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COVID-19 death toll 
could reach 240,000

See page 9

We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
News about COVID-19 is chang-
ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
ably changed since we sent this 
paper to the printing presses. We 
encourage you, if possible, to 
visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/greenvillepioneer 
where we are sharing breaking 
news, closings and cancelations. 

To our readers,

Thank you, 
The Greenville Pioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―
Everyone is aware by now 
of mandates to practice so-
cial distancing, hand hygiene 
and other ways of preventing 
transmission of the coronavi-
rus, but here’s a possible dan-
ger you may not have thought 
of — spreading the virus 
through your trash.

Trash disposal was deemed 
an “essential” service by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo when he put 
strict regulations in place in 
the battle against COVID-19. 
But waste-disposal experts say 
there are risks if garbage is not 
handled and packaged proper-
ly — and that is a concern for 
them.

In Greenville, the town 
recycling center is open, but 
with limited hours. Town res-
idents needing to dispose of 
trash or recyclables can stop 
by the center from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday and Sat-
urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
the community safe, we ask 
that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Trash is a possible danger when it comes to spreading COVID-19.

Trash can pose 
COVID-19 risk

See TRASH, page 10

Schools 
remain 
closed

By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

GREENVILLE—Schoo l s 
will remain closed statewide 
through mid-April and the state’s 
fi rst temporary hospital was 
completed in New York City on 
Friday as New York remains the 
nation’s epicenter for the novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Schools will now remain 
closed statewide through April 
15. Schools across New York 
were ordered closed March 18 
through April 1 to be reassessed 
every two weeks. The state’s 
waiver was extended for school 
districts to receive state aid with-
out holding physical classes for 
180 days. 

During this time, schools are 
still required to provide continu-
ity of instruction, meals for stu-
dents and information on avail-
able childcare resources

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier,” 
said Greenville Central School 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland. “When the District 
receives additional guidance 
concerning the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, we will be able 
to share more details and answer 
additional questions, including 
those surrounding spring break, 
grading, and other regulatory 
requirements. We recognize the 
diffi culties faced by our students 
and families and ask for patience 
during these unprecedented 
times.”

“Our teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families have done an 
amazing job working together to 
keep our students engaged while 
schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
proposed budget amend-
ment that would cut local 
voices out of the solar per-
mitting process is moving 
forward despite pushback 
from Greene and Columbia 
county officials.

Negotiations are con-
tinuing on the proposed 
changes to siting solar and 
wind energy, known as the 
Accelerated Renewable 
Energy Growth and Com-
munity Benefit Act, said 
Jordan Levine, deputy com-
munications director for the 
energy and environment in 
the office of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“It is impossible to say 

if anything outside the 
normal will get done, but 
renewable energy siting is 
still on the table,” he said.

Since the budget amend-
ment was announced on 
Feb. 21, local officials have 
warned that changing so-
lar siting laws to abolish 
the existing review process 
would violate home rule 
and diminish local author-
ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
Supervisor Rick Hanse.

“We are at the mercy 
of the state whether they 
take it out of the budget, 

and should it pass, the state 
will have complete authori-
ty to override town zoning 
laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
ist.”

Hanse said local offi-
cials have been lobbying 
lawmakers to debate the 
proposed amendment sep-
arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 

the amount of ‘touch’ our drivers have on garbage.”
— CARMEN BARBATO JR., OWNER OF CARMEN BARBATO, INC.

O�  cials are 
concerned that the 
proposed changes 

could accelerate the 
development of solar 
farms across Greene 

and Columbia 
counties, including 

Hecate Energy’s 
proposed 700-acre 

facility in Copake and 
the Flint Mine solar 

project in Coxsackie.
See SOLAR, page 10

Patriotism on full display in 4th of July parade
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

EAST DURHAM — Patriotism was 
on full display this year at the annual 
Fourth of July parade in East Durham.

Marchers made their way down Route 
145, headed for the Michael J. Quill 
Irish Cultural & Sports Centre, where 
everyone gathered after the parade for 
hot dogs, ice cream and activities for the 
kids.

People lined the parade route, waving 
flags and cheering for the marchers. The 
event was organized by the Durham Task 
Force.

“We are locals and this is a fun pa-
rade,” said Heather Kissane, who 
brought her two young sons. “They love 
it — it is something they look forward to 
every year.”

Her sons, Gerard, 8, and Justin, 3, 
waved red, white and blue toy wind spin-
ners as they awaited the parade’s start.

Round Top resident Cheryl Pushman 

said she comes to the parade to show her 
patriotism and have a fun time.

“I want to support the United States,” 
Pushman said. “It’s a great parade and 
it’s really a lot of fun and there are a lot 
of activities and excitement. It’s great 
for both kids and adults.”

The parade was led by the color guard 
from the Greene County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, with dozens of local organizations, 
businesses, elected officials and others 
following them down the parade route.

Greene County Sheriff Peter Kusmin-
sky said Independence Day is an oppor-
tunity to celebrate patriotism and the 
founding of the nation.

“Today is extremely important to 
recognize the foundation of this country 
and what it was meant to be,” Kusmin-
sky said. “Patriotism can’t be forgotten. 
It’s an awesome day and we should cele-
brate it all weekend long.”

Oliver Fallon, with the Knights of 
See PARADE, page 8
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Resource fair aids 
veterans in 

accessing services
See page 5

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

FREEHOLD — Imagine soaring 
thousands of feet above the ground… 
without an engine.

That’s what enthusiasts of the sport 
of gliding do all the time — they attach a 
sleek, aerodynamic glider to a small air-
plane, strap themselves in, get pulled by 
the plane thousands of feet into the air, 

and then the plane’s pilot disconnects 
them and lets them go.

Using physics and jet streams, the 
glider can stay up in the air, sans engine, 
for hours.

Nutmeg Soaring Association, which 
essentially now owns the Freehold Air-
port, held an open house July 3 to let 
local residents know about the sport of 

See SOARING, page 9

Greene first in region with 
cutting-edge technology

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CAIRO — Three area Rota-
ries teamed up to help bring cut-
ting-edge medical technology to 
every area of Greene County.

The Rotaries — Cairo, Green-
ville and Coxsackie-Athens — 
raised nearly $10,000 to purchase 
fi ve IV warmers, with Greene 

County Paramedics chipping in 
another $8,000 or so. The initia-
tive makes Greene County the 
fi rst in seven counties in the re-
gion to own IV warmers, the new-
est technology to treat patients 
being transported by paramedics 
to a hospital.

When patients are given IV 
(intravenous) fl uids, the liquid 

is signifi cantly cooler than body 
temperature, so warming it up 
would be benefi cial, Steve Near, 
chief of operations for Greene 
County Paramedics, said.

“You don’t want to administer 
cold fl uids because it will make 
you colder and it doesn’t help 
anything that your body is trying 

See GREENE, page 11

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
A glider pilot shows Brooke Lewis, 6, one of the aircraft at the open house.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
A pilot gets ready to take off during the open house demonstrations at the 
Freehold Airport.

LIANA LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Gerard and Justin Kissane wave red, white and blue wind spinners as they await the start of the 
parade.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Area Rotaries and county EMS officials teamed up to purchase five cut-
ting-edge IV warmers, making Greene County the first in the region to own 
the equipment. Pictured, left to right, are Aiden O’Connor, paramedic and 
Cairo Rotary Club member; Sam Pigeon, president, Coxsackie-Athens Rotary 
Club; Beau Loendorf, president, Cairo Rotary Club; Cecile Plattner, presi-
dent, Greenville Rotary Club; Steve Near, chief of operations, Greene County 
Paramedics; Mark Evans, president, Greene County Paramedics; and Greene 
County Legislator Ed Bloomer, R-Athens.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
A restored Stinson 10A, built in 1941, that was used to teach Army pilots to 
fly during World War II, according to a plaque posted next to the craft.

Soaring into the clouds — without an engine
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JULY 2022
14-17 - Grey Fox Bluegrass Festival, 1 
Poultney Road, Oak Hill. Visit www.grey-
foxbluegrass.com for more information. 
16-17 - Arts Around Greenville Studio 
Tour, Gallery Show hosts artists’ works 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Prevost Hall and 
the Greenville Public Library Community 
Room, near intersection of Routes 32 and 
81. Visit www.cpog.org for more informa-
tion.
16 - Finale festival of the Taste of the 
Catskills Irish Arts Week, 2267 Route 145, 
East Durham. Workshops all week. Visit 
www.catskillsirishartsweek.com for more 
information.
16 - Program: Exploring an Ancient Flood-
plain Forest: A Nature Walk, 10 a,n, to 12 
p.m., at Wild Hudson Valley Eco Camp, 
408 Lake Mills Road, Cairo. Cost is $20 for 
adults, $10 for children. Wear comfortable 
walking shoes.
16 - Performance: Marion Spencer: To Love 
the Rise/Part 2, at Catskill’s Bridge Street 
Theater, 7:30 p.m., 44 West Bridge Street, 
Catskill. Tickets are $15 and $10 for stu-
dents ages 21 and under; tickets can be 
purchased at the door a half hour prior to 
the performance or in advance online at 
bridgest.org/spencer-tickets/
18 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 
p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, 
Greenville.
19 - Summer Concert Series, 6 p.m., at the 

gazebo in Veterans’ Park, intersection of 
Routes 32 and 81, Greenville. Moonshine 
Mule will perform. Free admission. Bring a 
lawn chair.
19 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
20 - Program: Summer Native Plant Walk, 
5-6:30 p.m., at Siuslaw Model Forest, 6055 
Route 23, Acra. Register at https://reg.cce.
cornell.edu/SummerNativePlants_210
22 - Stars Above: An All-American Open-
Air Circus, at 7 p.m., 62 Water Street, 
Catskill. Tickets are $20/$35/$65.
23 - Music at Grazhda Fundraiser Concert, 
78 Ukraine Road, Jewett, , 
22-24 - Upstate Art Weekend, self-directed 
open studio tours, 12-6 p.m., 218 Sprint 
Street, Catskill.
23-24 - Arts Around Greenville, Art Studio 
Tour, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Studio tour map 
available at www.cpog.org.
23-24 - Greenville Public Library Gallery 
Art Show, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., on Route 32, 
Greenville. Free admission.
23 - Stars Above: An All-American Open-
Air Circus, at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m., 62 Water 
Street, Catskill. Tickets are $20/$35/$65.
24 - Greene County Annual K-9 Golf Tour-
nament, at Blackhead Mountain Lodge 
and Country Club, 75 Crows Nest Road, 
Round Top. Cost: $90 per person. Visit 
www.blackheadmtn.com for more infor-
mation.
24 - Stars Above: An All-American Open-

Air Circus, at 4 p.m., 62 Water Street, 
Catskill. Tickets are $20/$35/$65.
25 - New Baltimore Town Board meeting, 7 
p.m., at Town Hall, 3809 County Route 51, 
New Baltimore.
26 - Summer Concert Series, 6 p.m., at 
the gazebo in Veterans’ Park, intersection 
of Routes 32 and 81, Greenville. Dusk ‘Til 
Dawn will perform. Free admission. Bring 
a lawn chair.
28-31 - Greene County Youth Fair, all day, 
at Angelo Canna Town Park, Mountain Av-
enue, Cairo. Free admission.
29-30 - Rodtober’Fest at Riedlbauer’s Re-
sorts Nussy’s Bier Garten, 57 Ravine Drive, 
Round Top. All day.
30 - Hunter International Music Festival: 
The American String Quartet, 8 p.m., at 
Doctorow Center for the Arts, 7971 Main 
Street, Hunter. Tickets are $25. Visit www.
catskillmtn.org for more information.
31 - Farm and Sanctuary Guided Walk, Wild 
Hudson Valley, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., meet in 
parking lot at Abandoned Airport Road, 
Cairo. Tickets are $20 for adults, $10 for 
children. Wear comfortable walking shoes.

AUGUST 2022
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at 
Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
2 - Summer Concert Series, 6 p.m., at the 
gazebo in Veterans’ Park, intersection of 
Routes 32 and 81, Greenville. Get Up Little 
Jack will perform. Free admission. Bring a 
lawn chair.
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  
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Automotive Technology
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THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

To have your organiza-
tion’s events added to our 

calendar, please enter them 
online at www.greenvillepi-

oneer.com
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.

Better TV  
Our Promise to You

Offer expires 7/15/20. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Smart HD DVR included.

AMERICA’S TOP 120

Great entertainment 
with a local touch.

190 $5999/mo.
Channels

HI-TECH ADVISERS
(888) 729-4907

Document Ref: IQM9L-BLADW-UE84B-PAVJK Page 5 of 5

To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  

GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

For over 30 years, the Carver 
Company’s Core Compe-

tencies consist of General & 
Marine Construction, Sand 

and Gravel Mining, Property 
Management, Port, Stevedor-

ing, Terminal & Warehouse 
Management, Maritime and 
Logistics, and Tug and Barge 

Marine Towing. 494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/

Real, Reputable, 
Trusted. Your News 
Media.

www.newsmediaalliance.org 

THIS PUBLICATION 
SUPPORTS REAL 
NEWS.

REPORTERS, EDITORS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS
CREATE REAL NEWS. JOURNALISM YOU CAN TRUST.

#SupportRealNews

GREENVILLE — Local art-
ists are the draw in a new free 
summer event in Greenville.

The Arts Around Greenville 
Studio Tour is a free two-day 
event in and around Greenville 
on July 23 and 24, from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

It’s a self-guided tour of pri-
vate art studio spaces. Visitors 
can chat with artists and learn 
about their process, materi-
als and inspiration. Art will be 
available for purchase.

Twenty local artists will par-
ticipate. All studios are within 
15-mile radius of Greenville 
center.

The preview and opening re-
ception were held July 8 at Pre-
vost Hall on Route 32 in Green-
ville.

Studio tour maps for the July 
23 and 24 tours can be found at 
business sponsor locations or 
downloaded at CPOG.org.

Arts Around Greenville Stu-
dio Tour is a Community Part-
ners of Greenville art initiative 
focusing on the blossoming cre-
ative scene in Greenville. The 
geography of northern Greene 
County offers scenic and pan-
oramic views of the Catskill 
Mountain range, making it a 
desired location for artists to re-
side and work. 

Accomplished artists have 
always been part of the town’s 
essence, even more are choos-
ing to make Greenville their 
home recently. 

The Studio Tour is an invi-
tation to Greenville community 
members to become immersed 
in the cultural assets of the 
town while learning more about 
talented neighbors and friends. 
It is also an opportunity to wel-
come visitors from other re-
gions, inviting them to discover 
and explore all that Greenville 
has to offer, including dining, 
lodging and shopping.

The Studio Tour was pro-
posed in 2021 and organized 
by artist and educator Natalie 
Boburka.

“I believe that it’s an import-
ant time to build community 
after so much that has caused 
division,” Boburka said. “There 
are so many talented people in 
this area, I wanted to celebrate 
that and create a network of 
artists that could support each 
other. At the same time, I want-
ed to open up the art process to 
everyone. Artist Studio Tours 
create opportunities for people 
who might not visit a gallery 
to see art and artists in their 
own neighborhood. We also in-
vite visitors to enjoy the local, 

unique business sponsors locat-
ed on our map.”

The Studio Tour project led 
to the creation of Arts Around 
Greenville (AAG), a subcom-
mittee of Community Partners 
of Greenville. The mission of 
AAG is to engage communi-
ty members of all ages in cre-
ative endeavors while offering 
opportunities for fun social 
connection. AAG is devoted to 
bringing local folks together in 
celebration of the arts in Green-
ville’s beautiful public spac-
es like Prevost Hall, Veteran’s 
Park and Gazebo, George V. 
Vanderbilt Park and the Green-
ville Public Library. 

The 2022 Art Studio Tour is 
made possible by the generos-
ity of local sponsors and AAG 
members who volunteer their 
time. To become a member, go 
to CPOG.org.

Community Partners 
of Greenville (CPOG) is a 
non-profit organization cel-
ebrating the essence of local 
community in Greenville with 
events like Greenville Day, the 
Summer Concert Series, and 
Arts Around Greenville Studio 
Tour. Become a member, donate 
or sponsor an event by visiting 
CPOG.org.

Community Partners launches Arts 
Around Greenville Studio Tour
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are in-
nocent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Charges can be amended or 
dismissed.

STATE POLICE
■ Jessica Pooters, 34, was ar-

rested June 23 at 12:15 a.m. in 
Catskill and charged with sec-
ond-degree burglary, a class C 
felony, and seventh-degree crim-
inal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class A misdemean-
or. Her arrestee status was un-
known.

■ John Servider, 22, of 
Durham, was arrested June 22 at 
5:42 p.m. in Valatie and charged 
with fraud, a class A misdemean-
or. He was released on his own 
recognizance.

■ William Farrell, 29, of Sau-
gerties, was arrested June 24 at 
2:14 a.m. in Cairo and charged 
with seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Laura Jackson, 59, of 
Catskill, was arrested June 25 at 
1:51 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with one county of manufacture 
of drug-related paraphernalia and 
two counts of seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance, both class A 
misdemeanors. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Jessica Collazo, 32, of 
Catskill, was arrested June 25 at 
1:48 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with manufacture of drug-relat-
ed paraphernalia, second-degree 
of obstruction of governmental 
administration, four counts of 
seventh-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
and second-degree criminal use 
of drug paraphernalia, all class 
A misdemeanors; tampering 
with physical evidence, a class 
E felony; fifth-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance/cocaine, a class D felony; 
fourth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, a 
class C felony; and third-degree 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance with intent to 
sell, a class B felony. Her arrestee 
status was unknown.

■ Albert Clark, 33, of South 
Cairo, was arrested June 25 at 
1:48 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with manufacture of drug-related 
paraphernalia, four counts of sev-
enth-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance and sec-
ond-degree criminal use of drug 
paraphernalia, all class A misde-
meanors; tampering with physical 
evidence, a class E felony; two 
counts of fifth-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance/cocaine, a class D felony; 
fourth-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class 
C felony; and third-degree crim-
inal possession of a controlled 
substance with intent to sell, a 
class B felony. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Irfan Qureshi, 36, of East 
Elmhurst, was arrested June 25 at 
9:44 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content over 
0.08% and driving while intox-
icated, both unclassified misde-
meanors. Qureshi was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Ronald Lang, 63, of Purl-
ing, was arrested June 26 at 12:59 
a.m. in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, He 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Nicole Finley, 51, of Mon-
roe, was arrested June 26 at 1:03 
a.m. in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, 
both unclassified misdemeanors. 
She was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Michelle McHugh, 35, of 
Middletown, was arrested June 
25 at 12:50 p.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with first-degree intro-
duction of dangerous contraband 
into a prison and fifth-degree 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance with intent to 
sell, both class D felonies, and 
second-degree introduction of 
contraband into a prison, a class 
A misdemeanor. She was released 
on her own recognizance.

■ Naomi Daniels, 28, of 
Green Island, was arrested June 
25 at 7:18 p.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with second-degree in-
troduction of contraband into a 
prison, a class A misdemeanor. 
She was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Colin Smith, 34, of San Ma-
teo, California, was arrested June 
26 at 2:18 a.m. in Catskill and 
charged with operating a motor 

vehicle with a blood-alcohol con-
tent over 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Alexander Terwillegar, 29, 
of Warrensburgh, was arrested 
June 26 at 3:03 a.m. in Catskill 
and charged with aggravated un-
licensed operation of a motor ve-
hicle, a class E felony, and driving 
while intoxicated, an unclassified 
misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Jessica Glendenning, 37, 
of Cornwallville, was arrested 
June 26 at 8:19 p.m. in Cairo and 
charged with issuing a bad check, 
a class B misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Jason Edmonds, 24, of 
Catskill, was arrested June 27 at 
2:54 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
a class A misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ John Coryea, 44, of Platts-
burgh, was arrested June 27 
at 8:56 p.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with third-degree crim-
inal trespass, a class B misde-
meanor. He was issued an appear-
ance ticket.

■ Michael Russo, 42, of Alba-
ny, was arrested June 28 at 10:44 
p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with seventh-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance, a class A misdemeanor, 
and third-degree aggravated un-
licensed operation of a motor ve-
hicle, an unclassified misdemean-
or. He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Roberlio Amaral, 23, of 
Saugerties, was arrested July 1 at 
1:50 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with second-degree criminal pos-
session of cannabis, a class E fel-
ony. He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Roger Vincent, 54, of Cai-
ro, was arrested July 1 at 8:46 
p.m. in Catskill and charged with 
second-degree aggravated harass-
ment, a class A misdemeanor. His 
arrestee status was not reported.

■ Alexis Wagner, 33, of 
Halfmoon, was arrested July 1 
at 1:55 p.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with third-degree bail 
jumping, a class A misdemean-
or. She was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Connor Cardinale, 27, of 
Athens, was arrested July 2 at 
12:45 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Irving Linzey, 46, of 
Catskill, was arrested July 2 at 
10:17 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with fourth-degree criminal mis-
chief, a class A misdemeanor, and 
first-degree criminal contempt, a 
class E felony. He was released 
on his own recognizance.

■ William Tracy, 60, of Ath-
ens, was arrested July 2 at 11:43 
p.m. in Catskill and charged with 
driving while intoxicated and ag-
gravated driving while intoxicat-
ed, both unclassified misdemean-
ors. He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Aeliana Boyer, 37, of 
Brooklyn, was arrested July 3 at 
4:08 a.m. in Cairo and charged 
with fifth-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance/
ketamine, a class D felony, and 
fourth-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance/halluci-
nogen, a class C felony. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Joseph Alexiou, 38, of 
Brooklyn, was arrested July 3 at 
4:08 a.m. in Cairo and charged 
with seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Joseph Schlosser, 51, of 
Leeds, was arrested July 3 at 2:11 
a.m. in Cairo and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, 
both unclassified misdemeanors. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Russell Brush, 37, of Earl-
ton, was arrested July 3 at 8:02 
p.m. in Durham and charged 
with first-degree aggravated unli-
censed operation of a motor vehi-
cle, a class E felony, and driving 
while intoxicated, an unclassified 
misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Justin West, 33, of Hud-
son, was arrested July 3 at 9:13 
p.m. in Catskill and charged with 
third-degree aggravated unli-
censed operation of a motor ve-
hicle, operation of a motor vehi-
cle with a blood-alcohol content 
over 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, all unclassified mis-

demeanors. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Justin Wheeler, 34, of 
Stockport, was arrested July 4 at 
4:53 a.m. in Durham and charged 
with resisting arrest, a class A 
misdemeanor, and third-degree 
aggravated unlicensed operation 
of a motor vehicle and driving 
while intoxicated, both unclas-
sified misdemeanors. He was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Igor Grebenyuk, 31, of 
Hunter, was arrested July 3 at 
8:25 p.m. in Hunter and charged 
with third-degree assault, a class 
A misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ James Buchanan, 50, of 
Athens, was arrested July 3 at 
5:33 p.m. in Athens and charged 
with driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. His ar-
restee status was not reported.

■ An unidentified 15 year old, 
of Freehold, was arrested July 
4 at 8:15 p.m. in Saugerties and 
charged with fourth-degree grand 
larceny/firearm/rifle/shotgun, a 
class E felony, and second-degree 
criminal possession of a weapon/
loaded firearm, a class C felony. 
They were issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ An unidentified 15-year-old, 
of Cairo, was arrested July 5 at 
6:01 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with fourth-degree grand larceny/
firearm/rifle/shotgun, a class E 
felony, and second-degree crimi-
nal possession of a weapon/load-
ed firearm, a class C felony. They 

were issued an appearance ticket.
■ Jason Stickle, 36, of Green-

ville, was arrested July 5 at 11 
p.m. in Greenville and charged 
with second-degree aggravated 
unlicensed operation of a motor 
vehicle, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was released on his 
own recognizance.

■ Raymond Castro, 45, of Sea-
ford, was arrested July 6 at 11:48 
a.m. in Catskill and charged with 
fourth-degree criminal posses-
sion of stolen property, a class E 
felony, and seventh-degree crim-
inal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class A misdemean-
or. He was held.

■ Nicole Conway, 41, of Me-
chanicville, was arrested July 7 
at 12:56 a.m. in Greenville and 
charged with seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance, a class A mis-
demeanor. She was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Shanelle Ordonez, 28, of 
the Bronx, was arrested July 6 
at 1:10 p.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with first-degree prison 
contraband and fifth-degree crim-
inal possession of a controlled 
substance, both class D felonies, 
and second-degree contraband to 
prisoners, a class A misdemeanor.

■ Matthew Wildman, 44, of 
Athens, was arrested July 6 at 
10:17 p.m. in Greenville and 
charged with operating a mo-
tor vehicle with a blood-alcohol 
content over 0.08% and driving 
while intoxicated, both unclassi-

fied misdemeanors.
■ Miguel Lopez Garcia, 30, of 

Poughkeepsie, was arrested July 7 
at 1:15 a.m. in Cairo and charged 
with aggravated driving while in-
toxicated with a child, a class E 
felony; endangering the welfare 
of a child, a class A misdemean-
or; and driving while intoxicated, 
an unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Samantha Steenburn, 27, of 
Catskill, was arrested July 7 at 
3:08 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with two counts of endangering 
the welfare of a child, a class A 
misdemeanor. She was released 
on her own recognizance.

■ James Deserio, 64, of 
Coxsackie, was arrested July 7 
at 8:23 p.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with manufacture of 
drug-related paraphernalia, sev-
enth-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance and sec-
ond-degree criminal use of drug 
paraphernalia, all class A misde-
meanors; and operating a motor 
vehicle impaired by drugs, an un-
classified misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Ethan Bass, 28, of Downs-
ville, was arrested July 8 at 8:56 
a.m. in Cairo and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, a 
class E felony, and fourth-degree 
criminal possession of a weapon/
intent to use, a class A misde-
meanor. He was issued an appear-
ance ticket.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
5 Palisades Dr. Ste.320  |  Albany, NY 12205

Not all financial companies are the same.
Ameriprise financial advisors have access to a wide selection of products 

and services including investment products, insurance, brokerage services 
and other solutions to help you meet your needs for education savings, 

protection, estate planning, retirement and more.

RECOGNIZED INDUSTRY LEADER

www.Ameripriseadvisors.com/team/sm-miller-associates/resources

O: 518.458.7200 x 109  |  F: 518.458.7201  |  M: 518.337.0898

UNITED
WITH YOU

During these challenging 
times, you can rely on your 
newspaper to provide 
details about any resources 
that may be available 
to assist those who are 
vulnerable and in-need.

Together we help one another.
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criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
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n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
5 Palisades Dr. Ste.320  |  Albany, NY 12205

Not all financial companies are the same.
Ameriprise financial advisors have access to a wide selection of products 

and services including investment products, insurance, brokerage services 
and other solutions to help you meet your needs for education savings, 

protection, estate planning, retirement and more.

RECOGNIZED INDUSTRY LEADER

www.Ameripriseadvisors.com/team/sm-miller-associates/resources

O: 518.458.7200 x 109  |  F: 518.458.7201  |  M: 518.337.0898

UNITED
WITH YOU

During these challenging 
times, you can rely on your 
newspaper to provide 
details about any resources 
that may be available 
to assist those who are 
vulnerable and in-need.

Together we help one another.

Send us your church listing!
news@greenville 

pioneer.com
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Carver Companies fundamental belief has been to provide 
unparalleled service all while maintaining our values of honesty 
and integrity both on land and sea. We pride ourselves on our 
unmatched logistics services and superior products to our 
customers, partners and tenants. We work hard to inspire our 
diverse, well-rounded workforce and management team to always 
perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism.

CONSTRUCTION MARITIME MATERIALS

The Pioneer of Integrative 
Solutions on Land and Sea

HEADQUARTERS: 494 WESTERN TURNPIKE | ALTAMONT, NY |  518.355.6034

WWW.CARVERCOMPANIES.COM

30+ Years
IN THE INDUSTRY

5 Ports
on the East Coast and Canada

2,000+ Pcs
OF EQUIPMENT

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CATSKILL — Three Greene County residents, including 
a Cairo man, were arrested on drug charges following a traf-
fi c stop in Catskill.

State troopers patrolling in Catskill stopped a 2006 Ford 
Fusion traveling east on Allen Street on June 25 at about 
1:48 a.m., according to a statement from state police.

The vehicle stopped after seeing the police car and the 
driver, later identifi ed as Jessica Collazo, 32, of Catskill, was 
seen walking away from the vehicle, police said.

“Collazo was instructed to return to the vehicle,” accord-
ing to police. “While speaking with troopers Collazo at-
tempted to fl ee and ran towards the rear of the vehicle where 
another trooper was interviewing a passenger from the vehi-
cle, identifi ed as Albert Clark, age 33, from Cairo, NY.”

As Collazo was being taken into custody, troopers say 
they saw several clear plastic bags of crack-cocaine on the 
ground near Collazo and Clark. Both were placed under ar-
rest.

A third person in the vehicle, Laura Jackson, 59, of 
Catskill, was asked to leave the vehicle and was interviewed 
by troopers before she was arrested.

“A search of the vehicle yielded multiple crack smoking 
devices containing crack-cocaine,” police said.

Clark and Collazo were charged with fi fth-degree crim-
inal possession of a controlled substance, fourth-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled substance, third-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled substance and tamper-
ing with physical evidence, all felonies; and seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled substance and criminal 
use of drug paraphernalia, both misdemeanors.

They were arraigned in Cairo Town Court. Collazo was 
released on her own recognizance and Clark was remanded 
to the Greene County Jail.

Jackson was charged with seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, a misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket and released.

Three county 
residents face drug 

charges after 
traffic stop

Alexander C. “Zan” Bryant, Jr.
HOLLYWOOD, FL – Alexander 

C. “Zan” Bryant, Jr., 89, passed 
away on Friday, June 24, 2022, 
at his summer residence in 
Freehold with his family at his 
side.

Zan was born in Albany on 
Sept. 20, 1932, son of the 
late Alexander and Pearl Winn 
Bryant. The family lived in South 
Westerlo, where Mr. Bryant ran 
a grocery store. 

Zan graduated from Green-
ville Central School. He was a 
decorated Korean War veteran, 
serving as a sergeant with the 
United States Marines. Follow-
ing honorable discharge, he 
returned to the family grocery 
store. He and his father pur-
chased a large tract of land and 
established Bryant’s Square 
in Greenville, and the adjacent 
Country Estates residential 
development.  

Never one to sit idle, Zan was 
involved in many other projects, 
a true entrepreneur. He was a 
member of Greenville American 
Legion Post 291 and served on 

many corporate and community 
advisory boards. He was an avid 
hunter, played an occasional 
round of golf, loved baseball 
and was a diehard fan of the St. 
Louis Cardinals.

Zan is survived by his loving 
wife, Alice Merlin Bryant; son, 
Garth (Theresa) Bryant; step-
sons, Bobby (Lynne) Clifford, 
Richard Clifford, and Rory 
Clifford; granddaughters, Jea-
nette Bryant Borman and Jamie 
Bryant Snyder; step-grand-
daughter, Riverlin Shea Clifford; 

great-grandchildren, Luke, Ga-
brielle, and Emma Borman, and 
Cole Snyder; many nephews 
and one niece. In addition to his 
parents, Zan was predeceased 
by his daughter, Beth Bryant 
Savino; grandson, Michael 
Bryant; stepson, Ronnie Clifford; 
and sister, Thelma Bailey 
Young.

Calling hours were Friday, 
July 1, from 1-3 p.m. and 5-7 
p.m., with the American Legion 
service at 6:30 p.m., at A.J. 
Cunningham Funeral Home, 
4898 State Route 81, Green-
ville.  Cremation will follow. 
Burial of his ashes, with Military 
Honors, took place on Tuesday, 
July 5, at 1 p.m. in Greenville 
Cemetery.  

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations to Greenville Ameri-
can Legion Post 291, P.O. Box 
332, Greenville, NY 12083, or 
the Northeast Kidney Founda-
tion, 22 Colvin Ave., Albany, 
NY 12206, will be appreciated. 
Condolence page is available at 
ajcunninghamfh.com.

Alexander Bryant

Obituaries

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CAIRO — The employee 
shortage that has struck across 
many industries has now come to 
local mental health resources.

Jason Fredenberg, director of 
community services and the men-
tal health department for Greene 
County, told the county Legisla-
ture July 6 that a number of un-
fi lled job positions is forcing the 
agency to reduce available ser-
vices for new, non-acute clients.

“Currently the demand for our 
services is really quite high and 
we are very much struggling with 
a staffi ng shortage — it is hitting 
us very hard,” Fredenberg told 
the Legislature. “I know this is af-
fecting lots of businesses all over 
the place, but certainly the mental 
health community is struggling 
with that across the state as well.”

The agency has a number of 
vacant positions and very few 
applicants seeking those jobs, he 
added.

The shortage has left Greene 
County Mental Health struggling 
to meet the needs in the commu-
nity.

“We are at a point where we 
are really having a hard time 
keeping up with demand,” Fre-
denberg said. 

The agency consulted with 
New York State Offi ce of Mental 
Health to see what can be done to 
remedy the situation.

“We need to hold off, tempo-
rarily — this is a temporary mea-
sure — hold off on taking non-
acute clients with referrals to the 
clinic,” Fredenberg said. “We are 
required and still able to see all 
people who are being discharged 
from the hospital — by regula-
tion, anyone being discharged 
from a psychiatric unit we need to 
see within fi ve business days. We 
will continue seeing those folks, 
and also a few other unusual cir-
cumstances and classifi cations 
of clients that we are required to 
take, but the general person who 
calls up the clinic and wants to 
engage our services that are not 
acute, we need to refer them out 
to community providers right 
now because we simply can’t 
keep up with the demand.”

The move will be temporary, 
Fredenberg stressed, and the sit-
uation could be resolved by Sep-
tember.

“We have a little bit of light at 
the end of the tunnel because we 

have two people that we are in the 
process of hiring,” Fredenberg 
said. “There are multiple steps for 
them to go through in getting their 
license through the state because 
they are recent graduates, and 
with our HR (human resources) 
process, we are hoping they will 
both be on by September, which 
should help.”

Two graduate students are 
also expected to join the depart-
ment in September as interns, 
which could also help to alleviate 
the strain, he added.

“Just to give you an idea what 
the demand is and what we are 
dealing with — our children’s 
services team, we have over 30 
new intakes coming in and we 
are booked out until October, and 
on our adult side, we are booking 
intakes in August, but we have 61 
on the waiting list right now that 
are waiting to be assigned. We are 
really maxxed right now.”

Legislator Harry Lennon, 
D-Cairo, said he has seen the 
mental health building, which 
is located next to Angelo Canna 
Town Park in Cairo, dealing with 
high demand.

“I have seen this at your of-
fi ce — at 9 o’clock, you are al-
ready extremely busy, right at 9 
o’clock,” Lennon said. “I have 
seen this coming and I think you 
are defi nitely going beyond. We 
thank you and your staff.”

Individuals who call the de-
partment asking for assistance 
will be screened before they are 
referred to another agency, Fre-
denberg said in answer to a legis-
lator’s question.

“We screen for all major risk 
factors — those who could be 
a potential danger to others — 
we screen for all that,” he said. 
“Sometimes someone calls and it 
sounds like a non-acute case, but 
as soon as you scratch the surface 
a little and hear a little bit more 
about what is going on, you re-
alize maybe they can’t wait until 
October. We also have staff reach 
out to people who are on the wait-
ing list and check on them and 
check their status and see if they 
are still interested in getting ser-
vices, because sometimes people 
change their mind.”

The Greene County Mental 
Health Department currently has 
a case load of 70 adult clients and 
50 children ages 5 and up, Fre-
denberg said.

Worker shortage 
stymies mental 
health agency

• The following students were named to the dean’s 
list for the spring 2022 semester at SUNY New Paltz: 
Isabella Antonelli, of Greenville; Djuna Dechert, of 
Earlton; Haley Imbesi, of Cairo; and Bridget Rose, of 
Westerlo.

• Olivia Gorneau, of Freehold, earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in biomedical engineering with highest 
honors from the Georgia Institute of Technology.

• Nylah Interrante, of Round Top, Part-Time Honors 
at SUNY Canton.

• Earlton resident Eli Larson received President’s 
List Honors at SUNY Canton. Larson is a mechatronics 
technology major.

• The following local students graduated from 
Clarkson University: Jarrett Field, of Freehold, received 
a Bachelor of Science degree in aeronautical engineer-
ing; Seamus O’Hanlon Kappel, of Freehold, received 
a Bachelor of Science degree in civil engineering; and 
Maxwell Davis, of Freehold, received a Bachelor of 
Science degree with distinction in communication, me-
dia and design, with a digital art minor.

• Cairo resident Jordan Metzler was given the 
Award for Excellence in Political Science at Hudson 
Valley Community College. The award is given by the 
Department of Education and Social Sciences to the 
most outstanding member of the graduating class who 
is pursuing the study of political science.

• Madison Marcello, of Greenville, was named to 
the dean’s list at Lincoln Memorial University.

• The following students were named to the dean’s 
list at University at Albany for the spring 2022 semester: 
Tess Fitzmaurice, Isabella Trostle and William Connol-
ly, all of Greenville; Jordan Castaldo, Gabrielle Cody, 
Colin Laclair, Athena McIndoo, Natalie Wysokows-
ki, all of Cairo; James Hardy, of South Cairo; Adrian 
Bermejo, of Freehold; Lauren Matter, of Earlton; Lily 
Makely and Laney Bruck, of Round Top; and Connor 
Greco, of Acra.

• Jared Spring, of Greenville, and Alexa Ray of Cai-
ro, received dean’s letter of commendation from Uni-
versity at Albany.

College and Military Corner
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Jan’s 
Country Cuts

Walk-Ins Welcome
Call for an appointment

(518) 966-8349

4841 NY-81 Greenville, NY
WED - SAT: OPEN 9:30AM-5PM • SUN - TUE: CLOSED

unvaccinated individuals must wear a mask

BOOTH RENTERS CAN APPLY!

SHOUT OUTS!

Shout it out to a family member, 
friend, business or group of people.

Message could be an I love you, congratulations, 
happy birthday, cheer on a team or person.

ADVERTISE ON OUR NEW PAGE

for more information
CALL 413.212.0130

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
State Sen. Michelle Hinchey, D-46, second from right, at the Veterans Resource Fair at the Greenville American 
Legion Post.

22 Hope Plaza, Coxsackie, NY 12192

Online Booking: 
SoulSerenitySpa.org

Full Body 
Waxing

Nails and 
Massages

Book with 
Savanah

518.545.8452

By Aaron Clause
For Capital Region Independent Media

If you haven’t taken a trip down 
to the shelter in the past few years, 
then you may not have had the plea-
sure of seeing one of the new shel-
ter’s pride and joy locations: our 
free-roaming cat rooms.

Circa 1999, “Cat Room #2,” as 
it was called, was fi lled with cages, 
as was Cat Room #1. At some point 
in 1999, the cages were removed 
from Room #2 as it began the tran-
sition into what was to become our 
fi rst free-roam room. 

This room was designed with 
many purposes in mind, the pri-
mary one being for the love and 
well-being of our feline compan-
ions, whose happiness seemed to 
grow exponentially while allowed 
to meander in cat trees and cubbies, 
free from the burden of cages. The 
rave reviews from staff, volunteers 
and the public alike confi rmed that 
the free-roam room was an indis-
pensable attribute to the shelter.

As the room gave a more spa-
cious atmosphere than the typical 
confi nement (a 2-foot cubical cage 
with one opening), the cat-per-foot 
ratio dramatically decreased in free-
roam, in turn making the cleanli-
ness-per-foot dramatically increase. 

Cats in free-roam are lucky 
enough to not be confi ned to a 
small area that is forced to maintain 
a bed, a dining table and a potty in 
4 square feet of living space. If a lit-
tle food or water or litter is spilled 
in free-roam, kitties can walk away 
without getting it in their paws, and 
it’s easier for humans to get into the 
corners and clean the messes up, 
too.

The cats that are allowed into 
free-roam are frequently in one or 
more of three classes: elderly cats 
(the “senior citizens” premise!), 
cats that have been with us the lon-
gest (they deserve a chance to space 
out a bit), and under-socialized cats 
(who would otherwise sit in the 
back of their cages forever and nev-
er get adopted). 

Allowing these to socialize free-

ly with other cats gives them com-
fort and, in turn, naturally makes 
them more appealing to adopters.

Fast forward to 2014, and our 
new shelter was designed with not 
one but TWO free-roaming cat 
rooms… with both having access 
to a safely contained outdoor cat 
play area. Anyone who swings by 
our facility – at any time of year – 
can see a kitty or two or 10 enjoy-
ing a breath of fresh air outdoors or 
curled up in any of dozens of nooks 
and crannies or maybe sunning 
themselves by one of our large win-
dows inside. 

Our two rooms can maintain a 
capacity of two dozen kitties just 
waiting for the right person to come 
by and call their own!

By far, the most important rea-
son behind having a free-roam 
room is that, time and time again, 
it has been proven that an animal’s 
state of mental health directly af-
fects their physical health, and cats 
that are in these rooms are HAP-
PY there, even if they were trou-
bled before. They are comfortable, 
knowing they can sit on the fl oor, or 
on the counter, or in a kitty tent or 
tunnel, or up in a tree. They can eat 
at their leisure. They can stay away 
from those they don’t like, and 
snuggle with those they do. 

Our free-roam cats are the 
healthiest felines in the whole shel-
ter. Isn’t it remarkable to give so 
many homeless animals the chance 
to be content?

We’d love to have you come see 
our free-roam rooms and get your 
opinion… and while you’re at it, 
maybe fi nd the perfect furry buddy 
that’s missing from your couch at 
home!

APB: Our Food Bank is in dire 
need of cat food… especially bags 
of dry food. The needs of our fe-
lines are greater than ever, and it’s 
our commitment that our food bank 
will never run dry!

Aaron Clause is an adminis-
trative assistant at the Colum-
bia-Greene Humane Society/
SPCA. He can be reached at cgh-
saaron@gmail.com.

Free-roaming 
cat rooms

Soft Paws

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — A resource 
fair held at Greenville American 
Legion Post 291 brought services 
and programs directly to veterans 
who can use them.

The Veterans Resource Fair, 
co-hosted by state Sen. Michelle 
Hinchey, D-46, and Assembly-
man Chris Tague, R-102, featured 
information from organizations 
as diverse as the Greene County 
Veterans Service Agency, Albany 
Therapeutic Riding Center, Nev-
ins Insurance Agency, Blue Star 
Mothers and numerous state and 
county agencies, among other 
groups.

The purpose of the fair was 
to bring available services and 
programs directly to veterans and 
let them know what resources are 
available.

Similar resource fairs aiding 
veterans have been hosted in near-

by communities including Cairo 
in November and Athens in Feb-
ruary.

“I am incredibly proud that 
this will be our third Veterans Re-
source Fair held in Greene County 
and that we are creating events that 
make it easy for local veterans and 
their families — especially those 
in our hard-to-reach rural areas — 
to access a one-stop shop where 
they can meet face to face with 
the organizations that provide ser-
vices, support and jobs,” Hinchey 
said.

Making available resources 
accessible and informing veterans 
is key to making sure those who 
have served can get the services 
they need, the state senator said.

“I want to thank all of our great 
partner organizations for working 
with my offi ce to deliver this re-
source fair today, and for helping 
us seamlessly connect the dots be-
tween the important services they 

provide and our veteran communi-
ty,” Hinchey noted.

The fair was held June 23.
Many of the same organiza-

tions have participated in all three 
of the veterans’ resource fairs held 
in Greene County this year, includ-
ing Blue Star Mothers, a group of 
mothers with children on active 
service in the military, or whose 
children are veterans, that supports 
the troops. Soldier On is a group 
that advocates for homeless veter-
ans and fi nding them transitional 
housing and support services.

County agencies also partici-
pated in the resource fair, includ-
ing Greene County Mental Health 
and the Greene County Veterans 
Service Agency, along with state 
agencies such as the state’s Offi ce 
of Mental Health, Offi ce of Gen-
eral Service – Disabled Veterans’ 
Business Development, and the 
state comptroller’s Offi ce of Un-
claimed Funds, among others.

Resource fair aids veterans 
in accessing services
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13640 US RT 9W
HANNACROIX, NY
WWW.CA-ALBRIGHT.COM

Fuel Oil with a 30 Mile Delivery Service & Competitive Pricing
OR Switch from Oil to LP/Natural Gas - same day in some cases!

OUR FORMULA FOR SUCCESS IS VERY SIMPLE:
Low Prices + Quality Products + Great Service = Happy Customers

HAPPINESS IS A WARM PUPPY
AND A WARM HEART

518-756-3127

www.facebook.com/GreenvillePioneer

By Pat Larsen
For Capital Region Independent Media

How often you get that “gut” feel-
ing that informs you either positively or 
negatively about a project you’re about 
to undertake? Or perhaps you’re con-
templating making a major purchase but 
still feel a sense of uncertainty that you 
causes you to hesitate. 

Well, that’s your sense of intuition at 
work.

Basically, it is an instinct that you are 
born with and utilize both consciously 
and unconsciously throughout your life.

When our intuition and intellect are 
in harmony with each other, there real-
ly is no problem that you can’t resolve. 
This blockbuster combination of our 
subtle character emerges as our creative 
intelligence, a blend of our capacity for 

reasoning coupled with a 
deep trust in gut feelings. 

In the flow of thought 
and then action that results 
in resolving our “ques-
tions” or “problems” in 
this way, it becomes ob-
vious quickly how simple 
and effective the answers 
present themselves.

Intuition is actually a 
constellation of cues, phys-
ical cues, that responds to 
subtle body language, the 
tone of your voice, the pal-
pable energy you might feel being given 
off from the people or situation around 
you that is often felt in your “gut” but 
not totally confined to that area either. 

It’s your “instinct” communicating 
with you.

That’s an aspect of 
our animal nature that’s 
cued into our survival and 
growth. If you’re interested 
in tapping into that instinct 
more readily when an issue 
presents itself, you might 
try, first, identifying your 
need to slow down your 
breathing and then sharpen 
your focus and your atten-
tion on the physical sensa-
tions you’re experiencing.

Let’s consider some 
practical subjects first by 

thinking back to a time when your gut 
was sending up flares about traveling 
during an impending storm.

That’s a very common concern and 
fear associated with gut feelings that I 
hear voiced from those I have worked 
with. Often this anxiety is the result of 
a former experience that may not have 
gone well when the decision was made 
to travel without listening to that nag-
ging gut feeling. But then how would a 
previous experience relate to a current 
impending storm and your decision to 
make a travel plan?

The answer lies within the two areas 
I mentioned.

Your physical cues (where that con-
cern was living inside your body at the 
moment) and your intellect.

Right there in the middle lies the an-
swer as to what you’d be comfortable 
with doing. 

In addition to your intuitive feelings, 
you can get more information on which 
to base your choices and decisions by 
doing more research. Consult books, the 

internet, websites, current live broad-
casts, comparative charts, friends, fam-
ily, etc., depending on what the subject 
matter is.

Sometimes a solution may be found 
in simply walking away, sleeping on it, 
contemplating it for a few days and ask-
ing yourself if an answer was required 
immediately or could it quite possibly be 
OK to wait. 

Giving your gut a chance to catch up 
with your intellect often results in unex-
pected insight that helps you discern the 
best choice among all the possibilities 
available to you.

Practice these two concepts the next 
time a situation presents itself. When 
there is a congruity or balance between 
mind and intuition, coupled with a 
healthy dose of patience, you will tap 
into a greater deeper wisdom within 
yourself. 

Wellness Corner: Fresh fruit and 
vegetables are more available now at 
our local farms, markets, grocers. Fresh 
cherries are abundant, and they are a 
great resource for joint health. Grab a 
few pounds and enjoy a handful every 
day. Pit the rest and freeze fresh for win-
ter food storage when the cold, damp 
weather impacts our arthritis even more 
aggressively. 

Pat Larsen is a licensed fitness in-
structor, Monday and Thursday mornings 
at The Shamrock House, East Durham. 
She is also a nationally certified hyp-
no-therapist and uses multi-disciplinary 
tools to help you live well. Contact Pat 
for more information at 518-275-8686 
or email Pelarsen5@aol.com.

Tapping into our intuition
Body Mind and Spirit... Connections

Pat Larsen

BODY MIND AND SPIRIT

Treat a Friend to a Round @ Rainbow – ON US!
Pay your greens fee, rent a cart, and your friend golfs with you for FREE* 

* Both golfers must sign up to receive our 
updates and offers by email. Offer good 
for 1 free round of golf only per person.

RAINBOW RESORT & GOLF CLUB 
3822 County Rte. 26, Greenville, NY 12083
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses
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RAVENA – The Lafarge 
Ravena cement plant is marking 
its 60th anniversary this year.

The plant’s groundbreak-
ing was in 1961 by the original 
company, Atlantic Cement Co., 
and the facility, now owned by 
Holcim, has become one of the 
area’s largest employers since 
that time, according to company 
offi cials.

At a May 19, 1961, ceremo-
ny attended by 1,000 dignitar-
ies, elected offi cials and local 
residents, then-Gov. Nelson A. 
Rockefeller broke ground on a 
$64 million facility.

“Now you’ll see a real boom 
in the area!” Rockefeller report-
edly said at the time, according 
to the company.

According to a 1961 report 
in The Troy Record, Rockefeller 
“turned the fi rst shovel-full of 
earth on a limestone-abundant 
site near the Hudson River and 
stated: ‘The enormous produc-
tion capacity of this plant will 
undoubtedly draw many large 
and small companies to the en-
virons, and as a result, employ-
ment will rise considerably.’” 

The plant began operating in 
1962. Sixty years later, the Rav-
ena plant employs approximate-
ly 160 full-time workers. 

It is the largest employer 
and largest property taxpayer 
in southern Albany County, ac-
cording to the company.

“We have come a long way 
since that historic day when 
Gov. Rockefeller fi rst broke 
ground in Ravena, and I am 
proud of the work we have done 
to fulfi ll his prediction of this 
facility’s signifi cant econom-
ic impact,” said plant manager 
Dave MacLauchlin. “We have 

much more to do, and we look 
forward to playing a key role in 
building the state’s green energy 
and sustainable economies over 
the next 60 years.”  

Heather Briccetti, president 
and CEO of The Business Coun-
cil of New York State, said the 
company has made major con-
tributions to the industry and 
to the local economy over the 
years. 

“The Business Council ap-
plauds the leadership of the 
Ravena cement plant and their 
employees for the hard work 
that has brought them to this 
milestone moment and for their 
ongoing commitment to the lo-
cal community,” Briccetti said. 
“We are proud to call them a 
member of The Business Coun-
cil and proud of the innova-
tions and technology they have 
brought to the plant over the 

past several years. We will con-
tinue our support for plant man-
ager Dave MacLauchlin and his 
team as they strive to support 
the state’s sustainability goals.” 

Since its opening in 1962, 
the Ravena plant has produced 
materials for numerous infra-
structure projects and some 
of the most iconic landmarks 
across the Northeast, including 
the One World Trade Center 
Memorial; Giants Stadium in 
Rutherford, New Jersey; and the 
Mario M. Cuomo Bridge. 

“Lafarge has been an import-
ant economic driver in Albany 
County over the past 60 years,” 
said Capital Region Chamber 
President and CEO Mark Ea-
gan. “The Lafarge plant sup-
ports scores of good-paying 
manufacturing jobs as it pro-
duces cement for key infrastruc-
ture projects statewide. Lafarge 

is a strong community partner; 
we look forward to witnessing 
the continued evolution and en-
gagement of the company over 
the next 60 [years].”

In September 2017, the Rav-
ena plant completed a three-year, 
multimillion-dollar moderniza-
tion project aimed at improving 
effi ciency. The project produced 
up to 800 construction jobs and 
generated $170 million to the 
local economy, according to the 
company. 

The modernization project 
focused on a new kiln line that 
exceeds strict state and federal 
emissions limits. 

“As a member of the Beth-
lehem Chamber for 14 years, 
Lafarge (Holcim) continues to 
be a strong factor not only for 
local development, but in North 
America and overseas,” said El-
len Nesbitt, interim president 
of the Bethlehem Chamber of 
Commerce. “We applaud the 
company for the measures they 
are taking toward net zero car-
bon emissions; the investment 
in modernizing the Ravena 
plant; and the leadership and 
employees’ willingness to give 
back to their community.”

Assemblyman Chris Tague, 

R-102, said the company has 
contributed to the local econo-
my and has driven growth and 
employment in the area. 

“For the past 60 years, the 
Ravena cement plant has ben-
efi tted the lives of countless 
people who live in and travel 
through the state, playing an 
instrumental role in our state’s 
many infrastructural undertak-
ings,” Tague said. “The facility 
provides over 100 good-paying, 
family-supporting jobs on-site, 
and its operations have spurred 
the creation of dozens of addi-
tional businesses. I congratu-
late Plant Manager Dave Ma-
cLauchlin and the Ravena team 
as they celebrate their 60-year 
milestone and look forward to 
their future contributions to our 
communities and company suc-
cesses.”

Lafarge is a member of Hol-
cim US, which offers a range 
of cement, aggregates, asphalt, 
concrete products and construc-
tion services that have been the 
foundation for infrastructure 
projects across the globe. 

For more information, please 
visit https://www.lafargeravena-
connect.com/ and https://www.
holcim.us/.

34 Hope Plaza, 
West Coxsackie, NY 12192

518-731-4800

TWO LOCATIONS:
4852 Route 81, 

Greenville, NY 12083

518-966-4800

Voted The Best Pharmacy in 
Greene County For Two Years Running. 

This award ceremony is put on by Greene County Chamber 
of Commerce and voted on by Greene County residents.

MEDICATION SERVICES
• Prescription Refills and Transfers
• Home Delivery
• Compounding
• Compounding for Pets
• Durable Medical Equipment
• Erectile Dysfunction Medication
• Immunizations
• Medication Adherence
• Medication Synchronization
• Medication Therapy Management
• Prescriptions for Pets
• Supplies for Physician offices

OVER THE COUNTER
• Pain Medication
• Cold and Allergy Medication
• Vitamins and Supplements
• Oral Health Products
• Feminine Hygiene Products
• First Aid Items
• Cosmetics
• School and Office Supplies
• Infant Care
• Hair Care
• Shower and Bath Items
• Sunscreen and Bug Spray

CARDS & GIFTS
• Home Decor
• Greeting Cards
• Special Occasion Items
• Seasonal Gifts
• Kid’s Toys
• Candles
• Gift Cards
• Scarves, Purses and Tote Bags

Cartaway, LLC is located in Glenmont, NY

518-439-0533

Dumpster Rentals Made Easy!
Commercial & Residential

• Construction • Demolition • Roofing • Clean-Out Work

Lafarge cement plant marks 60th anniversary year

COURTESY OF HOLCIM    
An aerial photo during the plant’s construction. It went operational in 1962 
and is marking its 60th anniversary this year.

COURTESY OF HOLCIM    
he Lafarge Ravena plant back in 1961 when it was under construction. The 
original company was Atlantic Cement Co.

Summer 
2022 Events:

JULY 20
Yoga for Gardening 

with Pamela Martin at 
Mountain Top Arboretum

JULY 23-24
Arts Around 

Greeneville Studio Tour
Greeneville

JULY 28-31
The Greene County Youth Fair 

Angelo Canna Park

JULY 30
The American String Quartet 
Doctorow Center for the Arts

VISIT greatcatskillsevents.com 
FOR MORE DETAILS



8	 	 													The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  July 15, 2022

Chasin’ Racin’

By Mark Kane
For Capital Region Independent Media

For the fi rst time, the (STSS) 
Short Track Super Series made 
its way into Vermont for the 
$10,000-to-win Slate Valley 50 
at “New England’s Fastest Dirt 
Track,” Devil’s Bowl Speedway, 
and Matt Sheppard picked up his 
fi rst-ever Devil’s Bowl win.  

For Sheppard, it was a great 
weekend picking up wins at Uti-
ca Rome on Friday and Orange 
County on Saturday on their new 
racing surface. 

It has been some time since I 
made my way through the beauti-
ful countryside on my way to the 
historic facility. In fact, it was back 
in 2000. What a race that was as 
the teacher Jack Johnson in the 
Bryon Goewey-owned #20 put on 
a clinic on how to drive on a slick 
racing surface and his students 
Billy Decker and Dave Camera 
would fi nish second and third in 
the USNA 200-lap event that at the 
end of the year would fi nd Jump-
in’ Jack Johnson winning three of 
eight events and the USNA Cham-
pionship.                                                   

DEVIL’S BOWL 
SPEEDWAY

The Devil’s Bowl Speedway 
is a beautiful facility just over the 
New York border in West Haven 
under the watchful eye of own-
er Mike Brunno. The track is a 
half-mile, semi-banked with long 
straights and a very smooth racing 
surface with a weekly fi eld of 602 
Modifi eds also on the card.

But the one thing all promoters 
have no control over is the weath-
er and we as dirt racing fans know 
wind, sun and daytime racing 
makes for a dry slick racing sur-
face and that is what it was.

Hot laps hit the track just after 
4 p.m. and I was on the road be-
fore the sun went down and that 
included watching the fi rst Sports-
man event. From the drop of the 
green fl ags for hot laps the show 
was run right off without a hitch 
with very little down time, only 
for a little track prep and letting 
the fi ne crowd stretch their legs. 
As one heat came off the track the 
next set was ready to go.  

Brett Deyo’s STSS staff and 
the Devil’s Bowl staff worked 
together as a well-oiled machine 
getting the cars to the track.

A fi eld of 32 Bob Hilbert Short 
Track Super Series Fueled by SU-
NOCO Modifi eds made their way 
to the pits for Round 5 of the River 
Valley Builders STSS North Re-
gion. Picking up heat wins were 
Matt Sheppard, Demetrios Drel-
los, Brett Haas and Marc John-
son, along with the $150 Five 55 
Enterprises Bonus that went with 
it as Roger Henion picked up the 
consi win. 

By the luck of the draw Matt 
Sheppard would be the pole sitter 
and grab the early lead in the green 
to checker 50-lap feature with 

outside pole sitter 14-year-old 
second-generation driver Derrick 
McGrew holding down second 
and Mat Williamson sitting third. 

Finding the dry slick condi-
tions to his liking, Sheppard quick-
ly opened up a lead on the fi eld as 
McGrew also put some distance 
between himself and Williamson 
as Anthony Perrago and Deme-
trios Drellos were in the top 5 as 
third-place driver Erick Rudolph 
fell to sixth. The young McGrew 
was peddling his Modifi ed for all 
it had as Williamson started to 
close the gap as the racing inside 
the top 5 was starting to heat up. 

As the laps clicked away, Shep-
pard’s lead grew as Williamson 
started to pressure McGrew for 
second and Perrago was working 
on Williamson with Drellos and 
Rudolph racing hard. Out front 
Sheppard worked his way into 
lap traffi c as Williamson was now 
all over the rear deck of McGrew 
and made the pass to the second 
position with a great move in turn 
1 as Drellos worked on the 44 of 
Perrago.  

With the great racing out front, 
mid-pack Mike Mahaney, Marc 
Johnson, Stewart Friesen and Max 
McLaughlin were in a tight battle 
as on this day starting position 
was the name of the game. It now 
was Drellos who would make his 
move and work his way to fourth 
around Perrago and wasted little 
time getting past McGrew to take 
over third. 

With Sheppard now in heavy 
lap traffi c as the lap cars were 
racing for position, the lead for 
Sheppard was shrinking and by 
the halfway mark Williamson was 
within striking distance as Mc-
Grew was falling back. With 25 
down and 25 to go it was Shep-
pard, Williamson, Drellos — who 
has turned many laps at the track 
in the past as a regular including 
a track championship — Perrago 
and Rudolph, with 12th starting 
Tim Fuller, who was fast in his 
heat, holding down the sixth spot 
and McGrew still holding on in-
side the top 10. 

As the leaders worked through 
traffi c, Drellos was now all over 
the rear deck of Williamson and 
starting to put heavy pressure on 
the second-place runner as they 
started a heated battle with Drel-
los getting the spot and William-
son coming right back to gain the 
spot back two laps later. As tight 
as the racing was mid-pack, they 
were now racing side by side for 
position, as were the lap cars that 
were also racing position.  

Back up front the battle for 
second continued as they swapped 
the position, giving Sheppard a 
chance to work lap traffi c and in-
crease his lead once again. As the 
laps clicked away and Sheppard 
with a more comfortable lead, it 
was anything but comfortable for 
second as Williamson, Drellos and 
Perrago battled hard for second, 

with Rudolph sitting in fi fth with 
the best seat in the house, watch-
ing the battle and looking for rac-
ing room. 

Coming out of turn 2 the trio 
went 3-wide down the back stretch 
with Williamson getting the spot 
with Drellos and Perrago ready to 
pounce. As they were closing in 
on the last few laps, with William-
son in second, Perrago worked his 
way to second only to once again 
fi nd Drellos come back and retake 
the spot. Sheppard held on for the 
win with Williamson, Drellos, 
Perrago — who had won the last 
STSS event in Bloomsburgh Fair 
Raceway in Pennsylvania — and 
Rudolph rounding out the top 5.                                                                      

Slate Valley Results Summa-
ry – Devil’s Bowl Speedway June 
19, 2022

Bob Hilbert Sportswear Short 
Track Super Series Fueled By Su-
noco River Valley Builders North 
Region Round No. 5 Feature Fin-
ish (50 laps): MATT SHEPPARD, 
Mat Williamson, Demetrios Drel-
los, Anthony Perrego, Erick Ru-
dolph, Tim Fuller, Jimmy Phelps, 
Mike Mahaney, Max McLaughlin, 
Stewart Friesen, Andy Bachetti, 
Marc Johnson, Bobby Hackel, 
Brett Haas, Derrick McGrew, Tan-
ner Siemons, Robert Bublak, Rog-
er Henion, Dan Creeden, Adam 
Pierson, Randy Green, David 
Schilling, J.R. Hurlburt, Richard 
Smith, Danny Tyler, Neil Stratton 
and Daniel Morgiewicz.        

ALBAY SARATOGA 
SPEEDWAY

On Friday night at “The Great 
Race Place,” Albany Saratoga 
Speedway, it was former two-time 
track champion Marc Johnson, 
popular driver of the 3J, picking 
up his fi rst win of the year in the 
NAPA Modifi ed feature. So far in 
2022 it has been a tough year, but 
maybe this is what the Guilder-
land driver needed to get his sea-
son back on track. Having a two-
week-old chassis can’t hurt either.  

At the drop of the green it was 
Scott Huber grabbing the early 
lead and started to walk away from 
the fi eld as Johnson, who start-
ed eighth, was on the move and 
working his way to the front and 
coming fast as he was in second 
by lap 6. With a clear track ahead, 
Johnson started to reel in Huber on 
another smooth fast racing surface 
that both fans and drivers have 
gotten accustomed to.  

On the move from his 12th 
starting position was the hottest 
driver in the Capital District, Matt 
DeLorenzo, as Adam Pierson and 
Jack Lehner, who was behind the 
wheel of a brand new DKM Chas-
sis machine. The run for Johnson 
got easier as the leaders started to 
work their way through lap traffi c 
as Johnson was getting through 
the traffi c better than Huber.  

With Johnson on the bottom 
down the back stretch and Huber 
on top, Huber was slowed by a 

lap car as Johnson powered by his 
way into turn 3 and into the lead. 
Lap 20 found the fi eld tighten up 
as the caution was out. On the re-
start it was DeLorenzo making a 
statement as he quickly worked 
his way down the back chute to be 
the new second-place car, some-
thing Johnson did not need.  

A series of yellows, a little 
beating and banging between 
Demetrios Drellos and Mike Ma-
haney that brought out the fi nal 
caution would keep DeLorenzo 
close, but Johnson was keeping 
the new 3J wound up on the out-
side and turned the DeLorenzo 3D 
back and picked up his fi rst win of 
the year with DeLorenzo, Adam 
Pierson, Jack Lehner and Jessey 
Mueller rounding out the top 5. 

In other action, Tim Hartman 
Jr. became the All-Time Sports-
man win leader with a last lap, last 
turn pass on Tyler Rapp, who was 
looking for his very fi rst win. Fol-
lowing the leaders to the line were 
Cody Ochs, Andrew Buff and 
Brian Calabrese rounding out the 
Sportsman top 5. 

In the Pro Stocks it was Rob 
Yetman picking up the win in an 
exciting feature with Jason Casey, 
Kim Duell, Scott Towslee, and 
Luke Horning rounding out the 
top 5 after being involved in a turn 
one crash earlier in the event. 

The Limited Sportsman found 
Mike Parodi in for the win while 
Mark Bush won the Street Stocks 
and Jon Sheppard the 4 Cylinders.

FONDA SPEEDWAY
At Fonda Speedway it seemed 

more like October than June with 
a chill in the air, but the on-track 
action was as hot as the weather 
was cold. 

What a difference a week 
makes. Last week, Mark 
Mortensen picked up the Sports-
man feature win and this week he 
was involved in an early tangle in 
turn two that brought out the red 
fl ag, ending his night. 

Just the opposite in the SU-
NOCO Modifi eds as last week it 
was Dave Constantino bringing 
out back-to-back cautions and his 
night ended early and this week he 
picked up his fi rst win since 2019 
in dominating fashion after grab-
bing the lead on the initial green. 

The DKM boys had the #34 on 
rails running the high side as Chris 
Curtis, who was running second, 
had nothing for the leader. On the 
move was Rocky Warner from the 
third row starting spot and took 
over third down the back stretch, 
setting his sights on Curtis as 
Demetrios Drellos quickly moved 
to fourth from his ninth starting 
spot. Out front Constantino was 
rim riding the high side and con-
tinued to check out from the fi eld 
as Warner took the second spot 
from Curtis coming out of turn 4. 

As the laps clicked away Con-
stantino was now in lap traffi c on 
the smooth fast surface, but War-
ner was cutting into his lead and 

was the faster car in traffi c as Ron-
nie Johnson had moved his way 
into the top 5. Just outside the top 
5 Bobby Varin, current point lead-
er Matt DeLorenzo, and two-time 
winner Craig Hanson were in a 
heavy battle. Out front Constan-
tino had cleared traffi c and once 
again opened his lead as the top 5 
were pulling away. 

Coming out of turn 4 Drellos 
made his move to work his way 
to third around Curtis. The caution 
fl ew for Brian Gleason, who had 
come to a stop entering the pits 
going to the hot pit and returning 
to bring up the rear. Back to green 
Constantino and Warner went into 
turn 1 side by side with Constanti-
no on the top and powered his way 
back to the front. 

With Constantino opening the 
lead and Warner comfortably in 
second, the battle for third heat-
ed up as Drellos and Curtis raced 
hard for the position going back 
and forth before Drellos fi nally 
secured the spot on the high side 
of turn 1. 

At the checkers it was Con-
stantino in for the win with War-
ner, Drellos and Curtis with anoth-
er solid run and Johnson rounding 
out the top 5.

Also on tap for the night was 
the Bill Ag Memorial Elimination 
race for the top 5 in points, but due 
to a tie for fi fth, six cars made their 
way to the infi eld for the seventh 
edition of this special event that is 
a two-lap shootout between two 
drivers, with Bobby Varin coming 
to the line and calling out DeLo-
renzo, with Varin getting the win. 
Then it was R.J., who would de-
feat Varin, next it was Hanson who 
would defeat Johnson, then the 
next round would defeat Warner 
and coming up was Hanson and 
Drellos with Drellos picking up 
the win and turning a lap of 18.158 
and pocketed a cool $1,000 for his 
two-lap effort.

In other action, Chad Edwards 
picked up the 602 Sportsman win 
with Clayton DuMond and Pay-
ton Talbot rounding out the top 3. 
The Pro Stocks found a new win-
ner for the fi rst time in 2022 with 
Luke Horning picking up the win 
over Nick Stone and Kenny Gates 
in a good tight race that came 
right down to turn 4. The Limited 
Sportsman found Kyle Dingman 
pick up his third win of the year 
and Ken Hollenback picked up yet 
another 4-Cyl win.

Don’t forget to support the 
promoters and sponsors that on a 
weekly basis keep the sport of dirt 
track racing alive.

Chasin’ Racin’ would like to 
congratulate all the seniors who 
graduated this year. What a great 
accomplishment. You should all 
be very proud of yourselves. Now, 
on to the next important chapter in 
your life. Great job!

Short Track Super Series: Devil’s Bowl – Vermont

Columbus, said he participates 
in the parade every year, march-
ing with the K of C.

“We want to let people know 
we are here and to increase our 
visibility,” Fallon said. “The 
Fourth of July parade shows the 
spirit of the American flag and 
honors the country.”

The annual parade is an op-
portunity for local residents of 
all political backgrounds to cel-
ebrate together as a community, 
Greene County Legislator Patty 
Handel, R-Durham, said.

“This brings the communi-
ty together,” Handel said. “We 
are a very small community and 
there are not a lot of times we 
can all come together, no matter 
what your political affiliation 
is, no matter what your beliefs 
are. Coming together as a com-
munity is always very import-
ant. You get to see people you 
haven’t seen all winter long and 
celebrate together. I think it’s 
awesome that people come out 
to support the entire town and 
each other.”

For Cairo Town Councilman 
Tim Powers, celebrations like 
Durham’s Fourth of July parade 
are an opportunity to return a 
sense of loyalty and dedication 
to country.

“We need to restore patrio-
tism to our communities and it 
starts at the town level,” Powers 
said. “It really does.”

PARADE, from page 1

Keith W. Valentine, CIC, LUTCF and his team are ready to serve all 
of your insurance needs with more companies, more choices, and 
more experience which all lead to BIG Savings for you!

Take advantage of Valentine Insurance Agency’s affiliation with 
SAN group and SIAA, the largest alliance of independent Insurance 
Agencies in the Northeast and Continental U.S., with over 3500 
Members across 48 states writing more than $9 Billion in total 
member premiums.

Contact Keith Valentine for a quote!
Office 518-943-3489 • Mobile 518-821-8244

KEITH@MYVALENTINEINSURANCE.COM

More Than Great Rates

Trusted Advisors

HOME AUTO BUSINESS LIFE HEALTH

www.myvalentineinsurance.com

Jon T., customer since 2004

I’ve bought property insurance and auto insurance from Valentine Insurance 
Agency for nearly 20 years, and they are simply the BEST. I owned many rental 
properties in Greene County, and renovated several buildings. Valentine not 
only found the appropriate insurance, but gave years of invaluable advice. Their 
knowledge of property and business in the local area helped me tremendously, and 
I have recommended them to everyone. Don’t waste your time using anyone else.

LIANA LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The Norton Hill Colonial Regiment lent a historical flair to this year’s parade.

LIANA LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Assemblyman Chris Tague, R-102, waves to the crowd.
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

We are locally-owned & operated  
& our staff is customer-friendly 

with no pressure, so you can 
make the best decision for your 

next vehicle purchase.

Check out our inventory online at:  
www.crossroadsny.com

Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fees, and taxes.

Crossroads Ford
We are locally-owned & operated & our staff is customer-friendly with no 

pressure, so you can make the best decision for your next vehicle purchase.

518-756-4000 • 2351 Rt. 9W Ravena, NY • (Just 10 miles South of Albany)

pre-owned SpecialS 

11
79
47
_4

2018 Subaru ForeSter Premium
2.0L H4, Auto., 4WD/AWD, 

Keyless Entry, Cruise  
Control, Sunroof/Moon-
roof, Rear View Camera, 

19,944 Miles.
$31,995 STK#  U11418C

Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fees, and taxes.

$23,995

2018 Subaru outback Premium
2.5L H4, Variable AWD, 
Bluetooth, Keyless Entry, 
Rear View Camera,  
Satellite Radio, Cruise 
Control 82,060 Miles.

STK#   U11345T

Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fees, and taxes.Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fees, and taxes.

$27,995

2012 Ford muStang gt 2dr FaStback
5.0L V8, Manual /RWD, 
Keyless Entry, Blind Spot 
Monitor, Cruise Control, 
aluminum wheels, 
Spoiler, 29,652 Miles.

STK#  U11421C

2.4L I4 Hybrid, Auto. 
4WD/AWD, Keyless En-
try, Power Liftgate, Rear 
View Camera, Satellite 
Radio, 21,265 Miles.
$34,990

2021 mitSubiShi outlander

STK#  U11378T

Just Arrived 
Only 1

FOrd brOncO  
spOrt big bend

FOrd edge
2 left

FOrd MustAng  
MAch-e select
FFOOrd Mustrd Mustrd Mustrd Mustrd Mustrd Must

1 left

FOrd st-line 
explOrer

FFOOrd rd rd ststst

Just Arrived 
Only 1

2020 toyota c-hr le
2.0L I4, Variable / FWD,  

Adaptive Cruise Control, Blue-
tooth, Keyless Entry, Brake 
Assist, Rear View Camera, 

Satellite Radio, 21,204 Miles.
$25,990 STK#  U11396T

4dr Sedan, 1.5L I4 Turbo-
charger, Automatic, Back 
Up Camera, Alloy Wheel 

package, SYNC, Push  
Button Start, 12,517 Miles.

$25,995

2020 Ford FuSion Se

STK#  U11287PC 

2019 niSSan rogue S
2.5L I4, Variable AWD,  
Key Less Entry, Lane Assist, 
Cruise Control, Rear View 
Camera, Liftgate Rear 
Cargo Access, 30,690 Miles.
$25,990STK#  U11202T

Premium 2dr Convertible, 
5.0L V8, Automatic Trans-

mission, Power Black 
Convertible Top, Back Up 

Camera, 36,806 Miles.

$34,995

2015 Ford muStang gt 

STK#  U11302C

alerT!!!
these  

neW vehicles  
just landed

& WOn’t last long! 

gliding, also known as soaring, and gave 
a few lucky souls the chance to try it out.

“We have been here for 20 years,” 
Nutmeg Soaring Association President 
Peter Meny said. “This open house is a 
way for the community to get to know us 
and what we do, and to tell them about 
soaring, the sport that we love.”

Soaring presents a challenge — stay-
ing up in the air, gliding over mountain 
ranges, with no engine, takes a great 
deal of know-how, after all.

“I like the challenge — it’s a nev-
er-ending learning experience,” Meny 
said. “You get to the point where you 
are proficient and feel comfortable, but 
the learning doesn’t end at that point. 
We have people in our club who have 
so much experience and they are gener-
ous to share it with us. It’s a challenging 
sport because you are in an airplane that 
doesn’t have an engine — there are lots 
of factors that you have to keep in mind 
to be sure you are flying safely.”

Greene County airspace offers plen-
ty of great views while the pilots enjoy 
their sport.

“There’s the beauty of it — being 
here in Freehold and in the Catskills, we 
fly over the mountains routinely,” Meny 
said. “You couldn’t ask for a more pic-
turesque spot.”

Poughkeepsie resident J.T. Lawton 
was the winner of a raffle for a free 
glider trip, but passed the trip on to his 
brother-in-law, John Zamierowski of 
Norton Hill, who was happy to take him 
up on it.

“It was roller coaster-like, going up 
and being pulled by the plane,” Zamie-
rowski said. “I think it was a really nice 
experience because I know a lot of the 
mountain ranges here — my wife and I 
go hiking in the mountains and I could 
see all the ranges and trails we have 
been hiking on. It was a really nice local 
experience to give a different texture to 
what we know here.”

Zamierowski’s glider trip took him 
over Windham and Lake Blackhead, and 
from thousands of feet up he could see 
the large map of Ireland at the Michael 
J. Quill Irish Cultural and Sports Centre 
in East Durham, he said. It was an excit-
ing experience, Zamierowski said.

Others kept their feet firmly on ter-
ra firma, but were able to check out the 
gliders and small planes that were on 
display. Ruth Fishman, of Cornwall-
ville, brought her granddaughter Brooke 
Lewis, 6, to check out the airplanes.

“We are only two minutes away so I 

decided to bring Brooke to see it,” Fish-
man said. “She loves planes.”

Brooke picked out her favorite.
“I like the yellow plane best,” she 

said. “I also saw a glider go up.”
Eric Gleason and his son, Jacob 

Gleason-Sweeney, 8, are no strangers to 
flight — they flew to Freehold Airport 
in Gleason’s Cessna 172 and put it on 
display.

“We saw the advertisement for the 
open house and I knew about the club 
here, so I thought it would be a good day 
to come out and fly and have a hot dog,” 
Gleason said.

Jacob, of course, has plans to become 
a pilot one day himself, just like his dad.

Helping to maintain safety during 
the open house were a number of ca-
dets with the Civil Air Patrol, a group 
founded in 1941 just before the bombing 
of Pearl Harbor that encourages young 
people — kids as young as 12 — to get 
involved with flying and search-and-
rescue efforts.

Cadet 1st Lt. Matthew Pruiksma 
joined the Civil Air Patrol when he was 
13 and is now guiding younger cadets to 
learn the craft.

“I do enjoy search and rescue a lot 
— I worked up the ranks and I’m now 
working on one of the more advanced 
levels of training,” Pruiksma said. “At 
this point I’m at the rank where I’m 
pretty happy with where I’m at so now 
I am helping the younger generation of 
cadets.”

Clem Hoovler — a pilot who opened 
the airport in the early 1960s before sell-
ing it a couple of years ago — was also 
on hand. While he no longer owns the 
airport, Hoovler still flies, and has been 
doing so since he was a kid.

“I have flown all my life. I started 
when I was 10 years old. I was enthralled 
with aviation and flying,” Hoovler said. 
“I bought my first airplane when I was 
13 — my girlfriend, who became my 
wife later on, we bought the airplane for 
$400. I didn’t have any money and she 
had $50. I borrowed the $50 for a down 
payment, then I went home and tried to 
convince my father and my uncle that I 
needed $300.”

Hoovler was able to convince his fa-
ther to take out the loan and paid it off 
by the end of that summer while work-
ing at a strawberry farm. 

“I paid it off but I never did pay off 
my girlfriend — I married her instead,” 
he quipped.

Together, they founded the Freehold 
Airport around 1962, Hoovler said.
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Eric Gleason and his son, Jacob Gleason-Sweeney, stand next to their Cessna 172 that they flew 
in from Albany.
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One of the things I liked most about my 
former job as a Cooperative Extension agent 
in Greene County was the process of figuring 
out what was causing problems with garden 
plants, lawns, trees or shrubs. It is sort of like 
detective work without a cloak or dagger.

I used what I learned about this topic 
in public health as well, when we contract-
ed with the New York State Department of 
Health to conduct educational programs to 
combat Lyme disease. This week I will share 
some principles of disease and infection I 
learned, which are pretty relevant in these 
days of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In order to contract a disease, whether 
it is a plant or animal disease, three factors 
must occur simultaneously. If any of these 
three factors are not present, there can be no 
disease. First, before I discuss these specific 
factors, I need to talk about the things that 
cause disease.

In general, disease-causing organisms 
are fungi, bacteria or viruses. All may cause 
diseases with similar symptoms, but all are 
different in their mode of action or how they 
infect.

It seems to me that most plant diseases 
are caused by fungi. Fungi are organisms that 
generally require water to become infectious. 

Lacking chlorophyll, they need to get their 
“food” from other sources than sunlight by 
breaking down and absorbing organic matter. 
Sometimes in the process of feeding on plant 
material, they kill or damage their host. This 
distinguished pathogens from saprophytes.

Once a plant is infected with a fungal 
disease, it is generally difficult to “cure” the 
infection. The general strategy is to try to 
prevent the infection in the first place or keep 
it from spreading. Fungi are living organisms 
that can survive for a long time, either active-
ly causing infection, or in a dormant state that 
may last for 100 years or more. This longev-
ity allows them to re-occur when conditions 
are right. Some fungal diseases are ubiqui-
tous and must be dealt with every season.

Twenty years ago, almost all the garden 
seeds that were sold were treated with a 
pink-colored fungicide called “Captan.” This 
fungicide protected tender seedlings from 
getting “damping off,” which is a general 
term for similar diseases caused by several 
genera of fungi. The infected seedlings grow 
spindly and eventually keel over and die with 
a conspicuous shriveling or narrowing of the 
stem at soil level. It is highly contagious and 
usually fatal once contracted.

It is virtually impossible to cure a flat 

of seedlings once the disease occurs, so the 
emphasis is on prevention. In addition to pre-
ventive chemical fungicides there are cultur-
al practices than can also be utilized, much to 
the satisfaction of gardeners who don’t want 
to use chemical fungicides.

Another major cause of disease in plants 
and animals are bacteria. Bacteria are also 
living organisms that can exhibit long-term 
dormancy. Like fungi, they can damage their 
hosts by “feeding” on the tissue of the host 
and using the host’s cells to grow and multi-
ply. Of course, not all bacteria are pathogenic 
and neither are all fungi.

Our bodies contain millions of foreign 
bacteria and fungi that do us no harm what-
soever. In fact, many of these organisms are 
responsible for keeping us healthy. Bacteria, 
like fungi, usually require water to become 
infectious.

One of the most common bacterial dis-
ease of pears and apples is called “fireblight.” 
This disease most often occurs when rain or 
hail hits flower blossoms. Splashing water 
spreads the disease. Most, but not all, fun-
gicides are ineffective in treating bacterial 
disease. Commercial fruit growers often use 
antibiotics, such as streptomycin, to try to kill 
bacteria.

A third major infectious agent is viruses. 
Viruses, like the COVID-19 virus, are very 
different than bacteria or fungi in the sense 
that they are not living organisms, per se. 
They can only survive and reproduce inside 
living cells. They have a very short life ex-
pectancy, unlike bacteria or fungi, and they 
don’t necessarily need water to infect. Think 
of them as renegade hunks of DNA or RNA 
that get into the genes of plants or animals, 
and direct the cells to make more viruses. 
They are also very tiny compared to fungi 
and bacteria.

Viral infections in plants are far less com-
mon than bacterial or fungal infections be-
cause they generally cannot get inside a plant 
without help from another living organism. 
Leafhopper insects and aphids are usually 
involved in viral infections in plants. These 
insects inject the virus into the plant physi-
cally with their mouthparts and once inside 
the plant they can replicate.

Since all three of these types of patho-
gens cause disease in somewhat different 
manners, dealing with them requires differ-
ent strategies, but the principles of infection 
remain essentially the same. This is where I 
will pick up the story next week.

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@cornell.edu

Plant diseases
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
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FUNDRAISERS
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*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By Bob Beyfuss
For Capital Region Independent 
Media

Recently I sat outside and 
watched the “Flight of the 
Bumblebees” in real life. Actu-
ally, they were carpenter bees, 
but still a type of bumblebee. 

Today, I watched a YouTube 
video of the musical composi-
tion by Nikolai Rimsky Korsa-
kov, written in 1900 with the 
same title. It was pretty obvious 
that he had watched the same 
seemingly manic spectacle him-
self! 

In recent years the popula-
tion of bumblebees has grown 
dramatically as the presence of 
“feral” honeybees has dropped 
just as dramatically. We don’t 
know exactly why wild honey-
bee populations have declined 
so dramatically, but if they are 
being replaced by bumblebees, 
that is OK with me!

Although carpenter bees 
don’t make honey like their 
European cousins, they are ac-
tually much better pollinators 
than honeybees for many native 
and cultivated garden plants, in-
cluding blueberries, tomatoes, 

peppers, eggplant, raspber-
ries, strawberries, melons and 
cranberries. They are the only 
known pollinator of potatoes 
worldwide. Some greenhouse 
vegetable operations use them 
for this purpose exclusively. 

The carpenter bees also drill 
some perfectly round holes in 
the fascia boards of my shed, 
which is not such a good thing, 
but I have decided to put up 
with it. They are also rather 
gentle, despite their constant 
buzzing in my face as I worked. 

I was on a ladder putting up 
a section of aluminum gutter to 
collect rain water from my shed 
roof and as I did so, I covered 
up a couple of their holes with 
the gutter and despite my bang-
ing away with a hammer and 
sealing off their nest entrance, 
none of the half dozen bumble-
bees attacked me. Try banging 
on a honeybee hive with a ham-
mer and see what happens!

For years, we have been told 
that if it were not for honeybees, 
we would all starve due to lack 
of pollination of our food crops. 
This is not true, since most of 
our major food crops, i.e. corn, 

wheat, rice and soybeans, are 
either wind- or self-pollinated 
and need no insect help at all. 

It is true that honeybees are 
extremely important pollinators 
and are capable of pollinating 
about one-third of all our food 
crops, but the only crop that 
relies on them exclusively for 
pollination are almonds. About 
80% of the world’s almonds are 
grown in California and they 
rely completely upon honey-
bees. I like almonds very much, 
but could certainly live without 
them if they went away. 

Pollination is defined as the 
transfer of pollen from the male 
organ of a flower (anther) to the 
female organ (pistil), enabling 
fertilization and subsequent 
seed or fruit development. This 
may be accomplished by wind 
or by third parties — insects 
with hairy bodies, generally. 
Pollen adheres to these hairy 
bodies and since the male and 
female flower parts are usually, 
but not always, within the same 
flower, the transfer is pretty ef-
ficient. 

Although birds, bats and 
other creatures are capable of 

pollination, the vast majori-
ty is accomplished by various 
types of insects, including sev-
eral different kinds of bees, but 
also butterflies, moths, beetles, 
wasps and flies. Honeybees 
represent a tiny fraction of the 
approximately 3,600 species 
of bees in the U.S. and Canada 
alone. Most bee species, about 
90% of them, are “solitary,” 
which means they don’t make 
communal nests. 

Bumblebees are very effi-
cient pollinators since they are 
capable of flying and foraging 
at much cooler temperatures 
and lower light levels than other 
insects. Their “buzzing” activi-
ty also improves pollen accu-
mulation and transfer with the 
vibration they create. 

Most wasps and hornets 
are also excellent pollinators, 
except for the smooth-bodied 
ones, with no hairs, i.e. yellow 
jackets. They are important 
predators of many insect pests 
though and most don’t deserve 
the bad reputation that some of 
them have for stinging. 

Whether beneficial or not, I 
draw the line at tolerating yel-

low jackets or bald-faced hor-
nets close to where I happen to 
be. I will continue to kill them 
and prevent them from nesting, 
since the risk to my health out-
weighs the need to protect them 
for their ecological services. 

Many species of beetles are 
also pollinators that have been 
on the job for at least the last 
150 million years or so. One out 
of every four living organisms 
that have ever been described 
on this planet, from fungi and 
bacteria, to mammals and birds, 
is a species of beetle. They pol-
linate many ancient species of 
plants, from magnolias to water 
lilies. 

So, if you have heard about 
how important it is for us to 
protect and preserve all sorts 
of pollinators, as is currently in 
vogue, consider allowing some 
bumblebees to drill a few holes 
in your shed fascia boards and 
enjoy watching them dance. 
Then, watch the “Flight of the 
Bumblebee” on YouTube. I bet 
you will be humming the melo-
dy for the rest of the day! 

Reach Bob Beyfuss at 
rlb14@cornell.edu.

Pollinators

By Dick Brooks
For Capital Region Independent Media

I was cruising the supermarket aisles this 
week reading the little nutritional labels. This 
has become an activity that seems to take up 
more and more of my time because they are 
constantly changing.  

It used to be the fat content part that kept 
changing or the sugar content that was of the 
most interest. Lately it’s the total carbohy-
drate numbers that change weekly.  

I’m not the only label reader either, the 
aisles are starting to resemble the stacks at the 
local library. Folks wandering around with 
their reading glasses perched on the end of 
their nose, others with products stretched out 
at arm’s length wishing they had their reading 

glasses with them. There are people sharing 
good nutritional labels with others, telling 
about the great label in aisle five on the sun-
dried prune box.  

The labels get bigger and bigger, occupy-
ing more prominent positioning on the prod-
uct. I guess it’s good that people are taking 
more of an interest in nutrition and that the 
producers of the food products are trying to 
downsize the bad stuff in their products.  

I have discovered, though, that the less 
something has in it, the more it costs. One 
would think that if you had to put less sug-
ar or flour in something, it would cost less to 
produce. Guess not!  

Other labels that indicate higher cost in-
clude the word “organic,” the phrases “low 
fat” or “low carb,” all mean higher numbers 

at the register.  
America is getting so healthy that most 

supermarkets now take credit cards and have 
ATMs.  I’ve noticed that most of the new 
markets also have bank branches in them. 

A home equity loan for the week’s grub 
may soon be in our future.

While I’m browsing, I sometimes think 
back to the days that beginning shoppers will 
never know. Days when you bought some-
thing just because you liked it. Days before 
nutritional labels and the guilt they bring. 

Days when you didn’t know that a 
Twinkie had 3,000 total carbs, 500 grams 
of saturated fat and enough sodium to cause 
strokes in lab rats. You only knew they tasted 
great and never got hard or dry.  

Bacon, butter, boxes of sugar-coated ce-

real, cans of soup, non-organic fruit and veg-
gies, loaves of white bread, jars of jelly and 
Miracle Whip, all went directly into the cart 
— no reading or thinking involved.  

We ate what we wanted and what tasted 
good. Shopping wasn’t an all-day event and 
you didn’t have to drive an armored car to the 
market to pay for your purchases.  

It kinda makes you wonder how any of us 
survived.

Thought for the week — Wouldn’t you 
know it — recent research indicates that 
while brain cells come and brain cells go, FAT 
cells live forever.

Until next week, may you and yours be 
happy and well.

Reach columnist Dick Brooks at whittlin-
gaway@yahoo.com.

Read the labels
WHITTLING AWAY by Dick Brooks

Transcribed from her diary by  
Kathy Saurer Osborne

Sunday, July 15: Fair. Joyce and I went to 
church. P.M. Lite asked us over. Had a good 
visit. Don broke a spring and I took the Chev. 
to get Adrienne’s wash.

Monday, July 16: Fair and hot. Took 
Joyce to Greenville. Did washing and hand 
washing. Ironed and mended. Addie came 
in. We didn’t go out. Too warm. I had a nice 
birthday. Cards, money. Adele made me a 
cake etc. Don stayed down tonight to get his 
spring fixed. HB, LAS

Tuesday, July 17: Showers. Did our iron-
ing and Gene’s rough things. Eight shirts! 
Rested in the P.M.

Wednesday, July 18: Cloudy. Took Don to 
work and Adrienne’s clothes to her. Then took 
Gertrude up to Lewis’. Then I went to ‘Lite’s. 
Picked chickens, mended socks & cleaned 
eggs. Home 4.30. Sent for plastic for the 

chair Mrs. Haines is going to fix for us. Lewis 
brought Gertrude home. Visited a while. Men 
in to see the Ezzard Chas. Joe Wolcott fight. 
Eddie G. Eddie Waldron Addie Allyn Mirlyn 
Starr.

Thursday, July 19: Rain showers, etc. 
Cleaned bedrooms living rooms and dusted. 
Had call from Joyce. She’s coming home 
tonight. Chuck has a three-day pass. Joyce 
came with Don. Visited. Marlyn and Adele 
went to the movies. Mr. Fingeale measured 
the bathroom tonight.

Friday, July 20: Fair and cool. Did ev-
eryday work. Joyce mowed the lawn. I did a 
little. It looks better. Gene in visiting. Chuck 
called and we went over for him. He’s staying 
tonight.

Saturday, July 21: Fair. Did everyday 
work. Chuck and Joyce went there for the 
day. Marlyn has gone for a week. Chuck and 
Joyce went to the races. Addie called. Don 
and Adele went to the races, too.

Sunday, July 22: Fair. Chuck stayed here 
and we took him to Cox. I went to church. 
Rested. Don brought Adrienne. She’s staying 
tonight.

Monday, July 23: Fair. Took Joyce to 
Greenville. Did a monstrous wash and some 
hand washing and a little ironing. Betsy and 
Adele went swimming this P.M. Am very 
tired tonight.

Tuesday, July 24: Fair. Did a big ironing of 
ours and some for Gene. Did nine shirts in all 
and a lot of other things. Rested in P.M. Don 
had to go back to Birman’s and he worked till 
11:30 P.M. Adele had the Youth Fellowship 
tonight; 10-12 children. Don took Adrienne’s 
things to her when he got through work. Her 
throat was no better so he took her to Dr. Bott 
for a shot of penicillin.

Wednesday, July 25: Fair. Did everyday 
work. Made nine cups of raspberry jam with 
berries I got from Ada. Gertrude was invited 
over to Louise’s this P.M. Don has gone to S. 

Westerlo to the wrestling matches with Stub-
by.

Thursday, July 26: Very warm. Took Ger-
trude to Lewis’. Cleaned bedrooms and did 
everyday work. I brought Gertrude home 
about 4 P.M. Lite, Philip and JoAnn came in 
the evening. Brought us berries and two doz-
en eggs and took the chair to be re-upholstered 
with green plastic. Mr. David Haines does the 
work. Don didn’t get home to his birthday 
supper so he had it later. He’s 37 today.

Friday, July 27: Hot. Cleaned and dust-
ed living rooms and cleaned up the cellar. It 
looks much better. Got Gene at Siebert’s and 
went for Joyce at Greenville. Don worked late 
at McNaughton’s.

Saturday, July 28: Cloudy, light rain. 
Made raspberry pie. Did everyday work. It 
poured when we went to the church fair sup-
per. Gertrude went down with Louise and 
came back with her in the rain. Addie and I 
went down. Joyce got supper for Don.

Grandma Mackey’s Diary
1951 life in Medusa

By Toby Moore
For Capital Region Independent Media

I’ve heard it said that pessi-
mism is destructive, and optimism 
is boundless. What is the best way? 
I guess it all depends on what you 
want from life. 

You can find plenty of people 
throughout time who promoted 
pessimism. George Bernard Shaw 
said, “The optimist invents the 
airplane, the pessimist the para-
chute.”

There have been plenty who 
have promoted optimism. Winston 
Churchhill said, “The pessimist 
sees the difficulty in every oppor-
tunity, the optimist sees the oppor-
tunity in every difficulty.”

Whatever you choose, realize 
that they are not just philosophies; 
they are also strategies for dealing 
with the issues of life. 

What is pessimism? One of 
the definitions of pessimism in the 
dictionary reads: “A tendency to 
see the worst aspect of things or 

believe that the worst will happen; 
a lack of hope or confidence in the 
future.”

Coming from a background 
in acting, I’ve been around many 
dreamers. I’ve been around many 
people who have had big goals 
and ambitions and saw themselves 
as larger than life. 

Some of these people succeed 
as optimists but then become jad-
ed pessimists. Interestingly, those 
I have known who went from 
optimism to pessimism succeed-
ed while they were optimists and 
failed when they were pessimists.  

I was friends with a very opti-
mistic actor. We met every evening 
and rehearsed our auditions to-
gether. He went on to star in a suc-
cessful television series. We lost 
touch, but I saw him at an audition 
years later, and he was different. I 
asked him how he was doing, and 
he only had negative things to say. 
He was sour and bitter. Something 
had changed. Coincidentally, he 
wasn’t working anymore. 

An article in Psychology To-
day suggests that most people 
don’t start as pessimists; instead, 
they become pessimists because 
of trauma they’ve experienced 
in their life. Pessimism is often a 
strategy to prepare for the worst. 
It’s a way for someone to set low 
expectations for their performance 
to protect against disappointment. 

Pessimism takes a toll on one’s 
mental and physical health. Pessi-
mism is associated with anxiety, 
depression, sleep disorders, hostil-
ity, high blood pressure and heart 
disease.

Some will say realism is the 
middle ground between pessimism 
and optimism. A realist might tell 
you that they are rational and only 
perceive things as they are without 
any interpretation. Is that possi-
ble? Can you see life outside of 
the filter of your experience and 
beliefs? I tend to think that a real-
ist usually falls into two categories 
— a pessimistic realist or an opti-
mistic realist. 

Walt Disney once said, “I like 
to look at the optimistic side of 
life, but I am realistic enough to 
know that life is a complex mat-
ter.”

A lot of people tend to confuse 
optimism and idealism. They are 
not the same. One definition of 
idealism reads, “The practice of 
forming or pursuing ideals, espe-
cially unrealistically.”

I suppose I’ve been guilty of 
being an idealist in my younger 
years. I genuinely believed that 
I had a chance to be an Olympic 
swimmer. Even though I was very 
far from competing on that level, I 
thought I could do it if I believed 
and worked hard enough. In the 
end, I never came close. I learned 
that taking an honest assessment 
of one’s strengths and weaknesses 
is very important.

A successful optimist is real-
istic in their approach and hope-
ful and confident about the fu-
ture. Often their optimism comes 
from their faith. Many studies 

have shown that being optimistic 
about the future predicts success. 
Those who are optimistic are over-
whelmingly successful compared 
to those who are pessimistic. 

A recent scientific study re-
vealed that optimists live 11% to 
15% longer than pessimists and 
are associated with better overall 
health.  

My father, who started this col-
umn, was an optimist. I think about 
his life often and am amazed at his 
accomplishments. There is no way 
he could have done the things he 
did if he had a negative mindset. 
He remains an inspiration and a 
guiding light in my life. 

Were you once optimistic but 
became pessimistic? Have you 
always been a pessimist but are 
unhappy and want more from life? 
Change your thinking, have some 
faith, and give optimism a chance. 

Toby Moore is a columnist, the 
star of the Emmy-nominated “A 
Separate Peace,” and the CEO of 
Cubestream Inc.

Optimism or pessimism?
Positively Speaking
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By Mary Schoepe
For Capital Region Independent Media

Summer is now here and there’s nothing better than 
sitting down on a hot summer night, spoon in hand, 
with a pint of your favorite ice cream. 

It’s creamy, cold, delicious, irresistible and com-
forting. And it’s so good that before you know it, the 
container is empty! But you don’t feel bad, because af-
ter all, ice cream is made from milk and milk is healthy.

While it’s true that milk is good for the development 
and maintenance of strong bones and teeth, what’s in 
the milk is anything but healthy. 

I know, I hate to put a damper on things, but as a 
healthy adult it’s important to know what you’re eat-
ing. So here’s the ugly truth about your favorite creamy 
treat. 

Warning: This post might be depressing for all you 
ice cream lovers! 

Factory-farmed milk comes from cows injected 
with bovine growth hormones (BGH), which increases 
milk production. In cows, BGH causes foot problems, 
mastitis and reproductive disorders. But BGH is far 
more dangerous to humans because it can lead to higher 
levels of the cancer-causing hormone IGF-1. And that’s 
not all; most commercially made ice cream comes from 
factory-farmed milk that contains carcinogenic poisons 
such as polysorbate 80, carrageenan, ethyl acetate and 
other toxic ingredients. 

And here’s the breakdown on those toxic ingredi-
ents.

Polysorbate 80 is a golden colored, vicious liquid 
additive that gives ice cream its creamy texture. Poly-
sorbate 80 causes intestinal infl ammation and has been 
linked to colon cancer.

Carrageenan (aka Irish moss) is a common food ad-
ditive that is used as a thickening agent to improve ice 
cream’s texture. Joann K. Tobacman M.D., author of 
several peer-reviewed studies, found that even in small 
amounts, repeated exposure to carrageenan causes 
chronic infl ammation, which is the root of many seri-
ous diseases including heart disease, Alzheimer’s and 
Parkinson’s, coronary artery disease and cancer.  

Diethyl glycol is a cheap substitute for eggs that 
manufacturers use to thicken ice cream. This sweet-tast-
ing, colorless, non-odoriferous, hygroscopic liquid is 
commonly used in antifreeze, brake fl uid, cigarettes 
and some dyes. According to the FDA, diethyl glycol 
in any amount is not suitable for use in toothpaste. But 
I guess it’s OK to be used in ice cream!

So, the next time you’re tempted to pick up a pint 
or two, keep these things in mind. It should be certifi ed 
organic, fl avored naturally with whole-food ingredients 
such as vanilla bean, lemon, cinnamon and dark cocoa.

Watch out for ingredients like dextrose, corn syrup, 
locust bean gum, guar gum, rapeseed oil and soybean 
oil, none of which are organic.

Or you could always do what I do — make your 
own! It’s not that hard and you know exactly what 
you’re getting.

What’s in your 
ice cream?
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to do,” Near said. “Your body has 
a lot of clotting factors that warm 
fl uids will help fi ght against. This 
will keep the fl uid up to about 
100 degrees, close to your body’s 
temperature, and help everything 
go smoothly.”

The warming units take about 
10 seconds to heat up the IV fl uid, 
Near said.

“It is essentially instanta-
neous,” he added. “It can be used 
for any IV fl uid — it can go from 
near frozen and it will warm it up 
to 100 degrees.”

The IV warmers will be par-
ticularly valuable in skiing ac-
cidents, hypothermia and major 
traumas, especially in colder 
weather, but can be benefi cial for 
just about any situation, he said.

“If it’s 90 degrees outside, that 
is still 8 degrees less than your 
body temperature, so you can use 
it for anybody at any time,” Near 
said. “We probably won’t use it 
every single time, but there will 
be a patient population that we 
will use it for.”

“We are the fi rst agency in the 
region to have this,” he added. “It 
will help with clotting factors, it 
will help keep patients warm, it 
will be good for people who fall 
down and nobody checks on them 

all night and we fi nd them the 
next morning. There really is no 
drawback — it can help anybody, 
at any age.”

The fi ve units will be kept 
with the fi ve paramedic ambu-
lances in the county — one each 
in Greenville, Coxsackie, Cairo, 
Hunter and Prattsville.

“We bought fi ve units — there 
will be one unit on each truck 
and those fi ve trucks are spread 
around the county,” said Mark 
Evans, president of Greene Coun-
ty Paramedics. 

The idea to purchase the IV 
warmers fi rst came from Aiden 
O’Connor, a former legislator 
from Durham and current para-
medic and Rotarian in Cairo.

“Aiden realizes and under-
stands that technological im-
provements are out there and we 
at Greene County EMS have al-
ways tried to stay at the cutting 
edge of everything — when there 
are new protocols that have come 
out and new medications are ap-
proved, we get them as soon as 
we can,” Evans said. “Our guid-
ing principle is to stay on the 
cutting edge because we don’t 
have a hospital in the county so 
our transportation times are lon-
ger and consequently, we need to 
have the best EMS that we can. 
We think we have a great system, 

between the ambulances and the 
paramedics.”

Since Greene County is the 
fi rst in the region to have IV 
warmers, the department will 
likely be part of a study to eval-
uate their effectiveness, Evans 
said.

“These are additional poten-
tial lifesaving devices, and we 
are very pleased that the Rotaries 
were able to partner with us and 
provide a portion of the funding,” 
Evans said.

O’Connor said the idea was 
fi rst broached by the Cairo Rotary 
Club about two years ago.

“We were able to collectively 
raise about $4,000,” O’Connor 
said. “Because the devices are 
about $3,500 a unit and we need-
ed fi ve units, we asked for help 
from our fellow Rotary Clubs. 
We reached out to the Greenville 
Rotary Club, who was as enthu-
siastic as we were and was able 
to raise $2,500. We reached out to 
our friends at the Coxsackie-Ath-
ens Rotary Club and they were 
able to raise $2,500.”

Altogether, the three Rotaries 
raised about $9,000, and Greene 
County Paramedics added the 
bulk of the remaining funds to 
buy the fi ve devices.

O’Connor said he learned 
through various training pro-

grams he participated in that IV 
warmers can improve patient out-
comes.

“We are probably one of the 
fi rst in the state of New York to 
carry these in a rural, pre-hospi-
tal environment,” O’Connor said. 
“Our hope is that this will show 
that these absolutely make a pos-
itive impact on patient outcome 
and we want to measure that suc-
cess… It is very exciting.”

Beau Loendorf, president of 
the Cairo Rotary Club, said the 
club wanted to fundraise for a 
health initiative and the decision 
to purchase IV warmers specif-
ically was suggested by medical 
professionals.

“We took it upon ourselves to 
lead the charge, and then we part-
nered with Coxsackie and Green-
ville, who were generous to give 
us donations,” Loendorf said.

Cairo Rotary Club’s big-
gest fundraiser was a pancake 
breakfast in February, but they 
also raised money through other 
events like a Halloween party in 
October, Rotary Eats and online 
donations from the community.

Cecile Plattner, president of 
Greenville Rotary Club, said 
O’Connor and Loendorf made a 
presentation to their club about 
the project, and the Greenville 
club jumped on board.

“The Rotary motto is ‘Ser-
vice Above Self,’ and we try to 
do whatever we can to meet our 
community’s needs,” Plattner 
said. 

Evans is a member of the 
Coxsackie-Athens Rotary Club 
and reached out to his fellow club 
members to see if they wanted to 
get involved in the fundraising 
initiative, said Sam Pigeon, pres-
ident of the Coxsackie-Athens 
Rotary Club.

“We decided this is amazing 
and lifesaving, and we want-
ed to make a donation,” Pigeon 
said. “We knew this was going 
to be lifesaving for people and 
we wanted to make sure they had 
what they need to save lives.”

Greene County Legislator Ed 
Bloomer, R-Athens, is the liaison 
to the Greene EMS board and a 
member of the Coxsackie-Ath-
ens Rotary, and said a county that 
does not have its own hospital 
must have a strong emergency re-
sponse service.

“Greene EMS has a wonder-
ful reputation,” Bloomer said. 
“Greene County is a county that 
does not have a hospital so we 
have to have a really good ambu-
lance system and we do. We stay 
on the cutting edge as much as 
possible. This is literally going to 
be a lifesaver.”

GREENE, from page 1
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Many people, both men and 
women, kept diaries in the past. 
I have a small collection of local 
diaries and would love to have 
more because they illustrate the 
daily lives people were leading 
and what and who was import-
ant to them. Most people started 
diary keeping on January 1 of 
a given year. While they may 
not have continued recording 
until the end of the year, the di-
aries usually tell what their au-
thors were doing on New Year’s 
Day. Since this edition of “The 
Greenville Pioneer” is coming 
out on January 1, I thought I 
would share with you how some 
people spent that day in the past. 
I don’t even know the names of 
all those who kept the diaries. 
Often, they didn’t put their 
names in the books. Perhaps you 
can guess who the authors might 
have been. If you do fi nd a clue, 
please let me know.

 Helen Tripp was one of the 
daughters of Alfred and Maria 
Utter Tripp. She was born Jan-
uary 26,1853, and she lived un-
til January 27, 1917. She lived 
in the brick house on the main 
street of Oak Hill with her fam-
ily. On January 1, 1874, she 
started a diary: 

Thursday, Weather very 
pleasant. I worked around the 
house until noon. In the after-
noon sewed on my dress. Did 
not go anywhere nor was there 
any one in here till evening. Mrs. 
Eliza Flower called. Received a 
letter from Libbie Russell.

Friday, January 2: Weather 
very pleasant, thawed all day. 
I sewed on my dress nearly all 
day. Aunt Mary Utter and Jim-
mie came down this evening to 
go to the donation. [I can imag-
ine what the donation was, but 
can anyone share more informa-
tion?] Aunt Mary invited us to 
go with her. The coal fi re went 
out last night. I had to make it 
up this morning. Aunt Mary had 
a very nice time; they cleared 
$104.

Saturday, January.3: Weath-
er very pleasant; thawed all day 
again today. I had to make the 
coal fi re again today. Father, 
Mother, Hattie and Carrie [her 
two youngest sisters] went over 
to Uncle Briggs today. [Uncle 
Briggs was a Tripp and lived in 
Medusa or Westerlo]. I fi nished 
my dress, all but the buttons and 
pockets.

Sunday, January 4:  Weather 
very nice and pleasant. Went to 
Durham to church this morn-
ing. Did not get back in time 
for Sunday School. Did not go 
to church this afternoon. [The 
Tripps lived next to the Oak Hill 
Methodist Church and were al-
ways very involved there.]  Or-
ville preached. I wrote a letter 
to Libbie Russell this evening. 
Did not go to church. [It sounds 
like there were opportunities to 
spend the whole day and eve-
ning at church.]

Chauncey B Day from Al-
cove recorded on January 
1,1887: Thurs. Went to Al-
cove—got 3 gal. kerosene.

The diary of another anon-
ymous person recorded: Jan 1, 
1888 Rained all day. Hugh here 
in evening. 

A. M. Cowles recorded in 
his diary: January 1, 1898: The 
snow that fell yesterday has 
been piled in heaps last night 
and the wind is still blowing. 
I could not get home last night 
for the snow was drifted.  Mr. 
Whitehead and myself played 5 
games of dominoes this morn-
ing.  In the evening played with 
Mr. Mackey. Mr. Cook and 
brother drove them to the house 
to break out the roads.

Jan. 1, 1918:  A diary from 
the Wade family recorded: Mary 
is with us. We stay in all day. 
Big Fire in Catskill 2:20 a.m.

Mrs. Mary D. Mattice from 
Catskill wrote: Wednesday, Jan 
1,1919: We stayed home. Made 
head cheese and hockeye [a pig 
product].

For years many Oak Hill and 
Vicinity families have gone to 
Florida in the winter; the Tripps, 
the Fords, and the Wades all had 
houses in the Bradenton area. 
For these folks, the New Year 
was a time to go south. A series 
of diaries written by the Wade 
family give an idea of what the 
New York folks did in Florida:

Gainesville Fla Jan 1, 1925. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bates, Nelson and 
I ate our New Year’s dinner to-
gether outside our tents plac-
ing our tables together. (Menu:  
fricasseed chicken, sweet and 
white potatoes, cucumber pick-
les, chili sauce, creamed onions, 
green peas, sweet corn, celery, 
cranberries sauce.  Coffee Lem-
on pies.) The men washed the 
dishes for us. Mrs. Bates and 
I called on Mrs. Harder from 
Hudson on this camp.

Jan 1, 1928: Spend the day a 
home. Bates are away the week 
end. Mr. and Mrs. Lasher called 
this afternoon. We spend our 
spare time writing letters. Nel-
son goes to church.

Deland Fla:  Jan 1, 1930 A 
very lovely day. Need no fi re. 
Wash this am; take a nap this af-
ternoon. And go with the Lash-
ers to see the Glorifi ed Ameri-
can Girl.

1934:  Deland, Fla. We go out 
for dinner and go to the movies 
in afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. Kipp 
from Orange City call in the 
evening. Tooldie seems some 
better today. 80 in the shade.

Jan 1, 1935: A lovely day. 
We call on Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
and the Hacks. Have our din-
ner at home. Spend our evening 
with Mr. and Mrs. Luke

Jan 2.  Three callers. Nice 
day. Our anniversary. Hacks for 
the evening.

Jan. 1, 1938: A lovely day. 

Had dinner at home. Junior with 
us. There was a dinner at the CC 
[country club?] Building for the 
Tourists but we did not go. The 
holidays passed off very pleas-
antly. Thunder showers later 
evening.

Jan 1, 1939:  callers this af-
ternoon.

Jan 2 this is our 56th wedding 
anniversary. Quite a change be-
tween then and now

Jan 1, 1940:  Mr. and Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Lasher, Nelson 
and I had our dinner at the Tour-
ist Club Rooms. A very nice 
turkey dinner gotten on purpose 
for the club about 230 were 
there.  Price 80 cents. The busi-
ness meeting at 7:00, then an 
entertainment and refreshments 
and card playing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howards came this afternoon. 

You can see the New York 
folks had a wide circle of 
friends, lots of activities, and 
warm weather. Some of them 
stayed a few months and then 
returned north. Others made 
Florida their permanent home. 

Another diary which has 
no name identifying its owner, 
written in an O-K Seal Theme 
Tablet is one of my favorites. It 
is titled “My Diary for 1936.”

Wed. Jan 1 --1936:  Geils, 
John and I were to Flossies & 
Harris. A beautiful day. Came 
back and stopped at Golda’s, 
they were sawing ice.

Thurs. Jan 2. John went on 
the road I did chores, washed, 
another lovely day starting to 
rain at night. Reggie Fowler 
broke his leg at Newells.

Friday, Jan 3. Johns home, it 
rained all day. John went with 
Floyd Nickerson after hay.  I 
went to Helens.

Saturday Jan 4:  Lovely 
day just like spring. Helen and 
I went to Middleburg got our 
money from Clarence, came 
back by way of Potter Hollow. 
Stopped at Ethel Bates got home 
about 4 oclock had a hay ride 
through the woods.

Sunday Jan 5: Just a perfect 
day Very icy rained last night.  
John walked to Elmers. Geil, 
K.O. and Cecile was down after 
milk.

Mary Wade, wife of Leslie 
Wade, lived in the Green Re-
vival house in Oak Hill. She 
became the Durham Town Clerk 
January 1, 1946 and record-
ed in her diary: We have Town 
Clerk’s offi ce and had the safe 
etc. moved to our house.  Wrote 
a few licenses.  Stayed home for 
New Year’s Day.

Jan. 2:  got desk ready for 
Town Papers, etc.  Had to get 
new battery for car. Pop [Leslie] 
got all the Town Clerk material 
in order for me. Not much busi-
ness yet. 

Brooks Atkinson, the dra-

ma critic for the “New York 
Times,” and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author who had a house in 
Durham on the Susquehanna 
Turnpike for many years, pub-
lished a book in 1951 called 
“Once Around the Sun.” It is 
presented in diary form in that 
there is an essay for every day 
of the year. 

Some essays describe local 
residents, but today I want to 
share his philosophical com-
ments on January 1, 1951. He 
was in New York City that day. 
His musings seem relevant for 
today: “New Year’s Day. The 
new year comes in with a sting. 
New York is alarmed. Rain fall-
ing at a freezing temperature 
has covered the sidewalks with 
a hard glaze. Speaking over the 
city radio the mayor personally 
warns motorists to keep off the 
icy streets. The Weather Bu-
reau forecasts a heavy snow-
storm tonight. At the moment, 
the year looks bright…. we are 
warm and we begin the new 
year triumphantly. The worst 
can happen; occasionally it 
does. Not many of us in Ameri-
ca are prepared for it, for we do 
not believe it in our bones. We 
cheerfully assume that in some 
mystic way love conquers all, 
the good outweighs evil in the 
just balances of the universe and 
that at the eleventh hour some-
thing gloriously triumphant 
will prevent the worst before 
it happens. In the austere light 
of the world’s experience our 
optimism is naïve. When wars 
and depressions strike us down, 
we are shocked, incredulous, 
and unprepared. But cautious 
calculations bore us; they have 
such a dismal appearance and 
sound. To Americans optimism 
is a more congenial attitude. It 
may be even more than that: it 
may be creative. For all that I 
know at the moment, ‘Happy 
New Year’ may be nothing less 
than prophecy as the world be-
gins one more journey around 
the sun.”

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas 
is the Town of Durham Histori-
an. She lives in Oak Hill, thus 
the name of her column. 
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Many people kept diaries in the past

The front of the “Once Around the Sun” dust jacket is typical of illustration in 1951 
when it was published. The book sold for $4.

The dress Helen Tripp wrote about in her diary would likely have been similar to those worn by the Tripp ladies in this picture. 
They prided themselves on their fashionable attire, made mostly at home. At that period of time, the local stores sold yard 
good and notions. Some ladies in town had a dressmaker come to stay for a week or so to make their new gowns.

The Tripps had a house in Bradenton, where the whole family visited.  I U was in 
fact living there when he died, but his body was returned to Oak Hill for burial in 
the Oak Hill Cemetery. They were members of the Bradenton Country Club.

Mary Wade of Oak Hill was one of the many area people who went to Florida each 
winter. Some visited; others retired there. Most people drove from the Catskills to 
Florida, and there are numerous accounts of their trips which took several days 
and possibly car repairs along the way. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The back of the dustjacket of Brooks Atkinson’s book pictures him and tells about 
his many achievements. History of the Oak 

Hill Methodist Church
By Mary Lou Nahas
For Capital Region Independent Media

The Durham-Oak Hill United Methodist 
Church congregation will worship in the Oak 
Hill sanctuary, 7886 Main Street (Route 81), 
on July 17 and 24 this year. 

On July 24 everyone is welcomed to a 
church picnic after worship. Today I wanted 
to share the story of the Oak Hill Church with 
you.

The Oak Hill Church was organized in 
1858. Charles Pierce, Israel Utter, James 
Welch and William Paddock were elected 
trustees. Before then the Methodists in Oak 
Hill met in the schoolhouse and the Rev. A.F. 
Selleck preached on Sunday evenings. In the 
morning he preached in Cornwallville, in 
Durham in the afternoon and at Cooksburg 
on a weekday evening.

In 1858, a building committee of nine men 
was appointed and the church was commis-
sioned at a cost of $1,500. Stephen Osterhout 
and his associates were awarded the contract 
to construct the building. These folks were a 
fi nancially conservative group and $900 was 
pledged before building commenced. They 
asked for a “belfry suitable to hold a good-
size bell.” 

The building was dedicated on Nov. 2, 
1859, with three services of preaching. The 
bell was not commissioned until 1863 when 
it was forged at the West Troy Bell Foundry 
(during the Civil War) at a cost of $340. The 
pews were purchased in 1897 for $250. 

According to the 2006 National Register 
Listing, the Oak Hill Methodist Church is 
architecturally signifi cant as an intact exam-
ple of later Greek Revival-style ecclesiasti-
cal design: “…the church features a straight 
forward fl oor plan, with the fi rst fl oor given 
over almost entirely to a worship space. There 
is no basement, only crawl space inside the 
foundation walls.  Finishes consist of plaster 
on lath ceilings and walls, beaded board wain-
scot, and plank fl ooring; the lathe, incidental-
ly, is of the split type. The dais is fronted by 
a railing of turned elements.  Forming the fo-
cal point on the dais area is a typically Greek 
Revival ecclesiastical treatment consisting of 
an entablature carried by pilasters, centered 
against the rear wall to form a backdrop.”

Also noted was: “Certainly noteworthy 
…is the treatment of the open bell stage of 
the tower, which is capped by a pyramidal 
roof and spire. From a distance the fl uted 
bell stage columns that support the roof and 
spire appear to be of the Corinthian order; 
upon closer inspection the treatment becomes 
more apparent. In order to replicate the effect 
of a highly ornate, foliated Corinthian capital, 
the builder composed the capitals of simple, 
scroll-sawn pieces, which when viewed from 
a distance, with the effect of light and shadow 
provide the same effect.

The Methodist Church was refurbished in 
1928-29. Walls and ceilings were renewed, 
new hardwood fl oors, memorial windows 
and lanterns were installed at a cost of more 
than $5,000.  The windows were dedicated 
to Addie Tripp, who grew up in the column 
house and was the long-time church organ-
ist; as well as Israel DeWitt, Niles S. Gifford, 
Helen Mabey (daughter of William Paddock), 
Elcha T. Dewitt, and James and Mary Utter.    

Overseeing those modifi cations were Mr. 
and Mrs. D.C. Dewitt, Harriet Broom, Mrs. 
Lovett Head, I.U. Tripp, Calvin Burnett, 
Horatio Hale, William Delamater, Ernest 
Ford and the Hilzinger family.

The history of the church is in many ways 

the history of Oak Hill. While St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church, which was built in 1834, was 
the church home of the earlier families in Oak 
Hill, the Methodist Church was equally im-
portant when it came along. 

To tell the story of the church, I have 
collected photos of the many weddings held 
there. The story I have is far from complete 
because the earliest wedding pictures I have 
date from 1950.  There must have been some 
weddings in the church before then and some-
one must have taken pictures of them. If you 
know of any please let me know, email them 
to me or bring them to the church services.

I’ve found pictures of the following wed-
dings: June Tallman and Peter Lounsbury 
(March, 1950); Shirley Burnett and Walter 
Ingalls (September, 1950); Margaret Ding-
man and Ray Hunt; Betty Jean and Larry 
Frank Cernick (October, 1950); Shirley Vin-
cent and Stanton Winnie (1951);;  Karolyn 
Vincent and Jonas Bogardus (1958);  Ann 
Fields and Jim Kiley; Carol Hayes and Frank 
Taylor (January, 1959); Beverly Ann Tubbs 
and Earnest Warner Jr. (September, 1963), 
Mary Armstrong and Edward Winters (July, 
1966), Elaine Armstrong and Percy Merritt 
(October, 1970); Eileen Mackey and Harry 
Ketchum (July, 1972); Nancy Winnie and 
Thomas Taylor (November, 1973); Sissy 
Kiley and Bruce Myhre (September, 1974), 
Gail Ives and Alexander Gardener III (Jan-
uary, 1977);Debbie McClure-Liam Treacy 
(October, 1977); Marie Armstrong and Kev-
in Holland (January, 1978).Doris Armstrong 
and Frank Vedder (1980); Donna Ives and 
Tim Kiley (1982); Patty Ives and Don Fetty 
(1983); Karen Ashley and Steve Tirpak (June, 
1984); Tina Harris and Michael Myhre (June 
2003); Kaarin and Aurturo Sampieri (2001); 
and Adrianna Ault and Bill Nolan (2007).  

Interestingly, the last two weddings were 
of downstate people who had their weddings 
here. I wish I could share them all with you 
today but there is not room. On several oc-
casions in the past there have been programs 
that have shared them.

There are services at the Oak Hill Church 
now only in the summer. Repairs were made 
to the bell tower and the building was painted 
in 2009 with several grants; the sign out front 
was repaired by the King family and the Boy 
Scouts, helped by Gary Warner; the ceiling, 
walls and fl oor in the vestibule were redone 
with the help of the Oak Hill Preservation As-
sociation. 

We were proud when the church was 
pictured in the Times Union along with the 
Cathedral of Immaculate Conception as one 
eight churches in the region celebrating New 
York’s religious architecture. We are equally 
grateful for the support of town residents who 
plant fl owers, do repairs and painting, and 
help care for the building. 

And we are thrilled that our current min-
ister, Pastor Arlene Beechert, grew up in Oak 
Hill and fi rst felt a call to the ministry while 
attending the church as a child. She will be 
conducting the services this year.

Today the Oak Hill Church is joined 
with the Durham Church; the Cornwallville 
Church is in the Farmer’s Museum in Coo-
perstown; and the Cooksburg Church is no 
more. 

The building will be open July 30 for the 
annual Oak Hill Days. There will be lots of 
treasures to purchase as well as some home-
made baked goods. And don’t forget the Pizza 
Box will be there too!  

Please join us on all three occasions this 
summer. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The 1950 wedding of June Tallman and Peter Lounsbury.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO   
The church’s bell tower has capitals to replicate a highly ornate, foliated 
Corinthian capitals, using simple scrollwork pieces.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
An early photo of the Oak Hill Church. Were these men part of the building committee?

VETERAN OWNED 
NANO FARM BREWERY

Trackside Pizza is right 
behind our Brewery 

offering Pizza, Wings 
Sandwiches and Burgers. 
You’re welcome to bring 

in your own food too. 

Also Available: 
32oz Crowlers & 

16oz 4-Pack Cans To Go.

109 MAIN STREET, RAVENA, NY • 518.756.2320

Offering a Variety of On-Site 
Craft Beers along with NY made 

Hard Cider & Sangria.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The inside of the church was plain but stylish.
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LONGENERGY.COM

FUEL DELIVERY 24 / 7 / 365

518-756-2555
Family-Owned Since 1945

98 MAIN STREET, RAVENA, NY
HVAC
Plumbing
Generac Generators

Propane
Fuel Oil
Diesel

Offering Propane and Heating Oil Energy Savings 
Contract at No Charge 

(Value at over $200) 
Terms and Conditions Apply
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 I wanted to thank everyone within the Ravena / Coeymans / 
Selkirk communities for their continued support over the last 
year. It has been difficult at times but we have managed to get 
through it and provide a helpful community service. We are back 
to regular business hours Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm / Sat 10am - 3pm 
/ Closed on Sundays
 Currently, with the volume of bottles and cans we are only 
taking drop offs - bring in your empties, place them in a designated 
area, we take your name and then give you the earliest time 
frame to come back or any time thereafter to collect your money.
Since opening in July 2018, we have helped raise approximately 
$52,500, which is almost 924,000 bottles/cans for 50 different 
organizations which anyone can donate to.
 We look forward to servicing the community in the future. 
If you have any questions regarding operation, donations or 
fundraisers please reach out....

Shane DeCrescenzo

Just Makes Cents
Bottle & Can Redemption Center

518-577-3084
Justmakescents6@gmail.com

2480 US Route 9W, Faith Plaza, Ravena
518-756-9091 • www.HopeFullLifeCenter.org

Helping Harvest
Grocery store for 
families in need!

SNAP, Credit and 
Debit Cards Now Accepted!

OPEN: MON, TUES, 
THURS, SAT 10-2 • WED, FRI 2-6

Building Your Dream Home?

ANNIVERSARY

ANNIVERSARY

Apply online in minutes at nbcoxsackie.com

Serving Greene, Schoharie and Albany Counties
1Pending credit approval. 11% down required. 

Rates and terms may change without notice. NMLS Co ID # 816880

National Bank of Coxsackie can Help
You with a Construction Loan1

•  We’re one of the few lenders that offer it!

•  Only 11% down required with NO PMI

•  Single closing with flexible disbursement schedules

•  No points, application, credit bureau, 
application or inspection fees

•  Competitive rates
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TCI NY participated in the first annual Capital Region BOCES 
National Signing Day.  Roberto Gonzalez a senior at RCS High School 
joined a group of 16 students who signed letters of intent with 
businesses in the Capital Region.
“We are excited to have Roberto join our team.  People are our most 
important asset,” said Brian Hemlock, President TCI NY.  “Through 
our partnership with RCS and BOCES students come to us ready to 
work and with the skills they need.”
“Going to work at TCI is an awesome opportunity.  I feel it is the start 
of a great career,” said Roberto Gonzalez.  “The pay and benefits are 
great, there are opportunities to advance, and I like the environment.  
They treat people right.”

To find out more about working at TCI, 
call John Barr at (518) 756-9997 

or go to www.tci-ny.com for more information.

TCI NY part of 
Inaugural Capital Region BOCES 

National Signing Day

L to R John Barr, TCI NY, Dr. Brian Bailey, Superintendent RCS High School, Roberto 
Gonzalez who signed with TCI, and his mom Elizabeth, Dr. Lisa Patierne RCS Principal and 
Mark Westcott, TCI NY.

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL HOME FOR 60 YEARS!

741 DELAWARE AVENUE, DELMAR, NY 12054

(518) 439-5560
WWW.MEYERSFUNERALHOME.COM

A family owned funeral home, started in 1968 by 
Ben Meyers of Alcove. In recent years taken over by 

his son, Stephen; who lives in Ravena. 

For personal service, flexibility and cost savings on 
your cremation and burial needs. Just 13 miles from 
downtown Ravena. I know people do not like to talk 
to the tax man or funeral director, but if I can be of 

any help at the time of need, please feel free to call.  

Stephen Meyers - Where the name on the sign out 
front matches the guy you talk to.

Burials starting at $2,835
Cremations starting at $995

Define Your Style with LP® 

SmartSide® Trim & Siding

Choose a siding option that ensures your 
home’s exterior reflects your aesthetic style. 

LP® SmartSide® Trim & Siding offers the warmth and 
beauty of traditional wood with the durability of LP 
engineered wood to complement any home style. 

Greenville  |  Windham  |  Latham

*Non-stock / Special order*

Seasonal 
Full & Part-Time Housekeeping

Pine Lake Manor
An All Inclusive Family Vacation Resort

WE’RE HIRING AT

WWW.PINELAKEMANOR.COM

Please Call 518-966-5745
Come Join the Family!!

11780 Rte. 9W • Coxsackie, NY 12192 • 518.653.5367

All Natural ‘I Scream’ 

Ice Cream • Hotdogs

Ice Cream Cakes 
For Any Occasion!

OUTDOOR SUPPLIES
11779 St. Route 9W, 

W.Coxsackie, NY 12192
518-731-3900

EXCAVATING
325 Medway-Earlton Rd.

Earlton, NY. 12058
518-731-6190

Halsted 
Companies
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• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

Nation
Pickers

• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

2530 Route 9W, Ravena, NY
Closed Monday • Open 11-5
Saturday’s 10-5
518.495.9225

An Affordable 25 Multi Dealer
Antique / Vintage / Collectable Shop

FOUNDED IN 1958

Anatriello Agency
Insurance of course!

2477 US Route 9W, Ravena, NY 12143
Johna@AnatrielloAgency.com • AnatrielloAgency.com

“Excellent to do 
business with.”

-Peter Mahan

“Very friendly and 
knowledgeable 

people. A 
pleasure to do 
business with!!”

-Darrell Owens

“Competitive prices. 
Detail oriented and personalized 

service. Thumbs up.”

-Pete Foronda

HOUSEAUTO BUSINESS
u Personal Service

u Attention To Detail

u Over 60 Years Of Family Owned Business 

u Providing Service To The Community

Deep Steam Extraction
For your carpets, upholstery, 

vehicle, & office!

518.756.2669
Raymond Magee - Owner

Brightway 
Cleaning Service

Call Today 518.528.0144
challacombeconstruction@gmail.com

Challacombe Spray Foam

www.ChallacombeConstruction.com

Providing Kitchen and Bathroom 
Remodels and Spray Foam Applications

O u r  h o l i s t i c  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  f o c u s e s  o n

e x p l o r i n g  u n d e r l y i n g  c a u s e s  o f  y o u r  s y m p t o m s ,  n o t

j u s t  t h e  s y m p t o m s  t h e m s e l v e s .

 

W e  l o o k  a t  t h e  w h o l e  p i c t u r e ,  a n d  p r o v i d e  t h e r a p i e s

t h a t  c a n  h e l p  y o u  u n r a v e l  w h a t  i s  g o i n g  o n  w i t h i n

y o u r  b o d y .

 

I n s t e a d  o f  j u s t  t r e a t i n g ,  w e  t a k e  t h e  t i m e  t o  t e a c h

y o u  a b o u t  y o u r  b o d y .  T h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  c a n

e m p o w e r  y o u  t o  m o v e  i n  n e w  w a y s .

 

O u r  g o a l  i s  t o  h e l p  s u p p o r t  y o u r  b o d y  a c h i e v e  i t ' s

m o s t  o p t i m a l  f o r m  a n d  f u n c t i o n .  

C H I R O P R A C T I C
 

E N E R G Y  H E A L I N G
 

Y O G A
 

G R O U P  F I T N E S S
 

I N F R A R E D  S A U N A
 

N A T U R A L  A E S T H E T I C S  B Y  L I N D A

2 0  C O U N T R Y  E S T A T E S  R O A D
G R E E N V I L L E ,  N Y

E X P E R I E N C E  D E E P E R  H E A L I N G

C A L L  T O D A Y :  ( 5 1 8 )  8 6 0 - 9 5 5 5

L e a r n  m o r e  a t :
w w w . c a t s k i l l v a l l e y c h i r o p r a c t i c . c o m

A 
Aboard
Cruises depart & 

return to Shady 
Harbor Marina

  MM          

$5 discount with current dinner receipt from 
The Boathouse Grille

Sightseeing
Saturday, & Sunday 1:00 & 3:00

Sunset Cruises
Friday, Saturday, & Sunday 6:00PM

Private Charters
2 hr min | up to 12 people | offered 
everyday with 24 hours noticeeveryday with 24 hours notice

518-784-3513
70 Shady Harbor Drive, New Baltimore, NY 12124
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By Dr. Billy Holland
For Capital Region Independent Media

God’s infi nite love for us is the 
foundation of the Christian faith, 
for without Jesus being raised to 
conquer death, hell and the grave, 
He would have been just another 
courageous martyr. 

You see, His perfect blood was 
sprinkled on the mercy seat and 
was the only payment that was 
holy and powerful enough to re-
deem, transform and purchase the 
spirits of those who will believe. 

John 19:30 declares the Son 
of God cried from the cross, “It 
is fi nished,” which guaranteed the 
covenant authority of God’s word 
is true and the spiritual reality that 
eternal salvation is now available 
for all who hear the Gospel, are 
convicted to repent, and choose 
to embrace Him by faith. This is 
why the gospel is called “the good 
news” and truly it is the ultimate 
promise of hope and peace the 
world needs to hear.

Christians experience the 
life-changing miracle of God so 
loving the world that He sent His 
Son to save us from our sins. He 
desires to restore us back into the 
personal fellowship that was lost 
when Adam and Eve disobeyed 
Him in the Garden. 

The greatest love story ever 
told is recorded in the Bible and 
many of you have memorized the 
message found in Matthew 28:5-
6, when the angels appeared to the 
women at the empty tomb. 

“The angel said to the women, 
‘Do not be afraid, for I know that 

you are looking for Jesus, who 
was crucifi ed. He is not here, for 
He is risen as He said! Come, see 
the place where they placed His 
body.’”

It’s diffi cult to comprehend just 
how paramount these words are. 
It’s critical within our commission 
to relay this truth, to emphasize 
the glorious signifi cance of what 
His sacrifi ce and resurrection ac-
complished, what it guarantees for 
those who believe, and how we 
can obtain and have a blessed as-
surance of these glorious promises 
today.

The Lord has given most of us 
a good life fi lled with blessings, 
but I’m sure you have noticed that 
no matter how much “stuff” we 
accumulate, it does not bring spir-
itual contentment or joy. Material 
possessions, money, friends and 
loved ones can make us happy to a 
certain extent, but nothing on earth 
can satisfy or take the place of our 
personal relationship with God. 

When we talk about hope, this 
usually means we are wondering 
if something is going to turn out 
the way we want, but there is a 
spiritual hope empowered by faith 
where we can defi nitely know our 
prayers will be answered without 
having to worry or be afraid. 

Romans 15:13 reminds us, 
“May the God of hope fi ll you 
with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that by the power of the Holy 
Spirit you may abound in hope.” 

You see, those who trust and 
know God have been born again 
into an eternal inheritance that can 

never change or fail. 
Be encouraged today in know-

ing that when Christ accomplished 
His mission on the cross and rose 
from the dead, those who are par-
takers with Him are preserved by 
the greatest power and authority in 
heaven and earth. He is the creator 
of all things, and is the Alpha and 
Omega. 

We do not place our confi -
dence in this earthly realm, but we 
can completely trust the one who 
knows everything, created ev-
erything and controls everything. 
Humans try to build the perfect 
life without God, but only Christ 
is truly perfect. He is holy and 
blameless, omniscient, omnipres-
ent, omnipotent and exalted to the 
highest place, with a name that is 
above every name. 

It’s good news to know that as 
God’s child, we have a crown of 
glory with our name on it, as our 
future home is reserved for us in 
heaven forever. Like Abraham, we 
are looking forward to that city 
with foundations, whose architect 
and builder is God. 

Let us rejoice and be eternally 
grateful to Christ for becoming 
the bridge of light, hope and truth 
between this realm and the life to 
come. Rejoice today that He is ris-
en! 

Luke 18:33 declares, “And 
they shall scourge him, and put 
him to death: and the third day he 
shall rise again.” 

Praise Him forever! 
Read more about the Christian 

life at billyhollandministries.com.

The Passion of Christ 
is God’s amazing grace

Living on Purpose

Because you care! 
Sometimes, things don’t always work out at home for a child.     
New  York’s Office of Children and Family Services estimates that 130,000 

children around the state live with a grandparent, an aunt or uncle, or other 
family member. Some even live with close family friends. When a family member 
or close family friend assumes the responsibility of caring for a child, that’s called 
Kinship Care.        

Perhaps you are a kinship care provider, or know someone who is. If you are, 
you do it for all the right reasons. Because you care.  But there’s good news.    
St. Catherine’s Center for Children has launched a new program to support    
kinship caregivers in Albany, Schenectady, Greene and Ulster Counties. The     
program connects caregivers like you to a variety of community and public     
support services, providing you with the tools you need to succeed. Want to learn 
more? Call us at the number below, or email kinshipcare@st-cath.org 

St. Catherine’s Center for Children 
40 North Main Avenue, Albany, NY 12203 

www.st-cath.org  •  518-453-6700

St-Cath_Kinship Care_6-21_Layout 1  6/30/2021  2:37 PM  Page 1
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear 
from you. Send information about up-
coming events and news to news@

greenvillepioneer.com. 

(We need to have announcements 
at least two weeks in advance.)

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations
SHOUT OUTS!

Shout it out to a family member, 
friend, business or group of people.

Message could be an I love you, congratulations, 
happy birthday, cheer on a team or person.

ADVERTISE ON OUR NEW PAGE

for more information
CALL 413.212.0130

By Russell Gloor
For Capital Region Independent Media

Dear Rusty: 
My wife passed from 

COVID-related heart disease in 
2020, just short of her 65th birth-
day. I will be 66 in May 2023. Do 
I have any recourse for a part of 
her benefi t? Online at ssa.gov it 
says I can retire four months ear-
ly due to her passing. Is that true? 
I’m confused on these issues.

Signed: Confused Widower
Dear Confused: Our condo-

lences on the untimely loss of 
your wife. To answer your ques-
tion, you are already eligible to 
collect a survivor benefi t from 
your wife, but you may wish to 
consider a few points before de-
ciding when to do that: 

If you claim your survivor 
benefi t now, before your full re-
tirement age (FRA) of 66 years 
and six months, the amount you 
get will be reduced. The reduc-
tion would be 4.75% for each full 
year early (0.396% per month 
early). If taken at your FRA, 
your survivor benefi t would be 
100% of the amount your wife 
was receiving (or was eligible to 
receive) at her death, but if you 
claim it before your FRA, it will 
be reduced. 

You will become eligible for 
your full survivor benefi t four 
months earlier than your normal 
FRA; in other words, you can get 
100% of the benefi t your wife 
had earned up to her death when 
you are 66 years and two months 
old. But if you are still working 
at that time, you will be subject to 
Social Security’s “earnings test,” 
which may affect your eligibili-
ty to collect benefi ts earlier than 
your full retirement age. 

The earnings test applies un-
til you reach your FRA, so if you 
claim your survivor benefi t before 
your FRA and exceed the earn-
ings limit, you will lose some of 
your survivor benefi ts. The earn-
ings limit for future years isn’t 
yet known, but the 2022 limit is 
$19,560 per year, or $1,630 per 
month for the remainder of the 
year if you claim mid-year. If 
you’re working full-time at a de-
cent salary, you would probably 
be disqualifi ed from receiving 
early survivor benefi ts (because 
your benefi t amount wouldn’t be 
suffi cient to offset the penalty for 

exceeding the earnings limit). 
It’s possible for you to claim 

your survivor benefi t completely 
independent of your own SS re-
tirement benefi t. So, for example, 
you can collect only your survi-
vor benefi t fi rst and allow your 
personal SS retirement benefi t to 
continue to grow, up to age 70, 
when it reaches maximum. That 
might be prudent if you expect at 
least average longevity because 
it would allow you to maximize 
your personal benefi t while still 
collecting your survivor bene-
fi t (average longevity for a man 
your current age is about 84). For 
clarity, you don’t get your sur-
vivor benefi t in addition to your 
personal benefi t – you get one or 
the other (whichever is more). 

Considering your circum-
stances, if you are now working 
full-time and will continue to do 
so, it may be prudent to wait until 
your full retirement age (66 years 
and six months) to collect your 
full survivor benefi t (thus avoid 
the earnings limit). At your FRA, 
you can take your unreduced sur-
vivor benefi t (only) and allow 
your own SS retirement benefi t 
to continue to grow, up to age 70, 
if you like. 

At age 70, your personal SS 
benefi t would be 28% more than 
it would be at your FRA and 
would replace your smaller sur-
vivor benefi t from your wife. If 
you’re not currently working 
full-time or if you stop work-
ing, the earnings limit won’t ap-
ply and you can claim your full 
survivor benefi t (only) at age 66 
and two months, and still defer 
claiming your own benefi t until a 
later age for a higher amount (but 
don’t wait longer than age 70). 

This article is intended for 
information purposes only and 
does not represent legal or fi -
nancial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Association 
(NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not 
affi liated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental enti-
ty. To submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advi-
sory) or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org.

Can a widower 
get full survivor 
benefi ts early?

Social Security Matters
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(518)831-2442
112 Rotterdam Corporate Park, Schenectady, NY 

CALL FOR A FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION! 

* Void where prohibited by law. Promotions may not be combined or used with prior purchases. Customer will receive 15% off list price. Promotion to be applied by sales representative at time of contract execution with 8 window minimum purchase. Bonus gift is a 5000 BTU Air Conditioner Haier Model 
#HWF05XCR-L, maximum value $150, may be substituted for a credit of equal value. Company not responsible for installation or warranty of doorbell. Available at time of initial visit only. Expires 07/31/2022. (t) No Money Down, No Interest, No Payments applies if the balance is paid in full within 24 months. 
Renewal by Andersen of Eastern NY [RBA] is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided by 3rd party lenders unaffiliated with RBA, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements, approval and satisfactory completion of 
finance documents. Finance terms advertised are estimates only. RBA does not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing RBA customers. ** High-Performance™ Low-E4® SmartSun™ glass. Values are based on comparison of 
Renewal by Andersen® double-hung insert window SHGC to the SHGC for clear dual panel glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006 and 2009 International Energy Conservation Code. Actual savings and payback period may vary geographically and depend upon condition of home, insulation, 
weather conditions, cost of fuel, fuel consumption, current usage and lifestyle. (x) RBA is not responsible for typos. For J.D. Power 2021 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards.. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “Renewal by Andersen” and the Renewal 
by Andersen logo are registered trademarks of Andersen Corporation. All other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. © 2022 Andersen Corporation.

B O N U S

FREE
AIR CONDITIONER*

NO MONEY DOWN  
NO PAYMENTS  
NO INTEREST 

We Have a Cure for  
Summertime Heat

PLUS

AND

Summer Heat
Sweepstakes
Win $10,000
window or patio door project

O F F E R  E N DS  J U LY  3 1 ST

E N T E R  TO DAY  AT:  
RBAEasternNY.com /Sweepstakes

Call (518)831-2442 Today!

15%
OFF

WINDOWS &  
PATIO DOORS*

2 YEARS
t

Call (518)831-2442 Today!

SAVE THOUSANDS ON HEATING & COOLING**
Your home is your best investment

4.9/5 stars with over 900 reviews

Regonized by J.D. Power for  
“Highest in Customer Satisfaction with  
Window and Patio Door Retailers and  

Manufacturers in the U.S.”
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