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COVID-19 death toll 
could reach 240,000

See page 9

We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
News about COVID-19 is chang-
ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
ably changed since we sent this 
paper to the printing presses. We 
encourage you, if possible, to 
visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/greenvillepioneer 
where we are sharing breaking 
news, closings and cancelations. 

To our readers,

Thank you, 
The Greenville Pioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―
Everyone is aware by now 
of mandates to practice so-
cial distancing, hand hygiene 
and other ways of preventing 
transmission of the coronavi-
rus, but here’s a possible dan-
ger you may not have thought 
of — spreading the virus 
through your trash.

Trash disposal was deemed 
an “essential” service by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo when he put 
strict regulations in place in 
the battle against COVID-19. 
But waste-disposal experts say 
there are risks if garbage is not 
handled and packaged proper-
ly — and that is a concern for 
them.

In Greenville, the town 
recycling center is open, but 
with limited hours. Town res-
idents needing to dispose of 
trash or recyclables can stop 
by the center from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday and Sat-
urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
the community safe, we ask 
that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 
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Trash is a possible danger when it comes to spreading COVID-19.

Trash can pose 
COVID-19 risk

See TRASH, page 10

Schools 
remain 
closed

By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

GREENVILLE—Schoo l s 
will remain closed statewide 
through mid-April and the state’s 
fi rst temporary hospital was 
completed in New York City on 
Friday as New York remains the 
nation’s epicenter for the novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Schools will now remain 
closed statewide through April 
15. Schools across New York 
were ordered closed March 18 
through April 1 to be reassessed 
every two weeks. The state’s 
waiver was extended for school 
districts to receive state aid with-
out holding physical classes for 
180 days. 

During this time, schools are 
still required to provide continu-
ity of instruction, meals for stu-
dents and information on avail-
able childcare resources

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier,” 
said Greenville Central School 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland. “When the District 
receives additional guidance 
concerning the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, we will be able 
to share more details and answer 
additional questions, including 
those surrounding spring break, 
grading, and other regulatory 
requirements. We recognize the 
diffi culties faced by our students 
and families and ask for patience 
during these unprecedented 
times.”

“Our teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families have done an 
amazing job working together to 
keep our students engaged while 
schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
proposed budget amend-
ment that would cut local 
voices out of the solar per-
mitting process is moving 
forward despite pushback 
from Greene and Columbia 
county officials.

Negotiations are con-
tinuing on the proposed 
changes to siting solar and 
wind energy, known as the 
Accelerated Renewable 
Energy Growth and Com-
munity Benefit Act, said 
Jordan Levine, deputy com-
munications director for the 
energy and environment in 
the office of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“It is impossible to say 

if anything outside the 
normal will get done, but 
renewable energy siting is 
still on the table,” he said.

Since the budget amend-
ment was announced on 
Feb. 21, local officials have 
warned that changing so-
lar siting laws to abolish 
the existing review process 
would violate home rule 
and diminish local author-
ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
Supervisor Rick Hanse.

“We are at the mercy 
of the state whether they 
take it out of the budget, 

and should it pass, the state 
will have complete authori-
ty to override town zoning 
laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
ist.”

Hanse said local offi-
cials have been lobbying 
lawmakers to debate the 
proposed amendment sep-
arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 

the amount of ‘touch’ our drivers have on garbage.”
— CARMEN BARBATO JR., OWNER OF CARMEN BARBATO, INC.

O�  cials are 
concerned that the 
proposed changes 

could accelerate the 
development of solar 
farms across Greene 

and Columbia 
counties, including 

Hecate Energy’s 
proposed 700-acre 

facility in Copake and 
the Flint Mine solar 

project in Coxsackie.
See SOLAR, page 10

A day to promote health and safety
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

NEW BALTIMORE — Keeping safe 
was the order of the day in the fi rst Health and 
Fire Safety Day since before the COVID-19 
pandemic began.

The event, hosted by the New Baltimore 
Fire Department at Cornell Hook & Ladder 
on Gill Road, was held May 14. It was the 
fi rst time Health and Fire Safety Day was held 
since 2019 due to the viral outbreak.

From the fi re department to the sheriff’s 
offi ce to EMS, fi rst responders and other 
safety offi cials brought information and tips 
to increase awareness and help keep the com-
munity safe.

“Today we brought in all kinds of health 
and fi re safety entities — public health, men-
tal health, paramedics, the ambulance, obvi-
ously the New Baltimore Fire Department, 
forest rangers — just bringing information 
to the public that they might not know is 
out there or new programs that the county is 
running as a benefi t to the community,” said 
James June, EMS captain and event coordina-

tor for Health and Safety Day.
The event was launched in 2018 and was 

held for two years before the COVID-19 pan-
demic put everything on hold for a couple of 

years.
“This is our third year,” June said. “We 

didn’t do it the last two years due to COVID, 
so we are very happy to be back and doing it 
again this year.”

In addition to multiple exhibits from 
county programs and fi rst responders, there 
were raffl es and fun activities for the kids, in-
cluding a bounce house. 

A fi re truck was also on hand for a “Touch 
the Truck” event, giving kids the chance to 
see a fi re truck up close and learn the ins and 
outs of fi refi ghting.

For adults, a “Shed the Meds” exhibit was 
on hand collecting old or unused medications, 
sponsored by Assemblyman Chris Tague, 
R-102, and the Greene County Sheriff’s Of-
fi ce, and a shredding program was offered by 
state Sen. Michelle Hinchey, D-46, to enable 
local residents to securely dispose of unwant-
ed personal, legal or sensitive documents.

There were also giveaways, including 
face masks and at-home COVID-19 tests.

The health and safety tips offered by fi rst 
responders aimed to increase awareness of 
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State unveils 
$3.2M renovated 

Coxsackie park
See page 5

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — Hundreds of marchers and 
spectators turned out Monday to honor fallen heroes 
on Memorial Day.

A long procession of marchers and fl oats took part 
in the 76th annual Memorial Day parade that lined up 

in the parking lot of St. John the Baptist Church, pro-
ceeded down Route 81 and turned the corner at Route 
32 as hundreds of local residents lined the streets, 
cheering them on.

U.S. Navy veteran George Langdon, who served 
in the Vietnam War, said the large turnout of support-

See HONORS, page 16

Macko predicts ‘most difficult budget cycle’ ever
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — Town Supervisor Paul Macko 
is predicting the town will have a diffi cult budget 
cycle this year.

“It’s my belief, and the rest of the board members 
and the public can echo in, that this is probably go-
ing to be the most diffi cult budget cycle that we have 
ever encountered in 40 years in the town of Green-
ville this fall,” Macko said at the May 16 meeting of 
the Greenville Town Council.

The challenge will be coming up with a budget 
that meets the needs of the town while contending 
with high prices and record infl ation rates that have 
been impacting the nation.

“I think with infl ation running at close to 8.5%, 

fuel oil and diesel and gasoline [up], fuel oil for 
houses is up 80%, gasoline is up 46% for the year, 
and those numbers don’t factor into your infl ation,” 
Macko said. “I think it’s going to be a very, very 
diffi cult budget cycle this year.”

The higher costs across the board — includ-
ing gasoline prices that are nearing the $5 mark in 
Greene County — will also impact other compo-
nents of the budget.

One area of the budget that remains up in the air 
is the new contract the town is negotiating with the 
Greenville Rescue Squad.

The squad’s contract with the town expires in 
December and talks stalled after the organization 
presented the town board with a proposed fi ve-year 

FILE PHOTO    
Town Supervisor Paul Macko is predicting a difficult budget cycle this fall. See BUDGET, page 16

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Veterans groups and local organizations marched in a lengthy procession down Routes 81 and 32 to honor the 
fallen on Memorial Day.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
There was plenty of national pride on display during this year’s parade honoring 
Memorial Day.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Health and Fire Safety Day returned to Cornell Hook & Ladder for the first time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic broke out.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The Memorial Day parade’s Poppy Queen, Addison Rauf, waves to the crowd.

Supervisor, rescue squad eye new contract in tough budget season

Greenville honors the fallen 
on Memorial Day
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JUNE 2022
2-4 - Performance: “Fourteen Funerals,” at 
7:30 p.m., Bridge Street Theatre, 44 West 
Bridge Street, Catskill. To purchase tickets, 
visit bridgest.org/fourteen-funerals-tick-
ets/
3-5 - Indoor Guided Tours at Thomas Cole 
National Historic Site, 218 Spring Street, 
Catskill. Face coverings required.
3 - First Fridays Catskill, all day, Main Street, 
Catskill.
4 - New Baltimore Antique Machinery & 
Agricultural Festival, all day, Saw Mill Road, 
New Baltimore. Free Admission.
4 - Cemetery cleaning project hosted by 
Historic Preservation Working Group of 
Durham Connect, at Stone Bridge Exten-
sion Cemetery, 11 a.m., rain date June 25, 
Durham.
4-5 - Halcott Community Garden Seedline 
and Plant Sale, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., in the gar-
den in front of the highway department on 
Ursum Way, Halcott.
5 - Performance: “Fourteen Funerals,” at 2 
p.m., Bridge Street Theatre, 44 West Bridge 
Street, Catskill. To purchase tickets, visit 
bridgest.org/fourteen-funerals-tickets/
6 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at Cai-
ro Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
6 - Greenville Central School District PTSA 
meeting, 6 p.m., at Greenville Middle/High 
School, Route 81, Greenville.
7 - Durham Town Board workshop meet-
ing, 7:30 p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
9 - New Baltimore Planning Board meeting, 
at New Baltimore Town Hall, 3809 Route 51, 
New Baltimore.

9-11 - Performance: “Fourteen Funerals,” at 
7:30 p.m., Bridge Street Theatre, 44 West 
Bridge Street, Catskill. To purchase tickets, 
visit bridgest.org/fourteen-funerals-tick-
ets/
9 - Greenville High School Senior Awards 
Night, 6 p.m., at Greenville High School, 
Route 81, Greenville.
10-12 - Indoor Guided Tours at Thomas 
Cole National Historic Site, 218 Spring 
Street, Catskill. Face coverings required.
11 - Book sale by Friends of the Greenville 
Library, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at library on Route 
32, Greenville. Fill a bag with books, puz-
zles, CDs and DVDs for $5 or buy a single 
paperback for a quarter. View artist Debra 
Teator’s art exhibit and buy a raffle ticket to 
win your choice of any unsold work. Draw-
ing will be held at the end of the exhibit 
and raffle proceeds will be donated to the 
library.
11 - 41st Annual Round Top Soccer Tourna-
ment, all day, 57 Ravine Drive, Round Top. 
Free parking and admission.
11 - Program: “The Buzz About Bees,” a fam-
ily educational event, 9:30-11:30 a.m., host-
ed by Greenville Rotary. For more informa-
tion email greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.
com. Free admission and activities.
11 - Durham Annual Meeting, 10:30 a.m., 
Brandow Park, Oak Hill. 
11 - Cultivate Catskill’s 2nd Saturday Trunk 
Sales, Bridge and Water streets. Cars $5, 
trucks $10. Buy and sell.
11 - Second Saturday’s Film Series, host-
ed by Athens Cultural Center, 8:30 p.m., at 
Athens Riverfront Park. Film: “Thirsty.” Free 
admission.

11 - Viennese Masters and Ukrainian 
Dreams: Fortepiano Musice from the 18th 
and 19th Century, 8 p.m., at Doctorow Cen-
ter for the Arts, 8 p.m., 7971 Main Street, 
Hunter. Tickets purchased ahead are $25. 
Visit catskillmtn.org for more information.
12 - Performance: “Fourteen Funerals,” at 2 
p.m., Bridge Street Theatre, 44 West Bridge 
Street, Catskill. To purchase tickets, visit 
bridgest.org/fourteen-funerals-tickets/
13 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at 
Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
15 - Greene County Rabies Clinic, 5-7 p.m., 
at Angelo Canna Town Park, Joseph Spen-
cer Lane, Cairo. Drive-up only. Call 518-719-
3600 to pre-register.
15 - Cairo Town Board workshop meeting, 
7 p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
15 - New Baltimore Town Board meeting, 
7 p.m., at New Baltimore Town Hall, 3809 
Route 51, New Baltimore.
17-19 - Indoor Guided Tours at Thomas 
Cole National Historic Site, 218 Spring 
Street, Catskill. Face coverings required.
18 - Bridge Street Belly Dance 2022, at 
2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., at  44 West Bridge 
Street, Catskill. For information and tickets, 
visit bridgest.org/bsbd-2022/
20 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
at Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Green-
ville.
21 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
24-26 - Indoor Guided Tours at Thomas 
Cole National Historic Site, 218 Spring 
Street, Catskill. Face coverings required.
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  

GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

To have your organiza-
tion’s events added to our 

calendar, please enter them 
online at www.greenvillepi-

oneer.com
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management team to always perform at the highest levels of 
safety and professionalism. We deliver service by maintaining 
a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and 

integrity drive our actions on and off the job.

494 Western Turnpike  
Altamont, NY

Phone: 518.355.6034 
www.carvercompanies.com

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
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news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.
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  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

For over 30 years, the Carver 
Company’s Core Compe-

tencies consist of General & 
Marine Construction, Sand 

and Gravel Mining, Property 
Management, Port, Stevedor-

ing, Terminal & Warehouse 
Management, Maritime and 
Logistics, and Tug and Barge 

Marine Towing. 
494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

GREENVILLE — Green-
ville’s Veterans Park gazebo 

will be buzzing on Saturday, 
June 11, from 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
as the Greenville Rotary hosts 
a family educational event, 
“The Buzz About Bees.”  

Guests will be able to learn 
about the importance of bees 
and other pollinators to the en-
vironment, and ways to protect 
pollinating insects and garden 
to help them.  

There will be displays by 
a beekeeper, honey for sale, 
gardening education and plant 
sales, and interactive activities 
such as making a “seed ball” 
for your garden and kids creat-
ing a mural about their favor-
ite foods and the plants that 
need to be pollinated to create 
them.  

All activities are free and 
appropriate for children and 
adults.

For more information, con-
tact the Greenville Rotary Club 

at greenvillenyrotaryclub@
gmail.com.

‘The Buzz About Bees’

The “American Pickers” are 
excited to return to New York! 
They plan to film episodes of 
The History Channel hit televi-
sion series throughout this area 
in August 2022.

“American Pickers” is a doc-
umentary series that explores 
the fascinating world of an-
tique “picking” on The History 
Channel. The hit show follows 
skilled pickers in the business, 
as they hunt for America’s most 
valuable antiques. They are al-
ways excited to find sizeable, 
unique collections and learn the 
interesting stories behind them.

As they hit the back roads 
from coast to coast, the Pickers 
are on a mission to recycle and 
rescue forgotten relics. Along 
the way, they want to meet 
characters with remarkable and 
exceptional items. They hope to 
give historically significant ob-
jects a new lease on life while 
learning a thing or two about 
America’s past along the way. 

The Pickers have seen a lot 
of rusty gold over the years and 
are always looking to discover 
something they’ve never seen 
before. They are ready to find 
extraordinary items and hear 
fascinating tales about them.

“American Pickers” contin-
ue to take the pandemic very 

seriously and will be following 
all guidelines and protocols for 
safe filming outlined by the 
state and U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention. 
Nevertheless, they say they are 
excited to continue reaching 
the many collectors in the area 
to discuss their years of pick-
ing and are eager to hear their 
memorable stories!

The “American Pickers” TV 
show is looking for leads and 

would love to explore your hid-
den treasure. If you or someone 
you know has a large, private 
collection or accumulation of 
antiques that the Pickers can 
spend the better part of the day 
looking through, send them 
your name, phone number, lo-
cation and description of the 
collection with photos to: amer-
icanpickers@cineflix.com or 
call 646-493-2184

‘American Pickers’ to film in New York

www.facebook.com/GreenvillePioneer

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The TV show “American Pickers” are looking for large, unique antique collec-
tions to feature on their show.

COURTESY OF PEXELS     
A family-friendly program, “The Buzz About Bees,” will be held at the gazebo 
at Veterans Park on June 11. Admission and all activities are free of charge. 
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a con-
viction. All persons listed are innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law. 
Charges can be amended or dismissed.

STATE POLICE
■ Michael Saliani, 41, was 

arrested May 10 at 9 a.m. in Cox-
sackie and charged with first-de-
gree possession of dangerous 
contraband in a prison, a class D 
felony. He was held.

■ Todd Trotman, 20, was arrest-
ed May 10 at 11:59 a.m. in Cox-
sackie and charged with first-de-
gree prison contraband, a class D 
felony. He was held.

■ Jennifer Dindo, 39, of Cox-
sackie, was arrested May 10 at 9:49 
a.m. in Catskill and charged with 
seventh-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class A 
misdemeanor, and first-degree op-
erating a motor vehicle impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misdemean-
or. She was released to a third party.

■ Scott Cross, 38, of Medusa, 
was arrested May 10 at 9:59 a.m. 
in Greenville and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class 
A misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Dana Story, 36, of Freehold, 
was arrested May 10 at 7:45 p.m. in 
Greenville and charged with acting 
in a manner injurious to a child, a 
class A misdemeanor. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance.

■ Abagail Robinson, 20, of 
New York, was arrested May 11 
at 10:38 a.m. in Cairo and charged 
with first-degree sexual abuse:con-
tact with an individual under 11, a 
class D felony, and forcible touch-
ing, a class A misdemeanor. She 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Johnathan August, 28, of 
Claverack, was arrested May 11 
at 11:44 a.m. in Cairo and charged 
with first-degree sexual abuse:con-
tact with an individual under 11, a 
class D felony, and forcible touch-
ing, a class A misdemeanor. His ar-
restee status was unknown.

■ Lucas Greene, 42, of Green-
ville, was arrested May 12 at 10:22 
p.m. in Greenville and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A misde-
meanor. He was issued an appear-
ance ticket.

■ Ciaran Cull, 48, of Maspeth, 
was arrested May 12 at 7:35 p.m. 
in Durham and charged with sec-
ond-degree reckless endangerment 
and fourth-degree criminal pos-
session of a weapon, both class A 
misdemeanors. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Jason Patti, 27, of Saugerties, 
was arrested May 12 at 7:15 a.m. 
in Cairo and charged with driving 
while intoxicated and driving while 
intoxicated:alcohol or drugs, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Jodi Carey, 45, of Tanners-
ville, was arrested May 12 at 6:59 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with 
second-degree criminal contempt, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
released on her own recognizance.

■ Michael Pistone, 40, of Port 
Jefferson, was arrested May 13 at 
1:40 a.m. in Windham and charged 
with driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He was 
released on his own recognizance.

■ Anthony Wallentine, 54, of 
Elizaville, was arrested May 12 at 
9:37 p.m. in Durham and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
impaired by drugs, an unclassified 
misdemeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Zachary Shaham, 25, of 
Palenville, was arrested May 13 at 
7:44 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with burglary of a dwelling, caus-
ing injury, a class B felony. He was 
held.

■ Thomas Mason, 48, of Rav-
ena, was arrested May 13 at 10:57 

p.m. in New Baltimore and charged 
with fifth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, a 
class D felony, and second-degree 
aggravated unlicensed operation, 
an unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Vladimir Sanchez, 28, of the 
Bronx, was arrested May 15 at 5:52 
p.m. in Catskill and charged with 
first-degree possession of a forged 
instrument, a class D felony, and 
second-degree aggravated unli-
censed operation, an unclassified 
misdemeanor. He was held.

■ Dilion Diegel, 22, of Catskill, 
was arrested May 16 at 3:31 p.m. 
in Catskill and charged with petty 
larceny, a class A misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Lisa Barbieri, 31, of Catskill, 
was arrested May 17 at 6:48 p.m. 
in Cairo and charged with petty 
larceny and second-degree crimi-
nal contempt, both class A misde-
meanors. Her arrestee status was 
unknown.

■ Clifford Miller, 42, of Ghent, 
was arrested May 18 at 4:59 p.m. 
in Catskill and charged with 
fourth-degree criminal possession 
of a weapon, a class A misdemean-
or. He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Kelsey Haberman, 28, of 
South Cairo, was arrested May 18 
at 11:35 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. She 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Robert Poelker, 65, of Leeds, 
was arrested May 19 at 9 p.m. 
in Windham and charged with 
fourth-degree criminal possession 
of a weapon, a class A misdemean-
or, and operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content over 
0.08% and driving while intoxicat-
ed, both unclassified misdemean-
ors. He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Kyle Friedman, 32, of Cairo, 
was arrested May 20 at 6:35 p.m. 
in Durham and charged with petty 
larceny, a class A misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Dean Farber, 28, of Purling, 
was arrested May 21 at 4:24 p.m. 
in Catskill and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class 
A misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Igor Grebenyuk, 31, of Hunt-
er, was arrested May 22 at 3:11 
a.m. in Hunter and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, a 
class E felony. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Michael Stendari, 36, of 
Brooklyn, was arrested May 21 at 
10:59 p.m. in Durham and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Domque Daniels, 26, of 
Loudonville, was arrested May 
24 at 1:13 a.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with third-degree criminal 
possession of a weapon, a class D 
felony; second-degree criminal 
possession of a weapon:loaded fire-
arm, a class C felony; and third-de-
gree criminal possession of can-
nabis, a class A misdemeanor. His 
arrestee status was unknown.

■ Jamir Hartfield, 22, of Sche-
nectady, was arrested May 24 at 
1:13 a.m. in Coxsackie and charged 
with third-degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a class D felony; 
second-degree criminal possession 
of a weapon: loaded firearm, a class 
C felony; and third-degree criminal 
possession of cannabis, a class A 
misdemeanor. His arrestee status 
was unknown.

■ Elger Strachan, 25, of Albany, 

was arrested May 24 at 1:13 a.m. 
in Coxsackie and charged with 
third-degree criminal possession 
of a weapon, a class D felony; sec-
ond-degree criminal possession of 
a weapon:loaded firearm, a class C 
felony; false personation, a class B 
misdemeanor; and second-degree 
obstruction of governmental ad-
ministration and third-degree crim-
inal possession of cannabis, both 
class A misdemeanors. His arrestee 
status was unknown.

■ Kiyara Urrego, 20, of Albany, 
was arrested May 24 at 1:13 a.m. 
in Coxsackie and charged with sec-
ond-degree criminal possession of 
a weapon:loaded firearm, a class 
C felony, and third-degree crim-
inal possession of cannabis and 
fourth-degree criminal possession 
of a weapon, both class A misde-
meanors. His arrestee status was 
unknown.

■ Jordan Dixon, 24, of German-
town, was arrested May 24 at 5:58 
p.m. in Catskill and charged with 
aggravated unlicensed operation, 
a class E felony, and first-degree 
operating a motor vehicle impaired 
by drugs. He was issued an appear-
ance ticket.

■ Ian Carty, 32, of the Bronx, 
was arrested May 25 at 4:26 p.m. in 
Cairo and charged with first-degree 
possession of dangerous contra-
band in a prison, a class D felony. 
He was held.

■ Joel Couvertier, 40, of Round 
Top, was arrested May 25 at 8:28 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with 
first-degree criminal contempt, 
a class E felony; one count each 

of third-degree assault, crimi-
nal obstruction of breathing and 
fourth-degree criminal mischief, 
all class A misdemeanors; and 
two counts each of second-degree 
criminal contempt and acting in a 
manner injurious to a child under 
17, both class A misdemeanors. He 
was held.

■ Shianne Quick, 29, of Glas-
co, was arrested May 25 at 11:15 
a.m. in Cairo and charged with ag-
gravated family offense, a class E 
felony, and fourth-degree criminal 
mischief and endangering the wel-
fare of a child, both class A misde-
meanors. She was released on her 
own recognizance.

■ Geoffrey Albright, 33, of Co-
eymans Hollow, was arrested May 
25 at 11:18 a.m. and charged with 
second-degree bail jumping, a class 
E felony. He was held.

■ Joseph Casholle, 46, of Grand 
Gorge, was arrested May 25 at 
9:15 a.m. in New Baltimore and 
charged with third-degree assault 
and fourth-degree criminal mis-
chief, both class A misdemeanors. 
He was released on his own recog-
nizance.

■ Samuel Keir, 52, of Hannac-
roix, was arrested May 25 at 8:56 
p.m. in Greenville and charged 
with manufacture of drug-related 
paraphernalia and seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, both class A misde-
meanors. He was issued an appear-
ance ticket.

■ Tara Nelsen, 51, of Freehold, 
was arrested May 25 at 8:34 p.m. in 
Greenville and charged with man-

ufacture of drug-related parapher-
nalia and seventh-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance, both class A misdemean-
ors. She was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ An unidentified 18-year-old 
female, of Catskill, was arrested 
May 26 at 3:03 p.m. in Cairo and 
charged with third-degree criminal 
tampering, a class B misdemeanor. 
She was issued an appearance tick-
et.

■ Richard Winchester, 45, of 
Athens, was arrested May 22 at 
5:18 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with second-degree obstruction of 
governmental administration and 
seventh-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, both 
class A misdemeanors. He was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Robert Lambert, 33, of Cairo, 
was arrested May 26 at 8:44 p.m. 
in Cairo and charged with petty 
larceny and second-degree aggra-
vated harassment, both class A mis-
demeanors. He was released on his 
own recognizance.

■ Heidi Green, 39, of Kingston, 
was arrested May 26 at 8:40 p.m. 
in Cairo and charged with driving 
while intoxicated and aggravated 
driving while intoxicated, both un-
classified misdemeanors. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Joshua Rose, 26, of Leeds, 
was arrested May 27 at 4:21 a.m. 
in Catskill and charged with sec-
ond-degree criminal contempt, a 
class A misdemeanor. His arrestee 
status was unknown.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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UNITED
WITH YOU

During these challenging 
times, you can rely on your 
newspaper to provide 
details about any resources 
that may be available 
to assist those who are 
vulnerable and in-need.

Together we help one another.
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n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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and services including investment products, insurance, brokerage services 
and other solutions to help you meet your needs for education savings, 

protection, estate planning, retirement and more.

RECOGNIZED INDUSTRY LEADER

www.Ameripriseadvisors.com/team/sm-miller-associates/resources

O: 518.458.7200 x 109  |  F: 518.458.7201  |  M: 518.337.0898

UNITED
WITH YOU

During these challenging 
times, you can rely on your 
newspaper to provide 
details about any resources 
that may be available 
to assist those who are 
vulnerable and in-need.

Together we help one another.

Send us your church listing!
news@greenville 

pioneer.com

RHINEBECK – Applications 
for the 2022 service academy 
nomination season are posted, 
according to U.S. Rep. Antonio 
Delgado, D-19.

Members of Congress may 
nominate candidates for appoint-
ment to the U.S. Military Acad-
emy (USMA), the U.S. Naval 
Academy (USNA), the U.S. Air 
Force Academy (USAFA), and 
the U.S. Merchant Marine Acad-
emy (USMMA). 

The fifth service academy, the 
U.S. Coast Guard Academy (US-
CGA), New London, CT, does 
not require a congressional nomi-
nation for appointment. 

Members of Congress may 
nominate applicants who meet 
the eligibility requirements as es-
tablished by law. Completed ap-
plication packets are due by Oct. 
28.

For more information on Mil-
itary Service Academy nomina-
tions and the application process, 
visit Delgado’s website at https://
delgado.house.gov/services/mili-
tary-academy-nominations/

Please do not hesitate to call 
Delgado’s Kingston district office 
at 845-443-2930 or email ny19.
serviceacademies@mail.house.
gov with any questions about this 
process.

Military Service 
Academy applica-
tion period open
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Jan’s 
Country Cuts

Walk-Ins Welcome
Call for an appointment

(518) 966-8349

4841 NY-81 Greenville, NY
WED - SAT: OPEN 9:30AM-5PM • SUN - TUE: CLOSED

unvaccinated individuals must wear a mask

BOOTH RENTERS CAN APPLY!

Obituaries
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Roger P. Winn, Sr.
RENSSELAERVILLE – Roger 

P. “Rog” Winn, Sr., 74, passed 
away on Wednesday, May 11, 
2022.  

He was born on January 24, 
1948, a son of the late Loren 
and Nellie Winn. Roger was a 
strong-willed, smart, straightfor-
ward man. He was old-school, 
very independent and hardwork-
ing.  

Roger was a Jack of all 
trades – there wasn’t a project 
he couldn’t do or accomplish. 
He spent many years truck 
driving for Borwegen Trucking 
and Gorman Brothers. In his 
later years, Roger worked as a 
custodian at Greenville Central 
Schools, where he was loved by 
many.  

He was extremely caring 
and generous to his family 
and friends. Roger especially 
enjoyed driving his “Old-Tyme” 
cars, attending car shows and 
meeting up with the guys for 
coffee. He always had a special 
place in his heart for all of his 
family and his little companion, 
“Ezzy.” He was loved dearly, will 
be greatly missed, and never 

forgotten.
Roger is survived by his 

children, Tammy (Bob) Kohler, 
Nellie (Doug) Yeomans, Roger 
Winn Jr., Kevin (Cyndi) Winn, 
Wendy (James) Elwyn, and 
Thomas Winn; his siblings, 
Janet Bates, Bernice Heath 
and Lorrine Helmedach; many 
grandchildren, great-grandchil-
dren, nieces and nephews.

At Roger’s request, he has 
been cremated, and the family 
will have a private service at a 
later date. Condolence page is 
available at ajcunninghamfh.
com.

By John Grimaldi
For Capital Region Independent Media

WASHINGTON, D.C. – In the fi rst decade of the 
last century a young German psychiatrist discovered 
a new disease. But it took the worldwide medical 
community some seven decades to fully acknowl-
edge the devastating impact of Dr. Alois Alzheimer’s 
diagnosis. 

As a result, the “A-word” now has a particular-
ly scary connotation for senior citizens. Perhaps it is 
because it is normal to experience memory loss as 
we age. 

But the news about the correlation between age 
and memory loss is not as bad as you might think, al-
though a new proposal by the Biden Administration’s 
Centers for Medicare [CMS] would seek to restrict 
the cost of coverage for the fi rst FDA-approved Alz-
heimer’s treatment, Aduhelm. 

According to Harvard professor Dennis Selkoe 
and Dr. Jeffrey Cummings, professor of brain scienc-
es at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, it would 
limit coverage “only for the tiny subset of people 
with early-stage Alzheimer’s disease who choose to 
enroll in CMS-approved clinical trials of the drug.” 

In an Opinion article published in the medical 
journal, STAT, Selkoe and Cummings wrote: “CMS 
arguably overstepped the bounds of its authority. Its 
decision is a huge blow to millions of Americans 
living with Alzheimer’s and their families. They are 
the losers in CMS’s decision, not only from the se-
vere restriction on access to Aduhelm but also from 
its chilling effect on the development of other dis-
ease-modifying agents for people with Alzheimer’s. 
If CMS won’t pay for a treatment after the FDA le-
gally approves it, why should a company bother pur-
suing this pathway? CMS’s decision will affect the 
exploration for new treatments for Alzheimer’s for 
years, just at the time when new drugs appear to be 
making progress against this terrible disease.” 

Meanwhile, the Alzheimer Society tells us that 
about “40% of us will experience some form of 
memory loss after we turn 65 years old. But even 
if we experience memory loss, chances are still un-
likely that we have dementia. For the most part, our 
memory loss is mild enough that we can still live our 
day-to-day lives without interruption.”  

In fact, it is estimated that about 5% of people 
between the ages of 64 and 74, nearly 14% of those 
between 75 and 84, and nearly 35% those 85 years 
old and older have Alzheimer’s disease

Nevertheless, according to the National Institute 
on Aging [NIA], changes in brain function do take 
place as we grow older. 

“For example, some older adults may fi nd that 
they don’t do as well as younger individuals on com-
plex memory or learning tests. However, if given 
enough time to learn a new task, they usually perform 
just as well. Needing that extra time is normal as we 
age. There is growing evidence that the brain main-
tains the ability to change and adapt so that people 
can manage new challenges and tasks as they age.” 

The NIA points out that on the other side of the 
spectrum there are some 80 and 90 year olds out there 
that they call “super agers.” Memory tests show that 
they have cognitive performance levels comparable 
to men and women 20 to 30 years younger.

In a report titled “The History of Alzheimer’s 
Disease,” Dr. James M. Ellison at Swank Center for 
Memory Care offers this piece of optimistic news: 
“Although the number of people with AD [Alzhei-
mer’s Disease] continues to increase daily, our time 
is a brighter era in the history of AD and other de-
mentias. More than a hundred new medications are 
now being tested and many nonpharmacologic in-
terventions, some of them preventive, are being ex-
plored. Even if the damage of later stages of AD are 
impossible to cure or reverse, current investigations 
offer the hope of arresting or slowing the disease’s 
effects – and perhaps identifying and preventing pro-
gression at an earlier, even asymptomatic stage.” 

A hundred years ago people were lucky to live to 
be as old as 47 years of age. Thanks to science and 
medicine our kids and grandkids are very likely to 
live to be 100 years old. 

The majority of elder deaths generally are caused 
by chronic conditions such as heart disease, cancer, 
stroke, diabetes and Alzheimer’s disease. During the 
20th century these chronic diseases replaced acute 
infections as the major causes of death. 

These days about 42% of men and 32% of wom-
en succumb to heart disease, 30% of men and 25% of 
women die of cancer, 40% of men and 60% of wom-
en die of strokes and 27% of men and about 17% of 
women die from diabetes. 

According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, it is diffi cult, at best, to identify 
death caused by Alzheimer’s versus the death of an 
individual suffering from Alzheimer’s who dies from 
a secondary condition. Thus, unless a death certifi -
cate identifi es Alzheimer’s as the cause of death, the 
deceased may have died from some other condition. 

The CDC simply reports that, “61% of those with 
Alzheimer’s dementia are expected to die before age 
80 compared with 30% of people without Alzhei-
mer’s dementia.”

The truth about 
Alzheimer’s disease

www.facebook.com/GreenvillePioneer

WESTERLO — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, located on 
Route 411, Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for the 2022 
mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated. Many thanks to all 
who have helped in the past. 

The organizations needs help to keep the cemetery maintained. 
Contributions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, c/o Linda 
Smith, Treasurer, 115 SR 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2022 

mowing donations

Roger P. Winn, Sr.
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By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

COXSACKIE — The state 
unveiled the renovated Riverside 
Park in the village of Coxsackie 
last Wednesday, the fi rst in a series 
of projects along the Hudson River 
between Albany and Kingston.

Construction on the $3.2 mil-
lion project began in September and 
was completed on time. The park, 
which has been closed for the past 
nine months, has now reopened for 
business.

“As we kick off the Memorial 
Day weekend, I welcome you all to 
this revitalized park and the amaz-
ing destinations it leads to — Cox-
sackie is offi cially the fi rst gateway 
to the Hudson Eagles Recreation 
Area,” Erik Kulleseid, commission-
er of New York State Parks, Recre-
ation and Historic Preservation, told 
the crowd. “Today we are launch-
ing the fi rst phase of this linear des-
tination — the Hudson Eagles Rec-
reation Area — a new chapter in the 
effort to expand and consolidate the 
gains along this river for recreation, 
tourism and wildlife. This river is 
the pulsing artery of one of the most 
historic, picturesque and ecologi-
cally vibrant river valleys on this 
continent.”

The Hudson Eagles Recreation 
Area is an initiative to improve pub-
lic access to the Hudson River and 
enhance connections to the water-
front communities along the river.

“The goal of the Hudson Eagles 
Recreation Area concept is to salute 
the resurgence of our nation’s great 
raptor and symbol, and to invite 
boaters — motorized and nonmo-
torized — to experience the river 
from the river itself,” Kulleseid 
said. “The river is still an untapped 
recreation source in many ways, 
but here we can see how that can 
change. Coxsackie Riverside Park 
is sure to become a big destination 
for boating and fi shing on the river, 
for access to other sites on the river, 
and to be a better community asset 
for the village of Coxsackie.”

The newly renovated park was 
reopened to a large crowd, includ-
ing fourth and fi fth graders from 
nearby Coxsackie Elementary 
School. The children were excited 
to view the reopening of the park 
that has been closed since Septem-
ber, teacher Jennifer Rausch said.

“Fourth grade came because we 
have a community service program 
and usually we come down and 
clean up the park and do our service 
here. Unfortunately, we couldn’t 
come this year, but today we are 
here to be part of the park’s reopen-
ing,” Rausch said. “Fifth grade is 
here because they did their commu-
nity service here last year and they 
wanted to be down here to see the 
new park. They are all excited.”

One of the central improve-
ments to Riverside Park was the 
construction of a large open-air 
pavilion where community events 
will be held, including the weekly 
Coxsackie Farmers Market in the 

warmer months. The project also 
included new trees, landscaping 
and seating; improved bike and 
pedestrian connections between 
the waterfront and downtown; new 
sidewalks and signage, including 
signs facing the water for arriving 
or passing boaters; and a renovated 
basketball court.

New fl oating gangways were 
added to the boat launch, along 
with new docks and an Americans 
With Disabilities-compliant kayak 
launch. Environmental improve-
ments include a new boat wash sta-
tion to reduce the spread of aquatic 
invasive species, a rain garden to 
control stormwater, electric-vehicle 
charging stations and LED lighting 
fi xtures, according to Gov. Kathy 
Hochul’s offi ce.

“The transformation here is un-
believable and we look forward to 
all the wonderful things that will 
happen here in this beautiful new 
[pavilion] and along the water,” 
said Alane Chinian, regional direc-
tor for NYS Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation.

Coxsackie Mayor Mark Evans 
said he was fi rst approached by the 
state in February 2020, right before 
the outbreak of the COVID-19 
pandemic, to discuss the village’s 
vision for Riverside Park.

“We walked the park on proba-
bly the coldest day of the year but 
with an excitement about the possi-
bilities,” Evans said. 

The park — and the renovated 
gazebo that has long been a cher-
ished component of the park — are 
a vital feature of life in Coxsackie, 
Evans said.

“This park gets so much use 
on a daily basis. On Wednesdays, 
the farmers market is the place to 
be with hundreds of people here,” 
Evans said. “In August, our annual 
Riverside Festival draws thousands 
of people, we have the summer 
movie night, the summer children’s 
recreation program that utilizes the 
park, the sloop Clearwater visits a 
couple of times a year and it hosts 
countless weddings, anniversaries, 
reunions and celebrations.”

“We all wanted and needed this 
new park,” Evans added. “It is a 
morale booster for the village and 

the town and the surrounding area.”
John Lipscomb from the advo-

cacy group Riverkeeper pointed to 
another area, the Palisades, north of 
the George Washington Bridge, that 
was once a quarry and is now a vi-
brant ecological gem. He envisions 
a similar future for the areas along 

the Hudson River.
“Now we have a generation that 

has that same powerful vision for 
giving an equivalent grand-scale 
gift to the Hudson River, the com-
munities on its shores, the wildlife 
that lives on it,” Lipscomb said. 
“This grand-scale initiative that 

Parks [Department] is leading is go-
ing to bring attention to the river, it 
will bring funding to the river, and 
we are going to get to restore some 
of the damage [that has been done]. 
It’s an extraordinary historic event 
and initiative, and we couldn’t be 
prouder of Parks.”

22 Hope Plaza, Coxsackie, NY 12192

Online Booking: 
SoulSerenitySpa.org

Full Body 
Waxing

Nails and 
Massages

Book with 
Savanah

518.545.8452

State unveils $3.2M renovated Coxsackie park

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Coxsackie Mayor Mark Evans at the unveiling of the $3.2 million renovated 
Riverside Park.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The new open-air pavilion at Riverside Park, which will host the weekly Cox-
sackie Farmers Market and other events.

COURTESY OF NYS DEPARTMENT OF PARKS, RECREATION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION    
State and local officials, and students from Coxsackie Elementary School, cut the ribbon on the newly renovated 
Riverside Park.

NEW YORK – With increased 
shortages of baby formula due to 
recalls and supply chain disrup-
tions, New York Attorney General 
Letitia James has warned retailers 
that price gouging is illegal. 

The Offi ce of the Attorney Gen-
eral (OAG) is aware of reports of 
baby formula being sold online for 
prices far exceeding its retail value. 
Attorney General James urges New 
Yorkers to be on alert for potential 
price gouging of baby formula and 
to report any dramatic price increas-
es to her offi ce. 

In addition, James encourages 
parents having diffi culty fi nding 
formula to speak with their child’s 
doctor before attempting to water 
down formula or make their own, 
both of which can be potentially 
dangerous to a child. James asks 
that anyone with extra unopened, 
unexpired formula consider donat-
ing it to their local food pantry.

“The national baby formula 
shortage is terrifying for parents 
concerned about how to feed their 
children,” James said. “The last 
thing any family needs is to be 
price gouged on critical nutrition 
for their little ones, which is why 
I am putting profi teers seeking to 
take advantage of this crisis on no-
tice. If New Yorkers see exorbitant 
price increases for baby formula, I 
encourage them to report it to my 
offi ce immediately. Anyone who 

seeks to take advantage of this cri-
sis is on notice. I also urge any par-
ent who is struggling to fi nd formu-
la to speak with their child’s doctor 
before altering or using formula 
other than directed. If New Yorkers 
have excess unopened, unexpired 
formula, please consider donating 
it to your local food pantry to help 
families in need.”

New York law prohibits mer-
chants from taking unfair advan-
tage of consumers by selling goods 
or services that are vital to their 
health, safety or welfare for an un-
conscionably excessive price.

Due to the nationwide shortage, 
OAG advises consumers to buy 
only as much formula as they need 
and not to unnecessarily stock up 
as such panic buying may intensify 
the shortage and could encourage 
sellers to engage in illegal price 
gouging. 

When reporting price gouging 
to OAG, consumers should:

• Report the specifi c increased 
prices, the dates, and places that 
they saw the increased prices, and 
the types of formula being sold; 
and, 

• Provide copies of their sales 
receipts and photos of the adver-
tised prices, if available. 

New Yorkers should report po-
tential concerns about price goug-
ing to OAG by fi ling a complaint 
online or call 800-771-7755.

AG warns against 
price gouging of 

baby formula
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13640 US RT 9W
HANNACROIX, NY
WWW.CA-ALBRIGHT.COM

Fuel Oil with a 30 Mile Delivery Service & Competitive Pricing
OR Switch from Oil to LP/Natural Gas - same day in some cases!

OUR FORMULA FOR SUCCESS IS VERY SIMPLE:
Low Prices + Quality Products + Great Service = Happy Customers

HAPPINESS IS A WARM PUPPY
AND A WARM HEART

518-756-3127

By Pat Larsen
For Capital Region Independent Media

Reinforcing our immune systems has nev-
er been more important than this spring 2022. 
Foraging for locally grown wild edibles can 
be a great way to build up your immunity. 

It’s “weeds” you already know that have 
always helped your elders, but they’re some-
times forgotten when grabbing a Tylenol has 
become the easier solution.

Let’s review fi ve of the top wild edibles, 
where they’re found and what they can be  
used for.

• Stinging Nettle — This has been used 
for hundreds of years to treat painful muscles, 
joints, arthritis, eczema and anemia.

It helps to treat urinary problems also. 
Nettle also reduces sneezing and itching from 
hay fever and seasonal allergies by 48%. This 
works by reducing the amount of histamines 
the body produces in response to the aller-
gens.

This plant grows in the wild and blooms 
between June and September. It is often found 
around land masses near streams that have ni-
trogen rich soils. Harvesting requires gloves 
to protect from the stinging effect of the plant 
that is painful. Drying in a cool dark place in a 
paper bag allows for future use in later months 
during cold, fl u and now virus seasons.

• Wild Garlic Mustard — These ear-
ly spring plants should be harvested when 
young. The roots taste like horseradish. Ear-
ly plant growth will produce a white fl ower 
close to the ground. This is the fi rst year of 
growth for this plant. 

It can be found in dappled woodland ar-
eas and fl ood plain forests. When the leaves 
are crushed, they have a distinct garlicky 
smell. The top 6”-12” of the plant is the part 
that is harvested when the plant matures to 
the second year. These greens are great in 

pesto, humus and other side 
dishes. These plants are rich 
in micro-nutrients, specifi cal-
ly vitamins A, C and K. The 
benefi ts include eye and heart 
health and their anti-cancer 
immune-boosting properties. 
These plants are very low on 
the glycemic scale and that 
makes them an ideal addition 
to a diabetic diet.

(NOTE: Those taking Pla-
vix, Warfarin and Coumadin 
should avoid large portions of 
green leafy vegetables. Garlic 
mustard can be used if on Eliquis.)

• Dandelion — Dandelion greens can be 
eaten cooked raw and also serve as an excel-
lent source of vitamins A, C and K. They also 
contain vitamin E, folate and a small amount 
of B vitamins. More so, they deliver a sub-
stantial amount of several minerals, including 
iron, magnesium, calcium an dpotassium.

In medicine, they’ve been used to treat a 
myriad of physical ailments including cancer, 
acne, liver disease and digestive disorders.

The dandelion root is often dried and con-
sumed to support the healthy bacterial fl ora in 
your intestinal tract. They can also be cleaned 
and chopped into salads raw.

Scientifi c tests have revealed that dande-
lions’ medical properties have shown signif-
icant results in reducing infl ammation in the 
body. There has been extensive research in 
mice, showing a signifi cant reduction in lung 
infl ammation after ingesting dandelion.

Dandelion aids in blood sugar control as 
well. They improve insulin secretion from the 
pancreas improving absorption of glucose in 
muscle tissue.

• Plantain — Found in grassy areas ev-
erywhere. The entire broad-leaf plant from 

root to leaves is edible. Nutri-
ents include vitamins C and 
K, zinc, potassium and silica. 
Plantain goes to seed in the 
fall, and these seeds are rich 
in proteins, carbohydrates and 
omega-3 fatty acids. Young 
plantain leaves can be eaten 
raw and added to a salad. 

When leaves are chewed 
and then the paste is applied 
to stings or bites, they will 
reduce infl ammation and itch 
on the skin. Plantains promote 
wound healing as well by in-

creasing the rate of healing on the skin when 
applied directly. 

Chronic infl ammation can be reduced 
with the addition of plantain regularly. The 
leaves contain compounds that include ter-
penoids, fl avonoids, glycosides and tannins. 
These compounds help to reduce infl amma-
tion in the liver.

Plantain has been studied to help promote 
healing of stomach ulcerations and aid diges-
tion like IBD (infl ammatory bowel disease), 
which can cause bloating and diarrhea.

• Mullein — It literally has been used for 
thousands of years. It is especially effective to 
treat asthma. One recent study found mullein 
to be particularly effective against infl uenza 
virus. Mullein ear drops have been effectively 
used to reduce pain from ear infections.

Research in both animals and humans 
found that mullein tea works to reduce in-
fl ammation, by relaxing the respiratory tract. 
The fl owers and the leaves are used to treat, 
tuberculosis, bronchitis, tonsillitis and pneu-
monia.

Mullein eases spasms in the lungs, tight-
ness, cough and soothes irritation and dryness. 
Mullein acts as an expectorant by expelling 

excess mucus by making coughs more pro-
ductive. It acts also to coat the mucus mem-
branes as an anti-infl ammatory agent. Fresh 
mullein leaves can be taken daily in a tea.

There are many wonderful images of 
these plants online as well as booklets avail-
able that you can carry along as you go on a 
foraging expedition.

• Sphagnum Moss — Interesting fact: 
Sphagnum moss is said to have saved thou-
sands of soldiers in World War I. A tar extract-
ed from the decaying moss was used as an an-
tiseptic. It is used as an external application in 
the treatment of eczema, psoriasis and many 
other skin diseases. The moss is used to pack 
wounds. It was also used in baby diapers to 
counteract diaper rash in the early 1900s.

It’s considered bactericidal. It is also 
known as… peat moss. It is added to soil to 
increase the capacity to hold water which is 
particularly useful in gardening.

There is no better way to reinforce your 
own health and empower you to feel good 
than gathering these items that have been pro-
vided by Mother Nature.

Now doesn’t that feel better to know that 
with a stroll in the garden, you can bring nat-
ural remedies into your life.

DISCLAIMER: Please check with your 
physician before making dietary changes 
and be certain of the identity of any plants 
or leaves consumed from the outdoors. The 
information in this column is not intended 
or implied to be a substitute for professional 
medical advice, diagnosis or treatment.

Pat Larsen is a licensed fi tness instructor 
and certifi ed hypno-therapist. Classes at The 
Shamrock House on Monday and Thursday 
mornings. Pat can be reached for more infor-
mation at 518-275-8686 or Pelarsen5@aol.
com.

Spring foraging
Body Mind and Spirit... Connections

Pat Larsen

BODY MIND AND SPIRIT

ALBANY — The state Department of 
Environmental Conservation’s Hudson 
and Delaware Fisheries crews are out on 
the Hudson River for annual spawning 
stock surveys of key migratory fi sh. 

Adult striped bass, American shad 
and river herring (blueback herring and 
alewives) are anadromous fi sh that spend 
most of their time in coastal waters and re-
turn to the fresh water of the Hudson Riv-
er each spring to spawn (“anadromous” 
is a Greek word that means “running 

upward”). After spawning in the Hudson 
River, the adults return to the Atlantic 
Ocean.

The Hudson River acts as a nursery 
for the newly hatched young-of-year bass, 
shad and herring, which generally spend 
their fi rst summer in the river before they 
join in the ocean migration to mature. 

These migratory fi sh are cooperatively 
managed along the Atlantic coast by the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commis-
sion (ASMFC). 

Along with other states, New York has 
required regulatory measures that include 
annual spawning stock monitoring pro-
grams, recreational and commercial mini-
mum size limits, recreational creel limits, 
and commercial quotas to manage and 
evaluate the condition of the striped bass, 
herring and shad stock.

DEC’s Hudson and Delaware marine 
biologists use a 300-foot haul seine to 
catch spawning river herring and a 500-
foot haul seine to catch striped bass and 

American shad. 
For each species, biologists measure, 

weigh and collect scale samples from the 
fi sh for aging before tagging and returning 
them to the river. Biologists use spawning 
stock surveys in conjunction with young 
of year surveys from June to October to 
determine the abundance of these fi sh, 
which is critical to DEC’s management of 
these species for recovery.

State surveying fi sh populations in Hudson River
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518-966-4800

Voted The Best Pharmacy in 
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This award ceremony is put on by Greene County Chamber 
of Commerce and voted on by Greene County residents.

MEDICATION SERVICES
• Prescription Refills and Transfers
• Home Delivery
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• Compounding for Pets
• Durable Medical Equipment
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By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENE COUNTY — State 
Sen. Michelle Hinchey announced 
Monday she would be running for 
re-election in the newly formed 41st 
State Senate District.

Hinchey fi rst won the seat in 
the 46th District in 2020, replacing 
former state Sen. George Amedore, 
who did not run for re-election that 
year. 

The state Senate district lines 
were redrawn this year, and among 
the changes was the creation of the 
41st district, in which Hinchey will 
run for re-election.

The 41st District will include all 
of Greene and Columbia counties, 
and most of Ulster and northern 
Dutchess counties.

“Upstate New York has faced 
decades of underinvestment,” 
Hinchey said when she announced 
her candidacy. “It’s why I ran for 
offi ce in 2020 — to fi ght for the 
needs of the community that raised 
me by fi nally investing in our aging 
infrastructure, supporting our fami-
ly farms, funding education, ending 
the housing crisis, and battling the 
opioid epidemic that is ravaging our 
towns and cities.”

In announcing her candidacy, 
Hinchey pointed to funds she has 
helped bring in for upstate commu-
nities.

“In just the last 16 months, 
we’ve delivered record funding to 
our upstate communities and ele-
vated the needs that have been left 
off the table for far too long,” she 
said. 

Hinchey is the daughter of the 
late U.S. Rep. Maurice Hinchey.

She said upstate communities 
needs representatives who will ad-
vocate for their needs.

“Albany needs strong upstate 
leaders who not only understand 
the dire need to make life more af-
fordable, to address our local hous-
ing crisis, and to protect our natural 
resources, but also someone who 
delivers real results,” Hinchey said. 
“If there’s one thing my fi rst term in 
offi ce has proven, it’s that I’m the 
best advocate for this district who 
will actually get things done in Al-

bany.”
Hinchey drew the endorsement 

of 40 state and local Democratic 
leaders, including U.S. Rep. Anto-
nio Delgado, D-19, who is stepping 
down from Congress this week and 
will be sworn in as New York’s 
lieutenant governor on Wednesday.

“Sen. Michelle Hinchey has 
been a true leader for upstate New 
York and has brought the issues of 

her district to the forefront of the 
conversations in Albany,” Delgado 

said. “Whether in her role as chair 
of the Agriculture Committee or 
delivering on the things that mat-
ter like water infrastructure, broad-
band build-out and small business 
support, I have seen fi rsthand how 
great of an advocate she is for our 
community.”

In her fi rst four-year term in the 
state Senate, Hinchey represent-
ed the 46th district. Senate district 
maps were redrawn this year, with 
the fi rst maps struck down by the 
state’s Court of Appeals in April. 
The judge claimed the new maps 
were gerrymandered to be in favor 
of the Democratic Party.

The court appointed a “special 
master” to redraw the lines fairly 
and the new and fi nal district maps 
were released Saturday.

Hinchey running in new Senate District 41

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
State Sen. Michelle Hinchey, D-46, announced her re-election bid in the newly formed 41st Senate District.
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WE ACCEPT

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

Infrared 
FIT Bodywrap® 

Benefits can include weight loss, 
cellulite reduction, pain relief, 
relaxation, skin rejuvenation, 

and detoxification!

Tanning
One Month Package

Tanning made 
easy and hassle-free. 

We have both a 
tanning bed and a booth.

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

(518) 731-2559

Salon 255 LTD is a state of the art salon offering a full menu of services 
in a warm and luxurious atmosphere. Our professional, friendly staff 
are trained in the latest trends and are always advancing their 
education. In an industry that is forever changing, it is our priority to 
always provide a superior experience!

With a variety of offerings and services to choose from, we’re sure you 
will be happy working with us. We are looking forward to working with 
you and helping you look fabulous!

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10am-6pm
SATURDAY 9am-2pm
SUNDAY Closed
MONDAY Closed

You look fabulous!
SALON 255 LTD

salon255ltd.com

255 Mansion Street
Coxsackie, NY

Specials

“Journalism keeps you planted in the earth.”

#SupportRealNews

- Ray Bradbury
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  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.
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™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
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• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 
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Keith W. Valentine, CIC, LUTCF and his team are ready to serve all 
of your insurance needs with more companies, more choices, and 
more experience which all lead to BIG Savings for you!

Take advantage of Valentine Insurance Agency’s affiliation with 
SAN group and SIAA, the largest alliance of independent Insurance 
Agencies in the Northeast and Continental U.S., with over 3500 
Members across 48 states writing more than $9 Billion in total 
member premiums.

Contact Keith Valentine for a quote!
Office 518-943-3489 • Mobile 518-821-8244

KEITH@MYVALENTINEINSURANCE.COM

More Than Great Rates

Trusted Advisors

HOME AUTO BUSINESS LIFE HEALTH

www.myvalentineinsurance.com

Jon T., customer since 2004

I’ve bought property insurance and auto insurance from Valentine Insurance 
Agency for nearly 20 years, and they are simply the BEST. I owned many rental 
properties in Greene County, and renovated several buildings. Valentine not 
only found the appropriate insurance, but gave years of invaluable advice. Their 
knowledge of property and business in the local area helped me tremendously, and 
I have recommended them to everyone. Don’t waste your time using anyone else. Halsted 

Companies

OUTDOOR SUPPLIES
11779 St. Route 9W, 

W.Coxsackie, NY 12192
518-731-3900

EXCAVATING
325 Medway-Earlton Rd.

Earlton, NY. 12058
518-731-6190

• Hailey Cummings, of Greenville, was named 
to the spring 2022 dean’s list at Belmont University.

• Carrie Morgan, of New Baltimore, and Aman-
da Beatty, of Acra, were named to the winter 2022 
President’s List at Southern New Hampshire Uni-
versity.

• Thalia Melendez, a resident of Round Top as-
signed to the 1427th Transportation Company of 
the New York Army National Guard, was promoted 
to the rank of private on March 25. Promotions are 
based on overall performance, attitude, leadership 
ability and development potential.

• Greenville resident Tess Fitzmaurice was re-
cently initiated into the University at Albany Circle 
of Omicron Delta Kappa, the National Leadership 
Honor Society.

• Alexandra Whitbeck, of Freehold, graduated 
from Hofstra University with an MA in journalism 
in December 2021.

• Earlton resident Eli Larson was recognized for 
earning the highest GPA in his major at SUNY Can-
ton’s Honors Convocation on April 27. Larson is a 
freshman in the college’s mechatronics technology 

program.
• Alice Brennan, of Greenville, was recently 

recognized for earning a Silver Level in the Lead-
ership, Education and Development program at 
SUNY Oneonta. Recipients of the Silver Level are 
recognized for their commitment to improving and 
enhancing their knowledge by exploring leadership 
opportunities and participating in campus organiza-
tions.

• Three area students were recently awarded 
scholarships at SUNY Oneonta. They include Alice 
Brennan, of Greenville, who was awarded a Chance 
Imperato Foundation Scholarship; Kadie Galewaler, 
of Cairo, who was awarded an OAS Oneonta Prom-
ise Scholarship; and Lauryn Williams, of Earlton, 
who was awarded the Alumni Association Scholar-
ship and the OAS Oneonta Promise Scholarship.

• Hannacroix resident Lydia Ackerman, a stu-
dent at Lasell University, recently traveled with the 
university’s School of Fashion to Coterie NYC, a 
premier trade show at the Jacob Javits Center. Ack-
erman was one of 50 Lasell School of Fashion stu-
dents to attend the show.

College and Military Corner

By Charlene Marchand
For Capital Region Independent 
Media

Citizen Cops put out an ex-
cellent brochure on “Emergency 
Planning for Pet Owners.” I’d 
like to share some of the high 
points with you.

First, prepare for the unex-
pected. For example, a disaster 
may strike when you are away 
from home. If you are unable 
to get to your pet, you will need 
someone else to step in for you.

Be ready to evacuate. You 
may only have a moment’s no-
tice to leave your home. That’s 
why it’s important to:

• Have essential supplies 
ready to “grab and go.”

• Know where to fi nd tem-
porary housing for you and your 
pet.

• Realize that your pet’s be-
havior may change under stress. 

• Practice emergency pro-
cedures. For example, familiar-
ize your pet with how you will 
transport him or her if you need 
to evacuate. 

• Your pet should always 
wear his or her ID collar and 
rabies tag. If you are separated 
from your pet during an emer-
gency, proper ID can help im-
prove the chances you will be 
reunite.

In case of evacuation, take 
care of your pet. Never leave 
your pet behind in an emergen-
cy. He or she may become lost, 
injured — or worse. The key to 
evacuating together is to arrange 
housing in advance. 

Evacuation housing can in-
clude:

• Friends and relatives. Ask 
a friend or relative outside your 
local area if he or she can shelter 
either you and your pet, or your 
pet without you, if necessary.

• Hotels and motels. Contact 
hotels and motels outside your 
local area. Find out if they al-
low pets, and if so, whether they 
have any restrictions (such as 
size or species). Also fi nd out if 
they have a special animal poli-
cy during emergencies. You can 
visit www.petswelcome.com for 
a listing of pet-friendly options.

• Emergency shelters. Ask 
your local emergency manage-
ment offi ce or animal control 
for a list of emergency shelters 
that allow pets. Keep in mind 
that many shelters do not allow 
animals for safety and health 
reasons.

• Veterinary offi ces, animal 
shelters and boarding facilities. 
Consider these options as a last 
resort, since they will probably 
be full or closed during an emer-
gency.

During an evacuation:
• Leave early. If you wait, 

you may be told that you cannot 
take your pet.

• Make reservations at a ho-
tel/motel as soon as possible, if 
applicable.

• Label your pet with your 
temporary shelter or housing in-
formation.

Create a pet emergency sup-
ply kit. Use this checklist to help 
you gather everything you may 
need for your pet.

Basic Supplies (defi nitely in-
clude):

• At least a fi ve to seven day 
supply of food and water.

• A two-week supply of 
medication with dosage instruc-
tions (and any needed medical 
supplies).

• A fl ashlight with extra bat-
teries.

• Food and water bowls (or 
water bottles for smaller pets).

• A can opener and spoon for 
canned food, if necessary.

• A cage or carrier for smaller 
animals.

• An extra collar, leash or 
harness for larger animals.

• A litter box, litter, and a 
scoop (for cats).

• Plastic trash bags, paper 
towels, soap and bleach (for 
waste).

Yes, there is quite a bit 
more…check back next column 
as we continue the list!

Feel free to call us with any 
questions at 518-828-6044 or 
visit our website at www.cghs.
org. Our Food Bank is open to 
any from the public in need of 
pet food or for those wishing 
to donate food from 11:30 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. daily. Spay/neuter 
clinics for cats are $86.00 male 
or female, including a rabies 
vaccination and a 5-in-1 feline 
distemper combination vaccina-
tion. Nail clipping services are 
available every Saturday from 
10 to 11 a.m. at the shelter for 
a donation of $10 for cats and 
$15 for dogs (currently prepaid 
only). 

Charlene Marchand is the 
chairperson of the Colum-
bia-Greene Humane Society/
SPCA Board of Directors. She 
may be contacted at cghsaaron@
gmail.com.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO     
Rio is a 3-year-old Boxer mix. He was transferred to the Columbia-Greene 
Humane Society from another shelter. Rio is a very smart boy; he knows 
many tricks and he’s eager to learn more. He’s good with other dogs, and 
we recommend management at home if there are cats. Rio turns into the 
biggest goofball when he gets excited. He loves playing with his favorite 
toy and his favorite humans!

Emergency planning 
for pet owners

ALBANY — New York State Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation Commissioner Basil Seggos reminded New 
Yorkers that turtles are nesting in May and June, and asked mo-
torists to give turtles a “brake.”

In New York, thousands of turtles are killed each year by un-
suspecting drivers when turtles cross roads to fi nd nesting areas.

“While a turtle’s shell provides protection from predators, it 
does not protect against being struck by vehicles while cross-
ing roadways,” Seggos said. “Vehicle strikes are a major cause 
of mortality among turtles and New York’s native turtles are 
more susceptible at this time of year as they seek sandy areas or 
loose soil in which to lay their eggs. Especially in these com-
ing weeks, DEC urges New York drivers to be on the lookout 
for turtles and slow down, particularly on roads near rivers and 
marshy areas.”

Drivers who see a turtle on the road are encouraged to slow 
down to avoid hitting it with their vehicle. If the vehicle can 
safely stop, motorists should consider moving the turtle to the 
shoulder on the side of the road in the direction it was facing, if 
drivers are able to safely do so. 

Motorists are advised not to pick turtles up by their tails, 
which could injure the turtle. Most turtles, other than snapping 
turtles, can be picked up safely by the sides of their shell. Snap-
ping turtles have necks that can reach far back and have a strong 
bite, so if motorists try to help a snapping turtle, they should 
pick it up by the rear of the shell near the tail using both hands 
or slide a car mat under the turtle to drag it safely across the 
road. Do not drag the turtle by the tail as that can dislocate the 
tail bones.

A licensed wildlife rehabilitator may be able to help if you 
fi nd an injured turtle.

DEC reminds people not to take turtles home. All native 
turtles are protected by law and cannot be kept without a DEC 
permit.

All 11 species of land turtles native to New York are in de-
cline. Turtles are long-lived species and it takes many years for 
a turtle to reach maturity. Even losing one mature female can 
have a negative impact on a local population. Learn more about 
New York’s native turtles at DEC’s website at dec.ny.gov.

Four species of sea turtles can be found in New York waters, 
and these turtles are all either threatened or endangered. Visit 
DEC’s website to learn more about sea turtles. If you encounter 
a sea turtle on the beach, do not put it back in the water, instead 
call the New York State 24-Hour Stranding Hotline at 631-369-
9829 and a trained responder will provide instructions.

To help turtles and other wildlife, New Yorkers are encour-
aged to:

• Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and Rethink: These are simple 
steps to help protect all wildlife;

• Don’t litter: Unwanted trash makes its way just about ev-
erywhere, including into our creeks, lakes, rivers and the ocean;

• Don’t release balloons or lanterns: Releasing balloons into 
the environment is potentially fatal for many different wildlife, 
including sea turtles that commonly mistake balloons and plas-
tic bags for prey items like jellyfi sh;

• Volunteer for beach and park clean-ups; and
• Stay informed and share your knowledge with others.
May 23 was World Turtle Day. American Tortoise Rescue 

(ATR), a not-for-profi t organization dedicated to the protection 
of all species of tortoise and turtle, created World Turtle Day to 
celebrate and protect turtles and tortoises and their disappearing 
habitats around the world. 

These gentle animals have been around for 200 million 
years, yet are rapidly disappearing due to smuggling, the exotic 
food industry, climate change, loss of habitat and the illegal pet 
trade.

DEC urges 
drivers to give 

turtles a ‘brake’
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Chasin’ Racin’

By Mark Kane
For Capital Region Independent Media

Under bright skies it was race 
day at the “Battle of the Bullring” 
50-lap Short Track Super Series 
at the tough, tight and elbows-up 
quarter mile Ulster County Accord 
Speedway.  

With all the rain this spring, the 
Accord Speedway had lost its early 
season starts and this would be the 
first racing at the track in 2022.  

ACCORD SPEEDWAY
Earlier in the night Dillon 

Steuer, Danny Tyler, Danny Creed-
en, Mat Williamson and Jerry Hig-
bie picked up heat wins for the 43 
STSS North Modifieds, making 
their way to the pits as Tanner Van-
doren and Ken Ferrier picked up the 
two consolation wins to set the 24-
car starting field with Matt Shep-
pard, David Schilling and Joe Judge 
added as provisional.  

With the luck of the draw it was 
Danny Creeden and Mat William-
son bringing the field to the line 
with Mat Williamson powering his 
way to the front, with Creeden close 
behind.  Setting a torrid pace on the 
quarter-mile track it did not take the 
leaders long to catch the back of 
the pack as Capital District runners 
Andy Bachetti and Bobby Hackel 
were putting on a great battle for 
fifth.  

Lap 7 found the first caution out 
with Williamson, Creeden, Steuer, 
Chris Stevens and Andy Bachet-
ti holding down the top 5. Once 
back to green it was Williamson 
returning to the point with Creeden 
all over his rear deck as the battle 
between Bachetti and Hackle con-
tinued, with Hackle getting the spot 
and looking for more closing in on 
the battle for third.   

With the great battle for third 
shaping up, Creeden was now all 
over Williamson and looking to 
defend his home track against the 
outsider from Canada. Once again 
the leaders were in heavy lap traffic 
as Creeden used the high side out of 
turn 4 and became the new leader 
on lap 17, with Williamson in his 
tracks.   

Once again the caution was 
out, this time for Jimmy Wells, giv-
ing the leaders a clear track once 
back to green. It was Creeden with 
Bachetti putting the power to the 
track, working his way back around 
Hackel as well as Stevens, now 
fourth on the field.  

Lap 21 found the caution fly for 
Richard Smith, who spun in turn 4. 
Back to green it was Williamson 
showing power off the bottom and 
going into turn one, contact was 
made between the leaders with Wil-
liamson the new leader and Bachet-
ti taking full advantage, working his 
way to second only to have Creeden 
fire right back and regained second 
a lap later.  

At the halfway point it was Wil-
liamson, Creeden, Bachetti, Hackle 
and Steuer in the top 5. Once again, 
Bachetti and Hackle were in a 
heavy battle as Danny Tyler moved 
into the top 5 as he and Steuer were 

battling hard to stay in the top 5. 
The final caution would fall on 

lap 28 and from that point it was all 
green flag laps. 

With Williamson out front 
Creeden was in chase mode and 
once the leaders hit lap traffic, 
Creeden quickly reeled in the rear 
bumper of Williamson.  William-
son was working the lapped cars 
with perfection having a clear track 
ahead of him.  Anthony Perrago 
and Mike Mahaney battled inside 
the top 10 after starting deep in the 
pack as Bachetti and Hackle were in 
the top 5 and still battling. 

Once clear of traffic William-
son remained out front, picking 
up his first-ever Accord Speedway 
win and the $6,000 paycheck that 
went with it with Creeden, Bachetti, 
Hackle and Tyler rounding out the 
top 5. 

With the win Williamson now 
takes over the lead in the STSS 
North points, sitting 10 points 
ahead of Danny Creeden, with 
Andy Bachetti sitting third after 
two events. For Hackle it was his 
best-ever STSS event run with lim-
ited races at the Accord Speedway 
and with his fine run is now seventh 
in STSS North points.

In the companion STSS 602 
Sportsman it was Brian Krummel  
picking up the $1500 win over 
Steve Davis, Justin Comes, Tyler 
Johnson and Doug Kline rounding 
out the top 5. 

FONDA SPEEDWAY
On a warm night at the Fonda 

Speedway, I am not sure what was 
the best race of the night. At the end 
of the night it had to be Brett Deyo 
beating Mother Nature as the fans 
were treated to a great night of rac-
ing action with a regular show and 
the ESS Winged Sprints. 

The closer it came to race time 
the darker it became to the west. It 
was not looking good, but the rain 
never made it down the Mohawk 
Valley and headed north.

It has been a tough year for 
Craig Hanson so far in 2022 as ear-
ly season motor problems sidelined 
him early the first two weeks and 
then last week he was involved in 
a crash, was just about done, but I 
bet that is said many Sunday morn-
ings right before drivers head to the 
shop.

For the Hanson team it has been 

many late hours in the shop but 
that all paid off on Saturday night 
as he picked up the popular SU-
NOCO Modified feature win. It 
was an extra-special night for the 
second-generation driver as it had 
been six years since Hanson sat on 
Victory Square, and it was his dad’s 
birthday. His dad, Ken, was a long-
time driver and winner at the “Track 
of Champions.”

At the drop of the green it was 
Hanson with the early lead  with 
Pep Corradi, Jim Introne, Brian 
Calabrese and Bobby Varin on the 
move. Unfortunately, the red was 
out early. Second place runner Jim 
Introne was sitting in the middle of 
the backstretch sideways and was 
struck by rookie Modified driver 
Tucker O’Connor, Brian Pessolano 
and 2021 Modified co-champion 
Rocky Warner ending their night.  

Once back to green Hanson 
again was on top and Bobby Varin 
continued to move forward, taking 
over second as Ronnie Johnson — 
who has weekly been making a 
charge to the front — had worked 
his way into fourth by lap 3 and 
started to work on the 21C of Ca-
labrese. Finding the outside to his 
liking was the 111 of Demetrios 
Drellos as he was into the top 5, also 
getting by Calabrese.  

Out front the 20C of Hanson 
was pulling away from Varin as the 
battle for third was heating up be-
tween Corradi and Johnson as John-
son grabbed the third spot down the 
back stretch as one lap later Drellos 
took over the fourth position. Rac-
ing continued to be hot and heavy 
inside the top 5 as Johnson and 
Varin, both past champions, battled 
for second, with Johnson getting a 
great run out of turn 4 and would be 
the new second-place runner, put-
ting Varin back to third.   

Jessica Friesen was just outside 
the top 5 after starting out on the 
sixth row of the feature. The cau-
tion was out once again as the 27A 
of Steve Akers slowed out of 2 with 
a right rear flat, bringing the field 
back to Hanson after he had opened 
up a huge lead on the field.  

Back to green and Hanson re-
mained the leader as Drellos moved 
to third and the 1Z of Jessica Friesen 
was now in the top 5.  

Matt DeLorenzo was now on 
the move and worked his way to 
sixth. A great battle was develop-

ing between Varin, Friesen and De-
Lorenzo for the four, five and six 
positions, with DeLorenzo quick-
ly working his way to fourth past 
Varin and looked as the fastest car 
on the track. 

Up front the race for the lead 
was heating up as Johnson was all 
over the rear deck of Hanson and 
made the move on the bottom of 
turn 2 as they ran down the back 
stretch side by side, with Johnson 
completing the pass to be the new 
leader. Before the lap was com-
plete, Jack Lehner in the Nelson 85 
slowed and brought out the yellow, 
putting Hanson back to the top spot 
with Johnson, Drellos, DeLorenzo 
and Varin holding down the top 5. 

Back to green and Hanson again 
was the leader as Drellos and De-
Lorenzo worked past Johnson.  De-
Lorenzo was not done yet working 
his way to second with four to go 
and looking for three in a row as 
he closed in on the leader Hanson, 
who had run a great race out front. 
With the 20C of Hanson on the bot-
tom and the 3D of DeLorenzo on 
the bottom, DeLorenzo was able to 
get within a car length of the leader 
but that was as close as he could get 
with Hanson picking up the popu-
lar win over DeLorenzo, the point 
leader, with Drellos, Johnson and 
Varin rounding out the top 5 in a 
great race.

MORE RACING
Going into the night Danny 

Varin picked up the first 2 ESS 
Sprint Car features with wins at 
Fulton and Utica Rome Speedways. 
On Saturday night at Fonda, Danny 
started the feature in the 11th spot 
but was involved in a lap 1 crash 
and went to the pits with damage to 
his wing and returned to the tail end 
of the field. 

At the drop of the green it be-
came a Danny Varin show as he 
started to pick off cars lap after 
lap and by lap 18 grabbed the lead 
and cruised to his third win of the 
year on the tour with the impressive 
run to the front against a fine field 
of 360 Sprints with Jordan Poirier, 
Paulie Colagiovanni, Josh Pienia-
zek and Jason Barney rounding out 
the top 5 for the return of the ESS to 
Fonda Speedway for the first time 
since 2018. 

Once again Varin had mechan-
ical problems in the MAGSRUS 
93 Modified, ending his night be-

fore feature time. In ESS warmups, 
Blake Warner had a scary flip be-
tween turns 3 and 4. After a few 
minutes Blake climbed from the 
destroyed Sprinter and walked to 
the ambulance.  

In other action, the Sportsman 
found Cody Clark using the high 
side after starting 10th on the field 
to grab the lead on lap 12 to hold 
off Chad Edwards for his first win 
of the 2022 season at the famed half 
mile. 

In the Pro Stocks it was Nick 
Stone and Luke Horning putting on 
a great battle out front as the two 
swapped the lead, with Stone pick-
ing up the win. 

The Limited Sportsman found 
Zach Dufel picking up the win with 
Kerrie Hollanback winning the 
4-Cylinder feature.

At the Albany Saratoga Speed-
way Matt DeLorenzo picked up the 
NAPA Modified win with Kenny 
Tremont Jr., Peter Britten, Mike 
Mahaney and Demetrios Drellos 
rounding out the top 5. That makes 
it five different winners in as many 
weeks. 

In other action, Pat Jones picked 
up the Sportsman win as Jason Ca-
sey took the Pro Stock win.  Tom-
my D’Angelo was the Limited 
Sportsman winner, while Al Relyea 
picked up the Street Stock win and 
Jon Sheppard  the 4-Cylinder win.

At the Valley of Speed, Leba-
non Valley Speedway, Eddie Mar-
shall was the Modified winner with 
Kolby Schroder, Kenny Tremont 
Jr., Andy Bachetti and L.J. Lom-
bardo rounding out the top 5. In the 
Small Block Modifieds it was Andy 
Bachetti with the win as Tim Hart-
man Jr. picked up the Sportsman 
win, Chad Jeseo was the Pro Stock 
winner as Brady Cordova picked up 
the Limited Sportsman win.

Matt Sheppard, the 2021 point 
champion, picked up his third win 
in a row at the Utica Rome Speed-
way in the SUNOCO Modifieds 
with Andy Bachetti, Darren Smith, 
Bobby Hackel and Rocky Warner 
rounding out the top 5. 

In other racing action Danny 
Varin was the ESS winner, Matt 
Janczuk picked up the Sportsman, 
Beau Ballard was the Pro Stock 
winner and Matt Backus picked up 
the Limited Sportsman win.

Remember to support those 
sponsors that support the great sport 
of dirt racing.

Williamson wins Short Track Super Series ‘Battle of the Bullring’

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO    
Mat Williamson picked up the Short Track Super Series Battle of the Bull 
Ring at the tight Accord Speedway.

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO    
Bobby Hackel had his best-ever STSS run at the Accord Speedway with a fine 
fourth-place finish.
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One of the things I liked most about my 
former job as a Cooperative Extension agent 
in Greene County was the process of figuring 
out what was causing problems with garden 
plants, lawns, trees or shrubs. It is sort of like 
detective work without a cloak or dagger.

I used what I learned about this topic 
in public health as well, when we contract-
ed with the New York State Department of 
Health to conduct educational programs to 
combat Lyme disease. This week I will share 
some principles of disease and infection I 
learned, which are pretty relevant in these 
days of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In order to contract a disease, whether 
it is a plant or animal disease, three factors 
must occur simultaneously. If any of these 
three factors are not present, there can be no 
disease. First, before I discuss these specific 
factors, I need to talk about the things that 
cause disease.

In general, disease-causing organisms 
are fungi, bacteria or viruses. All may cause 
diseases with similar symptoms, but all are 
different in their mode of action or how they 
infect.

It seems to me that most plant diseases 
are caused by fungi. Fungi are organisms that 
generally require water to become infectious. 

Lacking chlorophyll, they need to get their 
“food” from other sources than sunlight by 
breaking down and absorbing organic matter. 
Sometimes in the process of feeding on plant 
material, they kill or damage their host. This 
distinguished pathogens from saprophytes.

Once a plant is infected with a fungal 
disease, it is generally difficult to “cure” the 
infection. The general strategy is to try to 
prevent the infection in the first place or keep 
it from spreading. Fungi are living organisms 
that can survive for a long time, either active-
ly causing infection, or in a dormant state that 
may last for 100 years or more. This longev-
ity allows them to re-occur when conditions 
are right. Some fungal diseases are ubiqui-
tous and must be dealt with every season.

Twenty years ago, almost all the garden 
seeds that were sold were treated with a 
pink-colored fungicide called “Captan.” This 
fungicide protected tender seedlings from 
getting “damping off,” which is a general 
term for similar diseases caused by several 
genera of fungi. The infected seedlings grow 
spindly and eventually keel over and die with 
a conspicuous shriveling or narrowing of the 
stem at soil level. It is highly contagious and 
usually fatal once contracted.

It is virtually impossible to cure a flat 

of seedlings once the disease occurs, so the 
emphasis is on prevention. In addition to pre-
ventive chemical fungicides there are cultur-
al practices than can also be utilized, much to 
the satisfaction of gardeners who don’t want 
to use chemical fungicides.

Another major cause of disease in plants 
and animals are bacteria. Bacteria are also 
living organisms that can exhibit long-term 
dormancy. Like fungi, they can damage their 
hosts by “feeding” on the tissue of the host 
and using the host’s cells to grow and multi-
ply. Of course, not all bacteria are pathogenic 
and neither are all fungi.

Our bodies contain millions of foreign 
bacteria and fungi that do us no harm what-
soever. In fact, many of these organisms are 
responsible for keeping us healthy. Bacteria, 
like fungi, usually require water to become 
infectious.

One of the most common bacterial dis-
ease of pears and apples is called “fireblight.” 
This disease most often occurs when rain or 
hail hits flower blossoms. Splashing water 
spreads the disease. Most, but not all, fun-
gicides are ineffective in treating bacterial 
disease. Commercial fruit growers often use 
antibiotics, such as streptomycin, to try to kill 
bacteria.

A third major infectious agent is viruses. 
Viruses, like the COVID-19 virus, are very 
different than bacteria or fungi in the sense 
that they are not living organisms, per se. 
They can only survive and reproduce inside 
living cells. They have a very short life ex-
pectancy, unlike bacteria or fungi, and they 
don’t necessarily need water to infect. Think 
of them as renegade hunks of DNA or RNA 
that get into the genes of plants or animals, 
and direct the cells to make more viruses. 
They are also very tiny compared to fungi 
and bacteria.

Viral infections in plants are far less com-
mon than bacterial or fungal infections be-
cause they generally cannot get inside a plant 
without help from another living organism. 
Leafhopper insects and aphids are usually 
involved in viral infections in plants. These 
insects inject the virus into the plant physi-
cally with their mouthparts and once inside 
the plant they can replicate.

Since all three of these types of patho-
gens cause disease in somewhat different 
manners, dealing with them requires differ-
ent strategies, but the principles of infection 
remain essentially the same. This is where I 
will pick up the story next week.

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@cornell.edu

Plant diseases
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By Bob Beyfuss
For Capital Region Independent 
Media

It is lilac season in my 
neighborhood and once more, 
I am delighted at the sight and 
scent of these tough, hardy, 
long-lived, deer-resistant (usu-
ally) and often highly fragrant, 
shrubs. 

It is not totally uncommon 
to come upon an ancient lilac 
grove in a forested area, mak-
ing a person wonder why it was 
planted there? Upon investi-
gation, you may discover the 
old foundation of a long aban-
doned, burned-down or razed 
house that has been outlived by 
its landscaping! 

Lilacs come in many shades 
of pink, purple, some maroon 
and white. There are semi-
dwarf varieties and they may be 
grafted. As they get older, they 
are prone to an insect pest (lilac 
borer) that may cause them to 
split. Hence, this week’s main 
topic. 

I drove through central New 
York on my way home and when 

I finally got here, I was struck 
by how many trees were blown 
down and how many branches 
were littering the roadsides. I 
guess we need to add “wind 
damage” to the list of weath-
er-related issues that seem to be 
increasing in the past few years. 

I hope your property was 
not damaged by a falling tree 
or branches falling during the 
recent windy weather. In most 
cases, homeowners are very 
surprised when a seemingly 
healthy tree topples over, or 
breaks apart, but most of the 
time, trees provide clues that 
they are in danger long before 
they actually fail. 

Here are some “red flags” 
that should alert you to a poten-
tially hazardous tree situation 
if you have large trees nearby 
your house. A professional ar-
borist will certainly be able to 
recognize these, but there are 
a few things you can look for 
yourself. 

First, recognize that certain 
tree species are far more prone 
to issues than others. Black 
locust, is a very hard-wooded 

species, with durable, rot-re-
sistant heartwood, but it is also 
very shallow rooted and some-
times blows over in a storm. 
These trees grow quite quickly 
if adequate moisture is present 
and may appear old and stately 
well before their time. A general 
rule is that if a tree grows very 
quickly, it often dies young. 

Willows, poplar and cotton-
wood also grow very quickly 
and are more likely to fail than 
slower growing species like 
oaks, beech, pines, firs, hicko-
ry or sugar maples. Fast-grow-
ing red and silver maple were 
widely planted as street trees 
back in the 1950’s, ‘60s and 
‘70s. Today, most of these trees 
have had to be removed, after 
60 years or so, whereas sugar 
maples often live 100 years or 
more. Sugar maples are highly 
salt sensitive, though, and for 
that matter, they are not great 
choices where they will be ex-
posed to road salt. 

Blue spruce are one of the 
most popular trees for landscape 
purposes, as they are handsome 
evergreens and one of the very 

few deer-resistant species. Un-
fortunately, they don’t generally 
thrive for long (40 to 60 years) 
in our area before they begin to 
decline. Once they start to de-
cline, they also seem to topple 
over more so than other species 
of spruce, such as Norway or 
white spruce. 

Perhaps the biggest red flag 
to look for with any species 
of tree that may threaten your 
house is a sudden “leaning” in 
one direction or another. If the 
ground on one side of a tree 
appears to be lifted up above 
grade, even a few inches, this is 
a serious concern. This is called 
a “partial heave.” It indicates 
the roots that should be anchor-
ing the tree have rotted and the 
tree is pretty likely to topple, 
sooner rather than later. 

Any sort of trenching, or 
excavation in the root zone 
of a tree, can lead to catastro-
phe within a few years, even 
if no damage is apparent at 
first. Re-doing a septic tank, 
re-paving a driveway, putting 
in a sidewalk or drainage ditch, 
even installing a new deck that 

requires excavation, are all pos-
sible causes of root rot and trees 
failing. Paving or putting con-
crete over a tree’s root system 
can also kill it, but never does 
this happen suddenly.  

Trees that split apart usual-
ly give clues that will happen, 
long before it occurs. Vertical 
branches, especially the cen-
tral branches (central leader) 
that grow closely to each other, 
forming a narrow crotch angle, 
such as if you hold up your in-
dex and middle fingers on one 
hand, with the fingers touching, 
and not as a “V.” As each branch 
grows (widens) in diameter, it 
pushes against the other branch, 
forcing it further away, and this 
often leads to rot in between the 
two branches. The rotted area is 
what fails and causes the tree to 
split. It would be great if some-
how these two vertical branch-
es grafted into each other over 
time, but that does not happen, 
generally. 

More on this next week!    
Reach Bob Beyfuss at 

rlb14@cornell.edu.

Wind damage

By Dick Brooks
For Capital Region Independent Media

Telly, my trusty canine companion, and I 
paused from our morning duties during our 
usual tour of the yard to appreciate the warm 
sunshine and the verdant yard.  

The gardens are showing color, but it was 
the lawn that caused the pause. The lush dark 
green of the crabgrass sprinkled with spring 
gold was breathtaking.  

I have always considered myself a protec-
tor of the weak and helpless, a champion of 
the underdog, a guardian of the downtrodden. 
I even voted for Ross Perot once. As such I 
feel that I must speak out against the mass 
mayhem taking place all across our country.

Armies of horticulturalists and gardeners 
are waging their annual war against the dan-
delion.  Their arsenal is extensive — grass 
whips for decapitation, claws for gouging 
them from the ground, poison sprays, there is 

even a version of flame thrower you can order 
to fry these poor little plants where they grow.  

If you don’t want to do the dirty work 
yourself, for a second mortgage and your 
first-born child, you can hire a company of hit 
men to come in and cover your yard with a 
chemical soup to kill them off mass-destruc-
tion style.

I can’t understand this outpouring of dis-
gust, dislike, disdain and even hate. I blame it 
partly on The Home and Garden Channel and 
their shows extolling the virtues of the ideal 
lawn devoid of all but perfectly trimmed and 
manicured Kentucky blue grass. Illegal im-
migrants such as crabgrass and the maligned 
dandelion are to be eliminated, leaving that 
Astro-Turf perfection that they desire.  

What, I ask, has a dandelion ever done 
to you or yours? I think they’re pretty, their 
little golden fuzzy faces glowing all over the 
place brighten our day. They are one of the 
very first wild flowers to help relieve us of the 

winter doldrums. They grow anywhere and 
require no care at all.  They certainly are pro-
lific, turning lawns and open fields into car-
pets of gold. The more untended the property, 
the harder they try to beautify it.

They are one of the first flowers children 
learn they can pick with impunity. Is there a 
parent, grandparent or teacher who has no 
memories of a pudgy little fist full of wilted 
dandelions being offered with love?  

The dried head full of little parachutes, 
each carrying its own seed, kept me busy for 
hours, puffing until I hyperventilated and fill-
ing the air full of flying fluff.  I think the first 
time I really paid attention to girls was when I 
was snapping dandelion heads at them on the 
playground.  Later on, one special one taught 
me how to make chains that we wore in our 
hair as we listened to folk music in the park.

They are edible, the tender young leaves 
are a great addition to a salad. The roots were 
used as a medicine by our ancestors and one 

of the finest adult beverages I’ve ever tasted 
was the dandelion wine my father made from 
their blossoms.

All in all, a pretty, useful little memory 
maker. I can’t understand the waging of war 
against them. Go pick on poison ivy and ap-
preciate the sunny little dandelion. 

I’m sure if you went to a spot on this old 
dirt ball we live on where dandelions don’t 
grow (although I can’t think of a place right 
offhand), you could probably find people 
buying flats of them in their local nursery. 
We’re lucky enough to get all we want for 
nothing!

Thought for the week — “My advice to 
you is get married: if you find a good wife, 
you’ll be happy; if not, you’ll become a phi-
losopher.” — Socrates

Until next week, may you and yours be 
happy and well.

Reach Dick Brooks at whittle12124@ya-
hoo.com.

The lovely dandelion
WHITTLING AWAY by Dick Brooks

Transcribed from her diary by  
Kathy Saurer Osborne

Sunday, June 3: Fair. Didn’t go to church. 
‘Lite, Philip and JoAnn here for the day. Had 
a nice visit. Joyce and Adrienne went.

Monday, June 4: Cloudy. Took Joyce to 
Greenville. Went to Herman’s. He had gone 
for parts and forgotten he was to bring me 
back, so I had to come home. Put out clothes, 
they dried, most of them and I brought them 
in about noon. Herman called and I took the 
car there. He brought me back.

Tuesday, June 5: Cloudy. Ironed and re-
potted my fairy lilies. Mended and put away 
clothes. Gertrude went to the Ladies Aid at 
Mrs. McCollough’s near Rensselaerville. Ad-
die and I went to Altamont to see Mr. Crouse 
at the Conv. Home. Stopped and saw ‘Lite on 
the way home. Stubby took me to Herman’s 
to get the Chev. 421.82 smackers.

Wednesday, June 6: Fair. Took Gertrude 

to Aunt Theresa’s and went to Delite’s for the 
day. Had a nice time and helped a little. After 
tea Gene and I took some white peonies and 
stopped and got Maude and we went to the 
cemetery here at Medusa. Had a nice visit.

Thursday, June 7: Fair. Cleaned bedrooms 
and did everyday work. Saw Rachel on T.V. 
Only a very few minutes. Addie in a few min-
utes.

Friday, June 8: Fair. Cleaned living rooms, 
dusted etc. Most of the day I sewed on Adri-
enne’s new voile dress. Faced the hem and put 
it on. Joyce came with Don and Adele. She 
stayed for ball game. Harold Lewis called for 
Gertrude to sign off on a deed or something. 

Saturday, June 9: Fair. Made pies and did 
shopping for tomorrow. Chuck called and 
came over about 9 A.M. Stayed till 3 P.M. 
went home and came back and took Joyce to 
the races. The rest went, too. I went to bed 
early. Addie and I are going on a trip tomor-
row. Adrienne helped Tiny this forenoon.

Sunday, June 10: Cloudy and cool. Got up 
early. Had breakfast in Bennington, Vermont, 
dinner in Keene, New Hampshire and supper 
in Latham near Troy. Had a nice time. Chuck 
went back about 9 A.M.

Monday, June 11: Cloudy. Hung out wash 
and brought it in. Ironed rayons, etc. Mended 
some. Tiny and Dave lost their baby. Prema-
ture. Yesterday. 

Tuesday, June 12: Fair. Took Gertrude 
to Gert Smith’s and went on to Delite’s for 
the day. Ironed, mended and visited. Lena 
Cox passed away yesterday. Mrs. Stewart’s 
cousin. They go to the funeral tomorrow at 
11 A.M. Lite gave me pork (salt) eggs and I 
bought two hens. 

Wednesday, June 13: Cloudy. Rain tonite. 
Did the ironing and put away clothes etc. 
Took Gene to Steve’s with the wash. Went 
to Gene’s Stanley Brush Party. Mr. Leland 
Wood demonstrator. Had a nice time. Belle 
Marie Flo. Newkirk, Rose Mary and I. Clay-

ton Losee watched TV here and Delos.
Thursday, June 14: Rain. Cleaned bed-

rooms and dusted them. Made rhubarb con-
serve, had 11 cups. We are having a fine day. 
Don is having his teeth out a week from today 
at Catskill Hospital.

Friday, June 15: Rain again. Cleaned and 
dusted living rooms. Did everyday work. 
Joyce came with Don. Chuck has a three-day 
pass. She expects him tomorrow. Adrienne 
and Adele, Janet and Allyn have gone with 
Rose and Dow to Albany to see a show and 
the Louis M. fight. Don has gone with Stub-
by to wrestling at S. Westerlo. Later: Came 
home. No wrestling!

Saturday, June 16: Fair. Don went to 
Xrays to Catskill. Adele, Adrienne and Ger-
trude went, too. I made a pie and a shell for 
tomorrow. Chuck came about 1:30 P.M. on 
scooter bike. Took the car back and got us a 
place to park at the races. Gertrude didn’t go. 
Don and I went and Joyce met Chuck there.

Grandma Mackey’s Diary
1951 life in Medusa

By Toby Moore
For Capital Region Independent Media

A global Gallup poll in 2019 
revealed that only 15% of people 
are engaged in the workplace. 
The poll implies that 85% of peo-
ple worldwide don’t like what 
they do for a living.

The reasons are probably too 
numerous to count. Boredom, 
dislike for their co-workers, a 
bad relationship with their boss, 
their commute is too long, they 
feel stagnant, don’t make enough 
money, are overworked, etc. 

I’m sure some of you are 
thinking, “Of course, it’s a glob-
al poll.” In some countries, the 
working conditions would be 
considered outrageous to the av-
erage American. 

If you thought that, you’re 
correct. In the USA, an astound-
ing 60% of people hate their jobs. 
We are doing a little better than 
the global average, but not much!

I would guess some feel that 
way because they are not where 
they want to be; it’s not what they 
see themselves doing. 

I have to confess I hated many 
of my jobs earlier in life, for all of 
the reasons mentioned above but 
mainly because I didn’t see my-
self doing it long term, and I was 
unhappy because I wasn’t where I 
wanted to be.

As a result, I didn’t do my 
best, had no enthusiasm and had 
a terrible attitude. Customers, 
co-workers and managers all no-
ticed. I showed up late and tried 
to leave early, and I was irritated 
if I had to do something I saw as 
outside the scope of my respon-
sibilities. In short, I was a lousy 
employee. 

No matter how hard I worked, 
nothing seemed to work out for 
me, and although I was pursuing 
my dreams, they kept getting fur-
ther and further away. 

One day, I realized I was so far 

from my dreams that I might be 
stuck forever if I didn’t change.  

I always wanted a life of ex-
cellence, but I wasn’t being ex-
cellent. For so long, I was telling 
myself, “I’ll be excellent when I 
finally have the life I want; I’ll do 
my best when I get where I want 
to go; I’ll have a great attitude 
when I accomplish my dreams.” 

I wish somebody had slapped 
me and shouted, “It doesn’t work 
that way, stupid!”

Imagine telling your boss, “I’ll 
work harder once you give me a 
raise,” “Once you give me that 
promotion, you’ll have the best 
worker you ever saw,” “I’ll have 
some enthusiasm if you let me be 
the boss.” Do you think you’ll get 
that raise? Do you think you’ll 
get that promotion? Do you ever 
think you’ll be the boss?

The simple fact of the matter 
is life doesn’t work like that. If 
you’re going to get where you 
want to go, you’ll need to be ex-

cellent where you are now, even 
if it’s not where you want to be. 

Author and motivational 
speaker Zig Ziglar said, “Atti-
tude, not aptitude, will determine 
your altitude.”

Little by little, I changed my 
attitude, added some enthusiasm 
to my personality, and started by 
treating every customer as if they 
were the most important person 
in the world. 

Rather than complaining or 
acting annoyed with their every 
request, I started serving them 
with a great attitude. My income 
began to rise and my managers 
took notice. I went from being 
their worst employee to one of 
their best!

You may say, “Well, great, 
Toby, you were doing well at a 
job you didn’t want. You still 
weren’t living your dream life.” 
While that’s true, a funny thing 
started to happen — new oppor-
tunities came that took me to the 

next level. 
Entrepreneur and motivation-

al speaker Jim Rohn said, “For 
things to change, you have to 
change. For things to be different, 
you have to be different. Before 
financial success can occur, per-
sonal growth must occur... of all 
the things that can have an effect 
on your future, I believe personal 
growth is the greatest.”

Whether you love your job and 
are working toward that next pro-
motion or hate your job and want 
a different career, you’ll never 
get there unless you focus on be-
coming excellent where you are. 
Do your best, put a smile on your 
face and go the extra mile. If you 
do that for long enough, you’ll go 
places you never dreamed were 
possible. 

Toby Moore is a columnist, 
the star of Emmy-nominated “A 
Separate Peace,” and the CEO of 
Cubestream Inc.

Be excellent where you are
Positively Speaking
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By Mary Schoepe
For Capital Region Independent Media

The COVID pandemic is not the 
only health threat out there. There’s 
another health threat lurking — dis-
ease-carrying, hungry ticks. And 
according to experts, this summer 
could be a bad one. 

A tick’s happy place is in moist, 
humid, tree-fi lled, leaf-littered for-
ested and grassy environments. 
These sneaky little buggers attach 
themselves to their host by hanging 
on to the end of a blade of grass or 
a leaf with their rear legs. When a 
host brushes the spot where the tick 
is waiting, it jumps on board. While 

some ticks attach themselves quick-
ly, others take their time looking for 
the right spot — your ears, armpits, 
groin or hair. 

It’s important to note that while 
most tick bites are harmless, the 
deer tick can carry Lyme disease.

Although most ticks prefer the 
great outdoors, certain species such 
as the brown dog and soft ticks live 
and thrive indoors. Beds, bed cov-
ers, sheets and other bed-related 
items are great hiding and resting 
places for them. Wooden beds are 
a haven for these guys since they 
can easily hide and lay eggs in the 
cracks.

So, if you don’t want ticks using 

you or your pets as a food source 
and you’re not a fan of using pop-
ular tick-repellent products (that 
contain chemicals linked to cancer, 
developmental problems and neu-
rotoxicity), why not consider using 
natural tick repellents like geranium 
oil?  

A study published in the Journal 
of Agricultural and Food Chemistry 
found that geranium oil is a very ef-
fective, natural tick repellent. After 
examining 10 different types of ge-
ranium oils, researchers determined 
that geranium oil is just as effective 
at keeping ticks away as DEET, but 
safe for children and adults. Simply 
combine equal parts of geranium oil 

and coconut oil and apply it to your 
arms, neck, wrists and ankles before 
going outside. 

The wood and oil from cedar 
are also great natural tick repel-
lents for both you and your pets. 
When it comes in contact with the 
tick, it disintegrates it completely. 
A blend of geranium, cedar wood 
and basil makes you and your pet 
an unappealing environment for 
disease-spreading ticks.

Other natural safe tick repellents 
include juniper, rosewood, thyme, 
grapefruit and oregano oils. 

One fi nal note: When ticks are 
feeding on you or your pets, it’s 
easy to forget they serve a purpose 

on this planet. Ticks are an im-
portant source of food for several 
species of reptiles, amphibians and 
birds.  

Scientists use them as an indica-
tor of an ecosystem’s overall health 
and stability. For example, ecosys-
tems with thriving snake popula-
tions have smaller populations of 
ticks, so an increase in ticks may 
indicate a problem with the snake 
population. 

Just remember, ticks are just 
doing what they’ve been doing for 
tens of millions of years, so be sure 
to take extra precautions when out-
doors. 

Ticks: Back and biting 
Fitness Concepts

CAIRO-DURHAM — The Cai-
ro-Durham Central School District has an-
nounced the valedictorian and salutatorian of 
the Class of 2022.

Ally MacGiffert is this year’s valedictori-
an and James Mutinsky is salutatorian.

VALEDICTORIAN
Ally MacGiffert is the valedictorian of the 

Cairo-Durham Class of 2022. 
Through her years at Cairo-Durham 

High School, she has participated in multi-
ple sports such as varsity soccer in ninth and 
tenth grade, and as a senior was a member of 
the varsity cross-country tea (where she was 
named MVP), and the indoor and outdoor 
track teams. 

In addition, MacGiffert has been an active 
member of the drama club at Cairo-Durham, 
participating in seven musicals over the years. 

The music department has played a big 
role in her high school career as she has been 
involved in band, chorus, jazz band, women’s 
chorus, handbell and she has attended NYSS-
MA and All-County for both vocals and the 
alto saxophone. 

MacGiffert has also been involved in In-
teract Club and SADD, or Students Against 
Destructive Decisions, at Cairo-Durham, as 
well as being a member of National Hon-
or Society, holding the position of secretary 
her senior year, and secretary for the Class of 
2022. 

Her academic achievements can be seen 
in the various academic awards she has re-

ceived from the AP and college courses she 
has taken, as well as receiving the Universi-
ty of Rochester Bausch and Lomb Honorary 
Science Award and the Clarkson University 
High School Leadership Award. 

During her senior year, MacGiffert had the 
honor of earning the New York State SEAL 
of Biliteracy along with four other peers from 
her Spanish class. As a senior, she attended 
the New Visions Medical Program where she 

had the unique opportunity of shadowing in 
Samaritan Hospital every week, obtaining 
fi rsthand experience in the medical fi eld. 

In the fall, MacGiffert plans on attending 
Binghamton University, majoring in biology 
on a pre-med track with a minor in Spanish. 

SALUTATORIAN
James Mutinsky is the salutatorian for the 

Cairo-Durham High School graduating class 
of 2022.

Throughout his high school career, Mutin-
sky has been a member of the school’s varsity 
basketball team, track and fi eld team, and soc-
cer team, of which he was captain his senior 
year.

Academically, James has been a high 
honor roll student throughout his four years 
at Cairo-Durham High, participating in sever-
al AP, college and honors courses during this 
time. 

Due to his involvement in these courses, 
he has received several academic awards, in-
cluding the George Eastman Young Leaders 
Award for the University of Rochester and the 
Clarkson University High School Achieve-
ment Award. 

Additionally, in his senior year, Mutinsky 
was one of the fi ve recipients of the NYS Seal 
of Biliteracy for Spanish. 

Mutinsky has also been involved in sev-
eral musical groups at the school, including 
the marching band, for which he plays saxo-
phone, and the musical stage crew, famously 
being the head of the camel in “Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.” 

Additionally, Mutinsky has participated in 
both NYSSMA and All-County for band and 
chorus. He has also been involved in several 
clubs throughout his time at Cairo-Durham, 
including the school’s National Honor Soci-
ety, for which he currently serves as president. 

After high school, Mutinsky plans to at-
tend Siena College with a major in biology on 
the pre-veterinary track.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Cairo-Durham High School’s valedictorian, Ally MacGiffert, left, and salutatorian James Mutin-
sky.

C-D announces valedictorian, salutatorian
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Many people, both men and 
women, kept diaries in the past. 
I have a small collection of local 
diaries and would love to have 
more because they illustrate the 
daily lives people were leading 
and what and who was import-
ant to them. Most people started 
diary keeping on January 1 of 
a given year. While they may 
not have continued recording 
until the end of the year, the di-
aries usually tell what their au-
thors were doing on New Year’s 
Day. Since this edition of “The 
Greenville Pioneer” is coming 
out on January 1, I thought I 
would share with you how some 
people spent that day in the past. 
I don’t even know the names of 
all those who kept the diaries. 
Often, they didn’t put their 
names in the books. Perhaps you 
can guess who the authors might 
have been. If you do fi nd a clue, 
please let me know.

 Helen Tripp was one of the 
daughters of Alfred and Maria 
Utter Tripp. She was born Jan-
uary 26,1853, and she lived un-
til January 27, 1917. She lived 
in the brick house on the main 
street of Oak Hill with her fam-
ily. On January 1, 1874, she 
started a diary: 

Thursday, Weather very 
pleasant. I worked around the 
house until noon. In the after-
noon sewed on my dress. Did 
not go anywhere nor was there 
any one in here till evening. Mrs. 
Eliza Flower called. Received a 
letter from Libbie Russell.

Friday, January 2: Weather 
very pleasant, thawed all day. 
I sewed on my dress nearly all 
day. Aunt Mary Utter and Jim-
mie came down this evening to 
go to the donation. [I can imag-
ine what the donation was, but 
can anyone share more informa-
tion?] Aunt Mary invited us to 
go with her. The coal fi re went 
out last night. I had to make it 
up this morning. Aunt Mary had 
a very nice time; they cleared 
$104.

Saturday, January.3: Weath-
er very pleasant; thawed all day 
again today. I had to make the 
coal fi re again today. Father, 
Mother, Hattie and Carrie [her 
two youngest sisters] went over 
to Uncle Briggs today. [Uncle 
Briggs was a Tripp and lived in 
Medusa or Westerlo]. I fi nished 
my dress, all but the buttons and 
pockets.

Sunday, January 4:  Weather 
very nice and pleasant. Went to 
Durham to church this morn-
ing. Did not get back in time 
for Sunday School. Did not go 
to church this afternoon. [The 
Tripps lived next to the Oak Hill 
Methodist Church and were al-
ways very involved there.]  Or-
ville preached. I wrote a letter 
to Libbie Russell this evening. 
Did not go to church. [It sounds 
like there were opportunities to 
spend the whole day and eve-
ning at church.]

Chauncey B Day from Al-
cove recorded on January 
1,1887: Thurs. Went to Al-
cove—got 3 gal. kerosene.

The diary of another anon-
ymous person recorded: Jan 1, 
1888 Rained all day. Hugh here 
in evening. 

A. M. Cowles recorded in 
his diary: January 1, 1898: The 
snow that fell yesterday has 
been piled in heaps last night 
and the wind is still blowing. 
I could not get home last night 
for the snow was drifted.  Mr. 
Whitehead and myself played 5 
games of dominoes this morn-
ing.  In the evening played with 
Mr. Mackey. Mr. Cook and 
brother drove them to the house 
to break out the roads.

Jan. 1, 1918:  A diary from 
the Wade family recorded: Mary 
is with us. We stay in all day. 
Big Fire in Catskill 2:20 a.m.

Mrs. Mary D. Mattice from 
Catskill wrote: Wednesday, Jan 
1,1919: We stayed home. Made 
head cheese and hockeye [a pig 
product].

For years many Oak Hill and 
Vicinity families have gone to 
Florida in the winter; the Tripps, 
the Fords, and the Wades all had 
houses in the Bradenton area. 
For these folks, the New Year 
was a time to go south. A series 
of diaries written by the Wade 
family give an idea of what the 
New York folks did in Florida:

Gainesville Fla Jan 1, 1925. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bates, Nelson and 
I ate our New Year’s dinner to-
gether outside our tents plac-
ing our tables together. (Menu:  
fricasseed chicken, sweet and 
white potatoes, cucumber pick-
les, chili sauce, creamed onions, 
green peas, sweet corn, celery, 
cranberries sauce.  Coffee Lem-
on pies.) The men washed the 
dishes for us. Mrs. Bates and 
I called on Mrs. Harder from 
Hudson on this camp.

Jan 1, 1928: Spend the day a 
home. Bates are away the week 
end. Mr. and Mrs. Lasher called 
this afternoon. We spend our 
spare time writing letters. Nel-
son goes to church.

Deland Fla:  Jan 1, 1930 A 
very lovely day. Need no fi re. 
Wash this am; take a nap this af-
ternoon. And go with the Lash-
ers to see the Glorifi ed Ameri-
can Girl.

1934:  Deland, Fla. We go out 
for dinner and go to the movies 
in afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. Kipp 
from Orange City call in the 
evening. Tooldie seems some 
better today. 80 in the shade.

Jan 1, 1935: A lovely day. 
We call on Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
and the Hacks. Have our din-
ner at home. Spend our evening 
with Mr. and Mrs. Luke

Jan 2.  Three callers. Nice 
day. Our anniversary. Hacks for 
the evening.

Jan. 1, 1938: A lovely day. 

Had dinner at home. Junior with 
us. There was a dinner at the CC 
[country club?] Building for the 
Tourists but we did not go. The 
holidays passed off very pleas-
antly. Thunder showers later 
evening.

Jan 1, 1939:  callers this af-
ternoon.

Jan 2 this is our 56th wedding 
anniversary. Quite a change be-
tween then and now

Jan 1, 1940:  Mr. and Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Lasher, Nelson 
and I had our dinner at the Tour-
ist Club Rooms. A very nice 
turkey dinner gotten on purpose 
for the club about 230 were 
there.  Price 80 cents. The busi-
ness meeting at 7:00, then an 
entertainment and refreshments 
and card playing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howards came this afternoon. 

You can see the New York 
folks had a wide circle of 
friends, lots of activities, and 
warm weather. Some of them 
stayed a few months and then 
returned north. Others made 
Florida their permanent home. 

Another diary which has 
no name identifying its owner, 
written in an O-K Seal Theme 
Tablet is one of my favorites. It 
is titled “My Diary for 1936.”

Wed. Jan 1 --1936:  Geils, 
John and I were to Flossies & 
Harris. A beautiful day. Came 
back and stopped at Golda’s, 
they were sawing ice.

Thurs. Jan 2. John went on 
the road I did chores, washed, 
another lovely day starting to 
rain at night. Reggie Fowler 
broke his leg at Newells.

Friday, Jan 3. Johns home, it 
rained all day. John went with 
Floyd Nickerson after hay.  I 
went to Helens.

Saturday Jan 4:  Lovely 
day just like spring. Helen and 
I went to Middleburg got our 
money from Clarence, came 
back by way of Potter Hollow. 
Stopped at Ethel Bates got home 
about 4 oclock had a hay ride 
through the woods.

Sunday Jan 5: Just a perfect 
day Very icy rained last night.  
John walked to Elmers. Geil, 
K.O. and Cecile was down after 
milk.

Mary Wade, wife of Leslie 
Wade, lived in the Green Re-
vival house in Oak Hill. She 
became the Durham Town Clerk 
January 1, 1946 and record-
ed in her diary: We have Town 
Clerk’s offi ce and had the safe 
etc. moved to our house.  Wrote 
a few licenses.  Stayed home for 
New Year’s Day.

Jan. 2:  got desk ready for 
Town Papers, etc.  Had to get 
new battery for car. Pop [Leslie] 
got all the Town Clerk material 
in order for me. Not much busi-
ness yet. 

Brooks Atkinson, the dra-

ma critic for the “New York 
Times,” and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author who had a house in 
Durham on the Susquehanna 
Turnpike for many years, pub-
lished a book in 1951 called 
“Once Around the Sun.” It is 
presented in diary form in that 
there is an essay for every day 
of the year. 

Some essays describe local 
residents, but today I want to 
share his philosophical com-
ments on January 1, 1951. He 
was in New York City that day. 
His musings seem relevant for 
today: “New Year’s Day. The 
new year comes in with a sting. 
New York is alarmed. Rain fall-
ing at a freezing temperature 
has covered the sidewalks with 
a hard glaze. Speaking over the 
city radio the mayor personally 
warns motorists to keep off the 
icy streets. The Weather Bu-
reau forecasts a heavy snow-
storm tonight. At the moment, 
the year looks bright…. we are 
warm and we begin the new 
year triumphantly. The worst 
can happen; occasionally it 
does. Not many of us in Ameri-
ca are prepared for it, for we do 
not believe it in our bones. We 
cheerfully assume that in some 
mystic way love conquers all, 
the good outweighs evil in the 
just balances of the universe and 
that at the eleventh hour some-
thing gloriously triumphant 
will prevent the worst before 
it happens. In the austere light 
of the world’s experience our 
optimism is naïve. When wars 
and depressions strike us down, 
we are shocked, incredulous, 
and unprepared. But cautious 
calculations bore us; they have 
such a dismal appearance and 
sound. To Americans optimism 
is a more congenial attitude. It 
may be even more than that: it 
may be creative. For all that I 
know at the moment, ‘Happy 
New Year’ may be nothing less 
than prophecy as the world be-
gins one more journey around 
the sun.”

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas 
is the Town of Durham Histori-
an. She lives in Oak Hill, thus 
the name of her column. 

Greenville Auto & Truck Parts 
4979 Route 81, Greenville · 518-966-5344 

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 · Sat 8-5 · Sun 9-2 

OVERBAUGH
DUMPSTERS 

15-Yard Dumpsters Available 
Mark Overbaugh - Greenville 

518-947-9981

Spring Cleaning?? 
Want to Get Rid of Old Metal? 
All Metals Picked up FREE!! 

All appliances - Air Conditioners 
Outdoor Grills - Metal Swimming Pools 

Call Today! 
John at 518-756-3056 

Many people kept diaries in the past

The front of the “Once Around the Sun” dust jacket is typical of illustration in 1951 
when it was published. The book sold for $4.

The dress Helen Tripp wrote about in her diary would likely have been similar to those worn by the Tripp ladies in this picture. 
They prided themselves on their fashionable attire, made mostly at home. At that period of time, the local stores sold yard 
good and notions. Some ladies in town had a dressmaker come to stay for a week or so to make their new gowns.

The Tripps had a house in Bradenton, where the whole family visited.  I U was in 
fact living there when he died, but his body was returned to Oak Hill for burial in 
the Oak Hill Cemetery. They were members of the Bradenton Country Club.

Mary Wade of Oak Hill was one of the many area people who went to Florida each 
winter. Some visited; others retired there. Most people drove from the Catskills to 
Florida, and there are numerous accounts of their trips which took several days 
and possibly car repairs along the way. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The back of the dustjacket of Brooks Atkinson’s book pictures him and tells about 
his many achievements.

Preparing for Oak Hill Day
By Mary Lou Nahas
For Capital Region Independent Media

The annual Oak Hill Day 
this year will be on Saturday, 
July 30, the last Saturday of the 
month. I know the youth fair is 
going on that day too and hope 
folks will visit both.  

Oak Hill Day is intended 
to celebrate the spirit of the 
community, both past and pres-
ent. It is organized by the Oak 
Hill Preservation Association. 
OHPA, founded in 2004, is a 
nonprofit society organized to 
preserve and protect the histor-
ic environment of Oak Hill, to 
raise public awareness and pro-
mote the preservation and ap-
preciation of this environment 
through organized historical 
and cultural activities, public 
programs and events, including 
tours and lectures, appropri-
ate exhibits and displays, and 
membership.

Oak Hill Day was one of the 
early projects of the group. It 
originated as Garage Sale Day 
to support the St. Paul’s Church 
annual rummage sale run by 
Karla Tyson, a strong supporter 
of the town.

Karen Patterson, president 
of the Oak Hill Preservation As-
sociation,  is chairing the event  
again this year. While plans are 
far from finalized, they are in 

the works and it is time to put it 
on your calendar and sign up to 
participate. 

The day officially starts at 
9 a.m. with lawn sales around 
town and ends with ice cream 
and music this year on the St. 
Paul’s Church lawn.

By noon the yard sales have 
calmed down and the emphasis 
shifts to history presentations. 
Since St. Paul’s Church is be-
ing highlighted this year, sev-
eral events will be there: There 
will be a talk on the history of 
the building and the people who 
founded it. Another talk will 
be on the St. Paul’s Cemetery, 
something that has not been 
done before. And an hour will 
be set aside for people who have 
been part of the congregation to 
share their memories. We hope 
many will come to tell stories.   

At 4 p.m. Diane Dratz and 
crew will be serving free ice 
cream from Stewart’s, and 
members of the Twelve Tribes 
and others in the community 
will play music at St. Paul’s.

The yard sales are along 
Route 81 and on side roads. 
There has never been a real map 
because people often wait until 
the last minute to decide to have 
a sale and because no one has 
wanted to be in charge of mak-
ing a map, a job which takes a 
lot of work.  

Sales are noted with signs 
provided by OHPA. Last year 
OHPA purchased new signs, 
but if anyone still has an old 
one (people frequently keep 
their sign from year to year; it 
is easier than returning, storing 
and handing out again), they 
can definitely use it. The new 
signs can be picked up at the 
post office, town building and I 
U Tripp store closer to July 30. 

We greatly hope there will be 
a large, multifamily sale at Mert 
and Kathy Hulbert’s house on 
81 as you come into town from 
Greenville. Many residents reg-
ularly hold sales. There will 
also be several booths with local 
artisans offering soap, wreaths, 
art and skin care products local-
ly made. There has traditionally 
been a booth supporting animal 
welfare.  

Food will be available at the 
Oak Hill Methodist Church, 
the Yellow Deli, and Mattice. 
Mattice has coffee and pastries 
from See and Bee. The Method-
ist Church offers baked goods, 
hot dogs and the Weslock’s Piz-
za Box. The Yellow Deli offers 
their usual fare.  

Several programs will be 
offered at new businesses in 
town. Jodie Colwell McCabe a 
long-time resident of the ham-
let who recently opened Wild 
Flower, and will do some flow-

er arranging demonstrations for 
children at her shop.

Sue Benfield, owner of 
Makers of Manners, a knit-
wear company in Oak Hill, will 
demonstrate how she produces 
her products. After a career as 
a knitwear designer, production 
advisor and textiles professor in 
London and New York City, she 
now consults and maintains an 
extensive swatch collection in 
the studio above Mattice Bou-
tique, a boutique department 
store housed in the Mattice Law 
Office next to the DeWitt Farm-
house.  

Makers of Manners also 
manufactures small-batch knit-
wear and accessories for select 
apparel companies. There is 
a “Made Upstairs” collection 
available in the store, which 
includes original and renovat-
ed knitwear for men and wom-
en. Materials include locally 
sourced yarns from upstate New 
York flocks. A course of hand 
and machine-knitting classes is 
planned for the fall.

Ken Dean’s Garden at Mat-
tice will be open for viewing 
and picnicking. Ken, a botanist 
who was a long-time resident of 
the town, was a founding mem-
ber of OHPA and planted lilies, 
which would bloom for Oak 
Hill Day.

Historic buildings that will 

be open that day include Ford’s 
store, an early carriage house 
that is just opening a new shop, 
an 1830s law office, I U Tripp 
general store, Oak Hill Meth-
odist Church, St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church, Yellow Deli in Ly-
man Tremain Opera House and 
Lodge Hall.

Pidgin, housed in the Ford’s 
Store building, is operated 
by poet-collector Kostas An-
agnopoulos.  PIDGIN is best 
described as an antique shop 
with select contemporary mer-
chandise from brands and de-
signers that Kostas loves. It is 
a uniquely individualistic shop, 
hard to describe and yet funda-
mentally authentic. It is a place 
where one can spend hours pe-
rusing distinctive one-of-a-kind 
objects, or stock up on core es-
sentials of the perfect country 
weekend.

You can see there is lots to 
offer at Oak Hill Day, both old 
and new. Karen Patterson says 
if you would like to participate, 
don’t wait to be asked; please 
say so, but please say so as 
soon as possible. OHPA wants 
to include everyone who wants 
to participate and to have it run 
smoothly.  You can ask ques-
tions through the Oak Hill and 
Vicinity Facebook page.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Diane Dratz organizes the ice cream social at the end of the day with free 
ice cream from Stewart’s.

FILE PHOTO    
Vendor Chris Selkirk, from Richmondville, came to Oak Hill Day last year to sell his marinades, cooking and hot sauc-
es. There will be plenty of vendors on hand at this year’s event as well.

ALBANY — The New York State De-
partment of Environmental Conservation 
has announced hunters in New York har-
vested an estimated 211,269 deer during 
the 2021-22 hunting seasons.

The season’s harvest was down 17% 
last year and data points to a few factors 
for a cause, including the resurgence of 
Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease in cer-
tain regions of the state and fewer Deer 
Management Permits allocated. 

Bright spots included a 36% jump 
in youth deer harvests and a late-season 
deer harvest increase, particularly among 
young hunters, according to the DEC.

“DEC’s committed efforts to create 
new and exciting opportunities for young 
and seasoned hunters alike continue to 
enhance New York’s world-class hunting 
opportunities,” Seggos said. “Our pilot 
program for youth hunters, early ant-
lerless season, new Holiday Hunt, and 
longer daily hunting hours all enhanced 
opportunities for New York’s hunters 
to safely and successfully advance the 
state’s conservation management efforts 
and we look forward to continuing these 
important efforts to grow the next gener-
ation of ethical hunters.”

The 2021 estimated deer take includ-
ed 110,839 antlered bucks and 100,430 
antlerless deer. Statewide, this represents 
a 5% decrease in antlered buck harvest 
and a 25% decrease in antlerless harvest 
from the last season. 

In part, the decline in antlerless har-
vest was due to reduced allocation of 
Deer Management Permits and a natural 
correction from 2020 when antlerless 
harvests increased substantially (30%) 
from 2019, according to DEC. In addi-
tion, hunting success appears to have de-
clined in portions of the Hudson Valley, 
Long Island and near the eastern shore of 
Lake Ontario most heavily impacted by 
Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease (EHD) 
in 2021.

Hunters still took advantage of sev-
eral new opportunities afforded to them 
last year. First, DEC implemented a 
mid-September antlerless-only season 

in certain Wildlife Management Units 
where additional antlerless harvest was 
needed. This change, formally adopted 
just days before the season opened, re-
sulting in hunters taking nearly 2,000 
deer.

Also in 2021, state lawmakers estab-
lished a pilot program allowing young 
hunters, aged 12-13, to hunt deer with 
a firearm in counties that passed a local 
law to participate. Fifty-two counties 
opted in, resulting in a 47% increase 
(17,346) in young hunters licensed to 
hunt during the special Youth Deer Hunt 
and a 36% jump in harvests. A report 
of deer hunting by 12- and 13-year-old 
hunters is available on DEC’s website at 
dec.ny.gov.

Additionally, anecdotal reports from 
many Southern Zone hunters who par-
ticipated in the inaugural Holiday Deer 
Hunt were that participants enjoyed this 
new opportunity and found success in 
filling their tags for the season. The Holi-

day Hunt was a second portion of the late 
bow and muzzleloader season from Dec. 
26 to Jan. 1, designed to give hunters 
opportunity when students are on school 
break and families are gathered for the 
holidays. 

Late-season harvest increased ap-
proximately 10% with the additional 
days, and young hunters reported taking 
more deer during the Holiday Deer Hunt 
than during the traditional portion of the 
late bow and muzzleloader season. 

DEC is planning additional outreach 
to landowners who own snowmobile 
trails in areas open to the Holiday Hunt 
to understand their perspectives and 
decisions related to recreational use of 
their lands during this period. DEC will 
also continue to work with stakeholder 
groups to educate hunters, landowners, 
and other winter recreationists about 
compatibility of their activities by en-
couraging everyone to “Share the Snow.”

As always, DEC continues to pro-

mote hunter safety when afield. The 2021 
hunting seasons in New York were the 
safest ever, with the lowest number of 
hunting-related shooting incidents since 
record-keeping began.

Across the state, hunters continued 
to voluntarily pass up young bucks, and 
approximately 60% of the antlered bucks 
harvested were 2.5 years old or older. 
The goal of DEC’s Let Young Bucks Go 
and Watch Them Grow campaign is to 
preserve hunter freedom of choice while 
advancing the age structure of harvested 
bucks, predominantly into the 2.5-year-
old age class, and DEC is seeing that 
happen.

NOTABLE NUMBERS
• 15.6 and 0.6 — The number of 

deer taken per square mile in the units 
with the highest (WMU 8R) and lowest 
(WMU 5F) harvest density;

• 61.3% — The portion of the adult 
buck harvest that was 2.5 years or old-
er statewide, up from 45% a decade ago, 
and 30% in the 1990s;

• 47% — The portion of successful 
deer hunters that reported their harvest as 
required by law. This is down from 52% 
in 2019 but up slightly from 2020;

• 13,343 — The number of hunt-
er-harvested deer checked by DEC staff 
in 2020 to determine hunter reporting 
rate and collect biological data (e.g., age, 
sex, antler data).

• 8.4 % — The proportion of New 
York hunters who are non-residents, and 
the highest percentage on record; and,

• 2,713 — The number of deer tested 
for Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) in 
2021-22; none tested positive. DEC test-
ed 60,175 deer for CWD since 2002.

Deer harvest data are gathered from 
two main sources: harvest reports re-
quired of all successful hunters and 
DEC’s examination of harvested deer at 
meat processors and check stations across 
the state. Harvest estimates are made by 
cross-referencing these two data sources 
and calculating the total harvest from the 
reporting rate for each zone and tag type.

COURTESY OF PEXELS    
The state DEC has released deer harvest figures for the 2021-22 hunting seasons.

State releases 2021-22 deer harvest estimates
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Void where prohibited by law. Promotions may not be combined or used with prior purchases. Customer will receive 20% off list price for each window or door purchased and $150 off the entire project. Promotion to be applied by sales representative at time of 
contract execution with 8 window minimum purchase. Available at time of initial visit only. Expires 6/18/22. (t) No Money Down, No Interest, No Payments applies if the balance is paid in full within 12 months. Renewal by Andersen of Eastern NY [RBA] is neither 
a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided by 3rd party lenders unaffiliated with RBA, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements, approval and satisfactory completion of finance docu-
ments. RBA does not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing RBA customers. (x) For J.D. Power 2021 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. RBA is not responsible for typos. 
Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “Renewal by Andersen” and the Renewal by Andersen logo are registered trademarks of Andersen Corporation. All other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. © 
2022 Andersen Corporation.
 

(518)831-2442
CALL FOR A FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION! 

   3 WEEKS ONLY!

112 Rotterdam Corporate Park, Schenectady, NY 

R BA E a s t e r n N Y.c o m

NO Money Down  
NO Payments  
NO Interest 
FOR 1 YEARt

P
LU

S

FREE In-Home Consultation.
We come to you with samples and show you  
all your options.

Up-Front Pricing. NO Pricing Games.
The price we quote is the price you will pay.

Custom Measured.
Our windows and doors are manufactured to  
fit your home. We don’t modify your home to  
fit our windows and doors.

Master Certified Installers.
Our installers are factory-trained employees  
not sub-contractors. We will leave your  
home spotless.

3  
WEEKS
ONLY!

FLASH SALE

3

YOUR ENTIRE 
PROJECT 

20 %  

OFF*  
YOUR ENTIRE  

PURCHASE

OFF*   
 

$150  A
N
D

Renewal by Andersen® provides one  
rock-solid warranty that covers your  
windows, doors and installation.

ADDITIONAL

Recognized by J.D. Power for  
“Highest in Customer Satisfaction  

with Window & Patio Door  
Manufacturer Brands in the U.S.”
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 I wanted to thank everyone within the Ravena / Coeymans / 
Selkirk communities for their continued support over the last 
year. It has been difficult at times but we have managed to get 
through it and provide a helpful community service. We are back 
to regular business hours Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm / Sat 10am - 3pm 
/ Closed on Sundays
 Currently, with the volume of bottles and cans we are only 
taking drop offs - bring in your empties, place them in a designated 
area, we take your name and then give you the earliest time 
frame to come back or any time thereafter to collect your money.
Since opening in July 2018, we have helped raise approximately 
$52,500, which is almost 924,000 bottles/cans for 50 different 
organizations which anyone can donate to.
 We look forward to servicing the community in the future. 
If you have any questions regarding operation, donations or 
fundraisers please reach out....

Shane DeCrescenzo

Just Makes Cents
Bottle & Can Redemption Center

518-577-3084
Justmakescents6@gmail.com

Building Your Dream Home?

ANNIVERSARY

ANNIVERSARY

Apply online in minutes at nbcoxsackie.com

Serving Greene, Schoharie and Albany Counties
1Pending credit approval. 11% down required. 

Rates and terms may change without notice. NMLS Co ID # 816880

National Bank of Coxsackie can Help
You with a Construction Loan1

•  We’re one of the few lenders that offer it!

•  Only 11% down required with NO PMI

•  Single closing with flexible disbursement schedules

•  No points, application, credit bureau, 
application or inspection fees

•  Competitive rates

For Children 1-16 
from R.C.S. School District

Coeymans Filtration Plant
Route 144 • Coeymans, NY

REGISTRATION 
Starts at 8:30AM - 9:00AM
You must register to receive a prize

FISHING
From 9:00AM - 10:30AM

Hot Dogs & Drinks 
served afterward

R.C. SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

R.C.
Fishing Derby

- 43RD ANNUAL -

SUNDAY, JUNE 12, 2022

PRIZES FOR ALL KIDS 
PARTICIPATING • TROPHIES
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everyday steps we can all take to stay safe.
Assistant Chief John Wallace from the 

New Baltimore Fire Department offered 
some key tips to prevent home fi res.

“Number one, make sure you have very 
good smoke detectors,” Wallace said. “Try to 
have home fi re extinguishers placed where 
you can use them in your home and in your 
garage. Those are the biggest things.”

And with lawn mowing season upon us, 

Wallace advised caution in how gas cans to 
fi ll up those mowers are stored.

“Don’t store gasoline where it can be 
ignited,” Wallace said. “Don’t keep it in the 
sunlight because it expands and if the vapors 
come off, it can ignite.”

Wallace said he was glad to see a good 
turnout of local residents for the event at the 
fi rehouse.

“I’m glad a lot of people came out today,” 
Wallace said. “We just want to keep everyone 
safe.”

HEALTH, from page 1

Brian Hemlock and John Barr of TCI NY join RCS High School 
students on their annual field trip to the “Trail of the Fallen” to 
honor those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice for our nation. 
Located near West Point the students participated in a day-
long team-building exercise with military staff. TCI sponsored 
part of the trip. There is an ever-expanding mound of stones, 
benches, and painted rocks placed in memorial to the lives lost 
during military conflicts. The students decorated four rocks of 
their own and took turns carrying them up to the memorial.
“It is important that we as a country and a community, remember 
and appreciate all of those who have served in the United 
States Armed Forces,” said Mr. Hemlock. “We have both active 
and retired military working at TCI.
Over the years, TCI has developed a strong partnership with 
RCS High School awarding scholarships to RCS High School 
Seniors and providing rewarding paid internship opportunities. 
The company now employs several former interns in good 
paying full-time jobs with benefits.
Lisa Patierne, Principal at RCS, said, “Not every student will go 
onto college. TCI provides students with paid worked based 
learning opportunities that can lead to a promising career.”
“This private-public partnership between TCI and RCS is a 
perfect example of career exploration and readiness that is 
paramount to developing a skilled workforce” states Brian 
Williams, Executive Director of the Capital Region Workforce 
Development Board.
To apply for a job at TCI, please call John Barr at 518-756- 9997. 
For more information, please visit our website at www.tci-ny.com.

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL HOME FOR 60 YEARS!

741 DELAWARE AVENUE, DELMAR, NY 12054

(518) 439-5560
WWW.MEYERSFUNERALHOME.COM

A family owned funeral home, started in 1968 by 
Ben Meyers of Alcove. In recent years taken over by 

his son, Stephen; who lives in Ravena. 

For personal service, flexibility and cost savings on 
your cremation and burial needs. Just 13 miles from 
downtown Ravena. I know people do not like to talk 
to the tax man or funeral director, but if I can be of 

any help at the time of need, please feel free to call.  

Stephen Meyers - Where the name on the sign out 
front matches the guy you talk to.

Burials starting at $2,835
Cremations starting at $995

It’s Like Wood but Stronger

Your deck should be a source of relaxation 
and comfort, not constant upkeep.  

With low-maintenance, durable TimberTech® AZEK 
capped PVC decking, you can spend more time 

relaxing in the sun and less time treating your deck. 
Plus, it can help improve the value  of your home.  

Greenville  |  Windham  |  Latham

*Non-stock / Special order*

Seasonal 
Full & Part-Time Housekeeping

Pine Lake Manor
An All Inclusive Family Vacation Resort

WE’RE HIRING AT

WWW.PINELAKEMANOR.COM

Please Call 518-966-5745
Come Join the Family!!

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
A race car owned by New Day Motors of Athens was on display at the firehouse, giving kids — of 
all ages — the chance to check out a real working race car.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
A visitor checks out safety tips offered by New York state forest rangers at Health and Fire 
Safety Day.
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• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

Nation
Pickers

• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

2530 Route 9W, Ravena, NY
Closed Monday • Open 11-5
Saturday’s 10-5
518.495.9225

An Affordable 25 Multi Dealer
Antique / Vintage / Collectable Shop

FOUNDED IN 1958

Anatriello Agency
Insurance of course!

2477 US Route 9W, Ravena, NY 12143
Johna@AnatrielloAgency.com • AnatrielloAgency.com

“Excellent to do 
business with.”

-Peter Mahan

“Very friendly and 
knowledgeable 

people. A 
pleasure to do 
business with!!”

-Darrell Owens

“Competitive prices. 
Detail oriented and personalized 

service. Thumbs up.”

-Pete Foronda

HOUSEAUTO BUSINESS
u Personal Service

u Attention To Detail

u Over 60 Years Of Family Owned Business 

u Providing Service To The Community

contract that would take effect in 
January 2023.

Macko said at the May 16 
meeting that the contract issues 
have nothing to do with the ser-
vices the squad provides, but 
rather the contract terms that were 
proposed.

“We are very pleased with the 
services that the Greenville Res-
cue Squad provides — they do a 
fabulous job,” Macko said. “We 
are very pleased with the services 
that are provided. I really, truly 
wish that we could try to come to 
terms with a contract.”

After contract negotiations 
came to a standstill early this 
year, Macko said at the board 
meeting that he will reach out to 
the group’s board chairman, Ted 
Nugent Jr.

“We will try to come up with 
some kind of an agreement that 
works,” Macko said. “My con-
cern with the taxpayers is the fi rst 
year of the proposed contract that 
we got shortly before Christmas 
was pretty near a 34% increase in 
the tax rate for the rescue squad 
for one year. And then it drops 
back more in line with 1.7%, 
1.8% for the remaining four years 

of a fi ve-year contract.”
There are also other contracts 

that are in negotiations this year, 
including the town’s agreements 
with the Teamsters union and the 
Freehold Volunteer Fire Compa-
ny, Macko said.

“It’s going to be a busy time,” 
he said.

Contract negotiations are also 
taking place against a backdrop 
of record infl ation rates and rising 
prices.

Greenville Rescue Squad 
board member Clif Powell III 
said those high prices, coupled 
with the need to raise salaries to 

retain emergency medical techni-
cians in a competitive job market, 
are seriously impacting the orga-
nization.

“What the town is paying 
doesn’t even cover the salaries,” 
Powell said.

Neighboring ambulance ser-
vices have raised their own sala-
ries recently to hold onto employ-
ees and attract new ones, and the 
Greenville squad needs to keep 
up, Powell said.

“We have to look at raising 
salaries again in order to keep 
people,” Powell said. “Getting 
and keeping personnel is the 

hardest part.”
Macko agreed maintaining ad-

equate numbers of employees is a 
challenge in the current economy, 
but said the proposed contract is 
not doable.

“We are going to have to try 
to work it out,” the town supervi-
sor said. “A 34% increase in one 
year in this economy — I don’t 
know what the solution is and 
it’s not unique to Greenville. It’s 
everywhere. Everybody is going 
through the same thing.”

The Greenville Rescue 
Squad’s current three-year con-
tract will expire Dec. 31.

BUDGET, from page 1

Deep Steam Extraction
For your carpets, upholstery, 

vehicle, & office!

518.756.2669
Raymond Magee - Owner

Brightway 
Cleaning Service

Call Today 518.528.0144
challacombeconstruction@gmail.com

Challacombe Spray Foam

www.ChallacombeConstruction.com

Providing Kitchen and Bathroom 
Remodels and Spray Foam Applications

ers and marchers was touching and a display 
of the community spirit in Greenville.

“I love it here. It always brings tears to my 
eyes,” Langdon said of the parade. “Whenev-
er something like this is done here, we always 
have strong support here in the community.”

Marchers, including law enforcement, the 
American Legion and other veterans’ groups, 
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, youth groups, lo-
cal businesses and organizations took part in 
the parade and afterwards, everyone gathered 
at Veterans Memorial Park at the intersection 
of Routes 81 and 32 for the Memorial Day 
service.

U.S. Army veteran Bill Myers, who 
served in the Korean War between 1951 and 
1954, said he appreciated the large turnout to 
support veterans and to honor fallen troops. 
His wife, Beverly Myers, was gratifi ed to see 
the number of people who came to show their 
support.

“It’s wonderful to see all the people that 
came out,” Beverly Myers said. “There are a 
lot of people here this year. People have been 
cooped up for so long, I think they are all 
ready to get out.”

American Legion Post 291 Auxiliary 
member Catherine Huber performed the na-

tional anthem and “God Bless America” to 
close out the ceremony. The parade and ser-
vice were a tribute to the community, she said.

“It’s spectacular, it really is,” Huber said. 
“It always warms my heart when I am stand-
ing here at the gazebo and I look out and see 
all the kids and all the community organiza-
tions. It just warms my heart.”

Past Chaplain Jerry Adinolfi  from Amer-
ican Legion Post 291 performed the invoca-
tion and benediction, and spoke before the 

ceremony of the importance of honoring 
those who gave the ultimate sacrifi ce for their 
country.

“We need to honor the men and women 
who through the years have given their lives 
so we can be here and be free, and not be told 
what to do, to live according to the Constitu-
tion of the United States,” Adinolfi  said.

Memorial Day was originally called Dec-
oration Day and was created to honor those 
who died in service. Decoration Day was 

created three years after the end of the Civil 
War, on May 5, 1868, according to the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs website.  The 
birthplace of the holiday remains uncertain, 
with 25 cities claiming to be the fi rst to cele-
brate it, but in 1966, President Lyndon John-
son and Congress declared Waterloo, NY, to 
be the “birthplace” of Memorial Day, accord-
ing to the department.

American Legion Post 291 Commander 
Raymond Albin was the keynote speaker for 
the service and spoke of the sacrifi ces made 
by American heroes.

“Memorial Day is not about picnics and 
parades, though there is nothing wrong with 
enjoying and celebrating our American way 
of life,” Albin said. “Memorial Day is about 
gratitude and remembrance. It is about honor-
ing the men and women who made it possible 
for us to gather here today in peace.”

Monday’s large turnout for the parade was 
a tribute to the community, Past Commander 
Donald Savino said. 

“With what is going on in the country, to 
see people come out to show their patriotism, 
to honor the men and women who gave the 
ultimate sacrifi ce for our country,” Savino 
said, “it makes us veterans that are alive very 
proud of our community here in Greenville.”

PREVOST, from page 1

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The local Boy Scout troop showed off the red, white and blue during the Memorial Day parade 
Monday.
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By Dr. Billy Holland
For Capital Region Independent Media

One of the greatest mysteries 
is the perplexing relationship be-
tween God and humans. 

I cannot think of a more glo-
rious yet frustrating subject. Es-
pecially when it comes to people 
trying to fi nd answers when all 
they have is questions. 

I’ve counseled and given psy-
chological fi rst aid to those who 
have gone through a traumatic 
crisis and I’ve listened to people 
in hospital waiting rooms repeat 
that age-old question, “Why is 
this happening?” They cry and 
beg, but many times they cannot 
hear a sound from heaven, and 
usually neither can anyone else. 

I’m thankful for the holy 
scriptures that are wonderful 
promises, but nothing would 
be better than to sit down at the 
kitchen table with Jesus or at least 
one of His angels and have some 
coffee while we discuss all the 
things I would like to know. I’m 
sure that if we were given this 
glorious invitation that trusting 
God would be the foundation of 
the conversation.

The Bible reveals that God 
has all wisdom and authority and 
most Christians will agree that He 
wants to interact and intervene in 
our affairs, but this is where our 
ideas and hopes of communicat-
ing with Him take an unexpected 
turn. 

It’s common to hear the old 
saying, “My door is always 
open,” from those who want to 
make themselves available to us, 
and it could not be any more true 

than with God Himself. His pres-
ence is always with us and He is 
always listening. 

The question would be if we 
are listening? The Bible says “he 
who has ears to hear, let him hear 
what the Spirit has to say.” This 
would imply those who have a 
desire to hear. Have you noticed 
that straining your spiritual ears 
to hear God’s voice is very dif-
fi cult? It seems everything in 
the world will try to distract us, 
which allows us to see a glimpse 
of spiritual warfare. 

For those who are seeking 
God’s direction, I encourage you 
to add fasting to help bring pow-
er and clarity to meditation and 
prayer.

It is common to hear people 
say, “The Lord told me this and 
that,” and I believe this is won-
derful. We know God lives with-
in those who are born-again and 
Him communicating with us is a 
central part of our personal rela-
tionship with Him. 

Allow me to include the closer 
we are to Him, the better chance 
we will have to hear His still-
small voice. 

People have different percep-
tions of God, as some imagine a 
person sitting on a throne dressed 
in white who looks like Gandalf 
in the Harry Potter series. There 
are fl ashes of lightning all around 
Him and His voice sounds like 
layers of thunder. Others picture a 
younger man like the Jesus in the 
Chosen series who is walking on 
a dusty road and stops to talk to a 
group of children. He is kind and 
soft-spoken, and when you look 

into His eyes, you become drawn 
into the depths of His love. 

Whatever comes to mind 
when we talk to Him is fi ne, but 
the greatest miracle is that we 
have been given an opportunity 
to be as close to Him as we want.

Even though we are not able 
to see Him with our natural eyes, 
we are joined together with Him 
in our spirit and mind. How can 
we hear His instructions if we are 
not listening? We enjoy engag-
ing with others when we talk to 
them, but with God, we commu-
nicate through faith. Even though 
we can sense and appreciate His 
presence, it is still a challenge. 

I wonder if not being able to 
see Him is why many times we 
lose our focus and attention when 
we pray?

When we consider where we 
are today in our spiritual journey, 
we are grateful our Lord knew us 
from the beginning and had a de-
tailed plan for our destiny. Do we 
realize how much God loves us? 
We can never praise Him enough 
for all that He has done for us. It 
is always a blessing to remember 
that we did not fi nd God but He 
found us. 

Christ went to the cross be-
cause He knew we were lost, and 
we worship Him for becoming 
our savior and giving us eternal 
security. In His person, we have 
found our purpose, and in falling 
in love with Him we have found 
the true meaning of life.

Read more about the Christian 
life and how to order Billy’s new 
book about miracles and healing 
at billyhollandministries.com.

Those who have an ear, 
let them hear

Living on Purpose

Because you care! 
Sometimes, things don’t always work out at home for a child.     
New  York’s Office of Children and Family Services estimates that 130,000 

children around the state live with a grandparent, an aunt or uncle, or other 
family member. Some even live with close family friends. When a family member 
or close family friend assumes the responsibility of caring for a child, that’s called 
Kinship Care.        

Perhaps you are a kinship care provider, or know someone who is. If you are, 
you do it for all the right reasons. Because you care.  But there’s good news.    
St. Catherine’s Center for Children has launched a new program to support    
kinship caregivers in Albany, Schenectady, Greene and Ulster Counties. The     
program connects caregivers like you to a variety of community and public     
support services, providing you with the tools you need to succeed. Want to learn 
more? Call us at the number below, or email kinshipcare@st-cath.org 

St. Catherine’s Center for Children 
40 North Main Avenue, Albany, NY 12203 

www.st-cath.org  •  518-453-6700

St-Cath_Kinship Care_6-21_Layout 1  6/30/2021  2:37 PM  Page 1
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear 
from you. Send information about up-
coming events and news to news@

greenvillepioneer.com.   
(We need to have announcements  

at least two weeks in advance.)

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!

By Thomas Christopher
For Capital Region Independent Media

So many gardening books ap-
pear every year, the bulk of them re-
hashing familiar topics, that it’s easy 
to become jaded. Among the more 
routine offerings, though, occasion-
ally you find a gem. That’s how I’d 
classify Uli Lorimer’s new book, 
“The Northeast Native Plant Prim-
er: 235 Plants for an Earth-Friendly 
Garden.”

First, about the author – Uli 
Lorimer is the former curator of Na-
tive Flora at the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden and currently the director 
of Horticulture at the Native Plant 
Trust in Framingham, Massachu-
setts. 

During his 14-year tenure at the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Lorimer 
assisted in an acclaimed expansion 
of his garden, helping to create dis-
plays of habitats such as tallgrass 
prairie that thrived in the region 
before its development as a metrop-
olis. He gave the collection special 
authority by growing the plants 
from seed he collected in surviving 
scraps of local flora.

At the Native Plants Trust, 
Lorimer has supervised the further 
enrichment of its flagship public 
display garden, as well as the man-
agement of its nursery operations in 
which he continues to emphasize 
growing plants from locally collect-
ed, wild seed. 

Lorimer has made the knowl-
edge he’s acquired in these en-
deavors available to the public in 
this new book. That alone would 
be a significant contribution to gar-
dening literature. What I find most 
intriguing about Lorimer’s book, 
though, is the new context in which 
he presents this information. 

Right up front, for example, in 
the introduction, he shocked me 
with a statistic: a recent survey of 
the flora of the Northeast has re-
vealed that fully a third of the spe-
cies of plants growing in wild and 
uncultivated settings there are of 
foreign origin. That has a huge im-
pact on the native wildlife, which 
because it evolved in partnership 
with native plants typically derives 
much less benefit from the foreign, 
introduced ones. 

Gardeners need to do their part 
in reinforcing native plant popula-
tions with their plantings.

Lorimer also makes a persua-
sive case for avoiding the use of 
cultivars of native plants. These, 
because they commonly have qual-
ities favored by those schooled in 
traditional gardens, fill a dispropor-
tionate share of the shelves at gar-
den centers. 

Many of the native plant cul-
tivars bear extra-large or double 
flowers, or blossoms of unusual col-
or that appeal to our love of novel-
ty. Sometimes they have unusually 
colored foliage, and frequently they 
are more compact in their growth 
than most specimens you would 
find in the wild. These supposed ad-
vantages tend to make the cultivars 
less appealing to pollinators and to 
caterpillars and other insects that 
serve to feed birds and other ani-
mals further up the food chain. 

The worst deficiency of the cul-

tivars, however, is their genetic im-
poverishment. To perpetuate their 
special qualities, nursery growers 
have to propagate them by cloning, 
so that every one of the offspring is 
genetically identical to all the oth-
ers. By robbing the plants of their 
genetic diversity, this practice has 
a drastic impact on the population’s 
ability to adapt to changing condi-
tions such as a warming climate and 
makes it more vulnerable to diseas-
es and other pests.

Gardeners, Lorimer notes, by 
demanding native plants grown 
from locally sourced seed, can en-
courage nurseries to change their 
business model.

Most of the book, however, is 
devoted to practical information 
about how to plan and plant a gar-
den with native plants. The “Get-
ting Started” section guides readers 
through the process of assessing a 
site or existing garden to identify 
what will flourish there and offers 
invaluable information on tech-
niques that will make planting more 
successful. 

I also appreciated the plant pro-
files, which occupy the latter three 
quarters of the book. These offer 
information about the preferred 
habitat of the plant under consider-
ation as well as a description, tips 
about its horticultural needs, and 
the types of wildlife it supports. 
The photographs included with 
each profile, almost all taken by the 
author, feature many portraits of 
special attractions such as the bril-
liant fall foliages of smooth sumac 
and black tupelo, or the sculptural 
spring fiddleheads of the ostrich and 
cinnamon ferns. Particularly useful 
was the section profiling native an-
nuals, a group of plants too often 
overlooked in our enthusiasm for 
the more lasting display of native 
perennials. Providing quick cover 
and color, native annuals are espe-
cially useful in a young garden, and 
for filling gaps that might otherwise 
become an opportunity for weeds.

To learn more about “The 
Northeast Native Plant Primer,” 
listen to a conversation with Uli 
Lorimer on the Berkshire Botanical 
Garden’s “Growing Greener” pod-
cast at www.bershirebotanical.org.

Be-a-Better-Gardener is a com-
munity service of Berkshire Botani-
cal Garden, located in Stockbridge, 
Mass. Its mission, to provide knowl-
edge of gardening and the envi-
ronment through a diverse range 
of classes and programs, informs 
and inspires thousands of students 
and visitors each year. Thomas 
Christopher is a volunteer at Berk-
shire Botanical Garden and is the 
author or co-author of more than 
a dozen books, including Nature 
into Art and The Gardens of Wave 
Hill (Timber Press, 2019). He is the 
2021 Garden Club of America’s Na-
tional Medalist for Literature, a dis-
tinction reserved to recognize those 
who have left a profound and last-
ing impact on issues that are most 
important to the GCA. Christo-
pher’s companion broadcast to this 
column, Growing Greener, streams 
on WESUFM.org, Pacifica Radio 
and NPR and is available at berk-
shirebotanical.org/growinggreener.

A gem of a  
gardening book

Be A Better Gardener

The Greenville Pioneer • Friday, January 17, 2020                                                                                                           13  

GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations
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By Russell Gloor
For Capital Region Independent Media

Dear Rusty: My wife started receiving 
her Social Security at 65 (her full retirement 
age) and she will be 69 years old this July. I 
was able to receive half of her Social Security 
under an older law.

This April, I will turn 70 and will start to 
receive my own Social Security. I know I will 
no longer be receiving a spousal benefi t at that 
time, but what I don’t understand is will my 
wife be able to claim a spousal benefi t and 
collect 50% of my Social Security? She pres-
ently is receiving about $930, but 50% of my 
Social Security could be around $1,800. 

Can you provide any insight on this? 
Signed: Turning 70 

Dear Turning: You are correct that you 
are now collecting your spouse benefi t under 
an “old law,” which was changed by the Bi-
partisan Budget Act of 2015 and is no longer 
available to anyone born after Jan. 1, 1954. 

You are also correct that since you are now 
receiving a spousal benefi t from your wife on 
a “restricted application for spouse benefi ts 
only,” you can claim your personal SS retire-
ment benefi t to start at age 70, at which time 
your spousal benefi t from your wife will stop. 

You can apply for your age 70 benefi t 
now. FYI, you can do this online at www.ssa.
gov — there is a question on the application 
which asks if you are now collecting bene-

fi ts from anyone else, to which you should 
answer “yes” and provide your wife’s Social 
Security number. 

To apply online, you’ll need to fi rst cre-
ate your personal “my Social Security” ac-
count, which is easy to do at www.ssa.gov/
myaccount. Of course, you can also apply 
by phone at your local SS offi ce or by call-
ing 1-800-772-1213, but applying online is 
by far the most effi cient method.  After you 
have submitted your application for your own 
SS retirement benefi t, your wife can apply for 
a spousal benefi t from you, but her spousal 
benefi t amount may not be precisely as you 
believe. 

First, your wife’s spousal benefi t will be 
based on the benefi t amount you were enti-
tled to at your full retirement age (FRA) of 66, 
not your age 70 benefi t amount. Second, your 
wife was born in 1953, so her full retirement 
age is 66 (not 65). If your wife claimed her 
own SS benefi t at age 65, she actually claimed 
a year early, so it was slightly reduced from 
her full benefi t amount. That isn’t a bad thing 
because it allowed you to collect your spouse 
benefi t a year earlier, but it will slightly affect 
her spousal benefi t from you and make it a bit 
less than 50% of your FRA benefi t amount. 

When a spouse takes their own benefi t 
early, their spousal amount will be less than 
50% because of the way spouse benefi ts are 
calculated. Your wife’s new benefi t as your 
spouse will consist of two parts — her own 

benefi t and a “spousal boost” to bring her 
payment to her spousal entitlement. 

Her “spousal boost” — which is the dif-
ference between her FRA benefi t and half 
of your FRA benefi t — will be added to her 
slightly reduced age 65 benefi t and the total 
becomes her spousal payment, but it will 
be a bit less than 50% of your FRA benefi t 
amount. 

Nevertheless, you were smart to take ad-
vantage of an “old law,” which permitted you 
to get a spouse benefi t from your wife while 
your own benefi t grew to maximum.

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent legal 
or fi nancial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the AMAC Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association (NSSA). 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its staff 
are not affi liated with or endorsed by the So-
cial Security Administration or any other gov-
ernmental entity. To submit a question, visit 
our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.org.

Will my wife get a spouse benefi t when I claim at 70?
Social Security Matters

Treat a Friend to a Round @ Rainbow – ON US!
Pay your greens fee, rent a cart, and your friend golfs with you for FREE* 

* Both golfers must sign up to receive our 
updates and offers by email. Offer good 
for 1 free round of golf only per person.

RAINBOW RESORT & GOLF CLUB 
3822 County Rte. 26, Greenville, NY 12083

11780 Rte. 9W • Coxsackie, NY 12192 • 518.653.5367

All Natural ‘I Scream’ 

Ice Cream • Hotdogs

Ice Cream Cakes 
For Any Occasion!
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