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COVID-19 death toll 
could reach 240,000

See page 9

We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
News about COVID-19 is chang-
ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
ably changed since we sent this 
paper to the printing presses. We 
encourage you, if possible, to 
visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/greenvillepioneer 
where we are sharing breaking 
news, closings and cancelations. 

To our readers,

Thank you, 
The Greenville Pioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―
Everyone is aware by now 
of mandates to practice so-
cial distancing, hand hygiene 
and other ways of preventing 
transmission of the coronavi-
rus, but here’s a possible dan-
ger you may not have thought 
of — spreading the virus 
through your trash.

Trash disposal was deemed 
an “essential” service by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo when he put 
strict regulations in place in 
the battle against COVID-19. 
But waste-disposal experts say 
there are risks if garbage is not 
handled and packaged proper-
ly — and that is a concern for 
them.

In Greenville, the town 
recycling center is open, but 
with limited hours. Town res-
idents needing to dispose of 
trash or recyclables can stop 
by the center from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday and Sat-
urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
the community safe, we ask 
that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 
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Trash is a possible danger when it comes to spreading COVID-19.

Trash can pose 
COVID-19 risk

See TRASH, page 10

Schools 
remain 
closed

By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

GREENVILLE—Schoo l s 
will remain closed statewide 
through mid-April and the state’s 
fi rst temporary hospital was 
completed in New York City on 
Friday as New York remains the 
nation’s epicenter for the novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Schools will now remain 
closed statewide through April 
15. Schools across New York 
were ordered closed March 18 
through April 1 to be reassessed 
every two weeks. The state’s 
waiver was extended for school 
districts to receive state aid with-
out holding physical classes for 
180 days. 

During this time, schools are 
still required to provide continu-
ity of instruction, meals for stu-
dents and information on avail-
able childcare resources

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier,” 
said Greenville Central School 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland. “When the District 
receives additional guidance 
concerning the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, we will be able 
to share more details and answer 
additional questions, including 
those surrounding spring break, 
grading, and other regulatory 
requirements. We recognize the 
diffi culties faced by our students 
and families and ask for patience 
during these unprecedented 
times.”

“Our teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families have done an 
amazing job working together to 
keep our students engaged while 
schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
proposed budget amend-
ment that would cut local 
voices out of the solar per-
mitting process is moving 
forward despite pushback 
from Greene and Columbia 
county officials.

Negotiations are con-
tinuing on the proposed 
changes to siting solar and 
wind energy, known as the 
Accelerated Renewable 
Energy Growth and Com-
munity Benefit Act, said 
Jordan Levine, deputy com-
munications director for the 
energy and environment in 
the office of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“It is impossible to say 

if anything outside the 
normal will get done, but 
renewable energy siting is 
still on the table,” he said.

Since the budget amend-
ment was announced on 
Feb. 21, local officials have 
warned that changing so-
lar siting laws to abolish 
the existing review process 
would violate home rule 
and diminish local author-
ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
Supervisor Rick Hanse.

“We are at the mercy 
of the state whether they 
take it out of the budget, 

and should it pass, the state 
will have complete authori-
ty to override town zoning 
laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
ist.”

Hanse said local offi-
cials have been lobbying 
lawmakers to debate the 
proposed amendment sep-
arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 

the amount of ‘touch’ our drivers have on garbage.”
— CARMEN BARBATO JR., OWNER OF CARMEN BARBATO, INC.

O�  cials are 
concerned that the 
proposed changes 

could accelerate the 
development of solar 
farms across Greene 

and Columbia 
counties, including 

Hecate Energy’s 
proposed 700-acre 

facility in Copake and 
the Flint Mine solar 

project in Coxsackie.
See SOLAR, page 10

Chiropractic wellness center opens its doors
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — Catskill Valley Chi-
ropractic opened its doors in Greenville, 
offering a range of care and treatment mo-
dalities.

The facility, located at 20 Country Es-
tates Road, held a grand opening June 11.

Dr. Liz Boomhower, a chiropractor 
who grew up in Greenville, said she is 
gratifi ed to bring her health care offerings 
to her hometown community. The center 
offers far more than chiropractic care, she 
said.

“I was very intentional about the name 
— Catskill Valley Chiropractic, A Center 
For Wellness — because it’s really not 
only chiropractic. Although I am a Doctor 
of Chiropractic, that is what I bring to the 
facility, but we also have a bunch of prac-
titioners here that I am working with, such 
as yoga, Reiki and Natural Aesthetics by 
Linda also practices out of here.”

The center has a yoga practitioner and 
offers group fi tness classes, and more ser-

vices may be added in the future, Boom-
hower said.

“We hope to expand to bring more to 
this community, like meditation and oth-
er healing arts that align with my mission, 
which is to bring holistic and conservative 
care and healing modalities to my home-
town,” she said.

Boomhower said her parents were born 
and raised in Greenville, and she graduat-
ed from Greenville Central High School 
before receiving her chiropractic training. 
She was drawn to the fi eld because of her 
love of nature.

“Early on in my teen years I started hik-
ing the Catskill Mountains and exploring 
the beauty. I have always been in love with 
nature,” Boomhower said. “I was raised on 
a farm so I love animals and I think that 
peace and healing and environment that I 
found in the mountains when hiking and 
in nature, that is really what inspired me 
to try to bring that to others in whatever 
way I could, whether by creating a place to 
fi nd that same healing or providing manual 

See CENTER, page 9
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Owl watches over 
Coxsackie after 

2021 microburst
See page 5

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — The Class 
of 2022 saw 74 seniors take to 
the stage Friday evening to ac-
cept their diplomas during the 
94th annual commencement 
at Greenville Central High 
School.

They filed into the audito-
rium to the traditional tune of 
“Pomp and Circumstance.”

Senior John “Jack” Motta 
led the audience in the Pledge 

of Allegiance and Principal 
Kristy Goergen delivered the 
welcome address.

She told the graduating class 
they experienced a great deal of 
change throughout their high 
school years, including living 
through a pandemic, and even a 
new high school principal. Go-
ergen thanked the class for giv-
ing her a warm welcome when 
she took the school’s helm.

“Graduation is a time to re-
flect on your years in school. 

It’s a time to look back on your 
accomplishments, the challeng-
es you overcame, the memories 
made and celebrate where you 
are now,” Goergen said.

Cheyenne Bogusz deliv-
ered the salutatorian address, 
expressing gratitude to those 
who helped her along the way 
and reflecting on the unique 
experience her class had living 
through the COVID-19 pan-
demic for much of their time in 

See GRADUATES, page 9

Annual town meeting targets community concerns
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

DURHAM — Newcomers to 
the community, broadband access 
and roadside trash were some of the 
questions raised at the second annu-
al town meeting.

The meeting, held at Brand-
ow Memorial Park on Clay Hill 
Road, was a recommendation of 
the town’s comprehensive plan, 
said Bernard Rivers, chairman of 
Durham Connect, the organization 
that hosted the meeting.

“The comprehensive plan rec-
ommended that the town should 
hold an annual meeting to present 
each annual report and provide an 

opportunity for a community dis-
cussion about it,” Rivers said. “This 
is that meeting.”

The fi rst annual town meeting 
was held in June 2021.

“The meeting is just a chance 
for residents and offi cials to meet 
and hear from each other,” Rivers 
said.

The meeting was led by Rivers, 
Town Supervisor Shawn Marriott, 
and Town Councilwoman Joan 
Breslin. Breslin is also the deputy 
chairwoman of Durham Connect 
and the town board’s representative 
to the committee.

Marriott said holding events at 
Brandow Memorial Park is a goal 

of the town board.
“This is the second event we 

have had here. We want to start do-
ing more in the park,” Marriott said. 
“We talk about this a lot at town 
board meetings. This is the only 
[property] that the town really owns 
besides the town building, so we 
are starting to work towards putting 
more into this park.”

Town Highway Superintendent 
Joseph van Holsteyn was unable to 
attend the meeting to provide an an-
nual update to the community, but 
Rivers read his report in his stead.

“We were able to do more last 

See MEETING, page 8
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Greenville Central High School celebrated its 94th annual commencement Friday in the auditorium.
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John “Jack” Motta makes his way to the stage with the commencement 
processional at the start of Friday’s ceremony.
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Dr. Liz Boomhower celebrated the grand opening of Catskill Valley Chiropractic, A Center For 
Wellness, on June 11.
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Patrick Close accepts his diploma during the commencement ceremony.
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Bernard Rivers, chairman of Durham Connect, welcomes the crowd to the 
town’s second annual meeting at Brandow Memorial Park.

74 graduates take to the 
stage for commencement

Visit Our Full Service Website Including Instant Chat: www.victordevito.com

Get Your
Rate Now!

Not all Nationwide affiliated companies are mutual companies and not all Nationwide members are insured by a mutual company. Nationwide is on your wide, and the Nationwide N and Eagler are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. 2015 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. NPR-0784A0(12/15)

Victor F. DeVito, YOUR UPSTATE Elite Agency
Servicing All Nationwide Accounts - Auto-Home-Life-Business

Text Now: 518-424-7865 or Call: 518-785-5054

Thinking Insurance? Think Nationwide
Thinking Nationwide? Think Victor DeVito!



2	 	 													The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  July 1, 2022

news@greenvillepioneer.com   •  www.greenvillepioneer.com
413-212-0130 

ADVERTISING - All advertising requests must be made one week in advance. 

NEWS DESK - News items must be received twelve days prior to publication.  

OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed with a funeral home. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. Authors are limited to one letter every 30 days. 
Letters are published at the discretion of the editor and must be original content.  

POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 164 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 149 
Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The cost for a subscription is $40 annually.
For Customer Service issues call 413-212-0130  or email Wdewsjr@gmail.com

Mark Vinciguerra
PRESIDENT

Warren Dews, Jr. 
PUBLISHER 

wdewsjr@gmail.com

Melanie Lekocevic 
EDITOR 

melaniel123@icloud.com

JULY 2022
4 - Independence Day. All town offi  ces 
closed.
5 - Durham Town Board workshop, 7:30 
p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
6 - New Baltimore Zoning Board of Ap-
peals meeting, 7:30 p.m., at Town Hall, 
3809 County Route 51, New Baltimore.
6 - Greenville Golden Years Club meeting 
with a pizza party, at 12 p.m., American 
Legion Hall, 54 Maple Avenue, Greenville. 
6 - Greenville Town Planning Board meet-
ing, 7 p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 
Route 32, Greenville.
7 - Cairo Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
8-10 - Arts Around Greenville Prevost Hall 
Art Show opening reception, 6-9 p.m. In-
formation at www.cpog.org and on Face-
book.
9- Second Saturday’s Film Series, hosted 
by Athens Cultural Center with outdoor 
screenings at Athens Riverfront Park, at 2 
p.m. and 3:30 p.m. Free admission.
11 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at 
Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
11 - New Baltimore Town Board meeting, 
7 p.m., at Town Hall, 3809 Route 51, New 
Baltimore.
12 - Summer Concert Series, 6 p.m., at the 
gazebo in Veterans’ Park, intersection of 
Routes 32 and 81, Greenville. The Lustre 
Kings will perform. Free admission. Bring 

a lawn chair.
14 - New Baltimore Planning board meet-
ing,  7 p.m., at Town Hall, 3809 Route 51, 
New Baltimore.
14 - Brooks BBQ at the Greenville gazebo 
in Veterans Park, intersection of Routes 32 
and 81, 4 p.m. until sold out, to benefi t the 
community programs of the Greenville 
Rotary Club. Chicken dinners are $13, rib 
dinners $15. No pre-sales, halves or a la 
carte. For more information email Green-
villenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
14-17 - Grey Fox Bluegrass Festival, 1 
Poultney Road, Oak Hill. Visit www.grey-
foxbluegrass.com for more information. 
16 - Finale festival of the Taste of the 
Catskills Irish Arts Week, 2267 Route 145, 
East Durham. Workshops all week. Visit 
www.catskillsirishartsweek.com for more 
information.
18 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 
p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, 
Greenville.
19 - Summer Concert Series, 6 p.m., at the 
gazebo in Veterans’ Park, intersection of 
Routes 32 and 81, Greenville. Moonshine 
Mule will perform. Free admission. Bring a 
lawn chair.
19 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
23-24 - Arts Around Greenville, Art Studio 
Tour, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Studio tour map 
available at www.cpog.org.
23-24 - Greenville Public Library Gallery 

Art Show, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., on Route 32, 
Greenville. Free admission.
24 - Greene County Annual K-9 Golf Tour-
nament, at Blackhead Mountain Lodge 
and Country Club, 75 Crows Nest Road, 
Round Top. Cost: $90 per person. Visit 
www.blackheadmtn.com for more infor-
mation.
25 - New Baltimore Town Board meeting, 7 
p.m., at Town Hall, 3809 County Route 51, 
New Baltimore.
26 - Summer Concert Series, 6 p.m., at 
the gazebo in Veterans’ Park, intersection 
of Routes 32 and 81, Greenville. Dusk ‘Til 
Dawn will perform. Free admission. Bring 
a lawn chair.

AUGUST 2022
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at 
Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
2 - Summer Concert Series, 6 p.m., at the 
gazebo in Veterans’ Park, intersection of 
Routes 32 and 81, Greenville. Get Up Little 
Jack will perform. Free admission. Bring a 
lawn chair.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop, 7:30 
p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meet-
ing, 7 p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 
Route 32, Greenville.
4 - Cairo Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
6 - 41st Annual Car Show and Cruise Night, 
all day, at Angelo Canna Town Park, Cairo.
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  

GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

To have your organiza-
tion’s events added to our 

calendar, please enter them 
online at www.greenvillepi-

oneer.com
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
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THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

For over 30 years, the Carver 
Company’s Core Compe-

tencies consist of General & 
Marine Construction, Sand 

and Gravel Mining, Property 
Management, Port, Stevedor-

ing, Terminal & Warehouse 
Management, Maritime and 
Logistics, and Tug and Barge 

Marine Towing. 494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

HUDSON — The Colum-
bia-Greene Humane Society/SPCA 
is happy to announce that they will 
once again be open seven days 
a week to help accommodate all 
schedules for people who want to 
adopt a forever pet or need shelter 
services. 

In addition, after a nearly two-
year lapse because of COVID-19, 
CGHS/SPCA will once again be 
offering children’s birthday parties 
at the shelter, back by popular de-
mand.

The shelter’s boarding, daycare 
and grooming services are also in 
full swing, and now offers group 
dog playdates as well. For more 
information, please call 518-828-
6044 ext. 100 or email jessica@
cghs.org.

The Humane Society also has 

dozens of kittens available for adop-
tion – both males and females, in all 
colors. And…CGHS/SPCA cur-
rently has more than a dozen adult 
mini Labradoodles that will be up 
for adoption.

For more information on adop-

tions, birthday parties or any other 
programs and services offered by 
CGHS/SPCA, please call 518-828-
6044 or email info@cghs.org. 

The organization’s website also 
offers lots of details at cghs.org.

Humane Society opens 7 days a week

• Alexis Cummings, of Cairo, has been recognized 
by the School of Arts and Humanities at The College of 
Saint Rose during its 2022 Honors Convocation. Cum-
mings is a  music education major.

• Phebe Cunningham, a member of the Class of 
2023 majoring in architectural engineering at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute, was a member of a student team 
that recently completed an intense research project ti-
tled “Development of a Public Heritage Garden in the 
Fes Medina.” At WPI, all undergraduates are required 
to complete a research-driven, professional-level proj-
ect that applies science and technology to address an 
important societal need or issue.

• Three local students have been named to the Pres-
ident’s List for the spring semester at Siena College. 
They are Sierra Gilroy, of Westerlo; Aidan O’Connor, 
of Greenville; and Claire Tolan, of Greenville. 

• The following students have achieve dean’s list in-
clusion for the spring 2022 semester at Siena College: 

Emma Collins, of Greenville, Timothy Ryan, of West-

erlo; and Riley Uht, of Greenville.
• Patrick Byrne, of East Durham, graduated from 

Buffalo State with a bachelor’s degree in business ad-
ministration in spring 2022.

• Five area students were named to the dean’s list at 
SUNY Oneonta. They include: Joanna Brach, of West-
erlo, an English major; Alice Brennan, of Greenville, 
an English and meteorology major; Cali Ely, of Round 
Top, a childhood education major; Alyssa Jackson of 
Cairo, who is pursuing a degree in early child/child-
hood education; and Lauryn Williams, of Earlton, who 
is pursuing a degree in art and design.

• Mikaela Phillips, of East Durham, was named to 
the Castleton University President’s List for the spring 
semester.

• Sydney Ahrberg, of Greenville, completed the fi rst 
year of the Honors Program at Wilkes University. She 
is one of 43 students who joined the program for the 
2021-22 academic year.

College and Military Corner

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The Columbia-Greene Humane Society is once again open seven days a week, 
after abbreviated hours during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Charges can be amended or 
dismissed.

STATE POLICE
■ Ian Shaham, 28, of Catskill, 

was arrested June 8 at 3:28 p.m. in 
Catskill and charged with first-de-
gree bail jumping a class D felony. 
He was held.

■ Amber Law, 33, of South 
Cairo, was arrested June 8 at 6 
p.m. in Hunter and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, 
both unclassified misdemeanors. 
She was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Ronald Stetkewicz, 47, was 
arrested June 8 at 9:50 p.m. in Cai-
ro and charged with second-de-
gree criminal trespass, a class A 
misdemeanor. He was released on 
his own recognizance.

■ Joshua Kotze, 37, of Cairo, 
was arrested June 9 at 12:58 a.m. 
in Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, a class E felony, 
and operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content over 
0.08% and driving while intoxicat-
ed, both unclassified misdemean-
ors. He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ John Araneda, 62, of Pratts-
ville, was arrested June 9 at 10:04 
p.m. and charged with fourth-de-
gree criminal mischief, a class A 
misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Aaron Daily, 20, of Wind-
ham, was arrested June 10 at 3:40 
a.m. in Windham and charged with 
second-degree criminal trespass, a 
class A misdemeanor, and driving 
while intoxicated and aggravated 
driving while intoxicated, both un-
classified misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Richard Winchester, 45, of 
Athens, was arrested June 9 at 
2:57 a.m. in Athens and charged 
with second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
resisting arrest and seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, all class A misdemean-
ors, and aggravated unlicensed 
operation/alcohol, an unclassified 
misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Dewayne Krzykowski, 65, 
of Cairo, was arrested June 9 at 
10:04 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content over 
0.08% and driving while intoxicat-
ed, both unclassified misdemean-
ors. He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Frank Giuffre, 50, of Pratts-
ville, was arrested June 10 at 10:10 
p.m. in Prattsville and charged 
with second-degree unlawful im-
prisonment, a class A misdemean-
or. He was released on his own 
recognizance.

■ Philip DeSanctis, 27, of 
Albany, was arrested June 11 at 
12:55 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with manufacture of drug-related 
paraphernalia and seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance, both class A 
misdemeanors. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Ryan McCormick, 34, of 
Boston, Massachusetts, was arrest-
ed June 11 at 2:19 a.m. in Catskill 
and charged with operating a mo-
tor vehicle with a blood-alcohol 
content over 0.08% and driving 

while intoxicated, both unclassi-
fied misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.

■ Aamiya Williams, 22, of Shir-
ley, was arrested June 11 at 8:45 
p.m. in Coxsackie and charged 
with two counts of first-degree 
introduction of dangerous contra-
band into a prison and one count 
of fifth-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance with in-
tent to sell, both class D felonies, 
and second-degree introduction 
of contraband into a prison, sev-
enth-degreee criminal possession 
of a controlled substance and 
fourth-degree criminal possession 
of a weapon, all class A misde-
meanors. She was released on her 
own recognizance.

■ Douglas Cooper, 36, of Free-
hold, was arrested June 12 at 2:36 
a.m. in Athens and charged with 
seventh-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, a 
class A misdemeanor; false per-
sonation, a class B misdemeanor; 
and second-degree aggravated un-
licensed operation of a motor ve-
hicle, an unclassified misdemean-
or. He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Emily Somers, 39, of Philm-
ont, was arrested June 12 at 11:17 
p.m. in Greenville and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol contet over 
0.08% and driving while intox-
icated, both unclassified misde-
meanors. She was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Tony Parker, 59, of Brook-
lyn, was arrested June 12 at 7:03 
p.m. in Coxsackie and charged 
with second-degree introduction 
of contraband into a prison, a class 
A misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Louise Rivera, 56, of Round 
Top, was arrested June 13 at 8:10 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with 
fourth-degree criminal mischief, 
second-degree obstruction of 
governmental administration, re-
sisting arrest and second-degree 
aggravated harassment, all class A 
misdemeanors. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Derek Butterworth, 33, of 
Durham, was arrested June 14 at 
1:25 a.m. in Durham and charged 
with fourth-degree criminal pos-
session of a weapon, a class A 
misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ William Raymond, 35, of 
Cairo, was arrested June 14 at 8:55 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with as-
sault with intent to cause serious 
injury with a weapon, a class B 
felony, and fourth-degree criminal 
possession of a weapon with intent 
to use, a class A misdemeanor. He 
was released to a third party.

■ Melissa Moon, 44, of Cairo, 
was arrested June 14 at 4:46 p.m. 
in Cairo and charged with reckless 
property damage, a class A misde-
meanor. She was released on her 
own recognizance.

■ Jessica Pooters, 34, of Jef-
ferson Heights, was arrested 
June 14 at 3:42 p.m. in Catskill 
and charged with manufacture of 
drug-related paraphernalia and 
third-degree unauthorized use of a 
vehicle, both class A misdemean-
ors. She was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Nichole Styga, 45, of Earl-
ton, was arrested June 14 at 11:17 
p.m. in Coxsackie and charged 
with driving while intoxicated 
and aggravated driving while in-
toxicated, both unclassified mis-

demeanors. She was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ John Del Vecchio, 23, of 
Catskill, was arrested June 14 
at 11:35 p.m. in Greenville and 
charged with operating a motor 
vehicle with a blood-alcohol con-
tent over 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified mis-
demeanors. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Albert Clark, 33, of South 
Cairo, was arrested June 15 at 3 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with 
third-degree bail jumping, a class 
A misdemeanor. He was held.

■ Courtney Jenkins, 33, of 
Castleton on Hudson, was arrest-
ed June 15 at 3:40 p.m. in Catskill 
and charged with third-degree 
burglary, a class D felony. Jenkins 
was held.

■ David Hobbs, 51, of Free-
hold, was arrested June 15 at 
10:24 p.m. in Greenville and 
charged with criminal obstruction 
of breathing and second-degree 
unlawful imprisonment, both class 
A misdemeanors. He was released 
on his own recognizance.

■ Ashley Drum, 38, of Ash-
land, was arrested June 16 at 3:20 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with one 
count of manufacture of drug-re-
lated paraphernalia and three 
counts of seventh-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance, both class A misdemean-
ors. She was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Ulysses Suazo, 21, of Bris-
tol, Vermont, was arrested June 16 

at 12:18 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with fourth-degree criminal pos-
session of a weapon, a class A mis-
demeanor, and operating a motor 
vehicle when license/registration 
is suspended, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Matthew McCool, 49, of 
Coxsackie, was arrested June 16 
at 9:15 a.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with fourth-degree crimi-
nal possession of a weapon, a class 
A misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Michael Stevens, 28, of 
Catskill, was arrested June 18 at 
7:05 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with third-degree bail jumping, a 
class A misdemeanor. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance.

■ Antonio Rodriguez, 35, of 
Yonkers, was arrested June 19 at 
2:32 a.m. in Cairo and charged 
with seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Kyle Sweet, 35, of Green-
ville, was arrested June 19 at 10:11 
p.m. in Greenville and charged 
with first-degree aggravated un-
licensed operation of a motor ve-
hicle, operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content over 
0.08% and driving while intoxi-
cated with a previous conviction 
in 10 years, all class E felonies. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Richard Jordan, 30, of Port 
Washington, was arrested June 20 
at 9:48 p.m. in Cairo and charged 

with driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Candice Benzeno, 38, of 
Freehold, was arrested June 20 at 
10:55 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with first-degree operating a motor 
vehicle impaired by drugs, an un-
classified misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Jeremy Scheriff, 33, of Purl-
ing, was arrested June 21 at 2:48 
a.m. in Cairo and charged with 
first-degree operating a motor ve-
hicle impaired by drugs, an un-
classified misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Nicole Ransom, 45, of 
Greenville, was arrested June 21 
at 8:24 p.m. in Greenville and 
charged with fifth-degree crimi-
nal possession of stolen property, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Julian Smith, 38, of Hud-
son, was arrested June 21 at 3:10 
p.m. in Catskill and charged with 
fifth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, a class D 
felony, and criminal possession of 
a controlled substance/narcotics, a 
class B felony. He was released on 
his own recognizance.

■ Wilbur Davis, 41, of Catskill, 
was arrested June 21 at 5:01 p.m. 
in Cairo and charged with op-
erating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, 
both unclassified misdemeanors. 
He was issued an appearance tick-
et.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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During these challenging 
times, you can rely on your 
newspaper to provide 
details about any resources 
that may be available 
to assist those who are 
vulnerable and in-need.

Together we help one another.
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n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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NEW YORK – New York 
Attorney General Letitia James 
recently reminded New Yorkers 
of efforts taken to save mon-
ey at the pump as Americans 
across the country are facing 
record high fuel prices, and ad-
vised gas stations of their obli-
gation to suspend taxes on fuel 
through the end of the year. 

The Gas Tax Holiday Act 
of 2022 requires gas stations 
to suspend excise tax, prepaid 
sales tax, and state sales and use 
taxes on motor fuel and high-
way diesel motor to address the 
rising cost of fuel. 

In letters to gas station as-
sociations, James informed gas 
stations of their legal obligation 
to comply with the statewide 
requirements and any local tax 
rate change. 

James encourages any New 
Yorker who believes they are 

wrongly charged this tax to re-
port it to her office.

“As gas prices surge nation-
wide, we are doing all we can 
to provide some financial relief 
for New Yorkers,” James said. 
“New York’s gas stations are 
required to suspend state and 
local taxes through the end of 
the year to help working fam-
ilies because every penny off 
will help offset the rising costs 
of gas. I encourage consumers 
who suspect that their gas sta-
tion is not following the rules to 
contact my office.”

The Gas Tax Holiday Act 
went into effect on June 1, and 
expires Dec. 31. The attorney 
general encourages consumers 
to file complaints online with 
her office if they believe their 
gas stations are not complying 
by visiting https://formsnym.
ag.ny.gov/

AG: Gas stations 
must comply with 
gas tax suspension
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Carver Companies fundamental belief has been to provide 
unparalleled service all while maintaining our values of honesty 
and integrity both on land and sea. We pride ourselves on our 
unmatched logistics services and superior products to our 
customers, partners and tenants. We work hard to inspire our 
diverse, well-rounded workforce and management team to always 
perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism.

CONSTRUCTION MARITIME MATERIALS

The Pioneer of Integrative 
Solutions on Land and Sea

HEADQUARTERS: 494 WESTERN TURNPIKE | ALTAMONT, NY |  518.355.6034

WWW.CARVERCOMPANIES.COM

30+ Years
IN THE INDUSTRY

5 Ports
on the East Coast and Canada

2,000+ Pcs
OF EQUIPMENT

John Alden Parks
John Alden Parks, 82, of 

Montrose, PA, passed away af-
ter a short illness on June 20, 
2022, at Meadow View Senior 
Living Center, Montrose, PA.  

He grew up in the Green-
ville, NY, area and was born 
on June 22, 1939, to the late 
Marvin and Vera (Charters) 
Parks and graduated from 
Greenville Central School 
District in 1957.  

After a brief stint in the 
Air Force, he returned to the 
Schenectady/Albany area and 
started working for UPS. It 
turned into a career of driving 
trucks for many companies 
and as an owner operator for 
48 years. He was a member 
of Local #294 in Albany, NY. 
John made a point of living life 
according to his terms.

John’s real love in life 
was motorcycles — riding 
them, racing them on dirt 
tracks, reading about them 
and talking about them. He 
attended motorcycle mechan-
ics school and really knew his 
stuff about motors in general. 
John was a life member of 
Square Deal Riders in Harpurs-
ville, NY, and the American 
Motorcycle Association. He 
made many friends all over 

the country while trucking into 
all 48 states and kept in touch 
with many high school class-
mates.

John is survived by his wife, 
Kathy; daughters Stephanie 
Witmer of Mechanicsburg, 
PA, and Tara Parks in Vernon, 
NY; son and daughter-in-law, 
Shawn and Danielle Parks, of 
Hallstead, PA; stepson Mike 
Adams of Frederick, MD, and 
a total of five grandchildren; 
a sister, Gail Biskutich, of 
Greenville, NY. He was prede-
ceased by a daughter, Allyson 
Benjamin.

Services for John will be pri-
vately held at the convenience 
of the family. Burial will be in 
the Fairdale Cemetery.

John Alden Parks

Irving F. Smith
HANNACROIX – Irving F. “Irv” 

Smith, 95, passed away on 
Monday, June 13, 2022.

Irv was born at home in New 
Baltimore on May 18, 1927, 
son of the late Floyd and 
Marguerite Slingerland Smith. 
He graduated from Greenville 
Central School.  

Irv was a lifelong farmer, 
operating Sunset Hill Farm and 
Valley View Farm with his son, 
Todd. He was a member of 
Farm Bureau, the Greene Coun-
ty Historical Society and the 
Alcove Preservation Association. 
He enjoyed square dancing, 
antique collecting, bird watch-
ing, cooking, caning chairs and 
restoring furniture. 

Irv was an extremely kind, 
compassionate and patient 
man who was appropriately 
nicknamed “Poor Irv” (by those 
who knew Doris!) and is now 
reunited with those who passed 
before him and that he missed 

so much. Doris probably greeted 
him by (lovingly) stating, “Irv, 
you damn fool, what took you so 
long!,” his beloved friends Jeff 
Stanger, Bob Selmer, Art Brun-
ner and Ed Layng. Then  finally, 
his animals, whom he loved so 
much! Be happy Dad/Gramp, 
we love and miss you.

Irv is survived by his children, 
Todd (Dee) Smith and Dorrie My-
ers; grandchildren, Sara Smith, 

Brianna Myers, Jason (Heath-
er) Southwick, and Johnathon 
Southwick; great-granddaugh-
ters, Jocelyn and Aletta South-
wick; many nieces, nephews 
and friends. In addition to his 
parents, Irv was predeceased 
by his wife of 62 years, Doris F. 
Smith, on June 11, 2010; and 
his sister, Marion Peck.

Calling hours were on Satur-
day, June 18, from 1 p.m. until 
3 p.m. at A.J. Cunningham Fu-
neral Home, 4898 State Route 
81, Greenville. Words of tribute 
began at 3 p.m., followed by 
burial in Greenville Cemetery.  

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations to the Colum-
bia-Greene Humane Society, 
111 Humane Society Road, 
Hudson, NY 12534, or the 
Alcove Preservation Association, 
P.O. Box 81, Alcove, NY 12007, 
will be appreciated. Condolence 
page is available at ajcunning-
hamfh.com.

Irving F. Smith

Hilde M. Tompkins
GREENVILLE – Hilde M. Tomp-

kins, 89, passed away peaceful-
ly early Monday, May 30, 2022, 
at her residence.  

Born in Brooklyn on February 
9, 1933, she was the only child 
of the late Anna and Karl Zittel. 
In 1947, the family left city life 
and moved up north, drawn 
by the view of the mountains. 
Shortly thereafter they moved 
into Greenville and took root.  

Hilde attended Greenville 
Central School, then onward to 
Albany Business College, where 
she graduated with Honors. 
She worked for attorney Joseph 
Malone Jr. in Greenville before 
and after attending college.  

Hilde married Reuben Tomp-
kins in 1953 and together they 
raised four children, Deborah C., 
Reuben K. and Karl L. Tomp-
kins, and Marie B. (Tompkins) 
Hardin of the Kanine Cottage 
Pet Resort, all of Greenville. She 
also has two grandsons, Daniel 
Hardin, a teacher in Texas, and 
Kenneth Hardin, of Greenville. 
Her husband predeceased her 

on March 15, 1997.
Hilde is best known for her 

many successful endeavors. For 
19 years she served as sec-
retary/treasurer for the former 
Greenville Area Association of 
Commerce. During that time, 
she organized and produced 
the entertainment program for 
the annual Old Timers Christ-
mas parties. She also helped 
organize and ran the two Miss 
G.A.A.C. Beauty Pageants held 
at the former Schmollinger’s 
Pleasant View Lodge in the 
1970s, where she was also 
employed for 19 years as wait-
ress-hostess and then office 
clerk. In between hours, she 
also worked for the former Ruth 
Chiamese Realty.

Hilde was a communicant of 
St. John the Baptist Church in 
Greenville, where she served 
as a Eucharistic Minister, was a 
charter member and held office 
several times in the Rosary Altar 
Society, organized and enjoyed 
working nickel socials and other 
functions.  She is known for her 

baked goods and volunteer work 
in general.  

Hilde has always enjoyed 
working, and was always ready, 
willing and able to help when 
needed. She enjoyed cooking 
and baking for her family and 
friends, and was always willing 
to share a good recipe, the 
most popular request being 
pumpkin bread. Her hobbies in-
cluded writing letters to far-away 
friends, visiting with local friends 
to play card and board games, 
recycling used greeting cards, 
completing picture puzzles, and 
enjoying old movies.

Cremation has taken place 
privately. Relatives and friends 
were invited to attend her 
Memorial Mass on Friday, June 
3, at 10 a.m. in St. John the 
Baptist Church, 4987 State 
Route 81, Greenville. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial donations to 
the Greenville Rescue Squad, 
P.O. Box 332, Greenville, NY 
12083, will be appreciated. 
Condolence page is available at 
ajcunninghamfh.com.

Robert H. Mangold
GREENVILLE - Robert H. 

Mangold, 85, beloved hus-
band of Virginia “Ginnie” Man-
gold, passed into eternal life 
on Sunday, June 12, 2022, at 
home and at peace, surround-
ed by his loving family.  

Bob was born in Catskill, 
the son of Henry and Mildred 
(Tunison) Mangold. He lived 
his childhood in Freehold and 
attended Greenville Central 
School. Bob was a member 
of the championship winning 
baseball and basketball 
teams. Upon graduation in 
1954, he enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy. Bob was assigned to 
the USS Hunt and sailed 
in the waters of the Ionian, 
Tyrrhenian and Mediterra-
nean Seas. He continued his 
service with the reserves until 
1962. 

Bob married his high school 
sweetheart Ginnie on July 7, 
1956, and together raised 
five children: Robert  (Teresa), 
Kimberly Marks (Edward), 
Jeffery (Janet), Michael (Chris-
tine), and  PattiAnn Andrejcak 
(Jeff). Until his last breath, 
his family remained his pride 
and joy. His children’s games 
and school events were too 
numerous to count, and he 
never missed one. Bob served 
as a Little League and Babe 
Ruth coach for his sons for 
many years. Bob himself 
continued to play on adult 
basketball and softball teams 
well into his 50s. After that, 
he founded an adult croquet 
league with his high school 
classmates. 

Bob worked at Atlantic 
Cement in Ravena and upon 
his retirement helped his wife 
build a successful real estate 
business. He worked along-
side Ginnie into their 80s and 
said he was always happy 
to see her come through the 
door. Bob was active at his 
church, St. John’s, as an 
usher and finance committee 
member. He also served his 
community as a Westerlo 
Town Councilman. Bob spent 

countless hours researching 
family history and loved shar-
ing it with his family. 

Bob was a loving grandpa to 
Melissa, Robbie, Samantha, 
Sal, Sarah, Nick, Tori, Joseph, 
Christopher, Ryan, Charlie, 
Evan, and 10 great-grandchil-
dren. He was predeceased 
by his brother Joseph, sisters 
Teresa, Barbara and Fran, his 
granddaughter Angela, and 
great-granddaughter Piper 
Grace. He is survived by his 
loving wife Virginia (Eufemia) 
and amazing sister Ruth. 

Bob touched many lives 
through the years with his 
quick wit, integrity and guid-
ance.  When asked last year 
“what do you want for Father’s 
Day, Dad?” he paused for a 
moment, then turned with a 
smile and softly said “another 
year.” Well Dad, we are bless-
ed you got your wish.  

In his wish to help others, 
Bob has donated his body to 
science. Calling hours were 
held at A.J. Cunningham 
Funeral Home, 4898 State 
Route 81, Greenville, Thurs-
day, June 16, from 4-7 p.m. 
The Memorial Mass was held 
Friday, June 17, at St. John 
the Baptist Church, 4987 
State Route 81, Greenville, at 
11 a.m.  

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations to the Alzheimer’s 
Association, 1003 Loudon 
Road, Cohoes, NY 12047, will 
be appreciated. Condolence 
page is available at ajcunning-
hamfh.com.

Robert H. Mangold

Obituaries

Energy woes
To the Editor:
When [President Joe] Biden was elected, the next day, through 

executive order, he negatively affected the supply of gasoline, die-
sel and natural gas. He has now announced that we are going to add 
5% more ethanol to gas. If you know anything about ethanol, etha-
nol creates more carbon producing it, it lowers your gas mileage and 
it raises your emissions, your carbon footprint.

Another factor, with the shortage of natural gas, most of the 
electricity produced in the Northeast is through large commercial 
turbines that run on natural gas. They also run on fuel oil. They 
are using all fuel oil in them. They don’t run as effi ciently and they 
produce more emissions than natural gas, so in the name of green 
energy and saving the planet, we are now producing more pollution.

Greene County Legislator Greg Davis
Greenville

Letters to the Editor
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Jan’s 
Country Cuts

Walk-Ins Welcome
Call for an appointment

(518) 966-8349

4841 NY-81 Greenville, NY
WED - SAT: OPEN 9:30AM-5PM • SUN - TUE: CLOSED

unvaccinated individuals must wear a mask

BOOTH RENTERS CAN APPLY!

22 Hope Plaza, Coxsackie, NY 12192

Online Booking: 
SoulSerenitySpa.org

Full Body 
Waxing

Nails and 
Massages

Book with 
Savanah

518.545.8452

By Charlene Marchand
For Capital Region Independent 
Media

It’s a beautiful, warm and 
sunny day, and those small 
spring/summer savages are 
out in force. 

Gnats are creating small 
funnel clouds, engorged ticks 
are falling off our feline and 
canine friends, and as a foot-
note, I killed my fi rst 2022 
mosquito yesterday.

Annual reminders about 
the importance – no, the ne-
cessity — of protecting our 
companion animals from these 
onslaughts, cannot appear 
in print frequently enough. 
Here’s ours:

• Heartworm protection: 
All dogs should be on heart-
worm preventative. Dog own-
ers should administer med-
ication throughout the year. 
If meds have ceased after the 
onset of winter and cold tem-
peratures, a blood test must be 
taken before you can continue 
again. There are a number of 
effective products on the mar-
ket, and your decision should 
be made jointly with your vet-
erinarian. Once contracted, 
the treatment for heartworm, 
in some animals, may be life 
threatening. Don’t forget that 
we are endemic in this part of 
the country for heartworm.

• Ticks and fl eas: There’s 
no question that I sound like a 
broken record when it comes 
to external parasite control. 
It’s a must. It’s imperative. It’s 
like drinking eight glasses of 
water per day. Your cats and 
dogs can breeze through the 
warm season defi nitely fl ea-
free, and come pretty close 
where ticks are concerned. I 
think it’s safe to say that the 
product of choice, at this time, 
should be discussed with your 
veterinarian. For frequent-
ly bathed dogs who live on 
properties graced by ponds, or 
dogs who live outside, the ef-
fi cacy of certain products can 
remain unaffected.

• K-9 Advantix. It is rapid-
ly gaining a faithful following. 
It includes the ability to repel 
mosquitoes in its repertoire. 
Caution must be used with this 
highly effective product, be-
cause its chemical properties 
are toxic to cats. Many clients 
love the Seresto collar and of-
ten use them with a systemic 
like Simparica Trio, Crede-
lio, Nexguard. Etc. Again, a 

veterinarian discussion. I go 
through tons of “Off Smooth 
and Dri” on my German shep-
herd dogs daily, in addition to 
Advantix.

• Lyme disease has put 
nearby Columbia County on 
the map for having the highest 
number of diagnosed human 
cases in the country. Our ca-
nine companions also share in 
this dubious, unfortunate hon-
or. Anaplasmosis and ehrlichi-
osis are frequently diagnosed 
vector diseases.

• Don’t forget your cats 
when discussing the problem 
of external parasite protec-
tion. Consult your veterinar-
ian about the use of topicals 
mentioned, or ingested meds 
like Revolution and Sentinel. 
Bear in mind that repellent 
products, like Adams Flea 
and Tick Repellent or Cutter’s 
Outdoorsman spray, enhance 
the effectiveness of other 
non-repellent topicals. The 
Cutter Outdoorsman Insect 
Repellent Lotion is an excel-
lent choice to keep biting fl ies 
off the ears of canines, felines 
and equines!

•  Horse protection: Horses 
are certainly not last, nor least. 
The Freedom and EQUI-Spot-
On products have a reasonable 
degree of effi cacy. My Repel 
X usage was signifi cantly de-
creased with regular Spot-On 
application when my horses 
were alive. Our equine friends 
are not exempt from the com-
plications of Lyme disease, 
nor the discomfort of biting 
fl ies, gnats and mosquitoes.

Feel free to call us with any 
questions at 518-828-6044 or 
visit our website at www.cghs.
org. Our Food Bank is open to 
any from the public in need of 
pet food or for those wishing 
to donate food from 11:30 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. daily. Spay/neu-
ter clinics for cats are $86.00 
male or female, including a ra-
bies vaccination and a 5-in-1 
feline distemper combination 
vaccination. Nail clipping ser-
vices are available every Sat-
urday from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
at the shelter for a donation of 
$10 for cats and $15 for dogs 
(currently prepaid only). 

Charlene Marchand is the 
chairperson of the Colum-
bia-Greene Humane Society/
SPCA Board of Directors. She 
may be contacted at cghsaar-
on@gmail.com.

Dealing with pet 
parasites

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

COXSACKIE — Few people 
who lived in Coxsackie in the sum-
mer of 2021 will ever forget the 
“microburst” that tore through the 
village that July.

The storm, determined by the 
National Weather Service in Al-
bany to be a microburst and not a 
tornado, ripped through the eastern 
portion of the village with winds 
upwards of 90 mph and sheets 
of rainfall that damaged houses, 
stripped bark from trees and sent 
a century-old tree — one of about 
100 trees around the village — top-
pling to the ground.

A microburst is a small, short-
lived and concentrated downburst 
that produces an outward surge of 
strong winds, according to the Na-
tional Severe Storms Laboratory.

Miraculously, no one was in-
jured in the brief but violent storm.

This past weekend, the commu-
nity paid tribute to the fi rst respond-
ers and community that pooled their 
efforts in a multi-day clean-up ef-
fort, and to a 100-year-old tree that 
stood watch over Mansion Street 
for a century, until the storm ripped 
its roots from the ground.

The tree, on Mansion Street in 
front of W.C. Brady’s Sons Funer-
al Home, fell during the storm and 
when it was chopped up into large 
chunks for removal, the roots and a 
portion of the trunk re-erected itself 
back into the hole the tree once oc-
cupied.

That gave Paul Seney, owner of 
the funeral home, an idea.

This past weekend, that idea 
came to fruition when a community 
block party was held on Mansion 
Street to view the carving of an owl 
— the symbol of Coxsackie — into 
the re-erected tree trunk.

“We are having a communi-
ty event for the carving of the tree 
that we couldn’t do last year due to 
a confl ict of interest with another 
carver that we were going to use,” 
said Shannon Seney, the funeral 
home owner’s sister and co-orga-
nizer of the event. “So we decided 
that we would fi nally get this event 
together now. We wanted to have 
a nice community event for fel-
lowship and to show appreciation 
for our community, for our fi rst re-
sponders, our police, our neighbors, 
our friends.”

People from around the com-
munity brought lawn chairs and sat 
around munching on free refresh-
ments as a wood carver stood on a 
lift and using a chainsaw, carved an 
image of an owl into the tree trunk.

“We just wanted to thank ev-
erybody, from little people to the 
top people who helped,” Shannon 
Seney said. “We wanted to com-
memorate the owl, which is the 

Coxsackie bird. We fi gured what 
better way to honor the community 
and honor the owl with a permanent 
home.”

Mayor Mark Evans, who spear-
headed the storm’s clean-up effort 
in 2021, said the owl carving is a 
fi tting tribute for the community.

“July 7, 2021, the microburst 
storm was a day our village will 
never forget,” Evans said. “This 
tree, although damaged and cut 
down, has come back to life. The 
owl carving will serve as a remind-
er of that day and what we went 
through.”

Seney said it is her hope the 
block party can become an annual 
event, with perhaps more carvings 
in the community’s future.

“We are hoping we can do this 
every year as a community,” Seney 
said. “And we will try, if possible, 
to invite the carver back next year to 
maybe do another owl on the other 
side of the tree.”

Owl watches over Coxsackie 
after 2021 microburst

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA     
A wood carver used a chainsaw to carve the owl into the tree trunk that 
remains on Mansion Street.
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13640 US RT 9W
HANNACROIX, NY
WWW.CA-ALBRIGHT.COM

Fuel Oil with a 30 Mile Delivery Service & Competitive Pricing
OR Switch from Oil to LP/Natural Gas - same day in some cases!

OUR FORMULA FOR SUCCESS IS VERY SIMPLE:
Low Prices + Quality Products + Great Service = Happy Customers

HAPPINESS IS A WARM PUPPY
AND A WARM HEART

518-756-3127

By Pat Larsen
For Capital Region Independent Media

If there’s anything we’ve learned as 
of late, it’s that maintaining a healthy 
and fit body does matter in terms of 
building a strong immune system. 

The mandates are easing, the anxiet-
ies surrounding getting back out in the 
world are lessening and the trend is fo-
cused on getting into better shape and 
has never been more important. 

I teach fitness. It’s been my passion 
and my goal to encourage and motivate 
those who attend my classes to learn to 
believe in themselves and to finally get 
the results they’ve always hoped for but 
never quite achieved. 

Here’s the rub! Many have spent lots 
of time and energy on products and diets 
and still remain unsatisfied with not be-
ing able to achieve their goals.

I hear the stories of unrealized ex-
pectations that never ends quite the way 
they had planned. I too have tried pretty 
much every new variety of weight-loss 
program out there and even joined the 
newest methodology known as Noom, to 
no avail.

Same old, same old, and nothing 
magical about any of them.

Then this happened: we got older, 
and stuff like achy joints and climbing 
stairs seemed like impossible tasks and 
this started impacting our overall men-
tal as well as physical health and before 
we knew it, our goals were minimized 
to simply, “How can I get off this couch 
and should I move to a one-story flat... 
became our concerns.

Fourteen years ago, I joined a fitness 
program and began a journey toward 
my own healing and wellness that led to 
teaching others to find their own degree 
of success, no matter what their age or 

when they choose to be-
gin.

From that desire, my 
programs took off in my 
town and lo and behold, 
because I built all of this 
on a solid foundation of 
realistic goal setting, I 
found my classes full each 
session.

My commentary and 
boldness about how I 
achieved all of this is not 
the point of this column. 
I believe with a true spir-
it and desire to help others to succeed 
anyone can be of service in this or any 
community. But I am pretty darn proud 
of the programs I have offered and more 
so, of the enormous results my students 
have achieved along the way.

So I’ll shift the focus to fitness now 
and those who have crossed my path in 
classes. Many of my students have had 
knee and hip replacements along their 
journey. Yet they came to class after 
physical therapy, with their hopes and 
dreams of doing the best they could to 
move freely again, and they started to re-
learn how very capable they were to re-
sume a happy, healthy life in a new way.

I guess in my own way, I use the mu-
sic choices I select for my weekly play 
lists as my form of a magic wand. The 
oldies but goodies pave the way down 
memory lane and clear away the cob-
webs and, lo and behold, the body moves 
so much more easily.

As far as expectations, long gone are 
the days of my elders caring about their 
BMI (body mass index) or achieving a 
goal weight of their younger days. How-
ever, focus on functional movement and 
easing the joint pain that they experience 
with movement is the icing on the cake. 

Recently, and more of-
ten than you might think, 
younger family members 
have accompanied their 
parents to these classes 
and are indeed delighted 
at the level of activity their 
loved one achieves. Many 
of the visitors also take the 
class with  us and are truly 
amazed at how much ef-
fort and positive effect the 
moves create. Sweating has 
been known to happen.

So in terms of fitness 
focus, let’s just say, if these wonderful 
peeps (as they’re called) can take the 
steps to get back to a healthier lifestyle 
and leave the old goals behind, so can 
you.

We’ve created a new healthier goal 
of living every day to the fullest and 
finding gratitude and acceptance in the 
wonderful community we’ve created of 
like-minded people.

There are many great programs just 
waiting to be revisited like yoga, Pilates, 
swimming, yes Zumba Toning and seat-
ed programs like the ones I teach. Not to 
mention the well-trained instructors in 
our area ready, willing and able to bring 
these programs to a place near you. 

Let’s prepare ourselves for the new 
definition of healthy with a strong dose 
of “immunity boosting” of the mind, 
body and spirit that we need, and for the 
faith to conquer our fears of old, outdat-
ed goals.

My personal wellness corner: Meet-
ing my students where they want to start 
is the most comfortable a part of the suc-
cess of a great WELLNESS program. 
That’s what I teach...a full spectrum 
wellness program designed to enhance 
all aspects of my participants’ lives.

Recently, I brought a full program to 
one of our fitness days where I taught 
my students about improving their mem-
ory and concentration as they age. It was 
a very comprehensive program designed 
to enlighten the brain’s ability to grow 
with nutritional healing, acupressure 
self-care techniques, meaningful brain 
teaser games to expand the capacity of 
the brain that is NOT FIXED...re-read 
that line, folks.

Music is always at the forefront of 
any program I teach. 

I take into account the age groups that 
attend my wellness programs and we be-
gin with a beautiful trip down memory 
lane to stimulate the warming-up pro-
cess of the brain’s ability to learn. It’s 
a great formula that has been incredibly 
successful.

Motivating newbies, in light of the 
former pandemic limitations, has thwart-
ed efforts for those interested to step 
over that threshold to join us. Perhaps 
this time around will be different.

Just join us already. You’ll be de-
lighted at how happy you’ll be.

Pat Larsen is a licensed Zumba 
Dance Fitness Instructor, nationally cer-
tified in hypnosis therapy, specializing in 
weight loss, releasing stuck states/focus 
on health. Relaxation guided meditation 
training/Qi Gong breathing techniques, 
wellness and fitness programs weekday 
mornings hosted by Pat Larsen at The 
Shamrock House on Route 145, East 
Durham. Monday and Thursdays two of-
ferings: Active Adult Toning 9 a.m. and 
seated fitness/all ages 10:15 a.m. Sum-
mer hours through late September. For 
those deconditioned adults or seniors 
needing the support of a chair to meet 
their fitness needs. Please contact Pat 
at 518-275-8686 or Pelarsen5@aol.com 
for more information.

Focus on fitness
Body Mind and Spirit... Connections

Pat Larsen

BODY MIND AND SPIRIT

Treat a Friend to a Round @ Rainbow – ON US!
Pay your greens fee, rent a cart, and your friend golfs with you for FREE* 

* Both golfers must sign up to receive our 
updates and offers by email. Offer good 
for 1 free round of golf only per person.

RAINBOW RESORT & GOLF CLUB 
3822 County Rte. 26, Greenville, NY 12083
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By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

In a year filled with rapidly changing 
energy prices, utility rates are expected 
to rise over the summer, according to 
Central Hudson.

The utility provider livestreamed a 
discussion on social media June 14 out-
lining the status of electricity and natu-
ral gas costs, and said rates, which were 
lower in June, are expected to rise once 
again.

The expected increase comes after a 
highly volatile market that saw utility 
prices skyrocket in February, and then 
settle down a couple of months ago.

“Supply prices have come down, I’d 
say nicely, on electric,” said Anthony 
Campagiorni, senior vice president of 
Customer Services and Gas Operations. 
“We had an all-time high in February at 
22 cents and we are down to about 4.18 
cents per kilowatt hour right now. If you 
look back at our past five Junes, that’s 
at or below the level we’ve been at for 
the past five years. So I think prices have 
stabilized.”

Natural gas prices are still “a bit ele-
vated,” Campagiorni said.

“I think they’re about 77 cents per 
CCF right now, I would say a little high-
er than they have historically been,” he 
added. 

CCF refers to 100 cubic feet of nat-
ural gas.

Rates on both electricity and natural 
gas are predicted to go up again over the 
summer.

Prices have been volatile due to a 
number of factors, Campagiorni said, 
including geopolitical events such as 
unrest in Eastern Europe with Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine and the impact on 
energy supply, as well as a colder than 
usual winter that impacted utility use in 

February, when rates were at their high-
est. 

With other energy rates rising, in-
cluding gasoline, electric and natural gas 
commodities can expect to rise as well in 
the global marketplace.

The closing of the Indian Point nu-
clear power plant in Westchester County 
also impacted energy supply around the 
state, he said.

“So we’re looking at volatility. We 
think it may persist for some time,” 
Campagiorni said. “Although we’re 
nicely down right now, especially in the 
electric supply, I think there is a caution-
ary tale to be careful about future energy 
increases.”

The Central Hudson utility bill that 
customers receive is broken into two 
main components — supply and deliv-
ery, Controller Lora Gescheidle said. 

“Commodity costs (supply) are set 
by markets and Central Hudson does not 
make any profit on this section of the 
bill,” Gescheidle said. “You have op-
tions here — since Year 2000, New York 
state is deregulated and customers have 
the option to go out and procure their 
supply from a lot of different third-par-
ty suppliers. Central Hudson will bill 
on their behalf so it will still be on your 
Central Hudson bill, but this portion of 
your bill is really market based.”

When prices are low, the compa-
ny purchases stockpiles of energy as a 
hedge against future rising prices to mit-
igate risk, Campagiorni said.

On the delivery side, customers can 
expect to also see an increase in the de-
livery rate on their Central Hudson bill 
starting July 1. The company is begin-
ning the second year of a three-year rate 
agreement.

“Come July 1, there will be an in-
crease that was agreed upon for 2%,” 
Gescheidle said.

COURTESY OF PEXELS     
After skyrocketing in February, utility rates for both electricity and natural gas have come down, 
but customers can expect another rate increase again over the summer, according to Central 
Hudson.

Volatile utility rates expected to rise again

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — Garbage 
and recycling services at the town 
and county level are facing work-
er shortages, and the problem is 
expected to get worse before it 
gets better.

For residents, that has meant 
the town recycling center has, at 
times, been overloaded with trash 
and recyclables that the county 
can’t collect on a timely basis. 
Recently, that has led to the facil-
ity declining to accept more plas-
tics and other materials until the 
overfl ow has been collected.

Town Supervisor Paul Macko 
said at the town board’s June 20 
meeting that the town facility 
on Route 26A is having diffi -
culty fi lling an open position, 
and Greene County Solid Waste, 
which collects trash and recycla-
bles from the Greenville facility, 
is facing similar challenges.

“Greene County Solid Waste 
is down to four drivers servic-
ing all of the recycling centers in 
the county,” Macko said. “That’s 
Greenville, Durham, Windham, 
Cairo, Catskill, Halcott — all of 
them.”

Bagged garbage is collected 
by the county and the town pays 
a fee based on the weight of the 
trash, and then the county works 
with a contractor to haul the trash 
to a facility in Seneca Falls in the 
Finger Lakes region, Macko said. 

Recyclables are also collected 
by the county and then proceeds 
from selling the recyclables pay 
the fee for the collection.

The county is having trouble 
fi lling positions in the depart-
ment, Macko said, and the town 
also has a vacancy to fi ll at the 
Greenville facility.

“We have a position in Recy-
cling that I would really like to 
fi ll,” Macko said. “It would be 
13 hours a week, Mondays and 
Saturdays. Recycling is open for 
six hours and there’s a built-in 
half-hour’s worth of overtime at 
the end of the day to do all the 
paperwork and double count the 
money and get everything ready 
for a deposit in the next business 
day or two.”

The position has been open 
for some time, but so far, there 
have been no takers, the town su-
pervisor said.

“I have had nobody come for-
ward for that position,” Macko 
said.

Instead, the town is assigning 
another town employee who nor-
mally maintains town properties, 
including the cemetery, to double 
up on his work to fi ll in at the re-
cycling center.

With an employee shortage 
at the county level, as well as a 
vacant position at the Greenville 
facility, getting things moving 
has proved dicey. On some days, 
the recycling center on Route 
26A has been full and unable to 
accept plastics and other recycla-
ble items.

Macko is asking residents to 
be patient as the town and county 
work on a solution.

“It’s a tough situation,” Macko 
said. “I just hope that everybody 
would be patient. We have even 

gone as far as to request an extra 
empty dumpster for bagged gar-
bage and an extra dumpster for 
carboard, and they just don’t have 
them available.”

Town Councilman Richard 
Bear said he has been in contact 
with the county and said the prob-
lem is likely to get worse.

“The solution is not going to 
be much better as we go on be-
cause there are vacations all sum-
mer,” Bear said. “We are prob-
ably going to be down to three 
drivers hauling all summer, so we 
are going to be in real desperate 
need to get our materials moved.”

Hiring drivers has proven dif-
fi cult for the county, Bear said.

“They can’t hire drivers — 
every time they hire a driver, 
another one quits,” Bear said. “It 
seems it’s like one step forward, 
two steps backward. I don’t know 
what we can do other than buying 
a garbage truck and running it to 
Catskill — that is about our only 
angle.”

Town Councilman Joel Rauf 
said other rural communities, 
including the town of Rensse-

laerville, have their own garbage 
truck for that reason.

“That’s what other rural towns 
are doing,” Rauf said.

Until a solution is found, 
Macko asked that residents be 
patient, and do what they can to 
help.

“One of the most important 
things we can do now is to ask 
everyone to fl atten all their car-
board so we can get more in the 
container,” Macko said.

Greene County Legislator 
Greg Davis, R-Greenville, said 
the Legislature has met with 
county departments and the work-
er shortage is widespread.

“We have a serious workforce 
problem,” Davis said. “We have 
had people retiring and we can’t 
fi nd anybody to fi ll in.”

Moving forward, Davis said 
residents can expect trash collec-
tion fees to go up, whether they 
use the county or town facilities, 
or a private company.

“Everybody’s garbage is go-
ing to be going up, even if you 
use a private service,” Davis said. 
“The private services bring all the 

garbage to Greene County Solid 
Waste, where they pay a fee to 
dump that garbage, then that gar-
bage is hauled by private haulers 
to Seneca Meadows, where there 
is also a dumping fee. That dump-
ing fee has gone up. The cost of 
the truckers (and diesel fuel) has 
gone up.”

The trash collection business 
is a costly one for Greene County, 
Davis said — the county actually 
loses money on solid waste dis-
posal.

“The county loses approxi-
mately half a million dollars — 
that was one of the big discus-
sions: do we want to keep it like 
it is, or do we want to raise prices 
so much that it pays for itself?” 
Davis said. “I don’t like that idea 
because the more you raise pric-
es, the more bags of garbage you 
fi nd on the side of the road. We 
are going to have to continue to 
lose some money, but we will be 
raising fees and that will affect 
the private haulers, too.”

34 Hope Plaza, 
West Coxsackie, NY 12192

518-731-4800

TWO LOCATIONS:
4852 Route 81, 

Greenville, NY 12083

518-966-4800

Voted The Best Pharmacy in 
Greene County For Two Years Running. 

This award ceremony is put on by Greene County Chamber 
of Commerce and voted on by Greene County residents.

MEDICATION SERVICES
• Prescription Refills and Transfers
• Home Delivery
• Compounding
• Compounding for Pets
• Durable Medical Equipment
• Erectile Dysfunction Medication
• Immunizations
• Medication Adherence
• Medication Synchronization
• Medication Therapy Management
• Prescriptions for Pets
• Supplies for Physician offices

OVER THE COUNTER
• Pain Medication
• Cold and Allergy Medication
• Vitamins and Supplements
• Oral Health Products
• Feminine Hygiene Products
• First Aid Items
• Cosmetics
• School and Office Supplies
• Infant Care
• Hair Care
• Shower and Bath Items
• Sunscreen and Bug Spray

CARDS & GIFTS
• Home Decor
• Greeting Cards
• Special Occasion Items
• Seasonal Gifts
• Kid’s Toys
• Candles
• Gift Cards
• Scarves, Purses and Tote Bags
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AUTO & 
TIRE SERVICE

Proudly Serving Our Community For Four Generations

518-756-3127
(Fax) 518-756-2900
info@CA-Albright.com 
www.ca-albright.com

GARAGE LOCATION: 

13640 Route 9W 
(Corner of 9W & 144) 

Hannacroix, NY 12087

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm • Saturday: 8am - Noon

• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, 
     Shocks, Transmision, 
     Diagnostics
• Firefi ghters “Thank You” 
     discount — 10% off 
     auto service

Buy 4 Continental
or General Tires

Get FREE Rotation
for ONE YEAR when 
you come in for an 

Oil Change

HEATING 
&  COOLING 

SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-
     effi cient systems can save 
     you up to 30% on your 
     utility bills’
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C 
     & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support 
     unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest 
     Greenest technology 
     available
• Rebates available on 
     select systems
• Both York and Trio have 
     quiet, effi cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency 
     Service
• Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry 
     and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable 
     and courteous drivers
• Clean and Effi cient 
     High-Grade Heating Oil

Formula for success 
is very simple!  

Low Prices + Quality Fuel Oil
+ Great Service = 

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!

Facebook.com/CAAlbrights • Convenient Online Bill Pay
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WE ACCEPT

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

Infrared 
FIT Bodywrap® 

Benefits can include weight loss, 
cellulite reduction, pain relief, 
relaxation, skin rejuvenation, 

and detoxification!

Tanning
One Month Package

Tanning made 
easy and hassle-free. 

We have both a 
tanning bed and a booth.

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

(518) 731-2559

Salon 255 LTD is a state of the art salon offering a full menu of services 
in a warm and luxurious atmosphere. Our professional, friendly staff 
are trained in the latest trends and are always advancing their 
education. In an industry that is forever changing, it is our priority to 
always provide a superior experience!

With a variety of offerings and services to choose from, we’re sure you 
will be happy working with us. We are looking forward to working with 
you and helping you look fabulous!

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10am-6pm
SATURDAY 9am-2pm
SUNDAY Closed
MONDAY Closed

You look fabulous!
SALON 255 LTD

salon255ltd.com

255 Mansion Street
Coxsackie, NY

Specials

“Journalism keeps you planted in the earth.”

#SupportRealNews

- Ray Bradbury
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

Cartaway, LLC is located in Glenmont, NY

518-439-0533

Dumpster Rentals Made Easy!
Commercial & Residential

• Construction • Demolition • Roofing • Clean-Out Work

Worker shortage, higher fees for trash, recyclables
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Chasin’ Racin’

By Mark Kane
For Capital Region Independent Media

It was fan appreciation night at 
the “Track of Champions,” Fonda 
Speedway, with a meet and greet on 
the famed front stretch along with 
the (MVVDMS) Mohawk Valley 
Vintage Dirt Modifi ed Series, and 
all the great racing that went along 
with it for just $5.

I am not sure who enjoys com-
ing to the front stretch more, the 
drivers who put on the show or the 
fans who cheer them on. 

Race teams come to the track 
with candy, pictures and stickers for 
the fans and the fans come down 
from the stands with smiles from 
ear to ear. For the weekly fans no 
matter what their age these chauf-
feurs are their heroes, the drivers 
who weekly lay it all on the line. 

The appreciation comes from 
both sides of the fence and that is 
what it is all about, the racing fami-
ly coming together as one.  

FONDA SPEEDWAY
The on-track racing once again 

found a multi-groove speedway and 
Saturday night they used the entire 
speedway racing 2- and 3-wide for 
some great and exciting racing ac-
tion in all divisions.  

Back in mid-May, Craig Han-
son picked up his fi rst win in six 
years. Well, I guess he liked how it 
felt as he picked up his second win 
of the 2022 season in the SUNOCO 
Modifi ed feature on a busy night 
at Fonda Speedway after starting 
eighth on the fi eld. 

At the drop of the green it was 
JaMike Sowle grabbing the ear-
ly lead in the Palmer Service 76, 
with Chris Curtis moving from his 
fourth starting position to take over 

the second position with Nick Hay-
wood holding down third.  As the 
caution was out for the 34 of Dave 
Constantino, he and Craig Hanson 
made contact, with Constantino 
slowing between turns 2 and 3 and 
headed to the hot pit and returned to 
bring up the tail of the fi eld.   

Back to green and it was Chris 
Curtis, Lindell Fuel’s #35, who has 
become a weekly competitor in 
2022 as the new leader with Sowle 
all over his rear deck down the 
back chute. Rocky Warner quickly 
moved to third in the Jason Sim-
mons Racing 98 machine as the 
caution fl ew once again, with Con-
stantino slowing on the front stretch 
and he was done for the night.  

Once back to green, Curtis con-
tinued to lead with Sowle, Warner, 
Brian Pessolano and a fast-moving 
Matt DeLorenzo working his way 
into the top 5.  Lap 5, with Curtis 
on the bottom, Sowle used the high 
side between turns 1 and 2 and 
powered his way to the lead as the 
last caution of the feature was out 
for the 50 of Bill August. 

Back to green and Sowle contin-
ued as the leader as Warner worked 
his way to second, as Bobby Varin 
used the high side out of turn 2 to 
work his way into fourth and was 
not done yet, taking over the third 
spot as it was starting to get interest-
ing in the top 5. 

On the move was Craig Hanson 
and R.J., Ronnie Johnson, as Han-
son was now in the top 5 and John-
son just outside sitting sixth. Once 
again, the mid-pack racing was 
heating up with Demetrios Drellos, 
Danny Varin and Jack Lehner all 
looking for racing room. Back up 
front the Hanson Paving 20 of Craig 
Hanson worked his way to second 

out of turn 4. 
With Sowle looking stout in the 

lead trying for the fi rst win with the 
Palmer’s 76 since securing the ride 
and for his fi rst Modifi ed win since 
2013 he had turned back Warner, 
but now had Hanson in second and 
closing fast. 

The 2RJ of Ronnie Johnson 
moved into the top 5 as just before 
lap 20 it was Sowle, Hanson, War-
ner, Curtis and Johnson holding 
down the top 5. The fast-closing 
Hanson was nerf bar to nerf bar 
with the leader in turn 3 and made 
his move on the bottom of turn 4 
and would be the new leader of lap 
22. He was never challenged from 
that point and would pick up his 
second win of the year and ninth of 
his career at Fonda Speedway. 

Holding on for a fi ne second 
was JaMike Sowle with a solid 
run, Warner, Curtis with his best 
ever fi nish and the 2RJ of Johnson 
rounded out the top 5.

SPORTSMAN
WOW, just about tells the sto-

ry of the Swagger Factory Apparel 
602 Sportsman event as it was a sit-
on-the-edge-of-your-seat nail biter 
right to the end. 

Again, this talented fi eld of driv-
ers was racing hard and using every 
inch of the racing surface from the 
wall on the high side to the bottom, 
where the track meets the infi eld, 
racing 2- and 3-wide and over the 
closing laps the crowd was on its 
feet as the leaders worked through 
lap traffi c.

At the drop of the green it was 
veteran Dan Santabarbara #7 out to 
an early lead with the #24 of Bran-
don Gibbons holding down sec-
ond after a close call after the #27 
of Jason Reome just about drove 

through the #24 on the initial start 
under the fl ag stand. 

All eyes were on third-gener-
ation driver Tanner Warner, Mark 
Mortenson and Cody Clark, who 
were on the move early and into the 
top 5 and trading positions, doing it 
with talent and not the front bumper. 

A great move by Mortenson 
found the talented driver coming 
into the event second on the all-time 
Sportsman win list powered to the 
high side around Clark and Warner 
to be third behind leaders Santabar-
bara and Gibbons. 

Working his way from the 12th 
starting spot was Payton Talbot, 
who has been hotter than a fi re-
cracker as of late, on the outside and 
coming to the front in his #14. As 
Santabarbara continued with a tor-
rid pace out front and had built up 
a nice lead on the fi eld, Mortenson 
worked his way to second around 
Gibbons, leaving Gibbons the tall 
order to try and hold off Clark and 
Warner.  Going down the back 
stretch, Santabarbara encountered 
heavy lap traffi c and lost his mo-
mentum as Mortenson was on a 
charge and closed in on the leader. 
Once again, lap traffi c would fi nd 
Mortenson all over the leader and 
would be the new leader on lap 19 
once again.  

Using the high side out of turn 
4, Santabarbara was feeling right 
at home on the bottom. Talbot had 
cracked the top 5 and rim riding the 
top side with perfection and coming 
fast. 

The leaders were side by side 
and Talbot was racing Clark hard 
for third nerf bar to nerf bar, with 
Talbot getting the spot and setting 
his sights on the leaders, who were 
in heavy traffi c putting on a show 

that brought the crowd to their feet. 
Working the high side, Mortenson 
went 3-wide around a lap car to 
hold the lead as it was Talbot who 
had caught the leaders and made the 
move to second had one last shot at 
Mortenson, but ran out of laps and 
had to settle for a fi ne second at the 
checkers, with Mortenson picking 
up his 25th career win. 

With this win it ties him with 
Rocky Warner on the All-Time 
Sportsman win list. 

Following Mortenson to the line 
was Talbot, Clark and Santabarbara 
with a nice run, and Warner round-
ing out the top 5. 

MORE RACING
In the Pro Stocks, even after be-

ing involved in a lap 6 tangle in turn 
1, Nick Stone made a last lap pass 
on all-time Pro Stock winner Kenny 
Gates to pick up his eighth straight 
win with Gates, Beau Ballard, Jason 
Morrison and Chucky Dumblewski 
rounding out the top 5. 

The Limited Sportsman found 
Kyle Dingman pick up his second 
win of the year as Ken Hollenback 
and John Napoli picked up the 
4-cylinder wins. 

The MVVDMS wins went to 
Randy Delaney Modifi eds, Dan 
Colvin Sportsman, Curtis Condon 
Late Model, Carl Cram Mystique, 
and Jimmy Fugel Antique.

In other action, it was the Rav-
ena Rocket, Keith Flach, picking 
up the NAPA Modifi ed win at the 
“Great Race Place” with Matt De-
Lorenzo, Marc Johnson, Demetrios 
Drellos and Mike Mahaney round-
ing out the top 5. 

In the Sportsman it was 69 years 
young Ron Proctor getting his fi rst 
win since 2011.

Fan Appreciation Night at Fonda Speedway

summer than we had planned on,” 
Rivers read. “The highway de-
partment got $50,000 more from 
the state than we were expecting. 
We repaved Sunside Road and we 
paved parts of Cochrane Road and 
Allen Teator Road.”

In 2022, however, rising prices 
will make road improvements more 

expensive.
“But this year things are tough 

for the town and the department be-
cause the price of asphalt and fuel 
is signifi cantly up and also there are 
lots of supply constraints,” accord-
ing to van Holsteyn’s report. “The 
biggest project for this summer is 
to replace the two culverts on Her-
vey Sunside Road that washed out 

during a heavy rainstorm in Octo-
ber. Another project we hope to do 
this summer is to fi nish the paving 
of Sutton Road, all the way to the 
top, which will probably cost over 
$200,000.”

Breslin spoke of the progress 
being made in the town to bring 
broadband service to areas of the 
community where it is lacking.

“The Broadband Committee 
generated a broadband report which 
detailed underserved and unserved 
areas of our community, which is 
a big help for the county to go for-
ward with, giving us money from 
their ARPA (federal American Res-
cue Plan Act) funding and to allow 
our town to have access to internet 
throughout the town,” Breslin said.

The committee’s work will help 
the town acquire federal funds to 
improve broadband access, Marri-
ott said.

“Durham Connect did an abso-
lutely awesome job — they set up 
mapping,” he said. “One of the big-
gest issues is that the state has some 
funds available and they need infor-
mation, knowing exactly who had 
service and who didn’t. Durham 
is the fi rst town in Greene County 
to have actual mapping showing 
exactly who has service and who 
doesn’t have service.”

With that information in hand, 
the town may be able to tap into 
federal funds given to the county to 
build out broadband access.

“The county got just under $10 
million in their ARPA funds,” Mar-
riott said. “We are trying to work 
out a deal to have Durham be the 
fl agship for getting broadband cov-
erage all the way across the town 
using ARPA fund money from the 
county, from money that they were 
given. That is the goal.”

Once build-out of the broadband 
project begins, completion could 
take as little as six months to get the 
town fully connected, he added.

Durham Connect is also look-
ing to gather community input 
on events and activities residents 
would like to see come to the town, 
Breslin said. A survey was given to 

everyone attending the meeting to 
complete. Volunteers are needed to 
make those plans a reality, Breslin 
said.

“If you want to see things hap-
pen in town, if you want to be a part 
of organized activities, you have to 
step up and lead things,” she urged. 
“That is a really diffi cult thing — I 
know we are all busy, but I encour-
age everyone, if you have an inter-
est in any of the things on this list, or 
something else that we didn’t men-
tion that you could lead or take part 
in, connect with us on our Facebook 
page.”

Activities on the survey includ-
ed Durham history talks, a book 
club, family movie nights at the 
park, a dog park, sports, exercise 
classes, hiking trails, coffee shop 
gatherings and more.

Marriott said he wanted to clar-
ify a quote that was included in 
the town’s annual report in which 
he said, “The issue of newcomers 
is still extremely polarizing in our 
town. It has gotten worse in the last 
few months. We need to fi nd a way 
to strike a balance with welcoming 
new people into our community 
and protecting our core values and 
way of life.”

The town supervisor apologized 
for the way the comment was por-
trayed and added he welcomes 
newcomers to the community.

“I welcome absolutely anybody 
to come in,” Marriott said. “We 
have a good life here and I can see 
why people from outside like it and 
want to be a part of it. I welcome 
anybody.”

One resident in the audience 
said he appreciated the clarifi cation 
but said there was some truth to the 
idea that newcomers are sometimes 
seen as an issue.

Marriott said Durham has peo-
ple from all walks of life — from 
fi fth-generation residents to new-
comers from New York City — and 
that the town has to fi nd a balance.

“We have a very broad spectrum 
of people and some people look at 
it as a negative, and some look at it 
as a positive. I look at it as a posi-

tive,” Marriott said. “There is a very 
diverse community here and it is 
becoming more and more diverse. 
I think that is absolutely awesome.”

The many different groups have 
to fi nd a way to live together in the 
community, he added.

“We have to strike some way of 
being able to get along,” Marriott 
said. “It is a polarizing topic be-
cause you get people who are very 
adamant in both directions. I do my 
best to remain neutral.”

Resident Mary Ann Ledda said 
her family has been connected to 
Durham for a century and that new-
comers to the community should fa-
miliarize themselves with the area’s 
culture before moving in.

“If you are going to move to an 
area, you should maybe fi nd out 
something about it, about the cul-
ture of that area… so you don’t get 
angry when the guy next door is tar-
get shooting, so you know the rules 
— you can target shoot, but not near 
a house,” Ledda said.

One resident asked about excess 
garbage on town roads. He wanted 
to see something done about it.

Marriott said that is a diffi cult 
issue to tackle.

“It’s tough — we have 46 miles 
of road here in the town so [it is dif-
fi cult] to be able to police all of it all 
the time,” he said. “Unfortunately, 
we can’t police every person that is 
throwing garbage all over. I would 
love to be able to, but we can’t. If 
you see somebody doing it, please 
call law enforcement and give them 
a plate number so they can deal with 
it, but law enforcement can’t be ev-
erywhere to see it everywhere.”

Regular clean-up is also a chal-
lenge, he added.

“We do the best we possibly 
can,” Marriott said. “Our highway 
guys do a phenomenal job, but for 
that amount of road, we only have 
eight guys, so it is tough.”

The issue that dominated much 
of the discussion at last year’s an-
nual town meeting — the proposed 
Bosque housing development — 
was not raised at this year’s meet-
ing.

MEETING, from page 1

Keith W. Valentine, CIC, LUTCF and his team are ready to serve all 
of your insurance needs with more companies, more choices, and 
more experience which all lead to BIG Savings for you!

Take advantage of Valentine Insurance Agency’s affiliation with 
SAN group and SIAA, the largest alliance of independent Insurance 
Agencies in the Northeast and Continental U.S., with over 3500 
Members across 48 states writing more than $9 Billion in total 
member premiums.

Contact Keith Valentine for a quote!
Office 518-943-3489 • Mobile 518-821-8244

KEITH@MYVALENTINEINSURANCE.COM

More Than Great Rates

Trusted Advisors

HOME AUTO BUSINESS LIFE HEALTH

www.myvalentineinsurance.com

Jon T., customer since 2004

I’ve bought property insurance and auto insurance from Valentine Insurance 
Agency for nearly 20 years, and they are simply the BEST. I owned many rental 
properties in Greene County, and renovated several buildings. Valentine not 
only found the appropriate insurance, but gave years of invaluable advice. Their 
knowledge of property and business in the local area helped me tremendously, and 
I have recommended them to everyone. Don’t waste your time using anyone else.

By John Grimaldi
For Capital Region Independent Media

WASHINGTON, DC — The vast major-
ity of seniors say they want to spend their so-
called “golden years” in their own homes. 

Assisted-living facilities are not an op-
tion for those who want to socialize with 
neighbors, family and friends, are able to get 
around on their own, and feel safe and secure 
in their own homes. 

A poll conducted by Capital Caring 
Health, a nonprofi t provider of elder health, 
and the online health website, WebMD, found 
that “88% of people between the ages of 50 
and 80 said it was very or somewhat import-
ant to them that they live in their homes as 
long as possible.” 

But the reality is that not all of them are 
prepared. 

“Aging in place is trending due in part to 
the fact that growing old is not as debilitat-
ing as it used to be,” said Gerry Hafer, ex-
ecutive director of the AMAC Foundation, 
the non-profi t arm of the Association of Ma-
ture American Citizens. “The acceptance of 
healthier lifestyles and the benefi ts of modern 
medicine have helped to convince many se-
niors to stay at home.” 

There is a caveat, of course, said Hafer, 
and that means you need to make an assess-
ment of what you are able to do by yourself 
and what you can’t do. 

“The most critical issue you need to deal 
with is your health,” Hafer said. “Do you suf-
fer from a debilitating illness? In fact, making 

the decision may require a conversation with 
your doctor.”

Here’s a checklist courtesy of the National 
Institute on Aging [NIA]: 

• Are you able to take care of yourself by 
yourself?

• Do you need help with household 
chores?

• Are you able to prepare healthy meals on 
your own?

• Do you have the fi nancial resources to 
age in place?

• Are you able to remember to take your 
meds as required

The NIA report also suggests that you 
“be prepared for a medical emergency: If you 
were to suddenly become sick and unable to 
speak for yourself, you probably would want 

someone who knows you well to decide on 
your medical care. To make sure this happens, 
think about giving someone you trust permis-
sion to discuss your health care with your 
doctor and make necessary decisions. Learn 
about health care advance directives. Talk 
with your doctor about whether you should 
get a medical alert ID bracelet or necklace.”

According to AMAC’s Hafer, once you 
pass muster and become a candidate for ag-
ing in place, it’s a good idea to take a tour of 
“your place” to make sure it’s safe. He sug-
gests making a room-by-room assessment, as 
recommended by the AgingCare website, to 
ensure that your home environment supports 
your lifestyle now and in the future.

Are you a ‘stay-at-home’ senior?
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

We are locally-owned & operated  
& our staff is customer-friendly 

with no pressure, so you can 
make the best decision for your 

next vehicle purchase.

Check out our inventory online at:  
www.crossroadsny.com

Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fees, and taxes.

Crossroads Ford
We are locally-owned & operated & our staff is customer-friendly with no 

pressure, so you can make the best decision for your next vehicle purchase.

518-756-4000 • 2351 Rt. 9W Ravena, NY • (Just 10 miles South of Albany)
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2018 Subaru ForeSter Premium
2.0L H4, Auto., 4WD/AWD, 

Keyless Entry, Cruise  
Control, Sunroof/Moon-
roof, Rear View Camera, 

19,944 Miles.
$31,995 STK#  U11418C

Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fees, and taxes.

$23,995

2018 Subaru outback Premium
2.5L H4, Variable AWD, 
Bluetooth, Keyless Entry, 
Rear View Camera,  
Satellite Radio, Cruise 
Control 82,060 Miles.

STK#   U11345T

Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fees, and taxes.Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fees, and taxes.

$27,995

2012 Ford muStang gt 2dr FaStback
5.0L V8, Manual /RWD, 
Keyless Entry, Blind Spot 
Monitor, Cruise Control, 
aluminum wheels, 
Spoiler, 29,652 Miles.

STK#  U11421C

2.4L I4 Hybrid, Auto. 
4WD/AWD, Keyless En-
try, Power Liftgate, Rear 
View Camera, Satellite 
Radio, 21,265 Miles.
$34,990

2021 mitSubiShi outlander

STK#  U11378T
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2020 toyota c-hr le
2.0L I4, Variable / FWD,  

Adaptive Cruise Control, Blue-
tooth, Keyless Entry, Brake 
Assist, Rear View Camera, 

Satellite Radio, 21,204 Miles.
$25,990 STK#  U11396T

4dr Sedan, 1.5L I4 Turbo-
charger, Automatic, Back 
Up Camera, Alloy Wheel 

package, SYNC, Push  
Button Start, 12,517 Miles.

$25,995

2020 Ford FuSion Se

STK#  U11287PC 

2019 niSSan rogue S
2.5L I4, Variable AWD,  
Key Less Entry, Lane Assist, 
Cruise Control, Rear View 
Camera, Liftgate Rear 
Cargo Access, 30,690 Miles.
$25,990STK#  U11202T

Premium 2dr Convertible, 
5.0L V8, Automatic Trans-

mission, Power Black 
Convertible Top, Back Up 

Camera, 36,806 Miles.

$34,995

2015 Ford muStang gt 

STK#  U11302C

alerT!!!
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& WOn’t last long! 

therapy and healing in that way.”
“That was my inspiration, so I felt a 

calling to come back home,” Boomhower 
said.

She wanted to make treatment acces-
sible in her hometown of Greenville so 
residents would not have to travel to Al-
bany or Kingston for care, she said. She 
explained her philosophy of care, which is 
to take into account all aspects of a per-
son’s life when determining a course of 
treatment.

“Every chiropractor is different, every 
yoga practitioner is different, every thera-
pist is different, so different practitioners 
have different philosophies,” Boomhower 
said. “Mine is incorporating that holistic 
approach to care — what else is going on 
in life that may be triggering the symp-
toms that people present with when they 
come to get care from me. I want to ex-
plore that and dig a little deeper and fi nd 
some of the root causes of what could be 
going on and not just shake off things like 
stress levels or family life or intensive job 
requirements. I like to dig back some lay-
ers and look at the bigger picture so I am 
not leaving anything out.”

In her portion of the wellness center — 
chiropractic — Boomhower can provide 
care for many kinds of conditions.

“Chiropractic is traditionally a back 
pain and neck pain provider,” she said. “I 
am also passionate about treating disor-
ders of the shoulder, such as rotator cuff 
issues. I love treating the muscles of the 
body — I specialize in myofascial release 
techniques, which also provide great relief 
that a traditional chiropractic adjustment 
alone may not offer.”

Boomhower is also certifi ed in the 
Webster Technique, which is treating 
pregnant women with chiropractic care.

Chiropractic adjustments seek to re-
align the body, particularly the spine, to a 
proper position. Improper alignment can 
be caused by poor posture, living a sed-

entary lifestyle or trauma, among other 
causes. That can lead to other problems as 
well, she said.

“You can get dysfunction happening in 
the body and some muscles may be work-
ing more than others, so therefore your 
knee might turn inward so you have hip 
pain, and then you have back pain, and 
your gait is altered,” Boomhower said. 
“That is the focus of my holistic approach 
— that everything is connected. It really 
starts with your spine because that is your 
central nervous system, that network of 
the body — your lifeline.”

Other health issues may also be pos-
itively impacted by chiropractic adjust-
ment, including headaches, menstrual 
cramps, indigestion and more, Boomhow-
er said.

Chiropractic treatment is done on an 
individual basis, she explained.

“I usually work on a case-by-case ba-
sis because everyone has different needs,” 
she said. “In that initial appointment it 
is usually an extensive 45-60 minutes of 
exam, assessment and then a fi rst treat-
ment. After that, I think of it as getting a 
boost — a lot of times we are in this dys-
functional living for a long time, so you 
need frequent care to boost you into a new 
way of being in your body. Once you are 
in that new way, you can start to come less 
frequently.”

Early treatment may involve one to 
three visits to the center a week.

“That will only happen for maybe three 
to six weeks, and then we reassess,” she 
said. “We are constantly reassessing what 
is working and what is not working, and 
then from there we can say maybe once a 
week and see how that goes, and then once 
every other week, and kind of taper you 
off, like with any other type of care.”

Visits to the center are also supple-
mented with exercises that are done at 
home.

Catskill Valley Chiropractic, A Center 
For Wellness, is located at 20 Country Es-
tates Road in Greenville.

CENTER, from page 1

high school.
“While I am sure previous high 

school classes have said the same, high 
school really has been turbulent for the 
Class of 2022, but I don’t think any one 
of us would change that,” Bogusz said. 
“The COVID pandemic gave us the op-
portunity to grow, to develop indepen-
dence and really challenge ourselves to 
step up.”

The majority of the class’s high 
school experience was impacted by the 
pandemic, she said.

“Ninth grade was normal. Then came 
10th grade,” Bogusz said. “I don’t think 
any one of us could ever imagine that 
we would spend the last 15 weeks of our 
sophomore year logging onto Google 
Meets. Suddenly, the building and the 
faces that we were all so familiar with, 
felt like a distant memory.”

During their junior year, classes were 
hybrid, with students attending school a 
couple of days a week and logging into 
remote classes the rest of the week. 
Their senior year was more “normal,” 
but still saw many restrictions, quaran-
tines and cancellations, she said.

Valedictorian Emma Haller also re-
flected on how the pandemic affected 
the Class of 2022.

“When we look back on our high 

school lives, we can see all we have 
managed to accomplish despite the very 
real hardships we have endured,” Haller 
said. “Our class is a part of the genera-
tion that was not able to experience high 
school in the way we should have. In 
fact, the last completely normal school 
year we had was freshman year in 2018. 
But although the last few years have not 
been easy on any of us, the perseverance 
and positivity of this class as well as the 
love and support from everyone here, 
has enabled us to reach this important 
moment in our lives.”

District Superintendent Michael 
Bennett was the final speaker and spoke 
of the many changes the Class of 2022 
have had to contend with.

“You persevered through it all,” 
Bennett said. “I am a strong believer in 
silver linings, and when you are faced 
with challenges or setbacks, that is how 
you learn and grow. In life you will face 
many more obstacles and many more 
challenges. Learning from them is an 
important part of growth.”

The top 10 students in the Class of 
2022 were valedictorian Emma Haller, 
salutatorian Cheyenne Bogusz, Syd-
ney Ahrberg, Celina Miller, Madeleine 
Stewart, Taryn Silk, Patrick Close, Han-
na Case, John “Jack” Motta and Aurora 
Gandolfo.

GRADUATES, from page 1
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One of the things I liked most about my 
former job as a Cooperative Extension agent 
in Greene County was the process of figuring 
out what was causing problems with garden 
plants, lawns, trees or shrubs. It is sort of like 
detective work without a cloak or dagger.

I used what I learned about this topic 
in public health as well, when we contract-
ed with the New York State Department of 
Health to conduct educational programs to 
combat Lyme disease. This week I will share 
some principles of disease and infection I 
learned, which are pretty relevant in these 
days of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In order to contract a disease, whether 
it is a plant or animal disease, three factors 
must occur simultaneously. If any of these 
three factors are not present, there can be no 
disease. First, before I discuss these specific 
factors, I need to talk about the things that 
cause disease.

In general, disease-causing organisms 
are fungi, bacteria or viruses. All may cause 
diseases with similar symptoms, but all are 
different in their mode of action or how they 
infect.

It seems to me that most plant diseases 
are caused by fungi. Fungi are organisms that 
generally require water to become infectious. 

Lacking chlorophyll, they need to get their 
“food” from other sources than sunlight by 
breaking down and absorbing organic matter. 
Sometimes in the process of feeding on plant 
material, they kill or damage their host. This 
distinguished pathogens from saprophytes.

Once a plant is infected with a fungal 
disease, it is generally difficult to “cure” the 
infection. The general strategy is to try to 
prevent the infection in the first place or keep 
it from spreading. Fungi are living organisms 
that can survive for a long time, either active-
ly causing infection, or in a dormant state that 
may last for 100 years or more. This longev-
ity allows them to re-occur when conditions 
are right. Some fungal diseases are ubiqui-
tous and must be dealt with every season.

Twenty years ago, almost all the garden 
seeds that were sold were treated with a 
pink-colored fungicide called “Captan.” This 
fungicide protected tender seedlings from 
getting “damping off,” which is a general 
term for similar diseases caused by several 
genera of fungi. The infected seedlings grow 
spindly and eventually keel over and die with 
a conspicuous shriveling or narrowing of the 
stem at soil level. It is highly contagious and 
usually fatal once contracted.

It is virtually impossible to cure a flat 

of seedlings once the disease occurs, so the 
emphasis is on prevention. In addition to pre-
ventive chemical fungicides there are cultur-
al practices than can also be utilized, much to 
the satisfaction of gardeners who don’t want 
to use chemical fungicides.

Another major cause of disease in plants 
and animals are bacteria. Bacteria are also 
living organisms that can exhibit long-term 
dormancy. Like fungi, they can damage their 
hosts by “feeding” on the tissue of the host 
and using the host’s cells to grow and multi-
ply. Of course, not all bacteria are pathogenic 
and neither are all fungi.

Our bodies contain millions of foreign 
bacteria and fungi that do us no harm what-
soever. In fact, many of these organisms are 
responsible for keeping us healthy. Bacteria, 
like fungi, usually require water to become 
infectious.

One of the most common bacterial dis-
ease of pears and apples is called “fireblight.” 
This disease most often occurs when rain or 
hail hits flower blossoms. Splashing water 
spreads the disease. Most, but not all, fun-
gicides are ineffective in treating bacterial 
disease. Commercial fruit growers often use 
antibiotics, such as streptomycin, to try to kill 
bacteria.

A third major infectious agent is viruses. 
Viruses, like the COVID-19 virus, are very 
different than bacteria or fungi in the sense 
that they are not living organisms, per se. 
They can only survive and reproduce inside 
living cells. They have a very short life ex-
pectancy, unlike bacteria or fungi, and they 
don’t necessarily need water to infect. Think 
of them as renegade hunks of DNA or RNA 
that get into the genes of plants or animals, 
and direct the cells to make more viruses. 
They are also very tiny compared to fungi 
and bacteria.

Viral infections in plants are far less com-
mon than bacterial or fungal infections be-
cause they generally cannot get inside a plant 
without help from another living organism. 
Leafhopper insects and aphids are usually 
involved in viral infections in plants. These 
insects inject the virus into the plant physi-
cally with their mouthparts and once inside 
the plant they can replicate.

Since all three of these types of patho-
gens cause disease in somewhat different 
manners, dealing with them requires differ-
ent strategies, but the principles of infection 
remain essentially the same. This is where I 
will pick up the story next week.

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@cornell.edu

Plant diseases
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*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By Bob Beyfuss
For Capital Region Independent Media

The sequence of wildflower 
bloom continues. 

Black locust trees are late to 
leaf out, but shortly after they 
make leaves, they produce clusters 
of lovely and fragrant white blos-
soms that perfume the air when 
many trees are present. These 
flowers are edible and can be used 
to make a simple sugar syrup that 
is great as a base for making mo-
jitos!  

Shortly after the locust blos-
soms fall off, the air is once more 
perfumed by one of my least fa-
vored plants, multiflora rose. I 
thought that this prickly weed was 
on the decline, due to the rose ro-
sette virus, that seemed to be kill-
ing them almost everywhere, but 
now I have noticed that they are 
surviving the infection and thriv-
ing once more. The virus causes 
witches brooms and weird look-
ing reddish growth but apparently, 
some can survive and they are now 

in full, fragrant bloom on my road. 
About two weeks ago, the 

likewise invasive autumn olive 
bloomed profusely as well, with 
a powerful sweet fragrance that 
attracts many pollinators. Both of 
these non-native shrubs produce 
berries that are consumed by all 
sorts of wildlife, which do not 
seem at all concerned about the 
plant’s origin. 

One of the most common 
shrubs on my property, nanny-
berry, is also just finishing bloom 
right now. This is a native plant, a 
type of viburnum that will produce 
raisin-like berries in late summer 
that are edible, but not exactly 
tasty. 

Some roadside wildflowers in 
bloom now include Dame’s rock-
et, which is sometimes confused 
or misidentified as wild phlox. 
Dame’s rocket is in the mustard 
family and it has four petals, with 
leaves that are alternate on the 
stem. Wild phlox has five petals 
with opposite leaves. The flowers 
on Dame’s rocket start out as pur-

ple but fade to pink and white. It is 
a very pretty roadside plant that is 
also considered invasive. 

If you see large clusters of 
white flowers that are arranged in 
umbels, on 2- to 3-, or even 4-foot-
tall plants, such as you see on 
wild carrot or parsley, these may 
be hemlock leaved parsley. The 
delicate leaves are finely divided 
and almost lacy. It does look very 
much like poison hemlock, which 
you certainly would not want to 
consume in any manner!  Fortu-
nately, poison hemlock is pretty 
uncommon and prefers to grow in 
swampy areas. 

Another member of the pars-
ley family is the yellow-flowered 
wild parsnip. This weed often 
grows 6 feet tall, or taller. You 
need to avoid touching this plant 
at all times, since the sap causes a 
nasty rash that is made worse by 
exposure to sunlight. If you like to 
weed whack the roadside plants by 
your property, be very careful not 
to get any of the sap on you! 

Buttercups are now ubiquitous 

with their shiny, small, yellow 
flowers in fields as well as road-
side. Another perennial member 
of the buttercup family that I am 
delighted to have growing quite 
nicely around my house, with no 
effort on my part at all, is Canada 
anemone. The showy white flow-
ers appear every June and last at 
least a week to 10 days. 

Wild iris, with either yellow 
or blue flowers, are also in bloom 
now, often in wet areas in full sun. 
Blue flag wild iris is native, but the 
yellow-flowered one is considered 
invasive. I like them both and have 
transplanted them to my property. 

Purple-flowered raspberry, 
also called thimbleberry, is begin-
ning to show its magenta-colored 
flowers now. This member of the 
raspberry family has hairy canes 
and is not prickly, like its cultivat-
ed cousin. The fruit are also fuzzy, 
with a rather insipid flavor. 

Before I run out of space, I 
need to share some distressing 
news I just heard from the Schoha-
rie County Health Department. In 

the annual survey of ticks they re-
cently conducted, they found that 
about half of all the ticks collected 
had Lyme disease, or some other 
bacterial parasite in their blood. 
Only dog ticks seemed to be free 
of potentially infectious agents. 

This is to be expected and not 
cause of new concern, but what 
was pretty scary was that about 
20% of the deer ticks also carried 
the Powassan virus. This virus 
can be transmitted as quickly as 
15 minutes, or less, after it bites. 
Unlike Lyme disease or other bac-
terial infections, which generally 
require 24 hours of feeding, this 
viral disease cannot be treated 
with antibiotics. It causes only a 
few deaths each year in New York 
state, from a meningitis type of in-
fection, but 50% of people infect-
ed will develop serious, lifelong 
illness as a result. All the more 
reason to avoid tick encounters!  

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@
cornell.edu.

Wildflowers

By Dick Brooks
For Capital Region Independent Media

In my unending quest to solve all the 
problems that plague the human race, one of 
the conclusions I’ve come to is that we need 
to waste more time.  

Wasting time, especially without the guilt 
usually associated with this healthy activity, 
could solve some of civilization’s major prob-
lems. 

I can’t take all the credit for this discov-
ery — senior citizens, small children and cats 
have known its value for years.  

The necessity to be productive and the 
stress involved in becoming productive caus-
es most of the strife to be found on this tired 
old dirt ball we’re riding. The more stressed, 
more aggressive producers are those consid-
ered successful.  

I wouldn’t trade places with Elon Musk 
on a bet!  Sure, he’s got enough money to buy 
his own country, a trophy girlfriend younger 
than most of my shoes and can afford to buy 

his own social media platform after he gets 
back from a jaunt to outer space in his own 
rocket, but is he happy?  You bet! 

But does he ever relax? Is he ever satisfied 
with who he is and where he’s at? Probably 
not.  

Wasting a little time would probably bring 
him more satisfaction than robber-baroning 
another million or two. An hour or two in an 
old jacket, worn jeans and sneakers just wan-
dering aimlessly in the woods is probably just 
what the doctor would order before charging 
him some astronomical fee.

Wasting time is an art. I mean, you don’t 
want folks to think you’re goofing off, even if 
you are.  Hobbies are great excuses to waste 
time, everyone needs a hobby. 

I like doing things with wood, I like mak-
ing little curls with a sharp knife and I like 
sanding.  The rhythmic repetitive motion, the 
smell of fresh sawdust, the way the sawdust 
hangs in a sunbeam are all good for the soul. 
By calling it a hobby and calling myself a 
woodcarver, I can do these fun things without 

people worrying about me becoming a bur-
den on society.  

Find your favorite way to waste time and 
then find a hobby to fit it into and you’ll give 
the illusion of being productive.  If you pro-
duce something, consider it a bonus and give 
it to someone. If you sell it, then it’s not been 
a waste of time and you’ve just created anoth-
er job for yourself and defeated the joy to be 
found in wasting time.

Some sports are especially conducive to 
wasting time. Golf springs to mind. I have 
friends who will have nothing to do with 
mowing the lawn. Too hot, too wet, allergic 
to grass are all excuses I’ve heard used. They 
pay a neighborhood kid to do the deed and 
they go off to play golf.  

They spend the afternoon hiking up and 
down hills in the broiling sun with smiles 
on their faces.  Threats of hurricanes, flash 
floods, thunderstorms — none of these deter 
them from their pursuit of wasted time. They 
die by the dozens, victims of lightning bolts, 
stray alligators, grass allergies and spousal 

abuse.  
They’d rather die than give up their favor-

ite waste of time. That’s devotion!
My advice to you (and it’s free because 

I thought it up while wasting time) is to set 
aside some time each day to waste. Take a 
nice nap, sit and think, watch rain on a win-
dow, pet a cat, explore the junk drawer, go 
through your yearbook, see if you can still 
find four-leaf clovers, watch the clouds make 
shapes, plant something you’re not going to 
eat, listen to a baby breathe, or write a news-
paper column. 

You’ll be better for it!
Thought for the week — “As you get 

older, three things happen. The first is your 
memory goes, and I can’t remember the other 
two.” — Sir Norman Wisdom

Until next week, may you and yours be 
happy and well.

Reach Dick Brooks at whittle12124@ya-
hoo.com.

Wasting time
WHITTLING AWAY by Dick Brooks

Transcribed from her diary by  
Kathy Saurer Osborne

Sunday, July 1  Showers. Up late. Had 
dinner and went to church. Had to do Com-
munion. Chuck came in the P.M. and stayed 
the evening.

Monday, July 2: Fair. Put out the clothes 
before eight. Ironed some. Joyce washed and 
ironed. Chuck came tonight about 7:30.

Tuesday, July 3: Fair and cool. Made a 
pie for the L.A.S. to sell at Kennedy’s sale. 
Did some of Gene’s ironing and all of mine. 
Chuck stayed last night. Went there this P.M. 
and came back tonight so I could go out with 
Addie. We expected to see the Game Farm, 
but it was closed. We ate supper in Tanners-
ville. Had a nice ride.

Wednesday, July 4: Showers. Did nec-
essary work. Up late. Went to the races at S. 
Westerlo and back for the fireworks. Chuck 

and Joyce went to both too. Went for Adri-
enne and two friends and took them to the 
fireworks and back again. Nearly got caught 
in the rain at the races and at night, too.

Thursday, July 5: Fair. Cleaned bedrooms 
and living rooms. Chuck and Joyce around 
here and there, now and then! Went to Delite’s 
with them in the evening in the rain and on to 
Vincanna’s for “Pie” (I can’t spell it!).

Friday, July 6: A nice day. Dusted and did 
necessary work. Chuck and Joyce mowed the 
lawn. I went to see “Samson & Delilah!” A 
fine picture! Don took Adrienne for a perma-
nent to “Bernice’s,” will go for her later.

Saturday, July 7: Hot. Made pie, etc. 
Chuck staid last nite & they have gone swim-
ming in Lake Mysotis this P.M.

Sun, July 8: Fair & warm. Didn’t go to 
church. Chuck and Joyce stayed here last 
night and went to 10:45 Mass. Don and Ger-
tude went for Adrienne’s wash. Chuck and 

Joyce were there today.
Monday, July 9: Fair. Up 5 A.M. Chuck 

came and Joyce and I went to W. Coxsackie 
with him on his way back to Portsmouth, Va. 
Left Joyce at Gedney’s on the way back. I did 
our washing and brought it in this P.M. Am 
tired tonight. Gertrude not as well as usual to-
day. Don worked in the garden tonight.

Tuesday, July 10: Fair and warm. Show-
ers this P.M. and evening. Did our ironing 
and some for Gene. Very warm and humid. 
Mended some and hand washed a few things 
for Joyce.

Wednesday, July 11: Very warm. Ironed 
Joyce’s blouses. Up late. Don stayed home 
to take Gertrude to the “Clinic.” They started 
about 12 P.M. Came home 6 P.M. Very warm 
and tired. Don has to go in again tomorrow to 
make further arrangements. He took Gertrude 
and I to John I’s for Sundays this evening. 
Adele and Marlyn Lane gone to see “Pardon 

My Dust.” Don backed out his car tonight and 
it was smoking. A cig spark had been blown 
in the back seat and set it on fire. Blanket and 
seat cushion burned a little, otherwise OK.

Thursday, July 12: Rain all day. Cleaned 
bedrooms, etc. In the P.M. Lite and Philip 
and Joann came. They stayed while Philip 
went to Dean’s. Lite went home with Philip 
and JoAnn stayed till tomorrow. Cleared up 
tonight.

Friday, July 13: Fair. I took Gertrude to 
Aunt Theresa’s. Cleaned living rooms etc. 
The girls went swimming and had a good 
time all day. I took her home after tea. Joyce 
came with Don. We visited a while and then 
went to play for the Fire Ladie’s dance.

Saturday, July 14: Fair. Made two pies, 
etc. Visited. P.M., took Aunt Eddie McCaf-
ferty to see Rose and Uncle Lew. Barely near 
Manorkill. Had a nice time. After tea we went 
to the races. A full day.. 

Grandma Mackey’s Diary
1951 life in Medusa

By Toby Moore
For Capital Region Independent Media

I write a lot about following 
your dreams, giving it all you’ve 
got, doing your best, and going for 
the gold. I’m an ambitious person, 
and I love to see people succeed. 

Sometimes, when I write about 
ambition, I find that some people 
think all ambition is selfish ambi-
tion and that it’s self-serving to be 
a dedicated person devoted to the 
accomplishment of big goals and 
dreams. 

That got me thinking about the 
difference between selfish ambi-
tion and selfless ambition. Is there 
a difference? Is it possible to have 
selfless ambition? If it is, how 
does that look? 

I’m not sure if there is such a 
thing as selfless ambition; a more 
appropriate name might be, “con-
scientious ambition.”

We’ve all met people who 
placed success and money above 
everything else. They didn’t care 
what they had to say or do to ac-

complish their desire. They’d 
throw you under the bus in a sec-
ond if they thought it would get 
them further up the ladder of suc-
cess. 

I have met these types of peo-
ple. Unfortunately, you don’t al-
ways know they are the way they 
are until it’s too late. Contrary to 
popular belief, people who don’t 
care about others and will do any-
thing to get to the top are not the 
majority of successful people. To 
be sure, some are, but not as many 
as we might think.

I knew a producer in Holly-
wood who didn’t care whose life 
he had to ruin to get to the top. 
Although he did produce a few 
movies and seemed to be on his 
way, he’s now running from the 
law and will be doing time once 
apprehended.

My father’s business partner 
wanted to be rich so badly that he 
embezzled tons of money, nearly 
sinking my father’s business. He 
got in trouble and never made it 
to the prosperous place he envi-

sioned. 
I had a business partner who 

thought he could have a success-
ful business by giving customers a 
cheap and worthless product while 
charging a very high price. We 
went our separate ways, and he is 
no longer in business.

Are there habits or personal-
ity traits that can predict whether 
an ambitious person can become 
successful or not? It turns out that 
conscientiousness is one of the 
most significant predictors of suc-
cess. Studies have shown that con-
scientious people rise to the top 
at a staggeringly higher rate than 
those that are not conscientious.

What is conscientiousness?
One definition of conscien-

tiousness is: Wishing to do what is 
right, especially to do one’s work 
or duty well and thoroughly.

Another definition is: Gov-
erned by conscience; controlled by 
or done according to one’s inner 
sense of what is right; principled.

Some synonyms for conscien-
tiousness are: Just, upright, honest, 

faithful, devoted, industrious, dili-
gent and dedicated.

Can conscientious people be 
ambitious? According to Psy-
chologistworld.com, “Conscien-
tious people are generally more 
goal-oriented in their motives, 
ambitious in their academic efforts 
and work, and feel more comfort-
able when well-prepared and orga-
nized.”

Studying conscientiousness 
will reveal that conscientious peo-
ple are usually ambitious and try 
to do what is right; they do the best 
they can; they are hard workers, 
trustworthy and agreeable. They 
foster productivity and harmony 
in the workplace and at home.  

While I encourage people to 
be ambitious and go after their 
dreams, I would never suggest 
that you must lie, cheat and steal 
to accomplish your goals. On the 
contrary, I would say that if you’re 
ambitious and want to be success-
ful, you must practice conscien-
tiousness. 

How can we practice consci-

entiousness? Care about others, 
and care about your job; try to 
conduct yourself with a good and 
moral mindset. Don’t hurt others 
on your way to the top, but help 
them instead. Be faithful, depend-
able, agreeable and avoid hostile 
confrontation. Be a person of in-
tegrity.

It’s impossible to be perfect, 
and I certainly have many areas I 
need to improve upon as I practice 
conscientious ambition. You may 
not have been born and raised a 
conscientious person, but you can 
change and grow. If you want to 
become conscientious, you must 
have a growth mindset. If you’re 
going to be successful, and consci-
entiousness is one of the most sig-
nificant predictors of success, it’s 
good to become a conscientious 
person. 

Toby Moore is a columnist, 
the star of Emmy-nominated “A 
Separate Peace,” and the CEO of 
Cubestream Inc.

‘Conscientious ambition’ and success
Positively Speaking
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By Mary Schoepe
For Capital Region Independent Media

How do you like your coffee — black, with half and 
half, or maybe you like it with one of those fl avored cof-
fee creamers? I love heavy cream in my morning coffee, 
but it didn’t love me back. It gave me all sorts of digestive 
problems. 

So I went online and to my delight found an endless 
variety of dairy-free alternatives that could easily replace 
my beloved heavy cream. I was so relieved that I could still 
enjoy my coffee without the digestive problems plaguing 
me all day. That is, until I started reading the labels.  

Here’s what I discovered.
Depending on the brand, most coffee creamers are a 

combination of different chemicals, oils, sugars and milk 
products that include harmful ingredients like dipotassium 
phosphate, soy lecithin, sodium caseinate and partially hy-
drogenated soybean oil.

Now you might think that partially hydrogenated soy-
bean oil sounds healthy, however 94% of soy grown in the 
U.S. is genetically modifi ed and contaminated with highly 
toxic herbicides.  Researchers found that due to its high 
omega 6 content, soybean oil can cause unwanted weight 
gain, diabetes and fatty liver disease. 

Another harmful ingredient is soy lecithin, a highly 
processed product that for many people results in abdom-
inal bloating, diarrhea, skin rashes and nausea and stom-
ach pain. And even though soy lecithin has been granted 
GRAS status by the FDA, an article published in the jour-
nal Developmental Psychobiology suggests that regular 
consumption of soy lecithin may increase your risk for 
developing cancer and cause birth defects. 

Dipotassium phosphate is a common food additive that 
is used in dairy-free creamers to help prevent coagulation. 
While the FDA considers it safe when used in moderation, 
excessive amounts can result in long-term side effects such 
as arterial stiffening, heart disease and kidney disease. 

Sodium caseinate is the scientifi c name for the protein 
casein found in milk and used as a binding agent for coffee 
creamers and processed cheese. Potential side effects are 
kidney and liver damage, which may also lead to the build-
up of toxic waste in the brain, resulting in Alzheimer’s dis-
ease.  

If that’s not bad enough, coffee creamers can be very 
high in sugar, spiking your blood sugar and causing the 
inevitable crash, resulting in another “cuppa” coffee with 
creamer.   

So I had two choices — give up coffee and miss out 
on its amazing heart-healthy benefi ts, or I could make my 
own creamer so I know exactly what I’m using — which 
is exactly what I did.  

After much trial and error and lots of research, I found 
a simply delicious recipe for dairy-free coffee creamer you 
can make. 

All you need is one can of full-fat organic coconut 
milk, 4 tablespoons of maple syrup and 1 tablespoon of 
vanilla extract and mix in a blender.

It’s an amazing coffee creamer without any side effects 
or chemicals. Just make sure you use it up in two weeks! 

What’s in your 
coffee creamer?

Fitness Concepts

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — What’s the buzz? 
Why, it’s bees, of course.

The Greenville Rotary held a special 
program June 11 at the gazebo at Veter-
ans’ Park and in the community room at 
the Greenville Public Library entitled 
“The Buzz About Bees.”

The family educational program, 
geared to adults and children alike, of-
fered activities and vendors geared to 
nature and, of course, the business of 
bees.

“This is an environmental day,” 
said Rotary member Eileen Cuffe, who 
staffed a table at the gazebo. “It’s all 
about selling plants, telling people about 
bee keeping, people are selling honey, 
and there are all different kinds of plants 
that people can buy.”

Mushrooms, herbal teas, honey prod-
ucts and seed bombs were also available. 
Seed bombs are small, clay-covered 
mounds of seeds that “bomb” the soil to 
encourage plant growth.

A beekeeper was also on hand, show-
ing kids of all ages the tools of her trade 
and explaining how bees are handled.

Local resident Heather Zacchio 
brought her three kids to “The Buzz 
About Bees” and said they couldn’t get 

enough of the beekeeper’s presentation.
“They are learning about beehives 

and how honey is made,” Zacchio said. 
“They like to eat honey a lot but they 

haven’t gotten to see hives up close, so 
this is really cool.”

Inside the community room at the li-
brary, there were more activities includ-

ing children’s art projects.
There are likely many more species 

of bees that you might think.
There are over 20,000 known bee 

species in the world, with around 4,000 
of them native to the United States, ac-
cording to the U.S. Geological Survey 
website.

Bee species range in size from tiny 
2-millimeter Perdita minima, known as 
the world’s smallest bee, to carpenter 
bees, which are the size of a kumquat. 
Many kinds of bees are smaller than a 
grain of rice and about 10% of bee spe-
cies in the U.S. have not yet been named.

Many bees are vital to maintaining an 
adequate food supply, and it goes far be-
yond honey production.

“Native bees are the primary insect 
pollinator of agricultural plants in most 
of the country,” according to the U.S. 
Geological Survey website. “Crops that 
they pollinate include squash, tomatoes, 
cherries, blueberries and cranberries.”

Honeybees are not native to North 
America but were brought here from Eu-
rope in the 17th century and now help 
pollinate many crops in the U.S., includ-
ing fruits and nuts.

Native bees pollinate an estimat-
ed 80% of flowering plants around the 
world, according to the organization.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Greenville Rotary member Eileen Cuffe at the Rotary’s table during “The Buzz About Bees” pro-
gram at Veterans Park.
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Many people, both men and 
women, kept diaries in the past. 
I have a small collection of local 
diaries and would love to have 
more because they illustrate the 
daily lives people were leading 
and what and who was import-
ant to them. Most people started 
diary keeping on January 1 of 
a given year. While they may 
not have continued recording 
until the end of the year, the di-
aries usually tell what their au-
thors were doing on New Year’s 
Day. Since this edition of “The 
Greenville Pioneer” is coming 
out on January 1, I thought I 
would share with you how some 
people spent that day in the past. 
I don’t even know the names of 
all those who kept the diaries. 
Often, they didn’t put their 
names in the books. Perhaps you 
can guess who the authors might 
have been. If you do fi nd a clue, 
please let me know.

 Helen Tripp was one of the 
daughters of Alfred and Maria 
Utter Tripp. She was born Jan-
uary 26,1853, and she lived un-
til January 27, 1917. She lived 
in the brick house on the main 
street of Oak Hill with her fam-
ily. On January 1, 1874, she 
started a diary: 

Thursday, Weather very 
pleasant. I worked around the 
house until noon. In the after-
noon sewed on my dress. Did 
not go anywhere nor was there 
any one in here till evening. Mrs. 
Eliza Flower called. Received a 
letter from Libbie Russell.

Friday, January 2: Weather 
very pleasant, thawed all day. 
I sewed on my dress nearly all 
day. Aunt Mary Utter and Jim-
mie came down this evening to 
go to the donation. [I can imag-
ine what the donation was, but 
can anyone share more informa-
tion?] Aunt Mary invited us to 
go with her. The coal fi re went 
out last night. I had to make it 
up this morning. Aunt Mary had 
a very nice time; they cleared 
$104.

Saturday, January.3: Weath-
er very pleasant; thawed all day 
again today. I had to make the 
coal fi re again today. Father, 
Mother, Hattie and Carrie [her 
two youngest sisters] went over 
to Uncle Briggs today. [Uncle 
Briggs was a Tripp and lived in 
Medusa or Westerlo]. I fi nished 
my dress, all but the buttons and 
pockets.

Sunday, January 4:  Weather 
very nice and pleasant. Went to 
Durham to church this morn-
ing. Did not get back in time 
for Sunday School. Did not go 
to church this afternoon. [The 
Tripps lived next to the Oak Hill 
Methodist Church and were al-
ways very involved there.]  Or-
ville preached. I wrote a letter 
to Libbie Russell this evening. 
Did not go to church. [It sounds 
like there were opportunities to 
spend the whole day and eve-
ning at church.]

Chauncey B Day from Al-
cove recorded on January 
1,1887: Thurs. Went to Al-
cove—got 3 gal. kerosene.

The diary of another anon-
ymous person recorded: Jan 1, 
1888 Rained all day. Hugh here 
in evening. 

A. M. Cowles recorded in 
his diary: January 1, 1898: The 
snow that fell yesterday has 
been piled in heaps last night 
and the wind is still blowing. 
I could not get home last night 
for the snow was drifted.  Mr. 
Whitehead and myself played 5 
games of dominoes this morn-
ing.  In the evening played with 
Mr. Mackey. Mr. Cook and 
brother drove them to the house 
to break out the roads.

Jan. 1, 1918:  A diary from 
the Wade family recorded: Mary 
is with us. We stay in all day. 
Big Fire in Catskill 2:20 a.m.

Mrs. Mary D. Mattice from 
Catskill wrote: Wednesday, Jan 
1,1919: We stayed home. Made 
head cheese and hockeye [a pig 
product].

For years many Oak Hill and 
Vicinity families have gone to 
Florida in the winter; the Tripps, 
the Fords, and the Wades all had 
houses in the Bradenton area. 
For these folks, the New Year 
was a time to go south. A series 
of diaries written by the Wade 
family give an idea of what the 
New York folks did in Florida:

Gainesville Fla Jan 1, 1925. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bates, Nelson and 
I ate our New Year’s dinner to-
gether outside our tents plac-
ing our tables together. (Menu:  
fricasseed chicken, sweet and 
white potatoes, cucumber pick-
les, chili sauce, creamed onions, 
green peas, sweet corn, celery, 
cranberries sauce.  Coffee Lem-
on pies.) The men washed the 
dishes for us. Mrs. Bates and 
I called on Mrs. Harder from 
Hudson on this camp.

Jan 1, 1928: Spend the day a 
home. Bates are away the week 
end. Mr. and Mrs. Lasher called 
this afternoon. We spend our 
spare time writing letters. Nel-
son goes to church.

Deland Fla:  Jan 1, 1930 A 
very lovely day. Need no fi re. 
Wash this am; take a nap this af-
ternoon. And go with the Lash-
ers to see the Glorifi ed Ameri-
can Girl.

1934:  Deland, Fla. We go out 
for dinner and go to the movies 
in afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. Kipp 
from Orange City call in the 
evening. Tooldie seems some 
better today. 80 in the shade.

Jan 1, 1935: A lovely day. 
We call on Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
and the Hacks. Have our din-
ner at home. Spend our evening 
with Mr. and Mrs. Luke

Jan 2.  Three callers. Nice 
day. Our anniversary. Hacks for 
the evening.

Jan. 1, 1938: A lovely day. 

Had dinner at home. Junior with 
us. There was a dinner at the CC 
[country club?] Building for the 
Tourists but we did not go. The 
holidays passed off very pleas-
antly. Thunder showers later 
evening.

Jan 1, 1939:  callers this af-
ternoon.

Jan 2 this is our 56th wedding 
anniversary. Quite a change be-
tween then and now

Jan 1, 1940:  Mr. and Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Lasher, Nelson 
and I had our dinner at the Tour-
ist Club Rooms. A very nice 
turkey dinner gotten on purpose 
for the club about 230 were 
there.  Price 80 cents. The busi-
ness meeting at 7:00, then an 
entertainment and refreshments 
and card playing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howards came this afternoon. 

You can see the New York 
folks had a wide circle of 
friends, lots of activities, and 
warm weather. Some of them 
stayed a few months and then 
returned north. Others made 
Florida their permanent home. 

Another diary which has 
no name identifying its owner, 
written in an O-K Seal Theme 
Tablet is one of my favorites. It 
is titled “My Diary for 1936.”

Wed. Jan 1 --1936:  Geils, 
John and I were to Flossies & 
Harris. A beautiful day. Came 
back and stopped at Golda’s, 
they were sawing ice.

Thurs. Jan 2. John went on 
the road I did chores, washed, 
another lovely day starting to 
rain at night. Reggie Fowler 
broke his leg at Newells.

Friday, Jan 3. Johns home, it 
rained all day. John went with 
Floyd Nickerson after hay.  I 
went to Helens.

Saturday Jan 4:  Lovely 
day just like spring. Helen and 
I went to Middleburg got our 
money from Clarence, came 
back by way of Potter Hollow. 
Stopped at Ethel Bates got home 
about 4 oclock had a hay ride 
through the woods.

Sunday Jan 5: Just a perfect 
day Very icy rained last night.  
John walked to Elmers. Geil, 
K.O. and Cecile was down after 
milk.

Mary Wade, wife of Leslie 
Wade, lived in the Green Re-
vival house in Oak Hill. She 
became the Durham Town Clerk 
January 1, 1946 and record-
ed in her diary: We have Town 
Clerk’s offi ce and had the safe 
etc. moved to our house.  Wrote 
a few licenses.  Stayed home for 
New Year’s Day.

Jan. 2:  got desk ready for 
Town Papers, etc.  Had to get 
new battery for car. Pop [Leslie] 
got all the Town Clerk material 
in order for me. Not much busi-
ness yet. 

Brooks Atkinson, the dra-

ma critic for the “New York 
Times,” and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author who had a house in 
Durham on the Susquehanna 
Turnpike for many years, pub-
lished a book in 1951 called 
“Once Around the Sun.” It is 
presented in diary form in that 
there is an essay for every day 
of the year. 

Some essays describe local 
residents, but today I want to 
share his philosophical com-
ments on January 1, 1951. He 
was in New York City that day. 
His musings seem relevant for 
today: “New Year’s Day. The 
new year comes in with a sting. 
New York is alarmed. Rain fall-
ing at a freezing temperature 
has covered the sidewalks with 
a hard glaze. Speaking over the 
city radio the mayor personally 
warns motorists to keep off the 
icy streets. The Weather Bu-
reau forecasts a heavy snow-
storm tonight. At the moment, 
the year looks bright…. we are 
warm and we begin the new 
year triumphantly. The worst 
can happen; occasionally it 
does. Not many of us in Ameri-
ca are prepared for it, for we do 
not believe it in our bones. We 
cheerfully assume that in some 
mystic way love conquers all, 
the good outweighs evil in the 
just balances of the universe and 
that at the eleventh hour some-
thing gloriously triumphant 
will prevent the worst before 
it happens. In the austere light 
of the world’s experience our 
optimism is naïve. When wars 
and depressions strike us down, 
we are shocked, incredulous, 
and unprepared. But cautious 
calculations bore us; they have 
such a dismal appearance and 
sound. To Americans optimism 
is a more congenial attitude. It 
may be even more than that: it 
may be creative. For all that I 
know at the moment, ‘Happy 
New Year’ may be nothing less 
than prophecy as the world be-
gins one more journey around 
the sun.”

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas 
is the Town of Durham Histori-
an. She lives in Oak Hill, thus 
the name of her column. 

Greenville Auto & Truck Parts 
4979 Route 81, Greenville · 518-966-5344 

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 · Sat 8-5 · Sun 9-2 

OVERBAUGH
DUMPSTERS 

15-Yard Dumpsters Available 
Mark Overbaugh - Greenville 

518-947-9981

Spring Cleaning?? 
Want to Get Rid of Old Metal? 
All Metals Picked up FREE!! 

All appliances - Air Conditioners 
Outdoor Grills - Metal Swimming Pools 

Call Today! 
John at 518-756-3056 

Many people kept diaries in the past

The front of the “Once Around the Sun” dust jacket is typical of illustration in 1951 
when it was published. The book sold for $4.

The dress Helen Tripp wrote about in her diary would likely have been similar to those worn by the Tripp ladies in this picture. 
They prided themselves on their fashionable attire, made mostly at home. At that period of time, the local stores sold yard 
good and notions. Some ladies in town had a dressmaker come to stay for a week or so to make their new gowns.

The Tripps had a house in Bradenton, where the whole family visited.  I U was in 
fact living there when he died, but his body was returned to Oak Hill for burial in 
the Oak Hill Cemetery. They were members of the Bradenton Country Club.

Mary Wade of Oak Hill was one of the many area people who went to Florida each 
winter. Some visited; others retired there. Most people drove from the Catskills to 
Florida, and there are numerous accounts of their trips which took several days 
and possibly car repairs along the way. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The back of the dustjacket of Brooks Atkinson’s book pictures him and tells about 
his many achievements.

History of the 
Cleveland House

By Mary Lou Nahas
For Capital Region Independent Media

Many of you are aware that a historic 
house in the hamlet of Oak Hill was total-
ly destroyed by fi re in the early morning 
of June 15. 

Tri-Village Fire Company wrote a de-
scription of the terrible event: “At 02:29 
Tri-Village was dispatched mutual aid 
to the village of Oak Hill for a fully in-
volved structure fi re. Kudos to Chief 
Haller from OHD for an outstanding job 
on a diffi cult fi re. Responding were Oak-
Hill Durham, Tri-Village, East Durham, 
Greenville, Medusa, Livingstonville, 
Durham Ambulance and Greene EMS. A 
special THANK YOU [to] The Milk Run, 
Yellow Deli, Brenda Wood and Dorothy 
Simons for taking care of all the fi refi ght-
ers. The Milk Run brought us egg sand-
wiches and coffee and the Yellow Deli 
made several stops with sandwiches, cof-
fee, baked goods and juice. That is why 
you must support local businesses, be-
cause they are always the fi rst ones to step 
up for the communities during crisis. 17 
members worked for 7 hours on this call. 
Special shout out to our most junior fi re-
fi ghter, 11-year-old Lucas Lounsbury who 
jumped right in to help get our apparatus 
back in service.

“Thankfully the occupants of the resi-
dence are safe and none of the responders 
are injured.”

That was now, but let’s go back to the 
beginning when the house was fi rst built.  

According to the National Register 
Listing for the house:

“The town of Durham was settled 
over a very short period of time. In a mat-
ter of thirty years the town grew from a 
largely uninhabited district in the town 
of Coxsackie to an independent township 
in Greene County. In 1790 the town’s 
population was set at 1,822. By 1810 the 
town population had grown to 2,944.  In 
1805 the name Durham was adopted by 
the inhabitants refl ecting the population’s 
strong Connecticut roots. Through its de-
velopment the area of Oak Hill has always 
served as a commercial center. Beginning 
in the early nineteenth century Oak Hill 
was growing into a vigorous industrial 
hamlet. Although the area had served as 
a regional milling center during the latter 
years of the eighteenth century, during the 
1820s and 30s a shift in the community’s 
industrial economy occurred. During this 
period a number of the old saw and grist 
mills were converted into use for heavier 
industry including woolen mills and iron 
foundries. It would be the introduction of 
malleable iron works into the community 
that would sustain its economy for nearly 
a century. The iron industry would drive 
the development of the hamlet through-
out the nineteenth century. During this 
period several iron manufactories were 
established. Mr. Kimball opened the 
fi rst of these factories in 1833. Known 
as the ‘lower foundry,’ it rolled out iron 
into plates. The second opened soon af-
ter Kimble’s [sic] and was known as the 
Smith Iron Works & Co. Mal. In 1844 
Sheldon Cheritree purchased the local 
plow works and established the Cher-
itree & Pierce Iron Foundry. Along with 
the material manufacturing aspects of the 
hamlet’s development came a number 
of small associated industries. These in-
cluded blacksmiths, tin works, a weight 
& scale manufacturer and several small-
er manufacturing concerns. By 1857 the 
hamlet boasted two hotels, fi ve stores, two 
churches, a school and 547 dwellings.”

From text of a Walking Tour of Oak 
Hill, written by Doug and Sancie Thom-
sen, we learn that the house started as the 
Andromiean Skeels home: “Skeels was 
an early settler. Original section [of the 
house was] built in 1790.”   

I don’t know details about Skeel, 
but an Adoniram Skeel was one of three 
Skeels who signed a covenant in 1792 to 
build a church on Meeting House Hill. 

From the National Register listing we 
learn that it was an example of a home 
associated with early foundry owners. In 
the listing it is referred to as the Cleve-
land House and says: “As constructed, the 

Cleveland House is an outstanding local 
example of late Federal era residential 
architecture that was updated and mod-
ernized to keep up with the architectural 
trends of the mid-nineteenth century. The 
evolution of the building further refl ects 
the ongoing and burgeoning prosperity of 
the residents of Oak Hill and specifi cally 
the Cleveland family.  (C 1790, c 1830, c 
1850).” 

The nomination to National Register 
further says that “the rear is dominated 
by an early single-story, kitchen wing. 
The method of construction used in this 
portion of the housed indicates an earlier 
date of construction than the main block 
of the house. It is suspected that the wing 
may have served as the original dwelling 
on the site and was later incorporated into 
the newer dwelling.”

An 1876 map of Oak Hill shows the 
L.B. Cleveland house, a store across the 
street, another business across the street, 
a barn and tin shop next door, all owned 
by Cleveland.

A handwritten account from 1931 by 
Marie W. Pratt, says: “Lyman Cleveland 
born 1816 died 1872. He was a farmer 
and also had a small general store. He 
was married three times. The fi rst two 
wives were sisters: Catherine and Annie 
Utter, an old and much respected family. 
The third and much younger wife was his 
housekeeper at time of last marriage. Her 
name was Rebecca Palmer and she was 
a relative of Potter Palmer. As far as I 
can learn Mr. Cleveland was one of the 
sterling men of the community. His por-
trait was painted by Amos Hamelin when 
Cleveland was 75. Mrs. Tripp was a sister 
of Mr. Cleveland’s fi rst two wives. Mr. 
Cleveland had a son and daughter, but 
they had no children.”

The National Register listing further 
says: “On the interior the house displays 
evidence of the various epoch of change 
that it has undergone. The house is pres-
ently laid out with a traditional wide 
center hall fl anked by single parlors, this 
plan appears to date to a ca. 1830s reno-
vation. The original plan appears of have 
had large front rooms with smaller rear 
rooms. There is also evidence of corner 
fi replaces in the area of the front rooms. 
The rear wing retains a single room plan 
on the fi rst fl oor with storage area above.”

Apparently after Cleveland died, the 
house was a boarding house called the 
Stannard House.

Dorothy Beecher Jennings, who still 
lives locally, says she lived in the house 
beginning when she was 14 years old. Her 
aunt Emily and mother (Youmans) bought 
the house together. They did a lot of work 
on the home and turned it into apart-
ments. When Dorothy married, she and 
her husband and later their family lived 
in the apartment upstairs until they built 
a modern house next door. Allan Beecher 
says they moved to new house when he 
was six. Arlene, who is now pastor of the 
Durham Oak Hill Methodist Church, says 
that is the house she grew up in.  

Dorothy says she always thought of 
it as “such a stately house.” She remem-
bers her aunt’s big apartment downstairs 
and that there was a middle bedroom up-
stairs had a heart-shaped window, called 
a courting room. Also, that a woman who 
worked in the phone company rented a lit-
tle apartment in the house.

Next, a man from Hudson bought the 
house as rental property. Sara Stickler 
bought the house in 1992. Sara came to 
Oak Hill fi rst when her brother Sam Stick-
ler purchased the buildings that became 
Sam’s Oak Hill Kitchen and the DeWitt 
Hotel Antique Center. During her owner-
ship the house was listed on the Nation-
al Register of Historic Places. Extensive 
restoration and updating were done; just 
in the last year it was newly painted. Sara 
was living in the house when it burned.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The Cleveland House fully engulfed in flames in a recent fire that destroyed the historic building.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
An earlier photo of the house.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The house after the fire, completely destroyed.

VETERAN OWNED 
NANO FARM BREWERY

Trackside Pizza is right 
behind our Brewery 

offering Pizza, Wings 
Sandwiches and Burgers. 
You’re welcome to bring 

in your own food too. 

Also Available: 
32oz Crowlers & 

16oz 4-Pack Cans To Go.

109 MAIN STREET, RAVENA, NY • 518.756.2320

Offering a Variety of On-Site 
Craft Beers along with NY made 

Hard Cider & Sangria.
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LONGENERGY.COM

Reliable Deliveries and 
Unbeatable Service & Support

Propane
HVAC

Plumbing
Generac Generators

FUEL DELIVERY 24 / 7 / 365

518-756-2555
Family-Owned Since 1945

98 MAIN STREET, RAVENA, NY

Call for Pricing / Quotes
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 I wanted to thank everyone within the Ravena / Coeymans / 
Selkirk communities for their continued support over the last 
year. It has been difficult at times but we have managed to get 
through it and provide a helpful community service. We are back 
to regular business hours Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm / Sat 10am - 3pm 
/ Closed on Sundays
 Currently, with the volume of bottles and cans we are only 
taking drop offs - bring in your empties, place them in a designated 
area, we take your name and then give you the earliest time 
frame to come back or any time thereafter to collect your money.
Since opening in July 2018, we have helped raise approximately 
$52,500, which is almost 924,000 bottles/cans for 50 different 
organizations which anyone can donate to.
 We look forward to servicing the community in the future. 
If you have any questions regarding operation, donations or 
fundraisers please reach out....

Shane DeCrescenzo

Just Makes Cents
Bottle & Can Redemption Center

518-577-3084
Justmakescents6@gmail.com

2480 US Route 9W, Faith Plaza, Ravena
518-756-9091 • www.HopeFullLifeCenter.org

Helping Harvest
Grocery store for 
families in need!

SNAP, Credit and 
Debit Cards Now Accepted!

OPEN: MON, TUES, 
THURS, SAT 10-2 • WED, FRI 2-6

Building Your Dream Home?

ANNIVERSARY

ANNIVERSARY

Apply online in minutes at nbcoxsackie.com

Serving Greene, Schoharie and Albany Counties
1Pending credit approval. 11% down required. 

Rates and terms may change without notice. NMLS Co ID # 816880

National Bank of Coxsackie can Help
You with a Construction Loan1

•  We’re one of the few lenders that offer it!

•  Only 11% down required with NO PMI

•  Single closing with flexible disbursement schedules

•  No points, application, credit bureau, 
application or inspection fees

•  Competitive rates
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TCI NY participated in the first annual Capital Region BOCES 
National Signing Day.  Roberto Gonzalez a senior at RCS High School 
joined a group of 16 students who signed letters of intent with 
businesses in the Capital Region.
“We are excited to have Roberto join our team.  People are our most 
important asset,” said Brian Hemlock, President TCI NY.  “Through 
our partnership with RCS and BOCES students come to us ready to 
work and with the skills they need.”
“Going to work at TCI is an awesome opportunity.  I feel it is the start 
of a great career,” said Roberto Gonzalez.  “The pay and benefits are 
great, there are opportunities to advance, and I like the environment.  
They treat people right.”

To find out more about working at TCI, 
call John Barr at (518) 756-9997 

or go to www.tci-ny.com for more information.

TCI NY part of 
Inaugural Capital Region BOCES 

National Signing Day

L to R John Barr, TCI NY, Dr. Brian Bailey, Superintendent RCS High School, Roberto 
Gonzalez who signed with TCI, and his mom Elizabeth, Dr. Lisa Patierne RCS Principal and 
Mark Westcott, TCI NY.

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL HOME FOR 60 YEARS!

741 DELAWARE AVENUE, DELMAR, NY 12054

(518) 439-5560
WWW.MEYERSFUNERALHOME.COM

A family owned funeral home, started in 1968 by 
Ben Meyers of Alcove. In recent years taken over by 

his son, Stephen; who lives in Ravena. 

For personal service, flexibility and cost savings on 
your cremation and burial needs. Just 13 miles from 
downtown Ravena. I know people do not like to talk 
to the tax man or funeral director, but if I can be of 

any help at the time of need, please feel free to call.  

Stephen Meyers - Where the name on the sign out 
front matches the guy you talk to.

Burials starting at $2,835
Cremations starting at $995

Define Your Style with LP® 

SmartSide® Trim & Siding

Choose a siding option that ensures your 
home’s exterior reflects your aesthetic style. 

LP® SmartSide® Trim & Siding offers the warmth and 
beauty of traditional wood with the durability of LP 
engineered wood to complement any home style. 

Greenville  |  Windham  |  Latham

*Non-stock / Special order*

Seasonal 
Full & Part-Time Housekeeping

Pine Lake Manor
An All Inclusive Family Vacation Resort

WE’RE HIRING AT

WWW.PINELAKEMANOR.COM

Please Call 518-966-5745
Come Join the Family!!

11780 Rte. 9W • Coxsackie, NY 12192 • 518.653.5367

All Natural ‘I Scream’ 

Ice Cream • Hotdogs

Ice Cream Cakes 
For Any Occasion!

OUTDOOR SUPPLIES
11779 St. Route 9W, 

W.Coxsackie, NY 12192
518-731-3900

EXCAVATING
325 Medway-Earlton Rd.

Earlton, NY. 12058
518-731-6190

Halsted 
Companies
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• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

Nation
Pickers

• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

2530 Route 9W, Ravena, NY
Closed Monday • Open 11-5
Saturday’s 10-5
518.495.9225

An Affordable 25 Multi Dealer
Antique / Vintage / Collectable Shop

FOUNDED IN 1958

Anatriello Agency
Insurance of course!

2477 US Route 9W, Ravena, NY 12143
Johna@AnatrielloAgency.com • AnatrielloAgency.com

“Excellent to do 
business with.”

-Peter Mahan

“Very friendly and 
knowledgeable 

people. A 
pleasure to do 
business with!!”

-Darrell Owens

“Competitive prices. 
Detail oriented and personalized 

service. Thumbs up.”

-Pete Foronda

HOUSEAUTO BUSINESS
u Personal Service

u Attention To Detail

u Over 60 Years Of Family Owned Business 

u Providing Service To The Community

Deep Steam Extraction
For your carpets, upholstery, 

vehicle, & office!

518.756.2669
Raymond Magee - Owner

Brightway 
Cleaning Service

Call Today 518.528.0144
challacombeconstruction@gmail.com

Challacombe Spray Foam

www.ChallacombeConstruction.com

Providing Kitchen and Bathroom 
Remodels and Spray Foam Applications

O u r  h o l i s t i c  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  f o c u s e s  o n

e x p l o r i n g  u n d e r l y i n g  c a u s e s  o f  y o u r  s y m p t o m s ,  n o t

j u s t  t h e  s y m p t o m s  t h e m s e l v e s .

 

W e  l o o k  a t  t h e  w h o l e  p i c t u r e ,  a n d  p r o v i d e  t h e r a p i e s

t h a t  c a n  h e l p  y o u  u n r a v e l  w h a t  i s  g o i n g  o n  w i t h i n

y o u r  b o d y .

 

I n s t e a d  o f  j u s t  t r e a t i n g ,  w e  t a k e  t h e  t i m e  t o  t e a c h

y o u  a b o u t  y o u r  b o d y .  T h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  c a n

e m p o w e r  y o u  t o  m o v e  i n  n e w  w a y s .

 

O u r  g o a l  i s  t o  h e l p  s u p p o r t  y o u r  b o d y  a c h i e v e  i t ' s

m o s t  o p t i m a l  f o r m  a n d  f u n c t i o n .  

C H I R O P R A C T I C
 

E N E R G Y  H E A L I N G
 

Y O G A
 

G R O U P  F I T N E S S
 

I N F R A R E D  S A U N A
 

N A T U R A L  A E S T H E T I C S  B Y  L I N D A

2 0  C O U N T R Y  E S T A T E S  R O A D
G R E E N V I L L E ,  N Y

E X P E R I E N C E  D E E P E R  H E A L I N G

C A L L  T O D A Y :  ( 5 1 8 )  8 6 0 - 9 5 5 5

L e a r n  m o r e  a t :
w w w . c a t s k i l l v a l l e y c h i r o p r a c t i c . c o m

A 
Aboard
Cruises depart & 

return to Shady 
Harbor Marina

  MM          

$5 discount with current dinner receipt from 
The Boathouse Grille

Sightseeing
Saturday, & Sunday 1:00 & 3:00

Sunset Cruises
Friday, Saturday, & Sunday 6:00PM

Private Charters
2 hr min | up to 12 people | offered 
everyday with 24 hours noticeeveryday with 24 hours notice

518-784-3513
70 Shady Harbor Drive, New Baltimore, NY 12124
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By Dr. Billy Holland
For Capital Region Independent Media

The key to being a good sol-
dier is listening carefully and be-
ing obedient. No one, especially 
God, wants a servant that decides 
to be absent without leave or that 
is rebellious and always wants to 
do things their way. 

Every effective military has 
strict discipline for a purpose and 
this is for making sure the sol-
dier is focused on what the leader 
is saying. One reason for going 
through boot camp is to learn cer-
tain skills while training the indi-
vidual to build strength so they are 
in excellent physical condition. 
Going into battle is very strenuous 
and demands each team member 
be strong and confi dent. 

But even more important than 
building physical endurance, their 
minds must be educated, trans-
formed and renewed to follow 
orders and to be ready to respond 
without fear under the most ter-
rifying and diffi cult situations. 
To have someone’s attention, the 
person must trust and respect the 
one who is in command and these 
components are crucial to being 
victorious. 

As we can see, the concept of 
awareness and perseverance can-
not be overemphasized in our re-
lationship with our Lord and King.

In the summer of 2021, I began 
asking God to help me develop a 
deeper level of awareness of His 
presence along with more disci-
pline, wisdom and discernment. 

I wrote down a few posi-
tive statements to confess in my 
prayers and whenever it would 
cross my mind. I do not want to be 

lukewarm and continued to ask for 
a revelation of more fi re and pas-
sion to consume me. Information 
is only a gathering of knowledge 
until it becomes quickened as di-
vine truth and wisdom to our mind 
and conscience. Many people 
know a lot of facts, but until truth 
energizes and activates convic-
tion within our hearts, it will not 
change our destiny. 

I have also asked Him to help 
me recognize errors so that I might 
know the correct interpretation of 
His Word. I desperately need a 
higher level of sensitivity to His 
voice so that I can comprehend 
what He is saying. These oppor-
tunities are critical components of 
the Christian experience and will 
be accomplished or ignored ac-
cording to our level of desire.

Knowing God is based on com-
munication, but evidently, many 
who call themselves a Christian 
are either not convinced this is 
true or they are not interested in 
participating. The overwhelming 
percentage of these people avoid 
prayer simply because this is 
something they do not want to do. 
They have convinced themselves 
that God does not care if they pray 
or not because they believe that 
whatever they do or choose not to 
do will not make any difference 
as far as their good standing with 
Him. As long as He has prepared 
a beautiful heaven for them after 
this life, all is good even if they do 
nothing. 

The truth is they are held ac-
countable for not praying, along 
with other duties such as personal 
Bible research and worship, wit-
nessing and praying for a burden 
for the lost, developing an aware-

ness of God’s presence, and being 
ready to respond to divine appoint-
ments such as laying hands on the 
sick and confronting evil, being 
fi lled with the Holy Spirit, walk-
ing in reverential fear of who He is 
and demonstrating His nature and 
character, just to name a few.

So, what is the secret to having 
an exciting and effective prayer 
life? We must fi rst decide if this is 
something we really want. 

If we desire to invest our time 
into knowing God He will provide 
everything needed to make it hap-
pen. I wonder how many believe 
yielding our will to Him is just too 
extreme and radical? For any of 
us to enter into a walk of faith and 
love, we must discern His voice 
as He tells us what He wants us to 
pray about. 

Dwelling in the secret place 
with Him is not based upon sys-
tematic theology or a proper 
scriptural exegesis. It’s simply a 
lifestyle of discipline where lis-
tening and obeying becomes more 
important than pleasing others or 
our own agenda. 

How often do you ask Him for 
a fervent passion to pray? With-
out love and a burden, we will not 
care and this no doubt explains the 
enormous lack of interest. It’s not 
that we are begging to suffer, we 
are choosing God’s that will prob-
ably include it. 

Charles Spurgeon is quoted as 
saying, “A little faith will bring 
your soul to heaven, but great faith 
will bring heaven to your soul.”

Read more about the Christian 
life at billyhollandministries.com.

Without a burden, we will not pray
Living on Purpose

Because you care! 
Sometimes, things don’t always work out at home for a child.     
New  York’s Office of Children and Family Services estimates that 130,000 

children around the state live with a grandparent, an aunt or uncle, or other 
family member. Some even live with close family friends. When a family member 
or close family friend assumes the responsibility of caring for a child, that’s called 
Kinship Care.        

Perhaps you are a kinship care provider, or know someone who is. If you are, 
you do it for all the right reasons. Because you care.  But there’s good news.    
St. Catherine’s Center for Children has launched a new program to support    
kinship caregivers in Albany, Schenectady, Greene and Ulster Counties. The     
program connects caregivers like you to a variety of community and public     
support services, providing you with the tools you need to succeed. Want to learn 
more? Call us at the number below, or email kinshipcare@st-cath.org 

St. Catherine’s Center for Children 
40 North Main Avenue, Albany, NY 12203 

www.st-cath.org  •  518-453-6700

St-Cath_Kinship Care_6-21_Layout 1  6/30/2021  2:37 PM  Page 1
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear 
from you. Send information about up-
coming events and news to news@

greenvillepioneer.com. 

(We need to have announcements 
at least two weeks in advance.)

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations
SHOUT OUTS!

Shout it out to a family member, 
friend, business or group of people.

Message could be an I love you, congratulations, 
happy birthday, cheer on a team or person.

ADVERTISE ON OUR NEW PAGE

for more information
CALL 413.212.0130

By Russell Gloor
For Capital Region Independent Media

Dear Rusty: Is it possible for 
you to go over how the federal 
withholding tax is computed on 
Social Security benefi ts? 

Signed: Curious Taxpayer
Dear Curious: I’m not sure 

if you’re asking about how FICA 
(or self-employment) tax on your 
earnings from work is deter-
mined, or if you’re asking about 
how much income tax to have 
withheld from your Social Secu-
rity benefi t, so I’ll address both.

The 7.65% FICA tax withheld 
from your earnings by your em-
ployer consists of two elements 
– 6.2% is for Social Security and 
1.45% is for Medicare Part A. 
Your employer pays an equivalent 
amount on your behalf. This is a 
standard amount that all Ameri-
can workers pay, which — after 
enough credits are earned — en-
ables you to collect Social Secu-
rity benefi ts when you retire and 
permits you to enroll in Medicare 
Part A for free when you’re 65. 

If you are self-employed, you 
pay a “self-employment tax” on 
your net earnings instead of a 
FICA tax, and you must pay both 
the employee and employer por-
tion of the tax (15.3%). 

The only exception to this is 
that certain U.S. states have opted 
out of participation in the feder-
al Social Security program, thus 
exempting some state employees 
from paying the Social Securi-
ty portion of the FICA tax (they 
must still pay the Medicare Part 
A portion). These percentages are 
set by congressional legislation 
and will not change unless Con-
gress enacts future legislation to 
do so. 

Determining how much in-
come tax to have withheld from 
your Social Security is something 
best discussed with a qualifi ed 
tax advisor with access to all your 
income data. Your recommended 
tax withholding rate for income 
tax purposes depends upon your 
overall taxable income level and 
the tax rate which results from 
that income (considering your de-
pendents and your tax fi ling sta-
tus (single or married)). 

Having income tax withheld 
from your Social Security benefi t 
is optional, but if you choose to 
do so you must submit IRS form 

W-4V to your local Social Securi-
ty offi ce. Form W-4V permits you 
to specify that either 7%, 10%, 
12% or 22% of your SS benefi t be 
withheld for income tax purposes. 
Here’s a link to IRS form W4-V: 
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/
fw4v.pdf. 

The IRS may levy income tax 
on a portion of your Social Secu-
rity benefi ts depending on your 
combined income from all sourc-
es. Your “combined income” 
consists of your Adjusted Gross 
Income (AGI) on your tax return, 
plus 50% of your Social Security 
benefi ts received during the tax 
year, plus any other non-taxable 
income you may have had. Tax 
on your SS benefi ts is computed 
at your normal IRS tax rate and 
based on your tax fi ling status. 

If you fi le your income tax 
as “single” and your combined 
income from all sources exceeds 
$25,000, then half (50%) of your 
SS benefi ts becomes part of your 
overall taxable income. And if 
your combined income from all 
sources as a single fi ler exceeds 
$34,000 then up to 85% of your 
SS benefi ts become taxable in-
come.

If your income tax fi ling sta-
tus is “married-fi ling jointly” and 
your combined income is over 
$32,000, then 50% of your Social 
Security benefi ts received during 
the tax year becomes part of your 
taxable income. If, as a couple fi l-
ing “married/jointly,” your com-
bined income exceeds $44,000, 
then up to 85% of the SS benefi ts 
you received during the tax year 
becomes part of your overall tax-
able income.

This article is intended for in-
formation purposes only and does 
not represent legal or fi nancial 
guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National So-
cial Security Association (NSSA). 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation 
and its staff are not affi liated with 
or endorsed by the Social Secu-
rity Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To submit a 
question, visit our website (amac-
foundation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory) or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org.

Payroll tax and 
income tax on 
Social Security

Social Security Matters
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112 Rotterdam Corporate Park, Schenectady, NY 

R BA E a s t e r n N Y.c o m(518)831-2442
CALL FOR A FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION! 

Rock-Solid Warranty.
Renewal by Andersen® provides one rock-solid  
warranty that covers your windows, doors and  
installation.

FREE In-Home Consultation.
We come to you with samples and show you  
all your options.

Up-Front Pricing. NO Pricing Games.
The price we quote is the price you will pay.

Custom Measured.
Our windows and doors are manufactured to  
fit your home. We don’t modify your home to  
fit our windows and doors.

Master Certified Installers.
Our installers are factory-trained employees  
not sub-contractors. We will leave your  
home spotless.

2 YEARS TO PAY 
with No Interestt

$ 200 SAVINGS  
on every window*

$ 500 SAVINGS 
on every patio door* 

Replace your windows this month and  
you’ll pay no money down, no payments  
and no interest until June 2024t

1

2

3

 * Void where prohibited by law. Promotions may not be combined or used with prior purchases. Customer will receive $200 off list price for every 1 window or $500 off every door unit purchased at list price. Promotion to be applied by sales representative at time of contract execution with 8 window minimum purchase. Available at time of initial visit only. Expires 7/5/2022. (t) No Money Down, No Interest, No Payments 
applies if the balance is paid in full within 24 months. Renewal by Andersen of Eastern NY [RBA] is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided by 3rd party lenders unaffiliated with RBA, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements, approval and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Finance terms advertised are estimates only. 
RBA does not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing RBA customers. (x) RBA is not responsible for typos. For J.D. Power 2021 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “Renewal by Andersen” and the Renewal by Andersen logo are registered trademarks 
of Andersen Corporation. All other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. © 2022 Andersen Corporation.

Renewal by Andersen has the most 5 star reviews among 
leading full service window replacement companies.

1

2

3

Must call by July 5th  
(518)831-2442

thththththth ofththththththththththththththth ofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofof

WINDOW SALEWINDOW SALE

We challenge you to 
find a bank or credit 
card that will offer  
you this financing.  

It’s almost like getting 
free money.t

Regonized by J.D. Power for  
“Highest in Customer  

Satisfaction with Window and  
Patio Door Retailers and  

Manufacturers in the U.S.”

Download a Free  
Brochure Now
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