowed

APPENDIX 4: EXAMPLE DECOMMISSIONING PLAN
Decommissioning Plan for [Solar Project Name], located at: [Solar Project Address] Date: [Date]

Prepared and Submitted by [Solar Developer Name], the owner of [Solar Farm Name] 

As required by the Town of New Baltimore, [Solar Developer Name] presents this decommissioning plan for [Solar Project Name] (the “Facility”). 

Decommissioning will occur as a result of any of the following conditions: 
 1. The land lease, if any, ends 
 2. The system does not produce power for 12 months 
 3. The system is damaged and will not be repaired or replaced 

The owner of the Facility, as provided for in its lease with the landowner, shall restore the property to its condition as it existed before the Facility was installed, 
pursuant to which may include the following:
 1. Removal of all operator-owned equipment, concrete, conduits, structures, fencing, and foundations to a depth of 36 inches below the soil surface. 
 2. Removal of any solid and hazardous waste caused by the Facility in accordance with local, state and federal waste disposal regulations.
 3. Removal of all graveled areas and access roads unless the landowner requests in writing for it to remain. 

All said removal and decommissioning shall occur within 12 months of the Facility ceasing to produce power for sale. 

The owner of the Facility, currently [Solar Developer Name], is responsible for this decommissioning. 

Facility Owner Signature:  ___________________________________________________________________________________  Date:  ____________________
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By Dick Brooks
For Capital Region Independent Media

I am not ashamed to admit that toilets 
hold a certain fascination for me.  

I fi rst became aware of them during 
potty training, which for me occurred at 
a relatively early age. I don’t particularly 
recall the process, but I remember hearing 
my mother comment on the fact that by the 
age of 15, I was almost completely house-
broken.  

Anyway, unlike some small children, I 
had no fear of the toilet. Toilets in those 
days were more memorable than today’s 
appliances. They held about 50 gallons of 
water and when you pulled the little han-
dle, you had Niagara Falls in a bowl. They 
REALLY fl ushed. 

They were capable of swallowing whole 
diapers, small animals, complete rolls of 
toilet tissue and almost anything else you 
could stuff into the things. You pulled 
the lever, there was a wonderful gushing 

sound, a powerful whirlpool formed and 
with a slurping roar, everything in the bowl 
was gone.

This ability to suck down almost any-
thing was really handy on those solemn oc-
casions when a pet passed from this earth-
ly existence. We would gather around the 
bowl, say a few words of remembrance, 
pull the lever and Fluffy was in a better 
place. We referred to this as “Burial at sea” 
and it was a part of our growing up.  

Toilets were always there, always reli-
able, unchanged since Mr. Crapper invent-
ed the things in England in the 1800s. Their 
utilitarian design never changed; there they 
stood — white, shiny and familiar, always 
ready to serve mankind.

Then came the 1960s! It started with 
colors — who really needs an avocado 
green or a baby blue toilet? Designers did. 
Even before the Home and Garden Chan-
nel, they were changing things that didn’t 
need changing.  

Next the conservationists started sug-
gesting that you put a brick in the tank 
to save water. I guess they fi gured that if 
you saved a brick’s worth of water on each 
fl ush, we’d save Lake Erie or something 
similar.  

Then, woe is me, the designers got to-
gether with the brick folks and came up 
with colored toilets that held about a pint 
of water. Not only are they ugly (I’ve per-
sonally taken a baby blue and a chocolate 
brown toilet out of our house — if you’re 
interested, I still have them), but they don’t 
fl ush worth a darn. If fact, they fl ush so 
poorly that I often have to fl ush three or 
four times to get the job done, which, even 
fi guring with my limited math skills, means 
that I’m using more water than I used to.  

Forget about “Burial at Sea,” our new 
toilet burped up the last goldfi sh so many 
times that it revived and swam down the 
drain on his own.

Now there’s a new abomination on 
the face of the earth,.Mr. Crapper must be 
spinning in his grave — if he’s in a grave, 
maybe he was “buried at sea” back in the 
day when his invention could still accom-
plish that.  

They now have those toilets in public 
rest rooms that fl ush by themselves. This 
takes one more item that we have control 
over off the shortening list. What’s next — 
automatic wiping machines!  

That little red eye makes me uncomfort-
able, I feel like I’m being observed. Some-
times they don’t fl ush and I feel guilty and 
I just know my mother’s going to fi nd out I 
left a messy toilet and not be proud of me, 
so I dance back and forth until the thing fi -
nally fl ushes. But remember, it’s connected 
to a low water use toilet in the fi rst place 
so it doesn’t get the job done the fi rst time, 
so I continue to dance back and forth until 
the bowl is empty and I’ve gathered quite 
an audience. I then have to walk past the 
strange adults who sadly shake their heads 
as they cover their children’s eyes.  

These are not among my prouder mo-
ments.  

Does anyone know where I can get a 
pre-1960s toilet in basic white?

Thought for the week — “Many of us 
spend half our time wishing for things we 
could have if we didn’t spend half our time 
wishing.” — Alexander Woolcott

Until next week, may you and yours be 
happy and well.

Reach Dick Brooks at whittle12124@
yahoo.com.

The beauty of toilets
WHITTLING AWAY by Dick Brooks

Please Recycle This Newspaper

Cartaway, LLC is located in Glenmont, NY

518-439-0533

Dumpster Rentals Made Easy!
Commercial & Residential

• Construction • Demolition • Roofing • Clean-Out Work

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196 • Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY 12042

(1/4 Mile Past Quarry Steakhouse on
  County Route 26. Big red barn on the hill)

Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts! Corn Stalks.
Local Maple Syrup & Honey. Jams & Jellies.
Peaches & Pumpkins. Pies on the weekends!

Pick Your Own Apples
& Pumpkin Patch Now Open

BOEHM FARM,LLC

Follow us
on Facebook

On the 
Stand:

Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts! 
Corn Stalks. Hay Bales. Local Maple Syrup & Honey. 
Jams & Jellies. Peaches, Veggies & Pumpkins. 
Pies on the weekends!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm • Orchard closes at 4:30pm

Autumn 2022 Events:
OCTOBER 1-2, 8-9, 15-16
Colors in the Catskills Fall Festival 

Hunter Mountain Resort

OCTOBER 7-10
Catskill Mountain Makers Camp

Blackthorne Resort

OCTOBER 7-9
16th Annual Gavin’s 

Guinness Oktobersfest
Gavin’s Resort & Country Inn

OCTOBER 8-9
Windham’s 27th 

Annual Autumn Affair
Town of Windham

OCTOBER 7
First Fridays Catskill
Main Street in Catskill

OCTOBER 8
Boat and Lighthouse Summer Tours

Athens Riverfront Park

VISIT greatcatskillsevents.com 
FOR MORE DETAILS

C O L U M B I A - G R E E N E  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E

Congratulates Peter O’Hara

of Freehold, NY,

On His Appointment As

Chairman of the College’s  

Board of Trustees.

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518.697.6400  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  

Let’s Go, #CoGreene!
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 I wanted to thank everyone within the Ravena / Coeymans / 
Selkirk communities for their continued support over the last 
year. It has been difficult at times but we have managed to get 
through it and provide a helpful community service. We are back 
to regular business hours Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm / Sat 10am - 3pm 
/ Closed on Sundays
 Currently, with the volume of bottles and cans we are only 
taking drop offs - bring in your empties, place them in a designated 
area, we take your name and then give you the earliest time 
frame to come back or any time thereafter to collect your money.
Since opening in July 2018, we have helped raise approximately 
$52,500, which is almost 924,000 bottles/cans for 50 different 
organizations which anyone can donate to.
 We look forward to servicing the community in the future. 
If you have any questions regarding operation, donations or 
fundraisers please reach out....

Shane DeCrescenzo

Just Makes Cents
Bottle & Can Redemption Center

518-577-3084
Justmakescents6@gmail.com

2480 US Route 9W, Faith Plaza, Ravena
518-756-9091 • www.HopeFullLifeCenter.org

Helping Harvest
Grocery store for 
families in need!

SNAP, Credit and 
Debit Cards Now Accepted!

OPEN: MON, TUES, 
THURS, SAT 10-2 • WED, FRI 2-6

Building Your Dream Home?

ANNIVERSARY

ANNIVERSARY

Apply online in minutes at nbcoxsackie.com

Serving Greene, Schoharie and Albany Counties
1Pending credit approval. 11% down required. 

Rates and terms may change without notice. NMLS Co ID # 816880

National Bank of Coxsackie can Help
You with a Construction Loan1

•  We’re one of the few lenders that offer it!

•  Only 11% down required with NO PMI

•  Single closing with flexible disbursement schedules

•  No points, application, credit bureau, 
application or inspection fees

•  Competitive rates
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

WASHINGTON, D.C. — 
New U.S. Rep. Pat Ryan, D-19, 
took the oath of office Sept. 13.

Ryan, a Democrat, was elect-
ed in a special election Aug. 23, 
defeating Republican Marcus 
Molinaro. Ryan will complete 
the remainder of the term previ-
ously held by former U.S. Rep. 
Antonio Delgado after Delgado 
was appointed lieutenant gover-
nor in May. 

Ryan addressed Congress 
after his swearing-in ceremony 
was conducted. He spoke about 
the “honor of representing the 
community that raised” him and 
a desire to “restore faith in gov-
ernment.”

“This is a moment of im-
mense consequence and chal-
lenge for our country — I 
believe it is truly an all-hands-
on-deck moment for our de-
mocracy,” Ryan said. “And I 
pledge that I will fight every 
single day — with every ounce 
of my being — to deliver for 

the people of New York’s 19th 
District, and to renew trust and 
faith in our great nation.”

Ryan is a fifth-generation 
Ulster County native, small 
business owner and decorated 
combat veteran. He is the for-
mer Ulster County Executive. 
He was joined at the swear-
ing-in ceremony by his wife, 
Rebecca, and their two young 
children, Theo and Cameron.

The new congressman also 
announced Sept. 13 the open-
ing of two new offices for the 
19th Congressional District. 
The Kingston office is located 
at 256 Clinton Ave., Kingston, 
and can be reached at 845-443-
2930. Ryan’s office in Wash-
ington is located at 1007 Long-
worth Building, Washington, 
D.C., and can be reached at 
202-225-5614.

“Constituent services is a 
top priority of mine, as it was 
during my time as Ulster Coun-
ty Executive,” Ryan said. “My 
team is hitting the ground run-
ning and ensuring that constitu-

ents are getting the services that 
they need and deserve. I take 
very seriously my solemn obli-
gation and duty to serve every 
single resident, amplify their 
voices and their concerns, and 
to really fight on their behalf in 
Washington.”

Ryan’s term will expire Dec. 
31. 

The state redrew congres-
sional district lines earlier this 
year. Ryan will not run for a full 
two-year term in the new 19th 
District, instead opting to run 
in the newly drawn 18th Con-
gressional District, which in-
cludes most of Dutchess, Ulster 
and Orange counties, where he 
will face off against Republican 
Colin Schmidt in the general 
election.

The two candidates vying 
for the newly drawn 19th Con-
gressional District, which in-
cludes all of Greene County, 
will be Republican Marcus Mo-
linaro and Democrat Josh Riley.

The general election will be 
held Nov. 8.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
U.S. Rep. Pat Ryan, D-19, took his oath of office Sept. 13.

New congressman Pat Ryan takes oath of office

ners.
In addition to free carnival rides 

and pony rides, live music will be 
provided by the Horizon Band, 
Peaceful Country and Moonshine 
Mule. There will be a music talent 
contest with prizes, hayrides, a pet-
ting zoo, a tent craft fair and busi-
ness expo. Town Supervisor Paul 
Macko will hand out free hot dogs 
to all comers in the park’s conces-

sion stand. 
The annual townwide yard sale 

will also be held throughout the 
community, and the Greenville 
Public Library will host a book 
sale.

Carnival rides begin on Friday 
at 4 p.m. and continue until dusk, 
and on Saturday from noon until 
dusk.

Organizer William Bardel from 
Community Partners of Greenville 
said the two-day event is a way for 

residents to celebrate their town.
“Any opportunity for members 

of the community to come togeth-
er is important in reinforcing the 
bond that makes us all members 
of Greenville and the surrounding 
Greene County and regional area,” 
Bardel said. “It is an opportunity 
for everybody to meet and to cel-
ebrate what it means to be a part of 
our local community.”

“It’s also a lot of fun,” he added.
This year also marks the 30th 

anniversary of the opening of Van-
derbilt Park. Community Partners 
will dedicate signage honoring the 
history of the park and Greenville 
Day is another way to celebrate 
that.

“We are looking for any oppor-
tunity to highlight and showcase 
the park and what it has to offer ev-
erybody in the area and to encour-
age them to use it,” Bardel said.

Greenville Day is funded 
through a town contribution, a 

grant through the Wayne C. Speen-
burgh Greene County Legislature 
Grant Program, and contributions 
from local businesses and resi-
dents, Bardel said. 

“I want to thank all the spon-
sors that made this happen,” Bardel 
said. “We could not have done this 
without them.”

For a full schedule of events on 
Greenville Day, visit www.cpog.
org.

DAY, from page 1

LATHAM – Sunmark Credit Union, a 
full-service, community-chartered credit 
union serving New York through financial 
services and education, held their 22nd an-
nual charity golf tournament at Normanside 
Country Club on Aug. 1, raising more than 
$85,000 to benefit the Sunmark Charitable 
Community Foundation. 

The Foundation is devoted to the credit 
union philosophy of “people helping people” 
and serves to help various local communities, 
support financial education, and improve the 
quality of life for those in need. This sold-out 
event was supported by 144 golfers and 75 

corporate sponsors.
“This year, Sunmark is celebrating its 85th 

anniversary, and one of the ways we are mak-
ing our mark is by donating $85,000 through-
out the year to help build brighter communi-
ties,” said Amber Cooleen, chief marketing 
officer for Sunmark Credit Union and pres-
ident of the Sunmark Charitable Communi-
ty Foundation. “Thanks to the generosity of 
our sponsors and participants, we were able 
to reach our record-breaking goal during this 
milestone year, which will help us even better 
serve non-profit organizations.”

“For over 20 years, Sunmark has been 

raising funds for local non-profits through 
our annual Charity Golf Classic,” said Au-
drey Stone, community engagement program 
manager for Sunmark Credit Union and vice 
president of the Sunmark Charitable Commu-
nity Foundation. “The entire Foundation team 
spends months planning for this event, result-
ing in a day of golf, networking and fun for 
sponsors and participants, while raising both 
money and awareness for local organizations 
so they can continue the work they do to im-
prove our communities.”  

The event’s 2022 Premier sponsor was 
Maguire Cardona, P.C. Attorneys at Law. 

Platinum sponsors included The Cookie Fac-
tory, Sterling Insurance, and Fiserv. Ford & 
Reale Title Services, LLC; Latham Home 
Improvement; Carver; CDE Electric; Cor-
nerstone Building Corp; Halal Shack; IREM 
Solutions; CUNA Mutual Group; and WNYT 
were Gold sponsors. 

Representatives from the United Way of 
the Greater Capital Region, Special Olym-
pics, and St. Catherine’s Center for Children 
– who have received support from the Foun-
dation – were also in attendance at the event. 

Sunmark Credit Union raises $85K for charities

TROY — “Simple Forms and 
Complex Systems,” an exhibition 
of recent work by photographer 
Gregg Stanger, opened Thurs-
day, Sept. 22, and will remain on 
display through Nov. 10, in The 
Teaching Gallery at Hudson Valley 
Community College. 

With a background in fine art 
and biology, Gregg Stanger’s art-
work merges traditional photo-
graphic processes with geometric 

abstraction to explore the relation-
ship between order and disorder. 

This exhibition includes col-
lages on stretched linen canvas and 
cyanotype grids on handmade pa-
per, traditional materials that Stan-
ger said “add an additional layer of 
complexity” to his work that is “in-
spired by the seemingly unpredict-
able outcomes of complex systems, 
such as organisms, ecosystems, cli-
mate and the universe itself.”

The works on canvas incorpo-
rate simple, monochromatic pho-
tographs, while the folded paper 
grids are created with layers of a 
light-sensitive cyanotype emulsion 
– eliminating the camera altogeth-
er. 

After multiple exposures to 
indirect window light, “the irregu-
larities in the handmade paper, the 
inconsistencies in the hand folding, 
and the unevenness of the coated 

layers of emulsion resulted in an 
imperfect grid. Every azure square 
was unique.” 

For Stanger, “this repetitive 
process became an exercise is let-
ting go. I didn’t know where each 
piece would take me. I thought that 
by casting off my human instinct to 
order things, the outcome would be 
chaos. But instead, I discovered an 
equilibrium, a harmony more akin 
to the order of nature.”

A native of Massachusetts, 
Stanger now lives and works in 
Queens. He earned a Masters in Art 
degree in Art/Photography from 
New York University in New York 
City, a General Studies certificate 
degree from the International Cen-
ter of Photography (NYC) and a 
Bachelor’s degree from Hartwick 
College.

Stanger exhibit opens at HVCC Teaching Gallery
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“Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but not to his own facts.”

#SupportRealNews
- Daniel Patrick Moynihan
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Many people, both men and 
women, kept diaries in the past. 
I have a small collection of local 
diaries and would love to have 
more because they illustrate the 
daily lives people were leading 
and what and who was import-
ant to them. Most people started 
diary keeping on January 1 of 
a given year. While they may 
not have continued recording 
until the end of the year, the di-
aries usually tell what their au-
thors were doing on New Year’s 
Day. Since this edition of “The 
Greenville Pioneer” is coming 
out on January 1, I thought I 
would share with you how some 
people spent that day in the past. 
I don’t even know the names of 
all those who kept the diaries. 
Often, they didn’t put their 
names in the books. Perhaps you 
can guess who the authors might 
have been. If you do fi nd a clue, 
please let me know.

 Helen Tripp was one of the 
daughters of Alfred and Maria 
Utter Tripp. She was born Jan-
uary 26,1853, and she lived un-
til January 27, 1917. She lived 
in the brick house on the main 
street of Oak Hill with her fam-
ily. On January 1, 1874, she 
started a diary: 

Thursday, Weather very 
pleasant. I worked around the 
house until noon. In the after-
noon sewed on my dress. Did 
not go anywhere nor was there 
any one in here till evening. Mrs. 
Eliza Flower called. Received a 
letter from Libbie Russell.

Friday, January 2: Weather 
very pleasant, thawed all day. 
I sewed on my dress nearly all 
day. Aunt Mary Utter and Jim-
mie came down this evening to 
go to the donation. [I can imag-
ine what the donation was, but 
can anyone share more informa-
tion?] Aunt Mary invited us to 
go with her. The coal fi re went 
out last night. I had to make it 
up this morning. Aunt Mary had 
a very nice time; they cleared 
$104.

Saturday, January.3: Weath-
er very pleasant; thawed all day 
again today. I had to make the 
coal fi re again today. Father, 
Mother, Hattie and Carrie [her 
two youngest sisters] went over 
to Uncle Briggs today. [Uncle 
Briggs was a Tripp and lived in 
Medusa or Westerlo]. I fi nished 
my dress, all but the buttons and 
pockets.

Sunday, January 4:  Weather 
very nice and pleasant. Went to 
Durham to church this morn-
ing. Did not get back in time 
for Sunday School. Did not go 
to church this afternoon. [The 
Tripps lived next to the Oak Hill 
Methodist Church and were al-
ways very involved there.]  Or-
ville preached. I wrote a letter 
to Libbie Russell this evening. 
Did not go to church. [It sounds 
like there were opportunities to 
spend the whole day and eve-
ning at church.]

Chauncey B Day from Al-
cove recorded on January 
1,1887: Thurs. Went to Al-
cove—got 3 gal. kerosene.

The diary of another anon-
ymous person recorded: Jan 1, 
1888 Rained all day. Hugh here 
in evening. 

A. M. Cowles recorded in 
his diary: January 1, 1898: The 
snow that fell yesterday has 
been piled in heaps last night 
and the wind is still blowing. 
I could not get home last night 
for the snow was drifted.  Mr. 
Whitehead and myself played 5 
games of dominoes this morn-
ing.  In the evening played with 
Mr. Mackey. Mr. Cook and 
brother drove them to the house 
to break out the roads.

Jan. 1, 1918:  A diary from 
the Wade family recorded: Mary 
is with us. We stay in all day. 
Big Fire in Catskill 2:20 a.m.

Mrs. Mary D. Mattice from 
Catskill wrote: Wednesday, Jan 
1,1919: We stayed home. Made 
head cheese and hockeye [a pig 
product].

For years many Oak Hill and 
Vicinity families have gone to 
Florida in the winter; the Tripps, 
the Fords, and the Wades all had 
houses in the Bradenton area. 
For these folks, the New Year 
was a time to go south. A series 
of diaries written by the Wade 
family give an idea of what the 
New York folks did in Florida:

Gainesville Fla Jan 1, 1925. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bates, Nelson and 
I ate our New Year’s dinner to-
gether outside our tents plac-
ing our tables together. (Menu:  
fricasseed chicken, sweet and 
white potatoes, cucumber pick-
les, chili sauce, creamed onions, 
green peas, sweet corn, celery, 
cranberries sauce.  Coffee Lem-
on pies.) The men washed the 
dishes for us. Mrs. Bates and 
I called on Mrs. Harder from 
Hudson on this camp.

Jan 1, 1928: Spend the day a 
home. Bates are away the week 
end. Mr. and Mrs. Lasher called 
this afternoon. We spend our 
spare time writing letters. Nel-
son goes to church.

Deland Fla:  Jan 1, 1930 A 
very lovely day. Need no fi re. 
Wash this am; take a nap this af-
ternoon. And go with the Lash-
ers to see the Glorifi ed Ameri-
can Girl.

1934:  Deland, Fla. We go out 
for dinner and go to the movies 
in afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. Kipp 
from Orange City call in the 
evening. Tooldie seems some 
better today. 80 in the shade.

Jan 1, 1935: A lovely day. 
We call on Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
and the Hacks. Have our din-
ner at home. Spend our evening 
with Mr. and Mrs. Luke

Jan 2.  Three callers. Nice 
day. Our anniversary. Hacks for 
the evening.

Jan. 1, 1938: A lovely day. 

Had dinner at home. Junior with 
us. There was a dinner at the CC 
[country club?] Building for the 
Tourists but we did not go. The 
holidays passed off very pleas-
antly. Thunder showers later 
evening.

Jan 1, 1939:  callers this af-
ternoon.

Jan 2 this is our 56th wedding 
anniversary. Quite a change be-
tween then and now

Jan 1, 1940:  Mr. and Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Lasher, Nelson 
and I had our dinner at the Tour-
ist Club Rooms. A very nice 
turkey dinner gotten on purpose 
for the club about 230 were 
there.  Price 80 cents. The busi-
ness meeting at 7:00, then an 
entertainment and refreshments 
and card playing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howards came this afternoon. 

You can see the New York 
folks had a wide circle of 
friends, lots of activities, and 
warm weather. Some of them 
stayed a few months and then 
returned north. Others made 
Florida their permanent home. 

Another diary which has 
no name identifying its owner, 
written in an O-K Seal Theme 
Tablet is one of my favorites. It 
is titled “My Diary for 1936.”

Wed. Jan 1 --1936:  Geils, 
John and I were to Flossies & 
Harris. A beautiful day. Came 
back and stopped at Golda’s, 
they were sawing ice.

Thurs. Jan 2. John went on 
the road I did chores, washed, 
another lovely day starting to 
rain at night. Reggie Fowler 
broke his leg at Newells.

Friday, Jan 3. Johns home, it 
rained all day. John went with 
Floyd Nickerson after hay.  I 
went to Helens.

Saturday Jan 4:  Lovely 
day just like spring. Helen and 
I went to Middleburg got our 
money from Clarence, came 
back by way of Potter Hollow. 
Stopped at Ethel Bates got home 
about 4 oclock had a hay ride 
through the woods.

Sunday Jan 5: Just a perfect 
day Very icy rained last night.  
John walked to Elmers. Geil, 
K.O. and Cecile was down after 
milk.

Mary Wade, wife of Leslie 
Wade, lived in the Green Re-
vival house in Oak Hill. She 
became the Durham Town Clerk 
January 1, 1946 and record-
ed in her diary: We have Town 
Clerk’s offi ce and had the safe 
etc. moved to our house.  Wrote 
a few licenses.  Stayed home for 
New Year’s Day.

Jan. 2:  got desk ready for 
Town Papers, etc.  Had to get 
new battery for car. Pop [Leslie] 
got all the Town Clerk material 
in order for me. Not much busi-
ness yet. 

Brooks Atkinson, the dra-

ma critic for the “New York 
Times,” and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author who had a house in 
Durham on the Susquehanna 
Turnpike for many years, pub-
lished a book in 1951 called 
“Once Around the Sun.” It is 
presented in diary form in that 
there is an essay for every day 
of the year. 

Some essays describe local 
residents, but today I want to 
share his philosophical com-
ments on January 1, 1951. He 
was in New York City that day. 
His musings seem relevant for 
today: “New Year’s Day. The 
new year comes in with a sting. 
New York is alarmed. Rain fall-
ing at a freezing temperature 
has covered the sidewalks with 
a hard glaze. Speaking over the 
city radio the mayor personally 
warns motorists to keep off the 
icy streets. The Weather Bu-
reau forecasts a heavy snow-
storm tonight. At the moment, 
the year looks bright…. we are 
warm and we begin the new 
year triumphantly. The worst 
can happen; occasionally it 
does. Not many of us in Ameri-
ca are prepared for it, for we do 
not believe it in our bones. We 
cheerfully assume that in some 
mystic way love conquers all, 
the good outweighs evil in the 
just balances of the universe and 
that at the eleventh hour some-
thing gloriously triumphant 
will prevent the worst before 
it happens. In the austere light 
of the world’s experience our 
optimism is naïve. When wars 
and depressions strike us down, 
we are shocked, incredulous, 
and unprepared. But cautious 
calculations bore us; they have 
such a dismal appearance and 
sound. To Americans optimism 
is a more congenial attitude. It 
may be even more than that: it 
may be creative. For all that I 
know at the moment, ‘Happy 
New Year’ may be nothing less 
than prophecy as the world be-
gins one more journey around 
the sun.”

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas 
is the Town of Durham Histori-
an. She lives in Oak Hill, thus 
the name of her column. 

Greenville Auto & Truck Parts 
4979 Route 81, Greenville · 518-966-5344 

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 · Sat 8-5 · Sun 9-2 

OVERBAUGH
DUMPSTERS 

15-Yard Dumpsters Available 
Mark Overbaugh - Greenville 

518-947-9981

Spring Cleaning?? 
Want to Get Rid of Old Metal? 
All Metals Picked up FREE!! 

All appliances - Air Conditioners 
Outdoor Grills - Metal Swimming Pools 

Call Today! 
John at 518-756-3056 

Many people kept diaries in the past

The front of the “Once Around the Sun” dust jacket is typical of illustration in 1951 
when it was published. The book sold for $4.

The dress Helen Tripp wrote about in her diary would likely have been similar to those worn by the Tripp ladies in this picture. 
They prided themselves on their fashionable attire, made mostly at home. At that period of time, the local stores sold yard 
good and notions. Some ladies in town had a dressmaker come to stay for a week or so to make their new gowns.

The Tripps had a house in Bradenton, where the whole family visited.  I U was in 
fact living there when he died, but his body was returned to Oak Hill for burial in 
the Oak Hill Cemetery. They were members of the Bradenton Country Club.

Mary Wade of Oak Hill was one of the many area people who went to Florida each 
winter. Some visited; others retired there. Most people drove from the Catskills to 
Florida, and there are numerous accounts of their trips which took several days 
and possibly car repairs along the way. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The back of the dustjacket of Brooks Atkinson’s book pictures him and tells about 
his many achievements.

A Journal of 
Proceedings, 1935

By Mary Lou Nahas
For Capital Region Independent Media

Because I am interested in the history of 
Oak Hill and Vicinity, I collect books, letters, 
clippings, scrapbooks, almost everything that 
tells especially small details about the local 
social history.  

As a result, I always need to organize and 
catalogue items I have so I can fi nd them 
when I want them. That is not a job I really 
love, but I do enjoy what I fi nd when I make 
myself do that work. 

Last week, I was going through a bookcase 
and came across a rather small book entitled 
“Journal of Proceedings Board of Supervisors 
Greene County, N.Y. 1935.”

Much of what was published is pretty dry 
reading: an offi cial calendar for 1936 listing 
polling places, meeting to audit accounts, 
town offi cers’ meetings. 

I was somewhat interested in the attempts 
to purchase property for the requisite right of 
way for the construction of local county roads. 
It seems that not everyone was willing to sell 
their land for this purpose for the price offered. 
If the owner was willing to sell, then the su-
pervisors had to made certain they had a clear 
title to the property. Much time was spent on 
this task during 1934-35. I’ve never before 
thought about how I might feel if the county 
wanted my property to expand a county road. 
I did recognize the names of several who re-
fused the offers.

There were a number of reports about 
the Memorial Hospital of Greene County. 
Because the supervisors had oversight of the 
facility the book contained many details I was 
not aware of.

First, an application for a certifi cate of in-
corporation had been approved in April 1926. 
The object was to erect, establish and main-
tain a hospital in the village of Catskill for the 
care and treatment of sick and injured persons. 
Monies totaling approximately $100,000 left 
in bequests were at the beginning available. 

The supervisors resolved to make avail-
able $6,000 to Memorial Hospital of Greene 
County for additional furnishings and treat-
ment of sick and injured persons. The hospi-
tal was opened offi cially Aug. 10, 1933, as a 
general hospital.  

The fi reproof building, a two-story and 
basement of brick, had been located about 
416 feet in from the road on a level section 
of the property of about 20 to 22 acres owned 
by the corporation. A three-car garage of brick 
had been built several yards to the rear of the 
main building. The land surrounding the hos-
pital had been landscaped to a certain extent. 
Village water and electricity were available; 
sewerage consisted of three septic tanks.

The fi rst fl oor was made up of the entrance 
lobby with admissions desk at the center, fol-
lowed by the offi ce of the superintendent, a 
sitting room and two bedrooms for the super-
intendent and his assistant, as well as a locker 
room for nurses in the wing to the right of the 
entrance.  

The left wing was given over to rooms 
for patients and a sunporch, which was in use 
as a four-bed ward. Beyond this section to 
the rear was the nursery and delivery rooms 
with a three-bed ward for obstetrical cases, 
private rooms and utility room, lavatories and 
diet kitchen. The doctors were provided with 
a room and a lavatory located just off the en-
trance lobby. 

The diet department, furnace and boiler 
rooms, storerooms through which covered 
heating pipes ran, the cook’s room, two lav-
atories, the morgue, x-ray rooms and a small 
laboratory, as well as the suitably equipped 
emergency room located near the rear en-
trance, comprised the basement.  The morgue 
contained a table and was piped with running 
water; there were no refrigeration facilities 
available here.

Equipment was standard and in good or-

der. Facilities for special diagnosis and care 
were limited.  Order and cleanliness were ex-
cellent throughout.

The book contained similarly details re-
ports about the county jail, courthouse, and 
poorhouse, which I have not included here.

On another matter, the Board of Supervi-
sors received a letter to “call your attention to 
the fact that the few remaining Relics of the 
Civil War, which are stored in the County 
House, at Catskill NY, are shamefully neglect-
ed and inadequately guarded. They present 
the appearance of having been dumped into a 
heap and are rapidly deteriorating for lack of 
proper attention. The room in which they are 
stored is habitually unlocked and it would be a 
very simple matter for any unscrupulous per-
son to make off with any or all of these price-
less relics.” It was suggested that Catskill Post 
No. 110 American Legion take charge of these 
relics; they agreed.

The chairman of the Snow Committee 
of the Greene County Board of Supervisors 
reported they had examined the list of bills 
amounting to $1,325.44, covering the amounts 
expended for the removal of snow and the 
sanding of state roads and county highways. 
Town of Durham Supr. William J. Campbell 
received checks for $30.08 and $49.71 for 
work done on snow removal on county roads.

By far the most interesting and touch-
ing account I read was from the Department 
of Social Welfare — Division for the Blind. 
Investigation of application for relief for a 
45-year-old man living in Greene County, 
1935.

“The applicant is 45 years old. He support-
ed himself and his family at farm work until 
in November 1932, he lost his sight through 
a tragic accident while hunting. He has been 
very courageous and has tried his best to ad-
just himself to life without sight.”

“The applicant, his wife and their four 
small children (oldest a boy 11 years old) live 
on a 120-acre farm in a detached frame house 
in need of repair to some extent. The property 
is owned by the applicant. The house is well 
kept and nicely furnished. The children attend 
local school (the two older ones), the youngest 
child is under one year of age.”

“Applicant has three brothers and two 
sisters but none is able to give the assistance 
needed. His wife is unable to do more than 
take care of the home and the children. The 
oldest boy helps on the garden patch after 
school hours.”

“Applicant owns the property referred to 
above — yearly taxes total $75. The assessed 
valuation of the property is $1,900. There is 
no mortgage on this property but due to ap-
plicant’s loss of sight and consequent loss of 
income, the Board of Supervisors do not feel 
that he should be obliged to place a mortgage 
on the property. Applicant carries no insurance 
and has no money in the bank. The applicant 
is endorsed by prominent local residents. 
Friends had loaned applicant money to pay 
the taxes for the past year. They owe $200 for 
groceries. There is no service which the local 
Association for the Blind can render to this 
applicant. The medical report states the prog-
nosis is hopeless: ‘No treatment.’”

“As this applicant is without resources and 
is unable to contribute to his own support at 
this time, it is felt that he comes within the 
meaning of the relief law for the needy blind. 
An effort will be made to have him taught to 
perform some home occupation such as is 
possible for blind persons, through the Indus-
trial Bureau of the State.”

After careful investigation, the New York 
State Commission for the Blind recommend-
ed a relief allowance of $15 per month on be-
half of the applicant, under Chapter 185, Laws 
of 1911: $7 monthly will provide shelter and 
$5 will provide food, supplementing what the 
garden yields, and $3 will assist with clothing 
— a total of $15 monthly.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
This early post card shows the Memorial Hospital of Greene County as it was in the beginning.

Vitamins help your 
body and immune 

system stay strong.

VofV
Vitamins help 
your body and 

immune system 
stay strong.

X-ceed your 
expectations & strive 
to be your best self.

X
X-ceed your 
expectations 
& strive to be 
your best self.

Wash your hands 
and frequently used 

items often.

WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW
Woodhouse Lodge 
& Pizza is a hotel, 
restaurant & bar 
for friends from 

near and far. A 10 
room shaker meets 

mid-century modern hotel & 
tavern, tucked in the rolling hills 

of the Catskill Mountains.

3807 County Route 26
Greenville, NY 12083

hello@thewoodhouselodge.com
518-819-1993

Y
Yellow means 

caution, slow down 
and be aware.

YYYYYYY
Yellow means 
caution, slow 
down and be 

aware.

Z
ZZZZs! Get plenty of 
rest at night so you 
are ready to learn.

ZZZZs! Get 
plenty of rest 

at night so you 
are ready to 

learn.

Respect each other 
in and out of school.

RRRRRR
NYS certified 
K-12 Public 

school music 
teacher

914-598-7644
raoconniemarie@yahoo.com

NYSSMA Adjudicator
GCS Alumni 1993

Music lessons in your home.

Safety is a shared 
goal and a shared 

effort. Do your part.

SS
SNEquine is a full service 

equine facility in Perling NY, 
serving beginners to advanced 

riders of all ages. We offer 
riding lessons, lease options, 
and opportunities to become 

competitive in the sport. 
Contact Skylar Nolan at 

(518) 819.1455

Teach others what 
you know & learn 
something new 

every day. 

TABC
s

of
safe

ty

Update emergency 
contact information 

with the school.

Uof
safet

y
U

safet
y

safet
y

safet
y

safet
y

NYS licensed daycare center for 
children ages 6 weeks to third grade. 

7am -5:30pm M-F. 
UPK program also available 

through GCS district.
Contact Corie Litchko 

umcdaycare87@gmail.com

Quiet voices allow 
your classmates and 

teachers to focus. 

QQQ

Participate & pay 
close attention during 

virtual class time. 

PP
Looking to add a Pooch or 

Pup to your family?  Adopt a 
rescue from Puerto Rico.

Apply Today At: 
PoochesOutOfPuertoRico.org

Participate in class by 
following the rules

N
Never share your 

personal information 
with others online.

N
NEW BUSINESS ALERT!!

We are a full service florist, gift 
shop, and paint and sip studio.

276 CR 405, Greenville, NY 12083
Mon-Fri 9a-5p • Sat 9a-1p

M
Maintain a clean 

workspace. 

Specializing in Strategic 
Planning, Project 

Management and Change 
Management programs.

www.mbiconsults.com
mb@mbiconsults.com

518-339-9487

Only use your inside 
voice while on the 

school bus.

O
Host your event at one of our 
Historical 1800’s Rustic Barns

Weddings • Family Reunions 
Birthdays & More

Historically registered Hudson Valley 
farmhouse and barn for events of 150 or less.

West Coxsackie, NY 518-755-1706

L
Let someone you 
trust know if you 
are feeling sad or 

overwhelmed. 

High quality produce, grown 
using organic farming methods

.....
Farm stand open Saturdays

10am-2pm
.....

Located at 5204 Route 32, Catskill

K
Keep your attention 

focused on the 
teacher. 

Trust the Zestimate OR Call 
Kellie for the MOST accurate 

sale price on your home! 
The value must be 

appreciated in person!
Licensed and Local Realtor 

Kellie Wolf • 518-506-4026
Coldwell Banker Prime Properties

School Bus Safety
While at the bus stop, children must remember 

to stay at least five large steps away from the road 
and wait to board until the driver says so. When 
leaving the bus, students should make sure there is 
no oncoming traffic and wait for a signal from the 
bus driver before crossing busy streets.

While on the bus, observe the rules and stay 
seated at all times. Keep the center aisle clear of 
backpacks.

Walking/Biking Safety
Students may walk or bike to school if the 

school permits. School tends to begin during the 
morning rush hour, so students must exercise 
extreme caution when walking or biking to 

school. Stick to sidewalks whenever possible when 
walking. Cyclists should follow the rules of the road, 
including riding in the same direction as traffic. 
Choose the safest route as a family and practice it 
before school, advises the security company ADT.

Backpack Safety
Choose an ergonomically designed backpack 

to enhance safety and comfort. Backpacks should 
weigh no more than 5 to 10 percent of the child’s 
body weight, advises the National Safety Council. 
Rolling backpacks should be avoided since they are 
a tripping hazard.

With a new school year started, students and 
their parents can discuss school safety so the year 
starts off on the right foot.

Back-to-school safety guidelines
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TCI NY provides an essential 
service to New Yorkers

Processing, recycling, and repairing transformers
 TCI of NY is deemed an essential business in New York for its 
role in the power industry.  The company goes to the utilities with 
specialized trailers to pick up damaged or broken transformers to 
be inspected.  They are either repaired or recycled.  99 percent of 
the material processed is salvaged for beneficial re-use rather than 
landfilled.
 “The service is especially important today due to severe storms 
knocking out transformers.  This has resulted in supply chain issues 
for the utilities,” said John Hamor, Capital Energy Partners.  “TCI 
removes the damaged transformers so they can be replaced or 
repaired.”
 Transformers move electricity from higher to lower voltages 
so it can be delivered safely to homes, schools, and businesses.  
Everything related to electricity uses a transformer.  You see 
throughout your community the can shaped equipment mounted on 
utility poles or green boxes on concrete pads.
 “We are proud to be in Coeymans investing and creating new jobs 
while providing an important service to the community,” says Brian 
Hemlock, TCI’s president.  

To find out more about working at TCI, call John Barr at 
(518) 756-9997 or go to www.tci-ny.com for more information.

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL HOME FOR 60 YEARS!

741 DELAWARE AVENUE, DELMAR, NY 12054

(518) 439-5560
WWW.MEYERSFUNERALHOME.COM

A family owned funeral home, started in 1968 by 
Ben Meyers of Alcove. In recent years taken over by 

his son, Stephen; who lives in Ravena. 

For personal service, flexibility and cost savings on 
your cremation and burial needs. Just 13 miles from 
downtown Ravena. I know people do not like to talk 
to the tax man or funeral director, but if I can be of 

any help at the time of need, please feel free to call.  

Stephen Meyers - Where the name on the sign out 
front matches the guy you talk to.

Burials starting at $2,835
Cremations starting at $995

With the days growing shorter, now’s the perfect 
time to invest in your home’s energy efficiency for the 

winter ahead. Upgrade the look of your home with 
Smarter Windows at GNH. 

Durable, low-maintenance & built to work beautifully 
for decades. Plus, they’re made in upstate New York!

Visit GNH to learn more.

Greenville  |  Windham  |  Latham

Invest in Energy Efficient 
Windows this Fall

Lower Energy Bills
Smaller Carbon Footprint
Exceptionally Solid Design

11780 Rte. 9W • Coxsackie, NY 12192 • 518.653.5367

All Natural ‘I Scream’ 

Ice Cream • Hotdogs

Ice Cream Cakes 
For Any Occasion!

OUTDOOR SUPPLIES
11779 St. Route 9W, 

W.Coxsackie, NY 12192
518-731-3900

EXCAVATING
325 Medway-Earlton Rd.

Earlton, NY. 12058
518-731-6190

Halsted 
Companies
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses
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By Dr. Billy Holland
For Capital Region Independent Media

Anyone that has ever risen from 
the couch and declared their inten-
tions to work for the kingdom of 
God has felt the resistance of our 
negative human nature. 

Whenever God’s children feel 
a passion to demonstrate their con-
victions, it would be a good idea to 
be prepared for resistance and even 
persecution. It’s not only our in-
timidation about what others might 
think about us, but it’s also the chal-
lenge of imposing discipline over 
our own will. 

It’s true, we will face adversity, 
and it’s disheartening to realize that 
most people are not interested in our 
vision, which is why we must stay 
focused and remember our account-
ability is to God. An important as-
pect of spiritual warfare is between 
what He wants and how determined 
we are to do it.

It’s less painful to live according 
to our perceptions than to accom-
plish what the Lord has planned 
for us. Our human nature is clever 
and feels perfectly satisfi ed living in 
the apathy of denial. With the natu-
ral ability to have selective hearing 
and seeing, a person can go through 
their entire life living however they 
want instead of allowing God to 
open their spiritual eyes. 

There is an old saying: “As we 
discover what God wants us to be, 
we are then faced with deciding just 
how much we will do.” 

When we are convicted to take 
the bull by the horns, so to speak, 
we are setting ourselves up to be 
tested within the deepest recesses 

of our being. Everyone wants to 
be loved and appreciated because 
feeling good about ourselves is a 
huge part of our psychological and 
emotional stability. However, when 
we place too much emphasis on our 
emotional feelings and not enough 
on being obedient to God, we are 
already deceived and defeated by 
compromise.

We are emotional beings but we 
cannot afford to be controlled by 
them and one of the most diffi cult 
challenges is to develop our spiri-
tual discernment to the point where 
we know the difference between 
God’s voice from everyone else’s, 
including our own. 

Have you noticed when you 
sense the Holy Spirit beckoning 
you to say or do something for God, 
immediately other infl uences and 
persuasions trying to talk you out 
of it? There are powerful forces at 
work attacking our thinking to ma-
nipulate, distort and control our at-
titudes, emotions, and our relation-
ship with Jesus. 

Fear is trying to hinder our faith, 
but we need to realize that we have 
the choice to allow it to dominate 
us or we can resist it. Our trust in 
God includes allowing Him to rule 
and reign within our mind, which is 
a key component to Him being our 
Lord. He desires to possess us, but 
without us willingly surrendering 
our will to Him, we will not reach 
our intended spiritual destiny. 

This is why we should study 
God’s Word every day and con-
stantly ask the Lord to give us more 
sensitivity, wisdom and courage to 
execute self-discipline. Our destiny 
was given for us to fulfi ll, but if we 

are not interested, He is not going to 
do it for us.

Most people want just enough 
of God to save them but not to the 
point where it would require them 
to be uncomfortable or live accord-
ing to a strict standard. It’s much 
easier to wade in the baby pool 
that’s only up to our ankles instead 
of jumping in over our head with 
total dedication and commitment to 
His commands. 

Until we step out of our default 
existence and into His divine real-
ity, we will never comprehend the 
deliberate pursuit of living on pur-
pose. We are fi rst in line for His help 
and blessings but hardly excited 
about words like sacrifi ce, perse-
verance and accountability. 

So, just how much of God are 
you seeking and how important is 
it to obey Him? I’m reminded how 
the discipline of participating in 
sports is similar to the dedication 
and determination needed to be an 
overcoming Christian. Champions 
work hard and have an intense vi-
sion of who and what they want to 
achieve, which is another reason 
why most people are spectators in-
stead of participants. 

A truth seeker is listening, learn-
ing and focused on God’s voice and 
is willing to do whatever it takes 
to accomplish the vision they have 
been given. 

Are you satisfi ed with the 
amount of God that you have? You 
see, the only obstacle preventing us 
from being saturated with God’s 
presence is our resistance to surren-
der our life completely to Him.

Read more about the Christian 
life at billyhollandministries.com.

Are you satisfied with the 
amount of God you have?

Living on Purpose

Because you care! 
Sometimes, things don’t always work out at home for a child.     
New  York’s Office of Children and Family Services estimates that 130,000 

children around the state live with a grandparent, an aunt or uncle, or other 
family member. Some even live with close family friends. When a family member 
or close family friend assumes the responsibility of caring for a child, that’s called 
Kinship Care.        

Perhaps you are a kinship care provider, or know someone who is. If you are, 
you do it for all the right reasons. Because you care.  But there’s good news.    
St. Catherine’s Center for Children has launched a new program to support    
kinship caregivers in Albany, Schenectady, Greene and Ulster Counties. The     
program connects caregivers like you to a variety of community and public     
support services, providing you with the tools you need to succeed. Want to learn 
more? Call us at the number below, or email kinshipcare@st-cath.org 

St. Catherine’s Center for Children 
40 North Main Avenue, Albany, NY 12203 

www.st-cath.org  •  518-453-6700

St-Cath_Kinship Care_6-21_Layout 1  6/30/2021  2:37 PM  Page 1
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• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

Nation
Pickers

• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

2530 Route 9W, Ravena, NY
Closed Monday • Open 11-5
Saturday’s 10-5
518.495.9225

An Affordable 25 Multi Dealer
Antique / Vintage / Collectable Shop

FOUNDED IN 1958

Anatriello Agency
Insurance of course!

2477 US Route 9W, Ravena, NY 12143
Johna@AnatrielloAgency.com • AnatrielloAgency.com

“Excellent to do 
business with.”

-Peter Mahan

“Very friendly and 
knowledgeable 

people. A 
pleasure to do 
business with!!”

-Darrell Owens

“Competitive prices. 
Detail oriented and personalized 

service. Thumbs up.”

-Pete Foronda

HOUSEAUTO BUSINESS
u Personal Service

u Attention To Detail

u Over 60 Years Of Family Owned Business 

u Providing Service To The Community

Deep Steam Extraction
For your carpets, upholstery, 

vehicle, & office!

518.756.2669
Raymond Magee - Owner

Brightway 
Cleaning Service

Call Today 518.528.0144
challacombeconstruction@gmail.com

Challacombe Spray Foam

www.ChallacombeConstruction.com

Providing Kitchen and Bathroom 
Remodels and Spray Foam Applications

 w
w

w
.c

a
ts

k
il

lv
a

ll
e

y
c

h
ir

o
p

ra
c

ti
c

.c
o

m
C H I R O P R A C T I C    -    Y O G A    -    E N E R G Y  H E A L I N G       

G R O U P  F I T N E S S    -    I N F R A R E D  S A U N A    -    M A S S A G E

   -    N A T U R A L  A E S T H E T I C S  B Y  L I N D A    -

2 0  C O U N T R Y  E S T A T E S  R O A D     -     G R E E N V I L L E ,  N Y

(5
18

) 
8

6
0

 -
 9

5
5

5

A 
Aboard
Cruises depart & 

return to Shady 
Harbor Marina

  MM          

$5 discount with current dinner receipt from 
The Boathouse Grille

Sightseeing
Saturday, & Sunday 1:00 & 3:00

Sunset Cruises
Friday, Saturday, & Sunday 6:00PM

Private Charters
2 hr min | up to 12 people | offered 
everyday with 24 hours noticeeveryday with 24 hours notice

518-784-3513
70 Shady Harbor Drive, New Baltimore, NY 12124



18	 	 													The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  September 23, 2022

The Greenville Pioneer • Friday, January 17, 2020                                                                                                           13  

GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By Russell Gloor
For Capital Region Independent Media

Dear Rusty: If someone is col-
lecting long-term disability through 
their company and the company 
states the employee also must apply 
through Social Security, how does 
this work?

Does the amount of Social Se-
curity decrease from the amount 
the person would normally receive 
upon retirement? Is long-term dis-
ability for life, or just until you 
are of retirement age? How about 
for the spouse of that individual? 
Would it have any impact on them? 

Signed: Concerned
Dear Concerned: It’s common 

for private long-term disability 
(LTD) insurers to require that you 
apply for Social Security Disability 
Insurance (SSDI) benefits. Typical-
ly, the private LTD benefit will be 
offset (reduced) by the federal SSDI 
benefit. 

The SSDI benefit amount, if 
awarded, will be the full Social Se-
curity benefit earned up to the point 
the recipient becomes disabled and 
unable to work. That means some-
one on SSDI before full retirement 
age (FRA) gets their FRA amount 
earlier (FRA is somewhere between 
66 and 67, depending on the year of 
birth). 

The SSDI benefit will be based 
on the disabled person’s lifetime 
earnings history, unreduced for 
claiming earlier than full retire-
ment age. SSDI will automatically 
convert to regular SS retirement 
benefits at the same amount when 
FRA is attained. Thus, getting SSDI 
doesn’t detract from the person’s 
FRA benefit amount; rather they get 
their FRA amount earlier. 

Social Security disability ben-
efits last for as long as you remain 
disabled, or up to your SS full re-
tirement age. To be eligible, the dis-
ability must be expected to last for 
at least one year, and the disability 
must render you unable to perform 
significant work. 

You must also have worked re-
cently (usually at least five of the 
last 10 years) to maintain eligibility, 
and you must have contributed So-
cial Security FICA payroll taxes (or 
self-employment taxes) from your 
work earnings. 

Only very limited work earn-

ings are allowed when collecting 
Social Security Disability Insurance 
benefits, and Social Security may 
periodically require confirmation of 
continued SSDI eligibility. 

Applying for SSDI is a relative-
ly easy process that can be done 
online at www.ssa.gov/applyfordis-
ability, or by calling SS directly at 
1-800-772-1213. Depending on the 
nature of the disability, it usually 
takes three to five months to obtain 
a determination and, if SSDI is ap-
proved, there is a five-month wait 
for benefits to start. 

If the SSDI application is ini-
tially denied (about 65% of all 
initial applications are), you can 
exercise several levels of appeal, 
starting with simply requesting a 
reconsideration by Social Security, 
followed, if necessary, by a hearing 
with an independent Administrative 
Law Judge, a review by the SSDI 
Appeals Council, or even an appeal 
to federal court. Hopefully, if the 
applicant is now on private long-
term disability, the SSDI applica-
tion will be initially approved. 

As for whether the spouse of a 
person on SSDI is affected, much 
depends on the spouse’s age and 
how the spouse’s own SS retire-
ment benefit compares to the dis-
abled partner’s SSDI benefit. Ben-
efits for a spouse are available as 
early as age 62, but the spouse’s 
personal FRA benefit amount (from 
their own lifetime earnings record) 
must be less than 50% of the dis-
abled partner’s SSDI amount to get 
a spousal boost from the disabled 
spouse. Otherwise, one marriage 
partner being on SSDI will not af-
fect the other partner’s personal So-
cial Security retirement benefit.

This article is intended for infor-
mation purposes only and does not 
represent legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social Security 
Association (NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory) or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.

How does Social  
Security work with  

private disability insurance?

Social Security Matters

ing out on major life moments 
and milestones to answer the 
call to action.”

The terrorist attacks of Sept. 
11, 2001, are seared into the 
memory of the nation and must 
never be forgotten, he added.

“September 11 changed the 
world forever, it changed our 
country,” Tague said. “We can 
never forget what took place that 
day and the things that happened 
afterwards. It brought a country 
and its people closer together. 
We need a little more of that to-
day.”

The ceremony’s guest speak-
er was Col. Kevin Hicks (Ret.), 
who served in the U.S. Army 
National Guard from 1986-
89, and in the U.S. Army from 
1989-2015. He was in service 
15 years when the 9/11 attacks 
shook the country.

“We saw when the second 
tower was hit. We knew our 
lives were changed and we were 
now going to war,” Hicks said. 
“There were many who saw the 
attacks and responded immedi-
ately. Many of my friends and 
comrades deployed.”

Hicks also spoke of the need 
for supporting those who have 
lived through trauma and trag-
edy, and encouraged those who 
need help to seek out the re-
sources that are available.

“When I first joined the 
Army in the late ‘80s, it was 
very physically demanding and 
we stressed the physical things,” 
Hicks said. “Later, the chap-
lains started to get involved and 
started working on our spiritual 
fitness. It was only after 9/11 
that we started conducting re-
silience training, trying to teach 
ourselves how to recover from 
tragedy and how to deal with it, 
and to make sure there were re-
sources available to us.”

“Everybody deals with trag-
edy in some form,” Hicks add-
ed. “Please do not be afraid of 
seeking out help — talk to a 
friend, find the resources. Don’t 
be shy about seeking out those 
services.”

The names of law enforce-
ment and firefighters who died 
in the line of duty in Greene 
County were read out loud at the 
conclusion of the service, with 
a bell tolling mournfully after 
each name.

COUNTY, from page 1
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The Greene County Color Guard ushers in the flag at the start of the pro-
gram.
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Call us to make your tee time 
reservation today!

518.756.9555
Walk-ins are welcome, but please 
understand there may be a wait

38 TOMPKINS RD, RAVENA, NY 12143
MON - SAT: 7AM - 8PM | SUN: 7AM - 6PM

$35 LUNCH SPECIAL*

Wednesdays. 18 Holes of Golf with Cart & Lunch.
EXPIRES 9/1/22. *Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Soda, Water

$150 
COUPON

for a Round of Golf 
for 4 People 

including Golf Cart!
EXPIRES 11/1/22

15% OFF
COUPON

for Dinning at 
The Sycamore 

Restaurant & Bar
EXPIRES 11/1/22

Crossroads Ford
We are locally-owned & operated & our staff is customer-friendly with no 

pressure, so you can make the best decision for your next vehicle purchase.

518-756-4000 • 2351 Rt. 9W Ravena, NY • (Just 10 miles South of Albany)

ALERT!
These
NEW  

VEhiclEs  
just landed  
& WON’T  
last long!

PRE-ownEd SPEciALS 
FOrd EdgErd Edgrd Edgrd Edgrd Edgrd EdgEE

2 left

FOrd MusTaNg  
Mach-E gT
rd Musrd Musrd Musrd MusTTaaaTaTTaT NNg g 

1 left
FOrd ExplOrEr xlT 
spOrT appEaraNcE

3.0L V6, Auto., 4WD/AWD, 
Adaptive Cruise Control, 
Park Assist, Power Tail-
gate/Liftgate, Rear View 
Camera, 46,744 Miles.
$54,990

2021 Ford Mustang Mach-E

STK#  U11448T

AWD, V6, Automatic, 
Power Windows/Locks/

Mirrors, Tons of Rear 
Cargo Space, Tow 

Package,  72,480 Miles.
$48,995

2020 Ford ExplorEr

STK# U11419T

2018 Ford Fusion sE
1.5L I4, Bluetooth, 
Keyless Entry, Cruise 
Control, Emergency 
Brake Assist, Rear View 
Camera, 44,657 Miles.
$25,995STK#  U11185C

2.3L I4, Auto., 4WD/
AWD, Keyless Entry, 
Rear View Camera, 

Emergency Brake As-
sist, 10,251 Miles.

$36,990

2020 Ford rangEr xlt

STK#  U11474T

11
83
08
_4

FFOOrd Explrd Explrd Explrd Explrd Explrd Explrd ExplOO
1 left

1 left
FOrd EscapE sEl

corps from Delmar marching in co-
lonial garb.

The start of the parade was de-
layed by about 20 minutes as there 
was a medical issue for an individ-
ual on the parade route, and the 
Greenville Rescue Squad ambu-
lance rushed to the scene to provide 
care, parade announcer Ed Kostek, 
from Capital District Fire Buffs, 
told the crowd.

Several offi cial parade judges 
from the Inter-County Volunteer 
Parade Judges Association were 
also in the crowd judging marchers 
and fi re trucks. The group travels 
around New York and New Jersey 
judging parades and determining 
award winners.

“We judge everything from uni-
formity of their uniforms to the way 
they march, making sure everyone 
is in step, everyone is in a straight 
line, lines are straight across, front 
to back,” said Inter-County Vol-
unteer Parade Judges Association 
President Kenny Gordon. “Trucks 
are judged for cleanliness and if 
they are fi re-ready.”

The organization will judge 
nearly a dozen parades in 2022, the 
organization’s vice president, Dan-
ielle Glynn, said.

“This year we will judge about 
10 parades,” Glynn said. “Next 
week we will do Sullivan County, 
then Orange County, then Sussex 
County, New Jersey.”

This year’s Greene County con-
vention also honored two Greene 
County Firefi ghters of the Year, 
both from Greenville.

“On Thursday night at the 134th 
Greene County Volunteer Firemen’s 
Association meeting, Chief (Clifton 
‘Kip’) Drollette and 1st Assistant 
Chief (Clif) Powell (III) were hon-
ored with the Greene County Fire-
fi ghter of the Year award for their 
Dec. 23, 2021, rescue of an elderly 
woman that was unconscious in a 
house fi re in the Freehold Fire Dis-
trict,” the Greenville Volunteer Fire 
Company said in a statement.

Assemblyman Chris Tague, 
R-102, and numerous county leg-
islators, including Legislators 
Harry Lennon and Sherry True of 
Cairo, where the parade was held, 
marched and waved to the crowd. 

The annual convention was 
hosted this year by the Greene 
County Volunteer Fireman’s As-
sociation and the organization’s 
Ladies Auxiliary. The village of 
Athens and the Athens Fire Depart-
ment held the dinner and meeting 
portion of the convention on Tues-
day through Thursday at the Athens 
fi rehouse and the town of Cairo and 
Cairo Hose Co. held the Mardi Gras 
and dress parades in Cairo on Fri-
day and Saturday.

Tague said in a statement Drol-
lette and Powell were heroes for 
their bravery and courage, and that 
fi rst responders display those traits 
every day, putting their lives on the 
line for their community.

“It is because of the brave ac-
tions of our volunteers that many 
of our neighbors have faced danger 
and lived to tell the tale,” Tague 
said, “so I thank them and all of our 
fi rst responders for all they do and 
sacrifi ce to be there to save lives 
when people need them most.”

Dozens of fi re departments and 
auxiliaries showed off their best at 
Saturday’s dress parade. For some 
families, service to community has 
become a family tradition.

Jeri Hotaling, a Life Member 
of the Greene County Auxiliary 
and 50-year member of Coxsack-
ie’s Hose 3 Ladies Auxiliary, said 
many members of her family are in 
fi re service, including her husband, 
who has been with the company for 
60 years.

“We come every year to all of 
the Greene County convention pa-
rades,” Hotaling said. “This is won-
derful — we see a lot of people that 
we haven’t seen in a long time when 
we come out to the parade and we 
just have a grand time. I have my 
grandson with me, my daughter-
in-law — she is also a member of 
Hose 3. We have lots of other mem-
bers — it’s a family affair.”

PARADE, from page 1
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The marching band from Cornell Hook and Ladder was among several bands 
performing for the crowd.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The auxiliary from the Greenville Volunteer Fire Company.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The Oak Hill-Durham Volunteer Fire Company.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Cornell Hook and Ladder, from New Baltimore, took part in the festivities.
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