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COVID-19 death toll 
could reach 240,000

See page 9

We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
News about COVID-19 is chang-
ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
ably changed since we sent this 
paper to the printing presses. We 
encourage you, if possible, to 
visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/greenvillepioneer 
where we are sharing breaking 
news, closings and cancelations. 

To our readers,

Thank you, 
The Greenville Pioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―
Everyone is aware by now 
of mandates to practice so-
cial distancing, hand hygiene 
and other ways of preventing 
transmission of the coronavi-
rus, but here’s a possible dan-
ger you may not have thought 
of — spreading the virus 
through your trash.

Trash disposal was deemed 
an “essential” service by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo when he put 
strict regulations in place in 
the battle against COVID-19. 
But waste-disposal experts say 
there are risks if garbage is not 
handled and packaged proper-
ly — and that is a concern for 
them.

In Greenville, the town 
recycling center is open, but 
with limited hours. Town res-
idents needing to dispose of 
trash or recyclables can stop 
by the center from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday and Sat-
urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
the community safe, we ask 
that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 
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Trash is a possible danger when it comes to spreading COVID-19.

Trash can pose 
COVID-19 risk

See TRASH, page 10

Schools 
remain 
closed

By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

GREENVILLE—Schoo l s 
will remain closed statewide 
through mid-April and the state’s 
fi rst temporary hospital was 
completed in New York City on 
Friday as New York remains the 
nation’s epicenter for the novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Schools will now remain 
closed statewide through April 
15. Schools across New York 
were ordered closed March 18 
through April 1 to be reassessed 
every two weeks. The state’s 
waiver was extended for school 
districts to receive state aid with-
out holding physical classes for 
180 days. 

During this time, schools are 
still required to provide continu-
ity of instruction, meals for stu-
dents and information on avail-
able childcare resources

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier,” 
said Greenville Central School 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland. “When the District 
receives additional guidance 
concerning the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, we will be able 
to share more details and answer 
additional questions, including 
those surrounding spring break, 
grading, and other regulatory 
requirements. We recognize the 
diffi culties faced by our students 
and families and ask for patience 
during these unprecedented 
times.”

“Our teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families have done an 
amazing job working together to 
keep our students engaged while 
schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
proposed budget amend-
ment that would cut local 
voices out of the solar per-
mitting process is moving 
forward despite pushback 
from Greene and Columbia 
county officials.

Negotiations are con-
tinuing on the proposed 
changes to siting solar and 
wind energy, known as the 
Accelerated Renewable 
Energy Growth and Com-
munity Benefit Act, said 
Jordan Levine, deputy com-
munications director for the 
energy and environment in 
the office of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“It is impossible to say 

if anything outside the 
normal will get done, but 
renewable energy siting is 
still on the table,” he said.

Since the budget amend-
ment was announced on 
Feb. 21, local officials have 
warned that changing so-
lar siting laws to abolish 
the existing review process 
would violate home rule 
and diminish local author-
ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
Supervisor Rick Hanse.

“We are at the mercy 
of the state whether they 
take it out of the budget, 

and should it pass, the state 
will have complete authori-
ty to override town zoning 
laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
ist.”

Hanse said local offi-
cials have been lobbying 
lawmakers to debate the 
proposed amendment sep-
arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 

the amount of ‘touch’ our drivers have on garbage.”
— CARMEN BARBATO JR., OWNER OF CARMEN BARBATO, INC.

O�  cials are 
concerned that the 
proposed changes 

could accelerate the 
development of solar 
farms across Greene 

and Columbia 
counties, including 

Hecate Energy’s 
proposed 700-acre 

facility in Copake and 
the Flint Mine solar 

project in Coxsackie.
See SOLAR, page 10

A community ‘jewel’ for 30 years
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — For many 
today, it would be diffi cult to imag-
ine the town of Greenville without 
George V. Vanderbilt Park.

But only three decades ago, the 
park did not exist and it was only 
through the hard work and dedica-
tion of a group of local residents that 
Greenville now has a town park.

At a joint public meeting of 
Community Partners of Greenville 
and the Greenville Local History 
Group on May 9, members of Com-
munity Partners — which grew out 
of the committee that founded the 
park — shared memories of how 
the park came to be.

“This is the 30th year that we 
have Vanderbilt Park as a commu-
nity asset,” Barbara Walter, co-trea-
surer and a board member of Com-
munity Partners, said to open the 
discussion.

The group’s vice president, Bri-
an Mulligan, recalled the history of 
how the park was created.

“Once upon a time in Green-
ville, there was a group of parents 
who realized that at the baseball 
fi elds they were using, they were 
getting kicked off every now and 
then because there was nothing 
that belonged to the Little League,” 
Mulligan said. “So some of the par-
ents got together and they started 
looking for land.”

The group identifi ed a plot of 
land on Route 32 in the late 1980s.

“The owner of the property that 
is now the park lived in Washing-
ton D.C. and this is where she grew 
up,” Mulligan said. 

The property owner initially 
wanted to sell the land for around 
$370,000 or so, Mulligan recalled.

“Back then, and still now, that is 
a good chunk of change,” he said.

The group started negotiations 
with the landowner, who agreed to 

reduce the price by about $100,000 
if the park would be named after her 
father — George V. Vanderbilt. The 
fi nal price of the property was in the 
vicinity of $240,000, Mulligan said.

The town had some money set 
aside that could help fund the proj-
ect.

“There was about $40,000 in 
the recreation fund,” Mulligan 
said. “Anyone who built a house 
in Greenville, any of the develop-
ers, they had to put some money 
in the recreation fund, so there was 
$40,000.”

The Greenville Citizens Park 
Committee that formed to make the 
town park a reality successfully pur-
sued 501c3 status, which designates 
an organization as not-for-profi t and 
tax exempt, and began fundraising. 
The group also tapped into a local 
funding resource due to the con-
struction of the Iroquois pipeline in 
Greene County, Mulligan said.
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Central Hudson: 
Electricity rates 

drop 55%
See page 7

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — In the heart of Greenville 
sits a historic structure originally built as a church 
that is now is being revitalized as a community 
center.

Prevost Hall is a towering building at the cen-
ter of the town. For over 200 years, the building 

was the Greenville Presbyterian Church, and was 
purchased by the town in 2000. The structure is 
now jointly maintained by the town and the not-
for-profi t organization Community Partners of 
Greenville.

At its May 9 meeting, the Greenville Local 
History Group joined with Community Partners 

See PREVOST, page 13

Town, rescue squad spar over contract
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — The town’s contract 
with the Greenville Rescue Squad will ex-
pire at the end of this year, and talks have 
stalled over their future relationship.

Three members of the rescue squad’s 
board of directors held a press conference 
May 4 at the fi rehouse to air their concerns 
over the lack of a contract for 2023 and be-
yond.

“We are currently in our third year of a 
three-year contract,” board Chairman Ted 
Nugent Jr. said. “This is our last year un-
der this contract, which expires Dec. 31, 
2022.”

Rescue squad offi cials approached 

the town board in November and offered 
a fi ve-year contract, but no progress has 
been made in negotiations since that time, 
Nugent said.

The Greenville Rescue Squad was cre-
ated in 1972 and was an all-volunteer ser-
vice until 2016, when it was transformed 
into a paid service that is privately owned 
and contracts with the town to provide res-
cue services to the community.

“We do this because we know what 
value it gives to the town of Greenville,” 
Nugent said. “We know what this provides 
if someone has a medical emergency and 
they call for help. We are here to provide 
that service, and that is what we are all 

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Members of the Greenville Rescue Squad’s board of directors held a press conference May 4 
outlining the status of contract negotiations with the town. Pictured, left to right, are Clif Powell 
III, Fran Sickles and Chairman Ted Nugent Jr. See TOWN, page 13

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Prevost Hall, on Route 32 in the heart of the town, is on the National Register of Historic Places.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Prevost Hall, formerly the Greenville Presbyterian Church, has sat in the center 
of town for more than 200 years. The building has been undergoing a restoration 
for the past few years.

FILE PHOTO   
George V. Vanderbilt Town Park is marking its 30th anniversary this year.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    

Restoring historic 
Prevost Hall is 
ongoing labor of love
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MAY 2022
20 - Clematis Garden Club spring social, 
1 p.m., at American Legion Post 291, 58 
Maple Avenue, Greenville. Presenter Peter 
Bowden will discuss “How Climate Change 
is Aff ecting Our Gardening.”
21 - Spring Fling Flea Market, 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m., at TGM American Legion Post 187, 94 
Second Street, Athens. Setup for vendors 
begins at 7:30 a.m. Vendor applications are 
available on Facebook page or at the Post. 
Indoor spaces are 6’x8’ for $25; outdoor 
spaces are 10’x10’ for $35. Proceeds will go 
towards the Post’s kitchen renovation proj-
ect.
21 - Program: Medicare 101, 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m., at Cairo Public Library, 15 Railroad Av-
enue, Cairo. Please register in advance.
22 - Wildfl owers of the Mountain Top Talk & 
Walk, 5132 Route 23A, Haines Falls. Hosted 
by Mountain Top Historical Society, 10 a.m., 
suggested donation $5.
23 - New Baltimore Town Board meeting, 7 
p.m., at Town Hall, 3809 County Route 51, 
New Baltimore.
24 - Virtual Program: Gentle Yoga, 9 a.m., of-
fered by Cairo Public Library. Call library for 
link at 518-622-9864.
24 - Cairo Grievance Day, Board of Assess-
ment Review Meeting, 5:30 p.m., at Cairo 
Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
25 - Greenville Central High School Spring 
Concert, 7 p.m., at high school on Route 81.
26 - Virtual Program: Gentle Yoga, 9 a.m., of-
fered by Cairo Public Library. Call library for 
link at 518-622-9864.
26 - Town of Durham Grievance Day, 4-8 
p.m., 7309 State Route 81, East Durham.

28-29 - 44th Annual East Durham Irish Fes-
tival, 2267 Route 145, East Durham. 
28 - Native Tree Trail Grand Opening and 
Guided Tour, 10 a.m., at Mountain Top 
Arboretum, 4 Maud Adams Road, Tan-
nersville. Suggested donation $10 for 
non-members. No advanced reservations 
needed. In-person program meeting in-
side and outdoors. Face masks required for 
entry inside the Education Center during 
programs.
28 - Canzonetta Baroque Ensemble per-
forms “The Violin Comes of Age,” 2 p.m. and 
8 p.m., at Doctorow Center for the Arts, 
7971 Main Street, Hunter. 
28 - Cocktail Party fundraiser benefi tting 
Rensselaerville Library. Fundraiser held at 
the Carey Institute’s Stonecrop House, 100 
Pond Hill Road, Rensselaerville. Tickets are 
$20 at the door and include one free drink.
30 - Memorial Day. All town offi  ces closed.
30 - Cairo Memorial Day Parade, 11 a.m., 
down Main Street with memorial service at 
Angelo Canna Town Park.
30 - Memorial Day. No school in Cai-
ro-Durham and Greenville districts.

JUNE 2022
1 - New Baltimore Zoning Board of Appeals 
meeting, 7:30 p.m., at New Baltimore Town 
Hall, 3809 Route 51, New Baltimore.
2 - Cairo Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., at 
Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
3-5 - Indoor Guided Tours at Thomas Cole 
National Historic Site, 218 Spring Street, 
Catskill. Face coverings required.
3 - First Fridays Catskill, all day, Main Street, 
Catskill.
4 - New Baltimore Antique Machinery & 

Agricultural Festival, all day, Saw Mill Road, 
New Baltimore. Free Admission.
4 - Cemetery cleaning project hosted by 
Historic Preservation Working Group of 
Durham Connect, at Stone Bridge Exten-
sion Cemetery, 11 a.m., rain date June 25, 
Durham.
4-5 - Halcott Community Garden Seedline 
and Plant Sale, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., in the gar-
den in front of the highway department on 
Ursum Way, Halcott.
6 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at Cai-
ro Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
7 - Durham Town Board workshop meet-
ing, 7:30 p.m., at Durham Town Hall, 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
9 - New Baltimore Planning Board meeting, 
at New Baltimore Town Hall, 3809 Route 51, 
New Baltimore.
10-12 - Indoor Guided Tours at Thomas 
Cole National Historic Site, 218 Spring 
Street, Catskill. Face coverings required.
11 - 41st Annual Round Top Soccer Tourna-
ment, all day, 57 Ravine Drive, Round Top. 
Free parking and admission.
11 - Cultivate Catskill’s 2nd Saturday Trunk 
Sales, Bridge and Water streets. Cars $5, 
trucks $10. Buy and sell.
11 - Second Saturday’s Film Series, host-
ed by Athens Cultural Center, 8:30 p.m., at 
Athens Riverfront Park. Film: “Thirsty.” Free 
admission.
13 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at 
Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
15 - Greene County Rabies Clinic, 5-7 p.m., 
at Angelo Canna Town Park, Joseph Spen-
cer Lane, Cairo. Drive-up only. Call 518-719-
3600 to pre-register.
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  

GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

To have your organiza-
tion’s events added to our 

calendar, please enter them 
online at www.greenvillepi-

oneer.com
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
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news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

For over 30 years, the Carver 
Company’s Core Compe-

tencies consist of General & 
Marine Construction, Sand 

and Gravel Mining, Property 
Management, Port, Stevedor-

ing, Terminal & Warehouse 
Management, Maritime and 
Logistics, and Tug and Barge 

Marine Towing. 
494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

The Greenville Pioneer • Friday, January 17, 2020                                                                                                           13  

GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

Native turtles are on the move in May and June 
seeking sandy areas or loose soil to lay their eggs, ac-
cording to the New York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation. 

In New York state, thousands of turtles are killed 
each year when they are struck by vehicles as they mi-
grate to their nesting areas.     

Here are ways you can help protect turtles from haz-
ards on the road:

• If you see a turtle on the road, please give turtles a 
“brake.” Slow down to avoid hitting it with your car. 

• If you can safely stop your vehicle, please con-
sider moving it to the shoulder on the side of the road 

in the direction it was facing.
• Picking the turtle up by its tail may frighten or in-

jure it. Most turtles can be picked up by the sides of the 
shell.

• Use caution when moving snapping turtles; either 
pick her up at the rear of the shell near the tail using 
two hands or slide a car mat under the turtle to drag her 
across the road.

• Please do not take turtles home. All native turtles 
are protected by law and cannot be kept without a per-
mit. All 11 species of land turtles that are native to New 
York are declining. Even losing one mature female can 
have a negative impact on a local population.

Be on the alert for turtles crossing the road

RAVENA — A free digital 
marketing seminar offered at Faith 
Plaza on May 26 will help local 
businesses build their digital foot-
print and develop new marketing 
opportunities.

The seminar is sponsored by the 
Ravena News-Herald, Greenville 
Pioneer, RCS Community Busi-
ness Association and the Bethlehem 
Chamber of Commerce.

Katherine Haine, president and 
CEO of City Media, is a renowned 
digital marketing expert and edu-
cator. During the seminar she will 
help business owners and aspiring 
entrepreneurs take a fresh look at 
their digital marketing strategies 
and how they reach customers.

“During this time of uncertain-
ty, it is absolutely crucial for busi-
nesses to connect with consumers 
and stay relevant,” Haine said. “In 
the last decade or so in particular, 
many consumers have become ac-
customed to fi nding what they want 
online.”

Online research is an increasing-
ly vital tool in the marketplace, she 
said.

“Did you know that 85% of con-
sumers conduct research before they 
make a purchase online, and among 
the most used channels for research 
are Google (97%), websites (74%) 
and social media (38%),” Haine 
said. “It’s become critical for every 
business to have an effective online 
strategy to grow.”

The May 26 seminar will help 
businesses learn how to do just that.

“You will learn how your busi-
ness stacks up against your local 
competitors and what is most im-
portant for your business growth,” 
Haine said. “This includes how 
your business shows up on mobile, 
social media and online reviews. 
Most businesses don’t realize that a 
few small changes will result in im-
mediate results.”

Warren Dews Jr., vice president 
of Capital Region Independent Me-
dia, which publishes the Ravena 
News-Herald, Greenville Pioneer 
and TheUpStater.com, said the sem-
inar is one more way the company 
can contribute to the communities it 
serves.

“I’m truly excited to bring Kath-

erine to town,” Dews Jr. said. “I tell 
people all the time — we are more 
than just a printed product. We are a 
media company that can help local 
businesses get their message out to 
the community, whether in a digital 
or print format. We have become a 
one-stop shop. I love what I do!”

The seminar will be followed by 
a personal session with Haine, who 
will conduct a Digital Health Check 
Review for attendees who register 
in advance.

The seminar will be held on 
Thursday, May 26, at Abounding 
Love Christian Fellowship, 2480 
Route 9W in Ravena, in Faith Pla-
za. Check-in and a free continental 
breakfast courtesy of TheUpStater.
com and the Ravena News-Herald 
will begin at 9 a.m., with the digital 
marketing seminar at 10 a.m. Per-
sonal client sessions and the Digital 
Health Check Reviews will be con-
ducted starting at 11:30 a.m. 

There is no fee; this event, 
which is valued at $300, is offered 
free of charge.

To register, please visit www.
TheUpStater.com/RSVP-May26.

Free digital marketing seminar
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are in-
nocent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Charges can be amended or 
dismissed.

STATE POLICE
■ Matthew Williams, 30, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 28 at 
6:52 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with third-degree criminal tres-
pass, a class B misdemeanor, and 
fourth-degree criminal mischief, 
a class A misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Joshua Rose, 26, of Leeds, 
was arrested April 28 at 8:42 
p.m. in Windham and charged 
with fourth-degree criminal mis-
chief, second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration 
and resisting arrest, all class A 
misdemeanors. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Robert Jangrow, 68, of 
Catskill, was arrested April 28 
at 10:20 p.m. in Catskill and 
charged with third-degree assault, 
a class A misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Stephen Baker, 70, of Pratts-
ville, was arrested April 29 at 
11:19 a.m. in Cairo and charged 
with second-degree filing a false 
instrument, a class A misdemean-
or. He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Birk Hansen, 25, of Catskill, 
was arrested April 30 at 2:55 a.m. 
in Catskill and charged with op-
erating a  motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, 
both unclassified misdemeanors. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Shi-Reen Sapunarich, 52, 
of Catskill, was arrested April 29 
at 5:30 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with first-degree operating a mo-
tor vehicle impaired by drugs, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. She 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Barbara Corea, 60, of 
Oceanside, was arrested April 

30 at 6:53 p.m. in Greenville and 
charged with driving while in-
toxicated and aggravated driving 
while intoxicated, both unclassi-
fied misdemeanors. She was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Sarah Gentry, 42, of Rotter-
dam, was arrested May 1 at 11:22 
a.m. in Coxsackie and charged 
with second-degree introduction 
of contraband into a prison, a 
class A misdemeanor. She was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Amanda Jimenez, 30, of 
Catskill, was arrested May 2 
at 2:41 p.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with driving while intox-
icated and first-degree operating a 
motor vehicle impaired by drugs, 
both unclassified misdemeanors. 
She was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Erin Powers, 39, of Cha-
tham, was arrested May 2 at 
2:43 p.m. in New Baltimore and 
charged with seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance, a class A mis-
demeanor. She was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Jeffrey Rowan, 49, of Va-
latie, was arrested May 2 at 
2:43 p.m. in New Baltimore and 
charged with seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance, a class A mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Christina Mauriello, 37, of 
Durham, was arrested May 4 at 
1:15 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with fourth-degree grand larceny, 
a class E felony, and issuing a bad 
check with knowledge of insuffi-
cient funds, a class B misdemean-
or. She was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Matthew Elsbree, 24, of 
Greenville, was arrested May 4 
at 6:30 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with fourth-degree grand larceny, 
a class E felony, and third-degree 
identity theft and third-degree 

unlawful possession of personal 
identification, both class A mis-
demeanors. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Aaron Snyder, 39, of Ul-
ster, was arrested May 5 at 12:49 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with 
fourth-degree criminal posses-
sion of stolen property, a class 
E felony, and petty larceny and 
third-degree unlawful possession 
of personal identification, both 
class A misdemeanors. He was 
released to a third party.

■ Ajay Shah, 35, of South Cai-
ro, was arrested May 7 at 12:50 
a.m. in Cairo and charged with 
driving while intoxicated and ag-
gravated driving while intoxicat-
ed, both unclassified misdemean-
ors. He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ John Rossi, 57, of Smith-
town, was arrested May 7 at 9:15 
p.m. in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, 
both unclassified misdemeanors. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Celimo Reyes, 61, of Acra, 
was arrested May 7 at 4:40 p.m. 
in Cairo and charged with sexu-
al conduct against a child, a class 
B felony, and predatory sexual 
assault against a child, a class A 
felony. He was held.

■ Patricia Burns, 44, of Han-
nacroix, was arrested May 7 at 
12:12 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A mis-
demeanor, and fourth-degree 

grand larceny, a class E felony. 
She was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Windzer Curtiss, 27, of Cai-
ro, was arrested May 7 at 9:14 
a.m. in Cairo and charged with 
driving while intoxicated and 
first-degree operating a motor ve-
hicle impaired by drugs, both un-
classified misdemeanors. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Christopher Stanton, 40, of 
Greenville, was arrested May 8 at 
12:50 a.m. in Cairo and charged 
with burglary of a dwelling 
causing injury, a class B felony; 
fifth-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance and 
third-degree criminal possession 
of a weapon, both class D felo-
nies; and manufacture of drug-re-
lated paraphernalia, a class A mis-
demeanor. His arrestee status was 
unknown.

■ Michael Deyo, 26, of Sur-
prise, was arrested May 8 at 3:29 
a.m. in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alchol content over 
0.08% and driving while intox-
icated, both unclassified misde-
meanors. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Nicholas Kniffin, 35, of 
Cairo, was arrested May 7 at 
7:55 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with first-degree aggravated un-
licensed operation and aggra-
vated driving while intoxicated 
with a child, both class E felo-
nies; endangering the welfare of 
a child, a class A misdemeanor; 
and first-degree operating a mo-

tor vehicle impaired by drugs and 
driving while ability impaired by 
drugs - special vehicle, both un-
classified misdemeanors. He was 
held.

■ George Moutopoulos, 56, 
of Greenville, was arrested May 
7 at 8:53 p.m. in Greenville and 
charged with operating a motor 
vehicle with a blood-alcohol con-
tent over 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Rebekah Briggs, 41, of 
Purling, was arrested May 8 at 
3:05 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with third-degree aggravated 
unlicensed operation of a motor 
vehicle, operating a motor vehi-
cle with a blood-alcohol content 
over 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, all unclassified mis-
demeanors. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Jennifer Forbes, 39, of 
Hunter, was arrested May 9 at 
2:46 a.m. in Hunter and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content over 
0.08% and driving while intox-
icated, both unclassified misde-
meanors. She was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Michael George, 47, of 
Hudson, was arrested May 9 at 
4:29 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with manufacture of drug-related 
paraphernalia and seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance, both class A 
misdemeanors. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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CAIRO — Greenville Girl 
Scout Troop 5503 recently took a 
tour of the Greene County Emer-
gency Services Building in Cairo 
as part of earning their My Best 
Self and First Aid badges.  

Their presenters, Dispatcher 
Richie Frasco and 911 Systems 
Administrator Neil Kellegher, 
took the girls on a tour of the 
building and spoke about what to 
do in case there was ever an emer-

gency.  
The girls asked a lot of great 

questions and learned a great deal 
about how emergency calls are 
answered when someone dials 
911. 

After their tour, the girls col-
lected cookie donations during 
their recent cookie booth to give 
back to the employees at the 911 
Center to thank them for all they 
do for our community.

Girl Scouts tour 
emergency services 

building

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Girl Scout Abigail Parker and Neil Kellegher with the boxes of donated Girl 
Scout cookies.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO     
Greenville Girl Scout Troop 5503 with, top row, left, 911 Dispatcher Richie 
Frasco and, top row, right, 911 System Administrator Neil Kellegher.
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Solutions on Land and Sea

HEADQUARTERS: 494 WESTERN TURNPIKE | ALTAMONT, NY |  518.355.6034

WWW.CARVERCOMPANIES.COM

30+ Years
IN THE INDUSTRY

5 Ports
on the East Coast and Canada

2,000+ Pcs
OF EQUIPMENT

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

EARLTON — Nearly 20 years 
after Audrey May Herron went 
missing, state police conducted a 
search of several bodies of water 
following a tip that was reported 
in the long unresolved missing per-
son’s case.

The New York State Police in 
Catskill worked with the New York 
State Police Underwater Recovery 
Team to conduct a search of Maur-
er’s Lake and Potuck Reservoir on 
May 5.

Both are located on Schoharie 
Turnpike in Earlton, with a portion 
of the search area in the Catskill 
Creek in South Cairo.

“This was a result of informa-
tion that was reported in relation to 
the Audrey Herron missing person 
case from 2002,” according to a 
statement released by state police 
Monday afternoon.

The underwater search did not 
yield any new clues in the two de-
cades’ long case.

“No evidence or information 
was developed from this search,” 
according to state police.

Audrey May Herron went 
missing Aug. 29, 2002, at around 
11 p.m. She was last seen driving 
westbound on state Route 23 in the 
town of Catskill after leaving her 
job at the former Greene County 
Long-Term Health facility in Jef-
ferson Heights. When she left work 
that evening, she was wearing dark 
green medical scrubs and a blue tur-
tleneck, police reported at the time.

Herron, a mother of three whose 
children are now adults, was driv-
ing a 1994 black Jeep Grand Cher-
okee with New York license plate 

X233UV. The vehicle has never 
been recovered despite an extensive 
investigation that has spanned near-
ly 20 years.

She was 31 years old when she 
went missing. Over the years police 
have reported the investigation into 
new leads, but none have yielded 
information leading to the discov-
ery of what happened to Audrey 
May Herron in 2002.

The case has also received ex-
tensive publicity nationwide, but 
still remains unresolved.

For years family and friends 
held motorcycle rides in Herron’s 
honor and to shine a light on her 
case and keep her memory alive. 

Law enforcement is asking any-
one with information about the case 
to call the New York State Police 
Bureau of Criminal Investigation in 
Catskill at 518-622-8600.

Police search local 
waters in 20-year-old 
missing person’s case

GREENVILLE — Calling all artists and art lov-
ers! Mark your calendars for the weekend of July 
23-24, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., and get ready to open 
your eyes to all the wonderful artists there are in the 
15 miles surrounding Greenville!  

Come enjoy the fi rst Arts Around Greenville Stu-
dio Tour supported by the Community Partners of 
Greenville. 

An Artist Studio Tour is different from going to 
see art in a gallery or museum — it’s a chance to be 
out and about, enjoying the countryside and explor-
ing new places. Local eateries, accommodations and 
shopping experiences will be included on the tour 
map and the website so plan a weekend, invite guests 
out, and bring your family.   

Artists will be at their studios or in group locations 
to present their work and to provide a behind-the-
scenes peek into their techniques, sources of inspira-
tion, and may even demonstrate how they create their 
art.  

Did you know that most artists charge more for 
their artwork in a gallery or museum because up to 
60% of the price you pay goes directly to the venue? 
Artists love to sell work from their studios — it costs 
you less and gives you and the artist more work to 
select from.   

For artists interested in participating, no studio is 
needed as there will be group show locations to visit, 
as well as individual studios. Tour maps, artist appli-
cations and business sponsorship information are all 
on the website www.cpog.org.  

Tour maps will be available in area businesses 
and on the website in June. There will be an opening 
on Friday, July 8, from 6-9 p.m. at Prevost Hall on 
Route 32 in Greenville and the Greenville Library Art 
Gallery to give everyone a chance to see samples of 
artwork by the participating artists prior to the tour.  

Natalie Boburka, the tour director and a local 
working artist, has attended many studio tours and 
loves bringing this idea to an underrepresented area to 
create artistic community and promote the variety of 
interesting local businesses. 

“While so much has happened recently to cause 
division, the arts are a source of healing and joy and 
are integral in creating community,” Boburka said. 

While some may say people in rural areas don’t 
appreciate art, she feels that it’s exposure that’s lack-
ing. 

“Art is like vegetables — you may say you don’t 
like vegetables, but I bet you like French fries! It’s 
about fi nding something for your eyes and soul to re-
spond to and fall in love with!” she said.

Arts Around Greenville 
Studio Tour

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The first-ever Arts Around Greenville Studio Tour will be held July 23-24.

Audrey May Herron

To the Editor:
Let’s take a look at cost per student to go to public school.   
The national average is $14,500. Greenville school district is proposing 

a budget which is about $29,300 per a student. Why??? Why is it over dou-
ble the national average?  

The rest of the country has teachers’ unions where the teachers receive 
fair pay and benefi ts.  How is it that it costs over double to do that here?? 
Somebody is making a lot of money! 

Where did all the money saved from the school being closed for half a 
year two years ago end up anyways? 

Take the budget of $33,697,442 / 1,151 students = $29,276.67 per stu-
dent. Now divide that by the 180 days in school and it’s $162.65 per a day 
to send your kid to school. Multiply that by fi ve days in a week and it’s 
$813.24 per a week.

Does that sound extremely expensive to anyone else? Meanwhile, Utah 
can teach the children for $7,500 per student! Who is getting paid all this 
money? And for what?  

Please visit the website  https://educationdata.org/public-educa-
tion-spending-statistics for the national map of a state by state breakdown 
and more information.

Thank you.
Pat Kosorek

Greenville

Letters to the Editor

www.facebook.com/GreenvillePioneer
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By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

COXSACKIE — The contro-
versial fi fth fl oor of the Newbury 
Hotel in downtown Coxsackie 
was needed to make the project 
economically viable, according 
to the engineering fi rm hired by 
developer Aaron Flach.

Flach and the new fi rm work-
ing on the South River Street 
project, Sterling Environmental 
Engineering, presented its request 
for an area variance for the proj-
ect to the village’s zoning board 
of appeals at its May 2 meeting.

The Newbury Hotel, which 
is partially built, has drawn fi re 
from local residents for being out 
of compliance with zoning height 
requirements and not adhering to 
its own site plan, which was ap-
proved by the planning board in 
2019.

The developer submitted an 
amended site plan for the project 
to the planning board in April, 
along with a height variance ap-
plication to the zoning board of 
appeals.

The constructed project 
veered from the original plans in 
several respects — including a 
larger footprint, taller hotel and a 
fi fth fl oor where four were orig-
inally approved — necessitating 
the amended site plan and area 
variance request.

Mark Millspaugh, president 
of Sterling Environmental Engi-
neering, outlined the criteria for 
the village to grant an area vari-
ance, which include analyzing 
whether the variance would result 
in an “undesirable change in the 
character of the neighborhood 
or detriment of nearby proper-
ties,” whether the relief sought 
by the variance can be achieved 
in another way, whether the re-
quested variance is substantial, 
whether the need for the vari-
ance is self-created and whether 
it would have an adverse effect 
on the physical or environmental 
conditions of the neighborhood, 
Millspaugh said.

The variance request asks for 
permission to build the hotel to 
a height of 65 feet, an increase 
of about 30% over the 50-foot 
height permitted under the village 
code, Millspaugh said.

The height of the building, 
and the addition of a fi fth fl oor, 
is among the components of the 
construction that has drawn the 
most ire from local residents.

Millspaugh told the zoning 
board of appeals the additional 
story of the hotel was needed to 
make the project economically 
feasible.

“There was a market analy-
sis conducted of the hospitality 
experience in a hotel of this size 
— with or without a restaurant, 
with or without a wedding ven-
ue. The market analysis took into 
consideration specifi cs of Greene 
County, the Hudson River Valley, 
it even was refi ned to the point 
of taking into consideration the 
experience of the hospitality in-
dustry living through COVID,” 
Millspaugh said. “That was a 
signifi cant driver towards the 
different elements of this overall 
development.”

The market analysis also con-
sidered what would be needed to 
attract visitors to Coxsackie, what 
experiences they were looking 
for, and how to meet the needs of 
local residents looking for a meal 
on the waterfront, Millspaugh 
said. “The overall benefi t of eval-
uating all these different concerns 
was to incorporate it into the 
Newbury structure, and the only 
way to do that was with a fi fth 

fl oor,” he said.
The analysis also indicated the 

need to build 46 rooms, an addi-
tion of six guest rooms compared 
to the original 40-room hotel 
plan, he said.

Village resident Katie Higgins 
challenged that assertion.

“It feels strange that that anal-
ysis was done after a site build-
ing plan was approved,” she said. 
“It’s not clear to me why it was 
necessary to completely change 
the plan that was approved by the 
board.”

The developer should have 
conducted the market analysis 
prior to obtaining the original site 
plan approval in 2019, Higgins 
said.

“I can understand plans chang-
ing and opportunities to grow, but 
there is a process for that and 
the developer has built multiple 
projects in town and is very well 
aware of how these processes 
work, so it is not clear to me why 
he would present a non-viable 
project to the board for approval 
in 2019,” Higgins said.

The engineering fi rm also 
conducted a visual impact anal-
ysis to determine how the taller 
hotel would affect the neighbor-
hood, Andrew Millspaugh, vice 
president of Sterling Environ-
mental Engineering, said.

The added height of the hotel 
— 65 feet versus the permitted 
50 feet — would not have a ma-
jor impact on the viewshed, An-
drew Millspaugh said.

“That increment between 
what the zone allows and what 
is being requested is very small,” 
he said.

Mark Millspaugh said that 
while the built project does veer 
from the original plans approved 
in 2019, there were multiple dis-
cussions between the developer 
and other involved agencies — 
including the village’s building 
inspector, who issued a building 
permit for the project — since 
that time.

Resident Mary McGuigan 
questioned why the project, with 
its accompanying changes, did 
not go to the planning board for 
a second look.

“Is it typical for a plan to veer 
so much from the original site 
plan that received approval and 
not have a second review from 
the planning board?” McGuigan 
asked.

Mark Millspaugh responded, 
“What would typically happen is 
that at some point in the process, 
the site plan that was approved 
would be amended. It didn’t hap-
pen in 2020 or 2021. The building 
permit was issued in 2021 and it 

has widely appeared before the 
planning board at the last meet-
ing. On April 11, we submitted 
an application to formally amend 
the site plan and that was at the 
request of the village.”

But the amended site plan was 
submitted after the hotel had been 
partially built, McGuigan pointed 
out.

“That was after the fact — af-
ter most of the changes that did 
not comply with current zoning 
had taken place,” she said.

Resident Katie Higgins asked 
whether the project was being 
built in conjunction with Hilton 
Hotels & Resorts, claiming she 
spoke with an executive at the 
company who said they have 
been in contact with the Coxsack-
ie developer over the past couple 

of years.
“I am curious if it is possible 

to confi rm that there is an exist-
ing partnership, franchise or man-
agement agreement with Hilton,” 
Higgins said. “I have spoken with 
the VP of hotel development for 
the Northeast and Canada, who 
confi rmed he has spoken with 
Aaron [Flach] over the past few 
years, but that Hilton ultimately 
decided that the partnership was 
not the right fi t and they were not 
going to pursue a relationship 
with The James Newbury Hotel.”

Flach said he was in contact 
with Hilton Hotels with regard to 
how hotels can provide the best 
experience for their guests, but 
that the Newbury Hotel would re-
main locally owned.

“We used Hilton standards 
as the basis for design, mean-
ing room sizes, bathroom sizes, 
that sort of thing, to make sure it 
works for the best guest experi-

ence, but we do not have a rela-
tionship with Hilton — it is not 
going to be a Hilton, it was never 
intended to be a Hilton,” Flach 
said. “It is going to be an inde-
pendent hotel property.”

The zoning board of appeals 
will next review the details of the 
area variance request, ZBA chair-
man Sal Bevilacqua said. 

A public hearing will be set 
at a future date to give the com-
munity a chance to have formal 
input into the process and ask 
questions, said attorney Robert 
Stout from Whiteman, Osterman 
and Hanna, who represents the 
village.

The zoning board of appeals 
will not be able to make a deter-
mination on the area variance re-
quest before the village planning 
board conducts the long-form 
State Environmental Quality Re-
view, or SEQR, assessment, Stout 
added. 

22 Hope Plaza, Coxsackie, NY 12192

Online Booking: 
SoulSerenitySpa.org

Full Body 
Waxing

Nails and 
Massages

Book with 
Savanah

518.545.8452

Engineer: Hotel 5th floor needed to make project viable

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Mark Millspaugh, president of Sterling Environmental Engineering, presents 
the area variance application for the Newbury hotel project to the village 
Zoning Board of Appeals.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Andrew Millspaugh from Sterling Environmental Engineering presents the 
amended site plan to the planning board.
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OR Switch from Oil to LP/Natural Gas - same day in some cases!
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HAPPINESS IS A WARM PUPPY
AND A WARM HEART

518-756-3127

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CATSKILL — A Greenville 
man faces weapon and burglary 
charges in connection with an 
alleged incident at an inn in 
Catskill, according to state police.

Christopher Stanton, 40, of 
Greenville, was arrested follow-
ing a May 7 investigation into a 
report of an assault with weapons 
at the Catskill Inn on Route 9W in 

the town of Catskill, police said 
in a statement.

“Upon arrival, troopers spoke 
with the victim who stated that 
three males entered his room and 
began punching him and shooting 
him with a BB gun,” police said 
in a statement. “He then stated the 
assailants fl ed the area in all dif-
ferent directions.”

The man who was allegedly 
attacked was taken to Columbia 
Memorial Hospital by Town of 

Catskill Ambulance.
One of the men allegedly in-

volved in the incident was report-
ed to have driven away in a black 
Ford pick-up truck, police said.

Troopers launched a search 
for the three men.

“They observed a vehicle 
that fi t the description of the vic-
tim enter a Cumberland Farms 
gas station on Main Street in the 
town of Cairo,” according to po-
lice. “The vehicle, [a] 2004 Ford 

Ranger, was operated by Chris-
topher Stanton, age 40, from the 
town of Greenville.”

Stanton was questioned by 
police and was arrested after he 
was found to be in possession of 
crack-cocaine and a metal knuck-
le knife, police said. 

Stanton was charged with 
third-degree criminal possession 
of a weapon, fi fth-degree crim-
inal possession of a controlled 
substance, and burglary: entering 

a dwelling causing injury, all fel-
onies.

He was arraigned in the Town 
of Cairo Court and remanded to 
Greene County Jail. Bail has been 
set at $25,000 cash bail, $50,000 
bond or $100,000 partially se-
cured bond.

Stanton is scheduled to return 
to court on May 12 at 4 p.m.

The investigation remains on-
going, police said.

By Pat Larsen
For Capital Region Independent Media

So who’s ready to celebrate EVERY-
THING! I know I am.

Just seeing a post for an impending 
weekend garage sale on a social media 
page or a returning fl ee market leaves me 
feeling exhilarated again. 

But now, it also feels a bit different at 
the same time, doesn’t it? Are you also see-
ing people at the grocery stores that are less 
anxious about stopping to chat again with 
a neighbor that they hadn’t seen in what 
seems like forever? Clogging up those 
aisles again and barely noticing anything 
around them, let alone allowing you to pass 
by. Bless their chatty hearts.

Life is indeed GOOD again. It makes 
me smile every time when I think this is a 
good problem to have by comparison. 

It seems to be so much more natural 
again outside the walls of our homes and 
the edges of caution seem to be falling 
away more and more each week that pass-
es. 

I’ve decided to focus all 
of my attention on clearly 
identifying what I can and 
really long to do, and then 
safely step beyond my door-
way, masked or not, and get 
out into the community to 
enjoy life again.

That led me to check out 
our local papers to explore 
the resources that are listed 
on the Community Events 
page. Lo and behold, there 
were loads of fun things be-
ing scheduled all over our 
local counties. Bingo is back!

There are garden club socials with 
“live” speakers. Cruise-in car show nights 
and bus trips for seniors are on the list once 
more. Book sales, barbecues, art cours-
es... on and on, and that was just one list 
I looked at.

It was very inspiring to see how much 
was being planned and it reignited my own 
desire to look for those things that I could 
participate in. 

The truth is, this column 
is about encouraging and 
motivating you to get out 
into the world. Participate 
in life again as you desire to. 
Trust your gut and it’ll lead 
you to the values of spending 
time in community again. 

Think about what gives 
you joy. Is it a concert in the 
park? Sitting at a local pub 
people-watching? Enjoying 
an ice cream cone on a warm 
night? Walking your dog 
down by the river in Cox-

sackie and watching boats pass by? Driv-
ing up to the mountains and fi nding a band 
to enjoy? On and on it goes. The opportu-
nities in our beautiful area are endless.

LIFE is happening once more. It’s up 
to you to decide if your days are worth the 
effort to seek life outside of your home 
again. 

Let’s celebrate together. 
I’m guessing but hopeful our area will 

be bustling again.

See you at the garage sales!
Wellness Corner: The Body, Mind, 

Spirit Connection is my sincere offering to 
help you to realize that each aspect goes 
hand in hand and makes up the whole, 
complete person that you can become.

Being a licensed fi tness instructor, of-
fering one-on-one personal readings and 
hypnosis therapy, teaching acupressure 
techniques to relieve physical issues, and 
instructing the values of meditation are all 
parts of what makes up the whole person 
that I am.

I’m trusting that the inspiration of this 
column and your desire to get healthier and 
fi t again will facilitate you fi nding your 
way to my door soon. 

Pat Larsen is a licensed dance fi tness 
instructor for baby boomers, sassy se-
niors and active adults. All are welcome. 
Please contact me at Pelarsen5@aol.com 
or 518-275-8686. The Shamrock House is 
the place! Sessions on Monday and Thurs-
day mornings. Follow the sounds of great 
oldies from back in the day and Motown 
favorites. My play lists are epic.

Let’s celebrate together
Body Mind and Spirit... Connections

Pat Larsen

BODY MIND AND SPIRIT

COXSACKIE – The Nation-
al Bank of Coxsackie launched 
its new Small Business lend-
ing platform, NBC Express, on 
March 18. 

Now, small businesses can 
apply for installment loans via 

this platform and the entire pro-
cess, from application to fund-
ing, is completed in a digital 
manner.

This initiative is part of the 
company’s wide-spanning ini-
tiatives aimed at continuing the 

growth and expansion of the 
National Bank of Coxsackie, 
while enhancing the customer’s 
experience and reducing friction 
in the process.

“We are excited to announce 
our new online application chan-

nel for small business loans,” 
National Bank of Coxsackie’s 
Chief Credit Offi cer Charlene L. 
Slemp said. “We understand that 
time is an invaluable resource 
to small business owners, and 
we want to make the process of 

obtaining a term loan or line of 
credit easy, fast and hassle-free. 
We look forward to serving ex-
isting customers and developing 
new relationships.”

Greenville man faces weapon, burglary charges

National Bank of Coxsackie launches new 
small business lending platform
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WE ACCEPT

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

Infrared 
FIT Bodywrap® 

Benefits can include weight loss, 
cellulite reduction, pain relief, 
relaxation, skin rejuvenation, 

and detoxification!

Tanning
One Month Package

Tanning made 
easy and hassle-free. 

We have both a 
tanning bed and a booth.

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

(518) 731-2559

Salon 255 LTD is a state of the art salon offering a full menu of services 
in a warm and luxurious atmosphere. Our professional, friendly staff 
are trained in the latest trends and are always advancing their 
education. In an industry that is forever changing, it is our priority to 
always provide a superior experience!

With a variety of offerings and services to choose from, we’re sure you 
will be happy working with us. We are looking forward to working with 
you and helping you look fabulous!

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10am-6pm
SATURDAY 9am-2pm
SUNDAY Closed
MONDAY Closed

You look fabulous!
SALON 255 LTD

salon255ltd.com

255 Mansion Street
Coxsackie, NY

Specials

“Journalism keeps you planted in the earth.”

#SupportRealNews

- Ray Bradbury
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

34 Hope Plaza, 
West Coxsackie, NY 12192

518-731-4800

TWO LOCATIONS:
4852 Route 81, 

Greenville, NY 12083

518-966-4800

Voted The Best Pharmacy in 
Greene County For Two Years Running. 

This award ceremony is put on by Greene County Chamber 
of Commerce and voted on by Greene County residents.

MEDICATION SERVICES
• Prescription Refills and Transfers
• Home Delivery
• Compounding
• Compounding for Pets
• Durable Medical Equipment
• Erectile Dysfunction Medication
• Immunizations
• Medication Adherence
• Medication Synchronization
• Medication Therapy Management
• Prescriptions for Pets
• Supplies for Physician offices

OVER THE COUNTER
• Pain Medication
• Cold and Allergy Medication
• Vitamins and Supplements
• Oral Health Products
• Feminine Hygiene Products
• First Aid Items
• Cosmetics
• School and Office Supplies
• Infant Care
• Hair Care
• Shower and Bath Items
• Sunscreen and Bug Spray

CARDS & GIFTS
• Home Decor
• Greeting Cards
• Special Occasion Items
• Seasonal Gifts
• Kid’s Toys
• Candles
• Gift Cards
• Scarves, Purses and Tote Bags

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENPORT — The ap-
proved state budget includes 
billions of dollars in aid to help 
the state’s businesses, schools 
and residents recover from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, a state 
commissioner told business 
leaders at Columbia-Greene 
Community College on Friday.

Sheila Poole, commissioner 
of the state’s Office of Chil-
dren and Family Services, pre-
sented the enacted state budget 
to provide a bird’s-eye view 
of how local governments and 
residents will benefit from the 
spending plan.

“As Gov. [Kathy] Hochul 
has said repeatedly, this is a 
new era for New York and we 
are using the entirety of the 
state’s $221 billion budget to 
make historic investments that 
will make a difference in peo-
ple’s lives now and for years to 
come, both at the state and local 
level,” Poole said in her open-
ing remarks.

The budget focuses on in-
vesting in health care, teach-
er workforces, providing tax 
relief, and economic growth, 
Poole said, calling the budget 
“socially responsible and fis-
cally prudent.”

“We have been through so 
much with the pandemic — 
there have been tremendous im-
pacts on virtually every sector, 
on kids and families, on com-
munities and the workforce,” 
Poole said. “So we are taking 
advantage of the infusion of 
federal pandemic relief dollars 
that our state has received, and 
being responsible in not creat-
ing a budget that sets potential 
cliffs for the future. The last 
thing we want to do is start up 
initiatives, get everyone excited 
and build infrastructure, only to 
know that we cannot afford to 
sustain those investments in the 
coming year. The governor has 
been really clear about that.”

The enacted budget does not 
include recurring costs and has 
a reserve fund to prepare for 
a possible future recession or 
economic downturn, she added.

There is also $6.1 million in 
tax relief, Poole said.

“Here in the Capital Region, 
that will benefit over 311,000 
Capital Region taxpayers,” she 
said.

The tax relief plan was ini-
tially expected to begin in 2025, 
but current economic condi-
tions moved up the timeline.

“Given what’s happening in 
our economy, given that gas is 
up a dollar, given that milk is up 
20 or 30 cents — every time we 
go to the grocery store, prices 
are going up,” Poole said. “So 
the governor and the Legisla-
ture have agreed to accelerate 
the rollout of that tax plan so 
that taxpayers will see it this 
year in the budget.”

For the average homeowner 
benefiting from the tax relief, 
they will get a $681 benefit 
through a Homeowner Rebate 
Credit, which will go to an esti-
mated 211,000 property owners 
in the Capital Region.

The new spending plan in-
cludes relief for high gas prices, 
Poole said.

“There is also an investment 
of almost $600 million in tack-
ling what we are all feeling at 
the gas pumps — an investment 
providing relief,” she said, 
adding there is an additional 
$250 million in the budget to 

help small businesses to offset 
COVID-19 related expenses.

Public schools are also in 
line to receive additional fund-
ing this fiscal year in what 
Poole termed “a historic invest-
ment” in schools.

“Overall, in this region alone 
there is an 8.7% increase in aid 
to the region and to the schools, 
and a significant increase in 
Foundation Aid for Capital Re-
gion schools,” Poole said. 

Regional schools will re-
ceive an additional $497 million 
in Foundation Aid, she added, 
along with an additional $125 

million for full-day pre-kin-
dergarten programs statewide, 
adding 17,500 additional pre-K 
slots.

Boosting the availability of 
childcare — particularly after 
the impacts of the pandemic — 
will add to economic growth in 
the state, Poole said.

“[Childcare] is the econom-
ic engine that allows working 
parents, and especially women, 
to remain in the workforce,” 
she said. “We are making a 
huge investment in childcare 
over the next four years — $7 
billion. This year alone, in the 

enacted budget that means we 
will be increasing the eligibility 
for working families to receive 
childcare assistance from 200% 
of the federal poverty level to 
300% of the federal poverty 
level.”

An additional $100 million 
is also provided in the spending 
plan to create additional child-
care capacity statewide.

Other areas of the economy 
that the budget focuses on in-
clude $450 million for down-
town revitalization initiatives, 
$350 million to support work-
force development programs, 
$25 billion in a five-year hous-
ing plan to promote affordable 
housing, $200 million to draw 
new workers to New York state, 
and a $4.2 billion investment in 
clean water, clean air and green 
jobs initiatives to battle climate 
change, Poole said.

The budget also includes a 
40.2% increase over five years 
for infrastructure including 
road and bridge repairs, as well 
as $20 million to support ad-
diction treatment, recovery and 
prevention, including $2 mil-
lion for a veterans’ peer-to-peer 
program.

Tackling rising crime rates 
is another focus of the budget, 
Poole said. 

“There has been a lot of dis-
cussion and concern about the 
recent uptick in gun violence, 
not just in New York City, but 
in so many urban centers across 
our state,” she said. “There is a 
lot of focus in this year’s budget 
on making investments, stop-
ping that cycle of violence that 

is just wreaking havoc across so 
many of our communities.”

Anti-crime initiatives will 
include closing loopholes 
around the Raise the Age law 
and court discovery; expand-
ing the factors judges can take 
into account when setting bail, 
such as a history of gun use or 
violence; stopping the cycle 
of repeat offenders; cracking 
down on gun trafficking; and 
protecting victims of domestic 
violence and hate crimes, Poole 
said. Investing in mental health 
resources is also aimed at pre-
venting crime and violence, she 
added.

Jeff Friedman, president and 
executive director of the Greene 
County Chamber of Commerce, 
said several components of the 
state budget should aid local 
businesses.

“I am excited for the support 
for businesses, especially as it 
relates to COVID expenses. I 
am very excited about money 
for childcare — hopefully we 
will be able to take advantage 
of that in this region,” Friedman 
said. “I like the monies being 
set aside for workforce devel-
opment and affordable work-
force housing. It was also nice 
to see that there is some tax re-
lief for consumers. It remains to 
be seen whether small commu-
nities like ours will be able to 
take advantage of those things 
or have access to them — some-
times we get left out.”

“I am optimistic — they are 
good initiatives,” Friedman 
continued. “Let’s just hope that 
we benefit.”

State budget overview outlines tax relief, spending

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Sheila Poole, commissioner of the state’s Office of Children and Family 
Services, outlined the approved state budget at a presentation at Colum-
bia-Greene Community College on May 6.

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

After several months of volatile util-
ity prices, Central Hudson claims elec-
tricity rates have declined by 55% in 
May.

“Central Hudson’s residential price 
for electric supply has declined signifi-
cantly from 13.6 cents per kilowatt hour 
in April to 6.12 cents per kilowatt hour, 
effective May 11,” according to a state-
ment from the company. Natural gas 
prices also dropped from 97.1 cents per 
hundred-cubic-feet in April to 64 cents 
per hundred-cubic-feet in May, effective 
May 1.

The fluctuating rates are due to vol-
atility in the energy markets, both re-
gionally and globally, according to the 
company. 

Rising and falling prices could con-
tinue over the next few months as market 
conditions evolve.

“This, coupled with the potential of 
increased demand during the summer, 

could have an impact on electric supply 
prices in the coming months,” according 

to the statement.
Supply prices for both electricity 

and natural gas rose substantially early 
this year due to a number of factors, ac-
cording to Central Hudson, including in-
creased domestic demand due to a cold-
er winter, constrained domestic pipeline 
capacity and increased global demand 
for natural gas.

Central Hudson is also currently the 
focus of an investigation by the state De-
partment of Public Service into the com-
pany’s billing practices that have led to 
billing errors over the past few months, 
according to Ulster County Executive 
Pat Ryan, who requested the investiga-
tion. 

Ryan held a hearing May 3 in Kings-
ton, along with state Sen. Michelle 
Hinchey, D-46, to collect testimony from 
area residents who have been impacted 
by Central Hudson’s billing practices. 

Hundreds of local residents have 
filed complaints about billing as some 
utility customers saw their monthly bills 
increase by two- and three-fold in recent 
months.

Central Hudson: Electricity rates drop 55%

COURTESY OF PEXELS    
After months of volatile prices, electricity rates have dropped by more than half in May, accord-
ing to Central Hudson.



8	 	 													The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  May 20, 2022

Chasin’ Racin’

Keith W. Valentine, CIC, LUTCF and his team are ready to serve all 
of your insurance needs with more companies, more choices, and 
more experience which all lead to BIG Savings for you!

Take advantage of Valentine Insurance Agency’s affiliation with 
SAN group and SIAA, the largest alliance of independent Insurance 
Agencies in the Northeast and Continental U.S., with over 3500 
Members across 48 states writing more than $9 Billion in total 
member premiums.

Contact Keith Valentine for a quote!
Office 518-943-3489 • Mobile 518-821-8244

KEITH@MYVALENTINEINSURANCE.COM

More Than Great Rates

Trusted Advisors

HOME AUTO BUSINESS LIFE HEALTH

www.myvalentineinsurance.com

Jon T., customer since 2004

I’ve bought property insurance and auto insurance from Valentine Insurance 
Agency for nearly 20 years, and they are simply the BEST. I owned many rental 
properties in Greene County, and renovated several buildings. Valentine not 
only found the appropriate insurance, but gave years of invaluable advice. Their 
knowledge of property and business in the local area helped me tremendously, and 
I have recommended them to everyone. Don’t waste your time using anyone else. Halsted 

Companies

OUTDOOR SUPPLIES
11779 St. Route 9W, 

W.Coxsackie, NY 12192
518-731-3900

EXCAVATING
325 Medway-Earlton Rd.

Earlton, NY. 12058
518-731-6190

By Mark Kane
For Capital Region Independent Media

You can now add Utica Rome 
Speedway to tracks that are now 
open for the 2022 racing season.

What started as a nice, sun-
ny, warm day soon changed once 
the sun went down. With the 
wind continuing to blow and the 
temperatures continuing to drop 
it was going to be a cold one, 
and that it was. 

Warm or cold, it was great 
to be back at the Utica Rome 
Speedway. There is one thing 
for sure — through its rich rac-
ing history at the storied now 
dirt track in Vernon, New York 
— there has never been a lack 
of talent. The track has seen its 
highs and lows and now under 
its second year under the watch-
ful eye of promoter Brett Deyo 
and his fi ne staff, the track is on 
an upswing.

Over the years the list of 
winners and champions is a list 
of drivers that is like a “who’s 
who” of the very best in the 
business. 

The track fi rst opened up in 
1961 as a quarter-mile asphalt 
oval run under the NASCAR 
banner with the “Champ” Rene 
Charland winning the fi rst cham-
pionship. In 1979, the track con-
verted to 5/8 dirt and then again 
to the half-mile of today. 

The years Utica was asphalt 
and NASCAR drivers like Lou 
Lazzaro, Jerry Cook, Ed Flemke, 
Bill Wimble, Ernie Gahan and a 
host of others were at the top of 
their game. There were drivers 
like a young Richie Evens, who 
was learning his trade and would 
win the fi nal championship on 
the asphalt at the close of the 
1978 season. In 1979 it was Lou 
Lazzaro picking up the fi rst win 
on the Utica Rome dirt with Bob 
Savoie, who won the champion-
ship.  In 1981 the DIRT Flag was 
fl ying with Art Kiser picking up 
the fi rst win with David Lape 
beating a fi ne fi eld to win the 
championship. 

After the 82 season where 
Jack Johnson would drive to 
eight wins and the champion-
ship, the track closed. In 1985 
the track reopened as New Ven-
ture Speedway with fi ve big 
races for big money scheduled 
and four were run, with the fi rst 
falling to Mother Nature. Dave 
Lape was overall champion. The 
racing through the ‘80’s was sec-
ond to none. In 1989 the track 
became the New Utica Rome 
Speedway running Outlaw rules 
with drivers like Donnie Wet-

more, Dale Plank, Paul Jensen, 
Tom Kinsella and many others 
in the pits putting on some great 
races for the fans.

In 1994 the track was back 
to NASCAR, with the same 
Outlaw teams. In 1996 it again 
changed names, reverting back 
to Utica Rome Speedway and 
then went back to DIRTcar in 
1999 until 2004, when Stewart 
Friesen would be the champion. 
After the DIRTcar era the track 
has mainly been an independent 
track and has been dominated by 
Friesen and Matt Sheppard in 
both wins and championships.

OPENING NIGHT
A fi ne fi eld of cars made their 

way to the Utica Rome Speed-
way for opening night honoring 
Alex Friesen, a promoter and 
racer who left the world at age 
33. In heat race action “Mad 
Max” Max McLaughlin set a 
new track record of 17.747.   

At the drop of the green of 
the $6,800 to win 30-lap mod-
ifi ed feature it was Matt Shep-
pard powering his way to the 
front with Larry Wight, Jessica 
Friesen, Mat Williamson and 
Stewart Friesen aboard the Alex 
Friesen Memorial No. 68 paint 
scheme was quickly into the 
top 5 from his seventh starting 
spot. On lap 5, Stewart Friesen 
worked his way around the 1Z 
of JZ, Jessica Friesen, and set 
his sights on Williamson as 
McLaughlin fell out of the top 
5. Now McLaughlin started to 
work on the 1Z of Friesen and 
getting the spot to be back in the 
top 5. 

Setting a fast pace out front, 
the leaders caught lapped traffi c 
as the yellow was out for veter-
an A.J. “Slideway’s” Alan John-
son closing up the fi eld with 
10 down and 20 to go. Back to 
green and a clear track out front, 
Sheppard again was the leader as 

the No. 68 of Friesen was on the 
move on the high side of a very 
smooth and fast early season 
racing surface, working his way 
around Williamson to move to 
third and as quick as McLaugh-
lin fell out of the top 5, he drove 
right back into it, also working 
his way around Williamson. 

The race heated up between 
Friesen and McLaughlin with 
Friesen getting the worst of it, 
going over turn 1 and 2 berm 
as the caution fl ew for Bobby 
Hackle before the lap was com-
plete. Once back to green it was 
still Sheppard able to hold off 
Wight, back in the pack Tim 
Fuller after starting 12th, young 
gun Alex Yankowski, Billy 
Decker and Rocky Warner were 
in a heated battle running 2 and 
3 wide for position. 

Out front Sheppard was the 
class of the fi eld but within eye-
sight of Wight as the laps clicked 
away. On the move was Tim 
Fuller and Yankowski as Fuller 
was in the top 5 and Yankows-
ki in the top 7. Using a lapped 
car Friesen #68 worked his way 
to 2nd around Wight and set his 
sights on the leader and coming 
fast when the yellow was out 
slowing the great run Friesen 
had on the leader with only a 
handful of laps remaining. Com-
ing to the green it was Sheppard 
and Friesen as Friesen slid up 
and over the berm between turns 
1 and 2 and this time he did not 
have a caution to save him and 
now in ninth with less than fi ve 
to go. 

Remaining green Sheppard 
continued to lead and hold on 
for the win with Wight, Mc-
Laughlin, Fuller and Williamson 
rounding out the top 5.

In other opening night action 
Payton Talbot was the Crate 602 
Sportsman winner, Beau Ballard 
was the winner of the 20-lap Pro 
Stock feature. In the Limited 
Sportsman, Seth Martin picked 
up the win with Justin Pope win-
ning the 4-Cylinder feature.

FONDA SPEEDWAY
Saturday night at the Fonda 

Speedway was a busy night with 
a regular program along with 
the Mohawk Valley Vintage Dirt 
Modifi ed Series (MVVDMS). 
The fi eld was well represented 
in all their classes.  

It is great to turn back time 
every now and then to remem-
ber the days of those old coupes 
and coaches racing down the 
back stretch, with the good old 
boys who drove them. Back in 
those days, teams would race on 
asphalt one night and take the 
same car to the dirt the follow-
ing night. You wreck it you went 
to the junkyard and was back 
racing. 

Over the years things have 
sure changed, but one thing that 
hasn’t is the love for the sport. 
There are times I would like to 
see racing go back to simple 
times, then I look into the future 
of what racing will be down the 

road and that scares the living 
hell out of me.  

Will there even be racing? 
Oh, just shoot me now at that 
thought. I can see it now — hur-
ry up and plug the thing in, it’s 
race day. 

The Vintage class seems to 
grow and grow every time they 
come to the track and that is nev-
er a bad thing. Only bad thing is 
the weekly fi elds seem to be los-
ing cars at the same rate due to 
what it costs to keep a competi-
tive car at the track as what start-
ed out to be a hobby for most has 
turned into a second full-time 
job. Like they say, in one hand 
out the other. Well, that’s racing 
in its present state.

SUNOCO MODIFIED
When the mighty SUNOCO 

Modifi eds came to the track 
for their feature it was Jessica 
Friesen and JaMike Sowle lead-
ing the fi eld of heavy competi-
tors breathing down their neck. 

At the drop of the green it 
was Friesen with the early lead 
as Rocky Warner quickly on the 
move taking over the runner up 
spot with Sowle, Jack Lehner 
and Matt DeLorenzo holding 
down the early top 5. 

Quickly, DeLorenzo worked 
his way past the Lehner No. 85 
Nelson ride to take over third. 
The caution was out early as Pep 
Corradi sat on the front stretch 
infi eld. On the restart it was 
Rocky Warner as the new leader 
taking DeLorenzo with him to 
second down the back stretch, 
leaving J.Z. and Lehner to battle 
for third.  Dave Constantino was 
showing early speed and on the 
move, as was Stewart Friesen 
coming from a sixth row starting 
position again in the No. 68 Alex 
Friesen Memorial paint scheme. 

Out front DeLorenzo found 
the bottom to his liking and 
started to get closer to the rear 
bumper of the Tadd Parks 1 of 
Warner as Warner was rim riding 
Fonda Speedway. Side by side 
Warner and DeLorenzo worked 
the famed half-mile to complete 
lap 12 and the 2007 track cham-
pion would be the new leader as 
DeLorenzo was on the move. 

Behind the leaders it was 
heating up as Ronnie Johnson 
had the 2RJ moving forward as 
Constantino and Lehner battled 
with Friesen’s No. 68 for a top 5 
as Jessica was holding her own 
in the 1Z. 

The great racing surface with 
producing great two- and three-
wide racing throughout the fi eld, 
but the race in the top 5 had 
Stew’s 68 working past Con-
stantino, then raced side by side 
with his wife Jessica and worked 
his way to third as now it was 
DeLorenzo, Warner, Friesen, 
Friesen and Constantino, with 
R.J. right there with the leaders 
and looking for racing room and 
found it working his way to fi fth. 

As the laps clicked away, De-
Lorenzo opened up a big lead on 
the fi eld as Friesen worked his 
way to second around Warner 

and Johnson who was able to 
work his way into fourth. 

As the checkers fell it was 
Matt DeLorenzo in for the popu-
lar win, his 38th career Modifi ed 
win tying him with SUPER CD 
Coville for 10th on the all-time 
win list. This was DeLorenzo’s 
fi rst win at the Track of Cham-
pions, Fonda Speedway, since 
the 2013 season. One of the nice 
guys in racing, Matt has been 
promoter as well as champion at 
Fonda Speedway. 

Following the 3D to the 
line was the No. 68 of Stewart 
Friesen, Rocky Warner, Ronnie 
Johnson, and J.Z. held on for 
fi fth. 

Seems Stewart is into the 
replica paint work lately as his 
NASCAR truck for Darlington 
Throwback will have the 1992 
Super DIRT Week scheme of 
Jumpin’ Jack Johnson and the 
name of Jack on the roof.  Pretty 
cool stuff right there and Ronnie 
is taking the night off from rac-
ing to go along for the ride.

Other racing found Chad 
Edwards going 2-for-2 with a 
last turn last lap pass in the 602 
Sportsman. Once again it was 
Nick Stone in for the Pro Stock 
win, his 61st, and on the other 
hand Lance Hill picked up his 
fi rst-ever Fonda Speedway win 
in the Limited Sportsman as Ken 
Hollenbeck continued his 4-cyl. 
win total record growing. 

The MVVDMS classes were 
won by Jimmy Fugel, John 
Marks, Curtis Condon, Randy 
Delaney and Brian Gray, and fun 
was had by ALL.

MORE RACING
At Albany Saratoga, Jessey 

Mueller was the class of the 
NAPA Modifi eds with Bri-
an Gleason, Jack Lehner, Pe-
ter Britten and Adam Pierson 
rounding out the top 5. 

In other racing at the “Great 
Race Place,” Andrew Buff 
picked up the Sportsman win, 
while Kim Duell picked up the 
Pro Stock win. In the Limited 
Sportsman it was Mike Arnold 
in for his fi rst win after making 
the move from Street Stocks. 
In the Street Stocks it was Jeff 
Meltz Sr. and Dave Frame with 
the 4-cyl. win.

Lebanon Valley found Andy 
Bachetti go 2-for-2 after win-
ning the Modifi ed feature by 
making a last lap turn 2 pass to 
hold off Kolby Schroder, Ken-
ny Tremont Jr., L.J. Lombardo 
and Keith Flach rounding out 
the top 5. The Sportsman found 
Matt Burke with the win, while 
Nick Hilt was the Pro Stock win-
ner and Dave Streibel the Street 
Stock winner.

At Bridgeport Super DIRTcar 
Series it was Ryan Godown with 
the win over Stewart Friesen, 
Billy Pauch Jr., Mat Williamson 
and Max McLaughlin rounded 
out the top 5 in the 75-lap event.

Please remember to support 
the sponsors that support the 
sport of dirt racing.

Utica Rome Speedway opens ’22 season

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO    
Andy Bachetti broke an oil line and went up in flames during heat race 
action at Fonda Speedway. Bachetti walked away unharmed.

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO    
Stewart Friesen grabbed the $12,000 JUMPIN’ Jack Johnson 40-lap Memori-
al at the “Track of Champions,” Fonda Speedway.
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By Mark Kane
For Capital Region Independent Media

The race season kicked off 
this month in the Capital District 
as Albany Saratoga, Fonda and 
Lebanon Valley Speedways got 
their seasons underway. 

The Capital District has long 
been known for its great racing 
and drivers who could and still 
can hit the road and be a threat 
no matter where they may show 
up, whether it be a STSS event 
or DIRTcar show. Over the years 
the names have changed, the cars 
have definitely changed, but the 
great competition on the track 
and the fan loyalty  has always 
been second to none. 

All three tracks have a 
long-standing reputation and 
each is different in size and con-
figuration. The Fonda fans are 
“Track of Champion” fans and 
the same thing goes for the Val-
ley fans, the “Valley of Speed” 
is their home track. On Friday 
nights the two sets of fans come 
together as one at Albany Sarato-
ga. 

As fans we grow up at a cer-
tain track and find it hard to head 
in a different direction come race 
day. No matter what track, as 
fans we call home where your 
race family is. Those who you 
hang out with in the parking lot 
and those who you sit with from 
April through October. The hard 
part is getting to the first race at 
your home track only to find out 
one of your racing family has 
passed away. I learned that the 
hard way this year. Rest in peace 
John Sr. The top row of the red 
section will not be the same with-
out you. You are loved by many 
and you will definitely be missed.   

ALBANY SARATOGA 
SPEEDWAY

So far the Albany Saratoga 
fans have been treated to great 
racing and plenty of cars as many 
tracks have still not opened, but 
will be soon. There is one thing 
for sure — even if they lose a 
few NAPA Modifieds, that will 
not take away from the great 
racing at the track that lives up 
to its nickname, the “Great Race 
Place,” with its highly competi-
tive field. 

On opening night there was 
one car that was missing and that 
was the “Ravena Rocket,” Keith 
Flach, whose family was dealing 
with COVID. Well, Keith was 
back at the track for the second 
race of the season and in mid-sea-
son form, winning his heat, Dash 
for Cash, and had a great feature 
run.

At the drop of the green it was 
Keith Flach grabbing the early 
lead from his front-row starting 

spot and quickly moved to the 
top side on the smooth racing 
surface with Matt Depew, Rob-
ert Bublak, Don Ronca and Jack 
Speshock rounding out the early 
top 5. For Ronca, his team had 
to work hard to get the No. 7 put 
back together after heavy contact 
sent him out on the hook after the 
Dash for Cash. 

The caution flew early as Matt 
Depew got into the front stretch 
outside wall and Jack Speshock, 
with no place to go, made heavy 
contact with the rear of the 667, 
ending the day for both drivers. 
Once back to green it was Flach 
right back to the top and right 
back to the lead with Marc John-
son, the 2016 Modified champi-
on, on the move from his 10th 
starting spot now in spot 3 and 
putting pressure on the 7 of Ron-
ca and making the pass. 

Also making his presence 
felt in the top 5 was Jack Lehner 
from the ninth starting spot. The 
caution flew for Robert Bublak 
again tightening up the field, put-
ting Johnson next to Flach for the 
restart. Once the green was out 
it was “Lightning Larry,” Larry 
Wight, on the move from a 15th 
starting spot into the top 5 when 
the caution flew for Derrick Mc-
Grew. Back to green Flach re-
mained the leader with Johnson, 
Lehner, Ronca and Wight.  

Flach was pounding the cush-
ion and Johnson down low with 
Wight and Ronca nerf bar to 
nerf bar for fourth and fifth, with 
Wight getting the spot on lap 
7. With green flag racing Flach 
started to put distance between 
himself and the field as Wight 
was making his way into second, 
getting past Lehner and Johnson 
and now had his sights on the 
Flach 43. 

Just outside the top 5 there 
was a battle for position with Bil-
ly Decker, Mike Mahaney, open-
ing night winner Peter Britten, 
and Matt DeLorenzo. 

As the laps clicked away the 
front runners were in heavy traf-
fic and Wight started to reel in the 
leader lap after lap and was the 
new leader at the line on lap 26 as 
now the battle for third and fourth 
heated up between Johnson and 
Lehner as Mahaney and Britten 
were racing hard for fourth and 
fifth as Decker was dealing with 
DeLorenzo. 

As they crossed the line it was 
Wight in for the win with Flach, 
Johnson, Lehner, Britten, Mah-
aney, DeLorenzo, Decker, Deme-
trios Drellos, and Ronnie John-
son rounding out the top 10 after 
starting 20th. Picking up heat 
wins were Keith Flach, Jack Spe-
shock, and Robert Bublak, Wow 
that was one “HE double hockey 
sticks” of a feature and just think 

— it is only week two.
In other action, Scott Duell 

won the green to checker Sports-
man feature. Last week Rob Yet-
man tied Joe Santoro for wins in 
the Pro Stock division and this 
week picked up his second win 
of the year and now is the all-
time win leader in the tough Pro 
Stock class. The feature took its 
toll on the competitors with some 
heavy damage in a late race red 
flag going into turn 1. All drivers 
walked away, but that can’t be 
said for their cars. 

In the Limited Sportsman 
Taylor Wason recorded the win 
as Jeff Meltz Sr. picked up the 
Street Stock win and Elmer 
Montville the 4-Cyl. winner.

With the  forecast not looking 
very favorable for Saturday night, 
Brett Deyo pulled the plug early 
for the $12,000 to win 40-lap 
JUMPIN’ Jack Johnson Memo-
rial for the SUNOCO Modifieds 
and rescheduled it for Sunday. 
When Sunday came around it 
was a picture-perfect day for race 
fans to be at the “Track of Cham-
pions” to honor the fans’ cham-
pion, Jack Johnson. He may be 
gone but every Saturday night he 
is still in the hearts of his many 
fans. The memories still exist of 
the orange 12A, his many wins, 
his many championships and the 
one battle he fought so hard but 
could not win. In typical Jack 
style he fought ALS as if it was 
a race, right up to the checker 
flag. His fans were as important 
to Jack as he was to them. Race 
on, my friend and my hero. 

FONDA SPEEDWAY
On Sunday, a fine field of 130 

cars made their way to the histor-
ic track that sits along the Mo-
hawk River, Fonda Speedway. 
The SUNOCO Modifieds with 
sail panels came to the track 40-
plus strong, all looking for their 
share of the money and hoping 
they were the first to cross the 
line after 40 laps and pocket the  
$12,000 to win. 

The night started with Matt 
DeLorenzo, David Schilling, 
Matt Sheppard, Rocky Warner, 
and Stewart Friesen picking up 
heat wins and the $112 bonus 
that went along with it. Two con-
si events were needed that were 
won by Tim Fuller and Danny 
Varin. 

There was a scary moment 
in his heat when Andy Bachetti, 
who was fresh off his opening 
night win at the Lebanon Valley 
Speedway, had an oil line break 
as the car erupted into flames 
coming out of turn 4, with Andy 
finally bringing the car to a stop 
at the end of the back stretch on 
the top side of turn 3. The fine 
Fonda safety crew was right there 

when the car stopped to put out 
the fire that was engulfing his 4 
machine. Andy climbed from the 
car unharmed, but the charred car 
has seen better days.  

When the SUNOCO Mod-
ifieds came to the track for the 
40-lap feature, two former track 
champions led the way with 
multi-time champion Stewart 
Friesen, 44, and 2007 vhamp 
Matt DeLorenzo, 3D. 

At the drop of the green it 
was Friesen leading the way 
as the echo of the SUNOCO 
ground-pounding Modifieds 
could be heard in the old, covered 
grandstand. DeLorenzo right was 
on his rear deck looking for rac-
ing room and found it on the high 
side. Racing nerf bar to nerf bar 
down the back chute, DeLorenzo 
used the high side with perfection 
and would be the new leader on 
lap 2. 

Behind the leaders the racing 
was tight on a very smooth early 
season racing surface that only 
a few weeks ago was part of the 
river. The 1Z of Jessica Friesen 
and Mike Maresca 7MM were 
racing side by side with Mares-
ca taking over the third spot as 
DeLorenzo was starting to pull 
away from the field. On the move 
early was Rocky Warner moving 
into the top 5 after starting eighth 
on the grid, with Matt Sheppard 
following in his tracks. 

With DeLorenzo out front, 
Friesen moved to the top and 
quickly started to reel in DeLo-
renzo as they again were side by 
side on lap 6, with Friesen getting 
the lead just before the caution 
was out for Adam McAuliffe, 
who was on the infield at the exit 
of turn 4. Without the lap being 
complete it would be DeLorenzo 
going back to the lead. 

On the restart the two leaders 
were again side by side and War-
ner continued his march to the 
front, moving to third as Friesen 
was the new leader. The racing 
behind the top 3 found Mares-
ca, Jessica Friesen and Sheppard 
racing hard as Warner aboard the 
98 was fast and worked his way 
around DeLorenzo for second 
and quickly started to reel in the 
44. 

Lap 14 found Sheppard work-
ing his way around Maresca for 
fourth, but the caution was out for 
the 18 of seven-time track cham-
pion Bobby Varin, who slowed 
on the front stretch, bringing the 
field back to the 44 of Friesen. 
Back to green Friesen continued 
to lead as Sheppard was now 
third, working his way around 
DeLorenzo and Maresca. 

After starting 14th, veteran 
Alan Johnson was making his 
way to just outside the top 5, 
battling with Mat Williamson. 

Up front Sheppard raced his way 
around DeLorenzo as Friesen 
was working his way around lap 
traffic. The caution was out as 
Rocky Warner’s fine ride came to 
an end in the turn one wall after 
contact with a lap car. 

Now it was a 10-lap shoot out 
for the $12,000 paycheck with 
two of the best in dirt modified 
racing today going head to head, 
with Friesen remaining the lead-
er at a track he has become very 
hard to beat at. With five to go it 
was Friesen, Sheppard, Maresca, 
the 1Z Jessica Friesen who had 
worked her way around DeLo-
renzo and was now looking for 
more as she battled Maresca for 
fourth, with Maresca holding the 
spot. 

Out front it was all Friesen as 
he picked up his sixth opening 
night win and 80th of his career 
at the “Track of Champions.” 
Following Friesen to the line 
was Sheppard, Maresca, Jessica 
Friesen, and DeLorenzo round-
ing out the top 5.

MORE RACING
In other action, 2021 Pro 

Stock champion Nick Stone 
picked up his 60th Pro Stock win. 
The 2021 Sportsman champion 
Chad Edwards also was able to 
pick up where he left off last year 
with a dominating run for the 
win. Lap 2 of the feature found 
the red flag out as Jeremiah Mun-
son, who took a hard ride into the 
wall between turns 1 and 2, then 
started a series of rolls. Munson 
was unhurt. 

Picking up the win in the 
Limited Sportsman was Kyle 
Dingman, with John Napoli pick-
ing up the 4-Cyl. win.

Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to Terri Mohrman after recent 
surgery. A member of the Fonda 
Speedway Hall of Fame, Terri for 
good reason is the leader of the 
speedway safety crew and will be 
missed by everyone at the track. 
Get well soon, Terri.

LEBANON VALLEY
At the “Valley of Speed,” 

Lebanon Valley, it was Andy 
Bachetti in for the 70th opening 
night win in the Modifieds. Eddie 
Marshall, Kyle Armstrong, Brett 
Haas and Marc Johnson rounded 
out the top 5. 

The Sportsman found Whitey 
Slavin with the win and Rob Yet-
man picked up the Pro Stock win.

The Short Track Super Series 
found Stewart Friesen picking up 
the win in the Diamond State 50 
at Delaware International Speed-
way over Mike Maresca, Jordan 
Watson, Matt Sheppard and Ryan 
Godown.

Please continue to support the 
sponsors that support the great 
sport of dirt track racing.

Capital District racing season gets green flag
Chasin’ Racin’
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One of the things I liked most about my 
former job as a Cooperative Extension agent 
in Greene County was the process of figuring 
out what was causing problems with garden 
plants, lawns, trees or shrubs. It is sort of like 
detective work without a cloak or dagger.

I used what I learned about this topic 
in public health as well, when we contract-
ed with the New York State Department of 
Health to conduct educational programs to 
combat Lyme disease. This week I will share 
some principles of disease and infection I 
learned, which are pretty relevant in these 
days of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In order to contract a disease, whether 
it is a plant or animal disease, three factors 
must occur simultaneously. If any of these 
three factors are not present, there can be no 
disease. First, before I discuss these specific 
factors, I need to talk about the things that 
cause disease.

In general, disease-causing organisms 
are fungi, bacteria or viruses. All may cause 
diseases with similar symptoms, but all are 
different in their mode of action or how they 
infect.

It seems to me that most plant diseases 
are caused by fungi. Fungi are organisms that 
generally require water to become infectious. 

Lacking chlorophyll, they need to get their 
“food” from other sources than sunlight by 
breaking down and absorbing organic matter. 
Sometimes in the process of feeding on plant 
material, they kill or damage their host. This 
distinguished pathogens from saprophytes.

Once a plant is infected with a fungal 
disease, it is generally difficult to “cure” the 
infection. The general strategy is to try to 
prevent the infection in the first place or keep 
it from spreading. Fungi are living organisms 
that can survive for a long time, either active-
ly causing infection, or in a dormant state that 
may last for 100 years or more. This longev-
ity allows them to re-occur when conditions 
are right. Some fungal diseases are ubiqui-
tous and must be dealt with every season.

Twenty years ago, almost all the garden 
seeds that were sold were treated with a 
pink-colored fungicide called “Captan.” This 
fungicide protected tender seedlings from 
getting “damping off,” which is a general 
term for similar diseases caused by several 
genera of fungi. The infected seedlings grow 
spindly and eventually keel over and die with 
a conspicuous shriveling or narrowing of the 
stem at soil level. It is highly contagious and 
usually fatal once contracted.

It is virtually impossible to cure a flat 

of seedlings once the disease occurs, so the 
emphasis is on prevention. In addition to pre-
ventive chemical fungicides there are cultur-
al practices than can also be utilized, much to 
the satisfaction of gardeners who don’t want 
to use chemical fungicides.

Another major cause of disease in plants 
and animals are bacteria. Bacteria are also 
living organisms that can exhibit long-term 
dormancy. Like fungi, they can damage their 
hosts by “feeding” on the tissue of the host 
and using the host’s cells to grow and multi-
ply. Of course, not all bacteria are pathogenic 
and neither are all fungi.

Our bodies contain millions of foreign 
bacteria and fungi that do us no harm what-
soever. In fact, many of these organisms are 
responsible for keeping us healthy. Bacteria, 
like fungi, usually require water to become 
infectious.

One of the most common bacterial dis-
ease of pears and apples is called “fireblight.” 
This disease most often occurs when rain or 
hail hits flower blossoms. Splashing water 
spreads the disease. Most, but not all, fun-
gicides are ineffective in treating bacterial 
disease. Commercial fruit growers often use 
antibiotics, such as streptomycin, to try to kill 
bacteria.

A third major infectious agent is viruses. 
Viruses, like the COVID-19 virus, are very 
different than bacteria or fungi in the sense 
that they are not living organisms, per se. 
They can only survive and reproduce inside 
living cells. They have a very short life ex-
pectancy, unlike bacteria or fungi, and they 
don’t necessarily need water to infect. Think 
of them as renegade hunks of DNA or RNA 
that get into the genes of plants or animals, 
and direct the cells to make more viruses. 
They are also very tiny compared to fungi 
and bacteria.

Viral infections in plants are far less com-
mon than bacterial or fungal infections be-
cause they generally cannot get inside a plant 
without help from another living organism. 
Leafhopper insects and aphids are usually 
involved in viral infections in plants. These 
insects inject the virus into the plant physi-
cally with their mouthparts and once inside 
the plant they can replicate.

Since all three of these types of patho-
gens cause disease in somewhat different 
manners, dealing with them requires differ-
ent strategies, but the principles of infection 
remain essentially the same. This is where I 
will pick up the story next week.

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@cornell.edu

Plant diseases
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By Bob Beyfuss
For Capital Region Independent Media

In recent years, the native, 
wild, woodland plant called ramps, 
aka wild leeks (Allium tricoccum), 
has become quite popular from a 
culinary perspective in the metro-
politan Northeast and other urban 
areas. 

Depending on your perspec-
tive, this is either a good phenom-
enon or “not so good,” as I will 
explain.  

In most of rural Appalachia, the 
popularity of ramps has been wide-
spread for centuries. According to 
John Mariani, author of “The En-
cyclopedia of American Food & 
Drink,” the word “ramps” comes 
from “rams” or “ramson,” the 
name of the wild garlic plant in an 
Elizabethan dialect. 

Unlike the skinny, circular 
stemmed, wild garlic, or onion 
grass, that grows in our lawns, 
meadows and elsewhere, in full 
sun, ramps grow in areas that will 
be heavily shaded by early sum-
mer. 

Also, unlike wild onions or gar-

lic, which are considered noxious 
weeds by most famers and lawn 
keepers, ramps are native wild 
herbs that can be wiped out by 
overharvest. You can harvest all the 
wild onion and garlic in any pas-
ture or lawn and you are doing no 
harm to the resource, but ramps are 
different. They differ distinctly in 
appearance to wild onions or garlic 
by their much broader leaves. To 
me they don’t look like leeks at all!  
The bulbs do look very much like 
large scallions, with flat, instead of 
round, leaves. 

Ramps are among the first 
greens to appear in forested ar-
eas. They grow best in rich, moist 
but well-drained soil, often under 
sugar maple, basswood, butternut, 
beech and other northern forest 
tree species. 

In the Hudson Valley they may 
emerge in early April and at the 
higher elevations of the Catskills 
they may not appear until mid-
May. They often form extensive 
patches, covering acres in some 
places, but more commonly in 
smaller patches, also commonly 
found along creek beds in flood 

plains. 
Last summer my favorite per-

sonal ramp-harvesting floodplain 
got completely washed away by a 
major flood. My only condolence 
is that this roughly half-acre patch 
has now re-established itself some-
where downstream. 

Ramps perennially grow from 
scallion-like bulbs that send up 
two or three leaves each spring. 
After the leaves turn yellow and 
die back, about a month after emer-
gence, a flower stalk is produced 
that is a typical Allium flower, with 
about 20 small blossoms arranged 
in a round umbel. 

By late summer you may see 
the stalk still standing with small, 
black seeds on it. They can be con-
fused with a few other wild plants 
in the woods, but the characteristic 
garlic fragrance rules these others 
out. 

The leaves and bulbs taste like 
a cross between garlic and on-
ion and as the season progresses, 
they become much more pungent. 
Both the leaves and the bulbs are 
quite mild tasting when they first 
emerge, but by the time the leaves 

start to senesce, in May, they are 
pretty strong flavored.

Like garlic, the fragrance of 
ramp lingers on your body and 
breath for a day or more after eat-
ing them. If you enjoy eating ramps 
in quantity, it might be a good idea 
to self-isolate from others who are 
not fond of the characteristic odor 
you will emit! 

I recall a rather uncomfortable 
two-hour drive in the cab of a pick-
up truck with a guy who consumed 
lots or ramps the previous day. 

Ramps have been seriously 
overharvested in many places in 
our region and entire patches have 
been wiped out as a result. There is 
really no need to allow this prac-
tice to continue because you can 
harvest one or two of the leaves, 
leaving the bulb intact, and they 
will regrow the following spring. 

The bulbs do transplant easily 
as well and can be tucked into a 
shady, moist perennial bed for your 
own use. The leaves taste exactly 
like the bulbs but are perhaps a bit 
more pungent. 

I have a few ramp recipes that 
I enjoy. My favorite is ramp butter, 

which is easily made by process-
ing the leaves and mixing with soft 
butter. You can also flavor olive oil 
with them, or make ramp salt by 
drying the leaves completely and 
mixing the finely ground powder 
with table salt. The bulbs are also 
sometimes pickled, but for con-
servation purposes, I would sug-
gest you only harvest some of the 
leaves. 

Apparently, Chicago was 
named after ramps, which comes 
from the Algonquin word “shi-
kaakwa,” meaning “striped skunk” 
or “onion.” According to early 
explorers, the lakes and streams 
around Chicago were full of wild 
onions and ramps. 

The first known reference to 
Chicago is from the explorer Rob-
ert de LaSalle. In his journal from 
September 1687, he writes: “We 
arrived at the said place called 
‘Chicagou,’ which, according to 
what we were able to learn of it, 
has taken this name because of the 
quantity of garlic which grows in 
the forests in this region.” 

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@
cornell.edu.

Ramps

By Dick Brooks
For Capital Region Independent Media

I have found that the older I get, the higher 
bathrooms go on my priority list.  

When I was a mere lad, bathrooms were 
not held in high esteem. For a small male 
child, cleanliness was next to impossible and 
not a realistic goal to pursue. Bathing was 
something to be done seasonally or hopefully 
not at all. I could see no sense in wetting body 
parts that weren’t going to be seen by the gen-
eral public anyway.  

There is no one of the male persuasion 
who has not tried wetting his hair under the 
faucet and trying to make She Who Must Be 
Obeyed believe that it was a full-body dunk. 
Bathrooms weren’t necessary, there was the 
creek to soak in and the swamp to slosh in. 
Occasional rainstorms also helped keep body 
dust down.

Farm boys didn’t run to the house when 
nature called, not with acres of bushes to hide 
behind. I remember reading in third grade 

about how pumas and wolves and other cool 
animals marked their territory. The dominant 
male marked the boundaries of his territory 
with urine. It took me 30 gallons of cherry 
Kool-Aid and about two weeks to sprinkle 
our 40 acres, making me the dominant 9-year-
old in the neighborhood.  

There were urination games of distance, 
handwriting and accuracy that we played in 
the great outdoors, which Mother would nev-
er have allowed in the bathroom. One in par-
ticular I remember involved betting my little 
brother he couldn’t hit the wire of our neigh-
bor’s electric fence. He did — with spectac-
ular results! He did grow up to father several 
normal children, so it couldn’t have been as 
bad as he let on.

Then girls happened and the bathroom be-
came a haven filled with Lifebouy soap and 
Old Spice aftershave. I became a good-smell-
ing prune and the hot water heater died of ex-
haustion. The bathroom became my own teen 
apartment, the only private space available in 
a household of six.

As an adult, bathrooms have become 
more important. The call of nature becomes 
a scream as you age, something you don’t 
ignore.  

I now know where there are bathrooms in 
places I would never have looked for them as 
a youth.  Supermarkets have them, libraries 
have them, parks have them. Porta-potties can 
be found if you know where to look.  

If you need a bathroom, ask an old per-
son, they’ll know. I can proudly say I know 
the location of all the bathrooms in a 30-mile 
radius.  

I have always referred to restrooms, men’s 
rooms, johns, WCs, etc. as bathrooms. I re-
member my oldest son laughing at this once 
and saying, “Dad, you don’t go to a restroom 
to take a bath!” I answered by telling him I 
didn’t visit one to rest either.

My boys are grown and gone. I under-
stood them, having been one myself. I now 
live with my wife. I do get to the bathroom 
during my scheduled time, which is from 
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. on alternate Wednesdays.

Our bathroom has changed. The soap in 
the shower has been replaced by row upon 
row of bottles and jars. Really, the soap’s still 
there, it’s just hard to find. On occasion, when 
I couldn’t locate the soap, I have used some 
of the stuff in the bottles and jars. On these 
occasions I have emerged from the bath-
room smelling much better than I have any 
right to. Sometimes an aroma of ginger or 
tropical flowers or exotic Middle Eastern oils 
lingers in my path, resulting in strange looks 
from some of my male friends or in knowing 
smiles from my friends with teen daughters 
and wives.  

There, I’m glad I finally got to write about 
bathrooms. It needed to be done and I did it. 
I guess you could say I’m flushed with pride!

Thought for the week — “A bank is a 
place that will lend you money if you can 
prove that you don’t need it.” — Bob Hope

Until next week, may you and yours be 
happy and well. 

Reach Dick Brooks at whittle12124@ya-
hoo.com.

Potty talk
WHITTLING AWAY by Dick Brooks

By Toby Moore
For Capital Region Independent Media

When you’re on a mission to 
accomplish your dream, you’ll sail 
through vicious storms. Waves will 
be high, and winds strong. When 
this happens, you must endure with 
a positive attitude.

Ernest Shackleton, a born ad-
venturer, tried three times to get to 
the South Pole. He failed twice, but 
Shackleton was optimistic to the 
core. His third journey was legend-
ary. 

We can learn much from study-
ing Ernest Shackleton’s third trip to 
Antarctica.

In 1914, Shackleton left England 
with 27 men, bound for the South 
Pole aboard his ship “Endurance.” 
They were aware they might never 
return, but Shackleton’s enthusiasm 
was so powerful they couldn’t help 
but believe in their success. 

They began their approach to 
Antarctica in dangerous waters. 
Whalers warned them not to pro-
ceed, but Shackleton staked every-

thing on this mission; it was his last 
chance to achieve his dream. 

They had to navigate through 
1,000 miles of thick ice fields. After 
six weeks, they were only one day 
away from Antarctica. 

Suddenly, the sea froze around 
them; they could not move in any 
direction. The crew was troubled, 
but this is when Shackleton showed 
his greatness. He didn’t show the 
slightest sign of disappointment. 
He calmly told them they must stay 
for the winter, never losing his op-
timism. 

“Difficulties are just things to 
overcome,” Shackleton said.

After 10 months, their ship sank. 
They were now living on shifting 
ice, with a fraction of their supplies 
and three lifeboats. 

Forces beyond your control will 
try to shatter your determination. 
You must stay optimistic.

Shackleton recognized he 
wouldn’t accomplish his dream. He 
changed his plan to achieve some-
thing more purposeful, to bring all 

his men home alive. 
If you must retreat from your 

dream, you can transform it into 
something more meaningful. 

Melting ice eventually forced 
them into their boats. Searching for 
a distant island and altering course 
for another, morale was low, and 
death seemed inevitable. One sailor 
marveled, “Shackleton never ap-
pears to be anything but the acme 
of good humor and hopefulness; he 
is one of the greatest optimists liv-
ing!” 

Some thought he was foolish, a 
blind optimist who falsely thought 
everything would be alright. Shack-
leton maintained his faith even 
when fiercely preventing a mutiny 
with his revolver.

At night they slept on icebergs. 
One night the ice split open and a 
man fell in; risking his life, Shackle-
ton was quick to pull him back.

They suffered constant storms, 
frostbite, frozen clothing, little food 
and killer whales. The men broke 
down and wept, only able to con-

tinue because of Shackleton’s sheer 
will. He never said a negative word; 
he always maintained every one of 
them would reach safety! 

Eventually, they found their is-
land. The island had no supplies; 
there was no chance of rescue. Un-
daunted, Shackleton chose six men 
and set out for help 800 miles away 
through the world’s roughest ocean, 
promising to come back and rescue 
the rest.

Soon the water was pouring 
into their boat. Around the clock, 
they bailed out water and worked 
the sails. Wave after wave almost 
flipped them into the icy waters. 
When all seemed lost, Shackleton 
demanded they be cheerful. Often, 
they whistled and sang songs in de-
fiance of the terrible conditions.

Miraculously they made it 
through 17 days of violent storms 
to land on the wrong side of the 
island. Knowing they couldn’t sur-
vive another day on the water, and 
with three of his men almost dead, 
he hatched a plan to climb through 

the icy mountains 22 miles to the 
other side.

They didn’t have the proper 
equipment and twisted screws from 
their boat into the bottom of their 
shoes for traction. They went into 
the mountains, walking through ice 
fields, jumping crevasses 50 feet 
deep as they made their way. One 
slip would end them. Through it all, 
they never said one negative word, 
never one complaint. Thirty-six 
hours later, they reached a whaling 
station. Shackleton was true to his 
word. He went back and rescued 
every man.

Like Shackleton, when you find 
yourself in desperate circumstanc-
es, keep an attitude of optimism, 
knowing you’ll come out on the 
other side better than before. Any 
negative thought, word or action 
could make the difference between 
life or death.

Toby Moore is a columnist, the 
star of Emmy-nominated “A Sepa-
rate Peace,” and the CEO of Cube-
stream Inc.

Stormy waters on the way to success
Positively Speaking

By Mary Schoepe
For Capital Region Independent Media

Do you constantly think about 
food? Have you ever wanted to stop 
eating and found you couldn’t? Do 
you eat even if you’re not hungry 
and then feel guilty afterwards? Do 
you eat differently in front of others 
than you do when you’re alone? If 
you answered “yes” to one of these 
questions, you might be dealing 
with a food addiction.

Food addiction is a highly con-
troversial topic that is gaining an 
enormous amount of scientific, 
media and public attention. De-
scribed as “a cluster of chemical 
dependencies on highly palatable 
foods” (salt, sugar, fat and artificial 

sweeteners), these foods trigger the 
pleasure centers of the brain and 
release the “feel-good” chemicals 
dopamine and serotonin. 

Discovered by food scientist 
Howard Moskowitz, this chemical 
response is known as the “bliss” 
point. The bliss point is the point 
at which taste is optimized for any 
given food product to get custom-
ers to crave the product. 

And food manufacturers spend 
millions trying to find that irre-
sistible ratio of sugar, salt and fat 
so you have to eat more to get the 
same dopamine rush, which is why 
“you can’t eat just one.”  

However, according to The 
Food Addiction Institute, it is pos-
sible to overcome food addiction 

by eliminating alcohol and caf-
feine, exercising, practicing mind-
ful eating and drinking more water.

Alcohol releases endorphins, 
which make us happy and give us 
feelings of pleasure. It also lowers 
inhibitions, which usually results 
in making poor food choices such 
as pizza, French fries or barbecued 
wings. 

Another culprit is caffeine. If 
you’re frequently tempted to buy 
a treat from the pastry case, there’s 
a good reason, and it’s not lack of 
willpower. According to numerous 
studies, caffeine can affect the way 
you perceive sweetness and may 
also make your cravings for sugar 
even stronger.

But you can slowly turn things 

around without depriving yourself 
by adjusting your taste buds. Here’s 
a little trick I use with my clients 
that restores your sensitivity to fla-
vors. For instance, if sugar is your 
downfall, keep cookies in your 
diet, but when picking prepared 
foods that aren’t supposed to be 
sweet — such as pasta sauce, bread 
and chips — look for ones without 
added sweeteners. Check ingre-
dient labels for all the names that 
sugar goes by including fructose, 
dextrose and corn syrup.

You can also reduce or ideal-
ly eliminate alcohol and caffeine, 
both of which affect blood sugar 
levels. It’s a proven fact that when 
blood sugar levels are stable, it’s 
less likely that you will crave high 

sugar foods. 
If you feel a sudden urge for a 

specific food, drinking a large glass 
of sparkling water or regular water 
with lemon can help until the crav-
ing fades away. Most of the time a 
craving is a signal that your body is 
dehydrated. 

And finally, you must move. 
Research shows exercise increases 
your dopamine levels and increases 
the number of dopamine receptors 
in the brain without the extra cal-
ories.

There are plenty of 12-step sup-
port groups online that offer much 
needed support to individuals seek-
ing to heal from addiction to food.   

Bet you can’t eat just one 
Fitness Concepts



The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  May 20, 2022                                                                                         11

Transcribed from her diary by 
Kathy Saurer Osborne

Sunday, May 20: Fair. Got dinner ready 
and Joyce, Adrienne and I went to Church. 
Rested until about 4 and then went to Delite’s. 
Helped with eggs and supper and came home. 
Chuck called while we were gone!

Monday, May 21: Fog A.M. Clear P.M. 
Put out wash and it dried nicely. Took Joyce 
to Greenville. Did mending for Delite. Got it 
all done. Have 2-3 orders for my Plastic Party 
tomorrow. Don here for dinner. Adele back 
from her weekend. She and Eleanor had a 
nice time. (HA, SG)

Tuesday, May 22: Fair and warm. Made 
three lemon pies. Cleaned and dusted a little. 
Had only seven at the Plastic Party. Grace 
Beulah, Lite, Minnie and Tiny Gertrude and 
I and Mrs. Halsted. Had a nice time anyway. 
Children are at Morse’s at the Youth Fellow-
ship (Don had to go for them). Addie called. 
Ada didn’t come or Pearl Abrams and the 
Losee’s didn’t come and they (the Losee’s) 

asked to be invited.
Wednesday, May 23: Cloudy. Ironed and 

did a few odd jobs.
Thursday, May 24: Fair. Cleaned bed-

rooms and got meals, etc. Very bad day! Don 
forgot the kids at the ballgame and came on 
home and had to go to Hudson, so I went for 
them in the Chev. Adrienne, Adele, Janet, El-
eanor Tanner, Eddie G., Allyn and I.

Friday, May 25: Took Gert to Lewis! 
Went on to Herman’s. Bad bearing in the 
back wheel. Cleaned living rooms, dusted 
etc. Made pie and shell in P.M. Joyce came 
to Stanton’s and Don got her. He’s at Von El-
len’s putting together her washing machine. 
Kelly called today and told me he had a cold. 
Mother’s place to Wm. Campbell’s. They are 
fi xing it all up!

Saturday, May 26: Fair and hot. Went 
to Berniece’s (East Durham) and Joyce and 
I got permanents. Very warm. Gene De-
los and Joyce have gone to the races. Addie 
brought herrings this A.M. Twelve of them, 
all cleaned! Joyce goes to Betty Donovan’s 

wedding tomorrow.
Sunday, May 27: Cloudy rain. I went to 

Church. Don took Joyce in to the wedding 
(Betty’s) Eleanor Tanner here. Addie and I 
went riding with Mr. and Mrs. Rarick to Blen-
heim. Delite here while I was away. Don and 
Gert at Frank F.’s fi xing wires (electric). Girls 
at Cairo for frozen custard with H. Waldron. 
(HB, DSO)

Monday, May 28: Cloudy. Got the wash-
ing dry. Did some hand washing and ironing 
and mending. ‘Lite, Philip and JoAnn here in 
the evening. Took a wreath over to the cem-
etery and went on to Franklinton for cream. 
Had a nice time. Phoned Joyce, she might not 
be able to come out with Gedney. Maybe she 
could come with Stanton? 

Tuesday, May 29: Rainy. Thunder tonight. 
Did ironing and everyday work. Had col-
lect call from Joyce. She’s coming out with 
Stanton. Gene in and out. She’s not working 
today. Don brought Joyce home. We are all 
watching TV tonight, also Janet and Allyn.

Wednesday, May 30: Fair. Showers in 

P.M. Did everyday work. Had dinner and 
went to the races. Before the fi rst race was 
fi nished it rained and I got quite wet. Got our 
money back and came home. It rained again 
in the evening. Thunder and lightning. Eyard 
Chas. and Maixene fought. Heavyweight. 
Charles won. Joyce had a ‘phone from Chuck 
1:40 A.M. He’s homesick. Doesn’t like Vir-
ginia Beach.

Thursday, May 31: Fair. Took Joyce to 
Greenville. Cleaned bedrooms, etc. Children 
at school. Addie and I went to Schoharie and 
put the wreath on Mother and Dad’s grave. 
Went on to Delite’s a few minutes. They are 
all right.

Friday, June 1: Showers. Cleaned and 
dusted living rooms and dusted. Joyce came 
with Don. I went down and played for the 
dance. They made $18. Home about 1 A.M.

Saturday, June 2: Cloudy. Made pie and 
two shells. P.M. called on Florence Alger 
at Eva May Roney’s. Had such a nice time. 
Went on to the store for groceries.

Grandma Mackey’s Diary
1951 life in Medusa

The New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation announced 
the 2022 Catskills Fire Tower Challenge, 
designed to highlight tourism destinations 
and recreational opportunities in New 
York’s Hudson Valley. 

Starting Jan. 1, visitors have been chal-
lenged to hike each of the six fi re towers 
in Catskill Park and submit information 
about their visit at any time during the year 
to earn recognition and prizes.

The 2022 Catskills Fire Tower Chal-
lenge encourages experienced hikers to 

visit the region’s fi ve historic fi re towers 
located on Balsam Lake Mountain (Hard-
enburgh), Hunter Mountain (Hunter), 
Overlook Mountain (Woodstock), Red Hill 
Mountain (Denning) and Tremper Moun-
tain (Shandaken), as well as a new sixth 
fi re tower that was opened in the Catskills 
in the fall of 2019. 

The Upper Esopus Fire Tower is located 
at the Congressman Maurice D. Hinchey 
Catskills Visitor Center in Mt. Tremper 
and allows all visitors who may not other-
wise be able to undertake the challenging 

hike of several miles to experience a fi re 
tower on the high peaks in the Catskills.

To participate in the challenge, hikers 
must hike to all six DEC-owned fi re towers 
in the Catskills between Jan. 1, and Dec. 
31, 2022. Once completed, participants 
submit a log of their completed hikes along 
with a favorite photo to the Challenge 
email address: CatskillsChallenge@dec.
ny.gov or via mail. Entries must be post-
marked by Jan. 7, 2023. 

Participants that complete the challenge 
will receive a letter, commemorative 2022 

Catskills Fire Tower Challenge patch, and 
a one-year subscription to DEC’s Conser-
vationist magazine, currently celebrating 
its 75th year in circulation. 

Upon completion, fi nishers will also be 
able to download a customizable certifi cate 
and will be eligible to win hiking accesso-
ries after the challenge period is closed.

For more information visit the Catskill 
Fire Tower Challenge webpage at dec.
ny.gov.

2022 Catskills Fire Tower Challenge

Deep Steam Extraction
For your carpets, upholstery, 

vehicle, & office!

518.756.2669
Raymond Magee - Owner

Brightway 
Cleaning Service

Call Today 518.528.0144
challacombeconstruction@gmail.com

Challacombe Spray Foam

www.ChallacombeConstruction.com

Providing Kitchen and Bathroom 
Remodels and Spray Foam Applications
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Many people, both men and 
women, kept diaries in the past. 
I have a small collection of local 
diaries and would love to have 
more because they illustrate the 
daily lives people were leading 
and what and who was import-
ant to them. Most people started 
diary keeping on January 1 of 
a given year. While they may 
not have continued recording 
until the end of the year, the di-
aries usually tell what their au-
thors were doing on New Year’s 
Day. Since this edition of “The 
Greenville Pioneer” is coming 
out on January 1, I thought I 
would share with you how some 
people spent that day in the past. 
I don’t even know the names of 
all those who kept the diaries. 
Often, they didn’t put their 
names in the books. Perhaps you 
can guess who the authors might 
have been. If you do fi nd a clue, 
please let me know.

 Helen Tripp was one of the 
daughters of Alfred and Maria 
Utter Tripp. She was born Jan-
uary 26,1853, and she lived un-
til January 27, 1917. She lived 
in the brick house on the main 
street of Oak Hill with her fam-
ily. On January 1, 1874, she 
started a diary: 

Thursday, Weather very 
pleasant. I worked around the 
house until noon. In the after-
noon sewed on my dress. Did 
not go anywhere nor was there 
any one in here till evening. Mrs. 
Eliza Flower called. Received a 
letter from Libbie Russell.

Friday, January 2: Weather 
very pleasant, thawed all day. 
I sewed on my dress nearly all 
day. Aunt Mary Utter and Jim-
mie came down this evening to 
go to the donation. [I can imag-
ine what the donation was, but 
can anyone share more informa-
tion?] Aunt Mary invited us to 
go with her. The coal fi re went 
out last night. I had to make it 
up this morning. Aunt Mary had 
a very nice time; they cleared 
$104.

Saturday, January.3: Weath-
er very pleasant; thawed all day 
again today. I had to make the 
coal fi re again today. Father, 
Mother, Hattie and Carrie [her 
two youngest sisters] went over 
to Uncle Briggs today. [Uncle 
Briggs was a Tripp and lived in 
Medusa or Westerlo]. I fi nished 
my dress, all but the buttons and 
pockets.

Sunday, January 4:  Weather 
very nice and pleasant. Went to 
Durham to church this morn-
ing. Did not get back in time 
for Sunday School. Did not go 
to church this afternoon. [The 
Tripps lived next to the Oak Hill 
Methodist Church and were al-
ways very involved there.]  Or-
ville preached. I wrote a letter 
to Libbie Russell this evening. 
Did not go to church. [It sounds 
like there were opportunities to 
spend the whole day and eve-
ning at church.]

Chauncey B Day from Al-
cove recorded on January 
1,1887: Thurs. Went to Al-
cove—got 3 gal. kerosene.

The diary of another anon-
ymous person recorded: Jan 1, 
1888 Rained all day. Hugh here 
in evening. 

A. M. Cowles recorded in 
his diary: January 1, 1898: The 
snow that fell yesterday has 
been piled in heaps last night 
and the wind is still blowing. 
I could not get home last night 
for the snow was drifted.  Mr. 
Whitehead and myself played 5 
games of dominoes this morn-
ing.  In the evening played with 
Mr. Mackey. Mr. Cook and 
brother drove them to the house 
to break out the roads.

Jan. 1, 1918:  A diary from 
the Wade family recorded: Mary 
is with us. We stay in all day. 
Big Fire in Catskill 2:20 a.m.

Mrs. Mary D. Mattice from 
Catskill wrote: Wednesday, Jan 
1,1919: We stayed home. Made 
head cheese and hockeye [a pig 
product].

For years many Oak Hill and 
Vicinity families have gone to 
Florida in the winter; the Tripps, 
the Fords, and the Wades all had 
houses in the Bradenton area. 
For these folks, the New Year 
was a time to go south. A series 
of diaries written by the Wade 
family give an idea of what the 
New York folks did in Florida:

Gainesville Fla Jan 1, 1925. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bates, Nelson and 
I ate our New Year’s dinner to-
gether outside our tents plac-
ing our tables together. (Menu:  
fricasseed chicken, sweet and 
white potatoes, cucumber pick-
les, chili sauce, creamed onions, 
green peas, sweet corn, celery, 
cranberries sauce.  Coffee Lem-
on pies.) The men washed the 
dishes for us. Mrs. Bates and 
I called on Mrs. Harder from 
Hudson on this camp.

Jan 1, 1928: Spend the day a 
home. Bates are away the week 
end. Mr. and Mrs. Lasher called 
this afternoon. We spend our 
spare time writing letters. Nel-
son goes to church.

Deland Fla:  Jan 1, 1930 A 
very lovely day. Need no fi re. 
Wash this am; take a nap this af-
ternoon. And go with the Lash-
ers to see the Glorifi ed Ameri-
can Girl.

1934:  Deland, Fla. We go out 
for dinner and go to the movies 
in afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. Kipp 
from Orange City call in the 
evening. Tooldie seems some 
better today. 80 in the shade.

Jan 1, 1935: A lovely day. 
We call on Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
and the Hacks. Have our din-
ner at home. Spend our evening 
with Mr. and Mrs. Luke

Jan 2.  Three callers. Nice 
day. Our anniversary. Hacks for 
the evening.

Jan. 1, 1938: A lovely day. 

Had dinner at home. Junior with 
us. There was a dinner at the CC 
[country club?] Building for the 
Tourists but we did not go. The 
holidays passed off very pleas-
antly. Thunder showers later 
evening.

Jan 1, 1939:  callers this af-
ternoon.

Jan 2 this is our 56th wedding 
anniversary. Quite a change be-
tween then and now

Jan 1, 1940:  Mr. and Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Lasher, Nelson 
and I had our dinner at the Tour-
ist Club Rooms. A very nice 
turkey dinner gotten on purpose 
for the club about 230 were 
there.  Price 80 cents. The busi-
ness meeting at 7:00, then an 
entertainment and refreshments 
and card playing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howards came this afternoon. 

You can see the New York 
folks had a wide circle of 
friends, lots of activities, and 
warm weather. Some of them 
stayed a few months and then 
returned north. Others made 
Florida their permanent home. 

Another diary which has 
no name identifying its owner, 
written in an O-K Seal Theme 
Tablet is one of my favorites. It 
is titled “My Diary for 1936.”

Wed. Jan 1 --1936:  Geils, 
John and I were to Flossies & 
Harris. A beautiful day. Came 
back and stopped at Golda’s, 
they were sawing ice.

Thurs. Jan 2. John went on 
the road I did chores, washed, 
another lovely day starting to 
rain at night. Reggie Fowler 
broke his leg at Newells.

Friday, Jan 3. Johns home, it 
rained all day. John went with 
Floyd Nickerson after hay.  I 
went to Helens.

Saturday Jan 4:  Lovely 
day just like spring. Helen and 
I went to Middleburg got our 
money from Clarence, came 
back by way of Potter Hollow. 
Stopped at Ethel Bates got home 
about 4 oclock had a hay ride 
through the woods.

Sunday Jan 5: Just a perfect 
day Very icy rained last night.  
John walked to Elmers. Geil, 
K.O. and Cecile was down after 
milk.

Mary Wade, wife of Leslie 
Wade, lived in the Green Re-
vival house in Oak Hill. She 
became the Durham Town Clerk 
January 1, 1946 and record-
ed in her diary: We have Town 
Clerk’s offi ce and had the safe 
etc. moved to our house.  Wrote 
a few licenses.  Stayed home for 
New Year’s Day.

Jan. 2:  got desk ready for 
Town Papers, etc.  Had to get 
new battery for car. Pop [Leslie] 
got all the Town Clerk material 
in order for me. Not much busi-
ness yet. 

Brooks Atkinson, the dra-

ma critic for the “New York 
Times,” and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author who had a house in 
Durham on the Susquehanna 
Turnpike for many years, pub-
lished a book in 1951 called 
“Once Around the Sun.” It is 
presented in diary form in that 
there is an essay for every day 
of the year. 

Some essays describe local 
residents, but today I want to 
share his philosophical com-
ments on January 1, 1951. He 
was in New York City that day. 
His musings seem relevant for 
today: “New Year’s Day. The 
new year comes in with a sting. 
New York is alarmed. Rain fall-
ing at a freezing temperature 
has covered the sidewalks with 
a hard glaze. Speaking over the 
city radio the mayor personally 
warns motorists to keep off the 
icy streets. The Weather Bu-
reau forecasts a heavy snow-
storm tonight. At the moment, 
the year looks bright…. we are 
warm and we begin the new 
year triumphantly. The worst 
can happen; occasionally it 
does. Not many of us in Ameri-
ca are prepared for it, for we do 
not believe it in our bones. We 
cheerfully assume that in some 
mystic way love conquers all, 
the good outweighs evil in the 
just balances of the universe and 
that at the eleventh hour some-
thing gloriously triumphant 
will prevent the worst before 
it happens. In the austere light 
of the world’s experience our 
optimism is naïve. When wars 
and depressions strike us down, 
we are shocked, incredulous, 
and unprepared. But cautious 
calculations bore us; they have 
such a dismal appearance and 
sound. To Americans optimism 
is a more congenial attitude. It 
may be even more than that: it 
may be creative. For all that I 
know at the moment, ‘Happy 
New Year’ may be nothing less 
than prophecy as the world be-
gins one more journey around 
the sun.”

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas 
is the Town of Durham Histori-
an. She lives in Oak Hill, thus 
the name of her column. 

Greenville Auto & Truck Parts 
4979 Route 81, Greenville · 518-966-5344 

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 · Sat 8-5 · Sun 9-2 

OVERBAUGH
DUMPSTERS 

15-Yard Dumpsters Available 
Mark Overbaugh - Greenville 

518-947-9981

Spring Cleaning?? 
Want to Get Rid of Old Metal? 
All Metals Picked up FREE!! 

All appliances - Air Conditioners 
Outdoor Grills - Metal Swimming Pools 

Call Today! 
John at 518-756-3056 

Many people kept diaries in the past

The front of the “Once Around the Sun” dust jacket is typical of illustration in 1951 
when it was published. The book sold for $4.

The dress Helen Tripp wrote about in her diary would likely have been similar to those worn by the Tripp ladies in this picture. 
They prided themselves on their fashionable attire, made mostly at home. At that period of time, the local stores sold yard 
good and notions. Some ladies in town had a dressmaker come to stay for a week or so to make their new gowns.

The Tripps had a house in Bradenton, where the whole family visited.  I U was in 
fact living there when he died, but his body was returned to Oak Hill for burial in 
the Oak Hill Cemetery. They were members of the Bradenton Country Club.

Mary Wade of Oak Hill was one of the many area people who went to Florida each 
winter. Some visited; others retired there. Most people drove from the Catskills to 
Florida, and there are numerous accounts of their trips which took several days 
and possibly car repairs along the way. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The back of the dustjacket of Brooks Atkinson’s book pictures him and tells about 
his many achievements.

Baseball in Oak Hill & Vicinity

By Mary Lou Nahas
For Capital Region Independent 
Media

“There was no question as 
to what the most popular sport 
was [in Oak Hill and Vicinity in 
the early decades of the 1900s]. 
Hands down, it was baseball,” 
wrote Mike Hayes in his book 
“Oak Hill Voices from an Amer-
ican Hamlet.” 

It is widely agreed that by 
the last half of the 19th century, 
baseball had become the nation-
al pastime. The United States 
was a little more than 100 years 
old, and baseball had evolved 
with the country and Oak Hill 
was loving it, too.

I did a little research on the 
history of baseball in gener-
al and found that references to 
baseball date back to the 1700s 
where in England it was refer-
enced in 1744 in the children’s 
book, “A Little Pretty Pock-
et-Book.” It is suggested the 
immigrants brought the game 
with them when they came to 
America. 

During the 1830s and 1840s, 
organized amateur baseball 
grew up in eastern United 
States cities, and the rules and 
innovations made by New York 
City clubs became the basis for 
the modern game, far removed 
from its English ancestor.

The earliest known mention 
of baseball in the United States  
is either a 1786 diary entry by 
a Princeton student, or a 1791 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts, ordi-
nance that barred the playing 
of baseball within 80 yards of 
the town meeting house and its 
glass windows. 

Another early reference re-
ports that baseball was regular-
ly played on Saturdays in 1823 
in what is now Greenwich Vil-
lage in New York City.

The Baseball Hall of Fame 
in Cooperstown describes their 
Doubleday Field as the “wide-
ly recognized…birthplace of 
America’s pastime”. Many do 
not agree with that claim, but 
Abner Doubleday — who was 
born in Ballston Spa and lat-
er went on to be a celebrated 
Army officer and a general for 
the Union during the Civil War 
— was batting around a ball in 
1839 in a cow pasture owned by 
Elihu Phinney, Cooperstown’s 
first print shop owner. 

Doubleday claims he didn’t 
invent baseball, but Abner 
Graves of Denver, Colorado, 
claims he watched firsthand 
while Abner Doubleday helped 
a group of kids in Cooperstown 
from the Otsego Academy and 
the Green’s Select School im-
prove upon their concept of 
“Town Ball.” Some believe 
Graves’ story, and some don’t. 
Either way, visitors have been 
seeing games at the famous 
Doubleday Field in Cooper-
stown since the 10,000-seat 
grandstand was built in 1920 
right on the old cow pasture.

Hayes wrote that “Oak Hill 
had a good team in the ‘30s. 
Originally named the Plow-
boys, they soon became known 
simply as the Oak Hill Baseball 
Team. Although they could play 
well enough, the team that real-
ly drew the crowds and attract-
ed its share of excellent Oak 
Hill players was the neighbor-
ing Preston Hollow Sodbusters.

“Oak Hill’s best players vied 
for a spot on the Sodbusters. 
They attracted huge crowds and 
many Oak Hill residents made 
the seven-mile trip to Preston 
Hollow on Saturday afternoons 
to see the games… They started 
out as a high school team called 
the Arapahos and were formed 
in the early 20th century by 
Willard P. Elsbree, who was se-
nior partner in the Preston Hol-
low general store. After gradu-
ating, the team stayed together 
and eventually took the name 
the Sodbusters.”

Hayes said Bob Dingman 
and Pete Cooke made up the 
heart of the team. Roy Brand-
ow, of Oak Hill, a former catch-
er for a Durham team, could be 
found at most games. He was 
often the umpire. Alfred Bur-
net played for a while and then 
became scorekeeper. Alfred 
Hulbert was an early member 
of the Preston Hollow team. 
The Sodbusters’ first baseman 
was Donald Wade and his older 
brother Leslie played as well. 
Both were Oak Hill men.

As the years rolled by and 
the Sodbusters began to age, 
Pete Cooke helped develop an-
other Oak Hill baseball team. 
For a while they played in a 
field up Schoolhouse Hill Road, 
but later played on land owned 
by Roy Brandow near the creek 

and Eagle Bridge across from 
Howard Poultney’s farm at the 
intersection of county Route 22 
and Clay Hill Road.  

Junior Ives told Hayes, 
“We’d meet at the DeWitt Ho-
tel when we started up in the 
spring. We’d see where we were 
going to play and who we’d 
play. We had a town league, 
we’d play Alcove, Ravena and 
Preston Hollow. They brought 
in the best players from all 
over.”

By the late ‘50s and early 
‘60s, the enthusiasm waned as 
Pete aged and more people be-
gan to stay home to watch base-
ball on television, while some 
Oak Hill men played on teams 
in the Mountain Top League. 
However, about that time Little 
League became active in town; 
these teams played at the site of 
the Old Oak Hill Baseball Dia-
mond.  

Little League managers 
came to the town meeting ask-
ing that the board meet with 
Mrs. Ada Brandow, owner of 
the property who lived just up 
the road and whose late hus-
band Roy had been a commu-
nity benefactor, to propose buy-
ing the property.

When approached, Mrs. 
Brandow agreed to donate 7.53 
acres, which had to be used for 
recreational purposes only for 
20 years. The town accepted the 
deed Oct. 10, 1966. The field 
was to be called Brandow Me-
morial Park. A committee of six 
men and two women was ap-
pointed by the town to plan and 
conduct recreational activities 
for youth there.

By 1983, there was a 
Durham Baseball Commission, 
which opened the season with 
seven teams. Dennis Statham 
was the baseball commissioner. 
It was announced that the com-

mission would be having games 
all summer long with teams in 
the community Youth League. 
Teams were sponsored by local 
businesses such as The Durham 
Auction Barn, the Zoom Flume 
and Becker Electronics.

We are well past the 20-year 
limit, the park is still operat-
ed by the town and provides 
a place for recreation for both 
youth and adults.   

Hugh Elsbree wrote “Twen-
tieth Century Memories of 
Baseball in Preston Hollow,” 
a publication I’ve never been 
able to locate. If anyone knows 
where to find one, please let me 
know.  

The best published account 
of baseball in Oak Hill and Vi-
cinity is that by Hayes, which 
I have referenced. I do, howev-
er, have a number of pictures 
of early teams, which tell their 
own story.

The earliest photo I have is 

of the baseball team the Wade 
brothers played for — they are 
on the first row on the left, first 
two seated. I’m not certain why 
the uniforms have a “G.” There 
was also a Greenville team, 
which the Wades may have 
played for.

The 1956 Oak Hill men’s 
team included Lee Hunt, Herb 
Steifel, Pete Cooke, Gerry 
Beechert, Ed Beechert, Bob 
Cooke, George Ford, Bob 
Dingman, Pete Woodruff, Bill 
Burke, Bob Esposito, Charles 
Alsbury and Bob Ramburg. The 
photo was contributed by Doro-
thy Beechert Jennings.

Today there are youth teams, 
sons of fathers on earlier teams, 
often playing here. Their pic-
tures are posted on Twitter as 
well as in newspapers. I hope 
someone might want to write 
the whole story of the history of 
baseball in our town. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO     
This 1956 photo shared by Dorothy Beechert Jennings shows the local team 
that year.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO     
Anyone recognize these Preston Hollow players?

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO     
Some Oak Hill men had a team in the Mountain Top League.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
This youth team was sponsored by a local business, Becker Electronics.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO     
Wade brothers were early players.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO     
Youth teams were sponsored by various local businesses.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO     
Today the team photos are posted on Twitter.
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about.”
Town Supervisor Paul Macko 

said the town is aware of the im-
portance of the rescue squad and 
appreciates the service it provides 
to the community, but the terms 
of the five-year contract the or-
ganization presented to the town 
late last year were unacceptable.

“Around the holidays they sent 
me a contract with a $141,000 
increase the first year of the con-
tract, and I haven’t heard from 
them since,” Macko said. “That is 
out of the question. In this econ-
omy, with all the inflation and all 
the increased costs — they are at 
about $403,000 [annually] right 
now, so you add $141,000 to that 
and the increase is about 34.9%.”

Macko said the rescue squad 
needs to talk to the town council 
to work out contract terms that 
are agreeable to both sides.

“They have to come in and 
negotiate with us,” Macko said. 
“My door is open. We have plen-
ty of time to put it together. They 
have fallen off the map — they 
don’t even come to the board 
meetings anymore with their 
monthly report. We haven’t seen 
them at a town board meeting, I 

think, since January.”
Negotiations are now in the 

hands of the squad’s attorney and 
the town attorney, Nugent said.

The rescue squad has big ex-
penses they need to cover, Nugent 
said, including the cost of a new 
ambulance facility the group is 
trying to build on a 2-acre prop-
erty on Route 81. The squad cur-
rently works out of a building 
near the firehouse that dates back 
to the 1700s, and keeps its three 
ambulances in three separate 
locations — one inside the fire-
house garage, one under a pop-up 
tent next door, and a third at a site 
in Norton Hill.

That is untenable, Nugent 
said.

“Everything is Band Aids – 
we are patching things together to 
operate,” he said.

As a private entity, it is the 
responsibility of the Greenville 
Rescue Squad to plan for and pay 
for a new building.

Beyond that need, there are 
costly expenses in running an am-
bulance service, he added.

“We budget employee costs, 
equipment facilities, vehicle re-
pairs, replacement of equipment 
as we go throughout the year and 
into the future,” Nugent said. 

“We contract with the town since 
2016, and that contract has yet to 
even cover the payroll expenses. 
The other funds we receive from 
third-party billing [from patients’ 
insurance carriers] is what helps 
us survive.”

The squad is also facing an 
employee shortage and keeping 
up with rising pay to attract new 
EMTs, Nugent said.

“The EMS system across 
the country is stressed,” he said. 
“What we’re concerned about is 
staffing, which is an issue for ev-
erybody. Everybody in the coun-
try is having issues. We ended up 
increasing our pay so that we can 
keep adequate staff and we raised 
that to $18 an hour back in Jan-
uary, I believe, and then all the 
other agencies around us started 
raising theirs to meet us and now 
there’s agencies that are starting 
at $24 an hour.”

Some EMTs are working at 
bigger ambulance companies to 
obtain benefits, and then supple-
menting their income by taking 
on additional hours at smaller 
companies, such as the Green-
ville Rescue Squad, Nugent said. 
It is difficult for smaller squads 
to compete in the job market, he 
said.

Macko said the town council 
would like to come to an agree-
ment and continue the relation-
ship with the squad, but the con-
tract terms currently on the table 
are not acceptable.

“Given the economy and ev-
erything that is going on — we 
are supposed to abide by a 2% tax 
cap — how can I bring forward 
something that is a 34%, 35% 
increase?” Macko said. “It is be-
hooving to us to try to make it as 
affordable as we can.”

The service is “essential” 
and valued, the town supervisor 
said, but if an agreement can’t 
be reached, the town could look 
elsewhere to provide rescue ser-
vices.

“I want to negotiate an agree-
ment, but if we can’t come to an 
agreement with them then there 
is the possibility that we might 
go to Durham or Coxsackie or 
one of them and do a mutual con-
tract with another rescue squad,” 
Macko said. “That isn’t out of the 
question to provide services, but 
the jump from $403,874 for 2022 
to $545,000 in one year — that’s 
a crazy amount.”

“Is it essential? Absolutely, 
and the older your residents get 
the more you need them,” he con-

tinued. “And they do a fabulous 
job — I would be the first one to 
say that. It’s not anything to do 
with the quality of their work, it’s 
just that as chief executive officer 
of the town it’s my responsibility 
to try to do things as affordable 
as we possibly can for the res-
idents and given inflation, fuel 
oil prices, gasoline prices, food 
prices, electric prices — the way 
everything is up — I can’t bring 
forward a 34.9% increase in one 
year. That’s a crazy number.”

Nugent contended the rescue 
squad is “fiscally responsible” 
and the contract presented to the 
town in November is already out-
dated because the squad now has 
to raise its pay scale to retain an 
adequate number of EMTs.

“What we proposed to the 
town back in November, and with 
what has changed since Novem-
ber, we are already in the hole be-
cause we know we need to raise 
our hourly employee rate to keep 
up with the other agencies,” Nu-
gent said.

The current contract between 
the town and the Greenville Res-
cue Squad expires Dec. 31, 2022.

TOWN, from page 1

for a presentation about the his-
toric structure and current efforts 
to revitalize it.

Local historian Audrey 
Matott opened the discussion 
with a historical overview of the 
building now known as Prevost 
Hall.

“At the heart of Greenville are 
two acres of land adorned with 
the Greenville Public Library, 
Prevost Hall, the Scout Building, 
and a pond that not only repre-
sent the town’s iconic landscape, 
but they also anchor the com-
munity to its history and one of 
its founders that instituted that 
land with only two purposes — 
religion and education,” Matott 
said. “Among the three buildings 
there is what is today known as 
Prevost Hall, but for over 200 
years prior it was the Greenville 
Presbyterian Church.”

The church was organized 
on May 19, 1790, and in 1793 
built its first structure northwest 
of Prevost Hall, but that build-
ing was never completed, Matott 
said.

In 1800, Major Augustine 
Prevost gifted two acres of land 
to the town near the intersection 
of Routes 32 and 81 for “reli-
gious and educational use,” and 
that is where the Greenville Pres-
byterian Church was built. The 
church was dedicated on Sept. 
18, 1801, Matott said.

The original church building 
burned down in a January 1859 
fire, and the following year, 
1860, a new church was built — 
and still stands today, she said.

Extensive repairs to the 
church were made throughout 
the 1980s and 1990s, including 
repointing of the foundation, re-
pairing stained glass and restor-
ing the aged building, and the 
steeple was repaired in 1991.

“Almost all of the damage to 
the steeple had been caused by 
years of pigeons nesting in the 
steeple,” Matott said.

With a dwindling congrega-
tion, the town of Greenville pur-
chased the church in December 
2000, for $32,500.

The building was originally 
used by All Arts Matter, a local 
not-for-profit organization that 
promoted the arts, for cultural 
events, including the annual visit 
from Santa Claus during Christ-
mas. 

“All Arts Matter hosted nu-
merous arts, music and lecture 
events for many years until the 
disrepair of the building, particu-
larly the deterioration of the ceil-
ing, made it unsafe for public use 
for an extended period of time,” 
Matott said.

Now, the town and Communi-
ty Partners are working to restore 
the building and put it to work as 
a general-use community center.

But there are more repairs 
to be done, and that is a pricey 
proposition for a two decades’ 
old building.

“Over the past several years, 
Community Partners of Green-
ville has worked to get some 
grants,” Bill Von Atzingen, 
president of Community Part-
ners, said. “We were able to get 
a grant through [former] state 
Sen. George Amedore to give us 
$50,000 to replace some of the 
stained-glass windows and do 
repair work on stabilization of 
the foundation structure. In the 
last year, we worked on putting 
in a public restroom, and we are 

working on stabilizing the bell 
tower, which last year we were 
very fortunate that Flach Con-
struction Company came and 
they removed the bell.”

The group is now looking at 
how Prevost Hall can be used, 
and they are looking for com-
munity input into how residents 
would like to see the building 
used.

“We can open it up for com-
munity use, for lectures, for arts, 
for music,” Von Atzingen said. 
“We do have a summer concert 
series that plays at the gazebo 
and if the weather is too inclem-
ent, then we have the concerts in 
here. We do need a little work 
on our sound system, which is 
non-existent. We are working 
on trying to raise some funds for 
that.”

Repairs are also needed on 
the former church’s dome and 
the weathervane that is at the 
very top of the building, along 
with the bell tower, Von Atzin-
gen said.

“Hopefully we will be able 
to do that over the next several 
months with the help of town 
funding and Community Part-
ners,” he said.

The group has also installed 
an additional exit door so the 
building is up to code, Commu-
nity Partners Co-treasurer Bar-
bara Walter added.

Restoring the building to its 
former glory is important for the 
town, Walter said.

“We think the church is 
very important and Community 
Partners has a good history of 
the important buildings in the 
town,” Walter said. “I personally 
attached myself to this building 
because first of all, I think it is 
really important to maintain the 
building for its historical char-
acter, and I think it is the funda-
mental character of Greenville.”

“Can you imagine driving 
into Greenville and not seeing 
this beautiful building?” she 
added. “I think that is what Com-
munity Partners has done to help 
the town to maintain the building 
and work on the outside to pre-
serve the beauty and the history 
of the building.”

The group is now embark-
ing on the next phase of resto-
ration — ensuring the safety of 
the structure, including the bell 
tower that soars above the town, 
Walter said. The historic bell 
was removed in 2021 because 
the wood holding it up was dete-
riorated, and is now being stored 
at a private property where it is 
being restored. The building had 
other problems, as well.

“That one-ton tower could 
have fallen down on people and 
we had problems with leaks that 
made the ceiling dangerous,” 
Walter said. 

Those problems led to the 
building’s closure for some time, 
but the May 9 meeting of the his-
tory group was one of the first 
programs held inside the struc-
ture in years. Concerts last year 
that were held at the gazebo were 
moved indoors at Prevost Hall 
in inclement weather, but other 
than that, the building has been 
unused for some time.

The stained-glass windows at 
Prevost Hall — which are more 
than 100 years old — have also 
needed work. Five of the eight 
windows were repaired a couple 
of years ago largely paid for by 
the grant obtained through Ame-

dore’s office, and three windows 
remain to be restored. 

Restoring stained glass is 
pricey — the first five windows 
were repaired and re-leaded at a 
cost of roughly $80,000, Walter 
said.

Now, Community Partners is 
looking to the building’s future.

“Community Partners and the 
town want to encourage people 
to think about how they might 
make use of the building for the 
community and for their inter-
ests,” she said. “If we can find 
another group like All Arts Mat-
ter to bring theater to Greenville, 
and once we get some acous-
tics put up in the church — all 

churches have problems with 
acoustics — then it will be much 
better for music groups and the-
ater and that sort of thing.”

To make the space multi-func-
tional, Community Partners 
is planning to remove the old 
wooden pews and replace them 
with movable seating to make 
the room more adaptable for 
multiple uses, Walter said.

This summer, Prevost Hall 
will be used for a new purpose 
— a community art exhibition 
organized by local artist Natalie 
Boburka — and the goal is to 
put the building to use for many 
different kinds of events, Walter 
said.

PREVOST, from page 1

THURSDAY, MAY 26TH • 9:00 AM • FAITH PLAZA
                                                                                                                       2480 RTE 9W, RAVENA, NY 12143

REGISTER NOW AT THEUPSTATER.COM/RSVP-MAY26
OR SCAN THE CODE BELOW USING YOUR SMARTPHONE

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Five of the building’s eight stained-glass windows were re-leaded and 
repaired at a cost of $80,000, largely paid for through grant money. Three 
windows remain to be restored.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The former church’s bell was removed in 2021 for safety reasons. It is now 
being stored on private property and will eventually go on display on the lawn 
outside Prevost Hall.
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 I wanted to thank everyone within the Ravena / Coeymans / 
Selkirk communities for their continued support over the last 
year. It has been difficult at times but we have managed to get 
through it and provide a helpful community service. We are back 
to regular business hours Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm / Sat 10am - 3pm 
/ Closed on Sundays
 Currently, with the volume of bottles and cans we are only 
taking drop offs - bring in your empties, place them in a designated 
area, we take your name and then give you the earliest time 
frame to come back or any time thereafter to collect your money.
Since opening in July 2018, we have helped raise approximately 
$52,500, which is almost 924,000 bottles/cans for 50 different 
organizations which anyone can donate to.
 We look forward to servicing the community in the future. 
If you have any questions regarding operation, donations or 
fundraisers please reach out....

Shane DeCrescenzo

Just Makes Cents
Bottle & Can Redemption Center

518-577-3084
Justmakescents6@gmail.com

2480 US Route 9W, Faith Plaza, Ravena
518-756-9091 • www.HopeFullLifeCenter.org

Helping Harvest
Grocery store for 
families in need!

SNAP, Credit and 
Debit Cards Now Accepted!

OPEN: MON, TUES, 
THURS, SAT 10-2 • WED, FRI 2-6

Building Your Dream Home?

ANNIVERSARY

ANNIVERSARY

Apply online in minutes at nbcoxsackie.com

Serving Greene, Schoharie and Albany Counties
1Pending credit approval. 11% down required. 

Rates and terms may change without notice. NMLS Co ID # 816880

National Bank of Coxsackie can Help
You with a Construction Loan1

•  We’re one of the few lenders that offer it!

•  Only 11% down required with NO PMI

•  Single closing with flexible disbursement schedules

•  No points, application, credit bureau, 
application or inspection fees

•  Competitive rates



The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  May 20, 2022                                                                                         15

“Every town it went through was entitled 
to a certain amount of money — I think it was 
$25,000,” he said. “None of the other towns 
were asking for the money, so we ended up 
getting $150,000 from the Iroquois pipeline.”

The committee also pursued other fund-
raising opportunities, such as establishing an 
Adopt-an-Acre program, which raised about 
$20,000, and an auction held at Vince Anna’s 
Restaurant.

But the proposal to purchase land and 
build a town park was not without its detrac-
tors.

“At that time there was opposition,” Mul-
ligan said. “People were saying, ‘I’ve got a 
park in my backyard, everybody’s got a park 
in their backyard — we all have parks.’”

But that’s not the same thing, Mulligan 
said.

“It’s not something that the community 
owns and has some control over and can have 
big events, like a balloon festival or a Green-
ville Day,” he said.

Some argued the park would draw van-
dals.

“The big argument was that parks get 
vandalized, so it’s going to wind up costing 
the town a lot of money,” Mulligan said. 
“But the idea was that if we could get a lot of 
people involved in the park and building the 
park, it’s going to be theirs — they are going 
to own it, they will feel their ownership and 
that pride, and they will take care of it.”

Former committee member Jackie Mas-
saro said teenagers in the community who 
were charged with vandalism at the park end-
ed up having a complete change of heart.

“There was some vandalism — there 
were three boys from the high school who 
spraypainted there,” Massaro remembered. 
“Someone who was working for the town 
went to the judge and said, would you please 
sentence them to community service. A 
month later, those three boys were talking 
about ‘their’ town park. They took so much 
ownership in it — it was exactly what we 
wanted to see.”

Once the land was purchased in 1992 by 
the town using money the Greenville Citizens 
Park Committee had raised, the next step was 
to actually build a park. 

The town’s fi rst attempt at obtaining a 
state grant was turned down, but on the sec-
ond try the committee was successful.

“The grant was written for $86,000 and 
the way they came up with that number was 
we went to a lot of construction companies in 
the area and asked for bids for what it would 
cost to build a soccer fi eld, a baseball fi eld 
and a parking lot,” Mulligan said. “We came 
up with the fi gure of $160,000 or so based on 
the bids that we got from those construction 
companies.”

But things changed once the group was 
awarded the grant, he said.

“We got the grant, we went back to those 
same companies and all of a sudden the 
cheapest bid that we got was for a million 
dollars,” he said.

So the committee pooled the human re-
sources of the town and everyone from a lo-
cal civil engineer to students picking up rocks 
in the open fi eld went to work. 

“There were hundreds of people involved 
in building the park,” he said. “I remember 
some of the women in the group driving bull-
dozers.”

The state grant was a matching grant, so 
the monetary value of the labor of volunteers 
was tallied to meet the grant requirement to 
match the $86,000, Mulligan said.

One of the key features of Vanderbilt Park 
is its nature trail, and that has a story of its 
own.

“We wanted a nature trail, so we went to 
the Huyck Preserve and asked them for their 
expertise — they came down and blazed a 
trail,” Mulligan said. “Now we have about 
fi ve-and-a-half miles of nature trails, fi elds, 
woods and a thousand feet of creek.”

Thirty years later, Vanderbilt Park is re-
garded by some as the “crown jewel” of 
Greenville, Mulligan said.

Massaro said the park was a cornerstone 
of her children’s youth growing up in Green-
ville.

“My kids grew up and have gone on with 
their lives, but even then it was a real focal 
point for the kids,” Massaro said. “When 
they come home, one of the fi rst things they 
want to do is go to the town park. Even af-
ter they’ve been away for a long time, that 
is one of the fi rst places they want to go to. 
It really did become an important part of this 
community.”

JEWEL, from page 1

Brian Hemlock and John Barr of TCI NY join RCS High School 
students on their annual field trip to the “Trail of the Fallen” to 
honor those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice for our nation. 
Located near West Point the students participated in a day-
long team-building exercise with military staff. TCI sponsored 
part of the trip. There is an ever-expanding mound of stones, 
benches, and painted rocks placed in memorial to the lives lost 
during military conflicts. The students decorated four rocks of 
their own and took turns carrying them up to the memorial.
“It is important that we as a country and a community, remember 
and appreciate all of those who have served in the United 
States Armed Forces,” said Mr. Hemlock. “We have both active 
and retired military working at TCI.
Over the years, TCI has developed a strong partnership with 
RCS High School awarding scholarships to RCS High School 
Seniors and providing rewarding paid internship opportunities. 
The company now employs several former interns in good 
paying full-time jobs with benefits.
Lisa Patierne, Principal at RCS, said, “Not every student will go 
onto college. TCI provides students with paid worked based 
learning opportunities that can lead to a promising career.”
“This private-public partnership between TCI and RCS is a 
perfect example of career exploration and readiness that is 
paramount to developing a skilled workforce” states Brian 
Williams, Executive Director of the Capital Region Workforce 
Development Board.
To apply for a job at TCI, please call John Barr at 518-756- 9997. 
For more information, please visit our website at www.tci-ny.com.

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL HOME FOR 60 YEARS!

741 DELAWARE AVENUE, DELMAR, NY 12054

(518) 439-5560
WWW.MEYERSFUNERALHOME.COM

A family owned funeral home, started in 1968 by 
Ben Meyers of Alcove. In recent years taken over by 

his son, Stephen; who lives in Ravena. 

For personal service, flexibility and cost savings on 
your cremation and burial needs. Just 13 miles from 
downtown Ravena. I know people do not like to talk 
to the tax man or funeral director, but if I can be of 

any help at the time of need, please feel free to call.  

Stephen Meyers - Where the name on the sign out 
front matches the guy you talk to.

Burials starting at $2,835
Cremations starting at $995

Make a Bold Statement

Add beauty and value to your outdoor 
space with maintenance-free 

Cultured Stone® veneers. 

For over 50 years, Cultured Stone® has been the 
preferred stone veneer manufacturer among those 

who value aesthetic, efficiency, and precision. 

Visit GNHlumber.com to learn more.

Greenville  |  Windham  |  Latham

Seasonal 
Full & Part-Time Housekeeping

Pine Lake Manor
An All Inclusive Family Vacation Resort

WE’RE HIRING AT

WWW.PINELAKEMANOR.COM

Please Call 518-966-5745
Come Join the Family!!
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ALBANY — New York State 
Department of Environmental Con-
servation (DEC) Commissioner 
Basil Seggos recently announced 
$2 million in new grant funding 
is now available to municipalities 
statewide to help establish or ex-
pand food scrap recycling programs 
and facilities.

The fi rst $1 million in grants 
will prioritize eligible projects that 
dedicate at least half of the fund-
ing to serving Environmental Jus-
tice communities to ensure these 
communities disproportionately 
overburdened by environmental 
pollution are able to participate in 
the initiative’s climate and waste-re-
duction benefi ts.

“Food scrap recycling infra-
structure is critical to achieve New 
York’s waste diversion goals and 
these grants help ensure equitable 
access to this new funding oppor-
tunity,” Seggos said. “Composting 
can help protect our shared envi-

ronment by diverting food waste 
to help reduce our dependence on 
landfi lls, protect the planet from 
harmful methane emissions, and 
recycle organic nutrients back into 
the soil to grow healthy food. In 
addition, successful programs like 
the Food Donation and Food Waste 
Scraps Recycling Law support the 
state’s efforts under Gov. Kathy 
Hochul’s leadership to reduce waste 
and climate-altering emissions 
while getting hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds of quality food to 
New Yorkers in need.”

Seggos celebrated the an-
nouncement at an event at the Ra-
dix Ecological Sustainability Cen-
ter in the city of Albany with Mayor 
Kathy Sheehan, recognizing the 
city’s food scraps drop-off location 
and compost education program. 

The city received a $225,000 
Food Waste Reduction grant from 
DEC in 2019 and is putting it to 
work in the community.

“I want to thank Gov. Hochul 
and Commissioner Seggos for in-
vesting in food scrap recycling 
programs and facilities on a local 
level,” Sheehan said. “Funding 
waste diversion programs in an 
equitable way allows for increased 
participation in sustainable prac-
tices and provides nourishment to 
those with food insecurities. The 
benefi ts to our environment include 
reducing dependence on landfi lls 
and combustors and helping lower 
climate-altering emissions while 
producing valuable, nutrient-rich 
compost that improves soil health 
and water quality. New Yorkers are 
national leaders when it comes to 
sustainability, and effectively man-
aging and recycling the waste we 
generate is in line with that prece-
dent. What a wonderful way to rec-
ognize Compost Awareness Week 
here in Albany and across the state.”

Recycling food scraps, grass, 
leaves, yard clippings and other 

organic materials through compost-
ing helps to lower climate-altering 
emissions from landfi lls and com-
bustors, while producing valuable, 
nutrient-rich compost that improves 
soil health and water quality. 

Diverting organics from land-
fi lls is a component of the Draft 
Scoping Plan to implement New 
York’s ambitious Climate Lead-
ership and Community Protection 
Act. 

The food scraps and compost 
initiatives targeted for funding in 
this round of DEC grants are among 
efforts New York state is undertak-
ing to promote both increased food 
donation and food scraps recycling. 
Earlier this year, the state imple-
mented the New York State Food 
Donation and Food Scraps Recy-
cling Law, which requires business-
es and institutions that generate an 
annual average of two tons of wast-
ed food per week or more to donate 
excess edible food and recycle all 

remaining food scraps if they are 
within 25 miles of an organics re-
cycler. 

Approximately 1,150 business-
es across the state are required to 
donate, with 320 businesses also re-
quired to recycle their food scraps. 
DEC partnered with Feeding New 
York State, the food bank associa-
tion of New York state, to provide 
assistance to businesses to help set 
up or enhance food donation pro-
grams. In the last six months since 
the partnership got underway, more 
than 440,000 pounds of edible food 
was donated to food banks and pro-
vided directly to people in need.

To qualify for the municipal 
food scrap recycling grants, munic-
ipalities must submit an application 
to DEC. For additional information 
visit DEC’s website at dec.ny.gov.

DEC: $2M in grants available to boost food scraps recycling

CATSKILL — Sailing, for most people, is 
recreation and enjoyment. For Capt. Stefany 
Coulter, founder of the nonprofi t SailHope.
org, it’s so much more. It’s uplifting, empow-
ering and therapeutic, and she has made it her 
mission – successfully – to share that with 
others.

At the helm of a 28-foot sailboat based in 
Catskill, Captain Stefany is gearing up for a 
robust 2022 season, providing day trips on the 
Hudson for paying and nonprofi t clients. It’s 
a continuation and enhancement of a calling 
she has had for nearly a decade.

SailHope was founded as a 501(c)3 in 
2014 by Captain Stefany and her cousin Ra-
chel Knapp, who sought to help others enjoy 
what they knew were the mental and spiritual 
rewards of sailing. Operating then on Long 
Island Sound, SailHope provided experience 
and instruction in sailing, as well as guidance, 
for women going through diffi cult times. In 
one trip after another, clients gained badly 
needed renewal of perspective, purpose and 
vitality, as well guidance in opening doors to 
employment opportunities in the maritime in-
dustry.

“In a spiritual, non-denominational way, 
it’s empowering,” she said. “Beginning 
around age 30, I realized that sailing was the 
perfect form of meditation for me, and a super 
esteem-builder.”

Since relocating to the Hudson Valley, 
Captain Stefany has retooled and refi ned Sail-
Hope, which is centered on the 28-foot sloop 
Le Reve (“The Dream”). 

Like two predecessor boats, Le Reve was 
thoroughly and lovingly refi tted by Captain 
Stefany, along with Rachel and other family 
and friends. The experience of restoring and 
repurposing sailboats did as much as sailing 
itself to convince her that she could “reach 
those who are facing personal, fi nancial or 
emotional discouragement, stress and strug-
gles, and bring them new joy and hope.”

Now bouncing back, like many busi-
nesses, from the challenges posed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, SailHope and Captain 
Stefany have their sights set on a diverse array 
of clients. 

She has worked with the Columbia/
Greene Mental Health Association, and is 
pursuing ties to the Girl Scouts’ mariners pro-
gram and the Fresh Air Fund. 

“You can’t fi nd much fresher air than on 
the water,” she said with a smile.

Ongoing relationships with other local 
organizations are also in the pipeline, while a 

variety of for-profi t clients are expected to fi ll 
out a busy sailing season for SailHope.

“The goal is to have 50% of trips donated, 
supported by patrons,” Captain Stefany said. 
“Paid trips help to cover the cost of non-paid.” 

She pointed out, for example, that many 
clients drive up from New York City for a 
weekend or longer, renting one of the many 
Airbnbs lining the river, and sailing is a natu-
ral way to enjoy the Hudson. 

Guests are encouraged to bring their own 
food and refreshments on trips, which can be 
customized to guests’ needs and desires.

The responses of her clients reinforce 
Captain Stefany’s belief in what she does, she 
said. She recalled one trip with a co-ed group 
of teens with special needs. 

“They started out pretty much unim-
pressed, but I had each in turn take the wheel, 
learn to handle the jib, even how to use the 
manual bilge pump. Before long, they all 
wanted to do it,” she said.

“I like young adults, they still have a sense 
of wonderment,” said the single mom of three 
grown children. “I’m passionate about this, 
and that’s contagious.”

One former guest found her SailHope ex-
perience to be nearly life-altering: “I was go-
ing through some personal struggles, and be-
ing on the water and just working the sails and 
acting as a mate for Stefany was eye-opening. 
I could do this! I was strong and realized I 
didn’t need to be afraid.”

Captain Stefany holds a 50-ton Coast 
Guard Master’s license and has racked up 
almost 50,000 ocean miles as a delivery skip-
per. In addition to running SailHope, she is 
currently training to become a licensing in-
structor for the Coast Guard. 

“More women should be doing this,” she 
said, “getting sea time, becoming captains, 
learning to operate and maintain boats.” 

She encouraged those interested in seek-
ing Merchant Mariner credentials to contact 
her through SailHope.org for future classes in 
the Albany area.

As is often said, even a long journey be-
gins with the fi rst step. Through SailHope, 
Captain Stefany is helping others take that 
fi rst step by saying “Welcome aboard.”

For more information, or if your nonprofi t 
organizations wishes to be sponsored, email  
stefanycoulter1@gmail.com, or call 516-784-
6686. More information is also available at 
www.sailhope.org.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO     
Capt. Stefany Coulter founded the nonprofit SailHope to make sailing, and its benefits, more 
accessible to all.

• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

Nation
Pickers

• Furniture • Primitives • Art • Jewelry • Military 
• Ephemera • Mid-Century & So Much More 

For Your Home Decor and Collections

2530 Route 9W, Ravena, NY
Closed Monday • Open 11-5
Saturday’s 10-5
518.495.9225

An Affordable 25 Multi Dealer
Antique / Vintage / Collectable Shop

FOUNDED IN 1958

Anatriello Agency
Insurance of course!

2477 US Route 9W, Ravena, NY 12143
Johna@AnatrielloAgency.com • AnatrielloAgency.com

“Excellent to do 
business with.”

-Peter Mahan

“Very friendly and 
knowledgeable 

people. A 
pleasure to do 
business with!!”

-Darrell Owens

“Competitive prices. 
Detail oriented and personalized 

service. Thumbs up.”

-Pete Foronda

HOUSEAUTO BUSINESS
u Personal Service

u Attention To Detail

u Over 60 Years Of Family Owned Business 

u Providing Service To The Community

SailHope helps others feel the wind beneath their wings
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By Dr. Billy Holland
For Capital Region Independent Media

Recently, I had an opportunity 
to chat with a wonderful lady as she 
shared with me about her health is-
sues and other concerns. 

Suddenly she stopped and want-
ed to know if she could ask me a 
serious question. I said of course, 
and she proceeded to relay that she 
felt silly asking me about salvation, 
especially with her being a church 
member since she was a child. 

She wanted to know how she 
can know that she is going to heav-
en? I do not believe this is anything 
to be embarrassed about, in fact, it’s 
rather common as I examine my 
own heart and soul often. I could 
sense the heaviness of doubt was 
stealing her spiritual joy, and this 
stress can escalate into fear and 
anxiety. I spent some time remind-
ing her about the spiritual funda-
mentals of faith and salvation. I 
suggested that she be honest with 
God and tell Him how she feels. Af-
ter I left, I continued to think about 
how easy it is for any of us to drift 
away from the peaceful harbor of 
hope and spiritual confi dence and 
how important it is to keep a posi-
tive perspective and remain focused 
on God’s perfect truth that can nev-
er fail.

The opposite of peace is being 
anxious, and we often experience 
fear and worry when we are uncer-
tain about what is going to happen. 
This negative energy has the inten-
tion to consume us and control our 
mind and will continue to haunt us 
until we choose to battle against it. 

Spiritual warfare is a reality, 
and it’s the believer’s responsibility 

to call on the Lord for help as we 
defend against being overwhelmed 
by the darkness of panic, pity and 
depression. 

Living in divine peace is not 
something that happens naturally 
and like optimism is a learned be-
havior. People or circumstances 
cannot dictate our thoughts unless 
we allow it. Everyone is held ac-
countable for their choices with 
how they respond and react to ev-
ery situation. We realize we need 
to trust God and that He calls us to 
stand strong in times of adversity, 
but this state of mind will require 
persistent prayer and self-discipline. 

Faith believes that nothing sur-
prises God, which includes Him 
understanding the trials and pain we 
are suffering. Being convinced that 
Christ will intervene and provide 
for us, along with accepting that His 
authority and power is greater than 
any problem that might threaten us, 
will bring comfort and assurance. 

Constantly reminding ourselves 
that God is listening, and that He is 
aware of everything that is going on 
in our lives is the path to trusting 
and resting in His perfect peace and 
security. 

Psalm 29:11 declares, “The 
Lord will give strength to his peo-
ple; the Lord will bless his people 
with peace.” There is no greater 
confi dence or joy than to be fi lled 
with God’s presence. Spiritual 
peace is far beyond our physical 
emotions as His ways are higher 
than our ways and His thoughts are 
higher than our thoughts. His love 
and compassion is stronger than 
what is tormenting us and chases 
away our worries and distress as He 

fl oods our hearts with courage and 
fortitude. 

Be encouraged today — Jesus 
is victorious and His promises are 
guaranteed to quiet our soul and 
replace our restlessness with safety, 
confi dence and calm. 

Proverbs 3:24 reminds us, 
“When you lie down, you will not 
be afraid; when you lie down, your 
sleep will be sweet.” 

One of the many names for Je-
sus is the Prince of Peace and soon 
He will return and establish His 
kingdom of purity and joy for all 
eternity. We celebrate this truth and 
look forward to experiencing the 
freedom from confl ict and chaos, 
but we do not need to wait until then 
to embrace this lifestyle of trust and 
hope.

If we choose to abide in God’s 
presence no matter how intense the 
storms are raging, we are safe under 
the shadow of His protection. The 
world is growing darker but the in-
crease in confusion cannot diminish 
God’s truth on which we stand. 

It’s only when we drift away 
from His promises and lean on our 
understanding that we become trou-
bled and perplexed. Give him your 
worries in exchange for His tran-
quility. 

“Be anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and suppli-
cation, with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known to God; 
and the peace of God, which passes 
all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and minds through Christ Je-
sus.” Philippians 4:6-7.

Check out Dr. Holland’s new 
book about miracles and healing at 
billyhollandministries.com.

Resisting the temptation 
to be discouraged

Living on Purpose

Because you care! 
Sometimes, things don’t always work out at home for a child.     
New  York’s Office of Children and Family Services estimates that 130,000 

children around the state live with a grandparent, an aunt or uncle, or other 
family member. Some even live with close family friends. When a family member 
or close family friend assumes the responsibility of caring for a child, that’s called 
Kinship Care.        

Perhaps you are a kinship care provider, or know someone who is. If you are, 
you do it for all the right reasons. Because you care.  But there’s good news.    
St. Catherine’s Center for Children has launched a new program to support    
kinship caregivers in Albany, Schenectady, Greene and Ulster Counties. The     
program connects caregivers like you to a variety of community and public     
support services, providing you with the tools you need to succeed. Want to learn 
more? Call us at the number below, or email kinshipcare@st-cath.org 

St. Catherine’s Center for Children 
40 North Main Avenue, Albany, NY 12203 

www.st-cath.org  •  518-453-6700

St-Cath_Kinship Care_6-21_Layout 1  6/30/2021  2:37 PM  Page 1
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear 
from you. Send information about up-
coming events and news to news@

greenvillepioneer.com.   
(We need to have announcements  

at least two weeks in advance.)

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!

By Thomas Christopher
For Capital Region Independent Media

I just read that even before Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine and a consequent disruption 
of the market for natural gas (the principal 
feedstock for synthetic nitrates), the cost 
of fertilizer in the U.S. had surged 300% in 
2021. That makes the shock I have been expe-
riencing at the gas pump seem modest. That’s 
a very serious problem for our farmers. 

It’s also an incentive for gardeners to 
change their behavior. For many of us, fer-
tilization is just a matter of routine, with the 
lawn and other plantings getting their spring 
“feed,” whether they need them or not.

Indeed, Americans apply an estimated 3 
million tons of fertilizers to their lawns every 
year. Very few of the amateur greenskeepers 
bother with a soil test to see whether their 
turf in fact needs the boost, relying instead 
on rules of thumb and the advice of fertilizer 
retailers. 

The fertilizer consumption in other areas 
of the landscape doesn’t approach that of the 
lawn, but in aggregate is still considerable.

This results in a lot of wasted dollars. 
Far worse is the impact on the environment. 
Lawn fertilizers are a major source of pollu-
tion to our waterways, helping to cause the 
eutrophication of lakes and ponds, and even 
dead zones in estuaries, bays and beyond. 

Fertilizers also have a significant impact 
on the atmosphere. The manufacture of syn-
thetic nitrates, the major element in most 
lawn fertilizers and one of the three principal 
ingredients in non-organic garden fertilizers, 
relies on an extravagant consumption of nat-
ural gas, both as an ingredient in the manu-
facturing process and as a fuel to provide the 
necessary heat. The burning of the natural gas 
produces 4 to 6 tons of carbon dioxide, the 
principal greenhouse gas implicated in global 
warming, for each ton of nitrate produced. 

In addition, whatever nitrate is not taken 
up by your plants, if it doesn’t wash away to 
pollute a nearby stream, is likely to escape as 
nitrous oxide gas, which is actually 300 times 
as potent a greenhouse gas as carbon dioxide. 
It’s worth noting that even organic fertilizers 
will release nitrous oxide, especially if used 
too generously.

Other fertilizer ingredients, such as phos-
phates, also come with an environmental cost. 
Besides, overfertilization is likely to injure 
plant roots and promote soft, lush growth that 
is especially appealing to deer and plant-eat-
ing insects.

Aside from investing in a soil test to see if 
your garden actually needs fertilization, there 
are other practices you can adopt to reduce 
your need for such a boost. 

With respect to lawns, you can transition 

to a less greedy turf. Turf-type tall fescues and 
fine fescue grasses flourish with only half as 
much nitrates as Kentucky bluegrass. By in-
terplanting with white clover, and leaving the 
grass clippings in place, you can reduce that 
need even further, especially if you do not ir-
rigate so that your lawn goes dormant in hot 
weather. Too generous irrigation also tends to 
wash soluble nutrients out of your soil – don’t 
over-water the garden.

Nurturing the life in the soil, the bacteria, 
fungi and other organisms that make up the so-
called “soil food web,” is also a key to reduc-
ing reliance on fertilizers. I recently caught up 
with Jeff Lowenfels, author of a long-running 
garden column in the Anchorage Daily News 
and the best-selling book “Teaming With Mi-
crobes: A Gardener’s Guide to the Soil Food 
Web.” Jeff, a multi-talented man who is also 

a leading attorney in Alaska, is currently run-
ning for Congress, but he graciously made 
time to send me the following advice:

“As long as there is organic material to 
nurture the soil food web, gardeners do not 
need to fertilize their plants. Mycorrhizal fun-
gi associate with plant roots and bring phos-
phorus, nitrogen, zinc, copper and water to 
the plant in return for exudates from the plant. 
Bacteria in the Rhizosphere around roots are 
actually taken into the plant and stripped of 
nutrients before being put back out into the 
soil. Plus, the consumption of bacteria and 
fungi in the soil release nutrients to the soil 
which can then move to the roots.”

That’s a position I can wholeheartedly 
endorse. It seems I will benefit more by bol-
stering the organic content of my soil with 
compost than by applying fertilizers. What’s 
more, I can produce compost myself with 
materials harvested at home such as autumn 
leaves. That will be easier on my wallet, as 
well as far better for the environment.

Be-a-Better-Gardener is a community 
service of Berkshire Botanical Garden, locat-
ed in Stockbridge, Mass. Its mission, to pro-
vide knowledge of gardening and the environ-
ment through a diverse range of classes and 
programs, informs and inspires thousands 
of students and visitors each year. Thomas 
Christopher is a volunteer at Berkshire Bo-
tanical Garden and is the author or co-author 
of more than a dozen books, including Nature 
into Art and The Gardens of Wave Hill (Tim-
ber Press, 2019). He is the 2021 Garden Club 
of America’s National Medalist for Litera-
ture, a distinction reserved to recognize those 
who have left a profound and lasting impact 
on issues that are most important to the GCA. 
Christopher’s companion broadcast to this 
column, Growing Greener, streams on WE-
SUFM.org, Pacifica Radio and NPR and is 
available at berkshirebotanical.org/growing-
greener.

Please hold that fertilizer!

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO     
With the cost of fertilizer on the rise, now is a good time to rethink the practice. 

Be A Better Gardener
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —
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*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By John Grimaldi
WASHINGTON, DC, Apr 29 

– To say that the coronavirus pan-
demic disrupted our lives is an un-
derstatement if there ever was one, 
and the current respite – albeit po-
tentially short-lived – is a welcome 
glimpse of a return to normalcy. For 
example, in the good old days of a 
virus-free world many of us would 
be planning summer vacations right 
about now. It’s a nice idea but It 
begs the question: is it safe?  

Dr. Sara Suliman, at Universi-
ty of California San Francisco, has 
a background in immunology and 
infectious diseases, and she offered 
the Boston Globe this piece of ad-
vice: “Since the pandemic is un-
likely to disappear and life needs 
to continue, it may still be worth 
proceeding with personal travel 

plans, while taking advantage of 
all available protective measures. 
People should weigh the pros and 
cons of travel, and prioritize less 
risky travel modes, like cars, where 
possible.”

In the same article, Harvard ep-
idemiologist Dr. William Hanage 
suggested that if you are consider-
ing booking a vacation this year, 
“Book something you can cancel. 
Then reassess when your trip is 
closer. Remember, it’s not only 
about the chance of being infected, 
but also the chance of restrictions 
being implemented wherever you 
are vacationing. It wouldn’t be fun 
quarantining for a substantial por-
tion of your stay.”

Another piece of advice is of-
fered by Rebecca Weber, CEO of 
the Association of Mature Ameri-

can Citizens [AMAC]: make sure 
your insurance is up to date. “In 
addition to making sure that your 
health insurance will cover you 
no matter where you travel in the 
U.S. and abroad, you might want 
to purchase travel insurance. It 
may also be wise to look into pur-
chasing a travel assistance plan as 
well. There is a difference. Travel 
insurance covers monetary losses 
that you may incur while traveling. 
Travel assistance plans help pay for 
things such as an emergency med-
ical evacuation and travel arrange-
ments, a nurse escort, a traveling 
companion and other emergency 
costs you might encounter if you 
get sick or hurt while traveling. It 
can even provide emergency cash 
advances.”

As adventuresome as you might 

feel, it’s a good idea to keep your 
travel plans as simple as possible 
and to do some research as regards 
the level of covid danger at your 
planned destination. For example, 
the Centers for Disease Control has 
an updated international list of des-
tinations based on covid risk assess-
ments on its website. Meanwhile, 
the non-profit Act Now Coalition 
offers an online resource that moni-
tors domestic covid risk levels.

AMAC’s Weber also stresses 
that it is above all the items on your 
travel check list that you are vacci-
nated against the covid virus and, of 
course, that you consult with your 
healthcare provider. He or she will 
tell you whether it is a good idea, 
health wise, to go where you are 
planning to go and how you are 
planning to get there. At the least 

it will give you peace of mind and 
help ensure a very bon voyage.

One final thought. Arguably, 
among the safer vacation destina-
tions that you might want to consid-
er if you are planning a getaway is 
the Great Outdoors. Particularly for 
those seniors that wish to get out 
and enjoy fresh air and scenic beau-
ty, there’s no better deal than an an-
nual National Park Pass for $20 or 
a lifetime pass for $80. Up to three 
additional people in a vehicle are 
admitted free with the cardholder. 
Passes may be obtained here.

As for the status of the pandem-
ic, the master of the malaprop, Yogi 
Berra, once said “it ain’t over until 
it’s over.”

Vacationing in the era of COVID
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By Russell Gloor
For Capital Region Independent Media

Dear Rusty: I plan on retiring at 
62, one year from now. I have been 
coached to (if fi nancially possible) 
leave my Social Security earnings 
for my wife to collect in the future 
if I die, considering that she was a 
homemaker for the majority of her 
income-earning years. 

My instinct is to get Social Se-
curity coming (I understand I’m set-
tling for a lesser amount at age 62) 
as soon as possible considering the 
forecast of our government’s inabil-
ity to fund Social Security for the 
rest of my life. 

No one has a crystal ball and no 
one knows what our government 
will or will not be able to fund even 
into next week, so we weigh what 
we know and see, and then decide. 
Is my question clear?

Signed: Skeptical 

Dear Skeptical: Well, your 
question is clear but contains two 
opposing factors — you say you 
wish to provide well for your wife 
if you die, but also say you wish to 
claim at age 62 because you’re not 
confi dent that Social Security (SS) 
will be there in the future. 

Yet claiming at age 62 will mean 
the lowest possible survivor benefi t 
for your wife because her benefi t as 
your widow will be the amount you 
are receiving at your death. I’ll try 
to put all this into perspective for 
you.  

Although Social Security is fac-
ing some future fi nancial issues, it 
will never go bankrupt and be un-
able to pay benefi ts. The worst that 
could happen, if Congress takes no 
action beforehand, would be that 
benefi ts will be cut by about 22% if 
the SS Trust Fund is fully depleted 
in 2033 (right now, reserves in the 
Trust Fund are used to supplement 

SS expenses because SS revenue is 
currently less than program costs). 

If that happens, Social Securi-
ty can only pay out as much as it 
brings in. But that almost certainly 
won’t happen because Congress 
won’t permit it to. Congress already 
knows how to fi x Social Security’s 
fi nancial issues — they just current-
ly lack the political will and biparti-
san spirit to implement the changes 
needed. 

But there’s little doubt that they 
will fi x the issue before allowing an 
across-the-board benefi t cut to over 
65 million benefi ciaries (because 
seniors vote). FYI, there was $2.9 
trillion in reserves in the Social Se-
curity Trust Fund at the end of 2020. 

I don’t recommend you make 
your Social Security claiming deci-
sion based on fear of the program 
going bankrupt – it won’t. Even if 
Congress doesn’t act and a bene-
fi t cut is imposed in 2033 (which 

is highly unlikely), a 22% cut to 
your age 62 benefi t amount would 
be more painful than a 22% cut to 
your benefi t at your full retirement 
age (FRA) which would be about 
30% higher than your age 62 ben-
efi t amount. 

The longer you wait to claim, 
the higher your benefi t, and your 
wife’s survivor benefi t, will be — 
even in the unlikely event of a later 
cut in benefi ts. 

Instead, I suggest you make 
your claiming decision based only 
upon your personal circumstances. 
If you wish to increase your wife’s 
survivor benefi t, then waiting lon-
ger to claim is the way to do that. 
If you retire from working at age 
62, Social Security’s earnings test 
won’t apply to you (the earnings 
test limits how much you can earn 
while collecting early SS benefi ts), 
thus you can certainly claim at 62 if 
you so wish. 

But it’s important to consider 
the consequences of claiming early 
(including a lower survivor benefi t 
for your widow) and make a deci-
sion based on facts, not fear of So-
cial Security going bankrupt — be-
cause it won’t.

This article is intended for infor-
mation purposes only and does not 
represent legal or fi nancial guid-
ance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social Security 
Association (NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affi liated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory) or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Claim early due to Social Security’s fi nancial condition?
Social Security Matters

Treat a Friend to a Round @ Rainbow – ON US!
Pay your greens fee, rent a cart, and your friend golfs with you for FREE* 

* Both golfers must sign up to receive our 
updates and offers by email. Offer good 
for 1 free round of golf only per person.

RAINBOW RESORT & GOLF CLUB 
3822 County Rte. 26, Greenville, NY 12083
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