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COVID-19 death toll 
could reach 240,000

See page 9

We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
News about COVID-19 is chang-
ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
ably changed since we sent this 
paper to the printing presses. We 
encourage you, if possible, to 
visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/greenvillepioneer 
where we are sharing breaking 
news, closings and cancelations. 

To our readers,

Thank you, 
The Greenville Pioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―
Everyone is aware by now 
of mandates to practice so-
cial distancing, hand hygiene 
and other ways of preventing 
transmission of the coronavi-
rus, but here’s a possible dan-
ger you may not have thought 
of — spreading the virus 
through your trash.

Trash disposal was deemed 
an “essential” service by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo when he put 
strict regulations in place in 
the battle against COVID-19. 
But waste-disposal experts say 
there are risks if garbage is not 
handled and packaged proper-
ly — and that is a concern for 
them.

In Greenville, the town 
recycling center is open, but 
with limited hours. Town res-
idents needing to dispose of 
trash or recyclables can stop 
by the center from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday and Sat-
urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
the community safe, we ask 
that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 
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Trash is a possible danger when it comes to spreading COVID-19.

Trash can pose 
COVID-19 risk

See TRASH, page 10

Schools 
remain 
closed

By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

GREENVILLE—Schoo l s 
will remain closed statewide 
through mid-April and the state’s 
fi rst temporary hospital was 
completed in New York City on 
Friday as New York remains the 
nation’s epicenter for the novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Schools will now remain 
closed statewide through April 
15. Schools across New York 
were ordered closed March 18 
through April 1 to be reassessed 
every two weeks. The state’s 
waiver was extended for school 
districts to receive state aid with-
out holding physical classes for 
180 days. 

During this time, schools are 
still required to provide continu-
ity of instruction, meals for stu-
dents and information on avail-
able childcare resources

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier,” 
said Greenville Central School 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland. “When the District 
receives additional guidance 
concerning the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, we will be able 
to share more details and answer 
additional questions, including 
those surrounding spring break, 
grading, and other regulatory 
requirements. We recognize the 
diffi culties faced by our students 
and families and ask for patience 
during these unprecedented 
times.”

“Our teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families have done an 
amazing job working together to 
keep our students engaged while 
schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
proposed budget amend-
ment that would cut local 
voices out of the solar per-
mitting process is moving 
forward despite pushback 
from Greene and Columbia 
county officials.

Negotiations are con-
tinuing on the proposed 
changes to siting solar and 
wind energy, known as the 
Accelerated Renewable 
Energy Growth and Com-
munity Benefit Act, said 
Jordan Levine, deputy com-
munications director for the 
energy and environment in 
the office of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“It is impossible to say 

if anything outside the 
normal will get done, but 
renewable energy siting is 
still on the table,” he said.

Since the budget amend-
ment was announced on 
Feb. 21, local officials have 
warned that changing so-
lar siting laws to abolish 
the existing review process 
would violate home rule 
and diminish local author-
ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
Supervisor Rick Hanse.

“We are at the mercy 
of the state whether they 
take it out of the budget, 

and should it pass, the state 
will have complete authori-
ty to override town zoning 
laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
ist.”

Hanse said local offi-
cials have been lobbying 
lawmakers to debate the 
proposed amendment sep-
arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 

the amount of ‘touch’ our drivers have on garbage.”
— CARMEN BARBATO JR., OWNER OF CARMEN BARBATO, INC.

O�  cials are 
concerned that the 
proposed changes 

could accelerate the 
development of solar 
farms across Greene 

and Columbia 
counties, including 

Hecate Energy’s 
proposed 700-acre 

facility in Copake and 
the Flint Mine solar 

project in Coxsackie.
See SOLAR, page 10

Irish Arts Week celebrates heritage and tradition
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

EAST DURHAM — Hundreds of 
musicians, singers and dancers headed 
to East Durham for the annual Catskills 
Irish Arts Week, a celebration of the Em-
erald Isle and its heritage.

The week of festivities was held July 
10-16, with the grand finale — a series 
of performances by Irish bands and other 
artists — held Saturday at the Michael J. 
Quill Irish Cultural & Sports Centre.

Brooklyn resident Leo Quigley trav-
eled from New York City for the week’s 
festivities.

“One of my friends is an accordion 
player so we drove together and shared 
a room,” Quigley said. “This is my first 
time here — I love it.”

Quigley is a big fan of Irish music 
and has also attended one of the genre’s 
biggest festivals in County Clare, Ire-
land, a region known for its traditional 
Irish music. 

Catskills Irish Arts Week was con-
ducted virtually in 2020 and 2021 due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic, so this year 
was the first in-person event in three 

years.
The Saturday festival was preceded 

by summer intensives for artists of all 
kinds. There were classes and jam ses-
sions for musicians who play traditional 
Irish instruments including banjo, fid-
dle, accordion, guitar, concertina, tin 
whistle, harp, bodhran, Uilleann pipes 
and more.

Others attended classes in Irish 
dance, poetry and literature. An instruc-
tor from Ireland, Michael O’Maille, 
taught basic and intermediate classes in 
Irish language, according to the organi-
zation’s website.

Three workshops were offered each 
day.

Musician Ann Dillon traveled from 
Vero Beach, Florida, to jam with fellow 
musicians. 

“I come every year and play in ses-
sions. I play the accordion and concerti-
na,” Dillon said. “Musicians just like to 

See IRISH, page 8
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Plank honored 
for 30 years with 
D.A.R.E. program

See page 5

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — A local 
riding club rallied recently on 
a motorcycle run to support a 
Westerlo boy living with dis-
abilities.

The Red Barn Riders, based 
in Medusa, joined forces with 
other local riding and motor-
cycle clubs for a run that took 
them down Route 32 to Routes 
143, 312 and 443, and then 

headed back to their starting 
point at the Vanderbilt Town 
Park in Greenville.

The bikers — over 100 of 
them — made three stops along 
the way, in Albany, Greene and 
Schoharie counties.

“We are putting on a benefit 
for Nathan, a little 10-year-old 
boy with cerebral palsy and oth-
er conditions,” organizer Bill 
Hillicoss said. “He is confined 
to a wheelchair. He’s a great lit-
tle kid.”

This was the fourth year the 
Red Barn Riders hosted a run to 
benefit Nathan Williams, who is 
living with both cerebral palsy 
and “brittle bone disease.” Each 
year, the bikers raise funds to 
help the family with something 
Nathan needs but is difficult for 
his family to provide.

“This year we are trying to 
send Nathan to Disneyland,” 
Hillicoss said. “His life is very 

See BIKERS, page 19

Youth fair showcases county’s kids and ag industry
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CAIRO — The Greene County Youth 
Fair is in full swing all weekend long.

The fair opened Thursday, July 28, 
and continues through Sunday, July 31, at 
Angelo Canna Town Park in Cairo. This 
year’s theme is “The Wild West.”

The youth fair is one of the few re-
maining fairs with free admission and 
entertainment for all. Hundreds of county 
children will showcase the livestock they 
raise — from chickens and rabbits all the 
way up to goats and cows. There will be 
vendors, kids’ activities, competitions, 
music and more.

“We have a great variety of animals 
this year — livestock — and lots of kids 

showing,” said Alex Johnk, president of 
the Greene County Agricultural Society, 
which hosts the fair each year. “We are 
very excited about it. There are a lot of 
kids participating this year, so we are very 
happy about that.”

The youth fair’s opening day was 
Thursday and it will continue Friday and 
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., and Sunday 
will be the final day, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

In addition to the usual shows and ac-
tivities, there will be something new this 
year.

“We will have an amateur logging 
show on Saturday,” Johnk said. “It will be 
similar to a timber sports competition but 

See FAIR, page 19
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Bikers rally to support local boy
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JULY 2022
29-30 - Rodtober’Fest at Riedlbauer’s Re-
sorts Nussy’s Bier Garten, 57 Ravine Drive, 
Round Top. All day.
29 - Artist Reception for art show, at Histor-
ic Grist Mill on Main Street, Rensselaerville, 
home of the Rensselaerville Historical Soci-
ety, 5-8 p.m.
30 - Hunter International Music Festival: The 
American String Quartet, 8 p.m., at Doc-
torow Center for the Arts, 7971 Main Street, 
Hunter. Tickets are $25. Visit www.catskill-
mtn.org for more information.
30-31 - Art show at Historic Grist Mill, Main 
Street, Rensselaerville, 1-3 p.m. Free admis-
sion, but donations are appreciated.
31 - Farm and Sanctuary Guided Walk, Wild 
Hudson Valley, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., meet in 
parking lot at Abandoned Airport Road, 
Cairo. Tickets are $20 for adults, $10 for chil-
dren. Wear comfortable walking shoes.

AUGUST 2022
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at Cai-
ro Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
2 - Summer Concert Series, 6 p.m., at the 
gazebo in Veterans’ Park, intersection of 
Routes 32 and 81, Greenville. Get Up Little 
Jack will perform. Free admission. Bring a 
lawn chair.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop, 7:30 
p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meet-
ing, 7 p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 

32, Greenville.
3 - Art show at Historic Grist Mill, Main 
Street, Rensselaerville, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Free 
admission, but donations are appreciated.
4 - Cairo Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., at 
Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
5 - First Fridays Catskill, all day, village of 
Catskill.
5 - 2022 Windham Heritage Music Re-Gath-
ering, 5379 Route 23, Windham. Free admis-
sion.
5-6 - Magic Beyond Imagination, 7:30 p.m., 
at Lumberyard Centeer for Film and Per-
forming Arts, 62 Water Street, Catskill. Tick-
ets are $35-$45.
6 - 41st Annual Car Show and Cruise Night, 
4 p.m., at Angelo Canna Town Park, Cairo.
6-7 - Art show at Historic Grist Mill, Main 
Street, Rensselaerville, 1-3 p.m. Free admis-
sion, but donations are appreciated.
9 - Summer Concert Series, 6 p.m., at the 
gazebo in Veterans’ Park, intersection of 
Routes 32 and 81, Greenville. New York 
Players will perform. Free admission. Bring 
a lawn chair.
11 - Chicken Barbecue and Pulled Pork 
Dinner in support of Leeds Hose Co. No. 1, 
970 Route 23B, Leeds, Catered by Frese’s. 
Chicken dinner includes half chicken, baked 
potato, corn on the cob, coleslaw, roll with 
butter, cookies and a beverage. Pulled pork 
dinner includes pulled pork, macaroni and 
cheese, coleslaw, roll with butter, cookies 
and a beverage. Pickup only, 4-7 p.m., Ad-
vance purchased strongly encouraged - pu-

chase tickets form any Leeds Hose member 
or call 518-947-4743. Donation is $15.
12-14 - Catskill Mountain Jubilee 2022, at 
Blackthorne Resort, 348 Sunside Road, East 
Durham. 
13 - Whip O Will Campground Vendor Event 
Day, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at 644 County Route 
31, Purling. 
13 - Cultivate Catskill’s 2nd Saturday Trunk 
Sales. Vendors - cars $5, trucks $10.
13 - WHY6 Annual Bike Rally, at Riedlbauer’s 
Resort’s Nussy’s Bier Garten, 57 Ravine Drive, 
Round Top. Proceeds support veterans and 
fi rst responders struggling with PTSD. Visit 
WHY6vet.com for more details.
13 - 15th Annual Tour of the Catskills Pro-Am 
Bicycle Road Race, Main Street, Tannersville. 
First race starts at 10 a.m. Register online 
by Aug. 12 at 9 p.m. at www.bikereg.com/
catskills. Race fees range from $55-$95.
13 - Athens Cultural Center: Second Satur-
day’s Film Series, 8:30 p.m., at Athens’ Histor-
ic Riverfront Park, Athens. Film: “Summer of 
Soul.”
14 - 10th Annual Cancer Patient Aid Car 
Show, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at Ashland Town 
Park, 12187 Route 23 (Gravel Bank Road), 
Ashland. Donation of $15 for vehicles en-
tered in show, spectators are free. Hosted 
by Windham Rotary. For more information 
email CancerPatientAidCarShow@gmail.
com.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 6:30 
p.m. (note time change), at Pioneer Build-
ing, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  

GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

To have your organiza-
tion’s events added to our 

calendar, please enter them 
online at www.greenvillepi-

oneer.com
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.
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  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

For over 30 years, the Carver 
Company’s Core Compe-

tencies consist of General & 
Marine Construction, Sand 

and Gravel Mining, Property 
Management, Port, Stevedor-

ing, Terminal & Warehouse 
Management, Maritime and 
Logistics, and Tug and Barge 

Marine Towing. 494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/

Real, Reputable, 
Trusted. Your News 
Media.

www.newsmediaalliance.org 

THIS PUBLICATION 
SUPPORTS REAL 
NEWS.

REPORTERS, EDITORS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS
CREATE REAL NEWS. JOURNALISM YOU CAN TRUST.

#SupportRealNews

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

Greene County has reported 
its first confirmed case of mon-
keypox July 20, according to 
the New York State Department 
of Health.

The name of the town or oth-
er identifying information about 
the person who contracted the 
virus has not been released.

As of July 20, the state con-
firmed 756 cases of the virus, 
with the majority of cases, 711, 
in New York City, 18 in West-
chester County, nine in Suffolk, 
four each in Nassau and Mon-
roe counties, two in Erie, and 
one each in Sullivan, Chemung, 
Rockland, St. Lawrence, Tomp-
kins, Albany, Orange and now 
Greene.

Monkeypox, or orthopoxvi-
rus, is a rare viral infection that 
is mild in many cases but can 
cause hospitalization and death. 
Infections spread from person 
to person, or from a contami-
nated object to a person.

The virus is rarely seen in 
the United States, but has been 
spreading globally in numerous 
countries that do not typical-
ly have cases, according to the 

U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

Assemblyman Chris Tague, 
R-102, encouraged New York-
ers to learn more about the vi-
rus and find out how to avoid 
its spread.

“While I do not feel this an-
nouncement is one that should 
cause people any undue fear 
or worry, I want the people of 
Greene County and elsewhere 
in the 102nd Assembly District 
to know we are aware of the 
spread of monkeypox and are 
prepared to do everything we 
can for those who may become 
affected by it,” Tague said in 
a statement. “What’s most im-
portant is to know about mon-
keypox, how it spreads, and 
the importance of taking action 
if you believe you or someone 
you love may be infected with 
the virus.”

Symptoms of the virus in-
clude fever, headache, muscle 
aches, backache, swollen lymph 
nodes, chills, exhaustion and a 
rash that can resemble pimples 
or blisters. The rash frequently 
appears inside the mouth and on 
the hands, feet, chest and geni-
tals, according to the CDC.

There is a vaccination avail-
able to protect against monkey-
pox. The Greene County Public 
Health department said in a 
statement that the following in-
dividuals are recommended by 
the CDC to get vaccinated: peo-
ple who have been identified 
as a contact with someone with 
monkeypox, those who may 
have been exposed to the virus, 
who have had multiple sexual 
partners in the past two weeks 
in an area where monkeypox 
has been confirmed or with a 
partner who has been diagnosed 
with monkeypox.

Vaccination clinics have 
been held at the Saratoga Coun-
ty Department of Health, the 
only county in the Capital Re-
gion to be allocated doses of the 
vaccine. 

At press time, no vaccina-
tion clinics have been sched-
uled in Greene County.

On July 21, the state De-
partment of Health announced 
New Yorkers can sign up to re-
ceive monkeypox alerts on their 
smartphone by texting “MON-
KEYPOX” to 81336. You can 
also opt in for messages based 
on your location of interest.

Greene reports first 
monkeypox case
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a con-
viction. All persons listed are innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law. 
Charges can be amended or dismissed.

STATE POLICE
■ Robert Majors, 38, of South 

Cairo, was arrested July 9 at 10:05 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with 
driving while intoxicated and ag-
gravated driving while intoxicated, 
both unclassifi ed misdemeanors. 
He was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Dynasty Armstead, 29, of the 
Bronx, was arrested July 9 at 6:40 
p.m. in Coxsackie and charged with 
fi rst-degree prison contraband, a 
class D felony. Armstead was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Peter Iglio, 51, of Coble-
skill, was arrested July 10 at 10:41 
p.m. in Durham and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassifi ed misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Wilfrido Cajilema, 29, of Al-
bany, was arrested July 11 at 10:36 
p.m. in Catskill and charged with 
aggravated driving while intoxi-

cated/with child, a class E felony; 
endangering the welfare of a child, 
a class A misdemeanor; and driving 
while intoxicated, an unclassifi ed 
misdemeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Claire Brandon, 31, of Hud-
son, was arrested July 11 at 8:27 
p.m. in Hunter and charged with 
driving while intoxicated and ag-
gravated driving while intoxicated, 
both unclassifi ed misdemeanors. 
She was issued an appearance tick-
et.

■ Robin Maggio, 27, of Catskill, 
was arrested July 12 at 1:04 a.m. 
in Catskill and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, a class A 
misdemeanor. Maggio was issued 
an appearance ticket.

■ Melissa Strack, 55, of Acra, 
was arrested July 14 at 2:23 p.m. 
in Catskill and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, a class A 
misdemeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Michael Johnson, 36, of Hud-
son, was arrested July 15 at 3:32 

a.m. in Catskill and charged with 
manufacture of drug-related para-
phernalia and three counts of sev-
enth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, both class 
A misdemeanors. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Jessica Collazo, 32, of 
Catskill, was arrested July 15 at 3:32 
a.m. in Catskill and charged with 
tampering with physical evidence, 
a class E felony; manufacture of 
drug-related paraphernalia, a class 
A misdemeanor; and four counts of 
seventh-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class A 
misdemeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Clyde Wilburn, 48, of Catskill, 
was arrested July 15 at 3:32 a.m. in 
Catskill and charged with manufac-
ture of drug-related paraphernalia 
and seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
both class A misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Ethan Bass, 28, of Downs-
ville, was arrested July 8 at 8:56 
a.m. in Cairo and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, a 

class E felony, and fourth-degree 
criminal possession of a weapon 
with intent to use, a class A misde-
meanor. He was issued an appear-
ance ticket.

■ Burke Armstrong, 59, of 
Catskill, was arrested July 18 at 
3:30 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with fi rst-degree operating a mo-
tor vehicle impaired by drugs, an 
unclassifi ed misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Lindsey Palmateer, 40, of 
Athens, was arrested July 17 at 8:14 
p.m. in Athens and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassifi ed misdemeanors. She 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Mitchum Lyons, 32, of 
Oneonta, was arrested July 17 at 
9:17 p.m. in Tannersville and was 
charged with third-degree bail 
jumping, a class A misdemean-
or. He was issued cash bail in the 
amount of $2,500.

■ Carl Neal, 72, of Catskill, was 
arrested July 18 at 5 p.m. in Cox-
sackie and charged with driving 

while intoxicated, an unclassifi ed 
misdemeanor. He was released to a 
third party.

■ Kevin Carmichael, 30, of Sel-
kirk, was arrested July 18 at 9:43 
p.m. in Athens and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassifi ed misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Edward Conti, 34, of Sarato-
ga Springs, was arrested July 19 at 
2:20 p.m. in Cairo and charged with 
third-degree bail jumping, a class A 
misdemeanor. He was released on 
his own recognizance.

■ Joseph Lomio, 54, of Cox-
sackie, was arrested July 19 at 7:20 
p.m. in Coxsackie and charged with 
petty larceny, a class A misdemean-
or. He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ John Prosser, 53, was arrest-
ed July 20 at 8:10 p.m. in Cairo and 
charged with fi rst-degree burglary 
with a dangerous instrument and 
fi rst-degree robbery using a danger-
ous instrument, a class B felony. He 
was held.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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During these challenging 
times, you can rely on your 
newspaper to provide 
details about any resources 
that may be available 
to assist those who are 
vulnerable and in-need.
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n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — The world 
is full of bad news these days 
— high infl ation, skyrocketing 
gas prices, mass shootings, hate 
crimes, a global pandemic, even 
monkeypox outbreaks.

Take a look at most news out-
lets and you’ll see a never-ending 
stream of bad news.

The Greenville Pioneer wants 
to change that.

The newspaper is launching a 
“Good News” initiative, and we 
are hoping our readers will help 
out.

“There’s plenty of good news 
out there and we want to shine a 
light on it,” said Warren Dews Jr., 
publisher and vice president of 
Capital Region Independent Me-
dia, which publishes the Green-
ville Pioneer. “In addition to our 
regular, day-to-day news cycle, 
we want to hear about the good 
things happening in the commu-
nities we cover — and there’s 
plenty of it.”

The newspaper is looking to 
share all kinds of good news sto-
ries, from acts of kindness among 
neighbors or strangers, to char-
itable good works, businesses 
that are helping their community, 

fundraising efforts to support lo-
cal nonprofi t organizations, and 
more.

“Everyone knows the old sto-
ry about a cat stuck up in a tree 
and the fi refi ghters who climb the 
tree to rescue it. But you never 
hear about that in the mainstream 
media — we want to hear about 
it,” Dews said.

The Greenville Pioneer will, 
of course, continue to cover is-
sues of importance in the com-
munities we serve, but we will be 
making a special outreach effort 
to identify positive, uplifting sto-
ries to share the good things peo-
ple in our communities are doing.

Do you know of someone 
who helped an elderly neighbor 
through a rough patch, or tutors 
a struggling child in their spare 
time, or launched a community 
garden to grow food for a local 
food pantry?

Maybe it’s a library program 
that reaches out to underserved 
populations, or a program that 
helps low-income families feed 
their kids when school is out. 
Community beautifi cation pro-
grams, educational activities, 
or just giving a helping hand to 
someone who needs it. 

All of them, and more, qualify 

for our new “Good News” seg-
ment.

There are an untold number 
of good things happening in the 
local area and we want to know 
about it and share these stories of 
hope, compassion and generosity.

If you know of a “Good 
News” story, please reach out 
and let us know about it. Please 
submit your story idea to news@
greenvillepioneer.com, include 
your name and contact informa-
tion, and someone from our staff 

will get in touch with you. 
You can also visit www.theup-

stater.com to check out our stories 
and the “Good News” initiative.

This is an ongoing campaign, 
so let’s work together to make the 
“Good News” roll.

Let the ‘Good News’ roll

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CATSKILL — A former Greene County public defender was sen-
tenced July 8 in the “brutal beating” of his ex-girlfriend, according to 
District Attorney Joseph Stanzione.

Anthony Pastel, 38, pleaded guilty Jan. 19 to second-degree as-
sault, a class D violent felony.

He was sentenced Friday to the maximum sentence of seven years 
in prison and two years post-release supervision.

Pastel was charged with assaulting his former girlfriend, who sus-
tained a fractured skull, brain bleed, black eyes and severe lacerations 
to her face and lips, according to Stanzione.

“The victim spent eight days at Albany Medical Center, and then 
received additional therapy due to her extensive injuries,” Stanzione 
said.

Pastel, who formerly worked with the Greene County Public De-
fenders Offi ce, appeared before Judge Debra J. Young for sentencing 
July 8. 

The assault victim, who was not identifi ed by the district attorney’s 
offi ce, presented a victim statement describing the assault.

After listening to statements from attorneys, Young commended 
Pastel for his efforts in dealing with alcohol and mental health issues, 
but told him he should have sought help before the assault took place, 
Stanzione said.

“Judge Young then proceeded to sentence Mr. Pastel to the maxi-
mum sentence of seven years prison plus two years post-release super-
vision,” Stanzione said.

Pastel was taken to the Greene County Jail and processed for trans-
fer to the New York State Department of Corrections and Community 
Supervision.

Former public 
defender sentenced 

in assault
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TROY – The Museum Association of New York (MANY) is 
partnering with the William G. Pomeroy Foundation for a fi fth 
round of the Pomeroy Fund for NYS History, providing a total of 
$100,000 for salary support/hourly wages to bring back or hire 
museum educators. 

Grants up to $5,000 will support New York state history-re-
lated museum educators who will plan and deliver interpreta-
tive programs, including school programs, teen programs, early 
childhood programs, family days, festivals, programs for older 
adults, programs for new Americans, or targeted, audience-spe-
cifi c programs identifi ed in the grant application.

“Museum educators play a critical role in our understand-
ing and interpretation of history,” said Deryn Pomeroy, director 
of Strategic Initiatives and trustee at the Pomeroy Foundation. 
“Their important work has a tangible impact on communities 
and people of all ages. We are proud to partner with MANY to 
offer this much-needed funding to support educators at small 
history-related museums in New York state.”

Funding should not be used as a substitute for existing (bud-
geted) staff salaries and hours, but can be used to increase staff 
hours for the aforementioned purposes. Funds will be grants to 
museums that apply for education staff who will offer in-person 
programming, but programs may include a virtual component. 

Eligible applicants must be a 501(c)(3) history-related orga-
nization located in New York state and have an annual operating 
budget of $250,000 or less. 

“This partnership with the Pomeroy Foundation has made 
a tremendous impact on some of New York’s smallest history 
organizations,” said MANY Executive Director Erika Sanger. 
“The Pomeroy Fund for NYS History has awarded more than 
$200,000 to 83 history-related organizations since April of 2020. 
We are looking forward to learning about and supporting the 
ways in which applicants produce programs for their commu-
nities.” 

The Coney Island History Project, for example, was award-
ed $4,000 in the fi rst round of the Pomeroy Fund that provided 
grants to purchase technology for history-related organizations 
forced to close in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“The support of the Pomeroy Fund in 2020, when the Co-
ney Island History Project exhibition center and recording studio 
were closed due to the pandemic, buoyed our spirits and helped 
us pivot to virtual programming,” said Tricia Vita, Coney Island 
History Project administrative director. “We tested various plat-
forms and tools for recording oral history interviews remotely, 
produced a podcast from oral histories in our archive, and adapt-
ed our in-person reminiscence events to Zoom. Our efforts were 
so successful that these virtual programs remain part of our rep-
ertoire. We’re grateful to the Museum Association of New York 
and William G. Pomeroy Foundation for funding that enabled 
us to expand our audience during the dark days of lockdown.”

The online application form for the fi fth round of the Pome-
roy Fund opened on the MANY website Monday, July 18. Ap-
plications will be accepted through Friday, Sept. 23. Successful 
applicants will be notifi ed on or before Friday, Oct. 21. Grants 
must be used within one year of disbursement; all funds must be 
expended before Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2023. 

Grant applications will be reviewed by a panel that includes 
MANY board members and Pomeroy Foundation staff. Grants 
are available to all qualifi ed organizations; an organization does 
not have to be a member of MANY to receive funding, nor will 
preference be given to MANY members.

To learn more about the Pomeroy Fund for NYS History and 
to apply, visit: nysmusems.org/Pomeroy-Fund-for-NYS-Histo-
ry.

Funds support NYS 
history museum 

educators

William John “Bill” Hotter
William John “Bill” Hotter, 

age 80, died at St. Peter’s 
Hospital, Albany, NY on Friday, 
July 8, 2022. 

Born Nov. 11, 1941, in the 
Bronx, NY, he was a beloved 
community member of Green-
ville, NY, and was a U.S. 
Marine Corps veteran, serving 
from 1959-64, and retired as 
an NYPD Detective First Grade 
in 1990. 

After retirement Bill worked 
as a bus driver for Greenville 
Central School District and 20-
plus years at Sunny Hill Resort 
and Golf Course. Bill was 
a 45-year American Legion 
member, during which time he 
served several roles including 
commander, chaplain and 
treasurer.

During his time with the 
NYPD, Bill worked undercover 
narcotics, was on the security 
details for both New York City 
Mayor Ed Koch and NYPD 

Commissioner Benjamin Ward, 
and was a bagpiper with the 
Pipes & Drums of the NYPD 
Emerald Society, accompany-
ing them on an eventful tour 
of Ireland in 1984.

Survivors include his sons, 
William Paul, Eric John (Beth), 
Christian Matthew (Yana), 
Michael John (Megan Prokor-
ym), and Daniel Joseph Hotter 

(Elisabeth); his grandchildren, 
Stephanie Longley (Justin), 
Elyse McLure, Steven Hot-
ter-Glass (Emily), Simone 
and Sabine Hotter, Emily and 
Hannah Hotter, and Maeve 
Aoife Tarttier Hotter; and his 
great-grandchildren Elijah 
and Jadyn Devour, and David 
Longley. Also survived by his 
former spouses, Carol Frode-
man and Aurora Hotter.

Bill has been privately 
cremated. Calling hours were 
held Saturday, July 23, from 
1-4 p.m. at the A.J. Cunning-
ham Funeral Home, 4898 
State Route 81, Greenville. An 
American Legion service will 
be held at 3:30 p.m., followed 
by Military Honors. In lieu of 
flowers, donations can be 
made to the Greenville Ameri-
can Legion Post 291, P.O. Box 
132, Greenville, NY 12083. 
Condolences can be posted at 
ajcunninghamfh.com.

William John “Bill” Hotter

Obituaries

The Alzheimer’s Association, 
Northeastern New York (NENY) 
Chapter is inviting local residents 
to join the fi ght to end Alzheimer’s 
disease by participating in the Co-
lumbia Greene Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation Walk to End Alzheimer’s on 
Oct. 15, at Columbia-Greene Com-
munity College in Hudson. 

On Walk day, participants come 
together to honor those affected by 
Alzheimer’s and raise funds that en-
sure the programs and services pro-
vided by the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion are free to all who need them.

“Walk to End Alzheimer’s is our 
signature event and we are pleased 
to announce this year’s Walk will 
once again be held at Colum-
bia-Greene Community College,” 
said Joseph Heaney, Walk Manag-
er at the NENY Chapter. “While 
our Walk raises critical funds, it is 

far more than a fundraiser. It is an 
inspiring time where our communi-
ty comes together to celebrate our 
commitment to ending this disease. 
If you’ve never attended, there is a 
poignant Promise Garden ceremo-
ny with different colors that repre-
sent each walker’s personal reason 
to end the disease. It is my hope that 
you’ll consider adding your fl ower 
to the fi ght.” 

In addition to inviting people to 
sign up for the Columbia-Greene 
walk, the NENY chapter is encour-
aging people to become involved in 
other ways. 

“You can start teams, join the 
planning committee, or sponsor or 
table at the event,” said Heaney. “I 
have seen fi rsthand how debilitat-
ing Alzheimer’s can be. I hope ev-
eryone walks with us through this 
beautiful campus to support an end 

to this disease.” 
More than 6 million Americans 

are living with Alzheimer’s disease 
– a leading cause of death in the 
United States. Additionally, more 
than 11 million family members 
and friends provide care to people 
living with Alzheimer’s and other 
dementias. 

In New York alone, there are 
more than 410,000 people living 
with the disease and 580,000 care-
givers. 

To register and receive the lat-
est updates on this year’s Columbia 
Greene Walk to End Alzheimer’s, 
visit act.alz.org/neny. 

To learn more about the plan-
ning committee or sponsorship op-
portunities, contact Joseph Heaney 
at joheaney@alz.org or 518-675-
7203.

Local Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s set for October
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22 Hope Plaza, Coxsackie, NY 12192

Online Booking: 
SoulSerenitySpa.org

Full Body 
Waxing

Nails and 
Massages

Book with 
Savanah

518.545.8452

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CAIRO — A group working to 
preserve a Cairo property that has 
been deemed the world’s oldest fos-
sil forest was awarded a $170,000 
grant to fence in and protect the site.

The fossilized forest, located off 
state Route 145 in the town, is at an 
abandoned sandstone quarry and is 
estimated to be about 385 million 
years old. It features a fossilized 
root system of trees that were in the 
area millions of years ago.

Joseph Hasenkopf, who has 
been working with the nonprofi t 
group Friends of the Cairo Fossil 
Forest to preserve the site, applied 
for the state grant.

“I have been working with the 
town for a few years now trying to 
get grants to protect the fossil forest 
the town has,” Hasenkopf told the 
town board at its July 11 meeting. 
“The fi rst time I was unsuccessful, 
but fortunately I found out Friday 
that we were granted a grant from 
New York state called a SAM 
grant… we got $170,000 to fence 
it in.”

SAM grants, or State And Mu-
nicipal grants, are awarded through 
the New York State Senate. Cairo’s 
grant was awarded through the of-
fi ce of state Sen. Michelle Hinchey, 
D-46.

The grant will cover the cost of 
fencing in the property to protect it.

“I talked to the different scien-
tists and the type of fencing that we 
are going with will have jersey bar-
riers around the entire thing and the 
fence would be attached to that, so 
we are not drilling into the ground 
and potentially causing some addi-
tional erosion or destruction to the 
forest itself,” Hasenkopf told the 
board.

It is not clear when the grant 
money will be awarded to the town, 
but Hasenkopf hopes installing the 
fence can begin this year.

“Hopefully that will get done 
before the snow fl ies, but it all de-
pends on when the town gets the 
money,” he said.

Hasenkopf is working with 
Town Supervisor Jason Watts to try 
to reduce the most expensive part of 
the fencing project — acquiring the 
jersey barriers. 

“The most expensive part is 
buying the jersey barriers, which 
I think we should be able to get,” 
Hasenkopf said. “The town has a 
lot of them that we may be able to 

use, depending on the highway de-
partment’s needs, and we should be 
able to get a bunch from the county, 
versus having to go and purchase 
brand new ones.”

The entire site will be fenced in 
to prevent people from accessing 
the site without permission. Pres-
ently, the site is easily accessible.

“All the scientists have told 
me that until you have it fenced in, 
you really don’t want people going 
there,” Hasenkopf said. “There are 
articles out there about it, but you 
don’t want to add too much fuel to 
the fi re because they are worried 
that people are going to go there 
and take things. Personally, I’m not 
worried about you or I or a tourist, 
I’m more worried about the scien-
tifi c community going up there be-
cause right now if someone wants 
to go there, they just go and it is not 
locked.”

Researchers from the scientifi c 
community have already been to 
the site and taken samples, and the 
fencing would aim to better control 
access to the site.

“There was someone who went 
up there and took core samples 
which are in Cork, Ireland, and 
in England right now as part of a 
Ph.D. project for the last seven 
years,” Hasenkopf said. “There’s 
pieces in the New York State Mu-
seum, which is fi ne, but there are 
other pieces throughout the SUNY 
system just sitting in classrooms, 
which is educational, but I feel like 
the town of Cairo should have at 
least had this information.”

Hasenkopf is also looking to 
establish a committee that would 
serve as a point of contact for any-
one who wants to visit the site so 
the town has some control over the 
process.

Now that the grant to install 
fencing has been acquired, the 
town will look to how to best uti-
lize the site.

“Next steps that have been told 
to me is that the best thing to do is 
to go out and get a feasibility study 
done to see what would be prudent 
to build there — whether you want 
an educational center, how big of 
an educational center, is it better to 
leave it the way it is and turn it into 
a federal or state park?” Hasenkopf 
said. “A study like that costs about 
$200,000, so that’s my next goal af-
ter we get the fencing up — to try 
to undertake that and see if we can 
move things forward.”

$170K grant will 
protect world’s 

oldest fossil forest

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CAIRO — The town of Cai-
ro honored Offi cer Tom Plank 
for three decades of service with 
the local D.A.R.E. program.

“We have a plaque for Tom 
Plank,” Town Councilman Mi-
chael Flaherty said at the July 
11 meeting of the town council. 
“It’s for [his] 30 years of service 
with the D.A.R.E. program. We 
want to recognize his years of 
service.”

D.A.R.E. is a national pro-
gram aimed at teaching students 
decision-making skills that will 
lead to safe and healthy living, 
according to the organization’s 
website. 

“D.A.R.E. envisions a world 
in which students everywhere 
are empowered to respect oth-
ers and choose to lead lives free 
from violence, substance abuse 
and other dangerous behaviors,” 
according to the organization.

Sgt. Rick Busch, offi -
cer-in-charge at the Town of Cai-
ro Police Department, presented 
Plank with the plaque for his 
three decades of service to the 
program and to local children.

“Tom has spent countless 
hours of his own time, his own 
gas — you name it — to keep 
the D.A.R.E. program moving,” 
Busch said. “He had programs 
like D.A.R.E. Weekend, which 
was a weekend full of D.A.R.E. 
fun that didn’t cost the children 
anything.”

Plank’s work went beyond 
hosting and organizing the pro-
gram’s events — he also did all 
the fundraising to cover the ex-
penses.

“Tom raised all the money 

himself for the program,” Busch 
said.

Over the years, there was 
also a D.A.R.E. Day held in the 
town park every summer, among 
many other activities.

“Everything was complete-
ly free, off the money that Tom 
raised on his own time and his 
own dime,” Busch said. “I ac-
tually suggested a couple of 
times that Tom could put in for 
some reimbursement through the 
D.A.R.E. program and he would 
not do it. He just wouldn’t do it.”

Busch told Plank he could 
submit to the national program 
for reimbursement for his time 
working on special events like 
D.A.R.E. Day, but Plank refused 
to do that, as well.

“I told him he could put in for 
pay for the day because [he] was 
spending the whole day doing 
it and [he] raised all the money 
himself,” but Plank would not 

submit a voucher to get paid for 
his time, Busch said.

When the D.A.R.E. program 
lost its funding, Plank kept it 
going by raising the money him-
self. 

“And he had money left 
over that went into the Parks ac-
count,” Town Supervisor Jason 
Watts said. “It was about $6,000 
left over.”

After accepting his plaque, 
Plank said Busch supported his 
efforts to operate the program.

“Rick [Busch] supported me 
100% with everything I did,” 
Plank said. “There was never 
any question about what I was 
doing, how I was doing it. He 
just was a driving force behind 
me.”

Plank is retiring from the po-
lice department and the D.A.R.E. 
program. The program is expect-
ed to be discontinued with his 
departure.

FILE PHOTO    
The town of Cairo was awarded a state grant to fence in the world’s oldest 
fossil forest, located in an abandoned quarry off state Route 145.

6               The Greenville Pioneer • Friday, January 17, 2020

AUTO & 
TIRE SERVICE

Proudly Serving Our Community For Four Generations

518-756-3127
(Fax) 518-756-2900
info@CA-Albright.com 
www.ca-albright.com

GARAGE LOCATION: 

13640 Route 9W 
(Corner of 9W & 144) 

Hannacroix, NY 12087

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm • Saturday: 8am - Noon

• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, 
     Shocks, Transmision, 
     Diagnostics
• Firefi ghters “Thank You” 
     discount — 10% off 
     auto service

Buy 4 Continental
or General Tires

Get FREE Rotation
for ONE YEAR when 
you come in for an 

Oil Change

HEATING 
&  COOLING 

SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-
     effi cient systems can save 
     you up to 30% on your 
     utility bills’
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C 
     & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support 
     unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest 
     Greenest technology 
     available
• Rebates available on 
     select systems
• Both York and Trio have 
     quiet, effi cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency 
     Service
• Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry 
     and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable 
     and courteous drivers
• Clean and Effi cient 
     High-Grade Heating Oil

Formula for success 
is very simple!  

Low Prices + Quality Fuel Oil
+ Great Service = 

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!

Facebook.com/CAAlbrights • Convenient Online Bill Pay

HEATING &  COOLING SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-e�  cient systems can save you up to 30% on your utility bills’ 
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest Greenest technology available
• Rebates available on select systems
• Both York and Trio have quiet, e�  cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency Service • Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable and courteous drivers
• Clean and E�  cient High-Grade Heating Oil

AUTO & 
TIRE SERVICE

Proudly Serving Our Community For Four Generations

518-756-3127
(Fax) 518-756-2900
info@CA-Albright.com 
www.ca-albright.com

GARAGE LOCATION: 

13640 Route 9W 
(Corner of 9W & 144) 

Hannacroix, NY 12087

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm • Saturday: 8am - Noon

• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, 
     Shocks, Transmision, 
     Diagnostics
• Firefi ghters “Thank You” 
     discount — 10% off 
     auto service

Buy 4 Continental
or General Tires

Get FREE Rotation
for ONE YEAR when 
you come in for an 

Oil Change

HEATING 
&  COOLING 

SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-
     effi cient systems can save 
     you up to 30% on your 
     utility bills’
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C 
     & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support 
     unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest 
     Greenest technology 
     available
• Rebates available on 
     select systems
• Both York and Trio have 
     quiet, effi cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency 
     Service
• Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry 
     and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable 
     and courteous drivers
• Clean and Effi cient 
     High-Grade Heating Oil

Formula for success 
is very simple!  

Low Prices + Quality Fuel Oil
+ Great Service = 

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!

Facebook.com/CAAlbrights • Convenient Online Bill Pay

AUTO & TIRE SERVICE
• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, Shocks, 
    Transmission, Diagnostics
• Fire� ghters “Thank You” discount — 
   10% o�  auto service

AUTO & 
TIRE SERVICE

Proudly Serving Our Community For Four Generations

518-756-3127
(Fax) 518-756-2900
info@CA-Albright.com 
www.ca-albright.com

GARAGE LOCATION: 

13640 Route 9W 
(Corner of 9W & 144) 

Hannacroix, NY 12087

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm • Saturday: 8am - Noon

• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, 
     Shocks, Transmision, 
     Diagnostics
• Firefi ghters “Thank You” 
     discount — 10% off 
     auto service

Buy 4 Continental
or General Tires

Get FREE Rotation
for ONE YEAR when 
you come in for an 

Oil Change

HEATING 
&  COOLING 

SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-
     effi cient systems can save 
     you up to 30% on your 
     utility bills’
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C 
     & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support 
     unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest 
     Greenest technology 
     available
• Rebates available on 
     select systems
• Both York and Trio have 
     quiet, effi cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency 
     Service
• Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry 
     and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable 
     and courteous drivers
• Clean and Effi cient 
     High-Grade Heating Oil

Formula for success 
is very simple!  

Low Prices + Quality Fuel Oil
+ Great Service = 

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!

Facebook.com/CAAlbrights • Convenient Online Bill Pay

WE ACCEPT

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

Infrared 
FIT Bodywrap® 

Benefits can include weight loss, 
cellulite reduction, pain relief, 
relaxation, skin rejuvenation, 

and detoxification!

Tanning
One Month Package

Tanning made 
easy and hassle-free. 

We have both a 
tanning bed and a booth.

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

(518) 731-2559

Salon 255 LTD is a state of the art salon offering a full menu of services 
in a warm and luxurious atmosphere. Our professional, friendly staff 
are trained in the latest trends and are always advancing their 
education. In an industry that is forever changing, it is our priority to 
always provide a superior experience!

With a variety of offerings and services to choose from, we’re sure you 
will be happy working with us. We are looking forward to working with 
you and helping you look fabulous!

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10am-6pm
SATURDAY 9am-2pm
SUNDAY Closed
MONDAY Closed

You look fabulous!
SALON 255 LTD

salon255ltd.com

255 Mansion Street
Coxsackie, NY

Specials

“Journalism keeps you planted in the earth.”
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Plank honored for 30 years 
with D.A.R.E. program

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Sgt. Rick Busch, left, presents Officer Tom Plank with a plaque honoring 
his 30 years of service with the D.A.R.E. program.



6	 	 													The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  July 29, 2022

13640 US RT 9W
HANNACROIX, NY
WWW.CA-ALBRIGHT.COM

Fuel Oil with a 30 Mile Delivery Service & Competitive Pricing
OR Switch from Oil to LP/Natural Gas - same day in some cases!

OUR FORMULA FOR SUCCESS IS VERY SIMPLE:
Low Prices + Quality Products + Great Service = Happy Customers

HAPPINESS IS A WARM PUPPY
AND A WARM HEART

518-756-3127

Treat a Friend to a Round @ Rainbow – ON US!
Pay your greens fee, rent a cart, and your friend golfs with you for FREE* 

* Both golfers must sign up to receive our 
updates and offers by email. Offer good 
for 1 free round of golf only per person.

RAINBOW RESORT & GOLF CLUB 
3822 County Rte. 26, Greenville, NY 12083

New York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner 
Basil Seggos urged New Yorkers to practice 
the utmost safety when building campfi res 
this summer. Dry weather throughout June 
and July has increased the risk of fi res.

“The sunny summer weather is giving 
people ample opportunity to enjoy New 
York’s outdoors, but it’s also increasing the 
risk for fi res,” Seggos said. “When building a 
campfi re, please make sure to always keep an 
eye on it and pay attention to the wind. And 
when fi nished, make sure the fi re is fully out 
and cold to the touch.”

The majority of the state remains at a 
moderate risk for fi res, meaning that any out-
door fi re can spread quickly, especially if the 
wind picks up. Campfi res are among the top 
fi ve causes of wildfi res.

DEC continues to encourage New York-
ers and visitors to follow the recommenda-
tions below to reduce the risk of wildfi res.

While camping in the backcountry, New 
Yorkers are advised to:

• Use existing campfi re rings where pos-
sible;

• Build campfi res away from overhanging 
branches, steep slopes, rotten stumps, logs, 
dry grass, and leaves. Pile extra wood away 
from the fi re;

• Clear the area around the ring of leaves, 
twigs and other fl ammable materials;

• Never leave a campfi re unattended. Even 
a small breeze could cause the fi re to spread 
quickly; and

• Drown the fi re with water. Make sure all 
embers, coals and sticks are wet. Move rocks 
as there may be burning embers underneath.

Fire safety tips for burning wood or brush:

• Never burn on a windy day;
• Check and obey all local laws and ordi-

nances;
• Burn early in the morning when humidi-

ty is high and winds are low;
• Clear all fl ammable material for a dis-

tance of 10 to 15 feet around the fi re;

• Keep piles to be burned small, adding 
small quantities of material as burning pro-
gresses;

• Always have a garden hose, shovel, wa-
ter bucket, or other means to extinguish the 
fi re close at hand; and

• When done, drown the fi re with water, 
making sure all materials, embers and coals 
are wet.

Do not burn household trash:
• Burning trash is prohibited statewide in 

all cases. Incinerator rules prohibit burning 
household trash in wood stoves, fi replaces, 
and outdoor wood boilers;

• DEC recommends recycling all appro-
priate materials (such as newspaper, paper, 
glass, and plastic) and composting organic 
kitchen and garden waste;

• Burning leaves is also banned in New 
York state. DEC encourages composting of 
leaves; and,

• Disposal of fl ags or religious items in a 
small-sized fi re is allowed if it is not other-
wise prohibited by law or regulation.

For information on open burning and 
campfi re safety in New York, go to DEC’s 
Open Burning in New York and Fire Safe-
ty When Camping webpages at www.dec.
ny.gov.

For further questions about wildfi res, call 
1-833-NYS-RANGERS and call 911 to re-
port a wildfi re.

COURTESY OF PEXELS    
The state Department of Environmental Conservation offers tips for campfire safety.

Camping safety during dry summer 

ALBANY — New York State 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation Commissioner Ba-
sil Seggos is asking New Yorkers 
to take part in the state’s annual 
survey of wild turkeys, a valuable 
tool that helps DEC determine the 
productivity of turkey populations 
statewide.

“Citizen scientists provide im-
portant data that helps our biolo-

gists examine how factors such 
as weather, predation and habitat 
conditions during the breeding 
and brood-rearing seasons impact 
turkey survival,” Seggos said. 
“Without the assistance of our vol-
unteers, the task of monitoring tur-
key populations statewide would 
be far more diffi cult, and we en-
courage participation this summer 
to help enhance our knowledge of 

turkeys in New York.”
Turkey populations in New 

York state peaked in the late 1990s 
and early 2000s. However, over 
the past decade, turkey produc-
tivity has consistently been below 
average, leading to lower popula-
tions. 

Since 1996, the DEC has con-
ducted the annual Summer Wild 
Turkey Sighting Survey to track 

wild turkey populations and es-
timate the number of wild turkey 
poults (young of the year) per hen 
statewide. This index allows the 
DEC to gauge reproductive suc-
cess and predict future turkey pop-
ulations and harvest opportunities.

DEC uses reported obser-
vations of wild turkeys to track 
annual productivity over time 
and in different parts of the state. 

User-submitted data also helps 
wildlife managers forecast hunt-
ing prospects for the coming fall 
season and subsequent spring sea-
sons. 

To submit turkey observations, 
citizen scientists are encouraged 
to use DEC’s online form at dec.
ny.gov.

DEC seeks citizen scientists to monitor wild turkeys
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By Pat Larsen
For Capital Region Independent Media

Every single time we get tested in 
life, we learn it’s not the issues, per se, 
at hand, it’s actually the faith that we 
bring to the table that our higher power 
is testing us with.

We’re here on this earthly plane to 
learn valuable lessons throughout our 
lifetime regardless of how difficult the 
lessons are to our mind, body and spir-
it. It is in the true spirit of recognizing 
these moments and then the actual peri-
ods of enlightenment that follow, that I 
will share my experience in this column. 

My goal is always to shine that beam 
of light on times when we can feel very 
isolated and insulated from what we 
know to be true and perhaps allow for 
an understanding that reminds the read-
er we are actually not alone. Recogniz-
ing yourself among the stories that are 
shared oftentimes can and will trigger a 
solution not previously considered.

I promise this is not a heavy, down-
trodden story.

I can find irony and humor in the mail 
being late. So on a beautiful, sunny sum-
mer day recently, I set about with only 
the best of intentions to have a playdate 
with my 5-year-old granddaughter. I 
traveled south from Greene County to 
Ulster, which entails an hour drive. (This 
will help explain how I wound up at Vas-
sar Medical Hospital in Poughkeepsie).

It was pure magic all morning. Craft-
ing, a picnic lunch, washing my car 
(OK, that was pre-planned and she loved 
sudsing up both me and the car), playing 
games. The kid’s a genius at Candy Land 
and so we moved on to playing Sorry af-
ter my third loss at the first game.

We were four moves in (I knew this 
time I had a chance at winning), and this 
is where the story gets pretty fuzzy.

Let’s just get right to the first les-
son then. Grab a pen and paper because 
you’ve got to take notes here.

The room began to spin out of control. 
I asked for my phone and said I needed 
to call her parent because I wasn’t feel-
ing so great. She obliged. Speed dial is 
essential here.

First note: Make sure you have your 
family, loved ones and neighbors on 
your favorites or speed dial setting on 
your phone. No mobile phone? OK, be 

sure your phone book is 
highlighted with the im-
portant names and easily 
accessible. 

Then I dialed 911 and 
called myself in as an 
emergency. Second note: 
Know the address of the 
location you are visiting. 
I did. As well as always 
teaching the children in the 
house who are capable of 
remembering the address 
also. 

Within what seemed 
like a few minutes, I had just enough 
time to prepare this adorable kiddo for 
what was about to descend upon the 
house.

We talked about the “helpers” with 
the fire department who were going to 
visit very shortly and that prepared her a 
bit. Always telling kids about the emer-
gency teams that help us is truly essen-
tial. By the time the EMTs arrived, my 
granddaughter’s daddy had gotten to the 
house also and so the anxiety to the child 
was mitigated with a sense of familiari-
ty. Thank goodness.  

I have since learned that there is ac-
tually an app on our phones (I realize 
I’m presuming a lot here, please forgive 
me) that allows us to call 911 with a few 
clicks on the phone and then it sends all 
of our pertinent health data directly to 
the person answering the call. Import-
ant stuff, like your name, date of birth, 
health issues, medications, emergency 
family contacts, etc.

And just like the app MapQuest, once 
you’ve made the call, a signal is sent to 
the local emergency location that lets the 
person know where the call is coming 
from. Minutes can sometimes save lives 
and this is how you save yours or some-
one you love, by learning to use these 
useful tools. 

So pen and paper in hand, add a ques-
tion: where is your emergency info lo-
cator on your phone and get help if you 
need to. Fill in this information. 

The next four days were a bit of a 
blur from that point forward, however it 
is within this timeframe, I focused my 
attention on everything around me. I’m 
typically the “compliant patient” that 
you’d want to have if you’re a medical 
professional, but for some reason, my 

radar (although dulled) 
was keenly aware there 
were just too many cooks 
in the kitchen.

I don’t even really 
know what that means, 
but I knew that this was 
a “teaching” hospital and 
so every 15 minutes, like 
clockwork, another “spe-
cialty team” of residents 
paraded through my room 
asking, probing and then 
scheduling testing that left 
me little room to rest or re-

cover.
Before I would agree to take a med-

ication, I asked for its name and dose 
and I wrote that down. If you aren’t sure 
about the medication you’re being of-
fered, in this case a blood pressure med-
ication, ask about it. Often, I’ve learned 
(and this column is about learning from 
the tests). I was clear about the time of 
day I took my medications and found it’s 
often about convenience.

For whom? I wondered out loud.
Be sure that you, your visitors and 

your support team from home under-
stand the parameters of being admitted 
to see you under the COVID restrictions 
BEFORE they arrive to see you. In this 
particular case, a proof of COVID vac-
cine was required to be shown with cor-
responding ID before a pass was issued, 
every single time these loved ones vis-
ited. Just another thing to discuss with 
your family or caregivers in advance. 

It’s essential to remember in advance 
of an emergency, whenever possible, 
that building trust within ourselves is es-
sential. Once the emergency has passed 
(in this case it was me, but it might be 
your loved one), be sure to ask for what 
you or they need next. Patients in crisis 
don’t give away their rights to be heard 
after the stabilization has taken place. 
It’s definitely within each of our own 
participation in our healing to define 
personal choices, your desire to ask for a 
second or third opinion, and to be part of 
the story post-emergency.

I certainly did just that. At one point, 
I asked the doctor who was managing 
my case to give me the five minutes I 
needed to think through all that was 
presented and then to make my own de-
cision as to what I would choose to do 

next. I was given that time and the result 
was very positive. 

I passed the test by having the faith 
that my higher power had put before me 
and I’m sharing that story now with you 
as a consideration for you to do the same 
should the need arise.

Pats’ Wellness Corner: Accountabil-
ity. Fully acknowledging what is being 
asked of us before a medical crisis oc-
curs. It’s within our personal power to 
control so much. But do we listen? If 
we resist what’s being suggested, do we 
then take the time to ask for other op-
tions or just walk away and think we’re 
never going to have to deal with the con-
sequences of ignoring what our doctors 
are suggesting. Guess again.

In my case, a medication, a newly 
added medication, was the culprit for 
this crisis. In part, I was not being heard 
when I discussed some side effects I was 
experiencing. Along with deciding I was 
probably better off without this med-
ication. I wasn’t. But there were better 
drugs out there that weren’t offered be-
cause I didn’t speak up. Maybe like me, 
you’re sick of hearing that “we’re short-
handed,” or it’s a pandemic and we can’t 
fit you in for an appointment.

It’s so much easier to just not think 
about speaking up. The mountain that 
we have to climb lies within us.

Get what you need, follow the in-
structions given and get that appoint-
ment you need even if it takes being the 
squeaky wheel.

Most of all, learn from the tests...
AND thank an EMT the next time you 
see one or have an opportunity to sup-
port a fundraiser for a local emergency 
team. They saved my life.

Pat Larsen is a licensed fitness in-
structor specializing in senior, baby 
boomer and elder fitness programs host-
ed by Pat at The Shamrock House in East 
Durham, Monday and Thursday morn-
ings. Pat is a nationally certified hyp-
no-therapist offering transformational 
healing one on one, offering sessions by 
appointment. She is also a syndicated 
columnist in Greene, Albany and Scho-
harie counties. Group programs are of-
fered with a variety of topics pertaining 
to health and wellness as we age. Con-
tact Pat at 518-275-8686 or by email at 
Pelarsen5@aol.com.

Testing, testing… one, two three
Body Mind and Spirit... Connections

Pat Larsen

BODY MIND AND SPIRIT

34 Hope Plaza, 
West Coxsackie, NY 12192

518-731-4800

TWO LOCATIONS:
4852 Route 81, 

Greenville, NY 12083

518-966-4800

Voted The Best Pharmacy in 
Greene County For Two Years Running. 

This award ceremony is put on by Greene County Chamber 
of Commerce and voted on by Greene County residents.

MEDICATION SERVICES
• Prescription Refills and Transfers
• Home Delivery
• Compounding
• Compounding for Pets
• Durable Medical Equipment
• Erectile Dysfunction Medication
• Immunizations
• Medication Adherence
• Medication Synchronization
• Medication Therapy Management
• Prescriptions for Pets
• Supplies for Physician offices

OVER THE COUNTER
• Pain Medication
• Cold and Allergy Medication
• Vitamins and Supplements
• Oral Health Products
• Feminine Hygiene Products
• First Aid Items
• Cosmetics
• School and Office Supplies
• Infant Care
• Hair Care
• Shower and Bath Items
• Sunscreen and Bug Spray

CARDS & GIFTS
• Home Decor
• Greeting Cards
• Special Occasion Items
• Seasonal Gifts
• Kid’s Toys
• Candles
• Gift Cards
• Scarves, Purses and Tote Bags
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

Cartaway, LLC is located in Glenmont, NY

518-439-0533

Dumpster Rentals Made Easy!
Commercial & Residential

• Construction • Demolition • Roofing • Clean-Out Work

 The National Fire Protection 
Association has announced “Fire 
Won’t Wait. Plan Your Escape” 
as the theme for Fire Prevention 
Week this year.

Fire Prevention Week runs 
from Oct. 9 to Oct. 15 this year 
and reinforces the critical im-
portance of developing a home 
escape plan with all members of 
the household and practicing it 
regularly.

In addition, this October 
represents the 100th anniversa-
ry of Fire Prevention Week, the 
nation’s longest-running public 
health observance on record.

“This year’s Fire Prevention 
Week campaign capitalizes on 
its milestone anniversary, cele-
brating all we’ve accomplished 
in reducing the public’s risk to 
fi re over the past hundred years,” 
said Lorraine Carli, vice presi-
dent of the NFPA Outreach and 
Advocacy division. “At the same 
time, the theme, ‘Fire Won’t 
Wait. Plan Your Escape,’ ad-
dresses challenges that remain.”

According to NFPA data, 
home — the place people feel 
safest from fi re — is actually 
where they are at greatest risk, 
with three-quarters (74%) of 
all U.S. fi re deaths occurring in 
homes. When a home fi re does 
occur, it’s more likely to be se-
rious; people are more likely to 
die in a home fi re today than they 
were in 1980. 

“Today’s homes burn fast-

er and hotter than they used to, 
minimizing the amount of time 
they have to escape safely,” said 
Carli. “In a typical home fi re, 
you may have as little as two 
minutes to get out from the time 
the smoke alarms sounds.”

The Fire Prevention Week 
2022 theme, “Fire Won’t Wait. 
Plan Your Escape,” promotes 
potentially life-saving messag-
es that can mean the difference 
between life and death in a fi re. 
Developing a home escape plan 
with all members of the house-
hold and practicing it regularly 
ensures that everyone knows 
what to do when the smoke alarm 
sounds and uses that time wisely. 

Following are key messages 
behind this year’s “Fire Won’t 
Wait. Plan Your Escape” theme:

• Make sure your home es-
cape plan meets the needs of all 
your family members, including 

those with sensory or physical 
disabilities.

• Smoke alarms should be 
installed inside every sleeping 
room, outside each separate 
sleeping area, and on every lev-
el of your home. Smoke alarms 
should be interconnected so 
when one sounds, they all sound. 

• Know at least two ways out 
of every room, if possible. Make 
sure all doors and windows open 
easily.

• Have an outside meeting 
place a safe distance from your 
home where everyone should 
meet. 

• Practice your home fi re drill 
at least twice a year with every-
one in the household, including 
guests. Practice at least once 
during the day and at night.

As the biggest annual cam-
paign at NFPA, Fire Prevention 
Week works to educate people 

about the leading risks to home 
fi res and ways they can better 
protect themselves and their 
loved ones. Local fi re depart-
ments play a key role in bringing 
Fire Prevention Week to life in 
their communities each year and 

spreading basic but critical fi re 
safety messages.

To learn more about Fire Pre-
vention Week, its 100th anniver-
sary and this year’s theme, “Fire 
Won’t Wait. Plan Your Escape,” 
visit www.nfpa.org/fpw.

‘Fire Won’t Wait. Plan Your Escape’
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Chasin’ Racin’

By Mark Kane
For Capital Region Independent Media

Capital District racing families 
came together at the three local 
tracks — Albany Saratoga, Fonda 
and Lebanon Valley speedways — 
to pay tribute to one of their own 
that has been lost through the years. 

As fans we may not always 
agree with each other on how rac-
es were won or lost, who got into 
who and for what reason. But there 
is one thing we do agree on and that 
is the love for dirt track racing and 
the respect we have for those gladi-
ators who put on a show for us, the 
fans, and how we feel when we lose 
one of those gladiators, no matter if 
we knew them personally or just as 
a fan of the sport.  

At “The Great Race Place,” 
Albany Saratoga, it was the Sports-
man teams paying tribute to Mark 
Hughes, who was tragically killed 
in a work-related accident. 

At “The Track of Champions,” 
for the 17th straight year the Fon-
da Speedway fans came together 
to honor fan favorite, as Jimmy 
King would say, HONDOOO 
Carpenter, who passed away after 
a three-wheeler accident with the 
Hondo Classic for Pro Stocks. Also 
honored was former car owner for 
HONDOOO and video extraordi-
naire (BOBCO)  Bob James, who 
lost his fi ght against cancer with 
the fi rst annual BOBCO Memorial 
Dash for Cash for the Pro Stocks. 
It was also fan appreciation night, 
with just $5 to get into the stands 
for a full night of ground-pounding 
racing action.  

At “The Valley of Speed” it was 
a night of honoring Bryan Goewey, 
George Marcus and Bubba Tanner, 
three members of the Valley Family 
who are dearly missed. It was also 
the return of “The Jet” Brett Hearn 
to his offi ce behind the wheel of the 
No. 20 for the fi rst time in 2022.

With all the emotion off the rac-
ing surface the on-track action had 
me looking to see if there was a full 
moon in the sky with plenty of cau-
tions being thrown and some tem-
pers getting out of control. I am not 
sure of the reason, but while drivers 
are taking matters into their own 
hands it is getting out of control, 
especially when each week we hear 
how hard it is to fi nd parts and how 
teams are parking their cars due to 
the fi nancial strain of racing during 
the 2022 season. 

Let’s just hope before someone 
gets hurt this matter gets taken care 
of and teams get back to racing 
with their head and not the front 
bumper. Don’t get me wrong, there 
was plenty of great racing action be-
tween the cautions as well.

ALBANY SARATOGA 
SPEEDWAY

At Albany Saratoga, after start-
ing off the season with a win and 
then not having a season up to his 
standards, Peter Britten, the 2017 
Modifi ed champion, is on a roll 
going back to back in the NAPA 
Modifi ed feature, making his way 
from the 13th starting position on a 

smooth, fast racing surface. 
At the drop of the green it was 

veteran C.G. Morey grabbing the 
early lead with Kris Vernold, Ryan 
McCartney, Jack Speshock and 
Matt Depew rounding out the top 
5. Quickly on the move was Spe-
shock, who got the run out of turn 2 
and would take over second on lap 
3. Jeremy Pitts was rolling with his 
27 ride and on the move was sitting 
in the top 5 by lap 5.  

Morey was pulling away from 
the fi eld as the caution fl ew on lap 
8 to tighten up the fi eld. Once back 
to green the racing inside the top 5 
was heating up as Pitts, Don Ron-
ca — who had moved his way into 
the top 5 from his sixth row starting 
spot — and Speshock going three-
wide behind the leader, Morey.  At 
this point you almost needed two 
sets of eyes as Adam Pierson, Ken-
ny Tremont Jr. and Peter Britten 
were having a great battle of their 
own inside the top 10 and looking 
to get to the front. 

By lap 15 the top 5 were Morey, 
Ronca, Pitts and the duo of Britten 
and Tremont Jr., who had worked 
their way to the top 5 still looking 
for more. Lap 17 found a new lead-
er as veteran Don Ronca got the run 
off turn 4 and would get the lead 
down the front chute and continued 
to lead.

Behind the leader Pitts and Brit-
ten were having a great battle and 
closing in on the leader as Britten 
worked his way around Pitts. A 
great battle inside the top 10 found 
Marc Johnson, Matt DeLorenzo 
and Mike Mahaney battling hard 
for position. Going down the back 

chute on lap 27 Britten and Pitts 
caught the leader as the trio went 
into turn 3 side by side by side. Brit-
ten coming out of turn 4 and down 
the front chute the new leader and 
quickly started to pull away as Ken-
ny Tremont Jr. was now working 
on Pitts and Ronca, with Speshock 
holding down a solid fi fth and with-
in striking distance as Tremont Jr. 
worked his way to second. 

In the closing laps it was all Pe-
ter Britten in for his third win of the 
year with Tremont Jr., Jeremy Pitts 
in for a solid third, Speshock was 
fourth and Ronca held on for a top 
5. 

In the Sportsman it was Tom-
my D’Angelo picking up the Mark 
Hughes Memorial for his fi rst-ever 
win in the Sportsman after making 
the move up in the limited Sports-
man earlier in the season, rounding 
out the top 5 were Darryl Nutting, 
Travis Witbeck, Dylan Madsen and 
Dan Grignon. 

In the Pro Stocks it was Chucky 
Dumblewski picking up the win af-
ter a last lap pass on Luke Horning 
coming out of turn 4 with Rob Ye-
tman, Jason Casey and Shane Hen-
derson rounding out the top 5. 

In other action, Ashton Pierson 
picked up the hold over Limited 
Sportsman win with Chris Crane Jr. 
picking up the regular show, Nick 
Napoli picked up the Street Stock 
win and Jon Sheppard won the 4cyl. 
feature.

FONDA SPEEDWAY
A full night of racing action 

greeted the fans on Fan Apprecia-
tion night at Fonda Speedway. This 
was a night full of emotion and great 
racing action in the Mohawk Valley. 
With just $5 to get in the front gate 
on a very special night it was great 
to see so many people take advan-
tage of the price. At that price I am 
not sure you can even get a burger 
and soft drink at McDonald’s. 

Once again, the Fonda race 
teams, their sponsors, family and 
friends, as well as the race fans be-
came part of the 17th annual 29-lap 
Hondooo Classic to honor Hon-
dooo Carpenter. Every year the rac-
ing family comes together to make 
this event a high-paying event for 
the Pro Stocks and this year it was 
no different as a total of $3,669.97 
in lap and bonus money was raised 
and added to the regular weekly 
purse. 

During the 17-year history of 
the event, nine drivers have won 
the prestigious event and now you 
can make it 10 as Beau Ballard 
picked up the popular win. The 26-
car strong Pro Stocks made their 
way to the historic Fonda oval and 
went four-wide to salute their fallen 
friend in front of the packed cov-
ered grandstand where everyone 
was on their feet.

At the drop of the green, the 
powerful, low, sleek Pro Stocks 
roared into turn 1 with Jason Mor-
rison grabbing the early lead with 
Beau Ballard and Chuck Dumb-
lewski right along with him, along 
with the rest of the fi eld looking for 
their part of the big pay day. 

Lap 2 found an early race lead 
change with Ballard the new leader, 
with Morrison and Dumblewski in 
tow. Not happy with third, Dumb-
lewski worked on Morrison and 
made his way to second in turn 2 
on lap 4. Working his way to the 

front on the high side from his fi fth 
row starting spot was current point 
leader Nick Stone, working his way 
into the top 5. Lap 8 found the fi eld 
come back to Ballard as the caution 
fl ew for the 88 in turn 4. Once back 
to green Ballard once again went to 
the front as Stone quickly picked up 
two spots and was now the new sec-
ond place car. 

The red fl ag was out for a multi-
car crash on the front chute. Back 
to green and the leaders went into 
turn 1 door to door with Ballard get-
ting the lead over Stone and Luke 
Horning, who had worked his way 
into the top 3 after starting seventh. 
Out front the battle for the lead was 
heating up as Ballard on the top and 
Stone on the bottom were putting 
on a show for the fans and showing 
why the Pro Stocks are so popular. 

Behind the leaders, Morrison, 
Dumblewski and Ivan Joslin were 
battling hard for the four, fi ve and 
six spots. The leaders started to 
work their way into lap traffi c as the 
caution once again was out. Once 
back to green Ballard remained 
the leader, with Stone all over his 
rear bumper as Luke Horning was 
working his way to the front and 
now into the top 5. Again the cau-
tion was out and this time it was 
for second place runner Nick Stone 
with what was thought as a fl at, 
but later found out it was a broken 
wheel that sent the Stone No. 8 to 
the hot pit. After changing the tire 
Stone returned to the battle. 

Once back to green, Ballard re-
mained the leader and once again 
had to deal with another caution 
and this time it was Horning, who 
was on his rear bumper and took 
the lead with a slide job only to 
have Ballard put on a slide job of 
his own and regain the top spot. As 
good as the race was for the lead it 
was Stone putting on a drive back to 
the front, picking off cars at will and 
working his way to the front. 

With 27 down and two to go, 
Horning jumped the berm and lost 
spots as Josh Coonradt, who had 
been working his way through the 
tough Fonda Pro Stock class, would 
take over second as Stone contin-
ued his drive to the front. 

As the checkers fl ew on the 
2022 edition of the Hondo Classic 
it was Beau Ballard picking up the 
popular win and all that went with 
it. Following Ballard to the line was 
Josh Coonradt, Nick Stone — who 
worked his way from the back over 
the last nine laps of the event — 
Chucky Dumblewski, Jason Mor-
rison and Ivan Joslin rounding out 
the top 5. 

SUNOCO MODIFIEDS
The SUNOCO Modifi eds 

would make their way to the track 
with the 12A replica coupe leading 
the parade to the speedway. At the 
drop of the green on the SUNOCO 
Modifi ed feature, a pair of rookies 
would lead the pack to the green 
with Nick Heywood getting the ear-
ly lead with another rookie, Tucker 
O’Connor, JaMike Sowle, Ryan 
Odaz and Chris Curtis in tow.

Quickly it was O’Connor show-
ing early speed as he would go 
wheel to wheel with the leader into 
turn 1 and be the new leader on lap 3 
as Ryan Odaz moved to second one 
lap later, leaving Heywood having 
to deal with Curtis and Craig Han-
son, who was on the move. Behind 
the leaders, the 111 of Demetrios 
Drelloswas on the move as Hanson 
worked his way to the third spot. 

With 10 down, O’Connor was 
now under heavy pressure from 
Odaz and Hanson as one lap later 
Hanson went into turn one in third 
and would come out of turn two and 
down the back chute the new leader. 
Drellos continued his march to the 
front and would now be sitting third 
and started to work on the rookie 
O’Connor for the second spot as the 
leaders stared to work their way into 
lap traffi c. 

Current point leader Matt De-
Lorenzo and Rocky Warner were 
making a charge to the front and 

were now sitting in the top 5, with 
Ronnie Johnson just outside the top 
5. Things started to heat up for the 
lead as DeLorenzo worked his way 
to third as the leaders were putting 
on a show for the fans. Then things 
got interesting as Drellos put a slide 
job on Hanson to become the new 
leader down the back straight. Han-
son made the same type of move on 
the leader, but contact was made, 
with Hanson becoming the leader 
and Drellos getting the run on the 
top side out of turn 4. 

Then things heated up even 
more. In fact, it got downright 
steamy as Drellos tried to make the 
pass on the front stretch, Hanson 
moved up a lane and put on a block, 
but Drellos was right there on his 
door panel and again contact was 
made as Drellos was forced into 
the wall. Going into turn 1 Drellos 
dove to the bottom and made con-
tact with the tire barriers and then 
contact with Hanson, sending the 
20-car spinning into the wall be-
tween turns 1 and 2 as the caution 
fl ew with Drellos the new leader, 
so everyone thought, as on the next 
caution lap Drellos headed to the 
pits. 

Their misfortune found DeLo-
renzo the new leader, Hanson bring-
ing up the rear and Drellos done for 
the night. Once back to racing, the 
red was quickly out for a parking 
lot in turn 4. Back to green it was 
now DeLorenzo and Warner in a 
battle for the lead, with DeLorenzo 
able to keep the lead and pick up his 
fi fth win of the year and 42nd  of his 
career at the “Track of Champions,” 
and padded his point lead as Rocky 
Warner would fi nish second, Ron-
nie Johnson third,Dave Constantino 
fourth and Chris Curtis in for anoth-
er solid run rounding out the top 5.

MORE RACING
The Sportsman went green to 

checker with Brandon Gibbons 
getting the early lead and having a 
great run out front, looking for his 
fi rst win. With the great run out 
front it was Payton Talbot who was 
the show after starting 12th and put-
ting on a drive to the front.  

As the laps clicked away, Gib-
bons still out front and Talbot now 
in second. Gibbons was locked 
down on the bottom behind a lap 
car as Talbot, who loves the high 
side, made the pass for the lead and 
would become the new leader on 
lap 21. 

From that point on it was Talbot 
being the class of the fi eld cruising 
to his second win of the year with 
Stephen Gray on a great run, Chad 
Edwards, Brendan Gibbons and 
Mark Mortenson rounding out the 
top 5. 

Other action found Zach Dufel 
pick up his third win of the year 
in the limited Sportsman with Ken 
Hollenback and Dale VanAllen 
picking up the 4-cyl. wins.

Nick Stone picked up the BOB-
CO Memorial Dash for cash for the 
Pro Stocks and Jason Reome was 
the winner of the Swagger Factory 
602 Black Flag Challenge.

LEBANON VALLEY
At Lebanon Valley it was Bri-

an Berger picking up the fi rst-ever 
Bryan Goewey Memorial and the 
$10,000 paycheck that went with it. 

On lap one of the event a nasty 
crash occurred on the back stretch 
with many cars involved. There 
were many damaged racers, but all 
drivers walked away. Following 
Berger to the line was Marc John-
son, Keith Flach, L.J. Lombardo 
and Eddie Marshall rounding out 
the top 5. 

The Sportsman found Whit-
ey Slavin picking up the George 
Marcus Memorial and Chad Jeseo 
picked up the 17th annual Bubba 
Tanner Pro Stock Classic. 

It was a fi ne weekend of rac-
ing. We look forward to more this 
weekend with the beautiful weather 
on tap. Please be sure to support the 
sponsors that help bring the great 
sport of dirt track racing to the local 
tracks.

Race tracks pay tribute to one of their own

Keith W. Valentine, CIC, LUTCF and his team are ready to serve all 
of your insurance needs with more companies, more choices, and 
more experience which all lead to BIG Savings for you!

Take advantage of Valentine Insurance Agency’s affiliation with 
SAN group and SIAA, the largest alliance of independent Insurance 
Agencies in the Northeast and Continental U.S., with over 3500 
Members across 48 states writing more than $9 Billion in total 
member premiums.

Contact Keith Valentine for a quote!
Office 518-943-3489 • Mobile 518-821-8244

KEITH@MYVALENTINEINSURANCE.COM

More Than Great Rates

Trusted Advisors

HOME AUTO BUSINESS LIFE HEALTH

www.myvalentineinsurance.com

Jon T., customer since 2004

I’ve bought property insurance and auto insurance from Valentine Insurance 
Agency for nearly 20 years, and they are simply the BEST. I owned many rental 
properties in Greene County, and renovated several buildings. Valentine not 
only found the appropriate insurance, but gave years of invaluable advice. Their 
knowledge of property and business in the local area helped me tremendously, and 
I have recommended them to everyone. Don’t waste your time using anyone else.

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO    
Former Devil’s Bowl champion Demetrios Drellos found his way back to Ver-
mont and the podium with a fine third place run in the 50-lap Slate Valley 
50.

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO    
Fourteen-year-old Derrick McGrew held his own during the early going of the 
Slate Valley 50 event running in the top 5 against STSS Big Dogs, finishing 
15th.

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO
Tight racing action is the name of the game with the Brett Deyo Short Track 
Super Series as Stewart Friesen and Brett Hass battled during the Slate 
Valley 50.
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

We are locally-owned & operated  
& our staff is customer-friendly 

with no pressure, so you can 
make the best decision for your 

next vehicle purchase.

Check out our inventory online at:  
www.crossroadsny.com

Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fees, and taxes.

Crossroads Ford
We are locally-owned & operated & our staff is customer-friendly with no 

pressure, so you can make the best decision for your next vehicle purchase.

518-756-4000 • 2351 Rt. 9W Ravena, NY • (Just 10 miles South of Albany)

pre-owned SpecialS 

11
79
47
_4

2018 Subaru ForeSter Premium
2.0L H4, Auto., 4WD/AWD, 

Keyless Entry, Cruise  
Control, Sunroof/Moon-
roof, Rear View Camera, 

19,944 Miles.
$31,995 STK#  U11418C

Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fees, and taxes.

$23,995

2018 Subaru outback Premium
2.5L H4, Variable AWD, 
Bluetooth, Keyless Entry, 
Rear View Camera,  
Satellite Radio, Cruise 
Control 82,060 Miles.

STK#   U11345T

Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fees, and taxes.Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fees, and taxes.

$27,995

2012 Ford muStang gt 2dr FaStback
5.0L V8, Manual /RWD, 
Keyless Entry, Blind Spot 
Monitor, Cruise Control, 
aluminum wheels, 
Spoiler, 29,652 Miles.

STK#  U11421C

2.4L I4 Hybrid, Auto. 
4WD/AWD, Keyless En-
try, Power Liftgate, Rear 
View Camera, Satellite 
Radio, 21,265 Miles.
$34,990

2021 mitSubiShi outlander

STK#  U11378T

Just Arrived 
Only 1

FOrd brOncO  
spOrt big bend

FOrd edge
2 left

FOrd MustAng  
MAch-e select
FFOOrd Mustrd Mustrd Mustrd Mustrd Mustrd Must

1 left

FOrd st-line 
explOrer

FFOOrd rd rd ststst

Just Arrived 
Only 1

2020 toyota c-hr le
2.0L I4, Variable / FWD,  

Adaptive Cruise Control, Blue-
tooth, Keyless Entry, Brake 
Assist, Rear View Camera, 

Satellite Radio, 21,204 Miles.
$25,990 STK#  U11396T

4dr Sedan, 1.5L I4 Turbo-
charger, Automatic, Back 
Up Camera, Alloy Wheel 

package, SYNC, Push  
Button Start, 12,517 Miles.

$25,995

2020 Ford FuSion Se

STK#  U11287PC 

2019 niSSan rogue S
2.5L I4, Variable AWD,  
Key Less Entry, Lane Assist, 
Cruise Control, Rear View 
Camera, Liftgate Rear 
Cargo Access, 30,690 Miles.
$25,990STK#  U11202T

Premium 2dr Convertible, 
5.0L V8, Automatic Trans-

mission, Power Black 
Convertible Top, Back Up 

Camera, 36,806 Miles.

$34,995

2015 Ford muStang gt 

STK#  U11302C

alerT!!!
these  

neW vehicles  
just landed

& WOn’t last long! 

ALBANY — The New York state’s Of-
fi ce of Parks, Recreation and Historic Pres-
ervation (State Parks) and Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) have an-
nounced the launch of the 2022 Outdoor Pho-
to Contest to highlight the best of New York’s 
natural beauty and special destinations among 
state campgrounds and parklands. 

The online contest runs for four months 
— through mid-October — with the winning 
images to be featured in statewide digital and 
print campaigns.

“With the challenges of the last two years, 
New York’s parks have drawn more visitors 
than ever before who are spending time with 
friends and family among nature,” said State 
Parks Commissioner Erik Kulleseid. “We en-
courage people who’ve captured their special 
moments and memories in our scenic out-
doors to submit their favorite images, and we 
remind visitors planning new day trips and 
overnight getaways in our parks and camp-
grounds this season to share those fun adven-
tures as well.”

“As more people enjoy the vast natural 
treasures here in New York state, we encour-
age people to snap a picture of those outdoor 
moments with their family and friends and 
share them with us,” DEC Commissioner 
Basil Seggos said. “Whether it’s hiking a 
mountain in the Adirondacks, fi shing in the 
Catskills or birding at a nearby forest or pre-
serve, we’re looking forward to all contest 
submissions and picking a winner who will 
receive great prizes in addition to their adven-
ture outdoors.”

The online contest is being held through 
Oct. 15 in partnership with ReserveAmerica.
com powered by Aspira, the state’s camping 
reservation system. A grand prize winner will 
be selected along with six individual category 
winners.

The six submission categories are:
• Camping Life
• Seasonal Spectacular
• Action & Adventure
• Hiking
• Views & Vistas
• Making Memories
Prize packages include a grand prize of a 

$1,000 REI gift card, one four-person tent, a 
2023 Empire Pass, and a $250 NY camping 
gift card; and six individual category winners 
will each receive $250 REI gift card, a 2023 
Empire Pass, and a $100 NY camping gift 

card. 
The winning images will be featured in 

the 2023 New York State Camping Guide 
and together with other entries will be used in 
statewide promotions on social media, web-
sites and in print publications, and highlighted 
through seasonal marketing campaigns.

All entries must be photographs taken at 
New York state-owned parklands in the two-
year period between June 15, 2020, and Oct. 
15, 2022. Contest entries are accepted from 
June 15, 2022, 12 a.m. ET, to Oct. 15, 2022, 
11:59 p.m. ET.

Winners will be announced by Dec. 31, 
2022. Photos will be judged on the follow-
ing criteria: originality; artistic composition; 
technical quality; and whether the photograph 
showcases the best of New York State Parks 
camping and outdoor activities. 

The contest-winning photos will also be 
featured in an online gallery with information 
about each image and photographer. Submis-
sions and all additional information regarding 
contest rules, eligibility and prizes are avail-
able at the NY Photo Challenge website.

“New York’s world-class state parks and 
outdoor experiences are part of the quintes-
sential I LOVE NY vacation, from the vast 
picturesque views along our trails and high 
peaks, to overnight stays under the stars,” 
Empire State Development Vice President 
and Executive Director of Tourism Ross D. 
Levi said. “The new contest from State Parks 
and DEC will encourage residents and vis-
itors alike to share their favorite sites and 
scenes, and invite more people to come be a 
part of New York state’s great outdoors and 
make memories that will last a lifetime.”

“We are pleased to partner with New York 
State Parks and DEC to host this popular 
contest, inviting campers and park visitors 
to share their outdoor photos,” said Graham 
Ballbach, president, Parks & Wildlife at Aspi-
ra. “Showcasing the top entries in upcoming 
travel publications and digital campaigns will 
inspire future visits to these remarkable public 
parklands.”

For the previous contest in 2018, more 
than 5,200 photos were submitted and nearly 
18,000 votes were cast in the competition that 
captured imagery of the state’s parks, forests, 
trails, campgrounds, nature centers and other 
favorite destinations.

Entries can be submitted online at New 
York Photo Contest (nyphotochallenge.com)

COURTESY OF NYS DEC    
A previous grand prize winning photo of Keewaydin State Park, taken by photographer Kate Mont-
gomery.

State announces 2022 
Outdoor Photo Contest
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One of the things I liked most about my 
former job as a Cooperative Extension agent 
in Greene County was the process of figuring 
out what was causing problems with garden 
plants, lawns, trees or shrubs. It is sort of like 
detective work without a cloak or dagger.

I used what I learned about this topic 
in public health as well, when we contract-
ed with the New York State Department of 
Health to conduct educational programs to 
combat Lyme disease. This week I will share 
some principles of disease and infection I 
learned, which are pretty relevant in these 
days of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In order to contract a disease, whether 
it is a plant or animal disease, three factors 
must occur simultaneously. If any of these 
three factors are not present, there can be no 
disease. First, before I discuss these specific 
factors, I need to talk about the things that 
cause disease.

In general, disease-causing organisms 
are fungi, bacteria or viruses. All may cause 
diseases with similar symptoms, but all are 
different in their mode of action or how they 
infect.

It seems to me that most plant diseases 
are caused by fungi. Fungi are organisms that 
generally require water to become infectious. 

Lacking chlorophyll, they need to get their 
“food” from other sources than sunlight by 
breaking down and absorbing organic matter. 
Sometimes in the process of feeding on plant 
material, they kill or damage their host. This 
distinguished pathogens from saprophytes.

Once a plant is infected with a fungal 
disease, it is generally difficult to “cure” the 
infection. The general strategy is to try to 
prevent the infection in the first place or keep 
it from spreading. Fungi are living organisms 
that can survive for a long time, either active-
ly causing infection, or in a dormant state that 
may last for 100 years or more. This longev-
ity allows them to re-occur when conditions 
are right. Some fungal diseases are ubiqui-
tous and must be dealt with every season.

Twenty years ago, almost all the garden 
seeds that were sold were treated with a 
pink-colored fungicide called “Captan.” This 
fungicide protected tender seedlings from 
getting “damping off,” which is a general 
term for similar diseases caused by several 
genera of fungi. The infected seedlings grow 
spindly and eventually keel over and die with 
a conspicuous shriveling or narrowing of the 
stem at soil level. It is highly contagious and 
usually fatal once contracted.

It is virtually impossible to cure a flat 

of seedlings once the disease occurs, so the 
emphasis is on prevention. In addition to pre-
ventive chemical fungicides there are cultur-
al practices than can also be utilized, much to 
the satisfaction of gardeners who don’t want 
to use chemical fungicides.

Another major cause of disease in plants 
and animals are bacteria. Bacteria are also 
living organisms that can exhibit long-term 
dormancy. Like fungi, they can damage their 
hosts by “feeding” on the tissue of the host 
and using the host’s cells to grow and multi-
ply. Of course, not all bacteria are pathogenic 
and neither are all fungi.

Our bodies contain millions of foreign 
bacteria and fungi that do us no harm what-
soever. In fact, many of these organisms are 
responsible for keeping us healthy. Bacteria, 
like fungi, usually require water to become 
infectious.

One of the most common bacterial dis-
ease of pears and apples is called “fireblight.” 
This disease most often occurs when rain or 
hail hits flower blossoms. Splashing water 
spreads the disease. Most, but not all, fun-
gicides are ineffective in treating bacterial 
disease. Commercial fruit growers often use 
antibiotics, such as streptomycin, to try to kill 
bacteria.

A third major infectious agent is viruses. 
Viruses, like the COVID-19 virus, are very 
different than bacteria or fungi in the sense 
that they are not living organisms, per se. 
They can only survive and reproduce inside 
living cells. They have a very short life ex-
pectancy, unlike bacteria or fungi, and they 
don’t necessarily need water to infect. Think 
of them as renegade hunks of DNA or RNA 
that get into the genes of plants or animals, 
and direct the cells to make more viruses. 
They are also very tiny compared to fungi 
and bacteria.

Viral infections in plants are far less com-
mon than bacterial or fungal infections be-
cause they generally cannot get inside a plant 
without help from another living organism. 
Leafhopper insects and aphids are usually 
involved in viral infections in plants. These 
insects inject the virus into the plant physi-
cally with their mouthparts and once inside 
the plant they can replicate.

Since all three of these types of patho-
gens cause disease in somewhat different 
manners, dealing with them requires differ-
ent strategies, but the principles of infection 
remain essentially the same. This is where I 
will pick up the story next week.

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@cornell.edu

Plant diseases
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By Bob Beyfuss
For Capital Region Independent Media

Hard to believe, but summer is 
halfway over. Most of us have all of 
our gardens planted and our biggest 
concern right now is keeping the 
crops weeded as they grow. 

Most vegetable garden plants 
can tolerate a few weeds without 
suffering a major loss in yields, but 
any weeds in an ornamental garden 
are too many. It is a question of eco-
nomics versus aesthetics. 

Of course, some weeds are 
worse than others in our gardens, 
but some of the worst weeds will 
be found far away from the garden. 
One weed I have worked hard to 
eliminate from my immediate yard, 
roadside and nearby forest, is poi-
son ivy.

Poison ivy is a native North 
American vine or shrub that is in the 
cashew family, which also includes 
pistachio, poison sumac, poison 
oak and mango. The sap of man-
go plants as well as the rind of the 

fruit contain urushiol, which is the 
toxin in poison ivy. Exposure to just 
50 micrograms of urushiol, equiv-
alent to less than a grain of table 
salt, causes a rash in 80% to 90% 
of adults, according to the Nation-
al Institute for Occupational Safety 
and Health at the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention. It is a 
potent poison indeed. Anyone who 
peels mangos should wear gloves.

It grows much too plentifully 
in most of the United States and 
southern Canada to suit me. It can 
be found in all but one of the con-
tinental United States. Oddly, that 
one state is California, but poison 
oak grows there quite abundantly. 

Poison ivy grows particular-
ly well in disturbed sites. It seems 
like the more human activity that is 
occurring on a site, the more like-
ly poison ivy will be found there. 
Parking areas along roadsides, 
creek sides, swimming holes, hik-
ing trails or picnic sites are often 
the most heavily colonized by this 
aggressive weed.

Poison ivy usually grows as a 
vine climbing up on tree trunks, or 
just as commonly, straggling over 
the ground in sun or shade. It is pret-
ty easy to recognize growing on the 
trunk of a tree or some other struc-
ture by the characteristic hair-like 
holdfasts that hold the vine against 
the trunk.

Sometimes poison ivy vines can 
get quite thick. I have seen poison 
ivy vines that were as thick as my 
neck growing 50 feet or higher up 
the trunk. But the plant may also 
form an upright bush if it has no 
support to climb upon and it may 
even look like a scraggly shrub.

The leaves of poison ivy are 
shiny green and may be irregular, 
with some egg shaped and others 
lobed; each of the three leaflets is 
usually no more than 2 inches long. 
Some look very much like oak tree 
leaves, but they always occur in 
threes, with two leaflets directly 
opposite each other and one leaflet 
above the pair. In the fall it has a 
pretty yellow or red color and larger 

plants produce hanging white ber-
ries that are relished by wildlife. 

Poison ivy is sometimes con-
fused with Virginia creeper, but Vir-
ginia creeper has leaves with five 
lobes. 

Poison sumac only grows in 
swampy areas and it is not a vine at 
all. I have never seen poison sumac 
in this area. The common sumac 
we see along roadsides with fuzzy 
stems and red berries is staghorn 
sumac, which is harmless.

The tissues of all these plants 
contain urushiol, which is some-
what like carbolic acid. Merely 
touching or brushing against the 
vine or leaves usually will not 
produce a rash. The plant must be 
bruised or damaged somehow to 
“leak” the toxic sap. Hand weeding 
it without gloves is a surefire way 
to contract it. Some people have 
contracted the rash on their hands 
merely by taking off their shoes af-
ter walking through a thick patch of 
poison ivy. People can get poisoned 
from contact if the oil remains on 

their skin, boots, gloves, etc. The 
toxin can remain potent for a year 
or more.

Once the rash begins, the itchy, 
pus-filled eruptions themselves are 
not a source of infection. The poi-
son ivy toxin lasts for at least a year 
and even dead vines on firewood 
may still infect someone. Pets that 
roll on it may infect their owners, 
too, when they return home.

The best way to deal with poi-
son ivy is to learn to recognize the 
vine in all seasons and avoid it. 
Spraying it with weed killer at this 
time of year may simply stunt the 
current growth and it will return 
with even more vigor. Late fall (Oc-
tober) applications of glyphosate 
are pretty effective.

There is no way I will ever erad-
icate poison ivy from my property, 
but at least I can keep it far enough 
away from my house to not worry 
about a visitor’s child or dog getting 
into it.

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@
cornell.edu.

Toxic plants: Poison ivy

By Dick Brooks
For Capital Region Independent Media

No one has ever called me a coward.  
On numerous occasions, I’ve come face 

to face with the Grim Reaper and faced him 
with a  steely eye and a wry smile on my lips.  

The only thing that makes my knees go 
weak and my chin to tremble is when The 
Queen asks, “Wouldn’t you like to come 
shopping with me?”  

My acute male hearing tells my brain that 
that wasn’t a question but an imperative state-
ment that should read more along these lines 
— “You WILL come shopping with me!”  

A day in Women’s Wear with little chance 
of escaping to a male-friendly area where 
tools or electrical gadgets are sold can bring a 
glaze to the eye of the strongest male. 

I marvel at the stamina shown by the lady 
in my life when it comes to shopping and I 
will admit I don’t completely understand the 
philosophy and mindset of the combat shop-
per. Watching her put on comfortable shoes, 
gather water bottles and snacks, and start 
checking out the sales in the paper as she 
forms the day’s battle plans tells me what the 
day’s going to be like.  

I quickly pack provisions, strap on my 

Boy Scout canteen and dig out my most com-
fortable sneakers, the ones with the holes that 
I have to hide to prevent them from becoming 
compost, and I’m as ready as I’m going to be.           

Sometimes I luck out and there’s a Men’s 
clothing section in the store under attack I 
can wander through. That isn’t really so bad, 
at least I can usually see the logic behind the 
way things are sized in Guy Land. 

A lot of it comes in small, medium, large 
or extra-large. I can deal with that.  Pants are 
ordered by the inch, so big around and so 
many inches long, a little more confusing but 
still logical. I look for the little tag that says 
40x30, remember back to the far distant days 
when my waist and inseam were the same, 
toss them into the cart and head for the check-
out.  

Dress shirts, suits, sport coats — all mea-
sured by the inch, if you find the right size. 
It usually fits, I don’t remember the last time 
I tried something on. I think socks are sized 
by the inch also, but like the underwear I buy, 
they’re so stretchy or at least they become so 
over time, that almost any size will work.  

When I need an article of clothing, if un-
accompanied, I’m usually in and out of the 
store in under 10 minutes.

If the store has no Men’s Department, I try 

to find a place where I’m going to be out of 
the way and inconspicuous. There is nothing 
in this life more pathetic that a male stuck in 
the Women’s Department. I’ve tried wander-
ing around looking at the garments but that 
usually brings some weird looks from some 
of the lady shoppers and helpful comments 
from the staff like, “I think you’ll find these 
more your size.”  

I’ve learned to blend into the racks and 
then not move, kind of like a rabbit in the 
open. Some shops have a little sitting area 
with chairs or a couch, I like those. Some of 
them are located facing the underwear sec-
tion, however, and that makes me a little un-
comfortable.  

Anyway, happy for a place to park my 
carcass, I settle in and try to relax. I know 
this is going to take a while. The lady in my 
life circles the racks like a beagle on a bunny 
track, ooohing and aaahing, collecting arm-
loads and finally heading for the changing 
rooms where she tries on everything, comes 
out and models it for me and ask my opinion, 
as if I knew anything about plaids matching 
or buttons gapping.  

She narrows the candidates down to a few 
likely choices and then usually tries them on 
again for the final decision. This continues for 

the rest of the day and as the sun sets, we tie 
our kill onto the fender of the car and tired and 
hungry, return to the safety of our home.

I’ve been trying to think up ways to speed 
up this process and I’m convinced that if only 
they’d size women’s clothing like they size 
the ones for men, it would simplify the whole 
process. I’ve tried for years to crack the se-
cret sizing code that the women use but there 
seems to be no logic to it.  

I order a 40 in men’s pants and it fits, I 
don’t even need to try it on. If I ordered a 42 
in women’s wear, I could spray it with wa-
terproofing and house all of Troop 37 on a 
weekend camping trip. It just makes no sense.  

I think I’ll write a letter to my congress-
man and ask him to write a law standardizing 
the way garments are sized or at least enact 
legislation making it against the law for stores 
that sell women’s clothing not to have a spe-
cial section that sells tools.

Thought for the week — If you can read 
this, thank a teacher! If you are reading this in 
English, thank a veteran!

Until next week, may you and yours be 
happy and well.

Reach columnist Dick Brooks at Whit-
tle12124@yahoo.com.  

Shopping drama
WHITTLING AWAY by Dick Brooks

Transcribed from her diary by  
Kathy Saurer Osborne

Sunday, July 29: Fair. Made pie. Joyce 
and I went to church and to Delite’s in the 
P.M. Don and Gertrude went to Catskill and 
brought Adrienne home from Sunny Hill.

Monday, July 30: Fair. Took Joyce to 
Greenville. Did a big washing and brought it 
in and put most of it away. Gertrude got a bad 
fall this forenoon. She’s been on the couch 
most of the day. Heard this A.M. Helen Da-
vid had a stroke. I went to church when the 
council met and was put on the decorating 
committee. When I returned Ernie Rivenburg 
had been here and told Don Helen had passed 
away this P.M. Funeral Thursday at 2 P.M. at 
the Episcopal Church Rensselaer.

Tuesday, July 31: Fair and very warm. 
Did a big ironing and Gene’s too and canned 
14 pints of string beans. Gertrude’s feeling 
some better. Adele at the movies. Signed for 
“Look” with a “Dope” that came by. Two 

years.
Wednesday, Aug. 1: Fair. Canned seven 

pints of string beans and made nine cups of 
blackberry jam. Addie and I are going to the 
stock car races at Altamont tonight.

Thursday, Aug. 2: Fair. Did cleaning 
— bedrooms and linoleum and a little hand 
washing. Very sleepy home at 1 A.M. this 
A.M. from the races. Addie and I went to Hel-
en Davis’ funeral in the P.M. Louise stayed 
with Gertrude. Joyce got a letter from Chuck 
mailed 27 of July got lost.

Friday, Aug. 3: Cloudy. Made nine pints 
of bean pickles and cleaned living room. To-
day is Adrienne’s birthday. She’s 16. Adele is 
making her a cake and Don is taking her to 
Catskill tonight and she’s coming here for the 
night. I’m going for Joyce. Later: The girls 
came about 9 and we had Pepsi and cream 
and cake. Later: Chuck called from Dawn 
Neck, Va.  HB, AMS

Saturday, Aug. 4: Fair. Made pies, dusted 

etc. Joyce washed hair and clothes.
Sunday, Aug. 5: Fair. Went to church. 

Joyce and I. Addie and I went to the Game 
Farm and had supper in Tannersville. Nice 
ride. Don, Gert, Adele and Joyce went to see 
Adrienne.

Monday, Aug. 6: Fair. Did a big washing 
and brought it in and put most of it away. Beu-
lah wants a cake for the Fire Ladies on Aug 
10th. Sent for Charm. Mag.

Tuesday, Aug. 7: Cloudy. Did big iron-
ing and some for Gene. Canned 11 pints of 
bean pickles. Changed Gertrude’s room so 
we could put the commode in. Don got home 
and had to go to “Petie” Hull’s to fix a cooler. 
Adele went to Greenville with Janet Wright 
and some children this P.M. Gertrude went 
to Ladies Aid this P.M. with Louise. Addie 
brought me ice cream this P.M.

Wednesday, Aug. 8: Cloudy. Hand 
washed and did the ironing. Adele went to 
the S.S. Picnic at Ravena. In the P.M. Delite 

and JoAnn came and brought our chair up-
holstered in green plastic by Mr. Haines. It 
looks fine. We had a good visit. Addie went to 
Albany with Ben and Millie. Brought me mts.

Thursday, Aug. 9: Cloudy and very warm. 
Cleaned and dusted bedrooms and congo-
leum. Got meals. Helped Gertrude, mend-
ed some, etc. After supper Addie took me 
to Middleburg and had my eyes examined. 
Have my new glasses in about a week.

Friday, Aug. 10: Fair. Made two blackber-
ry pies, one for us and one for Ruffie. Joyce 
came with Don. Gertrude and I went to the 
Fireman’s Block Dance. Had a nice crowd. 
Came home at 12 o’clock.

Saturday, Aug. 11: Fair. Made two more 
b.b. pies for us. Don had to go to Albany and 
fix Mabel Jackson’s cooler. Adele went to the 
Mackey picnic with the Walter Wrights. Jan-
et, Allyn, Nancy, Giffin, Marlyn and Adele. 
Later: Don, Gertrude, Joyce and I went to the 
races at Clearview. Had a good time.

Grandma Mackey’s Diary
1951 life in Medusa

By Toby Moore
For Capital Region Independent Media

Why do some people have ev-
erything and others have nothing? 
How come some were born with 
all the advantages, and others face 
a continual uphill battle? 

Unfortunately, life isn’t fair. 
This harsh reality can lead some to 
make excuses for why they can’t 
have what they want. All of us 
make excuses at times, and I’m not 
going to criticize anyone for mak-
ing them. Often, our excuses come 
from a broader narrative we’ve cre-
ated that might not be completely 
accurate. 

The stories we tell ourselves 
shape our lives in ways we might 
not even realize. Sometimes these 
stories can lead to a lifetime of ex-
cuse-making.

I knew a first-rate cook who 

had everything it took to become a 
great chef and run a restaurant. He 
struggled to support his family, and 
he needed a better income. One day 
he was presented with an opportu-
nity. He was offered the position 
of head chef. As the head chef, he 
would be responsible for deciding 
what was on the menu and manag-
ing the kitchen staff. If he were to 
accept the position, his salary would 
double! 

I assumed he would accept the 
offer, but I was shocked to hear him 
say, “I’d like to take the job, but I 
never went to school to be a chef; I 
don’t have the education to manage 
the kitchen staff.”

He had limiting beliefs about 
himself. Although he was qualified, 
he didn’t feel qualified. The owner 
of the restaurant believed in him, 
the position was his for the taking, 
but he created a story in his mind for 

why he couldn’t do it. 
I know an excellent writer. 

He has sent me many samples of 
screenplays and novels he has been 
working on throughout the years. 
What he sends me is always bril-
liant. He truly has a gift. The other 
day I met with him and asked him to 
let me read one of the screenplays. 
Surprisingly, he told me he had giv-
en up. I asked him why and he said, 
“It’s been so long that anything good 
has happened to me. I don’t have the 
time, and I can’t ever seem to finish 
any of the stories that I start. I’m not 
sophisticated enough, I’m not good 
enough, I cannot write what I see in 
my mind.” As I pressed him further, 
he finally said, “I’m afraid of what 
people will think of my work.”

I know he’s talented enough. I 
know he can be a great writer. Un-
fortunately, he has many excuses 
for why he will never be able to 

accomplish his dream. The story he 
chooses to believe is that he’s a fail-
ure, nothing good ever happens to 
him, and no matter what he does, it 
will ultimately end in defeat. 

I met a great computer program-
mer who is fluent in many computer 
languages. His dream was to own a 
successful business. He admired 
prominent business leaders and al-
ways spoke of being like them. One 
day he told me about a unique idea 
he had to make a blockchain plat-
form that would revolutionize the 
lending business. He talked about it 
so often I was sure he would create 
the company.

I asked him when he would 
incorporate and begin building the 
business. I was surprised by his re-
sponse. He said, “Are you kidding 
me? I can’t do that. It’s too big of an 
idea! It would never get done!”

He convinced himself it was too 

big of an undertaking and that he 
didn’t have the chops. Was it pos-
sible? Yes. Did he have the ability 
to make it happen? I think so. That 
didn’t matter; what mattered was 
that he didn’t think so.

If we interpret what’s happened 
to us negatively, it can lead to a 
lifetime of excuses and blame. You 
may have faced great adversity, and 
you may have gotten the short end 
of the stick. The way you view the 
hardships you’ve encountered has 
the potential to make you or break 
you. It’s not easy, but if you can re-
interpret your life story in a positive 
light, your excuses will fade away 
and you’ll begin to live the life you 
always wanted. 

Toby Moore is a columnist, the 
star of Emmy-nominated “A Sepa-
rate Peace,” and the CEO of Cube-
stream Inc.

Excuses, excuses
Positively Speaking
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By Mary Schoepe
For Capital Region Independent Media

I think most of us would agree 
there is nothing more blissful and 
comforting than slice of “fresh 
out of the oven” bread. Wheth-
er it’s a warm piece of focaccia 
dipped in olive oil, a sandwich on 
sourdough bread or a fl aky crois-
sant that makes you ponder your 
existence, fresh-baked bread is at 
the top of my list!

But unfortunately for me and 
others, that blissful “intoxica-
tion” comes with a heavy price. 
Just one slice of bread can elicit 
a range of symptoms that include 
bloating, diarrhea, constipation, 
headaches and belly fat. 

So why is it that the addictive 
nature of bread affects some peo-
ple, while others can resist taking 
a piece when the breadbasket is 
placed in front of them? 

You’re about to fi nd out.
Our love affair with this com-

forting and addictive food has 
been around for at least 30,000 
years and it is the most widely 
consumed food in the world.

However, your great grand-
mother’s bread is very different 
from the bread we are eating now. 
Bread is a refi ned carbohydrate 
that has been stripped of all its 
nutrients and fi ber. White gluten 
literally sticks to your intestines, 
resulting in constipation, acne, 
bloating, slower metabolism and 
a contributing factor in diabetes, 
high cholesterol and obesity. 

Although bread isn’t sugar, 
it does raise your insulin levels. 
Scientists have found that after 
a carb-heavy meal your insulin 
levels plummet – which leads to 
intense cravings for more carbs. 
This vicious cycle leads to insulin 
resistance, ultimately resulting in 
Type 2 diabetes.

And just to make sure you 
keep coming back for more, the 
blood sugar spike you get from 

bread elevates the carb-craving 
chemical dopamine. Made in 
your brain dopamine is released 
when you’re expecting a reward.

For example, suppose your 
go-to comfort is a toasted bagel 
with butter or homemade choc-
olate-chip cookies. Your brain 
increases dopamine when you 
smell them or see them coming 
out of the oven. When you eat it 
the fl ood of dopamine acts to re-
inforce this craving and focus on 
satisfying it in the future.

According to Dr. David Lust-
ig, “It’s a vicious cycle of motiva-
tion, reward and reinforcement.” 
Lustig recommends taming your 
carb cravings by adding more 
healthy fat like nut butters, avo-
cado, coconut oil and fatty fi sh to 
your diet. 

But there is a bright side! 
Whole-grain rye bread doesn’t 
create the harmful mucous that 
white fl our creates, especially if 
it is made with sourdough starter 
instead of commercial yeast. It 

actually cleans out the digestive 
tract, reduces constipation and 
bloating, and clears up acne and 
other skin problems. 

Given all these facts, the only 
way to get truly healthy delicious 
bread is to make it yourself. Us-
ing sourdough starter instead of 
commercial yeast, you can make 
bread that is a true source of nu-
trition without fi lling your body 
with dangerous chemicals, ad-
ditives, carcinogens and white 
wheat gluten. 

Longing for a loaf
Fitness Concepts

SARATOGA SPRINGS – The 
New York Racing Association, Inc. 
(NYRA), in partnership with the 
Capital District Physicians’ Health 
Plan, Inc. (CDPHP), has announced 
it will once again recognize a group 
of Hometown Heroes at Saratoga 
Race Course this summer. 

Hometown Heroes are individ-
uals who have made extraordinary 
contributions to improving the 
quality of life for residents in their 
communities.

Recipients of the Hometown 
Heroes award, nominated by their 
community peers, will be honored 
in the Winner’s Circle at Saratoga 
Race Course with a race named in 
their honor. They will also receive 
complimentary tickets and hospital-
ity courtesy of NYRA and CDPHP.

“NYRA is honored to celebrate 
individuals who work tirelessly 
and often behind the scenes for the 
well-being of their neighbors,” said 
NYRA Vice President of Commu-
nications Pat McKenna. “We are 
proud to team up with CDPHP 
for the second consecutive year to 
recognize local individuals who 
are doing good in our community. 
We thank CDPHP for its ongoing 
support and we look forward to 
celebrating this year’s Hometown 
Heroes and their selfl ess contribu-
tions.”

“CDPHP is excited to once 
again partner with NYRA to hon-
or those making our community a 
better place,” said CDPHP Pres-
ident and CEO John D. Bennett, 

MD. “We look forward to the start 
of Saratoga racing season and cel-
ebrating those individuals who go 
above and beyond for the place we 
call ‘home.’”

Five Hometown Heroes will be 
selected from a pool of Capital Re-
gion candidates nominated for their 
service to their community. Eligible 
nominees may include a teacher, 
fi rst responder, health care worker, 
non-profi t representative, student 
volunteer or anyone else who has 
made a meaningful contribution to 
improving the well-being of others.

Nominations may be submit-
ted at CDPHP.com/hero through 
Friday, Aug. 5, at 11:59 p.m. Sub-
missions should include contact in-
formation for both the nominee and 
their nominator as well as a brief 
description (250 words or less) of 
why the nominee should be rec-
ognized as a CDPHP Hometown 
Hero. Winners will be notifi ed by 
Wednesday, Aug. 10. 

Highlighted by the 153rd re-
newal of the Grade 1, $1.25 million 
Runhappy Travers on Aug. 27 and 
the Grade 1, $1 million Whitney on 
Aug. 6, the 2022 summer meet at 
historic Saratoga Race Course will 
continue through Monday, Sept. 5.

Racing is conducted fi ve days 
a week, Wednesdays through Sun-
days, apart from the fi nal week, 
when the meet will conclude on 
Labor Day.

For more information about 
Saratoga Race Course visit NYRA.
com/Saratoga. 
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Saratoga Race Course 
seeking Hometown 
Heroes nominations

America’s free press is in crisis. Today, 
local journalism, which is necessary to main-
taining an informed and active citizenry, is on 
life support.

Since the advent of the internet, Big Tech 
companies – namely Facebook and Google 
– have used their power to manipulate the 
online news industry for their own fi nancial 
gain. They set the rules for how, where and 
when we see news content online and how 
much revenue is made, and the government 
has failed to step in.

By not negotiating with local and small 
news publishers on usage terms, and refusing 
to pay them fairly for their work, Big Tech 
has driven many local outlets out of business. 
And as newsrooms have downsized or shut-
tered, Big Tech has fi lled the void with un-
trustworthy sources.

These platforms are built to elevate con-
tent that drive clicks – favoring extreme and 

outrageous misinformation. Their revenue 
models are built to distribute divisive con-
tent, which could not be more alarming in our 
highly fractured and partisan environment. 
They undervalue quality news content and, as 
a result, the information ecosystem has grown 
increasingly confusing and unhealthy.

For our democracy to function properly, 
the government has a duty to make sure that 
every industry is operating fairly, and that 
major economic players are conducting busi-
ness responsibly. As the spread of dangerous 
misinformation online has permeated our cul-
ture, we have all seen just how critical quali-
ty journalism is to sustaining a civic society. 
Elected offi cials now have a responsibility to 
reign in Big Tech – to restore fairness to the 
media industry and safeguard a pillar of our 
democracy.

We are asking our members of Congress 
to support the Journalism Competition and 

Preservation Act (JCPA), a bipartisan bill 
specifi cally aimed at addressing Google and 
Facebook’s threat to the free press. The JCPA 
would provide a temporary, limited antitrust 
safe harbor for small, local news publishers 
to collectively negotiate with Facebook and 
Google for fair compensation for the use of 
their content. It’s narrowly tailored to ensure 
that coordination by news publishers is only 
in the interest of protecting trustworthy, qual-
ity journalism, and is designed to incentivize 
and reward publishers who are investing in 
journalists and newsroom personnel. In fact, 
publishers that demonstrate an investment in 
their journalists will receive a higher portion 
of the funds that result from the negotiations 
each year.

In today’s partisan political climate, it is 
rare for Democrats and Republicans to agree 
on anything – but the JCPA is one import-
ant exception. The JCPA has bipartisan sup-

port, and elected offi cials from both parties 
agree that passing the JCPA will bring about 
much-needed change by making the news 
and publishing industries fairer for smaller 
media entities and local operators.

We applaud those members of Congress 
across the country and on both sides of the 
aisle who have already shown their commit-
ment to local journalism by co-sponsoring 
the JCPA. But we need support from every 
member of Congress to ensure small and lo-
cal newspapers are fi nally able to ask the tech 
platforms for the compensation they need and 
deserve.

We hope the New York congressional del-
egation will agree that the honest, quality re-
porting we provide for our community – and 
the future of all local journalism – is worth 
fi ghting for. We urge them to join their col-
leagues in co-sponsoring the JCPA today.

Our View

Democracy
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Many people, both men and 
women, kept diaries in the past. 
I have a small collection of local 
diaries and would love to have 
more because they illustrate the 
daily lives people were leading 
and what and who was import-
ant to them. Most people started 
diary keeping on January 1 of 
a given year. While they may 
not have continued recording 
until the end of the year, the di-
aries usually tell what their au-
thors were doing on New Year’s 
Day. Since this edition of “The 
Greenville Pioneer” is coming 
out on January 1, I thought I 
would share with you how some 
people spent that day in the past. 
I don’t even know the names of 
all those who kept the diaries. 
Often, they didn’t put their 
names in the books. Perhaps you 
can guess who the authors might 
have been. If you do fi nd a clue, 
please let me know.

 Helen Tripp was one of the 
daughters of Alfred and Maria 
Utter Tripp. She was born Jan-
uary 26,1853, and she lived un-
til January 27, 1917. She lived 
in the brick house on the main 
street of Oak Hill with her fam-
ily. On January 1, 1874, she 
started a diary: 

Thursday, Weather very 
pleasant. I worked around the 
house until noon. In the after-
noon sewed on my dress. Did 
not go anywhere nor was there 
any one in here till evening. Mrs. 
Eliza Flower called. Received a 
letter from Libbie Russell.

Friday, January 2: Weather 
very pleasant, thawed all day. 
I sewed on my dress nearly all 
day. Aunt Mary Utter and Jim-
mie came down this evening to 
go to the donation. [I can imag-
ine what the donation was, but 
can anyone share more informa-
tion?] Aunt Mary invited us to 
go with her. The coal fi re went 
out last night. I had to make it 
up this morning. Aunt Mary had 
a very nice time; they cleared 
$104.

Saturday, January.3: Weath-
er very pleasant; thawed all day 
again today. I had to make the 
coal fi re again today. Father, 
Mother, Hattie and Carrie [her 
two youngest sisters] went over 
to Uncle Briggs today. [Uncle 
Briggs was a Tripp and lived in 
Medusa or Westerlo]. I fi nished 
my dress, all but the buttons and 
pockets.

Sunday, January 4:  Weather 
very nice and pleasant. Went to 
Durham to church this morn-
ing. Did not get back in time 
for Sunday School. Did not go 
to church this afternoon. [The 
Tripps lived next to the Oak Hill 
Methodist Church and were al-
ways very involved there.]  Or-
ville preached. I wrote a letter 
to Libbie Russell this evening. 
Did not go to church. [It sounds 
like there were opportunities to 
spend the whole day and eve-
ning at church.]

Chauncey B Day from Al-
cove recorded on January 
1,1887: Thurs. Went to Al-
cove—got 3 gal. kerosene.

The diary of another anon-
ymous person recorded: Jan 1, 
1888 Rained all day. Hugh here 
in evening. 

A. M. Cowles recorded in 
his diary: January 1, 1898: The 
snow that fell yesterday has 
been piled in heaps last night 
and the wind is still blowing. 
I could not get home last night 
for the snow was drifted.  Mr. 
Whitehead and myself played 5 
games of dominoes this morn-
ing.  In the evening played with 
Mr. Mackey. Mr. Cook and 
brother drove them to the house 
to break out the roads.

Jan. 1, 1918:  A diary from 
the Wade family recorded: Mary 
is with us. We stay in all day. 
Big Fire in Catskill 2:20 a.m.

Mrs. Mary D. Mattice from 
Catskill wrote: Wednesday, Jan 
1,1919: We stayed home. Made 
head cheese and hockeye [a pig 
product].

For years many Oak Hill and 
Vicinity families have gone to 
Florida in the winter; the Tripps, 
the Fords, and the Wades all had 
houses in the Bradenton area. 
For these folks, the New Year 
was a time to go south. A series 
of diaries written by the Wade 
family give an idea of what the 
New York folks did in Florida:

Gainesville Fla Jan 1, 1925. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bates, Nelson and 
I ate our New Year’s dinner to-
gether outside our tents plac-
ing our tables together. (Menu:  
fricasseed chicken, sweet and 
white potatoes, cucumber pick-
les, chili sauce, creamed onions, 
green peas, sweet corn, celery, 
cranberries sauce.  Coffee Lem-
on pies.) The men washed the 
dishes for us. Mrs. Bates and 
I called on Mrs. Harder from 
Hudson on this camp.

Jan 1, 1928: Spend the day a 
home. Bates are away the week 
end. Mr. and Mrs. Lasher called 
this afternoon. We spend our 
spare time writing letters. Nel-
son goes to church.

Deland Fla:  Jan 1, 1930 A 
very lovely day. Need no fi re. 
Wash this am; take a nap this af-
ternoon. And go with the Lash-
ers to see the Glorifi ed Ameri-
can Girl.

1934:  Deland, Fla. We go out 
for dinner and go to the movies 
in afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. Kipp 
from Orange City call in the 
evening. Tooldie seems some 
better today. 80 in the shade.

Jan 1, 1935: A lovely day. 
We call on Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
and the Hacks. Have our din-
ner at home. Spend our evening 
with Mr. and Mrs. Luke

Jan 2.  Three callers. Nice 
day. Our anniversary. Hacks for 
the evening.

Jan. 1, 1938: A lovely day. 

Had dinner at home. Junior with 
us. There was a dinner at the CC 
[country club?] Building for the 
Tourists but we did not go. The 
holidays passed off very pleas-
antly. Thunder showers later 
evening.

Jan 1, 1939:  callers this af-
ternoon.

Jan 2 this is our 56th wedding 
anniversary. Quite a change be-
tween then and now

Jan 1, 1940:  Mr. and Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Lasher, Nelson 
and I had our dinner at the Tour-
ist Club Rooms. A very nice 
turkey dinner gotten on purpose 
for the club about 230 were 
there.  Price 80 cents. The busi-
ness meeting at 7:00, then an 
entertainment and refreshments 
and card playing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howards came this afternoon. 

You can see the New York 
folks had a wide circle of 
friends, lots of activities, and 
warm weather. Some of them 
stayed a few months and then 
returned north. Others made 
Florida their permanent home. 

Another diary which has 
no name identifying its owner, 
written in an O-K Seal Theme 
Tablet is one of my favorites. It 
is titled “My Diary for 1936.”

Wed. Jan 1 --1936:  Geils, 
John and I were to Flossies & 
Harris. A beautiful day. Came 
back and stopped at Golda’s, 
they were sawing ice.

Thurs. Jan 2. John went on 
the road I did chores, washed, 
another lovely day starting to 
rain at night. Reggie Fowler 
broke his leg at Newells.

Friday, Jan 3. Johns home, it 
rained all day. John went with 
Floyd Nickerson after hay.  I 
went to Helens.

Saturday Jan 4:  Lovely 
day just like spring. Helen and 
I went to Middleburg got our 
money from Clarence, came 
back by way of Potter Hollow. 
Stopped at Ethel Bates got home 
about 4 oclock had a hay ride 
through the woods.

Sunday Jan 5: Just a perfect 
day Very icy rained last night.  
John walked to Elmers. Geil, 
K.O. and Cecile was down after 
milk.

Mary Wade, wife of Leslie 
Wade, lived in the Green Re-
vival house in Oak Hill. She 
became the Durham Town Clerk 
January 1, 1946 and record-
ed in her diary: We have Town 
Clerk’s offi ce and had the safe 
etc. moved to our house.  Wrote 
a few licenses.  Stayed home for 
New Year’s Day.

Jan. 2:  got desk ready for 
Town Papers, etc.  Had to get 
new battery for car. Pop [Leslie] 
got all the Town Clerk material 
in order for me. Not much busi-
ness yet. 

Brooks Atkinson, the dra-

ma critic for the “New York 
Times,” and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author who had a house in 
Durham on the Susquehanna 
Turnpike for many years, pub-
lished a book in 1951 called 
“Once Around the Sun.” It is 
presented in diary form in that 
there is an essay for every day 
of the year. 

Some essays describe local 
residents, but today I want to 
share his philosophical com-
ments on January 1, 1951. He 
was in New York City that day. 
His musings seem relevant for 
today: “New Year’s Day. The 
new year comes in with a sting. 
New York is alarmed. Rain fall-
ing at a freezing temperature 
has covered the sidewalks with 
a hard glaze. Speaking over the 
city radio the mayor personally 
warns motorists to keep off the 
icy streets. The Weather Bu-
reau forecasts a heavy snow-
storm tonight. At the moment, 
the year looks bright…. we are 
warm and we begin the new 
year triumphantly. The worst 
can happen; occasionally it 
does. Not many of us in Ameri-
ca are prepared for it, for we do 
not believe it in our bones. We 
cheerfully assume that in some 
mystic way love conquers all, 
the good outweighs evil in the 
just balances of the universe and 
that at the eleventh hour some-
thing gloriously triumphant 
will prevent the worst before 
it happens. In the austere light 
of the world’s experience our 
optimism is naïve. When wars 
and depressions strike us down, 
we are shocked, incredulous, 
and unprepared. But cautious 
calculations bore us; they have 
such a dismal appearance and 
sound. To Americans optimism 
is a more congenial attitude. It 
may be even more than that: it 
may be creative. For all that I 
know at the moment, ‘Happy 
New Year’ may be nothing less 
than prophecy as the world be-
gins one more journey around 
the sun.”

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas 
is the Town of Durham Histori-
an. She lives in Oak Hill, thus 
the name of her column. 

Greenville Auto & Truck Parts 
4979 Route 81, Greenville · 518-966-5344 

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 · Sat 8-5 · Sun 9-2 

OVERBAUGH
DUMPSTERS 

15-Yard Dumpsters Available 
Mark Overbaugh - Greenville 

518-947-9981

Spring Cleaning?? 
Want to Get Rid of Old Metal? 
All Metals Picked up FREE!! 

All appliances - Air Conditioners 
Outdoor Grills - Metal Swimming Pools 

Call Today! 
John at 518-756-3056 

Many people kept diaries in the past

The front of the “Once Around the Sun” dust jacket is typical of illustration in 1951 
when it was published. The book sold for $4.

The dress Helen Tripp wrote about in her diary would likely have been similar to those worn by the Tripp ladies in this picture. 
They prided themselves on their fashionable attire, made mostly at home. At that period of time, the local stores sold yard 
good and notions. Some ladies in town had a dressmaker come to stay for a week or so to make their new gowns.

The Tripps had a house in Bradenton, where the whole family visited.  I U was in 
fact living there when he died, but his body was returned to Oak Hill for burial in 
the Oak Hill Cemetery. They were members of the Bradenton Country Club.

Mary Wade of Oak Hill was one of the many area people who went to Florida each 
winter. Some visited; others retired there. Most people drove from the Catskills to 
Florida, and there are numerous accounts of their trips which took several days 
and possibly car repairs along the way. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The back of the dustjacket of Brooks Atkinson’s book pictures him and tells about 
his many achievements.

Oak Hill Day 2022
By Mary Lou Nahas
For Capital Region Independent 
Media

At this time of year, I always 
write about Oak Hill Day. 

Do you need to tell the sto-
ry every year, you might ask? 
My answer is that I do because 
people always ask me about it. 
There are many new folks in 
our community who may have 
no idea about what it is and 
others just forget, but probably 
most important is that each year 
is different, although the basic 
plan is always the same.

The annual Oak Hill Day 
this year will be on Saturday, 
July 30, the last Saturday of the 
month.  I know the youth fair is 
going on that day too and hope 
folks will visit both.  

Oak Hill Day is intended to 
celebrate the spirit of the com-
munity, both past and present. 
It is organized by the Oak Hill 
Preservation Association. The 
OHPA, founded in 2004, is a 
nonprofit society organized to 
preserve and protect the histor-
ic environment of Oak Hill, to 
raise public awareness and pro-
mote the preservation and ap-
preciation of this environment 
through organized historical 
and cultural activities, public 
programs and events, including 
tours and lectures, appropri-
ate exhibits and displays, and 
membership.

Oak Hill Day was one of the 
early projects of the group. It 
originated as Garage Sale Day 
to support St. Paul’s Church’s 
annual rummage sale run by 
Karla Tyson, a strong supporter 
of the town.

Karen Patterson, president 
of the Oak Hill Preservation 
Association, is chairing the 
event again this year. The day 
officially starts at 9 a.m. with 
lawn sales around town and 
ends with ice cream and music 
this year on St. Paul’s church 
lawn.  

The yard sales are along 
Route 81 and on side roads. 
There has never been a real map 
because people often wait until 
the last minute to decide to have 
a sale and because no one has 
wanted to make a map, a job 
which takes a lot of work. Sales 
are noted with signs provid-
ed by OHPA. Last year OHPA 
purchased new signs but if any-
one still has an old one (people 
frequently keep their sign from 
year to year; it is easier than 
returning, storing and handing 
out again), they can definitely 
use it.  

The new signs can be picked 
up at the post office, town 
building and I U Tripp store. 
The yard sales will be adver-
tised on the Oak Hill and Vi-
cinity Facebook page, so when 
people decide to host a sale, 
they should post a note there in 
a comment. That means some-
one can add their address up to 
the last minute.

As for lawn sales, the large, 
multifamily sale at Mert and 
Kathy Hulbert’s house on Route 
81 as you come into town from 
Greenville is happening again 
this year. We will be noting a 

sale in Durham village on Man-
sard Road. Janet Cox will have 
a booth near Mattice, Karen 
Conway will be having a sale as 
well, as will the Oak Hill Meth-
odist Church.  

Not only will the church 
have its usual household and 
collectible items, but a bake 
sale, hot dogs and the Wes-
lock’s Pizza Box will be serv-
ing their famous fare again this 
year. Last year they ran out, so 
get your orders in early. Mattice 
will have coffee, tea and sodas 
from around the world. The list 
is still building.

By noon the yard sales will 
have calmed down and the em-
phasis will shift focus. Since 
St. Paul’s Church is being high-
lighted this year, several events 
will be there: From 1 p.m. until 
3:30 p.m., Ukulele Catskill will 
be playing at the church. This is 
a group that gathers every Sat-
urday to play and sing together 
at the Catskill United Methodist 
Church. This Saturday they will 
be coming to Oak Hill and hope 
everyone will come to hear 
them, said Leigh Van Swall, 
who has organized their visit.  

From 3:30-4 p.m. there will 
be a talk about the history of 
the building and the people who 
founded it, St. Paul’s Ceme-
tery and those buried there, and 
memories from people who at-
tended the church over the years 
(we hope for lots of group par-
ticipation for this part). Visitors 
are invited to wander through 
the cemetery during the day, no-
ticing the stones and the names 
of early residents. Thanks to 
Bruce Barrett, a town resident, 
for keeping the grounds mowed 
and in such good shape this 
summer.

At 4 p.m., Diane Dratz and 
crew will be serving free ice 
cream from Stewart’s, and 
members of the Twelve Tribes 
and others in the community 
will play music at St. Paul’s. 
All area residents who play an 
instrument are invited to partic-
ipate. This is an informal, fun 
time.

Several programs will be of-
fered at new businesses in town. 
Jodie Colwell McCabe, a long-
time resident of the hamlet who 
recently opened Wild Flower, 
will do some flower arranging 
demonstrations for children at 
her shop.

Sue Benfield, owner of 
Makers of Manners, a knit-

wear company in Oak Hill, will 
demonstrate how she produces 
her products. After a career as 
a knitwear designer, production 
advisor and textiles professor in 
London and New York City, she 
now consults and maintains an 
extensive swatch collection in 
the studio above Mattice Bou-
tique, a boutique department 
store housed in the Mattice 
Law Office next to the DeWitt 
Farmhouse. Makers of Manners 
also manufactures small-batch 
knitwear and accessories for se-
lect apparel companies. There 
is a “Made Upstairs” collec-
tion available in the store that 
includes original and renovated 
knitwear for men and wom-
en. Materials include locally 
sourced yarns from upstate New 
York flocks. A course of hand 
and machine-knitting classes is 
planned for the fall.

While there will be no for-
mal presentation, visitors are 
invited to look at the restoration 
work being done by Fran Cox, 
the Barn Doctor, on the doors 
of the barn across the street 
from the brick house. Interest-
ed individuals can also pick up 
some printed information about 
listing properties on the Greene 
County Historic Register and 
on the most recent funding from 
New York state for barn resto-
ration.  

Ken Dean’s Garden at Mat-
tice will be open for viewing 
and picnicking. Ken, a botanist 
who was a longtime resident of 
the town, was a founding mem-
ber of OHPA and planted lilies 
that would bloom for Oak Hill 
Day.

Historic buildings that will 
be open that day include Ford’s 
store, an early carriage house 
taht houses New and Abused, 
an 1830s law office, I U Tripp 
general store, Oak Hill Meth-
odist Church, St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church, Yellow Deli in Ly-
man Tremain Opera House and 
Lodge Hall, the Rugg House.

You can see there is lots to 
offer at Oak Hill Day, both old 
and new. Karen Patterson said 
if you would like to participate, 
don’t wait to be asked; please 
say so, but please say so as 
soon as possible. OHPA wants 
to include everyone who wants 
to participate and to have it run 
smoothly.  You can ask ques-
tions through the Oak Hill and 
Vicinity Facebook page.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
What is involved in restoring doors on a historic barn and what funding is 
now available from New York state for barn restoration? Find out at a pre-
sentation on Oak Hill Day this weekend.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO     
Oak Hill Day started as a way to support St Paul’s Church, one of the area’s 
two historic churches listed on the National Register of Historic Places. This 
year the ice cream social and music as well as a history talk will be there.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Diane Dratz organizes the ice cream social at the end of the day with free 
ice cream from Stewart’s.

VETERAN OWNED 
NANO FARM BREWERY

Trackside Pizza is right 
behind our Brewery 

offering Pizza, Wings 
Sandwiches and Burgers. 
You’re welcome to bring 

in your own food too. 

Also Available: 
32oz Crowlers & 

16oz 4-Pack Cans To Go.

109 MAIN STREET, RAVENA, NY • 518.756.2320

Offering a Variety of On-Site 
Craft Beers along with NY made 

Hard Cider & Sangria.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Ken Dean’s garden will be open for visitors and picnics.
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LONGENERGY.COM

FUEL DELIVERY 24 / 7 / 365

518-756-2555
Family-Owned Since 1945

98 MAIN STREET, RAVENA, NY
HVAC
Plumbing
Generac Generators

Propane
Fuel Oil
Diesel

Offering Propane and Heating Oil Energy Savings 
Contract at No Charge 

(Value at over $200) 
Terms and Conditions Apply
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 I wanted to thank everyone within the Ravena / Coeymans / 
Selkirk communities for their continued support over the last 
year. It has been difficult at times but we have managed to get 
through it and provide a helpful community service. We are back 
to regular business hours Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm / Sat 10am - 3pm 
/ Closed on Sundays
 Currently, with the volume of bottles and cans we are only 
taking drop offs - bring in your empties, place them in a designated 
area, we take your name and then give you the earliest time 
frame to come back or any time thereafter to collect your money.
Since opening in July 2018, we have helped raise approximately 
$52,500, which is almost 924,000 bottles/cans for 50 different 
organizations which anyone can donate to.
 We look forward to servicing the community in the future. 
If you have any questions regarding operation, donations or 
fundraisers please reach out....

Shane DeCrescenzo

Just Makes Cents
Bottle & Can Redemption Center

518-577-3084
Justmakescents6@gmail.com

2480 US Route 9W, Faith Plaza, Ravena
518-756-9091 • www.HopeFullLifeCenter.org

Helping Harvest
Grocery store for 
families in need!

SNAP, Credit and 
Debit Cards Now Accepted!

OPEN: MON, TUES, 
THURS, SAT 10-2 • WED, FRI 2-6

Building Your Dream Home?

ANNIVERSARY

ANNIVERSARY

Apply online in minutes at nbcoxsackie.com

Serving Greene, Schoharie and Albany Counties
1Pending credit approval. 11% down required. 

Rates and terms may change without notice. NMLS Co ID # 816880

National Bank of Coxsackie can Help
You with a Construction Loan1

•  We’re one of the few lenders that offer it!

•  Only 11% down required with NO PMI

•  Single closing with flexible disbursement schedules

•  No points, application, credit bureau, 
application or inspection fees

•  Competitive rates
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Summer Campers 
Get Insiders Tour of TCI NY

Jacy Polyak of TCI NY (blue hard hat) talks about his job with the summer campers from the 
Riverview Missionary Baptist Church.

The Riverview Missionary Baptist Church summer campers came 
into TCI for their annual information session on how transformers 
are recycled and hands-on tour of the state-of-the-art facilities.
Brian Hemlock, President of TCI said, “We love having the campers 
come in to show them what we do.  We introduce them to a real 
work environment.”  Mr. Hemlock spoke about the importance of 
transformers and their role in the energy grid.
“We also like to have some fun,” says John Barr, Operations Manager. 
“This year we treated the campers to ice cream from Mr. Ding-A-
Ling.  We talk and kid around.  I always ask the campers who wants to 
come to work for TCI?”
Jacy Polyak was one of those campers six years ago.  He recently 
came to work at TCI after graduating from the BOCES program.  Jacy 
spoke to the campers about his job at TCI.  
“I like what I’m doing.  Taking apart the transformers.  It’s fun.  I like 
the hours are steady.  You’ll understand why that’s important when 
you go to work.”

To find out more about working at TCI, call John Barr at 
(518) 756-9997 or go to www.tci-ny.com for more information

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL HOME FOR 60 YEARS!

741 DELAWARE AVENUE, DELMAR, NY 12054

(518) 439-5560
WWW.MEYERSFUNERALHOME.COM

A family owned funeral home, started in 1968 by 
Ben Meyers of Alcove. In recent years taken over by 

his son, Stephen; who lives in Ravena. 

For personal service, flexibility and cost savings on 
your cremation and burial needs. Just 13 miles from 
downtown Ravena. I know people do not like to talk 
to the tax man or funeral director, but if I can be of 

any help at the time of need, please feel free to call.  

Stephen Meyers - Where the name on the sign out 
front matches the guy you talk to.

Burials starting at $2,835
Cremations starting at $995

Define Your Style with LP® 

SmartSide® Trim & Siding

Choose a siding option that ensures your 
home’s exterior reflects your aesthetic style. 

LP® SmartSide® Trim & Siding offers the warmth and 
beauty of traditional wood with the durability of LP 
engineered wood to complement any home style. 

Greenville  |  Windham  |  Latham

*Non-stock / Special order*

Seasonal 
Full & Part-Time Housekeeping

Pine Lake Manor
An All Inclusive Family Vacation Resort

WE’RE HIRING AT

WWW.PINELAKEMANOR.COM

Please Call 518-966-5745
Come Join the Family!!

11780 Rte. 9W • Coxsackie, NY 12192 • 518.653.5367

All Natural ‘I Scream’ 

Ice Cream • Hotdogs

Ice Cream Cakes 
For Any Occasion!

OUTDOOR SUPPLIES
11779 St. Route 9W, 

W.Coxsackie, NY 12192
518-731-3900

EXCAVATING
325 Medway-Earlton Rd.

Earlton, NY. 12058
518-731-6190

Halsted 
Companies
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• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

Nation
Pickers

• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

2530 Route 9W, Ravena, NY
Closed Monday • Open 11-5
Saturday’s 10-5
518.495.9225

An Affordable 25 Multi Dealer
Antique / Vintage / Collectable Shop

FOUNDED IN 1958

Anatriello Agency
Insurance of course!

2477 US Route 9W, Ravena, NY 12143
Johna@AnatrielloAgency.com • AnatrielloAgency.com

“Excellent to do 
business with.”

-Peter Mahan

“Very friendly and 
knowledgeable 

people. A 
pleasure to do 
business with!!”

-Darrell Owens

“Competitive prices. 
Detail oriented and personalized 

service. Thumbs up.”

-Pete Foronda

HOUSEAUTO BUSINESS
u Personal Service

u Attention To Detail

u Over 60 Years Of Family Owned Business 

u Providing Service To The Community

Deep Steam Extraction
For your carpets, upholstery, 

vehicle, & office!

518.756.2669
Raymond Magee - Owner

Brightway 
Cleaning Service

Call Today 518.528.0144
challacombeconstruction@gmail.com

Challacombe Spray Foam

www.ChallacombeConstruction.com

Providing Kitchen and Bathroom 
Remodels and Spray Foam Applications

O u r  h o l i s t i c  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  f o c u s e s  o n

e x p l o r i n g  u n d e r l y i n g  c a u s e s  o f  y o u r  s y m p t o m s ,  n o t

j u s t  t h e  s y m p t o m s  t h e m s e l v e s .

 

W e  l o o k  a t  t h e  w h o l e  p i c t u r e ,  a n d  p r o v i d e  t h e r a p i e s

t h a t  c a n  h e l p  y o u  u n r a v e l  w h a t  i s  g o i n g  o n  w i t h i n

y o u r  b o d y .

 

I n s t e a d  o f  j u s t  t r e a t i n g ,  w e  t a k e  t h e  t i m e  t o  t e a c h

y o u  a b o u t  y o u r  b o d y .  T h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  c a n

e m p o w e r  y o u  t o  m o v e  i n  n e w  w a y s .

 

O u r  g o a l  i s  t o  h e l p  s u p p o r t  y o u r  b o d y  a c h i e v e  i t ' s

m o s t  o p t i m a l  f o r m  a n d  f u n c t i o n .  

C H I R O P R A C T I C
 

E N E R G Y  H E A L I N G
 

Y O G A
 

G R O U P  F I T N E S S
 

I N F R A R E D  S A U N A
 

N A T U R A L  A E S T H E T I C S  B Y  L I N D A

2 0  C O U N T R Y  E S T A T E S  R O A D
G R E E N V I L L E ,  N Y

E X P E R I E N C E  D E E P E R  H E A L I N G

C A L L  T O D A Y :  ( 5 1 8 )  8 6 0 - 9 5 5 5

L e a r n  m o r e  a t :
w w w . c a t s k i l l v a l l e y c h i r o p r a c t i c . c o m

A 
Aboard
Cruises depart & 

return to Shady 
Harbor Marina

  MM          

$5 discount with current dinner receipt from 
The Boathouse Grille

Sightseeing
Saturday, & Sunday 1:00 & 3:00

Sunset Cruises
Friday, Saturday, & Sunday 6:00PM

Private Charters
2 hr min | up to 12 people | offered 
everyday with 24 hours noticeeveryday with 24 hours notice

518-784-3513
70 Shady Harbor Drive, New Baltimore, NY 12124



The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  July 29, 2022                                                                                         17

By Dr. Billy Holland
For Capital Region Independent Media

For those who ponder about 
the requirements for developing 
and maintaining a deeper rela-
tionship with God, we must in-
clude some vital components and 
one of the most critical is desire. 

Ask any businessperson or 
athlete about what it takes to 
accomplish a goal and they will 
always testify about the impor-
tance of vision, perseverance 
and determination. Likewise, 
when it comes to drawing nearer 
to the Lord we must begin with 
old-fashioned enthusiasm. 

The next question is, where 
does this passion come from? 
Most Christians will agree that 
Christ draws people to Himself 
and if you are having thoughts 
about your spiritual life, this 
is evidence that you are being 
stirred by His grace. One thing 
we can be sure of, whether we 
embrace the Calvinist or Arme-
nian theology, is that God cre-
ated us so that He could have a 
close personal relationship with 
us. 

So, how do we intensify our 
awareness of His presence? Fire 
in the Bible is often used to de-
scribe spiritual adoration for the 
Lord. A raging blaze for God 
within a heart describes a stron-
ger faith and excitement while 
being lukewarm is related to 
discouragement, apathy and de-
feat. Ask Him to rekindle your 
embers. 

An important nugget of wis-
dom is to know that we can be as 
close to God as we want. Nothing 
is preventing us from walking 

with Him except our resistance. 
We’ve heard the passage in Ro-
mans 12:2 that talks about not 
being conformed to the world 
but being transformed by the re-
newing of our mind. This means 
we worship the things we love 
and until our mind is changed, 
we will not change our behavior. 

God’s warning is that in or-
der for anyone to advance with 
Him, we must make Him our 
highest priority. There are levels 
of spiritual commitment and un-
fortunately, it’s common to live 
however we want while using 
Him as a backup plan in case our 
arrangements do not work out. 
This is not what God had in mind 
when He sent His Son to the 
cross to restore us back to Him. 

Many do not understand what 
it means to surrender their will to 
God, while others have no inten-
tion to yield under His control. 
Whatever the reasons or excuses 
people make to refuse Christ as 
their Lord and king, each person 
will be held accountable for the 
way they lived. When it comes 
to our opportunities to choose 
whom we will serve, He is either 
Lord of all or He is not our Lord 
at all. 

I appreciate all of you who 
read this column each week and 
for the encouraging emails and 
cards. I spend much of my time 
studying and writing and en-
joy the blessings of being able 
to share God’s word and my 
thoughts. I earnestly pray for 
the Lord to draw us all closer to 
Him and I believe He is willing 
to help anyone come into the se-
cret place of His presence if that 
is what they really want. 

I remember the old hymn, 
“Turn your eyes upon Jesus,” 
and I can honestly say these 
words are more meaningful to 
me now than ever before. As we 
continue to focus on what is truly 
important in this life, we will no-
tice how the things of this world 
will grow strangely dim.

“I surrender all” is another 
convicting challenge and as I 
dwell on this invitation, I realize 
how easy it is to sing, but how 
diffi cult it is to live. 

Let’s look at some practical 
actions we can take that will 
make an immediate improve-
ment in our personal intimacy 
with God. Before we build we 
must have a blueprint and chang-
ing our lifestyle will require a 
fresh agenda. Find a quiet place 
where you can read a certain por-
tion of the Bible every day. Be-
gin a prayer journal and in this 
time of meditation, express your 
deepest thoughts to Him, ask 
Him to fi ll you with His Spirit, 
and begin to think about others 
and pray for them. 

Do not be surprised if those 
around you begin to think you 
are weird. This is a good thing 
because it’s exactly what He in-
tended. If you desire to go even 
deeper, you can read about the 
power of fasting, which increas-
es your spiritual discernment and 
proves that you desire to know 
Him more than anything in the 
world. 

Read more about the Chris-
tian life at billyhollandminis-
tries.com.

Desiring God more than anything
Living on Purpose

Because you care! 
Sometimes, things don’t always work out at home for a child.     
New  York’s Office of Children and Family Services estimates that 130,000 

children around the state live with a grandparent, an aunt or uncle, or other 
family member. Some even live with close family friends. When a family member 
or close family friend assumes the responsibility of caring for a child, that’s called 
Kinship Care.        

Perhaps you are a kinship care provider, or know someone who is. If you are, 
you do it for all the right reasons. Because you care.  But there’s good news.    
St. Catherine’s Center for Children has launched a new program to support    
kinship caregivers in Albany, Schenectady, Greene and Ulster Counties. The     
program connects caregivers like you to a variety of community and public     
support services, providing you with the tools you need to succeed. Want to learn 
more? Call us at the number below, or email kinshipcare@st-cath.org 

St. Catherine’s Center for Children 
40 North Main Avenue, Albany, NY 12203 

www.st-cath.org  •  518-453-6700

St-Cath_Kinship Care_6-21_Layout 1  6/30/2021  2:37 PM  Page 1
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear 
from you. Send information about up-
coming events and news to news@

greenvillepioneer.com. 

(We need to have announcements 
at least two weeks in advance.)

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!

The Greenville Pioneer • Friday, January 17, 2020                                                                                                           13  

GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations
SHOUT OUTS!

Shout it out to a family member, 
friend, business or group of people.

Message could be an I love you, congratulations, 
happy birthday, cheer on a team or person.

ADVERTISE ON OUR NEW PAGE

for more information
CALL 413.212.0130

By Russell Gloor
For Capital Region Independent Media

Dear Rusty: 
I waited to sign up for Social 

Security until I turned 70 last 
month so I would qualify for the 
maximum benefi t. 

I have been the pastor of a 
small church for the last 15 years 
and they didn’t take out deduc-
tions, so I paid in quarterly at 
the advice of my accountant so 
I would have an amount built up 
when the time came for me to 
sign up for Social Security. 

I received my fi rst SS pay-
ment in March for $1,757 after 
Medicare was deducted. I have 
been told that once you turned 70 
you get the maximum SS bene-
fi t, but my accountant thought I 
can still pay in quarterly to boost 
that $1,757. I don’t want to pay 
in anymore if it’s not going to 
increase my amount (other than 
cost of living increases), so what 
do I tell my accountant?

Signed: Inquisitive Pastor
Dear Inquisitive: 
By “pay in quarterly,” I as-

sume you mean that your earn-
ings from the church are reported 
on IRS Form 1099 and that you 
pay quarterly estimated income 
taxes to the IRS to avoid a pen-
alty when you fi le your annual 
taxes. The primary reason to pay 
quarterly estimated taxes is to 
avoid an IRS penalty — paying 
your taxes quarterly doesn’t mat-
ter to Social Security because 
they will use your annual income 
(regardless of when you pay the 
IRS) to see if your benefi t should 
be increased. And whether your 
current income from the church 
will increase your Social Securi-
ty benefi t depends on your life-
time earnings history of paying 
into the Social Security program. 

The Social Security benefi t 
you’re now receiving is based 
on your lifetime earnings histo-
ry, specifi cally the 35 years over 
your lifetime in which you had 
the highest earnings (adjusted 
for infl ation). Social Security al-
ways uses a 35-year window to 
compute your benefi t amount, 
choosing the highest earning 
years from among all your earn-
ing years. 

If you have fewer than a 
full 35 years of earnings, they 
will add enough “zero” years to 

make it 35 to compute your ben-
efi t. What that means is that if 
you have fewer than 35 years of 
SS-covered earnings, your earn-
ings now from the church will 
eliminate one of those “zero” 
earning years, which would re-
sult in a small increase to your 
Social Security benefi t. 

However, if you already have 
at least 35 years of SS-covered 
earnings, then your current earn-
ings will only increase your SS 
benefi t if your recent earnings 
are more than any of those in the 
35 infl ation-adjusted years used 
to compute your age 70 benefi t. 

Social Security will make 
that determination whether you 
pay quarterly estimated income 
taxes to the IRS or not, and they 
will automatically increase your 
monthly benefi t if your current 
annual earnings from the church 
call for it. 

How you pay the IRS won’t 
factor into Social Security’s de-
termination, but not paying esti-
mated taxes quarterly may affect 
your total income tax obligation 
for the tax year, which is what 
your accountant should be able 
to tell you. And if your tax re-
turn is fi led as a self-employed 
taxpayer, you’ll need to pay into 
Social Security via self-employ-
ment taxes, whether you pay the 
IRS quarterly or not.

This article is intended for 
information purposes only and 
does not represent legal or fi -
nancial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security As-
sociation (NSSA). NSSA and 
the AMAC Foundation and its 
staff are not affi liated with or 
endorsed by the Social Securi-
ty Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To submit 
a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) or 
email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org.

Will paying the IRS 
quarterly increase 

my Social Security?

Social Security Matters
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By Thomas Christopher 
For Capital Region Independent Media

I began my career in horticulture in the 
1970s, at the tail end of what Toni DiTom-
maso described to me as “the heyday of 
chemical herbicides.” 

Dr. DiTommaso is a professor of soil 
and crop science at Cornell University 
who specializes in the ecological man-
agement of weeds. He is also, as I learned 
in the course of our conversation, an en-
thusiastic home gardener with a personal 
knowledge of the struggles gardeners as 
well as farmers have with these pests.

I had approached Dr. DiTommaso be-
cause a neurologist has forbidden me to 
continue the use of synthetic pesticides. 
I’ve developed neuropathy, a numbness in 
my toes, and the neurologist warned that 
it could be linked to my past use of such 
chemicals. 

Having witnessed the aftereffects on 
veterans of Agent Orange, a cocktail of 
herbicides used to defoliate the jungle 
during the Vietnam War, my neurologist 
particularly warned against herbicides. 

I had long ago given up the use of 
synthetic insecticides, and most so-called 
“organic” insecticides, too, but I still oc-
casionally resorted to glyphosate, a sys-
temic herbicide commonly sold under the 
brand name “Roundup.” For example, two 
years ago I used it to clear a 5,000-square-
foot area of invasive grasses and weeds to 
prepare it for replanting to native mead-
ow. According to my neurologist, though, 
I needed to fi nd an alternative.

I had already tried as alternative “or-
ganic” weed killers such as clove and 
citrus oil and found them disappointing. 
They burned the above-ground parts of 
weeds, but these pests soon resprouted 
from the roots. 

I had somewhat better success with 
a 10% solution of acetic acid (industrial 
vinegar), but that is very caustic and haz-
ardous to both the user and equipment. 
Supermarket white vinegar (which is 
about 5% acetic acid), an often recom-
mended home remedy for weeds, is safer, 
but again I found it ineffective.

Dr. DiTommaso explained that con-
trolling weeds without the use of herbi-
cides involves an understanding of their 
patterns of growth. For example, many 
common weeds are champions at taking 
up and processing nitrates, a principal 
ingredient of most garden fertilizers. For 
that reason, a too-generous use of fertil-
izer will stimulate weed growth. Lamb’s 
quarters, an old foe of mine, will actual-
ly store nitrates in its tissues, depriving 
other plants of its benefi ts. A soil test will 
help the gardener fertilize more accurate-
ly, giving desirable plants just what they 
need.

Besides overfeeding, the gardener can 
also encourage weed growth by water-
ing too enthusiastically. Drip irrigation, 
which delivers water more effi ciently and 
more precisely, can make sure that de-
sirable plants get the moisture they need 
without spreading moisture unnecessarily 
and encouraging weed growth.

Many weeds also react to the wave-
length of the light striking the soil. Red 
light, which reaches the ground in un-
shaded, open areas, stimulates the ger-
mination of these species; infrared light, 
which is what penetrates through a can-
opy of plants, does not, so weeds are less 
likely to attempt growth in areas where 
there is existing competition. This is why 
planting closely in fl ower beds and inter-
cropping in the vegetable garden reduces 
weed growth. 

Nor should gardeners take the arrival 
of fall as an excuse to cease their labors. 
Your fl owers and vegetable crops may 
fade then, but weeds are still germinating 
and actively growing. In his own vegeta-
ble garden, Dr. DiTommaso sows cereal 
rye and hairy vetch in October after he has 
cleared away the last of that year’s crops. 
By fi lling what would otherwise be vacant 
soil, easy prey to weed invasion, these 
“cover crops” can prevent the fast-grow-
ing weeds from sowing seeds that will re-
turn to haunt the gardener in the following 
spring. 

In the spring, Dr. DiTommaso mows 
the cover crops and incorporates them 
into the soil to boost the soil’s organic 
content.

When I asked him for sources of fur-
ther information about herbicide-free 
weed control, Dr. DiTommaso sent me to 
the Sustainable Agriculture Research and 
Education website (www.sare.org), where 
under “Resources and Learning,” you will 
fi nd a free download of “Manage Weeds 

on Your Farm: A Guide to Ecological 
Strategies,” a book he co-authored with 
Charles L. Mohler and John R. Teasdale. 
Written in jargon-free language, this ex-
plores the biology and ecology of weeds 
and includes detailed descriptions of 63 of 
the United States’ most common and stub-
born weeds with non-chemical strategies 
for their control.

To listen to more of my conversation 
with Dr. Tommaso, and his introduction 
to ecological weed control, listen to the 
Growing Greener podcast on the Berk-
shire Botanical Garden website, www.
berkshirebotanical.org.

Be-a-Better-Gardener is a community 
service of Berkshire Botanical Garden, 
located in Stockbridge, Mass. Its mission, 
to provide knowledge of gardening and 
the environment through a diverse range 
of classes and programs, informs and in-
spires thousands of students and visitors 
each year. Thomas Christopher is a vol-
unteer at Berkshire Botanical Garden and 
is the author or co-author of more than 
a dozen books, including Nature into Art 
and The Gardens of Wave Hill (Timber 
Press, 2019). He is the 2021 Garden Club 
of America’s National Medalist for Liter-
ature, a distinction reserved to recognize 
those who have left a profound and last-
ing impact on issues that are most import-
ant to the GCA. Christopher’s companion 
broadcast to this column, Growing Green-
er, streams on WESUFM.org, Pacifi ca 
Radio and NPR and is available at berk-
shirebotanical.org/growinggreener.

Alternatives to herbicides
Be A Better Gardener

get together and play, and this is a great 
venue for that.”

For those not quite ready to immerse 
themselves in a class, there were also 
nightly concerts during the week, as well 
as a series of performances all day Sat-
urday.

Hundreds of students and teachers 
typically attend the week’s workshops 
and classes each year, culminating Sat-
urday in the East Durham Traditional 
Fest, a day of music and performances 
for all to enjoy.

“I love the music here,” said Patrick 
Byrne, of Connecticut. “The festival re-
ally creates a sense of heritage and keeps 
the Irish traditions alive and well.”

Twenty-five instructors came to East 

Durham for the week from around the 
country, and 16 traveled all the way 
from Ireland. 

The annual festival is also an eco-
nomic driver for the town, Reidin O’Fly-
nn, artistic director and a board member 
at the cultural center, said in an inter-
view earlier this year when the festival’s 
in-person return was announced.

“It’s one of the main incomes for 
the year — it brings in a lot of money 
for the community,” O’Flynn said. “We 
work hand in hand with the town — the 
classes are held in homes, and barns, and 
garages, and bars.”

The week of events bring in hundreds 
of people to the community who spend 
money in area restaurants, taverns, gas 
stations and more, O’Flynn said.

“It’s one of the biggest weeks in East 
Durham,” she said.

IRISH, from page 1

with amateurs. There will be quite a few 
people competing in that.”

Competitors will chop wood and 
have chainsaw races, showcasing their 
skills and speed.

“There are eight different events they 
compete in — it will be really cool,” 
Johnk said. “We did a small demo of 
it last year, kind of as a test run. We 
planned to do it a couple of years ago, 
but COVID threw things off. We did 
the demonstration last year but we have 
quite a few participants this year so it 
will be a full-on competition, which will 
be pretty cool.”

There will also be old favorites back 
this year, including animals shows, a 
tractor pull competition, a car show, 
talent show and musical performances 
throughout the weekend. A fireworks 
show will take place at around 9:15 p.m. 
on Saturday and police and firefight-
ers will be on hand demonstrating their 
skills as well.

“We will also have a lot of vendors 
in the tent, as usual,” Johnk said. “There 
will be giveaways and goodies, and all 
sorts of groups set up, whether they are 
organizations that help people here in 
Greene County or businesses looking 
to sell their products. There will be a 
wide variety — we are trying to focus on 
showcasing Greene County and all the 
great things it has to offer.”

Earlier this year there was a statewide 
ban on poultry shows due to the spread 
of avian flu, but the ban was lifted a few 
weeks ago and the kids’ poultry compe-
titions are back on.

“That guidance changed about a 
month ago,” he said. “They opened ev-
erything back up and poultry will be 

back again this year.”
The Greene County Youth Fair, held 

each year in July, celebrates the ac-
complishments of local kids and got 
its start when Alfred Partridge, leader 
of the Ashland Blue Ribbon 4-H Club, 
organized a 4-H Club Fair at the Sutton 
Hollow School in Ashland back in 1949, 
according to the organization’s website. 

“From this small beginning, the youth 
fair has developed into the showcase it is 
today,” according to the website.

In the early years the fair was moved 
to the VFW Hall on Route 23 near Wind-
ham, and over the years has grown and 
expanded. By the mid-1950s the event 
was renamed the Greene County Youth 
Fair and in 1957 moved to Durham, 
where it remained for 38 years. In 1995 
the decision was made to move the fair 
to Cairo, at Angelo Canna Town Park, 
where it has been held ever since.

From its inception, the youth fair’s 
focus has remained the same — to show-
case the work of local children, particu-
larly in agriculture.

“The fair itself and the raising of 
livestock is a really great experience that 
helps kids learn a lot of different respon-
sibilities on their own,” Johnk said. “It’s 
a great way to teach them a multitude of 
traits that will help them move forward 
in their lives, and it’s really cool to be 
able to showcase the great aspects of ag-
riculture here in Greene County.”

“That is the main focus of the youth 
fair — to showcase agriculture and what 
it has to offer here in Greene County,” 
Johnk continued. “To be able to bring 
that and the kids together is a really 
amazing experience.”

For more information about the fair 
and the schedule of events, visit www.
thegreenecountyyouthfair.com.

FAIR, from page 1

regimented — his grandfather 
and grandmother are his pri-
mary caregivers. He is either at 
home or at the Center for Dis-
abilities in Albany. He doesn’t 
ever get to go anywhere be-
cause he has a feeding tube and 
he is in a wheelchair. His guard-
ian said if you can get him to 
Disney, they can make sure he 
has everything he needs — so 
we are doing our best to get him 
to Disney.”

In previous years, the Red 
Barn Riders have paid for a new 
wheelchair and a handicapped 
bathroom renovation for Na-

than.
“Every two years he grows 

out of his wheelchair and his 
wheelchair costs $5,000,” Hilli-
coss said. “One year we raised 
enough money to buy a new 
wheelchair, the next year we 
raised enough money to have 
the bathroom redone.”

Providing for a child with 
special needs is expensive, and 
a helping hand is always appre-
ciated, Hillicoss said.

“We try to do our part and try 
to help him have the things he 
needs and help the family, and 
let them know they don’t have 
to bear this on their own. They 
have friends that will help,” 

Hillicoss said. “Bikers get a bad 
name because of a select few, 
and people watch a lot of TV, 
but bikers, when we get togeth-
er, there is nothing we can’t ac-
complish once we unite.”

Nathan’s primary caregiv-
er, his grandfather, Jacques 
Garraghan, rides a motorcycle 
when he has the time and used 
to work with Hillicoss and an-
other Red Barn Riders member. 
In fact, helping the family with 
Nathan’s needs was what got 
the riding club started in the 
first place, said club member 
L.J. James. “People knew his 
grandfather and heard his sto-
ry, and that is actually how our 

club got started,” James said. 
“The guys heard about what 
needed to be done and they all 
worked out of a barn in Medusa. 
They got together and slowly it 
became a club.”

The Red Barn Riders on Sat-
urday also celebrated the club’s 
fifth anniversary this weekend.

All the money raised Satur-
day will go to Nathan’s family, 
James added.

Garraghan said the Red Barn 
Riders have done something for 
his grandson every year for the 
past five years.

“They have been a great 
help,” Garraghan said. “Be-
cause of the club, every year 

we are able to get something 
for Nathan that we wouldn’t 
be able to do on our own. They 
have been a godsend.”

Before the bikers took off on 
the run, the Rev. Frank Lock-
wood, who is also president of 
the local chapter of the Storm 
Riders motorcycle club, recited 
a prayer. He said his club got in-
volved because they wanted to 
help a family that needs it.

“If we don’t take care of 
those that are in our communi-
ty, who else is going to?” Lock-
wood said. “That’s why we do 
this.”

BIKERS, from page 1

Call us to make your tee time 
reservation today!

518.756.9555
Walk-ins are welcome, but please 
understand there may be a wait

38 TOMPKINS RD, RAVENA, NY 12143
MON - SAT: 7AM - 8PM | SUN: 7AM - 6PM

$35 LUNCH SPECIAL*

Wednesdays. 18 Holes of Golf with Cart & Lunch.
EXPIRES 9/1/22. *Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Soda, Water

$150 
COUPON

for a Round of Golf 
for 4 People 

including Golf Cart!
EXPIRES 11/1/22

15% OFF
COUPON

for Dinning at 
The Sycamore 

Restaurant & Bar
EXPIRES 11/1/22
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