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COVID-19 death toll 
could reach 240,000

See page 9

We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
News about COVID-19 is chang-
ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
ably changed since we sent this 
paper to the printing presses. We 
encourage you, if possible, to 
visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/greenvillepioneer 
where we are sharing breaking 
news, closings and cancelations. 

To our readers,

Thank you, 
The Greenville Pioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―
Everyone is aware by now 
of mandates to practice so-
cial distancing, hand hygiene 
and other ways of preventing 
transmission of the coronavi-
rus, but here’s a possible dan-
ger you may not have thought 
of — spreading the virus 
through your trash.

Trash disposal was deemed 
an “essential” service by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo when he put 
strict regulations in place in 
the battle against COVID-19. 
But waste-disposal experts say 
there are risks if garbage is not 
handled and packaged proper-
ly — and that is a concern for 
them.

In Greenville, the town 
recycling center is open, but 
with limited hours. Town res-
idents needing to dispose of 
trash or recyclables can stop 
by the center from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday and Sat-
urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
the community safe, we ask 
that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 
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Trash is a possible danger when it comes to spreading COVID-19.

Trash can pose 
COVID-19 risk

See TRASH, page 10

Schools 
remain 
closed

By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

GREENVILLE—Schoo l s 
will remain closed statewide 
through mid-April and the state’s 
fi rst temporary hospital was 
completed in New York City on 
Friday as New York remains the 
nation’s epicenter for the novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Schools will now remain 
closed statewide through April 
15. Schools across New York 
were ordered closed March 18 
through April 1 to be reassessed 
every two weeks. The state’s 
waiver was extended for school 
districts to receive state aid with-
out holding physical classes for 
180 days. 

During this time, schools are 
still required to provide continu-
ity of instruction, meals for stu-
dents and information on avail-
able childcare resources

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier,” 
said Greenville Central School 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland. “When the District 
receives additional guidance 
concerning the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, we will be able 
to share more details and answer 
additional questions, including 
those surrounding spring break, 
grading, and other regulatory 
requirements. We recognize the 
diffi culties faced by our students 
and families and ask for patience 
during these unprecedented 
times.”

“Our teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families have done an 
amazing job working together to 
keep our students engaged while 
schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
proposed budget amend-
ment that would cut local 
voices out of the solar per-
mitting process is moving 
forward despite pushback 
from Greene and Columbia 
county officials.

Negotiations are con-
tinuing on the proposed 
changes to siting solar and 
wind energy, known as the 
Accelerated Renewable 
Energy Growth and Com-
munity Benefit Act, said 
Jordan Levine, deputy com-
munications director for the 
energy and environment in 
the office of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“It is impossible to say 

if anything outside the 
normal will get done, but 
renewable energy siting is 
still on the table,” he said.

Since the budget amend-
ment was announced on 
Feb. 21, local officials have 
warned that changing so-
lar siting laws to abolish 
the existing review process 
would violate home rule 
and diminish local author-
ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
Supervisor Rick Hanse.

“We are at the mercy 
of the state whether they 
take it out of the budget, 

and should it pass, the state 
will have complete authori-
ty to override town zoning 
laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
ist.”

Hanse said local offi-
cials have been lobbying 
lawmakers to debate the 
proposed amendment sep-
arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 

the amount of ‘touch’ our drivers have on garbage.”
— CARMEN BARBATO JR., OWNER OF CARMEN BARBATO, INC.

O�  cials are 
concerned that the 
proposed changes 

could accelerate the 
development of solar 
farms across Greene 

and Columbia 
counties, including 

Hecate Energy’s 
proposed 700-acre 

facility in Copake and 
the Flint Mine solar 

project in Coxsackie.
See SOLAR, page 10

Town eyes pond dredging project
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — The pond in the cen-
ter of Greenville is fi lled with green algae 
and water levels are low, so the town is 
looking to drain, dredge and refi ll it.

The water, located in Veterans Memo-
rial Park at the intersection of Routes 32 
and 81, is at a very low level due to the 
summer’s drought. In fact, the water is so 
low that in the center of the pond there is a 
small “island” of greenery that is normally 
under water.

A green fi lm of algae also covers the top 
of the pond.

The town is looking to dredge the pond 
and clean it out. Pond dredging involves 
collecting and removing sediment and oth-
er materials that have accumulated in the 
water.

The town council put the project out to 
bid but did not receive any responses from 
contractors. At the Aug. 15 meeting of the 
board offi cials decided to put the project 

out to bid a second time and look at doing 
the work in-house as well.

The last time the pond was dredged was 
in 1997, Water Superintendent Leroy Bear 

said.
Water levels are several feet lower than 

usual due to a lack of rain and the drought 
that prompted a statewide alert to conserve 
water.

“We might as well open it up and let it 
drain,” Town Supervisor Paul Macko said 
of the pond. “There’s hardly any water in 
there now.”

No bids for the dredging project came 
in. Town Councilman Travis Richards 
asked about doing the project with town 
resources instead.

“Is it feasible that we do it ourselves, 
seeing as how no one bid the last time?” 
Richards asked. 

Macko responded that it could be done.
“We could drain the pond and then dump 

some fi ll material in for a base to back the 
excavator in,” Macko said. “We’ve known 
we had a problem for the last couple of 
years and this year, being such a dry sum-
mer, it’s kind of complicated the problem 
because the water table in the pond is down 

See TOWN, page 19
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Grant could infuse 
millions of dollars 

into town
See page 13

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — Town Coun-
cilman Joel Rauf has resigned from 
the Greenville Town Council.

Rauf, who has moved out of the 
town, submitted a letter of resigna-
tion to Town Supervisor Paul Macko, 
which Macko read during the Aug. 
15 meeting of the town board.

“I am tendering my resignation 
as a member of the town board,” 
Rauf said. “I am no longer eligible to 
fulfi ll my duties as my residency is 
no longer in the town of Greenville.”

Rauf said he enjoyed working 
on behalf of the town. He was last 
re-elected to a four-year term on the 
board in 2019.

“It has been my pleasure to work 
with the board and the town em-
ployees to provide the taxpayers 
with services needed, along with the 
pleasantries of our wonderful small-
town lifestyle,” Rauf said. “It is my 
wish that the board continue with the 
fi rm belief that the town is a great 
treasure and that the residents want 
to preserve the beauty that attracts 
the people that continue to live and 
prosper in our small town.”

The town board unanimously ac-
cepted Rauf’s resignation “with re-
gret,” Macko said.

The board will next seek to ap-
point a replacement. 

“If anybody knows anybody or 
can give us some names, we will be 

See RAUF, page 19

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — The school district is 
working to put a $13.6M tax neutral project 
to the voters in December.

Matthew Schools, of SEI Design Group, 
presented the plan as it currently stands at 
the board of education’s Aug. 8 meeting.

The August presentation was a follow-up 
to an April meeting where the design group 
presented preliminary plans for the project. 

“This largely is a review for the board 
tonight,” Schools said. “We presented on a 
more local level and then came to the board 
with what we had prioritized. Everything 
started with the building condition survey 
process and we’ve boiled everything down 
into a prioritized project.”

Under the proposal as it currently stands, 
the middle/high school would see the addi-
tion of an art suite, art classroom renova-
tion, roof restoration, improved ventilation, 
asbestos abatement and exterior masonry 
renovations. 

“One of the bigger things we are looking 
to do is put an addition on the building to 
create a dedicated middle school and a ded-
icated high school art room,” Schools said. 

“Right now, they are in one space that really 
could be the space that one single art room 
should take up, so essentially they are two 
small art rooms. We want to add a little to 

the building and re-equalize the art rooms 
so they are essentially equal but larger col-

See DISTRICT, page 19

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Scott M. Ellis Elementary School is in line to receive the biggest chunk of funding and upgrades under the proposed $13.6 million renovation plan.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The town council is looking to drain and dredge the pond at Greenville’s Veterans Memorial Park. 
The pond is covered with a green film and the water table is about 3 feet lower than usual.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Greenville Middle/High School would see nearly $2.4 million in renovations if voters approve the 
proposal in a December vote.

Rauf 
resigns 

from town 
board
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AUGUST 2022
29-30 - Summer Garden Pop-Up with Bill 
Clark, 4-8 p.m., at Scribner’s Catskill Lodge, 
13 Scribner Hollow Road, Hunter. 
29 - Greenville Central School District Board 
of Education meeting, 6 p.m., at Greenville 
Middle/High School, Route 81, Greenville.
30 - Yoga in the Park, 9 a.m., at Cairo Public 
Library, 15 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

SEPTEMBER 2022
1 - Cairo Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., at 
Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
2 - Summer music concert hosted by Com-
munity Partners of Greenville, 6-7:30 p.m. 
at the gazebo at the intersection of Routes 
32 and 81, or in Prevost Hall in inclement 
weather. Michael Benedict Jazz Vibes will 
perform.
2 - First Fridays Catskill, on Main Street in the 
village of Catskill. Free admission.
3 - Annual Lawn Party Fundraiser, 4 p.m., at 
Eli Hutchinson House, 1440 County Route 
351, Rensselaerville.
5 - Labor Day. All town and village offices 
closed.
6 - Durham Town Board workshop, 7:30 
p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
10 - Oktoberfest, starts at 3 p.m. at Nussy’s 
Bier Garten, 57 Ravine Drive, Round Top. 
10 - Athens Cultural Center: Second Satur-
day’s Film Series, 8:30 p.m., at Athens’ Histor-
ic Riverfront Park, Athens. Film: “I Dream Too 
Much.” Free admission.

10 - Cultivate Catskill’s 2nd Saturday Trunk 
Sales, at Bridge and Water streets in the vil-
lage of Catskill. Cars $5, trucks $10. 
10 - Hudson-Athens Boat and Lighthouse 
Summer Tours, departure times 10 a.m., 
11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m., from Athens River-
front Park. Book tickets at https://www.
catskillmountainferry.com or call 914-589-
7773.
10 - Light Up the Barn Fundraiser support-
ing New Baltimore Conservancy’s resto-
ration work at the barn at Longview Park, 
1886 River Road, New Baltimore, 5:30-9 p.m. 
Cost is $15 per person.
11 - Fall Fling Flea Market and Craft Fair, 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., at TGM American Legion Post 
187, 94 Second Street, Athens. Vendors are 
welcome, visit Facebook page for more in-
formation.
12 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at 
Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
14-18 - 25th Annual Catskill Mountain 
Thunder Motorcycle Festival, at Blackthorne 
Resort, 348 Sunside Road, East Durham.
17 - Greene County Vietnam Veterans Mon-
ument Dedication, 1 p.m., at Veterans Me-
morial Park, intersection of Routes 32 and 
81, Greenville.
17 - Catskill Food Festival, 12-6 p.m., at 
Dutchman’s Landing Park, Catskill. Rain or 
shine. Free admission.
17 - Town of New Baltimore Yard Sale Day, 
townwide, starts at 9 a.m., New Baltimore.
17 - Siuslaw Model Forest BioBlitz citizen sci-
ence program, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., at Agrofor-

estry Resource Cneter, 6055 Route 23, Acra. 
Free of charge.
18 - Skywalk Arts Festival 2022, park next 
to Rip Van Winkle Bridge, state Route 23, 
Catskill.
19 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
at Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Green-
ville.
20 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
21 - Program: “Learn to Grow Ginseng,” 4-6 
p.m., at Agroforestry Resource Center, 6055 
Route 23, Acra. Cost: $15.
23-24 - Greenville Day Weekend, at George 
V. Vanderbilt Town Park, on Town Park Road. 
Visit cpog.org for final schedule, which will 
be posted in September. Free admission.
29-1 - Flyday Music Festival, at Blackthorne 
Resort, 348 Sunside Road, East Durham. Vis-
it www.flydaymusicfestival.com/tickets to 
purchase tickets.

OCTOBER 2022
1 - Dinner Among the Pines, annual fund-
raising event for Cornell Cooperative Ex-
tension of Columbia & Greene Counties, 6-8 
p.m., at Agroforestry Resource Center, 6055 
Route 23, Acra. Cost: $105 for one, $200 for 
two.
1-2 - Colors in the Catskills Fall Festival, 12-6 
p.m., at Hunter Mountain, 64 Klein Avenue, 
Hunter. Free admission.
3 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at Cai-
ro Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  
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THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

To have your organiza-
tion’s events added to our 

calendar, please enter them 
online at www.greenvillepi-

oneer.com
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  

GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.
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  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

For over 30 years, the Carver 
Company’s Core Compe-

tencies consist of General & 
Marine Construction, Sand 

and Gravel Mining, Property 
Management, Port, Stevedor-

ing, Terminal & Warehouse 
Management, Maritime and 
Logistics, and Tug and Barge 

Marine Towing. 494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — Capital 
Region Independent Media, the 
publisher of TheUpstater.com, the 
Greenville Pioneer and the Ravena 
News-Herald, has installed Wallit 
subscription management software 
to better service its readers.

Wallit’s software will allow 
TheUpstater.com to register users 
of the website to better target stories 
to their interests. 

Readers of the website will be 
asked in the coming days to register 
by providing their name and email 
address. Information will be kept 
confidential and will not be sold. 
It will only be used to register the 
reader for continued access to The-
Upstater.com.

There will be no cost to vis-
it the website and news content at 
this time, but registration will be 
required in order to continue ac-
cessing the news, sports, videos, 
community calendars, archives and 
other content on TheUpstater.com.

Wallit President and CEO War-
ren Dews Jr., who is also publisher 
and vice president of Capital Re-
gion Independent Media, said the 
partnership between the two com-
panies will result in multiple bene-
fits for readers.

“We’re really excited about this 
collaboration,” Dews Jr. said. “Cap-
ital Region Independent Media of-
fers high-impact, quality content to 
its readers and Wallit’s cutting-edge 
technology will enhance and ensure 
an excellent delivery of these ser-

vices.”
When readers access TheUp-

stater.com, a registration request 
will pop up on their screen asking 
for their name and email address. 
Registration will be simple and will 
only take a few seconds.

“We want to make the process 
as easy as possible for our readers,” 
Dews Jr. said. 

Wallit’s software will allow 
TheUpstater.com to register users 
of the site to allow future communi-
cations to these readers and power 
marketing efforts as well. Wallit’s 
best-in-class software will create a 
seamless, simple registration pro-
cess, he added.

Readers can expect to complete 
the registration process by the end 
of August.

Greenville Pioneer signing up 
readers for website access

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

DURHAM — A Tannersville 
man died when he allegedly fled 
from police during a traffic stop and 
fell down a rocky embankment, ac-
cording to state police.

Christopher Stanton, 40, from 
the village of Tannersville, died in 
the incident.

On Aug. 8 at approximately 
11:31 p.m., state police stopped a 
1994 Ford F-150 pick-up truck for 
a traffic stop on county Route 67 
in Durham. 

When a trooper approached the 
vehicle, an occupant of the truck 
fled on foot from the front passen-
ger seat, police said.

The man, later identified as 
Stanton, had multiple felony bench 
warrants, according to state police.

Stanton fled into a wooded area 
on the west side of the road. 

“The trooper entered the woods 
in an attempt to locate Stanton and 
observed him laying at the bottom 
of a steep rock embankment,” ac-
cording to police. “The trooper 
made his way down the embank-
ment and rendered first aid until 

additional emergency personnel 
arrived.”

First responders from the 
Greene County Sheriff’s Office, 
Greenville Rescue Squad and 
Greene County Paramedics arrived 
on the scene and provided rescue 
and first-aid assistance.

Stanton was airlifted by helicop-
ter to Albany Medical Center where 
he was pronounced dead from his 
injuries.

The investigation is ongoing 
and is being conducted by the New 
York State Police and the Attorney 
General’s Office.

www.facebook.com/ 
GreenvillePioneer

GLENMONT – The Na-
tional Bank of Coxsackie an-
nounced that Jennifer Vollor 
has joined their team as the 
new branch manager for their 
Glenmont location.

Vollor comes to National 
Bank of Coxsackie with both 
management and banking ex-
perience. She joins NBC most 
recently from Sidney Federal 
Credit Union, where she was 
a branch manager. Her prior 
experience includes being a 
banker and assistant manager 
for Citizens Bank. 

“I am super excited about 
joining the NBC team,” Vollor 
said. “I look forward to work-
ing with everyone as we con-
tinue to build a strong branch 

in Glenmont. It is a wonderful 
feeling to be part of a home-
town community bank that 
takes pride in their staff and 

makes their customers feel like 
family.” 

She added that she is happy 
to join the Glenmont communi-
ty.

“Glenmont is a beautiful 
area,” Vollor said. “I am look-
ing forward to getting to know 
all of our customers and the lo-
cal community.”

National Bank of Coxsack-
ie CEO John A. Balli said he is 
glad to add more talent to the 
team.

“The potential for growth is 
outstanding,” Balli said. “I look 
forward to continuing to work 
with such a strong team to help 
serve the Capital Region’s fi-
nancial needs.”

Jennifer Vollor

Vollor joins National Bank of Coxsackie

Police: Tannersville man 
dies fleeing traffic stop
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a con-
viction. All persons listed are innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law. 
Charges can be amended or dismissed.

STATE POLICE
■ Thomas Powers, 51, of 

Catskill, was arrested Aug. 4 at 
12:35 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with second-degree aggravated ha-
rassment, a class A misdemeanor. 
He was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Franklin Tiernan, 31, of South 
Cairo, was arrested Aug. 4 at 10:55 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with 
criminal contempt and aggravated 
family offense, both class E fel-
onies. His arrestee status was not 
reported.

■ Joseph Briggs, 43, of Henson-
ville, was arrested Aug. 5 at 1:50 
a.m. in Durham and charged with 
aggravated unlicensed operation of 
a vehicle and driving while intoxi-
cated with a previous conviction in 
10 years, both class E felonies, and 
use of a vehicle without an interlock 
device, a class A misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Shannon Provant, 29, of 
Glendale, Arizona, was arrested 
Aug. 5 at 10:07 p.m. in Catskill and 
charged with one count of tamper-
ing with physical evidence, a class 
E felony, and two counts of manu-
facture of drug-related parapherna-
lia, a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Haley Rahim, 23, of Jamaica, 
New York, was arrested Aug. 5 at 
10:07 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Steven Saavedra, 21, of 
Catskill, was arrested Aug. 7 at 3:46 
a.m. in Saugerties and charged with 
operation of a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassifi ed misdemeanors. He was 
released to a third party.

■ David Wells, 58, of Coxsack-
ie, was arrested Aug. 7 at 1:47 a.m. 
in Coxsackie and charged with sec-
ond-degree burglary of a dwelling, 
a class C felony; third-degree crim-
inal mischief and fi rst-degree crimi-
nal contempt, both class E felonies; 
and manufacture of drug-related 
paraphernalia and seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, both class A misdemean-
ors. He was held.

■ D.M. Terry, 24, of Albany, 
was arrested Aug. 6 at 10:25 a.m. 
in Coxsackie and charged with sec-
ond-degree contraband to prisoners, 
a class A misdemeanor. Terry was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Shaquan Jordan, 29, of Brook-
lyn, was arrested Aug. 6 at 12:30 
p.m. in Coxsackie and charged 
with second-degree introduction of 
contraband into a prison, a class A 
misdemeanor; and fi rst-degree in-
troduction of dangrous contraband 
into a prison and fi fth-degree crim-
inal possession of a controlled sub-
stance with intent to sell, both class 
D felonies. Jordan was released on 
their own recognizance.

■ Louis Morelli, 64, of Catskill, 
was arrested Aug. 7 at 8:11 a.m. 
in Catskill and charged with sec-
ond-degree criminal contempt/
disobeying a court order, a class A 
misdemeanor. He was released on 
his own recognizance.

■ Peter Koys, 44, of Tinton 
Falls, New Jersey, was arrested 
Aug. 7 at 7:27 a.m. in Hunter and 
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated, an unclassifi ed misdemeanor. 
He was issued an appearance ticket.

■ April Giddens, 40, of Brent-
wood, was arrested Aug. 7 at 1:34 
p.m. in Coxsackie and charged 
with second-degree introduction of 
contraband into a prison, a class A 
misdemeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Nicole Dwyer, 19, of Ravena, 
was arrested Aug. 8 at 4:53 p.m. in 
Ravena and charged with petty lar-
ceny, a class A misdemeanor. She 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Stanley Hilland, 63, of Free-
hold, was arrested Aug. 8 at 9:12 
p.m. in Greenville and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassifi ed misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Isiah Perez, 29, of Coxsackie, 
was arrested Aug. 9 at 10:54 a.m. 
in Catskill and charged with assault 
while confi ned in a correctional fa-
cility, a class D felony. He was held.

■ Erick Ornano, 26, of the 
Bronx, was arrested Aug. 10 at 9:40 
a.m. in Catskill and charged with 
seventh-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class A 
misdemeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Jorge Gil Garcia, 19, of Yon-
kers, was arrested Aug. 11 at 3:10 
p.m. in Catskill and charged with 
petty larceny, a class A misdemean-
or. He was released on his own re-
cognizance.

■ Roberto Perez Peguero, 27, of 
the Bronx, was arrested Aug. 11 at 
3:10 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A mis-
demeanor. He was released on his 
own recognizance.

■ Matthew Thompson, 59, of 
New Baltimore, was arrested Aug. 
11 at 10:27 p.m. in New Baltimore 
and charged with second-degree 
menacing/weapon, a class A misde-
meanor. He was issued an appear-
ance ticket.

■ Michael Catalano, 45, of 
Acra, was arrested Aug. 14 at 1:33 
a.m. in Cairo and charged with 
second-degree criminal trespassing 
and second-degree criminal con-
tempt, both class A misdemeanors. 
He was released on his own recog-
nizance.

■ Christian Kirmser, 48, of 
Brooklyn, was arrested Aug. 14 at 
1:32 a.m. in Hunter and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassifi ed misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Lisa Harvey, 53, of Water-
town, was arrested Aug. 13 at 9:14 
p.m. in Coxsackie and charged 
with second-degree introduction of 
contraband into a prison, a class A 
misdemeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Paul Ruby, 38, of Sauger-
ties, was arrested Aug. 13 at 11:10 
p.m. in Athens and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassifi ed misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Franklin Tiernan, 31, of South 

Cairo, was arrested Aug. 14 at 8:51 
p.m. in Greenville and charged with 
second-degree burglary/dwelling, a 
class C felony, and aggravated fam-
ily offense, a class E felony. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Michael Catalano, 45, of 
Acra, was arrested Aug. 14 at 12:28 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with 
second-degree burlary/dwelling, a 
class C felony, and second-degree 
criminal contempt and endangering 
the welfare of a child, both class A 
misdemeanors. He was held.

■ Gwendolyn Defreitas, 35, of 
Schenectady, was arrested Aug. 
14 at 9:25 p.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with second-degree con-
traband to prisoners, a class A mis-
demeanor, and fi rst-degree prison 
contraband and fi fth-degree crimi-
nal possession of a controlled sub-
stance, both class D felonies. She 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Ian King, 35, of Albany, was 
arrested Aug. 14 at 11:08 p.m. in 
Durham and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class 
A misdemeanor, and fi rst-degree 
operating a motor vehicle impaired 
by drugs and driving while ability 
impaired combined drugs/alcohol, 
both unclassifi ed msidemeanors. 
He was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Bobbie Prime, 61, of Port 
Henry, was arrested Aug. 15 at 
2:50 p.m. in Coxsackie and charged 
with second-degree contraband to 
prisoners, a class A misdemeanor. 
Prime was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ James O’Donnell, 39, of 
Mount Marion, was arrested Aug. 
17 at 5:04 a.m. in Catskill and 
charged with third-degree criminal 
trespassing, a class B misdemeanor. 
He was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Kevin Doyle, 43, of Sauger-
ties, was arrested Aug. 17 at 4:33 
a.m. in Catskill and charged with 
third-degree criminal trespassing, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Jason Morano, 43, of Sauger-
ties, was arrested Aug. 17 at 3:30 
a.m. in Catskill and charged with 
third-degree criminal trespassing, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Stephen Drobner, 29, of Del-
mar, was arrested Aug. 16 at 7:50 
a.m. in New Baltimore and charged 
with second-degree criminal tres-
passing and second-degree criminal 
contempt, both class A misdemean-
ors, and aggravated family offense, 
a class E felony. His arrestee status 
was not reported.

■ Shannon Joseph, 38, of Sche-
nectady, was arrested Aug. 17 at 
2:06 a.m. in New Baltimore and 
charged with seventh-degree crim-
inal possession of a controlled sub-
stance, a class A misdemeanor, and 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassifi ed misdemeanors. She 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Atniel Pagan, 22, of Catskill, 
was arrested Aug. 17 at 9:30 a.m. 
in Cairo and charged with assault 
causing injury to a person under 7 

years old, a class D felony, and en-
dangering the welfare of a child, a 
class A misdemeanor. Pagan was 
held.

■ Atniel Pagan, 22, of Catskill, 
was arrested Aug. 17 at 9:30 a.m. in 
Cairo and charged with burglary of 
a dwelling causing injury, a class B 
felony. Pagan was held.

■ Zachary Radick, 40, of Pres-
ton Hollow, was arrested Aug. 17 
at 11:19 p.m. in Greenville and 
charged with fi rst-degree operating 
a motor vehicle impaired by drugs, 
an unclassifi ed misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Gerard Landi, 72, of Athens, 
was arrested Aug. 18 at 1:09 p.m. 
in Coxsackie and charged with 
operating an unlawful electronic 
sweepstakes, a class E felony, and 
second-degree promoting gambling 
and possession of a gambling de-
vice, both class A misdemeanors. 
He was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Heather Becker, 27, of East 
Durham, was arrested Aug. 18 at 
6:48 p.m. in Durham and charged 
with second-degree obstruction of 
governmental administration and 
resisting arrest, both class A misde-
meanors. She was issued an appear-
ance ticket.

■ Michael Jubak, 34, of Catskill, 
was arrested Aug. 19 at 1:16 a.m. in 
Catskill and charged with operating 
a motor vehicle with a blood-alco-
hol content over 0.08% and driving 
while intoxicated, both unclassifi ed 
misdemeanors. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
5 Palisades Dr. Ste.320  |  Albany, NY 12205

Not all financial companies are the same.
Ameriprise financial advisors have access to a wide selection of products 

and services including investment products, insurance, brokerage services 
and other solutions to help you meet your needs for education savings, 

protection, estate planning, retirement and more.

RECOGNIZED INDUSTRY LEADER

www.Ameripriseadvisors.com/team/sm-miller-associates/resources

O: 518.458.7200 x 109  |  F: 518.458.7201  |  M: 518.337.0898

UNITED
WITH YOU

During these challenging 
times, you can rely on your 
newspaper to provide 
details about any resources 
that may be available 
to assist those who are 
vulnerable and in-need.

Together we help one another.
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n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
5 Palisades Dr. Ste.320  |  Albany, NY 12205

Not all financial companies are the same.
Ameriprise financial advisors have access to a wide selection of products 

and services including investment products, insurance, brokerage services 
and other solutions to help you meet your needs for education savings, 

protection, estate planning, retirement and more.

RECOGNIZED INDUSTRY LEADER

www.Ameripriseadvisors.com/team/sm-miller-associates/resources

O: 518.458.7200 x 109  |  F: 518.458.7201  |  M: 518.337.0898

UNITED
WITH YOU

During these challenging 
times, you can rely on your 
newspaper to provide 
details about any resources 
that may be available 
to assist those who are 
vulnerable and in-need.

Together we help one another.

Send us your church listing!
news@greenville

pioneer.com

Miller s  Mint
Forget The Rest, We Pay The Best!

Bring in your Broken or Unwanted Gold/Silver
Jewelry or Coins to get PAID CASH

CA$H FOR GOLD/SILVER & COINS

Dan Miller - Precious Metals Dealer
2384 US Route 9W, Ravena, NY 12143

607.760.3414

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

BETHLEHEM — A Hannac-
roix man has been charged in a fatal 
crash in the town of Bethlehem, ac-
cording to the Albany County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce.

Samuel Keir, 52, was arrested 
Sunday following a two-car acci-
dent at the intersection of Route 396 
and Starr Road that left the driver of 
the other vehicle dead.

Keir was driving after his li-
cense had been revoked due to 
previous incidents involved driving 
while intoxicated charges.

“Samuel Keir was found to 
be operating his vehicle with his 

operating privileges in New York 
as revoked due to previous DWI 
(driving while intoxicated) related 
incidents and was also found to be 
impaired at the time of operation,” 
according to a statement from the 
sheriff’s offi ce.

Keir has been charged with 
fi rst-degree aggravated unlicensed 
operation, a class E felony; driving 
while ability impaired with drugs 
and alcohol combined, an unclassi-
fi ed misdemeanor, and several vehi-
cle and traffi c violations.

Keir was issued an appearance 
ticket and released. He is scheduled 
to appear in the Town of Bethlehem 
Court on Sept. 20.

Hannacroix man 
charged in fatal crash



4	 	 													The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  August 26, 2022

Carver Companies fundamental belief has been to provide 
unparalleled service all while maintaining our values of honesty 
and integrity both on land and sea. We pride ourselves on our 
unmatched logistics services and superior products to our 
customers, partners and tenants. We work hard to inspire our 
diverse, well-rounded workforce and management team to always 
perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism.

CONSTRUCTION MARITIME MATERIALS

The Pioneer of Integrative 
Solutions on Land and Sea

HEADQUARTERS: 494 WESTERN TURNPIKE | ALTAMONT, NY |  518.355.6034

WWW.CARVERCOMPANIES.COM

30+ Years
IN THE INDUSTRY

5 Ports
on the East Coast and Canada

2,000+ Pcs
OF EQUIPMENT

By Isabel Kropp
For Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — Mary Lou-
ise Whitsell had a love for the 
outdoors and felt drawn to the 
Greenville Town Park where she 
would walk her dog every day. 

She was kind to everyone she 
met at the park and made many 
friends. One of her friends, Lin-
da Anderson, spoke of Mary and 
how they fi rst met.  

“I met Mary walking my dog 
at the park in Greenville,” Ander-
son said. “She was walking her 
two dogs, and my dog found her 
before I did. I was a little worried 
because my dog was fearful and 
scared of people, but right away 
he liked her.” 

Whitsell carried a bag of dog 
treats with her for the canines she 
met in the park. Subsequently, 
Anderson saw Mary often in the 
morning at the park.

Mary was originally from 
Detroit, Michigan, where she 
spent the early years of her life. 
The family moved to New Jer-
sey soon after due to her father’s 
work. Then her family relocated 
to Greenville about 22 years ago. 
Whitsell had had early retirement 
from Levi’s and was 50 at the 
time. 

Whitsell died on Dec. 14, 
2020, from complications due 
to COVID-19. People whose 
lives she had touched wanted to 
celebrate her life as an involved 
member of the local community. 

“She touched people in many 
different parts of the community,” 
Anderson said. “I knew her from 
walking in the park, but she was 
very active in Irish dancing. She 
was just a lovely person, and she 
makes me smile to think of her. 

Many wanted to remember 

Mary because of her amazing 
personality and contributions to 
the community. Mary would of-
ten bake brownies for the library 
staff. Her death shocked those 
who were close to her and em-
ployees at the Greenville Public 
Library. They wanted to me-
morialize the woman who is re-
membered as “fun, and friendly, 
and resilient,” Anderson said, “a 
woman who would continue to 
walk the park even after hip and 
knee surgery.” 

Members of the library and 
close friends decided on a bench 
in that very park, a place she 
frequented and where she made 
many friends. 

“I would like people to know 
that the bench in the park is for 
someone to remember a fun-lov-

ing person, and when they sit 
there, they can think about it and 
carry some of her qualities on,” 
Anderson said. 

Anderson worked closely with 
Maria Soler, another of Whitsell’s 
friends, to effect the project.  

Recently some art appeared 
on Mary’s stone. 

“Someone painted this on 
Mary’s stone,” Soler said. “I 
don’t know who, but I think it’s 
the same person who paints oth-
er rocks that are around. I think 
Mary would like it! She loved 
listening to the birds, the sound 
of the creek. She loved walking 
when there was a misty rain. She 
said it reminded her of Ireland.”

Remembering Mary Louise Whitsell

EDITOR’S NOTE: 
Here’s the latest in our on-
going “Good News! Stories” 
series. Sometimes, it’s the sim-
ple things that can make a big 
difference.

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

COEYMANS — It’s a 
simple concept that could 
reap an aesthetic reward — 
prettying up our mailboxes to 
add some curb appeal to the 
community.

That’s what volunteer 
Joan Radley and the new or-
ganization Seeds of Hope are 
trying to do with her cam-
paign to clean up and pretty 
up the neighborhood.

“The main objective is to 
get people to clean up around 
their mailboxes,” Radley said. 
“If you can imagine — if you 
rode down Route 143 and the 
mailboxes were all fl owery 
and pretty, it would really 
make a big impression.”

Seeds of Hope was started 
in the spring of this year and 
brought some local home-
owners on board, but they are 
hoping their campaign contin-
ues to grow next year.

It’s an easy way to add 
some visual appeal to the 
town, she said — clear out the 
weeds, straighten up the mail-
box if it’s crooked and plant 
some pretty fl owers. And it’s 
cost effective, too.

“We came up with this 
because we felt it was an in-
expensive way to go — just 
plant a few fl owers around 
your mailbox,” Radley said. 
“You go to the mailbox every 
single day, six days a week, so 
why not make it a pretty des-
tination?”

Radley is hoping the 
Seeds of Hope message and 
campaign gets out to more 
homeowners, particularly as 
2023 will mark the town’s 
350th anniversary, with plen-
ty of pomp and circumstance 
to go with it.

“Next year for the 350th 
anniversary, we are going to 
push again to see if we can get 
more people involved,” Rad-

ley said. “I really want to get 
together and talk about get-
ting some bulbs to plant in the 
fall this year so in the spring 
they will [bloom] around the 
mailboxes.”

Moving forward, the 
group is hoping residents 
will take more steps to spruce 
things up around town.

“We’d also like to get 
people to do something like 
a container garden — just a 
couple of containers or a win-
dow box, just to dress up the 
area,” Radley said. “If you 
drive through town, around 
the mailboxes it is all weedy 
and the mailboxes are falling 
over. We also realized that a 
lot of people also don’t have 
their fi re numbers on there 
and that is a very important 
thing.”

Having the building num-
ber posted on the mailbox is 
important in the event of a fi re 
or other emergency, so fi rst 
responders can easily identify 
the home when responding to 
an emergency call.

Seeds of Hope has also 
done some tidying up around 
town in public areas and gar-
dens.

“We also did some of the 
public gardens — we worked 
around the soccer fi eld sign, 
the veterans’ memorial in Co-
eymans Hollow by the high-
way garage, and we attempt-
ed to do the sign in Joralemon 
Park,” Radley said.

The park project presented 
some challenges, such as be-
ing too shady for many types 
of plantings and a couple of 
large trees that hampered their 
efforts, Radley said.

With the festivities 
planned to celebrate the 
town’s anniversary in 2023, 
cleaning up the neighborhood 
will be even more important, 
she said.

“Next year, with all of the 
activities that will be going on 
with the 350th anniversary, 
there will be lots of people 
coming into the town,” Rad-
ley concluded. “If the town 
was spruced up, it would be 
great.”

GOOD NEWS!: A 
simple change can 
reap big rewards

ISABEL KROPP/FOR CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Artwork in honor of Greenville resident Mary Louise Whitsell.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Seeds of Hope launched in the spring to encourage homeowners 
to spruce up their properties and add some curb appeal to the 
community

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
One of the mailboxes that was fixed up due to the Seeds of Hope 
campaign this year.

FULL SERVICE 
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR SHOP

- 27 Years in Business -

AAA Approved Auto Repair 
NAPA Auto Care Member

• Alignments 
• NYS Inspections
• Transmissions
• Brakes
• Engine Overhauls

• Fuel Injection
• Computer Diagnosis
• Electrical
• Suspension & More
• We Even Sell Tires!
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Capital Region Independent Media joins broad 
antitrust lawsuit against Facebook, Google

22 Hope Plaza, Coxsackie, NY 12192

Online Booking: 
SoulSerenitySpa.org

Full Body 
Waxing

Nails and 
Massages

Book with 
Savanah

518.545.8452

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CATSKILL — Jeff Friedman, 
the longtime president and execu-
tive director of the Greene County 
Chamber of Commerce, is resign-
ing from the organization at the end 
of September.

Friedman, who has been a stead-
fast advocate for Greene County 
businesses and for economic devel-
opment, started with the chamber in 
February 2013 and has headed up 
the group for nearly a decade.

“I told the board I would stay 
until the end of September,” Fried-
man said Thursday. “They are 
working on a plan to search for a 
replacement and they are also mak-
ing plans for how the chamber will 
operate in the interim between my 
departure and the new person.”

Friedman will join his family’s 
business, which is headquartered in 
Clifton Park, but he will continue 
living in Catskill.

“My brother has a contracting 

company, a fl oor-care company, 
and it’s been growing steadily for 
quite a while,” Friedman said. “He 
asked me to come in and partner 
with him in the company and man-
age the business end.”

For Friedman, the move is a re-
turn to what he did before he joined 
the chamber.

“It takes me back to my roots, 
which was general contracting and 
commercial real estate develop-
ment, which was what I did before 
the chamber,” he said. “It’s a new 
challenge. I just decided the time 
was right. I spent a lot of time at 
the chamber and I love the job. I 
love the chamber and I love Greene 
County. I love what I do, but this 
was an offer and a challenge that I 
felt I needed to take.”

The Greene County Chamber 
of Commerce thanked Friedman 
for his service and announced the 
search for a replacement has begun.

“The board of directors and I are 
grateful for all the time and energy 

Jeff has committed to the chamber 
over the last nine-and-a-half years 
and the impact he has had on the 
chamber and its member business-
es,” Greene County Chamber of 
Commerce Board Chair Nicole 
Bliss said. “We are happy for him 
as he takes on a new challenge and 
wish him well. The board has es-

tablished a Search Committee that 
will be tasked with fi nding Jeff’s re-
placement. If you happen to know 
of anyone who may be interested 
in such an opening, please feel free 
to direct them to me for consider-
ation.”

The organization posted a job 
listing for a new president/executive 
director on its website Wednesday.

“The President/Executive Di-
rector serves as the visible leader 
of the Chamber, as communicator, 
facilitator and interactive commu-
nity planner; responsible for the 
development, implementation and 
assessment of Chamber programs, 
projects and events to ensure each 
member business’s investment in 
the Chamber meets their needs,” 
according to the job listing. 

The job requires education and/
or experience in business or mar-
keting, strategic planning, budgets, 
fi nance, supervisory skills, and an 
understanding of the issues for area 
businesses, residents and elected 

offi cials.
A salary range for the position is 

not listed.
Friedman said he has appreci-

ated working with the chamber for 
nearly a decade and has seen signif-
icant growth in the organization’s 
role in the community during that 
time.

“The chamber has seen sub-
stantial growth and taken a greater 
leadership role in helping business-
es, our local economy and our com-
munities thrive,” Friedman said. “I 
have had the honor to work with 
an exceptional group of business 
owners, executives and community 
leaders without whose extraordi-
nary efforts and dedication Greene 
County’s growth and success would 
not have been possible. I am confi -
dent that the chamber is in a strong 
position to continue to meet and ex-
ceed the needs of our member busi-
nesses and our county, and I wish 
it nothing but the greatest success 
under a new leader.”

Chamber of Commerce president steps down

Jeff Friedman

Cartaway, LLC is located in Glenmont, NY

518-439-0533

Dumpster Rentals Made Easy!
Commercial & Residential

• Construction • Demolition • Roofing • Clean-Out Work

By Jared Stamm
For Capital Region Independent Media 

In late July, Capital Region Independent 
Media, which publishes newspapers in Alba-
ny, Greene and Washington counties as well 
as Rutland County, Vermont, fi led a com-
plaint against Google LLC and Meta Plat-
forms, Inc., formerly known as Facebook, 
Inc., in the United States District Court for 
the Northern District of New York.

The suit references a recently concluded 
antitrust investigation into the digital adver-
tising market and found that the anticompeti-
tive and monopolistic practices of Google and 
Meta have had a “profound effect upon our 

country’s free and diverse press, particularly 
the newspaper industry.”

It also states that Google and Facebook 
conspired to “further their worldwide domi-
nance of the digital advertising market in a se-
cret agreement they codenamed ‘Jedi Blue,’” 
by unlawfully conspiring to manipulate on-
line auctions that generate digital advertising 
revenue.

The Fitzsimmons Law Firm in Wheeling, 
West Virginia, is now representing more than 
40 ownership groups who collectively pub-
lish about 225 newspapers in 22 states and 
the District of Puerto Rico.

“Capital Region Independent Media is 
the fi rst and only media group in New York 

state that has an active case in litigation,” said 
Clayton Fitzsimmons of the Fitzsimmons 
Law Firm.

Capital Region Independent Media own-
er Mark Vinciguerra said he’d read about the 
beginnings of this case, “and as a small inde-
pendent publisher, I wanted to make certain 
publications like ours were being represented. 
I didn’t want it to be just the large players.”

Vinciguerra said the newspaper industry 
is not being fairly compensated by the big 
tech companies for the content it provides. 

“Tech companies like Google and Face-
book use our headlines as a lure to get people 
to interact with their platforms and then they 
don’t have to pay for their right to do that,” 

Vinciguerra said. “That’s unfair.”
 “They’ve already struck deals with the 

music industry and with the fi lm industry 
[for just compensation],” Vinciguerra added. 
“It’s just the newspaper industry in the United 
States that is still left out.”

The suit fi led by Capital Region Inde-
pendent Media charges that as a direct result 
of antitrust violations committed by Google 
and Facebook, “newspapers in New York 
and Vermont . . . are currently under a very 
real threat to their existence. Without redress, 
these newspapers, and hence the citizens of 
New York and Vermont, may well end up in a 
‘news desert.’”

DELMAR – The Bethlehem Chamber of 
Commerce hosts its 37th annual Golf Outing 
on Monday, Sept. 19, at the Orchard Creek 
Golf Course in Altamont. 

Sponsorship and registration are open to 
the public and members of the Chamber. 

“This is one of the important and fun 
events we hold each year,” said new President 
Terri Egan. “This fundraising event allows 
the Chamber to fulfi ll its mission to assist 
businesses and the community in the Capital 
Region. We support 400 member businesses 
in more than two dozen zip codes in Bethle-
hem and surrounding areas.”

The chamber encourages businesses to 
come play for the fun of it, network with oth-
ers, and enjoy a barbecue. It also provides an 
opportunity to reward hard-working employ-
ees.

“While play was suspended during the 
COVID years, we did get a chance to host last 
year, with more than 80 golfers registered,” 
said Egan. “We hope to have even more par-
ticipants this year. We appreciate the support 
from all our sponsors and want to recognize 
our top Eagle sponsors this year: Windsor 
Companies, Owens Corning and The Spin-
ney Group.”

Registration is $165/person or $660/four-
some, prior to Sept. 3. After that deadline the 
price is $175/person or $700/team. Prizes are 

awarded for: the best team score; individual 
score; Putting Contest; the School’s Out, Inc 
Longest Drive for Ladies; Crossroads Ford 
Longest Drive for Men; Carver Industries 
Closest to the Pin for Ladies; and Quality PM 
Closest to the Pin for Men.

Each player will also receive a team photo 
magnet, sponsored by Sunmark Credit Union.

Individuals or teams can also purchase 

a Super Pass which allows each player one 
Mulligan, one Stromboli (string to get closer 
on one hole), Pay-the-Pro and Putting Con-
test entry.

Players may register online at https://bit.
ly/390EvZh, or go to the chamber’s website 
at www.BethlehemChamber.com and click 
on “Chamber Events.”

COURTESY OF PEXELS    
The annual Bethlehem Chamber Golf Outing 
will be held Sept. 19.

Bethlehem Chamber Golf Outing, Sept. 19
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By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — They served 
their country in its time of need, and 
now they need a helping hand from 
their community.

The group that is building a 
monument to Greene County’s 
Vietnam veterans needs additional 
donations to make the project a re-
ality, and time is running short.

Volunteers from the Northeast 
USA Vietnam Veterans Reunion 
Association are working to build a 
monument honoring the 17 troops 
who died in the Vietnam War who 
have roots in Greene County.

The monument, which will hon-
or Vietnam veterans from all over 
the county, will be built at Veterans 
Memorial Park in Greenville, at the 
intersection of Routes 32 and 81.

“The project consists of a me-
morial containing an 80-foot fl ag-
pole, twin black granite monuments 
etched with the names of the fallen, 
and a centerpiece Bronze Battle 
Cross,” according to the group. 

The monument is scheduled to 
be dedicated Sept. 17 at the park.

The organization has been work-
ing to raise more than $100,000 for 
the project, and there is still a siz-
able gap in the funds that need to be 
raised. 

“As many are already aware, 
the Northeast USA Vietnam Veter-
ans Reunion Association has been 
attempting to raise funds to install 
a monument dedicated to the 17 
Greene County residents who lost 
their lives in the Vietnam War, in 
Greenville,” organizer Tim Broder 
said. “They need $112,000 to com-

plete the monument and have raised 
roughly only half of that thus far 
and the dedication is scheduled for 
next month, Sept. 17.”

The fl agpole alone is expected 
to cost $17,387, and the ceremonial 
fl ag that goes with it will be $849, 
according to the organization. The 
two everyday fl ags, at 12 feet by 18 
feet, will cost another $763, Broder 
told the town board during a presen-
tation in May.

The black granite monument, 

which will be engraved with the 
names of the 17 fallen troops, will 
cost $19,700.

At the centerpiece of the monu-
ment will be a 44-inch-tall Bronze 
Battlefi eld Cross, at a cost of 
$7,500.

The monument will be en-
graved with the names of the 17 
troops from Greene County who 
died in the war — Arnold Melvin 
Hull, William Michael Bagshaw, 
John Francis Dedek, William John 

Dolan, John Irwin Cameron, Don-
ald Wyszomirski, James Ronald 
Oakley, Paul Lewis, Paul Edward 
Albano, Norman Wilbur Clear-
water, Michael Joseph Rowcroft, 
Mark Vedder Schmidt, Ronald 
Francis Hock, Eugene Jerome Cur-
less Jr., Harry Joseph Sickler, Rob-
ert Bruce Schampier and Tunis E. 
Rappleyea Jr.

Anyone wishing to donate to the 

monument’s construction can do 
so by mailing a check to Northeast 
USA Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Fund, P.O. Box 326, Freehold, NY 
12431 or visit the website www.
neusavvmf.us. Companies can also 
provide assistance through in-kind 
services, which would lower the 
cost of the project and the amount 
that must be raised.

Vets group seeks donations for monument

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

FILE PHOTO    
The Bronze Battlefield Cross that will be part of the monument dedicated to 
the memory of Greene County’s fallen troops in the Vietnam War.

DELMAR — An annual walk in Delmar 
next month will support research in the fi ght 
against pancreatic cancer.

The 2022 Lustgarten Foundation Albany 
Capital District Walk for Pancreatic Cancer 
Research typically draws hundreds of walk-
ers, all aimed at the same cause — raising 
funds and awareness to support research into 
pancreatic cancer.

The 19th annual walk will take place at 
the Elm Avenue Town Park in Delmar on 

Sunday, Sept. 11. 
The walk has drawn more than 600 walk-

ers in previous years and raised well over 
$100,000 most years.

“Our in-person 2019 walk attracted 
over 600 participants and raised a bit over 
$152,000,” said organizers Shari and Neil 
Piper. “Faced with a pandemic and its eco-
nomic ramifi cations, our local 2020 virtu-
al walk was able to raise over $68,000 and 
our 2021 in-person/virtual walk raised over 

$110,000.”
Over the course of the previous 18 walks, 

the organization has raised over $1,400,500 in 
the Capital District.

The event’s corporate sponsors over the 
years have included AngioDynamics, St. 
Peter’s Health Partners: Medical Associ-
ates, Hepatobiliary and Pancreatic Surgery, 
NYRA, Albany Gastroenterology Con-
sultants, Ungerman Electric, Harris Beach 
PLLC, BJ’s Wholesale Club, Jessica Richer 

Group at Hanna Commercial Realty, Pioneer 
Savings Bank, SABIC, and TAJ Fine Indi-
an Cuisine. Trade sponsors have included 
Dunkin Donuts and Price Chopper. 

To learn more about pancreatic cancer, the 
Lustgarten Foundation and the walk, please 
call 518-475-1200, e-mail Albanywalk@
lustgarten.org, visit the Lustgarten website at 
lustgarten.org/albany, or check out the Alba-
ny Capital District Walk for Pancreatic Can-
cer Research Facebook Group.

Walk fi ghts pancreatic cancer
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West Coxsackie, NY 12192
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TWO LOCATIONS:
4852 Route 81, 
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Voted The Best Pharmacy in 
Greene County For Two Years Running. 

This award ceremony is put on by Greene County Chamber 
of Commerce and voted on by Greene County residents.

MEDICATION SERVICES
• Prescription Refills and Transfers
• Home Delivery
• Compounding
• Compounding for Pets
• Durable Medical Equipment
• Erectile Dysfunction Medication
• Immunizations
• Medication Adherence
• Medication Synchronization
• Medication Therapy Management
• Prescriptions for Pets
• Supplies for Physician offices

OVER THE COUNTER
• Pain Medication
• Cold and Allergy Medication
• Vitamins and Supplements
• Oral Health Products
• Feminine Hygiene Products
• First Aid Items
• Cosmetics
• School and Office Supplies
• Infant Care
• Hair Care
• Shower and Bath Items
• Sunscreen and Bug Spray

CARDS & GIFTS
• Home Decor
• Greeting Cards
• Special Occasion Items
• Seasonal Gifts
• Kid’s Toys
• Candles
• Gift Cards
• Scarves, Purses and Tote Bags

By Charlene Marchand
For Capital Region Independent Media

As I was preparing to shower 
for the second time today, after 
working outside in this lovely 
but hot and sticky 90-degree-plus 
weather, I had a fl ash that I that I 
had not recently addressed bath-
ing and grooming in this column 
– theirs, not ours!

Without further ado, will be-
gin a three-part series of columns 
today. Though I don’t think we’ll 
rival the Masterpiece Theatre se-
ries supreme, we shall nonethe-
less sharpen your kitty and dog-
gy spa skills.

First and foremost, consult 
your veterinarian if your animal 
has a skin problem requiring a 
special-needs shampoo. For the 
rest of us, a top-of-the-line prod-
uct yields excellent and consis-
tent results. All Systems, Cindra, 
Pure Pet, Miracle Coat, and Bi-
oGroom are just a few reputable 
and reliable ones, with #1 All 
Systems leading the charge.

Do not use people shampoo, 
liquid detergent or your equine 
preparation on your pampered 
house pet. The pH is not in cor-

rect balance.
The next most important step 

is to put some shampoo in a pail 
or pot, add warm water, and mix 
thoroughly to create a nice soapy 
solution. Now, wet your animal 
thoroughly with warm or tep-
id water, being careful to avoid 
eyes, ears and mouth.

Now use a washcloth to dis-
tribute the soap, massaging legs, 
neck, trunk, tail and all other 
body parts. That washcloth will 
get you to those hard-to-reach 
places. Don’t forget those bot-
toms – remember how diligent-
ly your parents worked to keep 
your baby bottom clean! Use a 
damp cloth to do heads and ears.

Now the most critical part of 
the process has arrived. Rinse 
fi rst with warm water, then rinse 
the entire body with tepid water, 
and then rinse again with a cool 
spray. I tell my clients to pretend 
that the fi rst rinse didn’t exist and 
proceed with rinse two and three 
to get the job done properly.

Wipe the coat backwards 
during the rinsing to eliminate 
any soapy residue that will cause 
itching and scratching later on. 
Now towel dry as completely as 

possible – don’t be stingy with 
the terry.

If Buster or Miss Sassy Kit-
ty will allow, use a dryer on a 
cool setting, blowing backwards 
to give them an exquisite, puffy 
‘do. Getting the coat dry to the 
skin is almost a necessity. Air-
force dryers made for your pets 
are exceptional in the results you 
get, i.e., a very dry coat.

When actively showing in 
conformation, my German shep-
herd dogs were bathed the day 
before the show, the morning of 
the show, the afternoon if they 
won Breed and went on to the 
Group, and bathed when home to 
remove the mousse, gels, sprays, 
and other show grooming preps. 
They never had “dry coat” or 
skin issues. Remember – water 
grows coat!

Another point of information 
– if your dog is shedding, four 
or fi ve warm baths in a row will 
hasten the shedding process. We 
do this all the time. Shortening 
the shed is a good thing. 

For a dog in normal coat, a 
tepid bath is to be desired. Avoid 
temperature extremes. Use lots 
of treats and soothing praise, 
and Buster will be jumping for 
joy when bath time rolls around. 
And although Miss Sassy Kitty 
may need a bathing bag to keep 
her calm, repetition coupled with 
positive reinforcement is the key 
to learning and enjoying. Let’s 
go bathe!

Feel free to call us with any 
questions at 518-828-6044 or 
visit our website at www.cghs.
org. Our Food Bank is open to 
any from the public in need of 
pet food or for those wishing 
to donate food from 11:30 a.m. 

to 4:00 p.m. daily. Spay/neuter 
clinics for cats are $86 male or 
female, including a rabies vac-
cination and a 5-in-1 feline dis-
temper combination vaccination. 
Nail clipping services are avail-
able every Saturday from 10-11 
a.m. at the shelter for a donation 

of $10 for cats and $15 for dogs 
(currently prepaid only). 

Charlene Marchand is the 
chairperson of the Colum-
bia-Greene Humane Society/
SPCA Board of Directors. She 
may be contacted at cghsaar-
on@gmail.com.

Glam treatment for Fido and Fluffy

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Sadie is a 4-year-old shepherd mix, pictured with CGHS/SPCA Adoption 
Counselor Kylie Hulbert. She was surrendered due to her previous owner 
having too many animals in the home. She does get along with other dogs, 
but we’re unsure if she’s ever been around cats before, so we suggest 
management at home. Due to Sadie’s timid nature, we aren’t placing her 
with children. Sadie can be timid when she first meets people, but she’s an 
absolute sweetheart when she opens up! 

Soft Paws
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BUY 2
GET 1
FREE
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Infrared 
FIT Bodywrap® 

Benefits can include weight loss, 
cellulite reduction, pain relief, 
relaxation, skin rejuvenation, 

and detoxification!

Tanning
One Month Package

Tanning made 
easy and hassle-free. 
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FREE
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Salon 255 LTD is a state of the art salon offering a full menu of services 
in a warm and luxurious atmosphere. Our professional, friendly staff 
are trained in the latest trends and are always advancing their 
education. In an industry that is forever changing, it is our priority to 
always provide a superior experience!

With a variety of offerings and services to choose from, we’re sure you 
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SUNDAY Closed
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You look fabulous!
SALON 255 LTD

salon255ltd.com
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“Journalism keeps you planted in the earth.”

#SupportRealNews

- Ray Bradbury
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Chasin’ Racin’

By Mark Kane
For Capital Region Independent Media

Where has the 2022 racing sea-
son gone? Did we not just get the 
green fl ag on opening night with 
layers and layers of clothing?  

No, it was 90 degrees and the 
checkered fl ag fell on the sea-
son-long track championships at 
Fonda Speedway.  When all was 
said and done it was Matt DeLo-
renzo claiming his second Modi-
fi ed Track Championship (2007) 
to go along with his 2, 358 champi-
onships (2004-2005) and is well on 
his way to claim the Albany Sarato-
ga Speedway Modifi ed Champion-
ships as well. 

The popular driver has always 
been a contender, but this year he 
came out on fi re and the blaze still 
burns behind the wheel of the po-
tent 3D machine. 

With Matt behind the wheel and 
brother Mike turning the wrenches 
they have become a force to be 
reckoned with. It is tough to win a 
championship and always has been 
in the Capital District due to the 
amount of talent that has fi lled the 
pits on a weekly basis through the 
years.  To win two in the same year 
is going to be something DeLoren-
zo can do.  

With Fonda’s championship 
in the record books, and if he can 
continue on as he has weekly at the 
“Great Race Place” where he has 
four wins, he may just get himself 
another championship. The entire 
DeLorenzo team has been work-
ing hard to keep their hot rod ready 
as they have been using the same 
car at both tracks, making it even 
tougher getting it turned around for 
the next night and always starting 
mid-pack. The last win at Albany 
Saratoga was aboard team mate 
Brian Gleason’s 3G ride. For a team 
that was not going to be a regular 
weekly at the start of the season at 
Fonda Speedway that all changed 
with such a great start to the race 
season. With his kid’s softball sea-
son coming right in the middle of 
race season, or I guess the other 
way around at times, it was made 
possible for Matt to pursue both 
Fonda’s SUNOCO Modifi ed and 
Albany Saratoga’s NAPA Modifi ed 
championships. Sometimes a little 
late to the track, sometimes mak-
ing some long trips, but it seems 
they made it work with family, race 
team, softball and the everyday life 
of the DeLorenzo’s.

CHAMPIONSHIP NIGHT
It was Championship Night at 

the “Track of Champions,” Fonda 
Speedway. Wow, it was sure a hot 
one in the old covered grandstands, 
but that didn’t keep the fans home. 
What a great view to once again see 
the race cars of yesteryear sitting on 
pit road as they had in the past be-
fore moving the pits over between 
turns 3 and 4. 

The Mohawk Valley Vintage 
Dirt Modifi ed Series (MVVDMS) 
once again had a fi ne fi eld of cars 
who are on the track to race and 
put on a show. Many of these driv-
ers are former racers, winners and 
champions, and now they are just 
having fun bringing the history of 
racing back one lap at a time

Last week when point leader 
going into the SUNOCO Modifi ed 
feature Matt DeLorenzo suffered 
mechanical issues and would fi n-
ish 21st, the points chase had be-
come a whole lot closer. Last year’s 
co-champions Ronnie Johnson was 
now only eight points behind and 
Rocky Warner went into the fi nal 
event with a 14 point disadvantage. 

Out of the 3 it would be DeLo-
renzo with the best starting position 
going off eighth, with Johnson and 
Warner starting inside the top 12. 

At the drop of the green it was 
Brian Gleason looking for his sec-
ond win of the season with the 
early lead into turn 1 with rookie 
Tucker O’Connor and Pep Corradi 
in the top 3. With Gleason out front 
Craig Hanson was on the move, as 
was DeLorenzo, both working their 
way to the top 5. 

The caution fl ew when Darwin 
Greene scattered the fi eld in turns 
3-4. Once back to green Gleason 
returned to the lead as O’Connor 
was holding his own in second as 
Hanson had worked his way to 
third and started to work on O’Con-
nor.  

It was R.J., Ronnie Johnson, on 
the move and now had the 3D in 
his sights as the 111 of Demetrios 
Drellos was just outside the top 5 as 
the caution fl ew for Jessica Friesen, 
who came to a stop on the back 
stretch just about the same place 
she did the week before. 

On the restart it was Gleason 
back to the front, with Hanson 
moving to second and DeLorenzo 
moving to third in turn 1 as Drellos 
was still on the move. The racing 
was heating up in the top 5 with 
Gleason and Hanson swapping 
the lead as there was tight action 
between DeLorenzo, Drellos, and 
Johnson.  The 93 of Danny Varin 
and 1 of Rocky Warner were on a 
charge and just outside the top 5.  
Still in command at the halfway 
fl ags Gleason, Drellos, Hanson, 
DeLorenzo and Johnson held down 
the top 5.

Starting to work over Gleason, 
Drellos made his move down the 
front stretch and became the new 
leader at the fl ag stand and would 
stretch out to a comfortable lead as 
Varin continued to work his way 
through the top 5 and into second 
after a late race charge from the 
13th starting spot. 

Following Drellos and Varin to 
the line was the 2022 Fonda Speed-
way SUNOCO Modifi ed Champi-
on Matt DeLorenzo, Gleason, Han-
son, Warner and Johnson rounding 
out the top 7.

602 SPORTSMAN
Much like the SUNOCO Mod-

ifi ed championship, the Swagger 
Factory Apparel 602 Sportsman 
was going to come down to the last 
race after Payton Talbot became 
the new points leader over Chad 
Edwards just last week. 

Now all Talbot had to do was 
hold it, starting 12th and Edwards 
in 11th, and try to stay out of trou-
ble. Easy, right? The green fl ag 
was out and the race for the cham-
pionship was on. Together the 
two contenders worked their way 
through traffi c as up front Stephen 
Gray would lead early before Greg 
Havlichek would lead lap 5. 

The fi ne run for Gray ended 
after he backed his ride into the 
outside wall between 1 and 2. After 
working his way from the eighth 
starting spot, Troy Zilles would 
power his way to the lead. Lap af-
ter lap, Zilles hit his marks and was 
able to turn back all restart chal-
lenges.  

Oh, and as far as that race for 
the championship, picking up his 
fi rst ever Fonda Speedway champi-
onship is Payton Talbot with a fi ne 
second-place run with Edwards 
third, and Troy Palmer and Bran-
don Gibbons rounding out the top 5 
in another competitive 602 feature. 

I have watched this young gun 
Payton Talbot over the last two 
years and he is the real deal, with 
plenty of talent behind the wheel 
and a great personality to go with 
it. He has that go-to-the-top-and-
dig attitude or he can dive low and 
work his way through traffi c, and 
not with the front bumper. There 
is a bright future ahead for Payton 
and the entire team.

MORE RACING
The Algonkin Motel Pro Stock 

championship found Nick Stone 
picking up championship No. 4 af-
ter picking up his 10th win of the 
year. After grabbing the lead from 
Luke Horning, Stone never looked 
back with Luke Horning, Chuck 
Dumblewski, Ivan Joslin and Beau 
Ballard rounding out the top 5.

The Montgomery County Of-
fi ce for the Aging Limited Sports-
man found Josh Kane pick up his 
second win of the year and with 
Zach Dufel eighth-place fi nish was 
enough for him to become the 2022 

champion. 
Another Warner is looking for 

a race win as young Corky Warner 
picked up a heat race and a fi ne sec-
ond in the feature. The Fonda Fair 4 
Cylinder Champions were Ken and 
Kerrie Hollenback as they continue 
to dominate the class. 

Chasin’ Racin’ would like to 
congratulate all of the 2022 Fon-
da Speedway track champions and 
their teams. Job well done!

ALBANY SARATOGA 
SPEEDWAY

As the point race ended at one 
area track the points champion-
ship is starting to heat up at Alba-
ny Saratoga with only three point 
races left as Matt DeLorenzo sits 
on top of the points with Peter Brit-
ten, Mike Mahaney, Ken Tremont 
Jr. and Marc Johnson in the top 5. 
Of the fi ve drivers, only DeLoren-
zo has not added his name to the 
“Great Race Place” record books 
as track champion. 

The NAPA Modifi eds made 
their way to the track on a perfect 
night for racing with a smooth, fast 
racing surface that would produce 
some great side-by-side racing ac-
tion throughout the night, and there 
was plenty of action. 

As the Modifi eds took Rich 
Peterson’s green fl ag it was Scott 
Huber grabbing an early lead with 
the Hunt’s XLS7 power plant un-
der the hood with James Meehan 
and Derek Bornt holding down the 
top 3. On the move was 2020 point 
champion Mike Mahaney working 
his way to the top 5 by lap 2 after 
starting eighth and third by lap 5. 

Out front Huber continued to 
lead as Mahaney worked his way 
around Meehan down the back 
straight for second. Mid-pack there 
was a tight battle going on lap after 
lap as Britten and Jack Lehner bat-
tled for seventh as Tremont Jr. and 
Johnson were swapping the ninth 
position. As Mahaney started to 
close the gap and was now all over 
the rear deck of Huber, it was Brit-
ten working his way to the top 5. 

Lap 16 would fi nd Mahaney 
with a big run out of turn 2 and 
would be the new leader going into 
3 with Huber, Meehan, Ronca and 
Britten, and Keith Flach staying 
right with the leaders in sixth. Once 
out front, Mahaney built a comfort-
able lead until the one and only yel-
low was out for Jeremy Pitts, who 
sat on the top side between turns 3 
and 4 brought the fi eld back to Ma-
haney. 

Back to green and it was all Ma-
haney as he powered his way into 
turn 1 as Britten would grab the 
second spot from Huber. Howev-
er, Huber would fi nd his way back 
around Britten to retake the posi-

tion and would hold on for a strong 
second behind Mike Mahaney 
with Peter Britten, Keith Flach and 
Adam Pierson rounding out the top 
5 after a nice run late in the event 
and an outstanding battle with Ken-
ny Tremont Jr. who hung on for 
sixth. Point leader Matt DeLorenzo 
was eighth in a great battle inside 
the top 10, with Marc Johnson and 
Jack Lehner much of the feature.

In other action, Chris Jakubiak 
picked up his fi rst ever 602 Sports-
man feature after starting ninth and 
making a move to the top to take 
the lead after a late race yellow. A 
graduate of the Limited Sportsman 
after four wins to his credit last year 
is another of the young drivers to 
keep an eye on as he gets more and 
more seat time. 

There is one thing for sure — 
there is no lack of talent working 
their way to the top of the 602 
Sportsman class here in the Capital 
District. What they do and in what 
direction they head there is a bright 
future here at our local tracks. 

Early race leader Travis Billing-
ton, along with Andrew Buff, Jeff 
Washburn, current point leader Tim 
Hartman Jr. rounded out the top 5. 
The Pro Stocks found Luke Horn-
ing with the win over Rich Crane, 
Jason Casey the new point leader, 
Shane Henderson and Chuck Tow-
slee rounding out the top 5. The 
Limited Sportsman found Phil Ar-
nold with his fi rst win, as did Mike 
Bussino, picking up his fi rst in the 
Street Stocks.

The racing at Fonda is on a 
break until after the Fonda Fair. 
Once back to racing action, it will 
bring us to the year-end Fonda 200 
weekend with $53,000 on the line 
to the winner, to be held Sept. 15-
17.  Rain date is scheduled for Sun-
day, Sept. 18.  

The year-end racing event for 
Albany Saratoga Speedway, Malta 
Massive Weekend, will be held on 
Sept. 23 and 24. Rain date is sched-
uled for Sept. 25. Don’t forget they 
still have regular racing for the next 
three weeks.

Utica Rome will be holding 
their year-end event, the STSS race, 
the New Yorker 50 Halmar Inter-
national Elite, on Sunday, Sept. 4. 
This will be a $25,000-to-win race 
with a $80,000 total purse.

Thank you for your continued 
support of the sponsors that help 
make racing possible at our local 
tracks. A huge thank you goes out 
to the track promoters as without 
them there would be no racing.

Track championships at Fonda Speedway

Keith W. Valentine, CIC, LUTCF and his team are ready to serve all 
of your insurance needs with more companies, more choices, and 
more experience which all lead to BIG Savings for you!

Take advantage of Valentine Insurance Agency’s affiliation with 
SAN group and SIAA, the largest alliance of independent Insurance 
Agencies in the Northeast and Continental U.S., with over 3500 
Members across 48 states writing more than $9 Billion in total 
member premiums.

Contact Keith Valentine for a quote!
Office 518-943-3489 • Mobile 518-821-8244

KEITH@MYVALENTINEINSURANCE.COM

More Than Great Rates

Trusted Advisors

HOME AUTO BUSINESS LIFE HEALTH

www.myvalentineinsurance.com

Jon T., customer since 2004

I’ve bought property insurance and auto insurance from Valentine Insurance 
Agency for nearly 20 years, and they are simply the BEST. I owned many rental 
properties in Greene County, and renovated several buildings. Valentine not 
only found the appropriate insurance, but gave years of invaluable advice. Their 
knowledge of property and business in the local area helped me tremendously, and 
I have recommended them to everyone. Don’t waste your time using anyone else.

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO    
Nick Stone picked up 10 wins on the season on his way to his fourth Pro 
Stock championship at Fonda Speedway.

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO
Mike Mahaney had a change of luck and a really fast race car to pick up the 
NAPA Modified win at Albany Saratoga Speedway.

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO    
Payton Talbot added his name to the Fonda Speedway record books, picking 
up the 602 Sportsman Track Championship.
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One of the things I liked most about my 
former job as a Cooperative Extension agent 
in Greene County was the process of figuring 
out what was causing problems with garden 
plants, lawns, trees or shrubs. It is sort of like 
detective work without a cloak or dagger.

I used what I learned about this topic 
in public health as well, when we contract-
ed with the New York State Department of 
Health to conduct educational programs to 
combat Lyme disease. This week I will share 
some principles of disease and infection I 
learned, which are pretty relevant in these 
days of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In order to contract a disease, whether 
it is a plant or animal disease, three factors 
must occur simultaneously. If any of these 
three factors are not present, there can be no 
disease. First, before I discuss these specific 
factors, I need to talk about the things that 
cause disease.

In general, disease-causing organisms 
are fungi, bacteria or viruses. All may cause 
diseases with similar symptoms, but all are 
different in their mode of action or how they 
infect.

It seems to me that most plant diseases 
are caused by fungi. Fungi are organisms that 
generally require water to become infectious. 

Lacking chlorophyll, they need to get their 
“food” from other sources than sunlight by 
breaking down and absorbing organic matter. 
Sometimes in the process of feeding on plant 
material, they kill or damage their host. This 
distinguished pathogens from saprophytes.

Once a plant is infected with a fungal 
disease, it is generally difficult to “cure” the 
infection. The general strategy is to try to 
prevent the infection in the first place or keep 
it from spreading. Fungi are living organisms 
that can survive for a long time, either active-
ly causing infection, or in a dormant state that 
may last for 100 years or more. This longev-
ity allows them to re-occur when conditions 
are right. Some fungal diseases are ubiqui-
tous and must be dealt with every season.

Twenty years ago, almost all the garden 
seeds that were sold were treated with a 
pink-colored fungicide called “Captan.” This 
fungicide protected tender seedlings from 
getting “damping off,” which is a general 
term for similar diseases caused by several 
genera of fungi. The infected seedlings grow 
spindly and eventually keel over and die with 
a conspicuous shriveling or narrowing of the 
stem at soil level. It is highly contagious and 
usually fatal once contracted.

It is virtually impossible to cure a flat 

of seedlings once the disease occurs, so the 
emphasis is on prevention. In addition to pre-
ventive chemical fungicides there are cultur-
al practices than can also be utilized, much to 
the satisfaction of gardeners who don’t want 
to use chemical fungicides.

Another major cause of disease in plants 
and animals are bacteria. Bacteria are also 
living organisms that can exhibit long-term 
dormancy. Like fungi, they can damage their 
hosts by “feeding” on the tissue of the host 
and using the host’s cells to grow and multi-
ply. Of course, not all bacteria are pathogenic 
and neither are all fungi.

Our bodies contain millions of foreign 
bacteria and fungi that do us no harm what-
soever. In fact, many of these organisms are 
responsible for keeping us healthy. Bacteria, 
like fungi, usually require water to become 
infectious.

One of the most common bacterial dis-
ease of pears and apples is called “fireblight.” 
This disease most often occurs when rain or 
hail hits flower blossoms. Splashing water 
spreads the disease. Most, but not all, fun-
gicides are ineffective in treating bacterial 
disease. Commercial fruit growers often use 
antibiotics, such as streptomycin, to try to kill 
bacteria.

A third major infectious agent is viruses. 
Viruses, like the COVID-19 virus, are very 
different than bacteria or fungi in the sense 
that they are not living organisms, per se. 
They can only survive and reproduce inside 
living cells. They have a very short life ex-
pectancy, unlike bacteria or fungi, and they 
don’t necessarily need water to infect. Think 
of them as renegade hunks of DNA or RNA 
that get into the genes of plants or animals, 
and direct the cells to make more viruses. 
They are also very tiny compared to fungi 
and bacteria.

Viral infections in plants are far less com-
mon than bacterial or fungal infections be-
cause they generally cannot get inside a plant 
without help from another living organism. 
Leafhopper insects and aphids are usually 
involved in viral infections in plants. These 
insects inject the virus into the plant physi-
cally with their mouthparts and once inside 
the plant they can replicate.

Since all three of these types of patho-
gens cause disease in somewhat different 
manners, dealing with them requires differ-
ent strategies, but the principles of infection 
remain essentially the same. This is where I 
will pick up the story next week.

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@cornell.edu

Plant diseases
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*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By Bob Beyfuss
For Capital Region Independent Media

This is the time of year we har-
vest many of our favorite vegeta-
bles. 

The following tips will ensure 
that you get the best possible quality 
from your efforts. 

There is still time to plant some 
fall crops such as beets and salad 
greens. Lettuce seed will not sprout 
in hot soil. Sow the seed and water. 
Then lay a board on top to keep the 
soil cool until the seed sprouts!

• Beans, green, yellow or purple 
podded: Harvest when still thin and 
about 3 to 4 inches long for best 
quality. Keep cold and humid and 
use as soon as possible.

• Beets: Harvest beets   
about 2 inches in diameter. If al-
lowed to get much larger, they be-
come woody, especially in warm, 
dry weather. Remove all but about 
1 1/2 inches of tops. Wash and re-
frigerate immediately. 

• Brussels sprouts: Harvest after 
frost in early to late fall. If sprouts 

have not begun to form by mid-Au-
gust, pinch the tops off the plants.  

• Cabbage: Harvest when head 
becomes solid and firm. Outer 
leaves should possess a uniform 
green or purple color (depending 
on type). Excessive water uptake by 
plant roots causes splitting. To pre-
vent mature heads from splitting, 
twist plants enough to break several 
roots. Store cabbage in crisper and 
use within one to two weeks. 

• Carrots: Harvest when small 
and succulent, but flavor gets 
sweeter after frost. Do not let them 
get over about 1 inch in diameter. 
Always pull largest carrots in the 
row. Remove tops and wash before 
transferring to refrigerated storage. 

• Corn, sweet: Watch for signs 
of ripeness for earliest harvest. Corn 
silks darken and dry out as ears ma-
ture. As kernels fill out toward the 
top, ends become more blunt in-
stead of pointed. Pick sweet corn 
in the milk stage, when a watery, 
white juice squirts out of a crushed 
kernel. 

• Eggplant: Harvest when fruits 

are near full size for whatever spe-
cific variety you are growing but 
still firm, shiny and bright in color. 
Older fruits become dull colored, 
soft and seedy. Keep cool and hu-
mid. 

• Horseradish: Harvest when 
roots have reached maximum size 
in late fall or early spring. 

• Honeydew melons: Harvest 
when yellowish to creamy white 
with a soft velvety feel. The rind 
should be slightly soft at the blos-
som end and have a faint, pleasant 
odor. 

• Muskmelon: Harvest at three 
quarters to full slip. When stem sep-
arates readily from the fruit under 
moderate pressure and leaves a cir-
cular depression, the full slip or ripe 
stage has been reached. Outer rind 
should not have any green color. If 
melons are fully ripe, store in refrig-
erator. If not, store in cool area. 

• Watermelon: Harvest when 
fruits are full size, have a dull sur-
face and creamy colored (not yel-
low) spot on the bottom where they 
contact the ground. 

• Onion: Ideal bulb diameter is 
2 to 4 inches. Pull all onions when 
tops fall over. Remove adhering 
dirt. Do not harvest when soil is 
wet. Let dry for a day or two with 
tops on; then clip 1 inch above bulb 
before storing in a cool dry place. 
Harvest green onions when 6 to 8 
inches tall. 

• Potatoes, Irish and “new”: For 
Irish potatoes, a good tuber size is 2 
to 3 inches in diameter. Individual 
preference is the rule here. Harvest 
“new” potatoes at any size but gen-
erally do not dig before tubers are 
1 1/4 to 1 1/2 inches in diameter. 
Let potatoes dry several hours in 
garden after digging. Do not expose 
potatoes to sunlight for any length 
of time. Remove adhering soil but 
do not wash before storage. Store in 
cool, dry area. 

• Squash: Harvest when fruit is 
4 to 6 inches long for yellow crook-
neck squash, 6 to 8 inches for zuc-
chini and yellow straight neck and 
3 to 4 inches in diameter for white 
scallop. Glossy color indicates ten-
derness. Spaghetti squash can be 

harvested while still green and left 
outside to gradually turn yellow in a 
week or two. Harvest winter squash 
when fruits are full size, the rind is 
firm and glossy and bottom (por-
tion touching soil) of fruit is cream 
to orange colored. Light frost will 
not damage mature fruit. Squash, 
like cucumbers, are susceptible to 
chilling injury; do not store at cold 
temperatures for more than two to 
three days. 

• Tomatoes: Harvest when they 
are fully colored but still firm. Har-
vest red tomatoes for eating fresh 
cooking or canning. Do not can 
overripe tomatoes! If necessary, 
pick mature green or slightly pink 
tomatoes and ripen at room tem-
perature, out of direct sunlight. 

• Turnips: Harvest when roots 
are l 1/2 to 2 1/2 inches in diame-
ter, but before heavy fall frosts. For 
greens, harvest leaves 4 to 6 inches 
in length. Keep topped turnips cold 
and humid. 

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@
cornell.edu.

When is it ripe?

Transcribed from her diary by  
Kathy Saurer Osborne

Sunday, Aug. 26: Fair. Chuck and 
Joyce went to Mass. Lite and Philip 
came for JoAnn. We had a good time. 
They were here to dinner. JoAnn went 
reluctantly home with them.

Monday, Aug. 27: Fair. Joyce didn’t 
go to work. I washed. Chuck started for 
Portsmouth, Virginia, about 10 A.M. 
Drove the Lincoln. They are trading it 
for something else. I went for Gene at 
Seibert’s. She doesn’t feel good. Stom-
ach upset. Joyce goes to work tomorrow. 
Don has to go in for a meeting and she is 
going along.

Tuesday, Aug. 28: Fair. Ironed our 
clothes and some of Gene’s. She feels 
better today. Had a big ironing. Helped 
Gene some this P.M. Don came from Al-
bany about 6:30.

Wednesday, Aug. 29: Fair. Hot. Did 
Joyce’s washing and ironing. Delite 

called and said Minnie had cucumbers 
for us so this P.M. Adele, Gertrude and 
I went for them. Had a lovely lot. Will 
have a nice lot of pickles. Very warm 
this P.M. Don staying down and went to 
Catskill to see about his new teeth. Allyn 
and Adele are looking at “Cisco Kid.”

Thursday, Aug. 30: Fair and hot. 
Made three pints of corn (canned), 7 
pints of sweet pickles and 6 quarts of 
dill pickles. Took Gertrude to Aunt The-
resa’s between times. Very warm.

Friday, Aug. 31: Fair and hot. 
Cleaned bedrooms and living rooms 
and made more pickles. Don took Adri-
enne’s things to her and I went for Joyce 
at Stanton’s. Played for the block dance. 
No crowd. No advertize!

Saturday, Sept. 1: Cloudy. Made ap-
ple pie and sauce and pickles. Chuck 
came about noon. Tired out! Drove up 
from Portsmouth, Virginia. Joyce went 
there for the evening. They are here now. 
Addie called. We can’t go to Chatham 

Fair as Ben’s are going to move Monday 
to Preston Hollow.

Sunday, Sept. 2: Cloudy. I went to 
church and played the organ. P.M. went 
to Lite’s and Joyce and Chuck went back 
to Eufemia’s and Lite and Philip brought 
me home. Cleaned eggs, visited, etc.

Monday, Sept. 3: Still cloudy. Took 
Chuck to Cox-9W. He got a ride right 
away! Came home (Joyce and I) and 
washed. Don cleaned the oil stove and 
then had a call to Tompson House, 
Windham. Adele went along.

Tuesday, Sept. 4: Fair. Ironed and 
went for Adrienne in A.M. P.M. Joyce 
and I called on Mrs. Whitbeck at her 
farm. After supper Addie came over and 
we went after peas and peaches. Came 
back and went to the church meeting. 
Home 10:30.

Wednesday, Sept. 5: Cloudy. Did 
Gene’s ironing and we went to Delite’s. 
She fell down stairs this A.M. and is very 
lame and sore. Has a job getting up and 

down. Mended some, etc. Cleaned eggs. 
Delite put them up (candled and graded).

Thursday, Sept. 6: Cloudy, rain. 
Picked 20-22 hens and roosters. P.M. 
canned them. Minnie brought me cu-
cumbers for bread and butter pickles. 
Joyce and I came home about 8 P.M. Had 
a good visit and nine cans of hens and 
two roosters for Sunday dinner.

Friday, Sept. 7: Fair. Cleaned bed-
rooms and living rooms. Joyce dusted. 
I did her ironing this P.M. Don had to 
go to Sammy Shaver’s on a call tonight. 
Addie here a few minutes.

Saturday, Sept. 8: Fair. Chuck walked 
in about 7:15 this A.M. I made an ap-
ple pie and shell and did everyday work. 
Gertrude, Don amd the girls went to 
Albany for school clothes. Chuck and 
Joyce came and stayed for supper and 
went out again. He has a friend’s Kaiser 
and drove up.

Grandma Mackey’s Diary
1951 life in Medusa

By Toby Moore
For Capital Region Independent Media

When trying to make a posi-
tive change in the world, you may 
sometimes encounter resistance.

The opposition will usually 
come from those who cannot under-
stand your vision. They may spread 
rumors, lies and false accusations. 
They may ridicule and make fun of 
you, and your reputation may suf-
fer. 

When this happens, don’t be 
discouraged; be joyful. These types 
of people wouldn’t give you the 
time of day unless they knew you 
were about to do something ex-
traordinary. 

Throughout history, those who 
tried to make a difference almost al-
ways faced incredible odds. When 
you find yourself in this position, 
take the high road, and stay per-
sistent.

In the mid-1840s, Ignaz Sem-
melweis, a Hungarian physician 
practicing medicine in Vienna, 
Austria, found himself up against 

fierce opposition. 
Some historians say, in 19th 

century Vienna, it was safer for a 
woman to give birth in the streets 
than in a maternity ward. The statis-
tics showed that 18% of childbirths 
ended in death for the child, and of-
ten the mother when assisted by a 
male doctor. The prevailing theory 
in those days was that children were 
naturally shy around male doctors, 
and the shyness resulted in their 
death. 

During this time, Ignaz Sem-
melweis was in charge of two ma-
ternity clinics. One clinic was also 
a medical school where doctors 
taught medical students many dif-
ferent aspects of health care. They 
learned how to assist in childbirth, 
do an autopsy and much more. The 
other clinic was for women who 
couldn’t afford actual medical prac-
titioners. This second clinic was 
staffed mainly with midwives. 

Oddly, it was the second clinic 
that pregnant women tried to gain 
entrance to. The clinic run by mid-
wives had a much higher chance of 

survival than the first one run by 
doctors and medical students. 

Semmelweis was desperate to 
find a reason why this was the case. 
Over time, he began to notice that 
doctors and students in the first clin-
ic often went to assist in childbirth 
right after performing an autopsy. 

He suspected the doctors and 
students were covered in the disease 
of the dead. At this point, germ the-
ory had yet to be developed. It was 
thought by most that foul odors and 
evil spirits were the cause of disease 
and death. 

Semmelweis suggested that 
doctors and students wash their 
hands for 30 seconds in a chlorinat-
ed lime solution after performing an 
autopsy before assisting in child-
birth.

Right away, his recommenda-
tion was met with scorn. He was 
ridiculed and mocked. The medical 
community was offended by the no-
tion that their hands weren’t clean 
enough and could be the possible 
cause of the excess mortality rate. 

Despite much opposition, for a 

time he successfully implemented 
the practice of handwashing at his 
clinic, which cut the mortality rates 
down to 1%. Although handwash-
ing profoundly reduced mortality 
rates, Semmelweis couldn’t articu-
late why.

The medical community at 
large resoundingly rejected his 
ideas. Even some of the doctors in 
his clinic opted not to believe hand-
washing had any effect. One doc-
tor claimed they shouldn’t have to 
wash their hands because doctors 
are gentlemen!

Soon, two doctors from his ma-
ternity clinic banded together and 
had him thrown out. Without his 
status as a physician in the ward, 
he had no credibility. With his rep-
utation destroyed, he increasingly 
became more and more outspoken. 
Sadly, very few in the medical com-
munity would listen. 

Some physicians who practiced 
hygiene before Semmelweis be-
came so offended that they stopped 
washing their hands altogether. 
Mortality rates tripled as a direct 

consequence. 
In the face of rejection, he in-

creasingly became more and more 
outspoken. Doctors across the con-
tinent mocked him and thought he 
was a buffoon.  

It wasn’t until two decades lat-
er that doctors began to realize he 
was right and his reputation was re-
stored. Thanks to people like Sem-
melweis, handwashing in medical 
facilities is an utmost priority. Mil-
lions of lives have been saved as a 
result.

You will encounter opposition 
when you’re trying to make the 
world a better place. Maintain your 
faith, keep your vision and do the 
right thing. You never know what 
could happen; like Semmelweis, 
you might end up saving the lives 
of millions.  

Toby Moore is a columnist, the 
star of Emmy-nominated “A Sepa-
rate Peace,” and the CEO of Cube-
stream Inc.

Be like Semmelweis
Positively Speaking

By Mary Schoepe
For Capital Region Independent Media

“Breakfast is the most important meal 
of the day” is a phrase most of us are fa-
miliar with. 

Dr. John Harvey Kellogg, superinten-
dent of Battle Creek Sanitarium, coined 
the phrase back in 1894 to market his new-
ly invented breakfast cereal, Corn Flakes. 
And today, many health professionals firm-
ly believe that eating breakfast kick starts 
your metabolism, prevents blood sugar 
imbalances and reduces hunger throughout 
the day. 

There are also numerous studies that 
have found those statements to be true 
including one study done at Tel Aviv Uni-
versity. Researchers found that breakfast 
eaters “lose more weight when they ate the 

majority of their calories in the morning” 
compared to those eating more throughout 
the day and at night. 

However, that study and others like it 
are being challenged. For example, a 16-
week study published in the American 
Journal of Clinical Nutrition showed that 
regardless of whether participants ate or 
skipped breakfast, their metabolism was 
exactly the same at the end of the study as 
it was on day one. 

Additionally, their body fat percentage, 
appetite suppression, waist circumference 
and lean body mass remained very similar 
between the two groups.

Surprisingly enough, other studies 
found that breakfast skippers reduced their 
overall calorie intake by up to 400 calories 
a day!

So who do you believe? Today’s post 

weighs the pros and cons so you decide 
what’s right for you. But as always, please 
consult your doctor before making any 
changes that might affect your health. 

To Eat – Numerous studies consistent-
ly found that breakfast eaters had better 
protection from becoming overweight or 
obese than breakfast skippers.  

To Skip — However, there’s a good 
deal of evidence showing that people who 
skip breakfast might have an advantage 
when it comes to fat burning and weight 
loss. 

To Eat — Research shows that break-
fast eaters lost more weight when they 
consumed the majority of their calories in 
the morning compared to those that took in 
more calories later in the day. 

To Skip — The average person can 
experience improvements in blood sugar 

control when they have their first meal of 
the day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
noontime. 

To Eat — Starting your day off with 
breakfast can help you avoid snacking on 
unhealthy foods in between meals.

To Skip — Studies indicate the health 
benefits of skipping breakfast improves in-
sulin sensitivity,  improves your ability to 
use fat for fuel, improves blood pressure, 
reduces cravings and improves your ability 
to lose or maintain weight without count-
ing calories. 

So in the end it all comes down to what 
works best for you. Some people do very 
well eating breakfast, while others do best 
skipping it. The only way to determine 
what is right for you is to experiment and 
see what happens.  

It’s all a matter of personal preference. 

To skip or not to skip
Fitness Concepts
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By Dick Brooks
For Capital Region Independent Media

It seems that everywhere one looks these 
days the main topic is that of weight loss.  It is 
one of the perennial subjects of talk shows and 
news programs. I guess it’s one of the signs of 
the times we live in that we’re going to have to 
put up with.  

There was a time in our past where a few 
extra pounds were looked on with favor; it was 
considered a buffer against hard times. In ancient 
China, the more corpulent you were, the higher 
your rank.  

A glance in the mirror tells me I would prob-
ably be the emperor.  

I’ve always admired Buddha, but not nec-
essarily for his girth, so maybe it’s time to do 
something about it myself.

I don’t intend to model myself after the cur-
rent group of painfully thin young female starlets 
that are so often in the news because unlike the 
current crop of teenagers, I really do listen to the 
news reports and one can only hear the words 
“anorexic and bulimic” so many times before 
one gets the idea this might not be the proper 
path to follow.  

It’s the other catchwords from the weight 
shows like, “Diabetes and High Blood Pressure” 
that have caught my attention and have made me 
decide to alter my rather bulbous appearance, 
although I have considered getting a Goodyear 
T-shirt and renting myself out for football games.

Most authorities on the subject suggest sim-
ply cutting back on the amount of food eaten 
and increasing your exercise level — yeah right! 
Like, whose going to do that?  

I’ve tried most of the major diets and they 
all have worked. Unfortunately, for them to con-
tinue working, one would have to have one’s 
mouth sewn shut. So I’ve decided to give it a 
little thought and develop my own diet/weight-
loss program. If it works as well as I think it will, 
I could market it and make a fortune. If you’re 
rich, nobody cares what kind of shape you have.

I will forgo the exercise part, having fallen 
victim to the slick ads for several of the exercise 
machines touted in early-morning infomercials. 
They seem like a great idea at the time, but 
quickly become boring and, worst of all, they 
make you all sweaty!  

I’m sure if a study was done it would be 
discovered there is at least one exercise ma-
chine hidden and dust covered in every attic 
and garage in America. You have one, don’t 

you? It would have been cheaper to join a gym, 
although the idea of driving to a gym and then 
spending my time walking on a treadmill or us-
ing a stair-climbing machine when I have stairs 
at home that I don’t enjoy climbing just seems 
kind of silly.  

In my case, at least, it all comes down to the 
diet.

Mentally reviewing the history of recent diet 
trends, it was fi rst the push against calories — 
you had to keep track of the calories consumed 
daily. This fl uctuated wildly because it varied 
due to the size of the portion and how it was pre-
pared. Mainly you lost weight only because you 
had to lug around a calorie-counting book listing 
the calories in common food. This book was the 
size of the average unabridged dictionary.  

Then it was the carbohydrates that were bad. 
I liked that one because you could eat a cow at a 
sitting as long as you passed up the lima beans. 

Then fats had their turn at the plate, so to 
speak. Turns out there are good fats and bad fats; 
the problem is knowing which to swallow and 
which to spit out.

I’ve developed my diet with the thought that 
it would be simple and easy of follow. Tree bark 
will be a mainstay. I can’t fi nd it listed in my 
calorie book, it has no known fats and is very 
low in carbs. It would certainly meet your body’s 
need for fi ber; regularity is important to one of 
my age.  

Three or four pails of water a day will take 
care of hydration.   

You are allowed a snack — I would recom-
mend eating a cup of dry oatmeal, followed by a 
pail of warm water. I guarantee you will have no 
hunger pangs afterward.  

I think I’ll recommend a daily box of 
Twinkies also — they contain more preserva-
tives per serving than any other food known to 
mankind. Again, at my age, this is an important 
consideration.  

Following this diet should result in losing 
weight faster than the national debt rises!

If you try it, let me know how you made out. 
After thinking it over, I think I’ll wait a while.  
Does anybody know where I can get a Goodyear 
T-shirt? 

Thought for the week — “Everything is fun-
ny as long as it is happening to somebody else.” 
— Will Rogers

Until next week, may you and yours be hap-
py and well.

Reach Dick Brooks at whittle12124@yahoo.
com.

Loser wanna be
WHITTLING AWAY by Dick Brooks

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/

Real, Reputable, 
Trusted. Your News 
Media.

www.newsmediaalliance.org 

THIS PUBLICATION 
SUPPORTS REAL 
NEWS.

THE PUBLIC NEEDS THE TRUTH;
NOT SOCIAL MEDIA HEADLINES & FAKE NEWS.

#SupportRealNews

Jan’s 
Country Cuts

Walk-Ins Welcome
Call for an appointment

(518) 966-8349

4841 NY-81 Greenville, NY
WED - SAT: OPEN 9:30AM-5PM • SUN - TUE: CLOSED

unvaccinated individuals must wear a mask

BOOTH RENTERS CAN APPLY!



12	 	 													The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  August 26, 2022

 I wanted to thank everyone within the Ravena / Coeymans / 
Selkirk communities for their continued support over the last 
year. It has been difficult at times but we have managed to get 
through it and provide a helpful community service. We are back 
to regular business hours Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm / Sat 10am - 3pm 
/ Closed on Sundays
 Currently, with the volume of bottles and cans we are only 
taking drop offs - bring in your empties, place them in a designated 
area, we take your name and then give you the earliest time 
frame to come back or any time thereafter to collect your money.
Since opening in July 2018, we have helped raise approximately 
$52,500, which is almost 924,000 bottles/cans for 50 different 
organizations which anyone can donate to.
 We look forward to servicing the community in the future. 
If you have any questions regarding operation, donations or 
fundraisers please reach out....

Shane DeCrescenzo

Just Makes Cents
Bottle & Can Redemption Center

518-577-3084
Justmakescents6@gmail.com

2480 US Route 9W, Faith Plaza, Ravena
518-756-9091 • www.HopeFullLifeCenter.org

Helping Harvest
Grocery store for 
families in need!

SNAP, Credit and 
Debit Cards Now Accepted!

OPEN: MON, TUES, 
THURS, SAT 10-2 • WED, FRI 2-6

Building Your Dream Home?

ANNIVERSARY

ANNIVERSARY

Apply online in minutes at nbcoxsackie.com

Serving Greene, Schoharie and Albany Counties
1Pending credit approval. 11% down required. 

Rates and terms may change without notice. NMLS Co ID # 816880

National Bank of Coxsackie can Help
You with a Construction Loan1

•  We’re one of the few lenders that offer it!

•  Only 11% down required with NO PMI

•  Single closing with flexible disbursement schedules

•  No points, application, credit bureau, 
application or inspection fees

•  Competitive rates
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — The town is applying 
for a NY Forward grant, which if successful 
could infuse millions of dollars into the com-
munity.

Debbie Von Atzingen, of Community 
Partners of Greenville, described the appli-
cation process and how the town is seeking 
community input at the Aug. 15 meeting of 
the town board. 

The deadline to apply is Sept. 23.
The NY Forward grant is new in the 

state this year; it builds on the state’s current 
Downtown Revitalization Initiative, or DRI, 
which was aimed at larger communities.

“About six years ago, the state came 
out with a grant for towns. It was called the 
Downtown Revitalization Initiative, but it 
was only for big towns,” Von Atzingen said. 
“But this year, on July 25, it came out with 
something called New York Forward. It’s a 
grant and it’s targeted for small rural towns.”

Gov. Kathy Hochul announced the NY 
Forward grants aimed at smaller communities 
on July 13. The program is funded through 
$100 million in this year’s enacted state bud-
get, Hochul said. 

“NY Forward is meant to serve smaller 
communities and support local economies 
that often have a feel and charm that is dis-
tinct from larger, metropolitan urban centers 
funded through DRI,” according to Hochul’s 
office.

Volunteers at Community Partners ap-
proached Town Supervisor Paul Macko and 
said they would like to spearhead the applica-
tion process for the town. If the town is grant-
ed the award, it could provide several million 
dollars for a variety of projects townwide.

“There are 10 regions in the state of New 

York. Each region will get $10 million and 
they divide it up into two grants,” Von Atzin-
gen said. “It will be $4.5 million that we could 
get, or the region could divide it up into one 
grant for $4.5 million and two at $2.25 mil-
lion, so $2.25 million would be the minimum 
grant we could get, so we are going to go for 
it.”

Community Partners on Aug. 2 filed a let-
ter of intent with the state and formed a pre-
liminary group of 10 volunteers on the team 
that will be tasked with completing and filing 
the application. Members on the team repre-

sent both public and private interests, as both 
types of projects are eligible for the grant.

“Towns are anticipated to submit a 20-
page application describing a collection of 
large and small projects, both public and 
private, aimed at improving the community, 
creating jobs and unifying the town,” Von 
Atzingen said.

On Aug. 22, Community Partners was 
scheduled to hold a public meeting to get 
community input into the types of projects 
residents would like to see included in the 
application. The meeting was held too late 

for publication in this issue of the Greenville 
Pioneer. 

There are other ways to submit your ideas 
for proposed projects.

“We want to hear from the public and get 
its ideas,” Von Atzingen said. “At the summer 
concerts we have been polling some people 
and asking them what they want from the 
town, and also on social media (Facebook), 
if you go to the Greenville NY Community 
Page there is a four-question survey. When 
we put all these ideas together, we will decide 
what the projects will be.”

There are many kinds of projects that will 
be eligible for the grant, she said.

“They don’t want one giant project,” Von 
Atzingen said. “They want one good-sized 
project and some medium projects. For in-
stance, we could continue putting in the lamp 
posts or continue with the sewer [project]. 
We could have streetscapes, we could look at 
emergency care. We could work on Prevost 
Hall — they want something historic. They 
want a little bit of everything. They want little 
towns to come together.”

The grant is also targeted at bringing more 
business into small communities, she added.

Von Atzingen said that since this is the first 
year for the small-town grants and the appli-
cation period is brief, it could give Greenville 
a good chance at getting the funding.

“They are going to give this for 10 years 
and I feel that if we can strike while the iron is 
hot, we have the best chance,” Von Atzingen 
said. “In two or three years, other communi-
ties are going to get all their ducks in a row. I 
want to go for it this year and next year.”

The town board voted unanimously to 
issue a letter of support for Community Part-
ners to file a grant application. 

The grant awardees will be announced in 
late 2022, according to the governor’s office.

FILE PHOTO    
Prevost Hall could be one of the projects in line for funding if the town is able to secure a 
multi-million dollar NY Forward state grant. The town is looking for community input into the 
types of projects that should be included in the grant application.

Grant could infuse millions of dollars into town

ALBANY — New York State 
Department of Environmental Con-
servation (DEC) Commissioner 
Basil Seggos announced the release 
of a multi-year survey of hundreds 
of pollinator species in New York 
state.

Dozens of species are either crit-
ically imperiled or at risk of becom-
ing imperiled, the survey found. 

The Empire State Native Polli-
nator Survey 2017-2021 provides 
the foundation for future pollinator 
research and conservation efforts.

“This new multi-year survey 
provides critical baseline informa-
tion about hundreds of pollinator 
species in New York,” Seggos said. 
“With the assistance of our academ-
ic and other expert partners, the 
survey helps assess the health of 
these species, which are critically 
important for our environment and 
our economy, and identifies recom-
mendations to help restore pollina-
tor populations in the future.”

In 2016, concerns over global 
declines in pollinators led to cre-
ation of New York’s Pollinator 
Protection Plan, which called for an 
inventory of the state’s native polli-
nators. With support from the Using 
New York State’s Environmental 
Protection Fund, DEC contracted 

with the New York Natural Heri-
tage Program (NYNHP) to develop 
and implement the survey. 

The goal of the project was to 
determine the conservation status 
of a wide array of native insect 
pollinators, including four groups 
of bees, two groups of flies, two 
groups of beetles, and two groups 
of moths. Butterflies were not in-
cluded because the current status of 
butterflies is better understood than 
the other species studied.

To help design the survey, 
NYNHP assembled a team of ex-
perts from DEC, the State Univer-
sity of New York (SUNY) College 
of Environmental Science and For-
estry (ESF), Cornell University, 
SUNY Cobleskill, the U.S. Geolog-
ical Survey, the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, the American Museum 
of Natural History, the New York 
State Museum, Vermont Center for 
Ecostudies, and the Xerces Society 
for Invertebrate Conservation. 

During the project, biologists 
conducted hundreds of field sur-
veys across the state, compiled data 
from museum collections, and re-
viewed observations from citizen 
scientists. Hundreds of volunteers 
provided tens of thousands of insect 
specimens, photographs, and obser-

vations. 
In total, biologists gathered 

more than 230,000 insect records. 
Using data from the study, NYNHP 
scientists generated maps of cur-
rent and historical distributions and 
seasonal observation charts for 451 
species.

“One of the biggest take-aways 
from our New York State Pollina-
tor Protection Plan was the criti-
cal need for continued research to 
broaden our understanding of pol-
linator decline,” state Agriculture 
Commissioner Richard A. Ball said. 
“We have been working to ensure 
funding is consistently directed in 
this area and have seen tremendous 
results with research conducted by 
Cornell, and now with this survey, 
which provides us important insight 
into our pollinator populations and 
the future of this crucial sector to 
agriculture.”

Findings from the study confirm 
concerns about the health of some 
pollinator populations in New York 
state. The survey found that be-
tween 38% and 60% of the species 
studied are potentially imperiled or 
critically imperiled. 

Although the survey document-
ed 16 bee and fly species for the 
first time in New York state, recent 

sightings or records could not be 
confirmed for 79 pollinator species 
previously recorded in New York. 
The study found that more than 
one-third of the native pollinators 
surveyed are at risk of becoming 
extinct in New York.

“NYNHP is proud to continue 
our mission of documenting the 
status of New York’s biodiversity 
with this report on our native pol-
linators,” said Erin White, zoolo-
gist and project coordinator with 
the NYNHP. “We could not have 
done this without our dedicated 
partners and community scientists 
who allowed us to reach far and 
wide throughout New York. It is a 
sobering finding that more than a 
third of native pollinators surveyed 
are potentially imperiled and I hope 
this will prompt swift conservation 
actions to benefit these species.”

Pollinator populations can be 
helped by conserving habitat, con-
trolling invasive plants, changing 
mowing regimes, converting lawns 
into meadows, paying attention to 
the siting and density of honeybee 
hives to reduce competition and 
spread of disease to native species, 
controlling deer browsing of the un-
derstory, retaining logs and snags in 
forests, and reducing unnecessary 

outdoor lights for nocturnal species. 
Consistent with the Pollinator 

Plan, DEC is advancing actions to 
protect habitats and further research 
to study the causes of pollinator 
loss.

Pesticides also represent one of 
many factors that stress pollinators, 
and neonicotinoids, in particular, 
have been identified as a group of 
pesticides that, in general, are high-
ly toxic to pollinators. 

Reducing pesticide use is anoth-
er key way to help pollinators and 
earlier this year, DEC announced 
actions to limit the unrestricted 
use of pesticides that can harm bee 
and other pollinator populations. 
DEC is reclassifying certain prod-
ucts containing the neonicotinoid 
(neonic) insecticides imidacloprid, 
thiamethoxam, and acetamiprid as 
“restricted use” to ensure applica-
tions are limited to trained pesticide 
applicators in specific situations. 

Restricting the use of these pes-
ticides enables DEC to collect new 
data to determine where, when, and 
how they are used, as well as their 
potential impacts. 

For more information, go to 
DEC’s website at www.dec.ny.gov.

Survey: Pollinators in NYS imperiled
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Many people, both men and 
women, kept diaries in the past. 
I have a small collection of local 
diaries and would love to have 
more because they illustrate the 
daily lives people were leading 
and what and who was import-
ant to them. Most people started 
diary keeping on January 1 of 
a given year. While they may 
not have continued recording 
until the end of the year, the di-
aries usually tell what their au-
thors were doing on New Year’s 
Day. Since this edition of “The 
Greenville Pioneer” is coming 
out on January 1, I thought I 
would share with you how some 
people spent that day in the past. 
I don’t even know the names of 
all those who kept the diaries. 
Often, they didn’t put their 
names in the books. Perhaps you 
can guess who the authors might 
have been. If you do fi nd a clue, 
please let me know.

 Helen Tripp was one of the 
daughters of Alfred and Maria 
Utter Tripp. She was born Jan-
uary 26,1853, and she lived un-
til January 27, 1917. She lived 
in the brick house on the main 
street of Oak Hill with her fam-
ily. On January 1, 1874, she 
started a diary: 

Thursday, Weather very 
pleasant. I worked around the 
house until noon. In the after-
noon sewed on my dress. Did 
not go anywhere nor was there 
any one in here till evening. Mrs. 
Eliza Flower called. Received a 
letter from Libbie Russell.

Friday, January 2: Weather 
very pleasant, thawed all day. 
I sewed on my dress nearly all 
day. Aunt Mary Utter and Jim-
mie came down this evening to 
go to the donation. [I can imag-
ine what the donation was, but 
can anyone share more informa-
tion?] Aunt Mary invited us to 
go with her. The coal fi re went 
out last night. I had to make it 
up this morning. Aunt Mary had 
a very nice time; they cleared 
$104.

Saturday, January.3: Weath-
er very pleasant; thawed all day 
again today. I had to make the 
coal fi re again today. Father, 
Mother, Hattie and Carrie [her 
two youngest sisters] went over 
to Uncle Briggs today. [Uncle 
Briggs was a Tripp and lived in 
Medusa or Westerlo]. I fi nished 
my dress, all but the buttons and 
pockets.

Sunday, January 4:  Weather 
very nice and pleasant. Went to 
Durham to church this morn-
ing. Did not get back in time 
for Sunday School. Did not go 
to church this afternoon. [The 
Tripps lived next to the Oak Hill 
Methodist Church and were al-
ways very involved there.]  Or-
ville preached. I wrote a letter 
to Libbie Russell this evening. 
Did not go to church. [It sounds 
like there were opportunities to 
spend the whole day and eve-
ning at church.]

Chauncey B Day from Al-
cove recorded on January 
1,1887: Thurs. Went to Al-
cove—got 3 gal. kerosene.

The diary of another anon-
ymous person recorded: Jan 1, 
1888 Rained all day. Hugh here 
in evening. 

A. M. Cowles recorded in 
his diary: January 1, 1898: The 
snow that fell yesterday has 
been piled in heaps last night 
and the wind is still blowing. 
I could not get home last night 
for the snow was drifted.  Mr. 
Whitehead and myself played 5 
games of dominoes this morn-
ing.  In the evening played with 
Mr. Mackey. Mr. Cook and 
brother drove them to the house 
to break out the roads.

Jan. 1, 1918:  A diary from 
the Wade family recorded: Mary 
is with us. We stay in all day. 
Big Fire in Catskill 2:20 a.m.

Mrs. Mary D. Mattice from 
Catskill wrote: Wednesday, Jan 
1,1919: We stayed home. Made 
head cheese and hockeye [a pig 
product].

For years many Oak Hill and 
Vicinity families have gone to 
Florida in the winter; the Tripps, 
the Fords, and the Wades all had 
houses in the Bradenton area. 
For these folks, the New Year 
was a time to go south. A series 
of diaries written by the Wade 
family give an idea of what the 
New York folks did in Florida:

Gainesville Fla Jan 1, 1925. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bates, Nelson and 
I ate our New Year’s dinner to-
gether outside our tents plac-
ing our tables together. (Menu:  
fricasseed chicken, sweet and 
white potatoes, cucumber pick-
les, chili sauce, creamed onions, 
green peas, sweet corn, celery, 
cranberries sauce.  Coffee Lem-
on pies.) The men washed the 
dishes for us. Mrs. Bates and 
I called on Mrs. Harder from 
Hudson on this camp.

Jan 1, 1928: Spend the day a 
home. Bates are away the week 
end. Mr. and Mrs. Lasher called 
this afternoon. We spend our 
spare time writing letters. Nel-
son goes to church.

Deland Fla:  Jan 1, 1930 A 
very lovely day. Need no fi re. 
Wash this am; take a nap this af-
ternoon. And go with the Lash-
ers to see the Glorifi ed Ameri-
can Girl.

1934:  Deland, Fla. We go out 
for dinner and go to the movies 
in afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. Kipp 
from Orange City call in the 
evening. Tooldie seems some 
better today. 80 in the shade.

Jan 1, 1935: A lovely day. 
We call on Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
and the Hacks. Have our din-
ner at home. Spend our evening 
with Mr. and Mrs. Luke

Jan 2.  Three callers. Nice 
day. Our anniversary. Hacks for 
the evening.

Jan. 1, 1938: A lovely day. 

Had dinner at home. Junior with 
us. There was a dinner at the CC 
[country club?] Building for the 
Tourists but we did not go. The 
holidays passed off very pleas-
antly. Thunder showers later 
evening.

Jan 1, 1939:  callers this af-
ternoon.

Jan 2 this is our 56th wedding 
anniversary. Quite a change be-
tween then and now

Jan 1, 1940:  Mr. and Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Lasher, Nelson 
and I had our dinner at the Tour-
ist Club Rooms. A very nice 
turkey dinner gotten on purpose 
for the club about 230 were 
there.  Price 80 cents. The busi-
ness meeting at 7:00, then an 
entertainment and refreshments 
and card playing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howards came this afternoon. 

You can see the New York 
folks had a wide circle of 
friends, lots of activities, and 
warm weather. Some of them 
stayed a few months and then 
returned north. Others made 
Florida their permanent home. 

Another diary which has 
no name identifying its owner, 
written in an O-K Seal Theme 
Tablet is one of my favorites. It 
is titled “My Diary for 1936.”

Wed. Jan 1 --1936:  Geils, 
John and I were to Flossies & 
Harris. A beautiful day. Came 
back and stopped at Golda’s, 
they were sawing ice.

Thurs. Jan 2. John went on 
the road I did chores, washed, 
another lovely day starting to 
rain at night. Reggie Fowler 
broke his leg at Newells.

Friday, Jan 3. Johns home, it 
rained all day. John went with 
Floyd Nickerson after hay.  I 
went to Helens.

Saturday Jan 4:  Lovely 
day just like spring. Helen and 
I went to Middleburg got our 
money from Clarence, came 
back by way of Potter Hollow. 
Stopped at Ethel Bates got home 
about 4 oclock had a hay ride 
through the woods.

Sunday Jan 5: Just a perfect 
day Very icy rained last night.  
John walked to Elmers. Geil, 
K.O. and Cecile was down after 
milk.

Mary Wade, wife of Leslie 
Wade, lived in the Green Re-
vival house in Oak Hill. She 
became the Durham Town Clerk 
January 1, 1946 and record-
ed in her diary: We have Town 
Clerk’s offi ce and had the safe 
etc. moved to our house.  Wrote 
a few licenses.  Stayed home for 
New Year’s Day.

Jan. 2:  got desk ready for 
Town Papers, etc.  Had to get 
new battery for car. Pop [Leslie] 
got all the Town Clerk material 
in order for me. Not much busi-
ness yet. 

Brooks Atkinson, the dra-

ma critic for the “New York 
Times,” and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author who had a house in 
Durham on the Susquehanna 
Turnpike for many years, pub-
lished a book in 1951 called 
“Once Around the Sun.” It is 
presented in diary form in that 
there is an essay for every day 
of the year. 

Some essays describe local 
residents, but today I want to 
share his philosophical com-
ments on January 1, 1951. He 
was in New York City that day. 
His musings seem relevant for 
today: “New Year’s Day. The 
new year comes in with a sting. 
New York is alarmed. Rain fall-
ing at a freezing temperature 
has covered the sidewalks with 
a hard glaze. Speaking over the 
city radio the mayor personally 
warns motorists to keep off the 
icy streets. The Weather Bu-
reau forecasts a heavy snow-
storm tonight. At the moment, 
the year looks bright…. we are 
warm and we begin the new 
year triumphantly. The worst 
can happen; occasionally it 
does. Not many of us in Ameri-
ca are prepared for it, for we do 
not believe it in our bones. We 
cheerfully assume that in some 
mystic way love conquers all, 
the good outweighs evil in the 
just balances of the universe and 
that at the eleventh hour some-
thing gloriously triumphant 
will prevent the worst before 
it happens. In the austere light 
of the world’s experience our 
optimism is naïve. When wars 
and depressions strike us down, 
we are shocked, incredulous, 
and unprepared. But cautious 
calculations bore us; they have 
such a dismal appearance and 
sound. To Americans optimism 
is a more congenial attitude. It 
may be even more than that: it 
may be creative. For all that I 
know at the moment, ‘Happy 
New Year’ may be nothing less 
than prophecy as the world be-
gins one more journey around 
the sun.”

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas 
is the Town of Durham Histori-
an. She lives in Oak Hill, thus 
the name of her column. 

Greenville Auto & Truck Parts 
4979 Route 81, Greenville · 518-966-5344 

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 · Sat 8-5 · Sun 9-2 

OVERBAUGH
DUMPSTERS 

15-Yard Dumpsters Available 
Mark Overbaugh - Greenville 

518-947-9981

Spring Cleaning?? 
Want to Get Rid of Old Metal? 
All Metals Picked up FREE!! 

All appliances - Air Conditioners 
Outdoor Grills - Metal Swimming Pools 

Call Today! 
John at 518-756-3056 

Many people kept diaries in the past

The front of the “Once Around the Sun” dust jacket is typical of illustration in 1951 
when it was published. The book sold for $4.

The dress Helen Tripp wrote about in her diary would likely have been similar to those worn by the Tripp ladies in this picture. 
They prided themselves on their fashionable attire, made mostly at home. At that period of time, the local stores sold yard 
good and notions. Some ladies in town had a dressmaker come to stay for a week or so to make their new gowns.

The Tripps had a house in Bradenton, where the whole family visited.  I U was in 
fact living there when he died, but his body was returned to Oak Hill for burial in 
the Oak Hill Cemetery. They were members of the Bradenton Country Club.

Mary Wade of Oak Hill was one of the many area people who went to Florida each 
winter. Some visited; others retired there. Most people drove from the Catskills to 
Florida, and there are numerous accounts of their trips which took several days 
and possibly car repairs along the way. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The back of the dustjacket of Brooks Atkinson’s book pictures him and tells about 
his many achievements.

The story of Joseph’s Farm
By Mary Lou Nahas
For Capital Region Independent Media

This week in a Facebook history 
page someone asked about Joseph, 
who built the chapel on his farm on 
Wright Street in East Durham.  

Several years ago, a family from 
New Jersey who had vacationed 
there many years ago contacted 
me looking for information so they 
could bring their father back to see 
what had been a special place for 
them years earlier. I started looking 
for information and thanks to re-
sponses from other folks who had 
known Joseph, I was able to piece 
much of his story together. I thought 
I’d share that part of the history Oak 
Hill and Vicinity with you today. 

Joseph Bair came from Germa-
ny, “Rottweil, in the Province of 
Wurttemberg,” he told Peggy Dell, 
who wrote about him for the Knick-
erbocker News. His family were 
blacksmiths, but Joseph learned to 
bake and cook and came to America 
in the steerage of a ship.    

When he arrived in America the 
“lady at the agency” introduced him 
to a nice-dressed man who could 
speak German and wanted Joseph 
to cook on his boat: “I saved my 
money, all. It added up, all the time. 
I had read about the Catskills, and 
in 1940 I came up to see for my-
self how it was up here. It was true, 
the beauty of the hills. So, with my 
savings I bought this place. I was 
through cooking.”

He bought his farm on Wright 
Street: “A hundred acres. The 
Moore lady had it, then the O’Hara 
boy got it. He died. The wife died 
too. Then I bought it. In 1940.”  

That is the story that was pub-
lished in the newspaper.  

I was referred to Werner W. 
Rentsch, who started coming up to 
Ravine Farm when he was about 10 
years old and continued coming to 
East Durham every summer for 10 
years or more; most of those sum-
mers he stayed at Joseph’s Farm.

Werner Rentsch is well-known 
for his painting of horses. He is a 
lifetime member of the American 
Academy of Equine Art and served 
as its president from 1994 through 
2008. He has had nine one-man 
shows and his work was shown 
in 12 museum exhibitions and in 
more than 40 juried group shows in 
America.  

For the past several years, Wer-
ner has spent time in Africa and his 
most recent work is of painting of 
African wildlife. Werner shared 
some photos of his paintings of Jo-
seph with me.

I emailed Werner, saying I had 
been referred to him as someone 
who might have knowledge of Jo-
seph. He almost immediately called 
me and we had a long, fascinating 
conversation.  

Werner said his memories are 
that Joseph came from the Black 
Forest area of Germany, coming to 
America just before World War II. 
Joseph saved some money, cooking 
on the yacht belonging to the Schae-
fer Brewery Brothers.

In case you don’t know (as I 

didn’t), the original Shaefer broth-
ers, Frederick and Maximilian Karl 
Emil Schaefer, were natives of 
Prussia. They came to the U.S. in 
the 1830s. Maximilian brought the 
recipe for lager beer with them.  

In time their operation proved 
highly successful, rising into the 
No. 6 slot among American brew-
ers by 1871. Max’s son took over as 
president until his death in 1923. In 
time, the firm had a large brewery 
complex on Park Avenue in New 
York City and caves for lagering 
its beer along the East River. In the 
early 20th century, it sold the valu-
able plant real estate and opened a 
new brewery in Brooklyn. By the 
1950s, Schaefer was the No. 5 beer 
in America.

So, it isn’t surprising the Schae-
fers spoke German, had a yacht, and 
needed a chef when Joseph arrived 
in New York just before World War 
II. But Joseph didn’t like the other 
workers on the yacht, so he quit, 
and because he liked the mountains, 
he came up on a bus to Durham and 
started walking around and found 
his farm for sale.  

Ravine Farm and the Butterfly 
Farm were just up the road and he 
made friends with the owners and 
their guests.

Joseph never had a car (I heard 
from an individual who drove him 
to medical appointments at the end 
of his life). Money didn’t seem to 
be particularly important to him; 
he never spent any money, Werner 
said. He told the reporter he had 
“no income, no car, no electricity.” 
When he was hungry, he picked ev-
ery kind of green and cooked it.  

“I walked to my neighbors, and 
they gave me some milk and cheese, 
but I was so hungry that on the way 
walking home I ate and drank ev-
erything. So, I helped out with work 
until they gave me a cow. Then I 
had my own milk and cheese.  My 
only buying was for flour, salt, stuff 
like that.  A supermarket would 
starve if it had me for the customer.”

According to Werner, Joseph 
took in a few guests. He ground 
grain and made delicious black 
bread. He made wine and hard cider 
and sometimes ice cream.

“He never seemed to be work-
ing hard but never not working,” 
Werner said. 

He had a wonderful vegetable 
garden — okra, tomatoes, corn 
squash, grapes, flowers. He would 

pick up stones and built stone walls 
and a chapel. He made walking 
trails with benches and signs. Wer-
ner helped Joseph build the chapel, 
it took him years because he would 
work only a couple of hours at a 
time. The chapel with a place of 
beauty and imagination and little 
girls in the area dreamed of having 
their wedding there. 

Werner said Joseph was in 
constant contact with his family 
in Germany and read all the time 
usually in German. While Joseph 
built a chapel and was sometimes 
referred to as Holy Joe, he was not 
all that religious. The marble altar 
he carved himself with simple tools. 
He made statues for the altar and 
carved Madonnas and icons for his 
property. He loved music and stat-
ues, Werner said. 

Werner visited Joseph’s home in 
Germany and had such good mem-
ories of Joseph’s Farm, where he 
spent so many summers. He offered 
to buy it, but Joseph said it wasn’t 
for sale. So Werner bought a place 
in Jefferson. 

Werner still has a painting of 
Joseph on his horse in front of the 
barn. Someday when we can gath-
er again, I hope Werner and others 
who remember Joseph can get to-
gether for a program about Joseph.

I was interested to find in the 
Town of Durham Bicentennial fly-
er Joseph’s Shrine is listed under 
places of interest, along with Hedg-
es Homestead, the Hervey Street 
Bridge, the Butterfly farm, the Icicle 
House, the Durham Auction Barn, 
the Electric Farm and Hope Farm 
Bookshop. 

When Joseph died, he was bur-
ied in the Freehold cemetery. His 
barn burned, the house burned, the 
horses and cows went back to Ra-
vine Farm, the property was sold to 
someone else. The Bischoff family 
who first started my quest to find 
out about Joseph’s Farm were able 
to come up to visit with people who 
knew him and to see that the chapel 
still stands.

Is this all of the story? Not really; 
there are many versions of Joseph’s 
story because people have different 
memories and stories about Joseph, 
his family and property in Germany, 
his farm here.   One thing is certain 
— he made an impression on many 
who knew him. I’m glad folks still 
ask about him.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The photo of Bair’s chapel appeared in the Knickerbocker News in an article 
by Peggy Dell. It is still standing today, on private property.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO   
Rentsch shared a close-up painting of Joseph Bair.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The farmhouse where guests relaxed is no longer standing.

C O L U M B I A - G R E E N E  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E

Congratulates Peter O’Hara

of Freehold, NY,

On His Appointment As

Chairman of the College’s  

Board of Trustees.

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518.697.6400  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  

Let’s Go, #CoGreene!

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO   
Guests who stayed at his farm in the summer remembered the good times they had. 
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses
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Summer Campers 
Get Insiders Tour of TCI NY

Jacy Polyak of TCI NY (blue hard hat) talks about his job with the summer campers from the 
Riverview Missionary Baptist Church.

The Riverview Missionary Baptist Church summer campers came 
into TCI for their annual information session on how transformers 
are recycled and hands-on tour of the state-of-the-art facilities.
Brian Hemlock, President of TCI said, “We love having the campers 
come in to show them what we do.  We introduce them to a real 
work environment.”  Mr. Hemlock spoke about the importance of 
transformers and their role in the energy grid.
“We also like to have some fun,” says John Barr, Operations Manager. 
“This year we treated the campers to ice cream from Mr. Ding-A-
Ling.  We talk and kid around.  I always ask the campers who wants to 
come to work for TCI?”
Jacy Polyak was one of those campers six years ago.  He recently 
came to work at TCI after graduating from the BOCES program.  Jacy 
spoke to the campers about his job at TCI.  
“I like what I’m doing.  Taking apart the transformers.  It’s fun.  I like 
the hours are steady.  You’ll understand why that’s important when 
you go to work.”

To find out more about working at TCI, call John Barr at 
(518) 756-9997 or go to www.tci-ny.com for more information

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL HOME FOR 60 YEARS!

741 DELAWARE AVENUE, DELMAR, NY 12054

(518) 439-5560
WWW.MEYERSFUNERALHOME.COM

A family owned funeral home, started in 1968 by 
Ben Meyers of Alcove. In recent years taken over by 

his son, Stephen; who lives in Ravena. 

For personal service, flexibility and cost savings on 
your cremation and burial needs. Just 13 miles from 
downtown Ravena. I know people do not like to talk 
to the tax man or funeral director, but if I can be of 

any help at the time of need, please feel free to call.  

Stephen Meyers - Where the name on the sign out 
front matches the guy you talk to.

Burials starting at $2,835
Cremations starting at $995

A Kitchen You Can Live In.

Your kitchen should be a reflection of your tastes, a 
vehicle for entertaining, and a functional workstation. 

Above all, your kitchen should work for you. 
Remodeling a kitchen adds value to your home, so 
why wait? Start planning your dream kitchen today 

with help from our expert design team.

Greenville  |  Windham  |  Latham

Seasonal 
Full & Part-Time Housekeeping

Pine Lake Manor
An All Inclusive Family Vacation Resort

WE’RE HIRING AT

WWW.PINELAKEMANOR.COM

Please Call 518-966-5745
Come Join the Family!!

11780 Rte. 9W • Coxsackie, NY 12192 • 518.653.5367

All Natural ‘I Scream’ 

Ice Cream • Hotdogs

Ice Cream Cakes 
For Any Occasion!

OUTDOOR SUPPLIES
11779 St. Route 9W, 

W.Coxsackie, NY 12192
518-731-3900

EXCAVATING
325 Medway-Earlton Rd.

Earlton, NY. 12058
518-731-6190

Halsted 
Companies
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• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

Nation
Pickers

• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

2530 Route 9W, Ravena, NY
Closed Monday • Open 11-5
Saturday’s 10-5
518.495.9225

An Affordable 25 Multi Dealer
Antique / Vintage / Collectable Shop

FOUNDED IN 1958

Anatriello Agency
Insurance of course!

2477 US Route 9W, Ravena, NY 12143
Johna@AnatrielloAgency.com • AnatrielloAgency.com

“Excellent to do 
business with.”

-Peter Mahan

“Very friendly and 
knowledgeable 

people. A 
pleasure to do 
business with!!”

-Darrell Owens

“Competitive prices. 
Detail oriented and personalized 

service. Thumbs up.”

-Pete Foronda

HOUSEAUTO BUSINESS
u Personal Service

u Attention To Detail

u Over 60 Years Of Family Owned Business 

u Providing Service To The Community

Deep Steam Extraction
For your carpets, upholstery, 

vehicle, & office!

518.756.2669
Raymond Magee - Owner

Brightway 
Cleaning Service

Call Today 518.528.0144
challacombeconstruction@gmail.com

Challacombe Spray Foam

www.ChallacombeConstruction.com

Providing Kitchen and Bathroom 
Remodels and Spray Foam Applications

O u r  h o l i s t i c  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  f o c u s e s  o n

e x p l o r i n g  u n d e r l y i n g  c a u s e s  o f  y o u r  s y m p t o m s ,  n o t

j u s t  t h e  s y m p t o m s  t h e m s e l v e s .

 

W e  l o o k  a t  t h e  w h o l e  p i c t u r e ,  a n d  p r o v i d e  t h e r a p i e s

t h a t  c a n  h e l p  y o u  u n r a v e l  w h a t  i s  g o i n g  o n  w i t h i n

y o u r  b o d y .

 

I n s t e a d  o f  j u s t  t r e a t i n g ,  w e  t a k e  t h e  t i m e  t o  t e a c h

y o u  a b o u t  y o u r  b o d y .  T h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  c a n

e m p o w e r  y o u  t o  m o v e  i n  n e w  w a y s .

 

O u r  g o a l  i s  t o  h e l p  s u p p o r t  y o u r  b o d y  a c h i e v e  i t ' s

m o s t  o p t i m a l  f o r m  a n d  f u n c t i o n .  

C H I R O P R A C T I C
 

E N E R G Y  H E A L I N G
 

Y O G A
 

G R O U P  F I T N E S S
 

I N F R A R E D  S A U N A
 

N A T U R A L  A E S T H E T I C S  B Y  L I N D A

2 0  C O U N T R Y  E S T A T E S  R O A D
G R E E N V I L L E ,  N Y

E X P E R I E N C E  D E E P E R  H E A L I N G

C A L L  T O D A Y :  ( 5 1 8 )  8 6 0 - 9 5 5 5

L e a r n  m o r e  a t :
w w w . c a t s k i l l v a l l e y c h i r o p r a c t i c . c o m

A 
Aboard
Cruises depart & 

return to Shady 
Harbor Marina

  MM          

$5 discount with current dinner receipt from 
The Boathouse Grille

Sightseeing
Saturday, & Sunday 1:00 & 3:00

Sunset Cruises
Friday, Saturday, & Sunday 6:00PM

Private Charters
2 hr min | up to 12 people | offered 
everyday with 24 hours noticeeveryday with 24 hours notice

518-784-3513
70 Shady Harbor Drive, New Baltimore, NY 12124
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By Dr. Billy Holland
For Capital Region Independent Media

I realize that my thoughts are 
not that important, but what God 
has to say contains the power to 
change what man cannot change. 

May we choose faith over fear 
and allow our hope to be larger than 
our doubt! Did you notice I said we 
have the choice to decide which 
side we are going to believe? Yes, 
but brother Billy, how can I choose 
life? Well, Deuteronomy chapter 30 
is an amazing place to start when 
trying to comprehend God’s plans 
for our lives. 

Verse 19: “This day I call the 
heavens and the earth as witnesses 
against you that I have set before 
you, life and death, blessings and 
curses. Now choose life, so that you 
and your children may live.”

These instructions and promises 
were being directed to the nation of 
Israel, but we can also incorporate 
spiritual principles like this into 
our lives today. God is saying to 
everyone that obedience unto Him 
will empower and renew our minds 
while imparting a clearer under-
standing of His perfect will. 

Our responsibility is to hear His 
word and then speak it forth in faith 
as we press forward in our quest to 
surrender our will so that we can ac-
complish His will. 

Men and women have always 
had choices to obey God or be re-
bellious and He is declaring that 
our decisions have much to do with 
whether we are blessed or cursed. 
We also notice that following His 
commands is associated with long 

life, while on the other hand, refus-
ing to have a reverential fear of His 
holiness will bring judgment. Hav-
ing a carnal nature always leads us 
to deeper levels of corruption and 
wickedness.

Do not confuse your current 
path with your destination. Just be-
cause it’s cloudy and storming to-
day does not mean the sun will not 
shine tomorrow. We can have joy 
and peace on the inside no matter 
what is happening around us. 

An African proverb says, 
“However long the night, the dawn 
will break,” which reminds us of 
the passage found in Psalm 30:5: 
“Weeping may last through the 
night but joy comes in the morn-
ing.” 

The human spirit is stronger 
than anything that can happen to it 
because it is eternal. May we always 
remember that if we are walking 
with God, Satan can never defeat 
us. The devil is allowed to tempt 
and infl uence us so that we might 
be discouraged and make wrong 
choices, but the Bible promises in 
James 4:7 that if we have the per-
severance to resist him, he will fl ee. 

Satan came to Jesus in Matthew 
chapter 4 and Christ stood strong 
against him. We read in verses 10 
and 11, “Then Jesus said to him, 
away with you, Satan! For it is 
written, you shall worship the Lord 
your God, and Him only you shall 
serve. Then the devil left Him, and 
behold, angels came and ministered 
to Him.”

As many of you know, my wife 
is a two-time cancer survivor. She 

has walked through many dark val-
leys, but today we rejoice as she has 
been cancer-free for 10 years. She 
agrees with the old saying that it’s 
not how many times you fall down, 
it’s how many times you get back 
up! 

When we are facing a crisis, we 
have three choices: We can let it 
defi ne us, we can let it destroy us, 
or we can let it strengthen us. Can-
cer or any disease cannot stop love, 
shatter hope, dissolve faith, destroy 
peace, silence courage, steal eternal 
life or conquer our spirit. 

I Timothy 1:7 reminds us, “For 
God hath not given us the spirit of 
fear; but of power, and of love, and 
of a sound mind.” 

Faith does not go to bed and pull 
the covers over our head. The Bible 
talks a lot about spiritual warfare, 
which is a reality for every Chris-
tian soldier. My book is called, “Re-
ceiving Our Healing - Going to War 
on Our Knees” and reveals that God 
wants to give us miracles, while 
also explaining what He requires 
from us. 

Mental, emotional, physical 
and spiritual healing is included in 
the blood atonement of Christ and 
within this covenant, we can re-
ceive His promises. Nonetheless, to 
walk in the power and authority of 
His Spirit, we must know who He is 
in us, and who we are in Him. 

Jesus is our deliverer, our heal-
er, our Redeemer and Savior, the 
king of kings, and the Lord above 
all lords.

Read more about the Christian 
life at billyhollandministries.com.

Those who desperately seek 
God shall find Him

Living on Purpose

Because you care! 
Sometimes, things don’t always work out at home for a child.     
New  York’s Office of Children and Family Services estimates that 130,000 

children around the state live with a grandparent, an aunt or uncle, or other 
family member. Some even live with close family friends. When a family member 
or close family friend assumes the responsibility of caring for a child, that’s called 
Kinship Care.        

Perhaps you are a kinship care provider, or know someone who is. If you are, 
you do it for all the right reasons. Because you care.  But there’s good news.    
St. Catherine’s Center for Children has launched a new program to support    
kinship caregivers in Albany, Schenectady, Greene and Ulster Counties. The     
program connects caregivers like you to a variety of community and public     
support services, providing you with the tools you need to succeed. Want to learn 
more? Call us at the number below, or email kinshipcare@st-cath.org 

St. Catherine’s Center for Children 
40 North Main Avenue, Albany, NY 12203 

www.st-cath.org  •  518-453-6700

St-Cath_Kinship Care_6-21_Layout 1  6/30/2021  2:37 PM  Page 1
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear 
from you. Send information about up-
coming events and news to news@

greenvillepioneer.com. 

(We need to have announcements 
at least two weeks in advance.)

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

SHOUT OUTS!

Shout it out to a family member, 
friend, business or group of people.

Message could be an I love you, congratulations, 
happy birthday, cheer on a team or person.

ADVERTISE ON OUR NEW PAGE

for more information
CALL 413.212.0130

By Russell Gloor
For Capital Region Independent 
Media

Dear Rusty: I do not recall 
the rules on my income tax ob-
ligation for Social Security ben-
efits. Can you please explain 
these rules to me? 

Signed: Senior Taxpayer
Dear Senior Taxpayer:  I’ll 

be happy to review the rules 
about income tax on Social Se-
curity benefits for you. 

If your combined income 
from all sources is low enough, 
your Social Security benefits 
aren’t subject to being taxed 
by the IRS. But some of your 
Social Security benefits will 
become taxable if your com-
bined income from all sources 
exceeds certain thresholds, and 
the thresholds are dependent on 
your tax filing status (single or 
married). 

If you file your income tax 
as “married-filing jointly” and 
your combined income from 
all sources (both taxable and 
non-taxable income) is less 
than $32,000, then your Social 
Security benefits aren’t taxable. 
But if your combined income 
as a married couple is between 
$32,001 and $44,000, then half 
of the SS benefits you received 
during the tax year becomes 
part of your taxable income. 
And if your combined income 
as a married couple exceeds 
$44,000, then up to 85% of the 
SS benefits you received during 
the tax year becomes part of 
your taxable income. Those SS 
benefits will simply be included 
as part of your taxable income 
and taxed at whatever your nor-
mal IRS tax rate is. 

If you file your income tax 
as a “single,” the thresholds at 
which Social Security benefits 
become taxable are different. 
Single filers with a combined 
income of $25,000 or less pay 
no income tax on their benefits. 
But single filers with combined 
income between $25,001 and 
$34,000 will have half of their 
SS benefits received during the 

tax year become taxable, and 
single filers whose combined 
income exceeds $34,000 will 
see up to 85% of their Social 
Security benefits become tax-
able. These single filer thresh-
olds apply also to those filing 
as Single Head of Household or 
Qualifying Widow(er), and to 
those filing as “married-filing 
separately” if they lived apart 
for the entire tax year. But the 
threshold is zero dollars for 
married couples who file sepa-
rately but lived together at any 
time during the tax year. 

To clarify what “combined 
income” is – the IRS uses 
something called your Modi-
fied Adjusted Gross Income, or 
“MAGI,” to determine if your 
Social Security benefits should 
be taxed. Your MAGI is your 
normal Adjusted Gross Income 
(AGI) from your tax return, 
plus any non-taxable income 
you may have had, plus 50% of 
the Social Security benefits you 
received during the tax year. If 
your MAGI is over the thresh-
olds described above, a portion 
of the SS benefits you received 
during the tax year will be in-
cluded in your taxable income. 
If it is not, you pay no income 
tax on your benefits. 

To be sure you’re aware, 
when you file as “married/joint-
ly” income from both partners 
counts when determining your 
MAGI for income tax purposes. 

This article is intended for 
information purposes only and 
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Securi-
ty Association (NSSA). NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advi-
sory) or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org.

Must I pay income 
tax on Social 

Security benefi ts?

Social Security Matters
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about 3 feet.”
Macko jokingly referred to 

the water that remains in the pond 
as “pea soup.”

The town will have to get 
a permit from the state’s Army 
Corps of Engineers to perform 
any work on the pond, but Macko 
said the town council is looking 
to complete the project within the 
next couple of months. There has 
been pressure from some in the 
community on social media about 
the condition of the pond.

“We defi nitely want to get it 
done this year — we have real-
ly been getting beat up on Face-
book,” Macko said.

Town Councilman John 
Bensen said it would be prefera-
ble to get the pond dredged and 
refi lled before Greenville Day 
weekend, which will be held 
Sept. 23 and 24, but Macko said 
he didn’t think that was enough 
time to get the job done.

Richards said dredging the 
pond when the water level is low 
and there is very little rain would 
make the project easier.

“This is probably the best 
time to do this considering it is 
so dry — we don’t have to fi ght 
with the water because there is no 
water coming in,” Richards said.

He wanted to know if the town 
could rebid the project a second 
time and at the same time look at 
doing the dredging in-house.

Having several options would 
be a good idea, and the town can 
accept or reject any bid that may 
come in, Macko said.

“You can bid it out and if 
things don’t work out and we 
can’t get to it, at least we will 
have another option,” the town 
supervisor said. “It’s probably 
best to have two options so we 
can have all our bases covered 
that way.”

Bids for the project are ex-
pected to be opened by the board 
Sept. 12.

TOWN, from page 1

lectively.”
Scott M. Ellis Elementary 

School would see renovations to 
classrooms in the front wing of 
the building, new heating system 
boilers, roof restoration, venti-
lation upgrades, plumbing up-
grades and restoration of exterior 
masonry.

The elementary school would 
also see safety enhancements in-
cluding construction of corridor 
connections leading to exit stairs 
on the fi rst and second fl oors, as 
well as a new art room on the fi rst 
fl oor, and a new music suite on 
the second fl oor. A multi-purpose 
gym addition would also be built 
under the proposal, and there 
would be plumbing and electrical 
upgrades.

Several classrooms, includ-
ing a pre-K room and a 5th-grade 
classroom, would be expanded, 
including the addition of a re-
stroom to the pre-K class.

Both buildings would be in 
line for roof restoration.

“The district has done a very 
good job in the past keeping up 
with roofs,” Schools said. “Right 
now, the approach is to apply 
coating to existing roofs that are 
in very good condition but just 
need more life to them — that’s a 
trend we are looking to continue 
and it has already been happening 
in the school district.”

Asbestos abatement is typ-
ically included in renovation 
projects on older buildings, as is 
restoration of exterior masonry 
on brick structures, Schools said.

If there is money left over 
when the main components of 
the project are completed, there 
are other jobs that could be un-
dertaken, such as renovations to 
classrooms in the rear wing at 
the elementary school, door and 
hardware replacement, a new 
copy center, relocation of the 
guidance offi ce and an additional 
restroom. Alternate projects at the 
middle/high school could include 
replacement of the cafeteria and 
auditorium, as well as mechani-
cal heating and ventilation units, 
if funds are left over, according to 
the plan.

“Alternate scope is like a wish 

list,” Schools said. “It will be de-
signed and if money is available, 
they would be included in the 
project.”

One component of the orig-
inal plan presented in April was 
the addition of a pre-kindergarten 
classroom, but Schools said they 
have since learned that that part 
of the project would not be eli-
gible for state funding, so it has 
been removed from the plan.

“When considering an addi-
tion to the school we looked at the 
numbers the way New York State 
Education would look at your 
numbers. They would look at the 
number of students you have and 
the number of classrooms that 
you have and say you don’t need 
any more classrooms,” Schools 
said. “When they say that, based 
on the math, it means you can’t 
get money from the state to add a 
new classroom.

The elementary school is in 
line for more renovations than the 
middle/high school in the current 
proposal, Schools said.

“We are looking at focus-
ing in on the elementary school 
in this capital project,” he said. 
“It hasn’t had nearly the same 
amount of attention as the mid-
dle/high school.”

The total cost of the proj-
ect would be $13,655,000, with 
$11,278,233 going to renovations 
to the elementary school and 
$2,386,767 for the middle/high 
school. 

Of the total project cost, 95% 
is anticipated to be eligible for 
state aid and the project would 
have no impact on the tax rate for 
local taxpayers, Schools said.

The district is expected to fi -
nalize the concept design in Sep-
tember and the board would ap-
prove the preliminary budget in 
October. A newsletter outlining 
the details of the project would 
go out to district residents and 
a public information meeting 
would both be scheduled for No-
vember, with voters making the 
fi nal decision in December. 

If approved, the project would 
go out to bid between January 
and March 2024. Construction 
would begin in April 2024 and is 
expected to conclude in August 
2025.

DISTRICT, from page 1

fi lling a vacancy,” Macko said. 
A replacement is not expected 

to be appointed at the board’s next 
meeting Sept. 19, he added.

There are four remaining 
members of the town council. In 
addition to Macko, board mem-
bers include Richard Bear, Travis 
Richards and John Bensen.

In other town news, Steph-
anie Ingalls was appointed to 
the Greenville Public Library’s 
Board of Trustees. Ingalls was ap-
pointed unanimously by the board 
at the request of Library Director 
Barbara Flach.

Ingalls’ term is effective Aug. 
17 and will run through Dec. 31, 
2026.

Ingalls was appointed unani-
mously by the town council.

The town council also an-
nounced that Greenville’s Town-
wide Yard Sale Weekend will be 
Sept. 23-25. Maps with partic-
ipating homes will be available 

that weekend and residents who 
want to hold a yard sale can apply 
to be on the map, Macko said.

“That corresponds with 
Greenville Day,” Macko said. 
“Anybody that wants to get on 
the map should pick up a sheet 
and select the dates that you want 
to have your yard sale.”

The deadline to apply to be 
included on the map is the week 
of Sept. 19. Forms can be picked 
up at Pioneer Town Hall, 11159 
Route 32, Greenville.

Greenville Day is a week-
end-long celebration of all things 
Greenville. Events will be held 
beginning Sept. 23 at around 
4:30 p.m. in George V. Vander-
bilt Town Park, Macko said. The 
festivities will continue townwide 
Sept. 24, including a fi reworks 
demonstration at night.

Town board members and oth-
er volunteers will be distributing 
free hot dogs and soda at the park 
during the event.

RAUF, from page 1

Call us to make your tee time 
reservation today!

518.756.9555
Walk-ins are welcome, but please 
understand there may be a wait

38 TOMPKINS RD, RAVENA, NY 12143
MON - SAT: 7AM - 8PM | SUN: 7AM - 6PM

$35 LUNCH SPECIAL*

Wednesdays. 18 Holes of Golf with Cart & Lunch.
EXPIRES 9/1/22. *Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Soda, Water

$150 
COUPON

for a Round of Golf 
for 4 People 

including Golf Cart!
EXPIRES 11/1/22

15% OFF
COUPON

for Dinning at 
The Sycamore 

Restaurant & Bar
EXPIRES 11/1/22

Crossroads Ford
We are locally-owned & operated & our staff is customer-friendly with no 

pressure, so you can make the best decision for your next vehicle purchase.

518-756-4000 • 2351 Rt. 9W Ravena, NY • (Just 10 miles South of Albany)

ALERT!
These
NEW  

VEhiclEs  
just landed  
& WON’T  
last long!

PRE-ownEd SPEciALS 
FOrd EdgErd Edgrd Edgrd Edgrd Edgrd EdgEE

2 left

FOrd MusTaNg  
Mach-E gT
rd Musrd Musrd Musrd MusTTaaaTaTTaT NNg g 

1 left
FOrd ExplOrEr xlT 
spOrT appEaraNcE

3.0L V6, Auto., 4WD/AWD, 
Adaptive Cruise Control, 
Park Assist, Power Tail-
gate/Liftgate, Rear View 
Camera, 46,744 Miles.
$54,990

2021 Ford Mustang Mach-E

STK#  U11448T

AWD, V6, Automatic, 
Power Windows/Locks/

Mirrors, Tons of Rear 
Cargo Space, Tow 

Package,  72,480 Miles.
$48,995

2020 Ford ExplorEr

STK# U11419T

2018 Ford Fusion sE
1.5L I4, Bluetooth, 
Keyless Entry, Cruise 
Control, Emergency 
Brake Assist, Rear View 
Camera, 44,657 Miles.
$25,995STK#  U11185C

2.3L I4, Auto., 4WD/
AWD, Keyless Entry, 
Rear View Camera, 

Emergency Brake As-
sist, 10,251 Miles.

$36,990

2020 Ford rangEr xlt

STK#  U11474T

11
83
08
_4

FFOOrd Explrd Explrd Explrd Explrd Explrd Explrd ExplOO
1 left

1 left
FOrd EscapE sEl

“Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but not to his own facts.”

#SupportRealNews
- Daniel Patrick Moynihan
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