
The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  June 17, 2022                                                                                         1The Greenville Pioneer • Friday, April 10, 2020                                                                                                           1  

Friday, April 10, 2020 • $1.50

COVID-19 death toll 
could reach 240,000

See page 9

We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
News about COVID-19 is chang-
ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
ably changed since we sent this 
paper to the printing presses. We 
encourage you, if possible, to 
visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/greenvillepioneer 
where we are sharing breaking 
news, closings and cancelations. 

To our readers,

Thank you, 
The Greenville Pioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―
Everyone is aware by now 
of mandates to practice so-
cial distancing, hand hygiene 
and other ways of preventing 
transmission of the coronavi-
rus, but here’s a possible dan-
ger you may not have thought 
of — spreading the virus 
through your trash.

Trash disposal was deemed 
an “essential” service by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo when he put 
strict regulations in place in 
the battle against COVID-19. 
But waste-disposal experts say 
there are risks if garbage is not 
handled and packaged proper-
ly — and that is a concern for 
them.

In Greenville, the town 
recycling center is open, but 
with limited hours. Town res-
idents needing to dispose of 
trash or recyclables can stop 
by the center from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday and Sat-
urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
the community safe, we ask 
that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Trash is a possible danger when it comes to spreading COVID-19.

Trash can pose 
COVID-19 risk

See TRASH, page 10

Schools 
remain 
closed

By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

GREENVILLE—Schoo l s 
will remain closed statewide 
through mid-April and the state’s 
fi rst temporary hospital was 
completed in New York City on 
Friday as New York remains the 
nation’s epicenter for the novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Schools will now remain 
closed statewide through April 
15. Schools across New York 
were ordered closed March 18 
through April 1 to be reassessed 
every two weeks. The state’s 
waiver was extended for school 
districts to receive state aid with-
out holding physical classes for 
180 days. 

During this time, schools are 
still required to provide continu-
ity of instruction, meals for stu-
dents and information on avail-
able childcare resources

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier,” 
said Greenville Central School 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland. “When the District 
receives additional guidance 
concerning the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, we will be able 
to share more details and answer 
additional questions, including 
those surrounding spring break, 
grading, and other regulatory 
requirements. We recognize the 
diffi culties faced by our students 
and families and ask for patience 
during these unprecedented 
times.”

“Our teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families have done an 
amazing job working together to 
keep our students engaged while 
schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
proposed budget amend-
ment that would cut local 
voices out of the solar per-
mitting process is moving 
forward despite pushback 
from Greene and Columbia 
county officials.

Negotiations are con-
tinuing on the proposed 
changes to siting solar and 
wind energy, known as the 
Accelerated Renewable 
Energy Growth and Com-
munity Benefit Act, said 
Jordan Levine, deputy com-
munications director for the 
energy and environment in 
the office of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“It is impossible to say 

if anything outside the 
normal will get done, but 
renewable energy siting is 
still on the table,” he said.

Since the budget amend-
ment was announced on 
Feb. 21, local officials have 
warned that changing so-
lar siting laws to abolish 
the existing review process 
would violate home rule 
and diminish local author-
ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
Supervisor Rick Hanse.

“We are at the mercy 
of the state whether they 
take it out of the budget, 

and should it pass, the state 
will have complete authori-
ty to override town zoning 
laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
ist.”

Hanse said local offi-
cials have been lobbying 
lawmakers to debate the 
proposed amendment sep-
arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 

the amount of ‘touch’ our drivers have on garbage.”
— CARMEN BARBATO JR., OWNER OF CARMEN BARBATO, INC.

O�  cials are 
concerned that the 
proposed changes 

could accelerate the 
development of solar 
farms across Greene 

and Columbia 
counties, including 

Hecate Energy’s 
proposed 700-acre 

facility in Copake and 
the Flint Mine solar 

project in Coxsackie.
See SOLAR, page 10

Growing local business in a digital world
By Melanie Lekocevic
For Capital Region Independent Media

RAVENA — For local businesses looking 
to grow their customer base in an increasingly 
digital world, optimizing their online pres-
ence can be a challenge.

A free digital marketing seminar at Faith 
Plaza in Ravena looked to streamline the pro-
cess and educate business owners about how 
they can take simple steps that will yield big 
rewards.

The seminar, hosted by Capital Region 
Independent Media — which publishes the 
Greenville Pioneer — was held in the fel-
lowship hall of Abounding Love Christian 
Fellowship.

“Digital marketing is not the future of 
business, it is the present, it is right now,” 
said Warren Dews Jr., vice president of Capi-
tal Region Independent Media and publisher 
of the Greenville Pioneer. “We are living in 
a digital world, and companies that want to 
grow and move forward have to know how 
to market their product and their image in an 
online marketplace.” 

Katherine Haine, president and CEO of 
City Media, and a renowned digital market-

ing expert, was the instructor for the seminar. 
She held an interactive session with several 

local business owners offering tips and advice 
for online marketing strategies, and at the 
seminar’s conclusion she performed a “digital 
health check,” looking at each business’ on-
line presence and offering recommendations 
for strengthening it.

Joyce Musso, co-owner of Hi-Tech Ad-
visers on Main Street, Ravena, learned about 
steps she can take to improve both her website 
and her company’s social media presence.

“I came here to learn how to interact better 
with customers through social media,” Mus-
so said. “I learned that I need to optimize our 
website a little better, make the phone number 
clickable, make the Instagram and Facebook 
clickable, make it more user friendly for a 
phone. She did my digital health check and 
those are the things I learned — it was very 
helpful.”

Haine, who has been working in digital 
marketing for more than 20 years, said when 
a business owner evaluates their website and 
online presence, they should look at it through 
their customers’ eyes.

“The most important thing is looking at 
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ZBA seeks 
more info on 

hotel variance
See page 8

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

NEW BALTIMORE — After two years of 
being shut down due to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, last weekend’s AgFest was so popular, park-
ing spaces in the huge field next to the festival 
grounds were hard to find.

AgFest, the New Baltimore Antique Machin-
ery & Agricultural Festival, is held one week-
end every June at the Van Etten farm on Saw-
mill Road.

“We have been doing this for 31 years,” said 
William Burns, president of the AgFest Com-

See AGFEST, page 14

Greenville HS announces 2022 top 10
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — The Green-
ville Central School District an-
nounced the top 10 students for 
the Class of 2022.

This year’s valedictorian is 
Emma Haller and the salutatorian 
is Cheyenne Bogusz.

VALEDICTORIAN
Emma Haller will receive a 

New York State Advanced Re-
gents Diploma with Honors with 
Mastery in math and science. Her 
weighted grade point average 
through her four years of high 
school was 99.88.

Haller participated in multiple 
honors, Advanced Placement and 
International Baccalaureate class-
es, and has also served as histori-
an of the National Honor Society 
and secretary of student govern-
ment at the school. 

An active athlete in the high 
school sports program, Haller 
was a three-sport athlete, play-
ing varsity basketball, soccer and 
softball, excelling at second base 
and shortstop since eighth grade. 
She was named fi rst-team Pa-
troon Conference for soccer and 
softball, and second team for Sec-
tion 2 softball.

Haller is also a musician, per-

forming as a percussionist in the 
high school’s Concert Band and 
playing in the All-County Band 
for two years.

After graduating from Green-
ville Central High School on 
June 24, Haller will attend SUNY 
Oneonta, where she will major 
in Adolescence Education with a 
concentration in biology.

SALUTATORIAN
The Class of 2022 salutato-

rian is Cheyenne Bogusz. She 
will receive a New York State 
Advanced Regents Diploma with 
Honors with Mastery in math and 

See GREENVILLE, page 16

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Kids had the opportunity to ride around on tractors and other farm equipment at AgFest, held June 4 and 5 at the 
Van Etten farm on Sawmill Road.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Agricultural equipment and machinery was on display at AgFest in New Balti-
more.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Digital marketing expert Katherine Haine, of City Media, led a seminar at Faith Plaza helping 
business owners optimize their online presence. The seminar was hosted by Capital Region Inde-
pendent Media, which publishes the Greenville Pioneer.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The tractor-pull pitted drivers against each other to see who could pull a trans-
fer sled the longest distance.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Emma Haller is the valedictorian 
for Greenville Central High School’s 
Class of 2022.

AgFest celebrates area’s 
agricultural history

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Greenville Central High School 
graduating senior Cheyenne Bogusz 
is this year’s salutatorian.
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JUNE 2022
17-19 - Indoor Guided Tours at Thom-
as Cole National Historic Site, 218 
Spring Street, Catskill. Face coverings 
required.
18 - Bridge Street Belly Dance 2022, at 
2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., at  44 West Bridge 
Street, Catskill. For information and 
tickets, visit bridgest.org/bsbd-2022/
20 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 
p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 
32, Greenville.
20 - Juneteenth. No school.
21 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 Route 
81, East Durham.
24-26 - Indoor Guided Tours at Thom-
as Cole National Historic Site, 218 
Spring Street, Catskill. Face coverings 
required.
24-26 - Over Yondr Festival at 5143 
Route 81, Greenville. Visit www.overy-
ondrfestival.com/tickets for informa-
tion and tickets.
25 - Greene County Cruiser Car Show, 
all day, at Angelo Canna Town Park, 
Cairo.
24-26 - Over Yondr Festival, music and 
camping, 5143 Route 81, Greenville. 
Tickets available at overyondrfestival.
com.
25 - Round Top Bavarian Summer Fest, 
12-9 p.m., at Riedlbauer’s Resort, 57 
Ravine Drive, Round Top. Free parking 

and admission.
27 - New Baltimore Town Board work 
meeting, 7 p.m., at New Baltimore Town 
Hall, 3809 Route 51, New Baltimore.
27 - Greenville Board of Education 
meeting, 6 p.m., at MS/HS library, 
Route 81, Greenville.
JULY 2022
4 - Independence Day. All town offices 
closed.
5 - Durham Town Board workshop, 7:30 
p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 Route 
81, East Durham.
6 - New Baltimore Zoning Board of Ap-
peals meeting, 7:30 p.m., at Town Hall, 
3809 County Route 51, New Baltimore.
6 - Greenville Golden Years Club meet-
ing with a pizza party, at 12 p.m., Amer-
ican Legion Hall, 54 Maple Avenue, 
Greenville. 
7 - Cairo Planning Board meeting, 
7 p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
8-10 - Arts Around Greenville Studio 
Tour, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Information at 
www.cpog.org and on Facebook.
9- Second Saturday’s Film Series, host-
ed by Athens Cultural Center with out-
door screenings at Athens Riverfront 
Park, at 2 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. Free ad-
mission.
11 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
14 - New Baltimore Planning board 

meeting,  7 p.m., at Town Hall, 3809 
Route 51, New Baltimore.
14 - Brooks BBQ at the Greenville ga-
zebo in Veterans Park, intersection of 
Routes 32 and 81, 4 p.m. until sold out, 
to benefit the community programs 
of the Greenville Rotary Club. Chicken 
dinners are $13, rib dinners $15. No 
pre-sales, halves or a la carte. For more 
information email Greenvillenyrotary-
club@gmail.com.
14-17 - Grey Fox Bluegrass Festival, 
1 Poultney Road, Oak Hill. Visit www.
greyfoxbluegrass.com for more infor-
mation. 
16 - Finale festival of the Taste of the 
Catskills Irish Arts Week, 2267 Route 
145, East Durham. Workshops all week. 
Visit www.catskillsirishartsweek.com 
for more information.
18 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 
p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 
32, Greenville.
19 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 Route 
81, East Durham.
24 - Greene County Annual K-9 Golf 
Tournament, at Blackhead Mountain 
Lodge and Country Club, 75 Crows 
Nest Road, Round Top. Cost: $90 per 
person. Visit www.blackheadmtn.com 
for more information.
25 - New Baltimore Town Board meet-
ing, 7 p.m., at Town Hall, 3809 County 
Route 51, New Baltimore.
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  
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THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

To have your organiza-
tion’s events added to our 

calendar, please enter them 
online at www.greenvillepi-

oneer.com
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

2               The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  October 22, 2021

news@greenvillepioneer.com   •  www.greenvillepioneer.com
413-212-0130 

ADVERTISING - All advertising requests must be made one week in advance. 

NEWS DESK - News items must be received twelve days prior to publication.  

OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed with a funeral home. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. Authors are limited to one letter every 30 days. 
Letters are published at the discretion of the editor and must be original content.  

POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 164 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 149 
Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The cost for a subscription is $36 annually.

Mark Vinciguerra
PRESIDENT

Warren Dews, Jr., 
PUBLISHER 

wdewsjr@gmail.com

2	 	 													The Greenville Pioneer • Friday, April 24, 2020

news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  •  www.greenvillepioneer.com 
413-212-0130

ADVERTISING - All advertising requests must be made one week in advance.  

NEWS DESK - News items must be received ten days prior to publication.   

OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed with a funeral home.  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. Authors are limited to one letter every 30 days. 
Letters are published at the discretion of the editor and must be original content.  

POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is published every other Friday by Capital  
Region Independent Media, 164 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 149 
Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The cost for a subscription is $30 annually.

Mark Vinciguerra
Publisher

Warren Dews, Jr., 
General ManaGer 

wdewsjr@gmail.com

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic there are no upcoming 
events or public meetings. Please stay safe and stay home.

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies 
consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel 

Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Terminal & 
Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and 

Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and 
management team to always perform at the highest levels of 
safety and professionalism. We deliver service by maintaining 
a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and 

integrity drive our actions on and off the job.

494 Western Turnpike  
Altamont, NY

Phone: 518.355.6034 
www.carvercompanies.com

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

For over 30 years, the Carver 
Company’s Core Compe-

tencies consist of General & 
Marine Construction, Sand 

and Gravel Mining, Property 
Management, Port, Stevedor-

ing, Terminal & Warehouse 
Management, Maritime and 
Logistics, and Tug and Barge 

Marine Towing. 494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

• Alexis Cummings, of Cairo, earned a spot 
on the dean’s list for the spring semester at The 
College of Saint Rose. Cummings is majoring in 
music education.

• Freehold resident Max Davis has been 
named to Clarkson University’s dean’s list for 
the spring semester. Davis is a senior majoring 
in communication, media and design.

• Lydia Ackerman of Hannacroix was named 
to the Lasell University dean’s list for the spring 
2022 semester.

• The following local students were named to 
the dean’s list for the spring semester at Clarkson 
University: Austin Field, of Freehold, a junior 
majoring in engineering and management; Jarrett 
Field, of Freehold, a senior majoring in aeronau-
tical engineering; Faichal Iravena Ayeva, of New 
Baltimore, a senior majoring in engineering and 
management; and Seamus O’Hanlon Kappel, of 
Freehold, a senior majoring in civil engineering.

• Greenville resident Alice Brennan has been 
recognized with a gold-level leadership mile-
stone through SUNY Oneonta’s LEAD (Lead-
ership Education and Development) program. 
Brennan is studying English and meteorology 
and earned the distinction through a commitment 
to improving oneself and enhancing knowledge 
by exploring leadership opportunities, partici-
pating in campus organizations, and service to 
the campus community. 

• The following students were named to the 
spring 2022 President’s List at Hudson Valley 
Community College: Tayler Silvano, of Medusa; 
Falynn DeLaunay, of Earlton; Stephen Kehoe, or 
Westerlo; Nicole Torrey, of Greenville; Morgan 
Post, of Westerlo; Ayden Myhre, of Greenville; 
Amber Stewart, of Greenville; Tina Noeth, of 
Westerlo; Jessica Wank, of Rensselaerville; Jessi-
ca Scarlata, of Earlton; Steven Maggio, of Cairo; 
Lauren Hallenbeck, of Medusa; Rebecca Dean, 
of Westerlo; Zaria Caprio, of Medusa Skyla Van-
fleet, of East Durham; Whitney Knapp, of East 
Durham; and Ryan Blair, of Greenville.

• Ten local students earned a spot on the dean’s 
list for the spring semester at Hudson Valley 
Community College. They are: Kasey Nobles, of 
Cairo; Jacob Hemingway, of Westerlo; Jeanette 
Martines, of East Durham; Sophia Vogel, of West-
erlo; Lucas Mistler, of Greenville; Hanna Revell, 
of Greenville; Jaimee Knapp, of East Durham, Gi-
anna Mancuso, of Greenville; Jordan Metzler, of 
Cairo; and Nicole Quinn, of Greenville.

• Nazareth College student Madison Gerken, 
of Rensselaerville, earned spring 2022 dean’s list 
honor.

• Greenville resident Alice Brennan received 
a 2021 Academic Achievement Award at SUNY 
Oneonta. Each academic department or program 
at the school selects one to three outstanding se-
niors to receive the award.

By John Grimaldi
For Capital Region Independent Media

WASHINGTON, D.C. — I 
miss my typewriter! I miss the 
sound and the feel of it. But, alas, 
they tell me, “It’s the 21st century, 
get with it.” 

My response is, “I could pick 
a century out of a hat and get a 
better one.”

I admit it — I am technologi-
cally deficient. So, I asked the ex-
perts to tell me why this 78-year-
old hack of a reporter needs a 
computer. Why do I need to know 
how to “surf the internet?” 

And here’s what the techies 
at a company called Avast had to 
say. They bill themselves as “a 
global leader in digital security 
and privacy” and I figured they 
would have the answers.

Q: I’m a senior citizen. I read 
newspapers and magazines, listen 
to the radio and watch TV. I get 
my information the old-fashioned 
way. Why is it so important for 
me to learn how to use a comput-
er?

A: The major benefit of using 
computers is simply the ability 
to stay connected in the modern 
world. Online banking, social 
media, many government ser-
vices and much more are moving 
increasingly, if not entirely, on-
line. It may soon be impossible to 

access any of these services with-
out a computer. In other words, 
if you’re not digitally proficient, 
you can’t fully participate in so-
ciety these days. Once people 
find how technology can facilitate 
them in their passions and hob-
bies, they would find their own 
reasons to learn.

Q: I know how to turn on 
my computer, find information 
on the internet, and receive and 
send emails. Isn’t that enough... 
doesn’t that make me digitally 
literate? What else do I need to 
know?

A: You need to learn how to 
stay safe online, practicing “de-
fensive internet use,” and under-
standing what happens with your 
data. It includes knowing how to 
set and manage strong passwords, 
keep on top of privacy settings, 
and having a basic understand-
ing of what’s safe and not safe to 
click on or visit online. If you can 
do that, you have a baseline for 
digital literacy.

Q: You say it’s important to 
use my computer and my cell 
phone in a safe way... to beware 
of con men. I say, it’s a good rea-
son for not using these devices.

A: People put up barriers to 
new technology because they 
think it’s kind of difficult. And in 
fact, it’s really just a bit like be-
ing an entrepreneur in that you 

need to prepare to fail. You need 
to just try things. A lot of adults 
lack confidence and feel scared to 
make mistakes. Yes, the experts 
agree, it can be dangerous to use 
cell phones or computers, but the 
benefits far outweigh these risks. 
You need to overcome that lack 
of confidence and feeling scared 
to make mistakes. You need to 
stop worrying about it and get on 
with it.

Q: You say that it will improve 
my life. I ask, how?

A: There are so many oppor-
tunities for senior citizens via a 
computer and the internet. They 
can find information about any 
hobby or any interest they may 
have. In addition, it can give 
them access to new friends and 
groups of people who share their 
passions. There are social media 
platforms dedicated to knitting 
and crochet, for example. There 
are thousands of car clubs on 
Facebook alone. There are even 
sites that can help retirees find the 
best prices on flights, hotels, cred-
it cards and more, ensuring that 
pensions can stretch even further. 
Whatever the passion, interest or 
benefit, you can find more, faster, 
online than you ever could off the 
internet.

John Grimaldi is an editorial 
contributor for the Association of 
Mature American Citizens.

Seniors who don’t use technology 
are missing out, experts say

College Corner
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

STATE POLICE
■ Jesse Taylor, 45, of 

Catskill, was arrested May 28 
at 7:56 p.m. in Catskill and 
charged with driving while in-
toxicated with a previous con-
viction in 10 years and aggra-
vated driving while intoxicated, 
both class E felonies. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Edward Ryman, 59, of 
Brooklyn, was arrested May 28 
at 11:41 p.m. in Windham and 
charged with driving while in-
toxicated, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Roy Fort, 32, of Catskill, 
was arrested May 29 at 3:19 
a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with driving while intoxicated, 
an unclassified misdemeanor. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Shane Ray, 39, of West 
Coxsackie, was arrested May 
28 at 5:03 p.m. and charged 
with second-degree menacing: 
violating an order of protection, 
a class A misdemeanor, and 
first-degree criminal contempt, 
a class E felony. His arrestee 
status was not reported.

■ George Kern, 66, of East 
Durham, was arrested May 28 
at 9:51 p.m. in Durham and 
charged with third-degree as-
sault and criminal obstruction 
of breathing, both class A mis-
demeanors. He was released on 
his own recognizance.

■ An unidentified 17-year-
old female, of West Nyack, was 
arrested May 29 at 7:30 a.m. in 
Cairo and charged with driving 
while intoxicated, an unclassi-
fied misdemeanor. She was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Jason Smith, 55, of Deer 
Park, was arrested May 29 at 
11:31 p.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with second-degree 
criminal contempt, a class A 
misdemeanor. His arrestee sta-
tus was unknown.

■ Jennifer Kuhn, 54, of 
Durham, was arrested May 30 
at 10:57 p.m. in Durham and 
charged with operating a motor 
vehicle with a blood-alcohol 
content over 0.08% and driving 
while intoxicated, both unclas-
sified misdemeanors. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Tyler Bianchi, 30, of Cai-
ro, was arrested May 31 at 6:22 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with 
second-degree assault and sec-
ond-degree strangulation, both 
class D felonies. He was held.

■ Daryl Schleede, 25, of 
Kingston, was arrested May 31 
at 11:10 p.m. in Catskill and 
charged with operating a motor 
vehicle with a blood-alcohol 
content over 0.08% and driving 
while intoxicated, both unclas-
sified misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Damon Rambharose, 
51, of Brooklyn, was arrest-
ed June 2 at 4 p.m. in Catskill 
and charged with third-degree 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance/narcotic drugs 
with intent to sell and criminal 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance/narcotics, both class B 
felonies; criminall possession 
of a firearm, a class E felony; 

third-degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a class D 
felony; and three counts of 
fourth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon/convicted fel-
on, a class A misdemeanor. He 
was held.

■ Leigh Bokser, 47, of Leeds, 
was arrested June 2 at 4 p.m. 
in Catskill and charged with 
third-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance/
narcotic drugs with intent to 
sell and criminal possession of 
a controlled substance/narcot-
ics, both class B felonies, and 
criminal possession of a fire-
arm, a class E felony. She was 
held.

■ Eduardo Lopez, 43, of 
Palenville, was arrested June 
2 at 11:20 p.m. in Catskill and 
charged with third degree crim-
inal possession of a weapon/
three or more firearms and two 
counts of third-degree criminal 
possession of a weapon/assault 
rifle, both class D felonies; and 
five counts of fourth-degree 
criminal possession of a weap-
on/convicted felon and one 
count of possession of a large 
capacity ammunition-feed de-
vice, both class A misdemean-
ors. His arrestee status was un-
known.

■ Miguel Lopez, 22, of 
Palenville, was arrested June 
2 at 7:52 p.m. in Catskill and 
charged with three counts of 
criminal possession of a fire-
arm, a class E felony; third-de-
gree criminal possession of a 
weapon/three or more firearms, 
a class D felony; and posses-
sion of a large capacity amuni-
tion-feed device, a class A mis-
demeanor. His arrestee status 
was unknown.

■ Jermaine Gotham, 21, of 
Coxsackie, was arrested May 
27 at 12:11 p.m. in Coxsackie 
and charged with first-degree 
possession of dangerous contra-
band in a prison, a class D felo-
ny. He was held.

■ Deshawn Owens, 28, of 
Coxsackie, was arrested May 
27 at 11:10 a.m. in Coxsackie 
and charged with first-degree 
prison contraband, a class D 
felony. He was held.

■ Samantha Gee, 19, of Cai-
ro, was arrested May 27 at 9:48 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with 
second-degree criminal con-
tempt, a class A misdemeanor. 
She was released on her own 
recognizance.

■ Lyane Bernard, 28, of 
Elizaville, was arrested May 
28 at 2:23 a.m. in Catskill and 
charged with operating a motor 
vehicle with a blood-alcohol 
content over 0.08%, an unclas-
sified misdemeanor. She was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Jessica Pooters, 34, of 
Saugerties, was arrested May 
28 at 2:39 a.m. in Hunter and 
charged with driving while in-
toxicated, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was released to 
a third party.

■ Jessica Collazo, 32, of 
Catskill, was arrested May 
28 at 2:39 a.m. in Hunter and 
charged with fifth-degree crim-
inal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class D felony, and 
manufacture of drug-related 
paraphernalia and seventh-de-
gree criminal possession of a 
controlled substance, both class 
A misdemeanors. She was is-

sued an appearance ticket.
■ Raymond Robles, 52, 

of Catskill, was arrested May 
28 at 2:39 a.m. in Hunter and 
charged with fifth-degree crim-
inal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class D felony; 
third-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance/
narcotic drugs with intent to 
sell and third-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance, both class B felonies; 
and manufacture of drug-relat-
ed paraphernlia, seventh-de-
gree criminal possession of a 
controlled substance and sec-
ond-degree criminal use of drug 
paraphernalia/scales, all class A 
misdemeanors. He was held.

■ Michael West, 30, of 
Philmont, was arrested May 
28 at 2:32 a.m. in Cairo and 
charged with second-degree 
unauthorized use of a vehicle 
and first-degree aggravated un-
licensed operation of a motor 
vehicle, both class E felonies; 
second-degree obstruction of 
governmental administration 
and resisting arrest, both class A 
misdmeanors; and operation of 
a motor vehicle with a blood-al-
cohol content over 0.08% and 
driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He 
was released to a third party.

■ Tyler Kadle, 28, of John-
stown, was arrested June 4 at 
3:35 a.m. in Tannersville and 
charged with fourth-degree 
criminal possession of narcot-

ics, a class D felony, and man-
ufacture of drug-related para-
phernalia and seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance, both class A 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.

■ Steven Tropeano, 58, of 
Catskill, was arrested June 3 at 
1:25 p.m. in Jewett and charged 
with third-degree criminal tres-
pass, a class B misdemeanor. 
He was issued an undisclosed 
bail bond.

■ Michael Lane, 35, of 
Catskill, was arrested June 3 at 
1:25 p.m. in Jewett and charged 
with second-degree criminal 
contempt, a class A misdemean-
or. He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Travis Hansen, 49, of 
Athens, was arrested June 3 
at 10:19 p.m. in Catskill and 
charged with operating a motor 
vehicle with a blood-alcohol 
content over 0.08% and driving 
while intoxicated, both unclas-
sified misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Diane Shanagher, 56, of 
Catskill, was arrested June 4 
at 1:28 p.m. and charged with 
manufacture of drug-related 
paraphernalia and seventh-de-
gree criminal possession of a 
controlled substance, both class 
A misdemeanors. She was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Garrett Dunbar, 31, of 
Catskill, was arrested June 4 
at 6:37 p.m. in Catskill and 

charged with second-degree 
menacing, a class A misde-
meanor, and third-degree crim-
inal possession of a weapon, a 
class D felony. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.

■ Shane Kiernan, 45, of 
Coxsackie, was arrested June 
4 at 10:26 p.m. in Coxsackie 
and charged with seventh-de-
gree criminal possession of a 
controlled substance, a class A 
misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Garrett Dunbar, 31, of 
Catskill, was arrested June 5 
at 9:46 a.m. in Catskill and 
charged with menacing a po-
lice/peace officer and third-de-
gree criminal possession of a 
weapon, both class D felonies, 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administra-
tion, a class A misdemeanor. He 
was held.

■ Aniyah Johnson, 24, of 
Brooklyn, was arrested June 5 
at 10:24 a.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with second-degree in-
troduction of contraband into a 
prison, a class A misdemeanor. 
She was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Thomas Kellogg, 48, of 
Leeds, was arrested June 7 
at 3:37 p.m. in Catskill and 
charged with third-degree men-
acing, a class B misdemeanor. 
He was released on his own re-
cognizance.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
5 Palisades Dr. Ste.320  |  Albany, NY 12205

Not all financial companies are the same.
Ameriprise financial advisors have access to a wide selection of products 

and services including investment products, insurance, brokerage services 
and other solutions to help you meet your needs for education savings, 

protection, estate planning, retirement and more.

RECOGNIZED INDUSTRY LEADER

www.Ameripriseadvisors.com/team/sm-miller-associates/resources

O: 518.458.7200 x 109  |  F: 518.458.7201  |  M: 518.337.0898

UNITED
WITH YOU

During these challenging 
times, you can rely on your 
newspaper to provide 
details about any resources 
that may be available 
to assist those who are 
vulnerable and in-need.

Together we help one another.
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n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
5 Palisades Dr. Ste.320  |  Albany, NY 12205

Not all financial companies are the same.
Ameriprise financial advisors have access to a wide selection of products 

and services including investment products, insurance, brokerage services 
and other solutions to help you meet your needs for education savings, 

protection, estate planning, retirement and more.

RECOGNIZED INDUSTRY LEADER

www.Ameripriseadvisors.com/team/sm-miller-associates/resources

O: 518.458.7200 x 109  |  F: 518.458.7201  |  M: 518.337.0898

UNITED
WITH YOU

During these challenging 
times, you can rely on your 
newspaper to provide 
details about any resources 
that may be available 
to assist those who are 
vulnerable and in-need.

Together we help one another.

Send us your church listing!
news@greenville 

pioneer.com

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CAIRO — A Cairo man was 
arrested May 25 and charged 
with choking and assault in a 
domestic incident, state police 
said in a statement Monday.

Joel Couvertier, 40, of Cai-
ro, was arrested May 25 after 
he turned himself in to the state 
police barracks in Catskill, po-
lice said.

The alleged incident oc-
curred May 24 at a home on 
Route 39 in the town of Cairo. 
State police from the Cairo bar-
racks responded to a report of 
a domestic incident in progress.

“When troopers arrived at 
the location, the suspect fled the 
area in a black Chevy pick-up 
truck,” police said. “Investiga-
tion revealed that the suspect, 
Joel Couvertier, age 40, from 

the town of Cairo, physically 
assaulted, choked and prevent-
ed the victim from calling 911.”

The alleged assault took 
place in front of three minors, 
police added.

An investigation revealed 
Couvertier had an order of pro-
tection against the victim and 
the children living in the home, 
according to police.

Couvertier was charged with 
first-degree criminal contempt, 
a class E felony. He faces ad-
ditional charges of criminal ob-
struction of breathing, third-de-
gree assault, fourth-degree 
criminal mischief, second-de-
gree criminal contempt and 
endangering the welfare of a 
child, all misdemeanors.

Couvertier was arraigned in 
the Town of Cairo Court and 
remanded to the Greene County 
Jail.

Cairo man accused 
of choking in  

domestic incident
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Jan’s 
Country Cuts

Walk-Ins Welcome
Call for an appointment

(518) 966-8349

4841 NY-81 Greenville, NY
WED - SAT: OPEN 9:30AM-5PM • SUN - TUE: CLOSED

unvaccinated individuals must wear a mask

BOOTH RENTERS CAN APPLY!

Carver Companies fundamental belief has been to provide 
unparalleled service all while maintaining our values of honesty 
and integrity both on land and sea. We pride ourselves on our 
unmatched logistics services and superior products to our 
customers, partners and tenants. We work hard to inspire our 
diverse, well-rounded workforce and management team to always 
perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism.

CONSTRUCTION MARITIME MATERIALS

The Pioneer of Integrative 
Solutions on Land and Sea

HEADQUARTERS: 494 WESTERN TURNPIKE | ALTAMONT, NY |  518.355.6034

WWW.CARVERCOMPANIES.COM

30+ Years
IN THE INDUSTRY

5 Ports
on the East Coast and Canada

2,000+ Pcs
OF EQUIPMENT

It’s springtime, and that means 
baby animals are being born and 
cared for.

DEER
Most fawns in New York are 

born in late May or early June, and 
the fi rst few months are a critical 
period for survival, according to 
the New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation. 

Fawn survival is heavily infl u-
enced by habitat quality, and those 
fawns that have good hiding cover 
and quality forage have the odds 
in their favor.

You can improve habitat for 
fawns on your lands by promoting 
native forbs in fi elds and forests.

• Avoid mowing large fi elds 
until mid-August — Mowing 
fi elds in June can kill or injure 
fawns. Large, unmowed fi elds 
provide excellent cover from 
predators and high quality native 
forage for fawns and their moth-
ers.

• Create patches of young for-
est within your woodlot — Re-
moving overstory trees and al-
lowing more sunlight to penetrate 
to the forest fl oor will stimulate 
growth of herbaceous plants and 
new tree seedlings. Fawn surviv-
al is typically lower in wooded 
areas than in areas with some ag-
riculture and fi elds, but increased 
greenery on the forest fl oor im-
proves cover for fawns, helping 
them to stay camoufl aged and 
protected from predators. It also 
provides more food for the fawn 
and its nursing doe.

• Keep winter in mind — 
Thinking ahead to winter proj-
ects, it is much easier to identify 
trees by their leaves than by their 
bark. Summer can be a good time 
to mark trees for winter cutting 
projects designed to enhance year-
round browse and cover. Contact 
a DEC forester or biologist for 
advice.

Employing these simple prac-
tices can help fawns survive into 
adulthood. After all, healthy fawns 
have a better chance of becoming 
healthy adults and improve our 

opportunity to “Let Young Bucks 
Go and Watch Them Grow!”

DUCKS
Throughout northeastern 

North America, ducks are setting 
up nests and hatching out duck-
lings.

The DEC is in year one of a 
four-year effort to better under-
stand mallard movements and 
how they affect their breeding 
success. More than 250 female 
mallards were fi tted with trans-
mitters and DEC and partners are 
monitoring their nesting attempts 
and success. 

Mallards are one of the most 
adaptable duck species in the 
world. Although most people as-
sociate waterfowl with nesting 
near water, mallards and most 
dabbling ducks are actually up-
land nesting birds. In the central 
part of the country, they com-
monly nest in short grass prairie 
near small potholes. In the east, 
we don’t have a lot of that type of 
habitat, therefore they have to be 

more adaptable. They will com-
monly nest in everything from 
fl ower beds to hay fi elds, to a hol-
lowed-out tree.

When ducks or other birds 
end up in front yards or gardens, 
DEC often gets phone calls from 
concerned people about what to 
do with the nest. As protected 
migratory birds, the best course 
of action is usually to leave the 
bird alone until she fi nishes nest-
ing. Ducks take about 25-29 days 
for their eggs to hatch, so the hen 
shouldn’t be there for more than a 
few weeks.

Unlike songbirds that stay in 
the nest for several weeks until the 
young birds can fl y, ducks leave 
the nest within about 24 hours and 
will walk their brood to a nearby 
waterbody. Sometimes a hen will 
move her brood up to four or fi ve 
miles across land.

For more information on the 
eastern mallard research project, 
or to follow along with migration, 
please visit Atlantic Flyway Wa-
terfowl Tracking Studies website.

Springtime means baby animals

www.facebook.com/GreenvillePioneer
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It’s springtime and that means baby animals are being born and cared for.

The need for blood donations doesn’t take a vacation. 
Summer is a challenging time to collect enough blood do-
nations to meet the needs of patients. That’s why the Amer-
ican Red Cross and Stewart’s Shops are incentivizing do-
nors with a sweet treat. 

For a seventh year, Stewart’s Shops is treating Red 
Cross blood donors to free pints of ice cream as a part of 
the “Give a Pint, Get a Pint” program.  

For the month of June, presenting donors at blood drives 
in 26 counties across upstate New York, including Greene 
and Albany counties, will receive a voucher for a free pint 
of Stewart’s Shops’ ice cream or gelato. Vouchers can be 
redeemed at any Stewart’s Shops location.

Gary Dake, president of Stewart’s Shops and a loyal 
blood donor, said, “This is one of our favorite campaigns 
because we are helping people in need of lifesaving blood. 
When you give a pint, you’ll get a pint of Stewart’s ice 
cream. And what’s better than ice cream in the summer?”

Every day, the Red Cross must collect enough blood to 
meet the needs of accident and burn victims, heart surgery 
and organ transplant patients, and those receiving treatment 
for leukemia, cancer or sickle cell disease. Someone needs 
blood every two seconds.

“We are thrilled to partner with Stewart’s Shops again 
this year with this critical and fun promotion,” said Kevin 
Coffey, regional CEO of the American Red Cross, Eastern 
New York region. “When summer hits our blood donations 
start to slow down, yet the need for blood is constant. Give 
A Pint, Get A Pint is a great way to remind people that their 
donation could save a life while getting thanked with the 
ultimate summer treat, ice cream.”

The need for blood is constant. Blood is only available 
through the generosity of donors. A diverse donor base is 
important and all blood types are needed. Each donation 
can help to save up to three lives. The Red Cross is looking 
for donations from people of all backgrounds to meet col-
lection needs. 

The Red Cross needs to collect about 12,500 blood do-
nations and more than 2,700 platelet donations to meet the 
needs of patients at about 2,500 hospitals and other facili-
ties across the country.

In most cases, there’s no blood donation deferral if you 
received a COVID-19 vaccine and you’re symptom-free 
and feeling well when you come to give. Learn more at 
RedCrossBlood.org. 

To donate blood, download the American Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, visit RedCrossBlood.org, call 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or enable the Blood Donor 
Skill on any Alexa Echo device to make an appointment or 
for more information. 

All blood types are needed to ensure a reliable supply 
for patients. A blood donor card or driver’s license or two 
other forms of identifi cation are required at check-in. In-
dividuals who are 17 years of age in most states (16 with 
parental consent where allowed by state law), weigh at least 
110 pounds and are in generally good health may be eligible 
to donate blood. High school students and other donors 18 
years of age and younger also have to meet certain height 
and weight requirements.

Stewart’s Shops 
offers blood 

donors a sweet 
reward in June
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Online Booking: 
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Full Body 
Waxing

Nails and 
Massages

Book with 
Savanah

518.545.8452

By Charlene Marchand
For Capital Region Independent 
Media

Last week I outlined steps 
pet owners should take to pre-
pare for a possible emergency. 
Here are additional important 
items to fill your emergency pet 
supply kits with:

• Comfort items (such as 
bedding, toys or pet treats)

• Latex gloves (for handling 
waste)

• A hot water bottle or other 
heating source in cold weather 
(for birds or reptiles)

• A spray bottle for misting 
in hot weather

• Cage liner and perch (for 
birds)

• A blanket or sheet to cover 
cages

• Exercise equipment (for 
small animals, such as hamsters 
or ferrets)

• A soaking bowl (for rep-
tiles)

• Important information and 
records (definitely include): 
Feeding schedule and dietary 
instructions, including any food 
your pet should not eat

• A recent photo of you with 
your pet (in case you become 
separated)

• A description of your pet 
(include species, breed, size, 
age, gender, coloring, special 
markings, etc.)

• A copy of your pet’s med-
ical records, including vaccina-
tion dates

• A copy of adoption or pur-
chase records

• An emergency release form 
for your pet’s backup caregiver

• Contact information for 
you, your pet’s veterinarian and 
a friend or relative that lives out 
of town

• A list of places where your 
pet can stay in an emergency 
(see above)

• Microchip information, if 
applicable

• A first aid kit. Ask your 
pet’s veterinarian about what to 
include. He or she may recom-
mend an animal first-aid book, 
saline solution, hydrogen per-
oxide, antiseptic wipes, cotton 
swabs, antibiotic cream, cotton 

bandage rolls, bandage tape, 
scissors, flea and tick medica-
tion, latex gloves.

To maintain your emergen-
cy supply kit, make sure you 
rotate food and water supply 
regularly (about every two 
months) to keep supplies fresh. 
Replace medication that is past 
its expiration date. Keep food, 
medication and papers in air-
tight, waterproof containers. 
Also, store the kit in a cool, dry 
place.

Get your pet microchipped. 
Ask your pet’s veterinarian 
about implanting this grain-
sized computer chip under your 
pet’s skin. Most animal clinics 
and shelters have scanners that 
can read the chip for a special 
number. If your pet gets lost 
and turned in to one of these 
facilities, the number can be 
used to find you in an animal 
database.

Any form of identification 
should include your pet’s name 
and the current contact infor-
mation for you and an out-of-
town friend or relative. Consid-
er putting all of this information 
on your pet’s collar tags, leg or 
neckband, and cage or carrier 
(using permanent ink).

To learn more about emer-
gency planning for your pet, 
contact your pet’s veterinarian 
or your local humane society.

Feel free to call us with any 
questions at 518-828-6044 or 
visit our website at www.cghs.
org. Our food bank is open to 
any from the public in need of 
pet food or for those wishing to 
donate food from 11:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. daily. Spay/neuter clinics 
for cats are $86 male or female, 
including a rabies vaccination 
and a 5-in-1 feline distemper 
combination vaccination. Nail 
clipping services are available 
every Saturday from 10-11 a.m. 
at the shelter for a donation of 
$10 for cats and $15 for dogs 
(currently prepaid only). 

Charlene Marchand is the 
chairperson of the Colum-
bia-Greene Humane Society/
SPCA Board of Directors. She 
may be contacted at cghsaar-
on@gmail.com.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Bo is a 4-year-old Domestic Shorthair tabby who was transferred to us from 
another shelter. He is incredibly sweet but would do best in a quiet home. 
Bo enjoys lounging around the cat room but loves to play on his terms.  If 
you’re looking for a friendly companion, stop by the shelter to meet with Bo 
today!

Emergency pet 
supply kits, Part 2

New York State Department 
of Environmental Conserva-
tion Commissioner Basil Seg-
gos reminds visitors to New 
York’s outdoor spaces to focus 
on safety before they head out 
to their outdoor adventures. 

Ahead of this summer’s 
recreational season, DEC con-
tinues to advance actions to 
promote public safety and im-
prove visitor experience, Seg-
gos said.

“Recreating safely and re-
sponsibly starts with planning 
ahead before visiting the Ad-
irondacks, Catskills, and any 
of New York’s wild places,” 
Seggos said. “Preparing for 
potential dangers and changing 
weather conditions and know-
ing your limits before hiking 
into the back country can mean 
the difference between life and 
death. To protect yourself and 
others, I’m encouraging out-
door adventurers to plan ahead 
and make smart decisions to 
prevent accidents before they 
occur.”

Visitation to state forest 
preserve lands is typically 
highest during the summer 
months. In partnership with 
state agencies, local munic-
ipalities and private entities, 
DEC is working to protect 
public safety, improve the visi-
tor experience during the busy 
season, and safeguard sensi-
tive ecosystems. 

Using recommendations 
outlined by the High Peaks 
Strategic Planning Advisory 
Group (HPAG) and Catskills 
Strategic Planning Advisory 

Group (CAG), as well as in-
put from local and community 
partners and outdoors enthusi-
asts, New York state continues 
to implement new strategies 
and adaptively manage the 
ongoing safety and resource 
needs of both Forest Preserve 
regions. 

BE PREPARED
Wear proper gear and attire, 

including sturdy, comfortable 
boots.

• Moisture-wicking syn-
thetic fabrics that keep your 
skin dry and help regulate your 
body temperature in both cold 
and warm weather - avoid cot-
ton as it holds moisture;

• Layered clothing is rec-
ommended even for summer 
hikes;

• Light-colored clothing, 
which will make it easier to 
see ticks

• Waterproof, sturdy and 
comfortable shoes or boots (no 
flip-flops);

• A watch or other 
time-keeping device;

• Trekking poles will reduce 
leg fatigue and joint pain; and

• Snowshoes and traction 
devices in the winter.

Hikers and others head-
ing outdoors should always 
let someone know where they 
are going, when they plan to 
return, and should provide up-
dates if there are any changes 
to the plan. Anyone heading 
out needs to be realistic about 
their fitness and skill level and 
not overestimate their abilities 
or underestimate the weather 

conditions.
Carry these essentials in a 

day pack on all hikes for a safe 
and enjoyable experience:

• Navigation: Map, com-
pass, GPS system and extra 
batteries.

• Insulation/Rain gear: Wa-
terproof/windproof jacket, hat, 
gloves, thermal undergarments 
(pack extra), wool socks (pack 
extra), and in winter goggles 
and a face mask.

• Light: Headlamp, 
flashlight, lanterns and extra 
batteries.

• First-Aid Supplies: Use 
a pre-made kit or build your 
own.

• Emergency Kit: Whistle, 
signal mirror, duct tape, pocket 
knife/multi-tool, bright-col-
ored cloth.

• Fire: Matches in water-
proof container, lighter, fire 
starters.

• Nutrition: Choose 
high-protein and high-calorie 
items, pack extra food.

• Water: Pack at least 2 li-
ters per person, carry more 
than you think you will need, 
and bring a water filtration or 
purifying system.

• Sun and Insect Protection: 
Sunglasses, sunscreen, hat, 
bug repellent and a bug net.

• Emergency Shelter: Tent, 
space blanket and tarp.

Those planning a trip 
should consider going with at 
least one other person. Hiking 
alone can be dangerous. Also, 
monitor trail conditions before 
your arrival and during your 
hike.

Summer hiking with an eye to safety
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HAPPINESS IS A WARM PUPPY
AND A WARM HEART

518-756-3127

By Pat Larsen
For Capital Region Independent Media

Yes, it’s deliberately spelled “weighting.” 
The point being to address the waiting game 
that we’ve been  playing, the getting ready, 
the planning and then hoping by some mir-
acle that during the night we’ve lost the CO-
VIDE 15-plus pounds that we’ve gained over 
the course of these past few months/years.

MY STORY: Because there’s no better 
place to start this topic than by highlighting 
my own limitations. Here goes.

Let’s start with lockdowns and the anxiety 
that followed as my No. 1 “excuse” for over-
eating and underexercising. Yes, even me, the 
fi tness instructor and hypnotherapist. 

I knew that cortisol, the hormone that 
regulates “fl ight or fi ght,” was being pumped 
into my system at alarming rates based on 
my tummy expansion. It was at the helm, I 
thought, and I was at the refrigerator door fre-
quently. 

Let’s not forget toilet paper shortages and 
while I was at the grocery store, potato chips 
and cookies might become in short supply 
also... so I did what any sane person who 
was freaking out would do, I bought extras. 
I vowed silently to portion out the sizes of 
snack items, take human bites out of my enor-
mous sandwiches heavily laced with mayo 
(something in non-critical times I NEVER 
used). I made believe it was essential to ward 
off a virus. I made believe a lot.

I would eat a bigger-than-usual breakfast, 
prepare for lunch an hour later, fi x my tea and 

dole out a few/a lot of cookies 
for that afternoon snack while 
awaiting the governor’s ad-
dress at noon. I made — are 
you sitting down — a pound 
of pasta for the two of us. 
Cook once, eat twice theory, 
but geez, I didn’t mean in the 
same sitting.  

The drive to be practi-
cal was real. The resulting 
“zoning” out was in charge, 
though.

I began to feel like some-
one had taken possession of 
my body and I was eating for two like during 
my pregnancies.

I would look at my bathroom scale like it 
was on the CDC’s list of things to avoid. I was 
just trying to comply, people. 

I began to consider covering my mirrors, 
then my husband stopped me before I de-
scended into total oblivion.  

What was I “weighting” for to stop this 
madness?

OK, next... What might your story be? 
Please keep in mind, I am a certifi ed and a 
trained hypnotherapist who often gets calls 
asking for help with weight loss. I love this 
work and I’m rather good at it. 

I heard many stories and the solid rea-
soning behind those who have struggled and 
failed. Most cited health issues and basically 
being overweight was now impacting their 
ability to have a knee replacement or their 
hypertension and heart health were reliant on 

losing weight. Not to mention 
that uncomfortable “discus-
sion” that you had with your 
doctor. (Side note: I still hav-
en’t gotten over being catego-
rized as “obese” by the nurse 
at the offi ce I go to.) Really?

I was mortifi ed and I’m 
still feeling THAT sting.

So, what were they 
“weighting” for? To sum it up 
— for more guidance, better 
ideas as to how to go about ap-
proaching weight loss as they 
aged, and relief from those 

limiting beliefs that haunted them.
As in... I can’t, it’s not possible, I am what 

I am, on and on. 
THE POSSIBLE SOLUTION: My solu-

tion, which just maybe can be yours, too, 
came from my shifting my focus. Taking con-
trol of my health, turning my attention to ask-
ing myself what it was that I needed. 

I had non-negotiable foods that I was un-
willing to give up and I honored them. I left 
defeatist mentality behind and approached a 
more positive mantra. I stopped the dialogue 
playing out in my head that told me all kinds 
of stuff like...

“You’re too old!” “What’s the use?” or 
“Who am I kidding?”

Instead, I replaced those words with 
“You’re darned right you can and you will 
(add your name here).” I found a community 
to share my sentiments with and began keep-
ing track of what I ate instead of eating mind-

lessly. I learned more about foods that I ate. 
It’s so important to eat “clean,” just the way 
our grandparents did. 

And... I became my best advocate. I set 
mini 5-pound goals.

Think again if that sounds unreasonably 
low in expectation. Try this...

Put 5 pounds of fl our in a bag and sling 
that over your shoulder for an hour. I lasted 10 
minutes. That fi rst fi ve that I lost felt so much 
more satisfying after that. 

I stopped myself when thoughts of “I’ll 
show that doctor” came to me because it 
wasn’t productive,  just temporarily satisfying 
and brought an evil smile to my face. Hey, 
I’m honest.

And so... my friend, my readership, 
my community... if it’s time for you to stop 
“weighting,” then wait no more. 

One blessed day at a time is all it takes to 
start.

Pat Larsen is nationally certifi ed in hyp-
notherapy and a licensed Zumba Dance 
Fitness Instructor offering seated fi tness for 
seniors for both ladies and gents, and Zum-
ba Gold Toning classes for active adults at 
The Shamrock House in East Durham, on 
Monday and Thursday mornings. Call for 
more information at 518-275-8686. Upcom-
ing additional program presentations by Pat 
include “Concentration and Memory as We 
Age,” “Guided Meditation for Weight Loss” 
and “Acupressure Techniques for Blood Pres-
sure.”

What are you ‘weighting’ for? 
Body Mind and Spirit... Connections

Pat Larsen

BODY MIND AND SPIRIT

Treat a Friend to a Round @ Rainbow – ON US!
Pay your greens fee, rent a cart, and your friend golfs with you for FREE* 

* Both golfers must sign up to receive our 
updates and offers by email. Offer good 
for 1 free round of golf only per person.

RAINBOW RESORT & GOLF CLUB 
3822 County Rte. 26, Greenville, NY 12083

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — The town 
council voted at its May meeting to 
adopt modifi cations to the local law 
governing commercial solar proj-
ects in the town.

The public hearing was held 
April 18, but the vote on the law 
was tabled pending approval by the 
Greene County Planning Board.

“We tabled approving Local 
Law No. 2, the solar law, at last 
month’s public hearing because 

we hadn’t received from the coun-
ty their blessings,” Town Super-
visor Paul Macko said at the May 
16 meeting of the town council. “It 
came after the meeting.”

Town Councilman Joel Rauf 
made the motion to approve the 
amended solar law, seconded by 
Councilman John Bensen. The law 
was adopted unanimously.

The new solar law amends the 
existing regulation that was orig-
inally adopted in 2018, and was 
drafted by the planning board in 

conjunction with input from town 
attorney Tal Rappleyea and several 
members of the town board.

The changes only apply to com-
mercial properties, not solar energy 
generated at individual homes.

Greenville and other commu-
nities in the county have become 
increasingly popular sites for com-
mercial solar projects, with several 
sited or planned in Greenville, Cox-
sackie and Coeymans in neighbor-
ing Albany County.

When planning board chair-

man Don Teator presented the town 
board with the proposed changes 
in April, he said there wasn’t one 
particular issue that prompted the 
revisions to the existing law, but 
rather the changing nature of the 
solar industry and the community’s 
attempts to regulate it.

The modifi ed law clarifi es sev-
eral issues that may arise, including 
clarifi cation on the requirement that 
commercial solar facilities have 
“minimal adverse impact” on the 
natural, environmental and histor-

ic resources of the town. The new 
regulation also mandates that solar 
projects be designed and construct-
ed to be “as compatible as possible 
with the character of the surround-
ing community.”

Changes to the commercial so-
lar law also include the timeframe 
for a developer to add trees and 
landscaping to a site, modifi cations 
to how toxic and other hazardous 
materials are handled, and how soil 
samples are collected for testing, 
among other regulations.

Town council adopts new solar law
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By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CAIRO — Poultry exhibits at 
the Greene County Youth Fair are 
back in business.

The state on June 3 announced 
the ban on poultry shows, exhibi-
tions, auctions and sales in New 
York was being lifted after the 
number of cases of avian infl uen-
za, which prompted the ban, had 
declined.

The announcement comes just 
in time for the summer months 
when festivals and fairs are in 
full swing, including the Greene 
County Youth Fair, which will be 
held July 28-31 at Angelo Canna 
Town Park in Cairo.

The youth fair’s website an-
nounced June 4 the poultry exhib-
its, which are a popular activity at 
the annual fair, were back on.

The statewide ban was an-
nounced March 25 and again 
April 14, prohibiting live poul-
try shows, exhibitions, auctions, 
sales, meets and swaps due to the 
rise in the number of cases of the 
highly pathogenic avian infl uen-
za, or HPAI. The virus was de-
tected in numerous states around 
the country, including New York.

As of June 3, eight fl ocks of 
domestic birds had tested positive 

for avian infl uenza. The virus was 
also found in wild birds.

Studies found the majority 
of fl ock infestations were spread 
from wild to domestic birds, 
rather than farm-to-farm trans-

mission, leading state offi cials to 
determine comingling of poultry 
— such as at exhibits and poul-
try shows — could be permitted, 
according to a statement from the 
Department of Agriculture.

“New York has taken an ag-
gressive approach to slowing the 
spread of avian infl uenza and it 
has paid off,” the department’s 
commissioner, Richard Ball, said. 
“With cases decreasing in our 

state and throughout the country, 
as well as new data showing very 
low rates of farm-to-farm trans-
mission of HPAI during the cur-
rent outbreak, I am confi dent that 
it is time to lift the bans on live 
poultry shows and sales.”

The last time a case of the 
virus was detected in New York 
state was in Fulton County on 
April 6, according to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

For the Greene County Youth 
Fair, the lifting of the ban means 
the return of one of the event’s 
oldest activities. 

The fair traces its history back 
to 1949 when Alfred Partridge, 
leader of the Ashland Blue Rib-
bon 4-H Club, organized a 4-H 
Club Fair in Ashland in 1949, ac-
cording to the fair’s website.

The small event grew and 
morphed over the years into the 
Greene County Youth Fair, with 
poultry exhibits fi rst implement-
ed in 1957.

This year’s fair opens July 
28 beginning at 9 a.m. and con-
tinues through July 31, when the 
fair offi cially closes at 3 p.m. In 
addition to the exhibits, shows 
and contests throughout the four 
days of the fair, there will also be 
a fi reworks show after dark on 
July 30.

Poultry exhibits back on at Greene County Youth Fair

FILE PHOTO    
The poultry exhibit at the Greene County Youth Fair is back on after a statewide ban was lifted June 3. Pictured are 
chickens on display at the 2021 fair at Angelo Canna Town Park in Cairo.

The New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental Conser-
vation has announced water-
fowl hunting season dates for 
2022-23. 

• The Canada goose season 
length in the Northeast, West 
Central, East Central, Hudson 
Valley, and Lake Champlain 
zones remains 30 days; how-
ever, the bag limit has been 
reduced to one per day. Please 
see the Status and Management 
of Atlantic Population Canada 
Geese (PDF) brochure for more 
information.

• New Late Canada goose 
season in the Lake Champlain 
zone. In this area of New York 
State, data has shown that the 
migratory Atlantic Population 
geese have moved through this 
area of the state by early De-
cember. As such, a late hunting 
opportunity with a larger bag 
limit is allowed to target resi-
dent geese.

• Duck bag limit changes: 
• Hooded merganser bag re-

strictions have been removed, 
you may now harvest up to six 
hooded mergansers as part of 
the general duck bag.

• The bag limit for sea ducks 
(scoter, eiders, and long-tailed 
ducks) has been reduced to no 
more than four. In addition, of 
those four, no more than three 
may be eiders, or three scoters, 
or three long-tailed ducks.

YOUTH WATERFOWL 
HUNTING

Duck hunting seasons begin 
with designated “youth water-
fowl hunts” across the state. 
These hunts allow youth hunt-
ers to spend time afield with 
experienced adult hunters and 
gain necessary knowledge and 
skills to become safe and re-
sponsible members of the hunt-
ing community. 

Junior hunters (12 to 15 
years of age) accompanied by 
a licensed adult hunter with 
up-to-date Harvest Information 
Program registration and a duck 
stamp, may participate. During 
the youth hunt, the adult hunt-
er may not possess a firearm or 
shoot any birds unless the re-
spective regular season is open. 

Daily bag limits are the 
same as those allowed during 
the regular hunting season for 
all species (excludes September 
Canada goose bag limits). The 
youth hunts are held on week-
ends in each zone of the state, 
as follows:

• Southeastern Zone - Sept. 
24-25

• Northeastern Zone - Sept. 
17-18

• Lake Champlain Zone - 
Sept. 24-25

• Western Zone - Oct. 1-2
• Long Island Zone - Nov. 

5-6
DUCK HUNTING 
SEASON DATES

Each year, DEC works with 
the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) and 
the Atlantic Flyway Council to 
develop waterfowl hunting reg-
ulations and season dates. This 
year, DEC, with the assistance 
of Cornell University and the 
waterfowl hunter task forces, 

implemented a new process for 
selecting the 60-day duck sea-
son dates within the dates al-
lowed by the USFWS. 

New York duck seasons 
offer the opportunity to hunt 
from the first week of October 
through the last Sunday in Janu-
ary, depending on the waterfowl 
hunting zone. By having five 
waterfowl zones, it allows DEC 
to select dates that maximize 
duck abundance in each zone 
which varies based on habitat 
and latitude.

For a full listing of all mi-
gratory bird season dates and 
bag limits visit the DEC web-
site.

The season for hunting duck, 
merganser and coot are as fol-
lows:

• Western zone – Oct. 15-
Nov. 6, Nov. 26-Jan. 1

• Northeast zone – Oct. 
1-Oct. 23, Oct. 29-Dec. 4

• Lake Champlain zone – 
Oct. 15-Oct. 23, Oct. 29-Dec. 
18

• Southeast zone – Oct. 15-
Nov. 27, Dec. 3-Dec. 18

• Long zone – Nov. 19-Nov. 
27, Dec. 10-Jan. 29

2022-23 CANADA 
GOOSE SEASONS

Canada goose hunting regu-
lations can often be confusing 
because of the number of zones, 
varied bag limits and season 
lengths. Although some of the 
boundaries and bag limit differ-
ences appear to be random, they 
were designed using scientific 
data to maximize opportunity 
for resident Canada geese, but 
also to protect migratory popu-
lations that are much more sen-
sitive to hunter harvest. 

Season lengths and bag lim-
its are, again, developed in col-
laboration between the USFWS 
and the Atlantic Flyway Coun-
cil. After the season frame-
works are established (e.g., sea-
son length, bag limits, outside 
allowable dates), DEC gathers 
input from waterfowl hunters 
and the waterfowl hunter task 
forces to select dates that maxi-
mize opportunity for hunters in 
each zone.

• Northeast zone – Sept. 
1-Sept.25, daily limit 15; Oct. 
22-Oct.23, daily limit 1; Oct. 
29-Nov. 25, daily limit – 1.

• West Central zone – Sept. 
1-Sept. 25, daily limit 15 ; Oct. 
22-Nov. 6, daily limit 1; Dec. 
19-Jan. 1, daily limit 1.

• Lake Champlain zone – 
Sept. 1-Sept. 25, daily limit 8 ; 
Oct. 15-Nov. 13, daily limit, 1; 
Dec. 1-Jan. 21, daily limit 5.

• East Central zone – Sept. 
1-Sept. 25, daily limit 15 ; Oct. 
22-Nov. 20, daily limit 1.

• Hudson Valley zone – Sept. 
1-Sept. 25, daily limit 15 ; Nov. 
5-Nov. 18, daily limit 1; Dec. 
3-Dec. 18, daily limit 1.

• South zone – Sept. 1-Sept. 

25, daily limit 15; Oct. 22-Nov. 
17, daily limit 5; Nov. 26-Jan. 
15, daily limit 5.

• Long Island/Western zone 
– Oct. 8-Oct. 23, daily limit 8; 
Nov. 19-Nov. 27, daily limit 8; 
Dec. 7-Feb. 22, daily limit 8.

• Long Island Central zone – 
Sept. 6-Sept. 30, daily limit 15 ; 
Nov. 19-Nov. 28, daily limit 3; 
Dec. 10-Feb. 8, daily limit 3.

• Long Island/Eastern zone – 
Sept. 6-Sept. 30, daily limit 15; 
Nov. 19-Nov. 27, daily limit 2; 
Dec. 10-Jan. 29, daily limit 2.

34 Hope Plaza, 
West Coxsackie, NY 12192

518-731-4800

TWO LOCATIONS:
4852 Route 81, 

Greenville, NY 12083

518-966-4800

Voted The Best Pharmacy in 
Greene County For Two Years Running. 

This award ceremony is put on by Greene County Chamber 
of Commerce and voted on by Greene County residents.

MEDICATION SERVICES
• Prescription Refills and Transfers
• Home Delivery
• Compounding
• Compounding for Pets
• Durable Medical Equipment
• Erectile Dysfunction Medication
• Immunizations
• Medication Adherence
• Medication Synchronization
• Medication Therapy Management
• Prescriptions for Pets
• Supplies for Physician offices

OVER THE COUNTER
• Pain Medication
• Cold and Allergy Medication
• Vitamins and Supplements
• Oral Health Products
• Feminine Hygiene Products
• First Aid Items
• Cosmetics
• School and Office Supplies
• Infant Care
• Hair Care
• Shower and Bath Items
• Sunscreen and Bug Spray

CARDS & GIFTS
• Home Decor
• Greeting Cards
• Special Occasion Items
• Seasonal Gifts
• Kid’s Toys
• Candles
• Gift Cards
• Scarves, Purses and Tote Bags
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AUTO & 
TIRE SERVICE

Proudly Serving Our Community For Four Generations

518-756-3127
(Fax) 518-756-2900
info@CA-Albright.com 
www.ca-albright.com

GARAGE LOCATION: 

13640 Route 9W 
(Corner of 9W & 144) 

Hannacroix, NY 12087

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm • Saturday: 8am - Noon

• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, 
     Shocks, Transmision, 
     Diagnostics
• Firefi ghters “Thank You” 
     discount — 10% off 
     auto service

Buy 4 Continental
or General Tires

Get FREE Rotation
for ONE YEAR when 
you come in for an 

Oil Change

HEATING 
&  COOLING 

SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-
     effi cient systems can save 
     you up to 30% on your 
     utility bills’
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C 
     & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support 
     unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest 
     Greenest technology 
     available
• Rebates available on 
     select systems
• Both York and Trio have 
     quiet, effi cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency 
     Service
• Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry 
     and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable 
     and courteous drivers
• Clean and Effi cient 
     High-Grade Heating Oil

Formula for success 
is very simple!  

Low Prices + Quality Fuel Oil
+ Great Service = 

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!

Facebook.com/CAAlbrights • Convenient Online Bill Pay
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WE ACCEPT

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

Infrared 
FIT Bodywrap® 

Benefits can include weight loss, 
cellulite reduction, pain relief, 
relaxation, skin rejuvenation, 

and detoxification!

Tanning
One Month Package

Tanning made 
easy and hassle-free. 

We have both a 
tanning bed and a booth.

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

(518) 731-2559

Salon 255 LTD is a state of the art salon offering a full menu of services 
in a warm and luxurious atmosphere. Our professional, friendly staff 
are trained in the latest trends and are always advancing their 
education. In an industry that is forever changing, it is our priority to 
always provide a superior experience!

With a variety of offerings and services to choose from, we’re sure you 
will be happy working with us. We are looking forward to working with 
you and helping you look fabulous!

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10am-6pm
SATURDAY 9am-2pm
SUNDAY Closed
MONDAY Closed

You look fabulous!
SALON 255 LTD

salon255ltd.com

255 Mansion Street
Coxsackie, NY

Specials

“Journalism keeps you planted in the earth.”

#SupportRealNews

- Ray Bradbury
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

Cartaway, LLC is located in Glenmont, NY

518-439-0533

Dumpster Rentals Made Easy!
Commercial & Residential

• Construction • Demolition • Roofing • Clean-Out Work

DEC announces 2022-23 waterfowl hunting season regulations
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Halsted 
Companies

OUTDOOR SUPPLIES
11779 St. Route 9W, 

W.Coxsackie, NY 12192
518-731-3900

EXCAVATING
325 Medway-Earlton Rd.

Earlton, NY. 12058
518-731-6190

COXSACKIE – The Na-
tional Bank of Coxsackie an-
nounced recently that Angela 
(Fereshteh) Osier joined Na-
tional Bank of Coxsackie as its 
newest business development 
officer in late April of this year.

Osier comes to National 
Bank of Coxsackie with over 10 
years of experience in the bank-
ing industry. She joins NBC 
from Berkshire Bank, where 
she was a branch manager in the 
Malta area. Her experience pri-
or to Berkshire Bank includes 
positions at Key Bank and Citi-
zens Bank. “I am excited to join the 

National Bank of Coxsackie’s 
Business Development team,” 
said Osier. “I’m looking for-
ward to developing client rela-
tionships and supporting their 
growth in the Capital Region.”

National Bank of Coxsackie 
CEO John A. Balli is excited to 
add more talent to the team as 
well.

“The potential for growth 
is outstanding,” Balli said. “I 
look forward to working with 
such a strong team to help serve 
the Capital Region’s financial 
needs.”

Angela Osier

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

COXSACKIE — The vil-
lage’s zoning board of appeals 
requested additional information 
from the developer of the New-
bury Hotel project in downtown 
Coxsackie.

The board met June 6 to re-
view the application fi led by de-
veloper Aaron Flach for an area 
variance for the project.

The hotel, which is partial-
ly constructed on South River 
Street in the village of Coxsack-
ie, deviated from several com-
ponents of the original approved 
site plan. The area variance un-
der review by the zoning board 
of appeals is for the height of the 
building.

Originally approved for four 
stories, the developer construct-
ed fi ve stories, exceeding the vil-
lage’s building code of 50 feet by 
an additional 15 feet.

The village’s planning board 
is conducting the mandated state 
environmental assessment form 
under SEQRA, or the State En-
vironmental Quality Review 
Act, and is in the process of des-
ignating itself the project’s lead 
agency. Once the planning board 
completes the environmental 
assessment, it will be up to the 
zoning board of appeals to deter-
mine whether the requested area 
variance for the height of the 
structure is to be granted.

Other elements of the partial-
ly constructed building veered 
away from the site plan, but only 
the height of the structure re-
quires an area variance, village 
attorney Robert Stout, of the Al-
bany-based law fi rm Whiteman, 
Osterman and Hanna, said.

“There are eight ways the 
amended site plan deviates from 
the original site plan application 
that was approved,” Stout said. 
“There are eight points high-
lighted in the planning board 
application, but those aren’t 
necessarily things that need area 
variances. It’s just one variance 
that is needed — the height vari-
ance.”

In reviewing the area vari-
ance application, the ZBA must 
balance the benefi ts to the appli-
cant with the possible detrimen-
tal effects on the community, 
Stout explained.

“The zoning board of appeals 
is required to take into consider-
ation the benefi ts to the applicant 
if the variance is granted and 
weigh against it the detriment to 
the health, safety and welfare of 
the neighborhood and commu-
nity if that variance is granted,” 
Stout said. 

The board must consider fi ve 
criteria in its decision.

“In order to reach that deter-
mination, there are fi ve factors 
that the village law would have 
us consider,” Stout said. “Num-
ber one, whether an undesirable 
change will be produced to the 
character of the neighborhood or 
a detriment to nearby properties 
would be created by granting 
the area variance. Two, whether 
the benefi t sought by the appli-
cant can be achieved by some 
method feasible for the appli-
cant to pursue other than an area 
variance. Three, whether the re-
quested area variance is substan-
tial. Four, whether the proposed 
variance will have an adverse ef-
fect or impact on the physical or 
environmental conditions in the 
neighborhood or district. And 
fi ve, whether the alleged diffi -
culty was self-created.”

Zoning board of appeals 
chairman Sal Bevilacqua said the 
board must consider the views-
hed and the impact of increasing 
the height of the building from 
the 50 feet that is permitted un-
der the village building codes 
compared to the 65 feet the hotel 
has been built to.

Mary Beth Bianconi from 
Delaware Engineering, which 
works on behalf of the village, 
explained how the state and the 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation evaluates views-
hed impacts.

“It’s important to note that 
the DEC policy is focused in 
large part on viewsheds that are 
publicly accessible or that might 
be particularly damaged by a 
change in the viewshed,” Bian-
coni said. “The policy is written 
around the idea that a scenic road 
or a scenic byway or a historic 
resource — what would the visu-
al impact on the visual environ-

ment be?”
Examples in the case of the 

Newbury Hotel would be the 
impact on the viewshed from 
state-owned Riverfront Park, the 
Reed Street Historic District and 
other nearby locations. The ZBA 
can also look at the impact on the 
surrounding neighborhood.

Sterling Environmental Engi-
neering, the fi rm hired by the de-
veloper to work on the amended 
project plans, submitted assess-
ments of the viewshed impacts 
within a half-mile radius of the 
hotel — bordered by the inter-
section of Route 385 and Man-
sion Street, Riverside Avenue by 
the marina, the intersection of 
Molly White Drive and Beech-
wood Drive, and a portion of 
Sunset Boulevard.

Bevilacqua pointed out that 
portions of the so called “Dolan 
Block” near the hotel also do not 
conform to the village’s 50-foot 
height maximum.

Bianconi said those buildings 
were already built when the cur-
rent building code was put into 
effect.

“The Dolan Block was there 
and was taller than 50 feet when 
the zoning was adopted in 2008 
that said the height limit was 50 
feet, so from that perspective, the 
Dolan Block creates an existing 
nonconforming area dimension,” 
Bianconi said. “That is not un-
common with a historic struc-
ture.”

Bianconi suggested the board 
look at several criteria in their 
deliberations, including views 
of the hotel from all different di-
rections, what people would see 
when they view the completed 
fi fth fl oor of the hotel, and a line-
of-sight analysis from surround-
ing streets.

“If I am standing on Ely 
Street and I look to the river… 

what is my line of sight to try to 
look at the water? What is in my 
way and what is not in my way?” 
Bianconi said. “The issue before 
us is visibility to the water and/
or to the other side of the river. 
We can have a line-of-sight anal-
ysis to get an idea of rather than 
looking at publicly accessible 
views, like from Riverfront Park, 
but the character of the village 
— what can you see from Ely 
Street or Church Street or some 
of these other vantage points… 
I think some line-of-sight analy-
sis from some of these sensitive 
areas would be helpful for the 
board.”

She also recommended hav-
ing the applicant submit a busi-
ness model for the restaurant, 
which is what would be housed 
on the disputed fi fth fl oor, con-
sidering factors such as the hours 
and schedule of the restaurant, 
would it be seasonal, would it be 
open to the public or only hotel 
guests, and would there be am-
plifi ed outdoor sound, Bianconi 
suggested.

She also recommended the 
board consider conditions that 
could be put in place in the event 
the building is eventually sold to 
another owner.

Zoning board of appeals 
member Christopher Chimento 
asked if the viewshed as seen 
from private properties in the 
area could be considered.

“When you buy proper-
ty, technically you own the air 
above it, but you don’t own the 
air in front of you that is on 
someone else’s property,” Bian-
coni responded. “The only way 
to preserve and protect your 
view on someone else’s prop-
erty is to buy the property and 
prevent someone from building 

something there. As sad as it may 
be, you are not guaranteed your 
view.”

Stout said the board can re-
quest the applicant to submit 
photos from private properties, 
but the developer would have 
to request permission from the 
property owner.

The attorney added that just 
because the building can be seen 
from a specifi c property or their 
view is changed doesn’t mean 
the variance must be rejected.

“You have to weigh whether 
it is a detriment to a particular 
property,” Stout said. “If there 
is a detriment doesn’t mean it 
is dispositive — ‘I can see it or 
I can no longer see the water, 
therefore the variance must not 
be granted.’ It doesn’t work that 
way.”

Mark Millspaugh, president 
of Sterling Environmental Engi-
neering, said the materials sub-
mitted by the fi rm look at view-
shed impacts from public areas.

“When we followed the pub-
lic guidance for the visual as-
sessment a few months ago, we 
followed the methodology and 
we inventoried the sensitive 
public spaces within a half-mile 
radius,” Millspaugh said. “What 
we were focusing on is the com-
munity at large — not necessari-
ly a single property or two on Ely 
Street… The fi ndings go a long 
way to showing that in terms 
of affecting the character of the 
community, there really is not 
a signifi cant adverse visual im-
pact. That is the takeaway from 
these pictures.”

The board compiled a list of 
materials the applicant will be 
expected to submit before the 
board’s July meeting as the re-
view process continues.

ZBA seeks more info on hotel variance

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Mary Beth Bianconi from Delaware Engineering explains to the zoning board 
of appeals the maps and illustrations submitted by the developer of the New-
bury Hotel in downtown Coxsackie.

FILE PHOTO    
The developer of the Newbury Hotel in downtown Coxsackie is seeking an 
area variance for the height of the hotel, which is partially constructed.

Keith W. Valentine, CIC, LUTCF and his team are ready to serve all 
of your insurance needs with more companies, more choices, and 
more experience which all lead to BIG Savings for you!

Take advantage of Valentine Insurance Agency’s affiliation with 
SAN group and SIAA, the largest alliance of independent Insurance 
Agencies in the Northeast and Continental U.S., with over 3500 
Members across 48 states writing more than $9 Billion in total 
member premiums.

Contact Keith Valentine for a quote!
Office 518-943-3489 • Mobile 518-821-8244

KEITH@MYVALENTINEINSURANCE.COM

More Than Great Rates

Trusted Advisors

HOME AUTO BUSINESS LIFE HEALTH

www.myvalentineinsurance.com

Jon T., customer since 2004

I’ve bought property insurance and auto insurance from Valentine Insurance 
Agency for nearly 20 years, and they are simply the BEST. I owned many rental 
properties in Greene County, and renovated several buildings. Valentine not 
only found the appropriate insurance, but gave years of invaluable advice. Their 
knowledge of property and business in the local area helped me tremendously, and 
I have recommended them to everyone. Don’t waste your time using anyone else.

National Bank of Coxsackie 
announces new business 

development offi cer

www.facebook.com/GreenvillePioneer
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

Chasin’ Racin’

By Mark Kane
For Capital Region Independent Media

It was a couple weeks back that 
Danny Varin put on a driving clinic 
in his ESS Winged Sprint Car after 
having to go to the pit for repair to 
his wing after an early race tangle. 

Once back to green Varin start-
ed to work his way forward and into 
the top 10 and then it was into the 
top 5, and this was against some of 
the best 360 Winged warriors in the 
Northeast.  

Varin was not happy with a top 
5 and the talented second-genera-
tion driver put the crowd on their 
feet in the Old Covered Grandstand. 
I have seen many drives around that 
old girl but there was something 
very special about this one. I have 
witnessed the talented young driver 
work his way up through the ranks, 
taking his bumps and bruises but 
coming right back. Racing was in 
Danny’s blood early as his father 
Bobby Varin is a past multi-time 
champion who is still in the thick 
of the battle weekly at the Track of 
Champions. 

Each week I make my way to 
Danny’s pit to wish this very likable 
racer good luck and this week it was 
my first stop. 

FONDA SPEEDWAY
Watching a young driver work 

his way to the top of the sport he 
loves is something special; to watch 
him grow into a man is even more 
special and that is what Danny 
Varin has become — a hard-work-
ing family man who has come into 
his own. 

Working his way to the front 
through lap traffic, Varin raced his 
way to the lead and then checked 
out from the field, hitting his mark 
lap after lap and continuing on for 
the popular win. The family-owned 
01 team is on a roll, going undefeat-
ed on the tough ESS Tour to start 
out the season on the road and the 
run at his home track Fonda Speed-
way shows the talent behind the 
wheel and the support he has behind 
him and his Sprint Car team. 

For Danny and his regular Sat-
urday night ride, the Ed Munger 
MAGSARUS No. 93, it has been 
a tough year. The car has been fast, 
but motor troubles have sidelined 
the team and Varin has been sitting 
pit side come feature time. Howev-
er, this week would be different.  

Once again, the No. 93 car was 
fast in warm ups and the heat. A lit-
tle carb work and a pre-race warm-
up lap and Danny Varin had a great 
starting spot for the feature. On this 
night there would be no yellow flag 
for Danny Varin with a flat or Dan-
ny Varin slowing out of turn 2 and 
heading to the pits early, or Danny 
being caught in a wreck by no fault 
of his own. 

On this night, it would be Dan-
ny Varin and the Ed Munger No. 
93 coming together as one out on 
the town for a Saturday night drive 
around the Fonda Speedway. 

I could make this simple — at 

the drop of the green Danny Varin 
grabbed the lead and at the checkers 
it was Danny Varin in for the win, 
but it is racing and nothing is sim-
ple. 

Yes, Danny did drive away but 
how he did it was a true driver com-
ing into his own. 

Once out front, Varin found his 
groove and like in the Sprint Car the 
week before, lap after lap he hit his 
marks. Working through lap traffic 
and yes, with his foot to the motor 
plate he found lap traffic before lap 
traffic early and had a huge lead. 
Once in lap traffic Varin worked it 
with perfection. 

As much fun as it was watching 
Varin dominating up front, the race 
behind the leader found great racing 
action in the SUNOCO Modified 
feature. The heavy hitters were all 
coming from mid pack. 

Out front early was Pep Cor-
radi, Ryan Odasz in his own 14R 
ride, Jack Lehner in the Nelson No. 
85 and Jessica Friesen’s 1Z. Lap 3 
found Lehner working his way to 
third with Friesen right on his rear 
deck and they would now be third 
and fourth, and started a great battle 
that found the two racing nerf bar to 
nerf bar. 

Just outside the top 5, Bobby 
Varin, Rocky Warner, Ronnie John-
son and Demetrios Drellos were 
racing hard, running 2- and 3-wide. 
Out front Varin continued with his 
Saturday night drive with Pep Cor-
radi having a great run, still holding 
down second as David Constantino 
moved into the top 5 on lap 11. 

Once again, the battle in the top 
5 heated up as the 1Z of Friesen 
and Lehner had found their way to 
the back bumper of Corradi, both 
getting past the 21P. The race mid-
pack now had two more players as 
point leader Matt DeLorenzo and 
17th-starting Stewart Friesen were 
on the move and it did not take 
the 44 of Stewart Friesen who had 
found the top side to his liking was 
deep in the battle with Johnson, 
Warner and Varin. DeLorenzo and 
Drellos were also looking for racing 
room in a great six-car battle that 
you could throw a blanket over.   

This is Fonda Speedway SU-
NOCO Modified racing in 2022 
with great 2- and 3-wide racing to 

keep the fans on the edge of their 
seats or on their feet. 

As the laps clicked away, Varin 
was showing no signs of slowing 
down as it was Friesen in the 44 still 
working his way to the top 5. 

At the checker it was Danny 
Varin in for his 11th Modified fea-
ture win at the “Track of Champi-
ons,” Fonda Speedway, with Jes-
sica Friesen, Jack Lehner, Stewart 
Friesen and Pep Corradi rounding 
out the top 5. 

For Stewart Friesen it had been 
a long couple of days picking up the 
NASCAR Truck win Friday night 
in Texas and then coming back to 
run Saturday night in a Modified. 
Seems like the old way of racing, 
asphalt one day, dirt the next.

MORE RACING
In other action, and there was 

plenty of it as along with the regu-
lar show the Mohawk Valley Vin-
tage Dirt Modified Series made 
a very strong car count and some 
very competitive racing action to 
provide the fans a look back at on 
track-racing history. 

These teams take pride with 
their part in keeping the history 
alive for both new fans and veter-
an fans. Many of these drivers are 
past winners and champions, keep-
ing their dreams alive as well doing 
what they enjoy doing and having 
fun doing it. 

MVVDMS winners were Jim-
my Fugal - Antique, John Roese - 
Late Model, John Flach picked up 
the Modified win, Mystique Feature 
- Carl Cram, and Joe Rondo picked 
up the Sportsman Feature.

Regular weekly action found 
Nick Stone pick up his fifth win in a 
row in what turned out to be a great 
race right to the end, with Stone 
grabbing the lead on lap 9 from Ja-
son Morrison as the field was look-
ing at Stone’s bumper once again. 
The field would come back to Stone 
when the caution flew on lap 15.  

Back to green, Luke Horning, 
who was running third, made the 
move to be the new leader only to 
have Stone fire right back in turn 2.  
As the leaders made contact, Stone 
would lead down the back chute 
as now Horning had Morrison to 
contend with. Again contact was 
made, this time between Horning 

and Morrison, with Horning mak-
ing hard contact with the wall and 
coming out with a damaged racer.  

Back to green Beau Ballard 
grabbed the lead, but Stone was 
not going to let that happen and 
again showed his power, grabbing 
the lead. Behind the leaders Kenny 
Gates was working his low line to 
the front racing Devon Camenga 
and Shane Playford. Once Stone 
secured the lead he drove on to the 
win with Ballard, Gates, Camenga, 
and Playford to round out the top 5. 

The Sportsman found the John 
Kollar 10% with Chad Edwards 
as the pilot of a very fast race car 
quickly working his way to the front 
after starting 12th on the field used 
two yellows and out of no place he 
was second with a great drive. 

While Edwards was making 
his drive to the front, Jeremy Tyrell 
led early before Chip Constantino 
would be the new leader as the yel-
low was out. Back to green and it 
was Constantino with the lead, with 
Edwards in his tracks. On the move 
was Payton Talbot, who had made 
an early pit stop as the battle mid-
pack was wheel to wheel. 

The battle for the lead would 
heat up with Constantino and Ed-
wards racing side by side in a good 
clean battle for the lead, with Ed-
wards powering his way out of turn 
4 as the new leader at the flag stand 
on lap 18 and from that point on 
the 10% was on rails and cruised 
to the win with Constantino, Tal-
bot from the back, Troy Palmer, 

and third-generation Tanner Warner 
rounding out the top 5. 

The Limited Sportsman found 
Harold Robitaille pick up his first 
win and Kerrie and Ken Hollen-
beck picked up the 4-Cyl. wins.

Other local racing found Mike 
Mahaney picking up the NAPA 
Modified feature win at the “Great 
Race Place,” Albany Saratoga, with 
Jack Speshock, Jessey Mueller, 
Kenny Tremont Jr. and Demetrios 
Drellos rounding out the top 5. 

Pro Stocks found Chad Jeseo 
with the win as Darryl Nutting 
picked up the Sportsman win with 
Scott Bennett in the limited Vic-
tory circle. Other winners were 
P.J. Cram in Street Stocks and Jon 
Sheppard in 4-Cyl.

The High Banks of Leba-
non Valley Speedway saw Andy 
Bachetti pick up both the Modified 
and Small Block Modified wins. 
In the Mods, Brian Berger, Kyle 
Armstrong, Brett Haas and Eddie 
Marshall rounded out the top 5. 
The Small Blocks L.J. Lombardo, 
Alan Houghteling, Peter Carlotto 
and Ryan Charland rounded out the 
top 5.

Utica Rome Speedway had 
young Alex Yankowski over Matt 
Sheppard, Willy Decker, Jessica 
Friesen and Darren Smith was fifth.  
The Sportsman feature went to 
Dave Richer, and Jay Corbin won 
the Pro Stocks.

Please be sure to continue to 
support the sponsors that support 
the great sport of dirt racing.

Varin dominates at Fonda

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO    
Second generation driver Danny Varin put on a show, dominating the SUNO-
CO Modified feature at the Fonda Speedway going green to checker.

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO    
Still racing and still has the talent, former Fonda champion Bobby Varin is 
still a fierce competitor and looking to win. 

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO    
Pep Corradi had an impressive run with a fine fifth place SUNOCO Modified 
finish at Fonda Speedway Saturday night against a strong field.
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One of the things I liked most about my 
former job as a Cooperative Extension agent 
in Greene County was the process of figuring 
out what was causing problems with garden 
plants, lawns, trees or shrubs. It is sort of like 
detective work without a cloak or dagger.

I used what I learned about this topic 
in public health as well, when we contract-
ed with the New York State Department of 
Health to conduct educational programs to 
combat Lyme disease. This week I will share 
some principles of disease and infection I 
learned, which are pretty relevant in these 
days of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In order to contract a disease, whether 
it is a plant or animal disease, three factors 
must occur simultaneously. If any of these 
three factors are not present, there can be no 
disease. First, before I discuss these specific 
factors, I need to talk about the things that 
cause disease.

In general, disease-causing organisms 
are fungi, bacteria or viruses. All may cause 
diseases with similar symptoms, but all are 
different in their mode of action or how they 
infect.

It seems to me that most plant diseases 
are caused by fungi. Fungi are organisms that 
generally require water to become infectious. 

Lacking chlorophyll, they need to get their 
“food” from other sources than sunlight by 
breaking down and absorbing organic matter. 
Sometimes in the process of feeding on plant 
material, they kill or damage their host. This 
distinguished pathogens from saprophytes.

Once a plant is infected with a fungal 
disease, it is generally difficult to “cure” the 
infection. The general strategy is to try to 
prevent the infection in the first place or keep 
it from spreading. Fungi are living organisms 
that can survive for a long time, either active-
ly causing infection, or in a dormant state that 
may last for 100 years or more. This longev-
ity allows them to re-occur when conditions 
are right. Some fungal diseases are ubiqui-
tous and must be dealt with every season.

Twenty years ago, almost all the garden 
seeds that were sold were treated with a 
pink-colored fungicide called “Captan.” This 
fungicide protected tender seedlings from 
getting “damping off,” which is a general 
term for similar diseases caused by several 
genera of fungi. The infected seedlings grow 
spindly and eventually keel over and die with 
a conspicuous shriveling or narrowing of the 
stem at soil level. It is highly contagious and 
usually fatal once contracted.

It is virtually impossible to cure a flat 

of seedlings once the disease occurs, so the 
emphasis is on prevention. In addition to pre-
ventive chemical fungicides there are cultur-
al practices than can also be utilized, much to 
the satisfaction of gardeners who don’t want 
to use chemical fungicides.

Another major cause of disease in plants 
and animals are bacteria. Bacteria are also 
living organisms that can exhibit long-term 
dormancy. Like fungi, they can damage their 
hosts by “feeding” on the tissue of the host 
and using the host’s cells to grow and multi-
ply. Of course, not all bacteria are pathogenic 
and neither are all fungi.

Our bodies contain millions of foreign 
bacteria and fungi that do us no harm what-
soever. In fact, many of these organisms are 
responsible for keeping us healthy. Bacteria, 
like fungi, usually require water to become 
infectious.

One of the most common bacterial dis-
ease of pears and apples is called “fireblight.” 
This disease most often occurs when rain or 
hail hits flower blossoms. Splashing water 
spreads the disease. Most, but not all, fun-
gicides are ineffective in treating bacterial 
disease. Commercial fruit growers often use 
antibiotics, such as streptomycin, to try to kill 
bacteria.

A third major infectious agent is viruses. 
Viruses, like the COVID-19 virus, are very 
different than bacteria or fungi in the sense 
that they are not living organisms, per se. 
They can only survive and reproduce inside 
living cells. They have a very short life ex-
pectancy, unlike bacteria or fungi, and they 
don’t necessarily need water to infect. Think 
of them as renegade hunks of DNA or RNA 
that get into the genes of plants or animals, 
and direct the cells to make more viruses. 
They are also very tiny compared to fungi 
and bacteria.

Viral infections in plants are far less com-
mon than bacterial or fungal infections be-
cause they generally cannot get inside a plant 
without help from another living organism. 
Leafhopper insects and aphids are usually 
involved in viral infections in plants. These 
insects inject the virus into the plant physi-
cally with their mouthparts and once inside 
the plant they can replicate.

Since all three of these types of patho-
gens cause disease in somewhat different 
manners, dealing with them requires differ-
ent strategies, but the principles of infection 
remain essentially the same. This is where I 
will pick up the story next week.

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@cornell.edu

Plant diseases
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By Bob Beyfuss
For Capital Region Independent Media

The summer season is here and 
so is summer gardening.

Although the air temperature 
may be in the 80s during the day, 
the temperature that is most im-
portant to your garden plants is the 
soil temperature. 

Vegetable crops such as to-
matoes and peppers may develop 
purple and yellow leaves or leaf 
blotches, with slow to no growth 
as a result of poor nutrient uptake. 
Resist the urge to fertilize or add 
supplemental micronutrients to 
“correct” the apparent deficiency. 

If you are gardening in native 
soil it is highly unlikely that mi-
cronutrient deficiencies are the is-
sue. The problem will cure itself as 
soon as the soil warms up enough 
to allow the roots to absorb the 
nutrients the plants need. Tan or 
brown blotches on leaves of cu-
cumbers or squash plants are usu-
ally caused by windburn and will 
also go away once the soil reaches 

the optimal temperature of 75 de-
grees. 

Some crops like peas, cabbage, 
beets, onions, leeks, spinach, let-
tuce and other salad greens can tol-
erate colder soil, but even Chinese 
cabbage, cauliflower and broccoli 
often bolt when night tempera-
tures are below 50 degrees. 

If you are raising your own 
transplants, bring them in at night 
until nights remain in the 60-de-
gree range. If you are craving some 
fresh beans, try growing garbanzo 
beans since they can tolerate cold 
soil, whereas regular green beans 
prefer 70 degrees of higher. 

Don’t plant sweet corn until 
the soil is 75 degrees. Eggplant, 
peppers, okra and even potatoes 
will grow much better when the 
soil is 75+. 

Deer ticks have been active for 
weeks now, but mosquitoes and 
blackflies are just starting to hatch 
in large numbers. Both of these 
blood-sucking pests need water 
to complete their life cycle and 
managing water is crucial to con-

trolling them. 
Blackflies breed in fast moving 

water and there is little you can do 
if you live near a mountain stream 
that is flowing right now. Mosqui-
toes breed in standing water and 
not in streams, ponds or lakes that 
contain fish or amphibians of any 
sort. 

To reduce mosquito popula-
tions, get rid of anything outside 
that can hold water such as broken 
toys, tin cans, containers, ceramic 
pots, and, in particular, used tires, 
which have become the most im-
portant mosquito breeding sites in 
the country. 

Drill holes in the bottoms of 
recycling containers left outdoors. 
Clean clogged roof gutters every 
year, especially if leaves tend to 
plug the drains. Turn over plas-
tic swimming/wading pools and 
wheelbarrows when not in use. 
Do not allow water to stagnate in 
birdbaths, ornamental pools, water 
gardens and swimming pools or 
their covers. 

Ornamental pools can be aerat-

ed or stocked with fish, and swim-
ming pools should be cleaned and 
chlorinated when not in use. Emp-
ty accumulated water from boats 
and cargo trailers. Alter the land-
scape of your property to elimi-
nate standing water. During warm 
weather, mosquitoes can breed in 
puddles that remain for even a few 
days. 

There are products sold that 
are supposed to rid your prop-
erty of mosquitos. A reader told 
me about one that he plans to try 
called “Mosquito Barrier.” The 
active ingredient in Mosquito Bar-
rier is garlic. I have not seen any 
scientific research that says garlic 
repels mosquitoes, but I have not 
seen anything that says it does not. 
I hope the product does not leave 
property smelling like an Italian 
restaurant! Or maybe that is an 
added benefit, if you happen to 
love garlic! 

Mosquitoes are attracted to 
carbon dioxide and some other 
chemicals that humans exhale and 
there are machines that emit these 

chemicals by a combustion pro-
cess. Most, but not all, species of 
mosquitoes are pretty weak flyers 
and usually don’t wander too far 
from the water where they “hatch” 
on your property. Well-placed fans 
are safe and very effective at keep-
ing a small deck mosquito-free. 

One product that I do endorse 
is called “Mosquito Dunks.” 
These are donut-shaped, cook-
ie-sized wafers that are placed 
in places that hold water, such as 
rain barrels. The “dunks” release 
a bacteria that is toxic to mosqui-
to larvae, but pretty harmless to 
other insects, mammals, fish and 
amphibians. They last as long as a 
month and provide excellent con-
trol. 

Please do not use any sort of 
electronic “bug zapper” as these 
devices kill 99% of harmless or 
beneficial insects and very few 
mosquitoes.   

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@
cornell.edu.

Mosquitoes and ants

By Dick Brooks
For Capital Region Independent Media

I like the way I start my day. 
I usually am the first to arise. I put the 

coffee on and attend to the needs of our fur-
ry pack of completely famished felines who 
beg and badger me until their food bowls are 
filled. I putter around the kitchen until the cof-
fee is done. I fill the beer stein that serves as 
my coffee mug and retire to my Fortress of 
Solitude (my faithful recliner) to watch the 
mists on the river through the window and 
have my morning ponder.

A morning ponder should be a require-
ment performed by all adults, a quiet time to 
review life and lay out the day’s activities. It’s 
kind of like a mental junk drawer — it may 
not be orderly, but you can’t live without it.  

This morning’s ponder involved the intri-
cacies of the family feudal system and its evo-
lution.  Please note that I said feudal and not 
feud — feud would mean fighting and that’s 

never pleasant on a family level.  
Nope, I said feudal and I meant feudal. 
Bet you thought it was out of date, that it 

was a system that went out of fashion in the 
Middle Ages. I think it’s alive and well and is 
found in most functional family structures in 
some form or another. It brings order and a 
chain of command that is essential to the fam-
ily unit as long as all members know where 
they fit into its ancient structure.

Unlike the old political feudal system, 
there is almost constant shifting and changing 
in the family system so you must pay atten-
tion or you might lose track of your position 
and status. I have had the most change in sta-
tus over the years.

Thirty-odd years ago, I was a knight in 
shining armor, riding from quest to quest, 
unfettered and adventurous. Then I met this 
beautiful princess, slew a few dragons to 
impress her, and won her hand and a whole 
bunch of other good parts. We found a lovely 
castle, in need of interior decoration, with an 

affordable mortgage and moved right in.  
My Princess gradually and gracefully 

evolved into The Queen. Her job as Princess 
was filled with the coming of a beautiful baby 
daughter, the present-day Princess. 

The Queen runs our little kingdom. A 
kind and wise monarch, she is in charge of 
all things social, financial and of a decorative 
nature. She has a large group of advisors to 
help her, most of them can be found on the 
Home and Garden Channel. She spends more 
and more time preparing the current Princess 
for her future role as Queen. It’s good to be 
Queen.

I, on the other hand, traded my white 
horse in for a yellow lawn tractor. Fighting 
dragons was replaced by crabgrass combat 
and weed whacking. I tried to keep the armor 
from rusting but not even WD-40 worked — 
it became a garden ornament for a while, then 
went cheap at a yard sale.  

No horse, no armor — I didn’t qualify for 
the title of “Knight” anymore. I became “The 

Serfer Dude,” he who keeps the castle func-
tioning and looking nice. It’s an important 
role and I try hard to live up to my respon-
sibilities.  

Basically, if it looks bad, smells bad, 
needs repairs, is some form of rodent or large 
hairy insect, or slimy, it falls into my domain. 
Tending the crops and animals takes up much 
of my time, as does driving the carriage to 
royal events and functions.  

My life is busy and good. It’s nice to be 
the Serfer Dude. I do have one small worry 
though — I have seen signs lately that my sta-
tus may be changing to the position of “Court 
Jester.” Guess I’ll ponder on that tomorrow.

Thought for week — “If you want to 
make an apple pie from scratch, you must first 
create the universe.” — Carl Sagan

Until next week, may you and yours be 
happy and well.

Reach Dick Brooks at whittle12124@ya-
hoo.com.

‘Serfer’ dude
WHITTLING AWAY by Dick Brooks

Transcribed from her diary by  
Kathy Saurer Osborne

Sunday, June 17: Fair. Chuck stayed the 
night and they went to Mass, back here for 
breakfast and there for the day (Father’s Day). 
I didn’t go to church. Chuck and Joyce went to 
Delite’s this eve. Don took Adrienne to Sunny 
Hill and Gert went too (working papers).

Monday, June 18: Fair. Chuck came with 
the car and we took him to Coxsackie. He’s 
hitchhiking back to Portsmouth, Va. Then 
Addie and I were going to the circus and we 
took Joyce in. Had a good time. Very warm! 
Dinner at Keeler’s and home. Don in Catskill 
at a meeting. Girls at school tomorrow. Chuck 
brought Joyce a parachute 34 foot dia and 
some Wang silver. U.S.A.

Tuesday, June 19: Fair and warm. Ironed 
and washed and ironed again. Finished. Rest-
ed. Very warm. Nice and cool in the house. 
Don went to the hospital this A.M. Adele in 
school this A.M. Adrienne there all day. They 
both went swimming. Took Gene to Siebert’s 
with her curtains and helped her put them up 

in the house. Dow and Rose looked in. Moth-
er and Dad’s King Tut rug is on the floor.

Wednesday, June 20: Fair. Up at 8. Break-
fasted and at the bedroom (Gertrude’s). Had 
it nearly finished by dinner. Had just a few 
things to do after. Took Gene up to Tiny’s. 
She’s getting on okay. Had a little visit with 
her. Last night Janet and Allyn Janice Bait-
sholts and Howdie Bell here for Amateur 
Hour. Mr. Raulson died today.

Thursday, June 21: Fair. Cleaned bed-
rooms and then Gene and I went to Delite’s. 
Gene finished her kitchen (painting) and I did 
some mending and fixed hems. Got home 
about 4 P.M. After supper we took Janet, Ed-
die Gifford and Adele and Adrienne to the 
graduation at Durham C.S. Called on Olive 
and Izora a while.

Friday, June 22: Fair. Light rain tonight. 
Cleaned living rooms and Adrienne got ready 
to go to work this P.M. I took her over about 
2:30. Don called this P.M. He’s all right. Jaw 
some sore. Will be home tomorrow. Gene 
working at Ellie’s and Mrs. Cook’s (A.M.). 
Joyce called. She didn’t think Chuck was 

coming home this weekend so had no way 
home except perhaps with Stanton.

Saturday, June 23: Rain. Up late. Didn’t 
do much. Don came about 11 A.M. Had a call 
from Joyce. She’s coming with Stanton. Don 
went for her tonight. Chuck didn’t come this 
weekend. Gene at Siebert’s. I took her up this 
A.M. ‘Lite called about Don.

Sunday, June 24: Fair. I went to church. 
Played. P.M. rested, etc. Joyce went swim-
ming with the girls. Don went for Adrienne to 
take her to the graduation sermon. ‘Lite Philip 
and JoAnn here for a while. Had a bite to eat 
9 P.M.

Monday, June 25: Fair. Hard thunder 
shower last night. Took Joyce to Green-
ville. Don went to work. Hung out wash and 
brought it in. A nice day. Gertrude made gin-
ger cookies. Man came for scrap paper. Kids 
on a picnic tonight.

Tuesday, June 26: Fair and cool. Finished 
the ironing and put away the clothes. The 
Conference Young people arrived. Adele at-
tends. Marlyn Starr here tonight with Adele. 
Mended, etc.

Wednesday, June 27: Warm. Made lemon 
meringue pie for the conference. Crocheted 
on a dishcloth. Don worked late and brought 
Adrienne home with him. Gertrude and I 
went to John for groceries. Don had to go to 
Kusterer’s to fix something tonight. 

Thursday, June 28: Fair. Washed kitchen 
floor and made rhubarb conserve. Adrienne 
went to work this A.M. with Don. Tonight 
Gertrude and I took Adele and Eddie Gifford 
to Durham to go roller skating with Marcia 
and Butch Morse. Called on Olive and Izora.

Friday, June 29: Cloudy. Rainy. Cleaned 
bedrooms and living rooms and dusted. Joyce 
came with Don. Adele back about 9:30 A.M. 
from her roller skating. Joyce is taking next 
week off.

Saturday, June 30: Rainy. Made custard 
pie. After dinner went down to the hall and 
dried dishes. Chuck came. He has a 10-day 
furlough. Joyce went there with him tonight. 
No races. Too rainy. Don home and we 
cleaned part of the cellar. Looks much better. 

Grandma Mackey’s Diary
1951 life in Medusa

By Toby Moore
For Capital Region Independent Media

How often have you set out to 
accomplish a goal and lost moti-
vation? If you’re like me, it’s hap-
pened a lot. We work very hard for 
some time only to feel tired, unin-
spired and burned out later on, find-
ing it hard to continue. 

Sometimes the goal is so big it’s 
easy to give up; so hard to accom-
plish that letting things take our 
focus is easy. Who can blame us? 
Life is hectic! Many different peo-
ple, projects and interests pull us in 
dozens of directions. 

It’s amazing how computers 
have made our lives easier. Com-
puters can do so many things that 
people used to do. With the help of 
computers, we should have more 
time for ourselves, and maybe we 
do, but there are also more distrac-
tions. 

We can keep up with what’s 

going on with our friends, family 
and people we don’t even know 
through social media. 

There are tons of new shows on 
TV today, more than ever before. 
With all the latest streaming ser-
vices coming online, there is a need 
and never-ending hunger for new 
content. New shows are made like 
never before. The entertainment 
opportunities are endless. 

In the same way we need to eat 
to keep our energy levels up, we 
also need to keep our mental and 
emotional lives fed. We feed our 
physical bodies with food, and we 
feed our minds and emotions with 
everything else. 

When you’re watching the lat-
est TV series, listening to music, 
reading the news, spending time 
with friends and family, you’re 
feeding yourself. I’ve found people 
often don’t recognize that even the 
thoughts we think are feeding us. 

In the same way that some 

foods are unhealthy for our physi-
cal bodies, some mental foods are 
harmful to our minds. 

A good question to ask yourself 
is, what am I feeding my thought 
life? Are you spending time with 
people who bring you down? Are 
you watching things on the internet 
that make you feel depressed and 
uninspired? Are you listening to 
music that leaves you feeling neg-
ative? Are you thinking thoughts 
that cause discouragement? Are 
you dwelling on the negativity of 
the past? 

Everything we do feeds us. 
How often do you spend time pro-
viding yourself with things that 
keep you motivated and on track? 
We must nurture our motivation; 
it isn’t permanent. It’s challenging 
for anyone to stay inspired for long 
unless they renew their motivation 
daily. 

There have been times when 
I’ve worked hard to get to a partic-

ular place in life, and a few months 
to a year later, I realized I wasn’t 
as motivated as I used to be. What 
happened? I was giving my atten-
tion to things that didn’t positively 
feed me. I wasn’t feeding my des-
tiny. 

It reminds me of the old saying, 
“Garbage in, garbage out.” What 
we put into our minds will indeed 
produce an outcome. When you fill 
your mind with things that bring 
you down, it will negatively affect 
you.

My dad was a very motivated 
person. Some have asked me how 
he could have so much energy and 
enthusiasm for his dreams and 
goals. As a family member, I saw 
times when he was tired and unmo-
tivated, but he didn’t stay that way 
for long.

One thing he always did was 
to make sure he spent time getting 
inspired. He read, watched and lis-
tened to things that fed his motiva-

tion. Whenever he picked me up 
from school or a sporting event, he 
was always listening to something 
that inspired him. Often it was a 
motivational speaker or uplifting 
music. He didn’t spend his time 
feeding negativity, he spent his 
time feeding positivity. 

Maybe you’ve lost your mo-
tivation or lost belief in yourself. 
Don’t beat yourself up. It’s normal 
and happens to us all. 

The good news is you don’t 
have to stay where you are. I be-
lieve that you can accomplish your 
goals. Little by little, surround 
yourself with people who feed your 
inspiration. Spend time filling your 
mind with motivation and thoughts 
of victory. When you make this a 
daily practice, you’ll find what you 
need to take you to the next level.

Toby Moore is a columnist, the 
star of Emmy-nominated “A Sepa-
rate Peace,” and the CEO of Cube-
stream Inc.

Get your motivation back
Positively Speaking
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By Mary Schoepe
For Capital Region Independent Media

If you’ve never experienced 
acid reflux, then you’re one of the 
lucky ones. 

But if you’re one of the 60 mil-
lion Americans that suffer from 
gastroesophageal reflux disease 
(GERD) on a weekly basis, then 
you know that it can be anywhere 
from mildly unpleasant to excruci-
atingly painful. And without taking 
care, GERD could lead to much 
more serious problems like hiatal 
hernias.  

Acid reflux is caused by weak-
ness or relaxation of the lower 
esophageal valve. When work-
ing correctly, this valve closes as 

soon as food passes through it. If 
it doesn’t close all the way or if it 
opens too often, acid produced by 
your stomach can move up into 
esophagus, resulting in heart burn. 

Although there are usually no 
signs or symptoms associated with 
small  hiatal hernias, larger ones can 
cause a host of problems including 
heartburn, regurgitation of food or 
liquids into the mouth, difficulty 
swallowing, chest or abdominal 
pain, shortness of breath, vomiting 
of blood or passing black stools.

Unfortunately, a hernia will 
not repair itself. However, you can 
manage your symptoms holistical-
ly by incorporating some lifestyle 
changes. You can begin by avoiding 
highly acidic foods. Acidic foods 

like citrus weaken the lower esoph-
ageal sphincter, making it easier for 
stomach acids to back up into your 
esophagus.

Another suggestion for easier, 
pain-free digestion is to eat smaller 
portions throughout the day. Small-
er portions will also make it easier 
to control your caloric intake — an-
other factor in acid reflux. It’s also 
a good idea to stop eating at least 
three hours prior to bedtime. 

Losing weight can also be ad-
vantageous. 

“By losing weight, particular-
ly around the mid section, you’re 
decreasing the pressure in the ab-
dominal cavity, which helps reduce 
reflux,” according to Carolyn New-
berry, assistant professor of medi-

cine at Cornell Medical College. 
A low-fat, high-fiber diet not 

only contributes to weight loss, but 
it can also help normalize bowel 
function and relieve constipation.

Some people find that taking a 
combination of  probiotics, slippery 
elm, licorice, ginger and L-gluta-
mine and aloe vera juice soothes 
the digestive tract, but please check 
with your doctor first.

If these steps don’t help, or if 
you have frequent or severe symp-
toms, it may be time to consult your 
doctor about taking OTC antacids 
that neutralize the stomach acids or 
as a last resort having surgery.  

There are two types of surgical 
treatment used to relieve symptoms 
of GERD if daily medication isn’t 

effective. 
The most recently approved 

procedure involves surgically plac-
ing a ring known as a LINX device 
around the outside of the lower 
end of the esophagus. This device 
helps reflux by preventing stomach 
contents from backing up into the 
esophagus. 

Another surgical procedure 
called a fundoplication can help 
prevent further acid reflux. The 
procedure involves wrapping the 
upper part of the stomach around 
the lower esophageal sphincter to 
strengthen it.

Please note that the content in 
this article should never be used as 
a substitute for medical advice from 
your doctor. 

Dealing with GERD grief 
Fitness Concepts

LATHAM — Sunmark Credit Union and 
the Sunmark Charitable Community Foun-
dation announced recently they have again 
partnered with Beekman 1802 to celebrate 
the “Summer of Kindness” in their local com-
munities. 

Founded in Sharon Springs, NY, Beek-
man 1802 is one of the largest independent 
skincare companies in the United States and 
has grown from a single act of kindness from 
one neighbor to another.

For the second year, children up to age 12 
are invited to “deposit kindness” all summer 
by submitting their ideas on how they would 
spread kindness where they live. Kindness 
forms are available at any Sunmark Credit 
Union location, or online at www.sunmark.
org/kindness. Children are invited to deposit 
their ideas into the Beekman 1802 goat banks 
located at any Sunmark branch, or via email 
at kindness@sunmark.org.

A Kindness Crew – comprised of Sunmark 
Credit Union and Beekman 1802 employees, 
and Sunmark Charitable Community Foun-
dation volunteers – review all submissions 
and select ideas to become Kindness Projects. 
These projects will be fulfilled throughout the 
summer, with the Kindness Crew working to-
gether with the child who submits the form to 
bring their ideas to life and spread kindness in 
their community.

This spring and summer, the Sunmark 
Charitable Community Foundation and 
Beekman 1802 will be hosting “Kids Kind-
ness Workshops” as a part of the Summer 
of Kindness initiative. Sunmark and Beek-
man 1802 will partner with area teachers and 
youth group leaders to bring kindness to their 
classroom or organization. 

 During workshops, children will learn 

what it means to be kind and how even the 
smallest act of kindness can leave a positive 
impact on the world. The Kindness Crew will 
facilitate a group discussion on the meaning 
of kindness and help children brainstorm how 
to spread kindness in their homes, commu-
nities, and school. Groups will complete a 
hands-on Kindness Project to benefit a local 
organization in their community.

Workshops are tailored to fit various age 
groups and schedules. For more information 
or questions, please contact Audrey Stone, 
Community Engagement Program Manager, 
at audrey.stone@sunmark.org.

“Sunmark Credit Union and the Sunmark 
Charitable Community Foundation are excit-
ed to work together with the team at Beekman 
1802 for another year to bring the ‘Summer 
of Kindness’ to the communities we serve,” 
said Amber Cooleen, chief marketing officer 
at Sunmark Credit Union and president of the 
Sunmark Charitable Community Foundation. 
“Last year, we were able to complete eight 
Summer of Kindness projects, bringing the 
ideas of local children to life and extending 
kindness to so many. With the addition of 
Kindness Workshops in 2022, we are looking 
forward to completing even more kindness 
projects and continuing to cultivate kindness 
where we live.”

Alan Edstrom, Head of Events for Beek-
man 1802 said, “Beekman 1802 is so hap-
py to continue to help model kindness with 
Sunmark Credit Union and young people 
throughout the Capital Region and beyond. 
By finding ways to find kindness for yourself, 
your community, and the planet every day, we 
all can create a neighborhood that can grow 
and bloom.”

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Children participating in the Summer of Kindness initiative.

Sunmark and Beekman 1802 launch  
‘Summer of Kindness’ initiative
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Many people, both men and 
women, kept diaries in the past. 
I have a small collection of local 
diaries and would love to have 
more because they illustrate the 
daily lives people were leading 
and what and who was import-
ant to them. Most people started 
diary keeping on January 1 of 
a given year. While they may 
not have continued recording 
until the end of the year, the di-
aries usually tell what their au-
thors were doing on New Year’s 
Day. Since this edition of “The 
Greenville Pioneer” is coming 
out on January 1, I thought I 
would share with you how some 
people spent that day in the past. 
I don’t even know the names of 
all those who kept the diaries. 
Often, they didn’t put their 
names in the books. Perhaps you 
can guess who the authors might 
have been. If you do fi nd a clue, 
please let me know.

 Helen Tripp was one of the 
daughters of Alfred and Maria 
Utter Tripp. She was born Jan-
uary 26,1853, and she lived un-
til January 27, 1917. She lived 
in the brick house on the main 
street of Oak Hill with her fam-
ily. On January 1, 1874, she 
started a diary: 

Thursday, Weather very 
pleasant. I worked around the 
house until noon. In the after-
noon sewed on my dress. Did 
not go anywhere nor was there 
any one in here till evening. Mrs. 
Eliza Flower called. Received a 
letter from Libbie Russell.

Friday, January 2: Weather 
very pleasant, thawed all day. 
I sewed on my dress nearly all 
day. Aunt Mary Utter and Jim-
mie came down this evening to 
go to the donation. [I can imag-
ine what the donation was, but 
can anyone share more informa-
tion?] Aunt Mary invited us to 
go with her. The coal fi re went 
out last night. I had to make it 
up this morning. Aunt Mary had 
a very nice time; they cleared 
$104.

Saturday, January.3: Weath-
er very pleasant; thawed all day 
again today. I had to make the 
coal fi re again today. Father, 
Mother, Hattie and Carrie [her 
two youngest sisters] went over 
to Uncle Briggs today. [Uncle 
Briggs was a Tripp and lived in 
Medusa or Westerlo]. I fi nished 
my dress, all but the buttons and 
pockets.

Sunday, January 4:  Weather 
very nice and pleasant. Went to 
Durham to church this morn-
ing. Did not get back in time 
for Sunday School. Did not go 
to church this afternoon. [The 
Tripps lived next to the Oak Hill 
Methodist Church and were al-
ways very involved there.]  Or-
ville preached. I wrote a letter 
to Libbie Russell this evening. 
Did not go to church. [It sounds 
like there were opportunities to 
spend the whole day and eve-
ning at church.]

Chauncey B Day from Al-
cove recorded on January 
1,1887: Thurs. Went to Al-
cove—got 3 gal. kerosene.

The diary of another anon-
ymous person recorded: Jan 1, 
1888 Rained all day. Hugh here 
in evening. 

A. M. Cowles recorded in 
his diary: January 1, 1898: The 
snow that fell yesterday has 
been piled in heaps last night 
and the wind is still blowing. 
I could not get home last night 
for the snow was drifted.  Mr. 
Whitehead and myself played 5 
games of dominoes this morn-
ing.  In the evening played with 
Mr. Mackey. Mr. Cook and 
brother drove them to the house 
to break out the roads.

Jan. 1, 1918:  A diary from 
the Wade family recorded: Mary 
is with us. We stay in all day. 
Big Fire in Catskill 2:20 a.m.

Mrs. Mary D. Mattice from 
Catskill wrote: Wednesday, Jan 
1,1919: We stayed home. Made 
head cheese and hockeye [a pig 
product].

For years many Oak Hill and 
Vicinity families have gone to 
Florida in the winter; the Tripps, 
the Fords, and the Wades all had 
houses in the Bradenton area. 
For these folks, the New Year 
was a time to go south. A series 
of diaries written by the Wade 
family give an idea of what the 
New York folks did in Florida:

Gainesville Fla Jan 1, 1925. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bates, Nelson and 
I ate our New Year’s dinner to-
gether outside our tents plac-
ing our tables together. (Menu:  
fricasseed chicken, sweet and 
white potatoes, cucumber pick-
les, chili sauce, creamed onions, 
green peas, sweet corn, celery, 
cranberries sauce.  Coffee Lem-
on pies.) The men washed the 
dishes for us. Mrs. Bates and 
I called on Mrs. Harder from 
Hudson on this camp.

Jan 1, 1928: Spend the day a 
home. Bates are away the week 
end. Mr. and Mrs. Lasher called 
this afternoon. We spend our 
spare time writing letters. Nel-
son goes to church.

Deland Fla:  Jan 1, 1930 A 
very lovely day. Need no fi re. 
Wash this am; take a nap this af-
ternoon. And go with the Lash-
ers to see the Glorifi ed Ameri-
can Girl.

1934:  Deland, Fla. We go out 
for dinner and go to the movies 
in afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. Kipp 
from Orange City call in the 
evening. Tooldie seems some 
better today. 80 in the shade.

Jan 1, 1935: A lovely day. 
We call on Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
and the Hacks. Have our din-
ner at home. Spend our evening 
with Mr. and Mrs. Luke

Jan 2.  Three callers. Nice 
day. Our anniversary. Hacks for 
the evening.

Jan. 1, 1938: A lovely day. 

Had dinner at home. Junior with 
us. There was a dinner at the CC 
[country club?] Building for the 
Tourists but we did not go. The 
holidays passed off very pleas-
antly. Thunder showers later 
evening.

Jan 1, 1939:  callers this af-
ternoon.

Jan 2 this is our 56th wedding 
anniversary. Quite a change be-
tween then and now

Jan 1, 1940:  Mr. and Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Lasher, Nelson 
and I had our dinner at the Tour-
ist Club Rooms. A very nice 
turkey dinner gotten on purpose 
for the club about 230 were 
there.  Price 80 cents. The busi-
ness meeting at 7:00, then an 
entertainment and refreshments 
and card playing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howards came this afternoon. 

You can see the New York 
folks had a wide circle of 
friends, lots of activities, and 
warm weather. Some of them 
stayed a few months and then 
returned north. Others made 
Florida their permanent home. 

Another diary which has 
no name identifying its owner, 
written in an O-K Seal Theme 
Tablet is one of my favorites. It 
is titled “My Diary for 1936.”

Wed. Jan 1 --1936:  Geils, 
John and I were to Flossies & 
Harris. A beautiful day. Came 
back and stopped at Golda’s, 
they were sawing ice.

Thurs. Jan 2. John went on 
the road I did chores, washed, 
another lovely day starting to 
rain at night. Reggie Fowler 
broke his leg at Newells.

Friday, Jan 3. Johns home, it 
rained all day. John went with 
Floyd Nickerson after hay.  I 
went to Helens.

Saturday Jan 4:  Lovely 
day just like spring. Helen and 
I went to Middleburg got our 
money from Clarence, came 
back by way of Potter Hollow. 
Stopped at Ethel Bates got home 
about 4 oclock had a hay ride 
through the woods.

Sunday Jan 5: Just a perfect 
day Very icy rained last night.  
John walked to Elmers. Geil, 
K.O. and Cecile was down after 
milk.

Mary Wade, wife of Leslie 
Wade, lived in the Green Re-
vival house in Oak Hill. She 
became the Durham Town Clerk 
January 1, 1946 and record-
ed in her diary: We have Town 
Clerk’s offi ce and had the safe 
etc. moved to our house.  Wrote 
a few licenses.  Stayed home for 
New Year’s Day.

Jan. 2:  got desk ready for 
Town Papers, etc.  Had to get 
new battery for car. Pop [Leslie] 
got all the Town Clerk material 
in order for me. Not much busi-
ness yet. 

Brooks Atkinson, the dra-

ma critic for the “New York 
Times,” and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author who had a house in 
Durham on the Susquehanna 
Turnpike for many years, pub-
lished a book in 1951 called 
“Once Around the Sun.” It is 
presented in diary form in that 
there is an essay for every day 
of the year. 

Some essays describe local 
residents, but today I want to 
share his philosophical com-
ments on January 1, 1951. He 
was in New York City that day. 
His musings seem relevant for 
today: “New Year’s Day. The 
new year comes in with a sting. 
New York is alarmed. Rain fall-
ing at a freezing temperature 
has covered the sidewalks with 
a hard glaze. Speaking over the 
city radio the mayor personally 
warns motorists to keep off the 
icy streets. The Weather Bu-
reau forecasts a heavy snow-
storm tonight. At the moment, 
the year looks bright…. we are 
warm and we begin the new 
year triumphantly. The worst 
can happen; occasionally it 
does. Not many of us in Ameri-
ca are prepared for it, for we do 
not believe it in our bones. We 
cheerfully assume that in some 
mystic way love conquers all, 
the good outweighs evil in the 
just balances of the universe and 
that at the eleventh hour some-
thing gloriously triumphant 
will prevent the worst before 
it happens. In the austere light 
of the world’s experience our 
optimism is naïve. When wars 
and depressions strike us down, 
we are shocked, incredulous, 
and unprepared. But cautious 
calculations bore us; they have 
such a dismal appearance and 
sound. To Americans optimism 
is a more congenial attitude. It 
may be even more than that: it 
may be creative. For all that I 
know at the moment, ‘Happy 
New Year’ may be nothing less 
than prophecy as the world be-
gins one more journey around 
the sun.”

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas 
is the Town of Durham Histori-
an. She lives in Oak Hill, thus 
the name of her column. 

Greenville Auto & Truck Parts 
4979 Route 81, Greenville · 518-966-5344 

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 · Sat 8-5 · Sun 9-2 

OVERBAUGH
DUMPSTERS 

15-Yard Dumpsters Available 
Mark Overbaugh - Greenville 

518-947-9981

Spring Cleaning?? 
Want to Get Rid of Old Metal? 
All Metals Picked up FREE!! 

All appliances - Air Conditioners 
Outdoor Grills - Metal Swimming Pools 

Call Today! 
John at 518-756-3056 

Many people kept diaries in the past

The front of the “Once Around the Sun” dust jacket is typical of illustration in 1951 
when it was published. The book sold for $4.

The dress Helen Tripp wrote about in her diary would likely have been similar to those worn by the Tripp ladies in this picture. 
They prided themselves on their fashionable attire, made mostly at home. At that period of time, the local stores sold yard 
good and notions. Some ladies in town had a dressmaker come to stay for a week or so to make their new gowns.

The Tripps had a house in Bradenton, where the whole family visited.  I U was in 
fact living there when he died, but his body was returned to Oak Hill for burial in 
the Oak Hill Cemetery. They were members of the Bradenton Country Club.

Mary Wade of Oak Hill was one of the many area people who went to Florida each 
winter. Some visited; others retired there. Most people drove from the Catskills to 
Florida, and there are numerous accounts of their trips which took several days 
and possibly car repairs along the way. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The back of the dustjacket of Brooks Atkinson’s book pictures him and tells about 
his many achievements.

Haying in Oak 
Hill & Vicinity

By Mary Lou Nahas
For Capital Region Independent Media

Haying was a routine part of summer 
farm life in Oak Hill and Vicinity at one 
time.  

Now, I personally know little about 
haying beyond seeing the cut fields and 
the trucks go by with loads of square or 
round bales. Doing some reading I found 
that “generally, the first cut happens in 
May. It usually is the most nutritious har-
vest because of the rich spring growth. A 
second cut is often taken in late June or 
July. As summer wears on, forage grows 
more slowly, but with a bump in Sep-
tember, many fields will support a third 
cut, and occasionally even a fourth.”  

There’s an old saying, “A wet May 
fills the barns with hay.” So, we are now 
between the first and second cuts. The 
hay fields are beautiful and the birds 
seem to enjoy walking around, picking 
up seeds or whatever.

Brooks Atkinson in his book “Once 
Around the Sun,” published in 1951, did 
not present a romantic view of haying: 
“Haying is dirty, heavy, violent work 
that has to be done in the hottest time of 
the year. Some of it has to be done in the 

hottest place in the region — just under 
the heat-crackling metal roof of the barn 
in a dust-laden airless mow. Tradition-
ally sweet as new hay is, moving hay in 
hot weather is a form of torture.”

Of course, mowing hay today is not 
the same as in 1953. Atkinson, who lived 
up on the Susquehanna Turnpike, wrote 
about Judson Moss: “Bobbing around on 
the flexible seat of his mowing machine, 
Judson Moss drives his pair of horses 
around the ‘house-lot,’ as he calls it, and 
begins the job of haying on our place. He 
has finished the haying on his own farm, 
and now comes to ours. It is always a 
pleasant morning when Jud hitches Dan 
and Snip to the mowing machine and 
cuts the first swath through our grass.

“Despite the romantic myths that 
have grown up, for the most part fraud-
ulently, about the subject of haying, let 
us joyfully celebrate the modern mecha-
nization of that ancient chore. Yesterday 
Jud cut about half of the grass in two ad-
joining fields. This morning one of the 
neighbors rakes it in endless windrows 
behind a tractor. As soon as he has well 
started, another neighbor starts bailing 
it mechanically with a bailing machine, 

that is new this season in our communi-
ty. In previous seasons it has taken Jud 
and his son, Leslie, a week to cut, rake, 
stack and pitch on this much grass. But 
by noon today the bailing machine has 
gathered up, bailed, tied and tossed out 
all the grass cut yesterday, and no one 
has broken his back, strained his heart 
or raised a sweat.”  

Atkinson continued, “The most ro-
mantic thing I have seen all summer 
is the bailing machine devouring man-
hours in the hayfield and rolling cheer-
fully away at noon to devour some more 
man-hours on another farm.”

Ralph Hull in his book, “A Lifetime 
of Experiences and Memories,” wrote 
in 2011 “that there are twelve remain-
ing dairy farmers today in our school 
district who make their living by farm-
ing: John Spaulding, Floyd Ives, Jr., 
John Hull, Frank Hull, Robert Elpel Jr., 
Charles Khors and son Carl, Alfred and 
Frances Partridge, Jerry Cunningham 
and son Timothy, Ernest Brink, Bruce 
Brink, Stanley McCafferty and William 
Woodworth.“

While there are few dairy farmers 
now, many of these families still hay. 
For example, the Partridges at Hedges 
Homestead do, but since they no longer 
have many dairy cattle, they sell their 
hay to horse farms in Greene and Co-
lumbia counties and some to beef farm-
ers. Ernie Brink hays both for himself 
and to sell to others.  

Cunningham’s also continue to  hay, 
as does Carl Khors and Frank Hull. Jeff 
Ives, Junior’s son, carries on the tradi-

tion but sells his hay because he no lon-
ger has a dairy herd. John Hull no longer 
farms.  

There are new farmers who were not 
around when Ralph was writing, for ex-
ample the Twelve Tribes hay a number 
of fields around the area. End of the 
Lane Farm at  601 Sutton Road in  Corn-
wallville produces and sells their own 
milk as well as dairy products produced 
by others. They have totally grass-fed 
cows. They market all over the area and 
are building a store at their farm. 

Ralph Hull commented, “Day help is 
just not available anymore except for the 
young teenage boys who will help out 
during the haying season. Today farmers 
look for folks who have machinery and 
can drive it to help with haying.

“The hay fed is in 40- to 50-pound 
bales baled by balers that throw out a 
rectangular bale. Others produce round 
bales.” 

I see both shapes of bales in the 
fields. Shelburne Farm in Vermont, 
which educates the public on haying, 
writes: “High quality dry hay is used for 
feed; lower quality hay is for bedding. 
We cut and store both round bales and 
square bales. We make round bales for 
our dairy cows, and square bales primar-
ily for our Children’s Farmyard animals. 
That’s partly because of storage space: 
the square bales have to be lifted into the 
hay mow above the farmyard!” 

So the process goes on. I am glad 
haying season is still a special time in 
our Catskills.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
End of the Lane Farm, 601 Sutton Road Cornwallville, first cut. This will be baled into round bales and wrapped in an 
inline wrapper to ferment and make baleage that will be fed during winter months (non-grazing time).

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Boarders up from New York City at Hedges Homestead seem to be posing for 
a haying photo. I wonder how much they really helped?

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
On a small farm, the whole family usually got involved in the work of haying.

11780 Rte. 9W • Coxsackie, NY 12192 • 518.653.5367

All Natural ‘I Scream’ 

Ice Cream • Hotdogs

Ice Cream Cakes 
For Any Occasion!

Town of Coeymans
18 Russell Ave, Ravena, New York 12143

518-756-6006 • www.Coeymans.org

JOB FAIR
TOWN OF COEYMANS

JUNE 30, 2022
4:00PM-7:30PM

Enjoy some light refreshments and 
meet local companies like 

Carver Companies, CTI, TCI, Bank 
of Green County, National Bank of 

Coxsackie, Lafarge Holcim, 
Capital Region Independent Media: 

Ravena News-Herald, 
The UpStater.com, The Greenville 

Pioneer and many more!

Open to the public!
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Void where prohibited by law. Promotions may not be combined or used with prior purchases. Customer will receive 20% off list price for each window or door purchased and $150 off the entire project. Promotion to be applied by sales representative at time of 
contract execution with 8 window minimum purchase. Available at time of initial visit only. Expires 6/18/22. (t) No Money Down, No Interest, No Payments applies if the balance is paid in full within 12 months. Renewal by Andersen of Eastern NY [RBA] is neither 
a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided by 3rd party lenders unaffiliated with RBA, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements, approval and satisfactory completion of finance docu-
ments. RBA does not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing RBA customers. (x) For J.D. Power 2021 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. RBA is not responsible for typos. 
Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “Renewal by Andersen” and the Renewal by Andersen logo are registered trademarks of Andersen Corporation. All other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. © 
2022 Andersen Corporation.
 

(518)831-2442
CALL FOR A FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION! 

   3 WEEKS ONLY!

112 Rotterdam Corporate Park, Schenectady, NY 

R BA E a s t e r n N Y.c o m

NO Money Down  
NO Payments  
NO Interest 
FOR 1 YEARt

P
LU

S

FREE In-Home Consultation.
We come to you with samples and show you  
all your options.

Up-Front Pricing. NO Pricing Games.
The price we quote is the price you will pay.

Custom Measured.
Our windows and doors are manufactured to  
fit your home. We don’t modify your home to  
fit our windows and doors.

Master Certified Installers.
Our installers are factory-trained employees  
not sub-contractors. We will leave your  
home spotless.

3  
WEEKS
ONLY!

FLASH SALE

3

YOUR ENTIRE 
PROJECT 

20 %  

OFF*  
YOUR ENTIRE  

PURCHASE

OFF*   
 

$150  A
N
D

Renewal by Andersen® provides one  
rock-solid warranty that covers your  
windows, doors and installation.

ADDITIONAL

Recognized by J.D. Power for  
“Highest in Customer Satisfaction  

with Window & Patio Door  
Manufacturer Brands in the U.S.”
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 I wanted to thank everyone within the Ravena / Coeymans / 
Selkirk communities for their continued support over the last 
year. It has been difficult at times but we have managed to get 
through it and provide a helpful community service. We are back 
to regular business hours Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm / Sat 10am - 3pm 
/ Closed on Sundays
 Currently, with the volume of bottles and cans we are only 
taking drop offs - bring in your empties, place them in a designated 
area, we take your name and then give you the earliest time 
frame to come back or any time thereafter to collect your money.
Since opening in July 2018, we have helped raise approximately 
$52,500, which is almost 924,000 bottles/cans for 50 different 
organizations which anyone can donate to.
 We look forward to servicing the community in the future. 
If you have any questions regarding operation, donations or 
fundraisers please reach out....

Shane DeCrescenzo

Just Makes Cents
Bottle & Can Redemption Center

518-577-3084
Justmakescents6@gmail.com

Building Your Dream Home?

ANNIVERSARY

ANNIVERSARY

Apply online in minutes at nbcoxsackie.com

Serving Greene, Schoharie and Albany Counties
1Pending credit approval. 11% down required. 

Rates and terms may change without notice. NMLS Co ID # 816880

National Bank of Coxsackie can Help
You with a Construction Loan1

•  We’re one of the few lenders that offer it!

•  Only 11% down required with NO PMI

•  Single closing with flexible disbursement schedules

•  No points, application, credit bureau, 
application or inspection fees

•  Competitive rates

mittee, which organizes the event ev-
ery year. “My father started it at his 
house on Route 9W and then we held it 
at both places — on 9W and here at the 
Van Etten farm, and we had a bus that 
went back and forth. Now, it’s just here 
at the farm.”

It’s difficult to estimate how many 
people attended this year’s event be-
cause there is no admission fee and 
people just come and go, Burns said. 
In addition to exhibits of antique farm 
equipment, there was music, a silent 
auction, tractor-pull competitions, a 
community dinner in the evening, and 
vendors of all kinds.

If you gazed skyward, there was 
also a demonstration of remote-con-
trol airplanes that swooped and zipped 
across the sky.

AgFest offers something for every-
one, Burns said.

“This is something we started years 
and years ago and it just gets bigger ev-
ery year,” he said. “I think it is good 
for New Baltimore — there are a lot of 
people here. There are not really many 
places where you can go for free any-
more, and everything here is free.”

Shelly Van Etten, who co-owns the 
farm with her husband, said AgFest is 
an enjoyable event the entire communi-
ty can take part in.

“We enjoy it and we feel like the 
community enjoys it, too,” Van Etten 
said. “It’s a nice activity for everyone 
to come to and it shows how things 
were done on farms years ago. I think 
the kids really enjoy it.”

Antique farm equipment was on 
display and several exhibitors demon-
strated how the machinery works.  

Thomas Curtis, of Pompey, 
near Syracuse, showed how a 1922 
50-horsepower Case steam traction en-
gine works, operating a thresher that 

turns straw into grain.
“It separates the grain from the 

straw — that’s how they used to do it 
in the early 1900s,” Curtis explained. 
“My grandfather bought it and now I 
travel around to the shows — this is 
the first show I have been to this year. 
When I was small, my grandfather used 
to take me to the shows and I really 
liked it, so I have been coming to these 
shows pretty much all my life.”

Another popular activity at AgFest 
is the tractor-pull competition, where 
drivers test their lawn and garden 
tractors to see how far they can pull a 
transfer sled that is hooked up to the 
rear of the tractor.

“We go by horsepower and by 
weight,” said Rex Scanlon, who built 
the transfer sled. “The box on the trans-
fer sled automatically comes up the 
further it goes and the more weight it 
puts down. There is 2,000 pounds — as 
you drive, it automatically goes up the 
rails and the closer it gets to the tractor, 
the heavier it gets.”

Scanlon lives near Utica, but has 
traveled to AgFest for 29 of the 31 
years the festival has been taking place.

New Baltimore Town Supervisor 
Jeff Ruso said the town offers sup-
port for AgFest in the form of paying 
for the insurance and putting up road 
signs directing traffic to the event, but 
the great majority of the work is done 
by the Van Etten family and the AgFest 
Committee.

AgFest was canceled the last two 
years due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
but Ruso said he was glad to see it back 
in 2022.

“I have never seen this many cars 
in this parking lot before. I am really 
glad it is back up and running,” Ruso 
said. “It really is the biggest event we 
have in the town of New Baltimore ev-
ery year. It gets people out and about.”

AGFEST, from page 1

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Exhibitor Thomas Curtis feeds straw into a thresher that was being operated by a 1922 Case 
steam traction engine.
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your digital presence from a customer’s point 
of view,” Haine said. “How do they fi nd you? 
Ninety-eight percent of them are going to use 
Google, 67% of them are on their mobile de-
vice, so start thinking that way. The number 
one thing I would start with is Google your-
self so you know what you will fi nd.”

Building trust with customers, or potential 
customers, is key.

“Trust is everything — 90% of people 
make a decision to go to your website long 
before they actually go to your website, 65% 
of the people on your website are already 
there because they want to buy something 
from you or to interact with you or they want 
what you have to offer,” Haine said. “How do 
you get people there? Reviews are a big part 
of it.”

Many customers check out reviews either 
on Google or on social media or another plat-
form before making a purchase, so a savvy 
business owner will encourage customers to 
post reviews online. 

“Ninety percent of people will make a de-
cision based on the reviews they see — don’t 
underestimate it,” Haine advised “Everybody 
understands that, but it’s very diffi cult to do it 
on a regular basis. Find a way to get reviews 
going on a consistent basis.”

Ask customers to leave a review as soon 
as possible, whether through a request at the 
bottom of the receipt, or proving a QR code 
they can link to, or making a fun contest for 
customers who review the business. Be cre-
ative, Haine advised.

“There are so many things you can do to 
make reviews part of your daily practice,” 
she told the business owners. “Make it part of 
your daily routine because it really does make 
a difference.”

What if your business gets a negative re-
view? There are ways to handle that, too.

“How you deal with reviews is critical — 
respond to everyone, positive and negative,” 
Haine said. “If it’s positive, thank them for 
their feedback. If it’s negative, get the con-
versation offl ine as quickly as possible. Don’t 
debate it. Give them your contact informa-
tion and have a real conversation — you will 
never solve the problem going back and forth 
in reviews. Get the conversation offl ine as 
quickly as possible.”

While customers fi nd businesses through 
internet searches, social media can also be an 
effective tool in building customer relation-
ships if the business posts regularly and main-
tains high quality in its social media postings.

“Frequency is good only if the content is 
really good,” Haine said. “Don’t ever lose the 
quality of your content — don’t compromise 
that over frequency. Frequency is not as im-
portant as quality.”

Videos on social media have become an 
increasingly important tool to reach custom-
ers, Haine said.

“Video is king, so if you can do video, do 
as much as you can,” Haine said. “It doesn’t 
have to be full production quality, you can just 
grab an iPhone and show people what you 
have to offer, and be sure to show yourself 
on the video — you are part of the business, 
so don’t be afraid to show your face in your 
videos.”

BUSINESS, from page 1

Brian Hemlock and John Barr of TCI NY join RCS High School 
students on their annual field trip to the “Trail of the Fallen” to 
honor those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice for our nation. 
Located near West Point the students participated in a day-
long team-building exercise with military staff. TCI sponsored 
part of the trip. There is an ever-expanding mound of stones, 
benches, and painted rocks placed in memorial to the lives lost 
during military conflicts. The students decorated four rocks of 
their own and took turns carrying them up to the memorial.
“It is important that we as a country and a community, remember 
and appreciate all of those who have served in the United 
States Armed Forces,” said Mr. Hemlock. “We have both active 
and retired military working at TCI.
Over the years, TCI has developed a strong partnership with 
RCS High School awarding scholarships to RCS High School 
Seniors and providing rewarding paid internship opportunities. 
The company now employs several former interns in good 
paying full-time jobs with benefits.
Lisa Patierne, Principal at RCS, said, “Not every student will go 
onto college. TCI provides students with paid worked based 
learning opportunities that can lead to a promising career.”
“This private-public partnership between TCI and RCS is a 
perfect example of career exploration and readiness that is 
paramount to developing a skilled workforce” states Brian 
Williams, Executive Director of the Capital Region Workforce 
Development Board.
To apply for a job at TCI, please call John Barr at 518-756- 9997. 
For more information, please visit our website at www.tci-ny.com.

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL HOME FOR 60 YEARS!

741 DELAWARE AVENUE, DELMAR, NY 12054

(518) 439-5560
WWW.MEYERSFUNERALHOME.COM

A family owned funeral home, started in 1968 by 
Ben Meyers of Alcove. In recent years taken over by 

his son, Stephen; who lives in Ravena. 

For personal service, flexibility and cost savings on 
your cremation and burial needs. Just 13 miles from 
downtown Ravena. I know people do not like to talk 
to the tax man or funeral director, but if I can be of 

any help at the time of need, please feel free to call.  

Stephen Meyers - Where the name on the sign out 
front matches the guy you talk to.

Burials starting at $2,835
Cremations starting at $995

It’s Like Wood but Stronger

Your deck should be a source of relaxation 
and comfort, not constant upkeep.  

With low-maintenance, durable TimberTech® AZEK 
capped PVC decking, you can spend more time 

relaxing in the sun and less time treating your deck. 
Plus, it can help improve the value  of your home.  

Greenville  |  Windham  |  Latham

*Non-stock / Special order*

Seasonal 
Full & Part-Time Housekeeping

Pine Lake Manor
An All Inclusive Family Vacation Resort

WE’RE HIRING AT

WWW.PINELAKEMANOR.COM

Please Call 518-966-5745
Come Join the Family!!
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• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

Nation
Pickers

• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

2530 Route 9W, Ravena, NY
Closed Monday • Open 11-5
Saturday’s 10-5
518.495.9225

An Affordable 25 Multi Dealer
Antique / Vintage / Collectable Shop

FOUNDED IN 1958

Anatriello Agency
Insurance of course!

2477 US Route 9W, Ravena, NY 12143
Johna@AnatrielloAgency.com • AnatrielloAgency.com

“Excellent to do 
business with.”

-Peter Mahan

“Very friendly and 
knowledgeable 

people. A 
pleasure to do 
business with!!”

-Darrell Owens

“Competitive prices. 
Detail oriented and personalized 

service. Thumbs up.”

-Pete Foronda

HOUSEAUTO BUSINESS
u Personal Service

u Attention To Detail

u Over 60 Years Of Family Owned Business 

u Providing Service To The Community

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/

Real, Reputable, 
Trusted. Your News 
Media.

www.newsmediaalliance.org 

THIS PUBLICATION 
SUPPORTS REAL 
NEWS.

REPORTERS, EDITORS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS
CREATE REAL NEWS. JOURNALISM YOU CAN TRUST.

#SupportRealNews

science. 
Bogusz’s weighted average 

through four years of high school 
was 99.41.

She participated in multiple 
honors, Advanced Placement 
and International Baccalaureate 
courses and hopes to earn a full 
IB diploma after graduation.

Bogusz is a member of the 
National Honor Society, Student 
Council, and serves as class pres-
ident.

She was an active athlete in 
high school, playing defense on 
the girls’ junior varsity and varsi-
ty soccer teams. Also a musician, 
Bogusz played saxophone in the 
Concert Band and Jazz Band, and 
in the All-County Band and for 
the New York State School Music 
Association. 

After graduating June 24, Bo-
gusz will attend Pace University 
where she will major in forensic 
science and will attend Kaplan 
International College of London 
in the fall.

TOP 10 STUDENTS
In addition to Haller and Bo-

gusz, Greenville Central High 
School named the rest of this 
year’s top 10 ranked students.

Coming in at number three 
was Sydney Ahrberg, who will at-
tend Wilkes University as an En-
glish major. Celina Miller, ranked 

at number four, will attend SUNY 
Cortland, where she will major 
in education. Madeleine Stewart 
came in at number fi ve and will 
move on to Vassar College in the 
fall.

Ranked at number six in the 

Class of 2022 was Taryn Silk, 
who will be a biomedical science 
major at the University of South 
Florida. Patrick Close came in 
at number seven in this year’s 
graduating class and will double 
major in biology and music at 

Hartwick College. Number eight 
was Hannah Case, who will at-
tend SUNY Cobleskill as an ag-
ricultural business major. John 
“Jack” Motta was ranked number 
nine; his future plans were not 
specifi ed. Aurora Gandolfo was 

ranked in the 10th spot and will 
continue her studies at SUNY Ul-
ster, where she will major in vet-
erinary technology.

Congratulations to all the 
graduates in the Class of 2022.

GREENVILLE, from page 1

Deep Steam Extraction
For your carpets, upholstery, 

vehicle, & office!

518.756.2669
Raymond Magee - Owner

Brightway 
Cleaning Service

Call Today 518.528.0144
challacombeconstruction@gmail.com

Challacombe Spray Foam

www.ChallacombeConstruction.com

Providing Kitchen and Bathroom 
Remodels and Spray Foam Applications

Sydney Ahrberg Celina Miller Madeleine Stewart Taryn Silk

Patrick Close Hannah Case     John “Jack” Motta Aurora Gandolfo     



The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  June 17, 2022                                                                                         17

By Dr. Billy Holland
For Capital Region Independent Media

I was reminded today of the 
verse in Psalm 30 and the last part 
of verse fi ve that says, “Weeping 
may last through the night but joy 
comes in the morning.” 

The analogy is implying there 
will be sadness during hard times, 
but perseverance will be reward-
ed when the confl ict is over. 

David, who is referred to in 
Acts 13:22 as a “man after God’s 
own heart,” kept his eyes on the 
Lord. When times were diffi cult, 
he cried out to Him in frustra-
tion, and when God was faithful, 
he lifted his voice in praise. The 
darkness has come to divide, con-
quer, steal, destroy, harm families 
and tear down nations, but let 
us remember the devil must fl ee 
when you resist him in the name 
of Jesus Christ.

Many of you are worried 
about what is coming. Stand fi rm 
in your prayers, ask for discern-
ment, and stay focused on God 
and His truth. 

The enemy has many disguis-
es. Release the agape love within 
you as a strong defense against 
deception, as Christ in you is the 
hope of glory. Make sure your 
house is built on the rock. Now 
is not the time to become relaxed 
and distracted, but rather to be-
come more intense and passion-
ate to draw near to God and to 
accomplish His mission. 

Keep a journal of your visions 
along with your prayers, as main-
taining a reverential fear of the 

Lord gives us confi dence that He 
will protect and provide for us.

Let us be encouraged today by 
proclaiming that God is the high-
est authority. Think about that 
for a moment. Try to fathom that 
everything we see He imagined 
and created. If we hold a marble 
in the palm of our hand and pre-
tend it is the earth, and compare it 
with the size of the sun, which is 
one of the billions of small stars, 
our sun could hold over 1 million 
marbles. If we lay a quarter on the 
ground and pretend it is the sun, 
and make a comparison in size to 
the other billions of larger-sized 
stars, we would need to measure 
a circle with a circumference of 
20 feet. 

Can you imagine what Heav-
en will be like? With trillions of 
stars and millions of galaxies, our 
human mind cannot comprehend 
the majestic authority and unlim-
ited power of the one who spoke 
everything into existence. Step 
outside tonight and look up into 
the sky, He has demonstrated and 
proven that His ability truly has 
no limit. 

Here is a thought even more 
overwhelming: He loves you and 
desires to save you and help you.

Allow me to say, dear friends, 
if you believe your problems are 
too big or your enemy is too pow-
erful for the Lord to take care of, 
then your concept of God is much 
too small. He is El-Shaddai, the 
God that is more than enough to 
take care of anything you would 
ever need. 

The only thing the devil ever 

created is fear and anxiety, but 
thank God we have a greater re-
ality, which is our spiritual under-
standing that He is the Alpha and 
Omega who desires to fi ll us with 
His hope and peace. May it be a 
personal revelation to stop telling 
God how big your problems are 
and to start telling your problems 
how big God is.

“Heavenly Father, we pray 
for our brothers and sisters 
and ask that you put your arms 
around them. Many of them are 
tired and weary from trying to 
stand against the darkness of this 
world. Please give them an extra 
measure of faith with their shield 
as they continue praying against 
principalities and the ruler’s of 
evil. Give them peace as they rest 
in your presence and wipe away 
their tears and encourage them 
with the joy of your truth. You 
provided redemption and desire 
to set us free. Give us wisdom 
and discernment to know how to 
prepare for what is coming. Bless 
them with good health and multi-
ply their prosperity that they may 
be able to have the resources they 
need. As they surrender their will 
to you, fi ll them with your na-
ture and character. Empower and 
anoint them with your Holy Spir-
it as they fulfi ll their destiny and 
accomplish your will. Give them 
an understanding of Agape love, 
as it is our highest calling. We ask 
these things for your honor and 
glory, in your holy name, amen.”

Read more about the Chris-
tian life at billyhollandministries.
com.

Tell your worries and fears 
just how big God is

Living on Purpose

Because you care! 
Sometimes, things don’t always work out at home for a child.     
New  York’s Office of Children and Family Services estimates that 130,000 

children around the state live with a grandparent, an aunt or uncle, or other 
family member. Some even live with close family friends. When a family member 
or close family friend assumes the responsibility of caring for a child, that’s called 
Kinship Care.        

Perhaps you are a kinship care provider, or know someone who is. If you are, 
you do it for all the right reasons. Because you care.  But there’s good news.    
St. Catherine’s Center for Children has launched a new program to support    
kinship caregivers in Albany, Schenectady, Greene and Ulster Counties. The     
program connects caregivers like you to a variety of community and public     
support services, providing you with the tools you need to succeed. Want to learn 
more? Call us at the number below, or email kinshipcare@st-cath.org 

St. Catherine’s Center for Children 
40 North Main Avenue, Albany, NY 12203 

www.st-cath.org  •  518-453-6700

St-Cath_Kinship Care_6-21_Layout 1  6/30/2021  2:37 PM  Page 1
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear 
from you. Send information about up-
coming events and news to news@

greenvillepioneer.com. 

(We need to have announcements 
at least two weeks in advance.)

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations
SHOUT OUTS!

Shout it out to a family member, 
friend, business or group of people.

Message could be an I love you, congratulations, 
happy birthday, cheer on a team or person.

ADVERTISE ON OUR NEW PAGE

for more information
CALL 413.212.0130

By Russell Gloor
For Capital Region Independent 
Media

Dear Rusty: I’m 63, mar-
ried, and we file a joint tax re-
turn. If I claim Social Security 
now and keep working and earn 
$7,000 more per year than the 
annual limit of $19,560, I know 
I’d have benefits withheld at the 
rate of $1 for every $2 over the 
limit ($3,500). 

But if I were to contribute 
$7,000 to a conventional (not 
Roth) IRA and take the de-
duction, would this reduce my 
earned income and eliminate 
the SS benefit withholding? 
And will such an IRA deduc-
tion help avoid taxation of my 
SS benefits if I am above the 
$32,000 taxation threshold for 
married - filing jointly? 

I’m trying to figure how 
much I can afford to earn while 
collecting Social Security ben-
efits.

Signed: Searching for Ways 
Dear Searching: Contribu-

tions to an IRA will not reduce 
the income tax liability on your 
Social Security benefits. 

Taxation of Social Securi-
ty benefits is determined using 
something known as Modi-
fied Adjusted Gross Income 
(MAGI), which is your normal 
AGI on your tax return, plus 
50% of the SS benefits you re-
ceived during the tax year, plus 
any other non-taxable income 
you had (which would include 
contributions to your IRA). 

As you know, MAGI over 
$32,000 will cause 50% of your 
SS benefits received during the 
tax year to become taxable, but 
MAGI over $44,000 will up that 
percentage to as much as 85% 
of SS benefits received during 
the tax year (taxed at your nor-
mal IRS tax rate).  

For the Social Security earn-
ings limit, which applies to any-
one collecting early benefits, 
your gross income from work-
ing is what counts so contribut-
ing to an IRA won’t reduce the 
amount you exceed the limit by 
— they will use your gross W2 
amount, not the Adjusted Gross 
Income (AGI) from your tax re-
turn. 

FYI, the 2022 annual earn-
ings limit is $19,560 and if that 

is exceeded, you’ll pay the pen-
alty ($1 for every $2 over). But 
claiming mid-year you’ll also 
be subject to a 2022 monthly 
limit of $1,630 and, if that is 
exceeded, you aren’t entitled to 
SS benefits for that month (the 
monthly limit will only apply 
for the remaining months of 
2022). 

What will happen is SS will 
compute the penalty both ways 
and see which is greater — the 
one for exceeding the annual 
limit or the one for exceeding 
the monthly limit — and they 
will assess whichever penalty is 
smaller. As you may know, the 
earnings limit goes up by about 
2.5 times during the year you 
reach your full retirement age 
(FRA) and goes away entirely 
starting in the month you attain 
FRA. 

But there’s something to be 
aware of also: If you have ben-
efits withheld because you ex-
ceeded the earnings limit, when 
you reach your full retirement 
age you will be given time cred-
it for the months benefits were 
withheld, meaning that they 
will increase your FRA benefit 
amount according to the num-
ber of months you didn’t get 
benefits before that. So, at least 
theoretically, you can eventual-
ly recover the benefits withheld 
for exceeding the earnings limit 
by getting a higher benefit pay-
ment starting at your full retire-
ment age. 

But income tax on SS ben-
efits is different – there is no 
age cap for assessing federal 
income tax on your Social Se-
curity benefits.

This article is intended for 
information purposes only and 
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Securi-
ty Association (NSSA). NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advi-
sory) or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org.

Earnings test and 
taxation of Social 
Security benefi ts

Social Security Matters
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By Thomas Christopher
For Capital Region Independent Media

I need to begin with a disclosure: I am a 
long-time admirer of Larry Weaner’s style of 
ecologically based design. In fact, I co-wrote 
a book, “Garden Revolution,” with him that 
was published in 2016. I think his design 
has only gotten richer and more adventurous 
since then.

Not that Larry is a newcomer to the field. 
He founded his firm, Larry Weaner Land-
scape Associates, in 1982, 40 years ago, and 
it has designed and installed projects all over 
the eastern United States. 

Last year, Larry even traveled to England 
to assist the Royal Botanic Garden plant an 
“American Prairie.”

Larry is a staunch advocate for native 
plants, though he does find space in his land-
scapes for clients’ indispensable horticultural 
treasures. After all, to be successful, a garden 
in his view must satisfy people’s desires and 
needs as well as serve as a source of environ-
mental renewal.

What makes Larry’s design style most 
distinctive, from my perspective, is its basis in 
ecological principles. Larry long ago learned 
that working with the natural dynamics of the 
site creates environmentally healthier land-
scapes that are also more self-sustaining. 

This style is not only better for wildlife 
and the ecosystem, it’s better for gardeners, 
for it relieves them of much of the thankless 
chores conventional gardening, which spring 
from our desire to control and even oppose 
nature. 

Indeed, Larry rejects the very idea of 
“garden maintenance,” which he points out is 
founded on the idea that a garden is a static 
arrangement in which plants must stay where 
you put them. That runs counter to nature, in 
which an ecosystem is always evolving and 
changing. 

Larry prefers to manage rather than main-
tain a garden. That is, he works with the evo-
lution to direct it down paths that achieve his 

twin goals of satisfying clients and ecological 
health.

One of the most powerful natural dynam-
ics is that of succession. This is the process by 
which the community of plants and animals 
in any ecosystem continuously evolves. This 
often begins in response to some disturbance 
such as a flood, windstorm or a fire that es-
sentially wipes the biological slate clean. In 
a home landscape, the same reset may be the 
product of the developer’s bulldozer. 

The resulting opening is an opportunity 
for “pioneer” plants, fast-growing species 
that are adapted to colonizing such patches 
of bare soil. The pioneers are, commonly, na-
tive annuals and perennials. These establish 
themselves quickly but over time give way to 
slower growing but more long-lived species. 

In our region, as most gardeners will have 
noticed, the common progression is from a 
landscape of flowers, grasses, sedges, to one 
of shrubs and other woody plants, and then, 
most often, to woodland, unless (as common-

ly happens) another disturbance interrupts the 
process.

In an ecologically designed landscape, 
succession expresses itself partly through the 
ongoing appearance of new volunteer plants, 
which the gardener may either accept or per-
haps remove. Such choices are largely dictat-
ed by which stage of succession the gardener 
wants to promote.

There are many factors, both natural and 
manmade, which can stall succession. The 
prairies of the Midwest, for example, are 
thought to have been partly the product of 
regular summertime heat and drought that 
discouraged the growth of woody plants and 
gave an advantage to grasses and deep-rooted 
wildflowers that could go dormant when the 
conditions were hostile to growth. 

However, the prairies are also thought to 
have been encouraged by regular burning, by 
wildfires and by blazes deliberately set by the 
indigenous inhabitants, as well as by the graz-
ing of bison.

This is a regime that is mimicked by gar-
deners who periodically mow their meadows. 
If timed for when the woody plants are active-
ly growing, typically in spring, the mowing 
depletes them but does not have a similar im-
pact on native meadow grasses and flowers, 
which make their growth in the hot weather 
of summer. 

Indeed, Larry once converted a 14-acre 
shrub thicket to an open native meadow sim-
ply by such timed mowings that over a period 
of years encouraged remnants of little blue-
stem grass (Schizachyrium scoparium) and 
associated wildflowers to replace the previous 
growth of gray dogwood. 

In essence, he created a disturbance that 
reset and then stalled succession. Notably, es-
tablishing this meadow required no applica-
tions of herbicide and no planting.

For more information about incorporating 
succession into your garden, you can listen a 
conversation with Larry Weaner on the Berk-
shire Botanical Garden’s Growing Green-
er podcast at www.berkshirebotanical.org/
growinggreener.

Be-a-Better-Gardener is a community 
service of Berkshire Botanical Garden, locat-
ed in Stockbridge, Mass. Its mission, to pro-
vide knowledge of gardening and the environ-
ment through a diverse range of classes and 
programs, informs and inspires thousands 
of students and visitors each year. Thomas 
Christopher is a volunteer at Berkshire Bo-
tanical Garden and is the author or co-author 
of more than a dozen books, including Nature 
into Art and The Gardens of Wave Hill (Tim-
ber Press, 2019). He is the 2021 Garden Club 
of America’s National Medalist for Literature, 
a distinction reserved to recognize those who 
have left a profound and lasting impact on 
issues that are most important to the GCA. 
Christopher’s companion broadcast to this 
column, Growing Greener, streams on WE-
SUFM.org, Pacifica Radio and NPR and is 
available at berkshirebotanical.org/growing-
greener.

Succeeding in the garden
Be A Better GardenerSocial Security Matters

COURTESY OF LWEANERASSOCIATES.COM      
A Larry Weaner-designed meadow in Sharon, Connecticut.
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