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COVID-19 death toll 
could reach 240,000

See page 9

We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
News about COVID-19 is chang-
ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
ably changed since we sent this 
paper to the printing presses. We 
encourage you, if possible, to 
visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/greenvillepioneer 
where we are sharing breaking 
news, closings and cancelations. 

To our readers,

Thank you, 
The Greenville Pioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―
Everyone is aware by now 
of mandates to practice so-
cial distancing, hand hygiene 
and other ways of preventing 
transmission of the coronavi-
rus, but here’s a possible dan-
ger you may not have thought 
of — spreading the virus 
through your trash.

Trash disposal was deemed 
an “essential” service by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo when he put 
strict regulations in place in 
the battle against COVID-19. 
But waste-disposal experts say 
there are risks if garbage is not 
handled and packaged proper-
ly — and that is a concern for 
them.

In Greenville, the town 
recycling center is open, but 
with limited hours. Town res-
idents needing to dispose of 
trash or recyclables can stop 
by the center from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday and Sat-
urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
the community safe, we ask 
that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Trash is a possible danger when it comes to spreading COVID-19.

Trash can pose 
COVID-19 risk

See TRASH, page 10

Schools 
remain 
closed

By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

GREENVILLE—Schoo l s 
will remain closed statewide 
through mid-April and the state’s 
fi rst temporary hospital was 
completed in New York City on 
Friday as New York remains the 
nation’s epicenter for the novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Schools will now remain 
closed statewide through April 
15. Schools across New York 
were ordered closed March 18 
through April 1 to be reassessed 
every two weeks. The state’s 
waiver was extended for school 
districts to receive state aid with-
out holding physical classes for 
180 days. 

During this time, schools are 
still required to provide continu-
ity of instruction, meals for stu-
dents and information on avail-
able childcare resources

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier,” 
said Greenville Central School 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland. “When the District 
receives additional guidance 
concerning the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, we will be able 
to share more details and answer 
additional questions, including 
those surrounding spring break, 
grading, and other regulatory 
requirements. We recognize the 
diffi culties faced by our students 
and families and ask for patience 
during these unprecedented 
times.”

“Our teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families have done an 
amazing job working together to 
keep our students engaged while 
schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
proposed budget amend-
ment that would cut local 
voices out of the solar per-
mitting process is moving 
forward despite pushback 
from Greene and Columbia 
county officials.

Negotiations are con-
tinuing on the proposed 
changes to siting solar and 
wind energy, known as the 
Accelerated Renewable 
Energy Growth and Com-
munity Benefit Act, said 
Jordan Levine, deputy com-
munications director for the 
energy and environment in 
the office of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“It is impossible to say 

if anything outside the 
normal will get done, but 
renewable energy siting is 
still on the table,” he said.

Since the budget amend-
ment was announced on 
Feb. 21, local officials have 
warned that changing so-
lar siting laws to abolish 
the existing review process 
would violate home rule 
and diminish local author-
ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
Supervisor Rick Hanse.

“We are at the mercy 
of the state whether they 
take it out of the budget, 

and should it pass, the state 
will have complete authori-
ty to override town zoning 
laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
ist.”

Hanse said local offi-
cials have been lobbying 
lawmakers to debate the 
proposed amendment sep-
arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 

the amount of ‘touch’ our drivers have on garbage.”
— CARMEN BARBATO JR., OWNER OF CARMEN BARBATO, INC.

O�  cials are 
concerned that the 
proposed changes 

could accelerate the 
development of solar 
farms across Greene 

and Columbia 
counties, including 

Hecate Energy’s 
proposed 700-acre 

facility in Copake and 
the Flint Mine solar 

project in Coxsackie.
See SOLAR, page 10

Local woman celebrates 104th birthday
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — A local 
woman celebrated an incredible 
milestone March 29 when she 
marked her 104th birthday.

Josephine Schermer lives in 
Greenville and along with her hus-
band, Reinhold Schermer, was the 
second generation of his family to 
run Pine Lake Manor, a vacation 
resort on Route 26 that has been in 
the family for generations.

Schermer was born in Brook-
lyn in 1918, ironically during the 
last major global pandemic, the in-
fl uenza pandemic. The COVID-19 
pandemic of today was an ironic 
twist for a woman whose life has 
spanned so much of history.

“I only found out when we 
were going through this pandem-
ic that my grandfather had [infl u-
enza] and his brother did, too,” 
Schermer’s daughter, Joanne Bau-
mann, said. “They had come over 

from Poland.”
Schermer spent the years of 

World War II working as a regis-
tered nurse, but did not serve over-

seas.
Schermer and her husband, Re-

inhold, lived in Brooklyn for a few 
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Coxsackie 
construction 

project halted
See page 7

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — A golf 
course that has been in Greenville 
for generations has a new owner 
who is looking to honor the busi-

ness’s legacy with an eye to the fu-
ture.

Hugo Li fi rst learned of Rain-
bow Golf Club Inn & Suites in 
2020 and sealed the deal in Novem-
ber 2021. Since then, he has been 
planning and renovating the resort 

and expects to be open for golfers 
in April.

“We will be open for golf 100% 
by the beginning of April, depend-
ing on the weather,” Li said. 

See GOLF, page 13

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Greenville resident Josephine Schermer at her 100th birthday party. 
She turned 104 years old on March 29.

Public to have say on solar law changes
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — The town is 
considering changes to its existing 
regulations governing commercial 
solar facilities.

A public hearing will be held 
prior to the town board’s April 18 
meeting, at 6:30 p.m., to gather 
community input on the proposed 
modifi cations.

The town board met with plan-
ning board chairman Don Teator 
and planning board member Wil-
liam Bardel prior to the town’s 
March 21 meeting to discuss the 
proposed changes to the town’s 

solar zoning law, which was origi-
nally adopted in 2018.

The planning board came up 
with the proposed changes in col-
laboration with town attorney Tal 
Rappleyea with input from town 
board members during a three-
hour meeting of the planning 
board.

“We had a meeting a couple of 
months ago that went way above 
and beyond our usual and man-
aged to hammer this out, basical-
ly in one night with help from Tal 
[Rappleyea],” Teator said of the 
proposed modifi cations. “It was a 
good group effort.”

The proposed changes only ap-

ply to commercial solar farms, not 
solar energy generated to power 
individual homes, Teator said.

Greenville and Greene County 
in general have become hot spots 
for solar farm proposals, with sev-
eral proposed locally and a couple 
of major projects sited for nearby 
Coxsackie and elsewhere. 

The industry is constantly 
changing, requiring the need for 
an updated law, but there wasn’t 
one specifi c project or issue that 
called for the change, Teator said.

“There wasn’t one particular 
thing,” he said. “But when you COURTESY OF PEXELS    

Proposed modifications to the town’s solar law will be discussed at a public 
hearing April 18 at 6:30 p.m.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The Rainbow Golf Club Inn & Suites on Route 26 is under new ownership, with an eye to both the future and the past.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA     
The golf course’s clubhouse is currently under renovation and is expected to 
be completed this spring.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Glamping and other recreational facilities are planned for the property.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO     
Josephine and Reinhold Schermer in earlier days.

See SOLAR, page 13

Rainbow Golf: New owner looks 
to the future, and the past
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APRIL 2022
9 - Program: “Plants for Birds: Creat-
ing a Year-Round Garden Habitat,” free 
webinar by Mountain Top Arboretum. 
Register at mtarboretum.org/events.
9 - Qigon class, 10 a.m., Cairo Public 
Library, 15 Railroad Ave., Cairo. Can be 
done sitting or standing.
11 - Greene County Legislature - Coun-
ty Legislature and Public Works meet-
ing, 6 p.m., 411 Main Street, Suite 403, 
Catskill.
11 - Greenville Central School District 
Board of Education budget meeting, 6 
p.m., MS/HS Library, Route 81, Green-
ville.
13 - Greene Rotary Clubs information-
al meeting, 6-8 p.m., Angel’s Pizza and 
Restaurant, 4318 State Route 23, Cairo. 
Free admission.
16 - Volunteer event assembling hy-
giene kits for veterans, 10 a.m., at 
American Legion Post 291, 54 Maple 
Ave., Greenville. All are welcome to 
participate.
18 - Greenville Town Council meet-
ing, 7 p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 
Route 32, Greenville.
18 - Greene County Legislature - Eco-
nomic Development and Tourism, 
Finance meetings, 6 p.m., 411 Main 
Street, Suite 403, Catskill.
19 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., 7309 Route 81, East Durham.
20 - Cairo Town Board workshop meet-
ing, 7 p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
20 - Greene County Legislature Regu-

lar Meeting, 6:30 p.m., 411 Main Street, 
Suite 403, Catskill.
20 - Greene County Planning Board 
meeting, 6:30 p.m., 411 Main Street, 
Room 419, Catskill.
21 - Greene County Fire Advisory Board 
meeting, 7 p.m., at Greene County 
Emergency Control and Training Cen-
ter, 25 Volunteer Drive, Cairo.
26 - Greenville Central School District 
Board of Education meeting, 6 p.m., 
MS/HS Library, Route 81, Greenville.

MAY 2022
2 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at 
Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
3 - Greenville Central School District 
Board of Education budget hearing, 
MS/HS Auditorium, Route 81, Green-
ville.
3 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., 7309 Route 81, East Durham.
4 - Greenville Town Planning Board 
meeting, 7 p.m., at Pioneer Building, 
11159 Route 32, Greenville.
5 - Cairo Planning Board meeting, 
7 p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
7 - 15th Annual Rip Van Winkle Wine, 
Brew and Beverage Festival, 11:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., at The Historic Catskill Point, 
1 Main Street, Catskill. Tickets can be 
purchased at the door for $25 or online 
through Eventbrite.com. Event will be 
held rain or shine.
17 - Greenville Central School District 
Board of Education election and bud-
get vote, 1-9 p.m., Scott Ellis Elementa-
ry School, Route 32, Greenville.

14-15 - Friends of Purling Yard Sale, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., at Shinglekill Falls Bed 
and Breakfast, 508 Mountain Avenue, 
Purling. Participants will donate mon-
ey to help fund community gardening 
projects such as the Mountain Avenue 
Bridge and the Welcome to Purling 
sign.
16 - Greenville Town Council meet-
ing, 7 p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 
Route 32, Greenville.
17 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., 7309 Route 81, East Durham.
18 - Cairo Town Board workshop meet-
ing, 7 p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
18 - Cairo Rabies Clinic, 5-7 p.m., Ange-
lo Canna Town Park, Cairo.
19 - Greene County Fire Advisory Board 
meeting, 7 p.m., at Greene County 
Emergency Control and Training Cen-
ter, 25 Volunteer Drive, Cairo.
21 - Spring Fling Flea Market, 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m., at TGM American Legion Post 
187, 94 Second Street, Athens. Setup 
for vendors begins at 7:30 a.m. Vendor 
applications are available on Facebook 
page or at the Post. Indoor spaces are 
6’x8’ for $25; outdoor spaces are 10’x10’ 
for $35. Proceeds will go towards the 
Post’s kitchen renovation project.
28-29 - 44th Annual East Durham Irish 
Festival, 2267 Route 145, East Durham. 
30 - Memorial Day. All town offices 
closed
30 - Cairo Memorial Day Parade, 11 
a.m., down Main Street with memorial 
service at Angelo Canna Town Park.
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  
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Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

To have your organiza-
tion’s events added to our 

calendar, please enter them 
online at www.greenvillepi-

oneer.com
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.
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Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

2               The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  October 22, 2021

news@greenvillepioneer.com   •  www.greenvillepioneer.com
413-212-0130 

ADVERTISING - All advertising requests must be made one week in advance. 

NEWS DESK - News items must be received twelve days prior to publication.  

OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed with a funeral home. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. Authors are limited to one letter every 30 days. 
Letters are published at the discretion of the editor and must be original content.  

POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 164 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 149 
Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The cost for a subscription is $36 annually.

Mark Vinciguerra
PRESIDENT

Warren Dews, Jr., 
PUBLISHER 

wdewsjr@gmail.com

2	 	 													The Greenville Pioneer • Friday, April 24, 2020

news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  •  www.greenvillepioneer.com 
413-212-0130

ADVERTISING - All advertising requests must be made one week in advance.  

NEWS DESK - News items must be received ten days prior to publication.   

OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed with a funeral home.  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. Authors are limited to one letter every 30 days. 
Letters are published at the discretion of the editor and must be original content.  

POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is published every other Friday by Capital  
Region Independent Media, 164 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 149 
Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The cost for a subscription is $30 annually.

Mark Vinciguerra
Publisher

Warren Dews, Jr., 
General ManaGer 

wdewsjr@gmail.com

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic there are no upcoming 
events or public meetings. Please stay safe and stay home.

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies 
consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel 

Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Terminal & 
Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and 

Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and 
management team to always perform at the highest levels of 
safety and professionalism. We deliver service by maintaining 
a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and 

integrity drive our actions on and off the job.

494 Western Turnpike  
Altamont, NY

Phone: 518.355.6034 
www.carvercompanies.com

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

CONTACT US 
Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager
wdewsjr@gmail.com
news@thegreenvillepioneer.com  
www.greenvillepioneer.com
ADVERTISING - All advertising requests 
must be made one week in advance.
NEWS DESK - News items must be received 
five days prior to publication. 
OBITUARIES - Obituaries must be confirmed 
with a funeral home.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Letters to the 
editor must include the author’s name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 
Authors are limited to one letter every 30 
days. Letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor and must be original content. 
POSTMASTER - The Greenville Pioneer is 
published every other Friday by Capital 
Region Independent Media, 149 Main Street, 
Ravena, NY 12143. Periodicals postage paid 
at Greenville, NY 12083. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to The Greenville Pioneer, 
149 Main Street, Ravena, NY 12143. The 
cost for a subscription is $30 annually. 

By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

For over 30 years, the Carver 
Company’s Core Compe-

tencies consist of General & 
Marine Construction, Sand 

and Gravel Mining, Property 
Management, Port, Stevedor-

ing, Terminal & Warehouse 
Management, Maritime and 
Logistics, and Tug and Barge 

Marine Towing. 

SHOUT OUTS!

Shout it out to a family member, 
friend, business or group of people.

Message could be an I love you, congratulations, 
happy birthday, cheer on a team or person.

ADVERTISE ON OUR NEW PAGE

for more information
CALL 413.212.0130

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

HUDSON – The Columbia Memorial Health 
(CMH) Auxiliary continued its long history of provid-
ing support to the CMH hospital in Hudson recently by 
donating $70,000 for the purchase of essential medical 
equipment. 

The donation will allow the purchase of a number 
of items including: a transport monitor for post-surgi-
cal patients; an EKG machine for the emergency de-
partment; a bariatric bed; and assorted furniture for 
care spaces throughout the hospital. 

Since its inception in 1953, the all-volunteer CMH 
Auxiliary, known as “The Pink Ladies,” has donated 
more than $1.5 million to CMH and provided tens of 
thousands of volunteer hours to aid CMH and its pa-
tients.

“The generosity, compassion and giving spirit of 
the CMH Auxiliary are boundless,” said Jay P. Ca-
halan, CMH president and CEO. “Their many gifts, 

including these important items, and their everyday 
presence in the hospital and medical offi ce building are 
woven into the very fabric of our organizational iden-
tity and our community. We are tremendously grateful 
for their ongoing support and dedication.”

Columbia Memorial Hospital has served the com-
munity for almost 130 years, and the CMH Auxiliary 
has supported its efforts since 1953.

“You will not fi nd a more generous, persevering 
and community-minded group of women than the 
members of the CMH Auxiliary,” said Margie Lau-
rie, CMH Auxiliary president. “We take a great deal 
of pride in working with the CMH leadership team to 
ensure that our community health system has the sup-
port, equipment and technology it needs to continue its 
nearly 130-year commitment to caring for the people 
in our region.”

CMH Auxiliary donates 
$70K for medical equipment

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The CMH Auxiliary recently donated $70,000 to the hospital for essential medical equipment. Pictured, left to right, 
are Jay Cahalan, CMH president and CEO; Shirley McThenia, Auxilian; Helen Wright, Auxilian; Marge Laurie, Auxiliary 
president; Dorothy Urschel, COO; Stephanie Hisgen, CNO; and Barbara Klassen, executive director of CMH Founda-
tion

GREENVILLE — Volunteers will gather to assemble hygiene 
kits for distribution to veterans on Saturday, April 16 at 10 a.m. at 
American Legion Post 291, 54 Maple Ave., Greenville.

Legions from around the county will participate, as well as stu-
dents from Greenville Central Schools, Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts. 

Everyone is eligible to participate and lend a hand.
There will be an assembly line to package roughly 300 kits. The 

kits will include soap, shave gel, razor, toothbrush, toothpaste, sham-
poo, conditioner, lotion, wet wipes and a pack of socks.

The kits will be distributed to other Legion posts that may have 
members in need. With help from Greene County Veteran Resource 
Offi cer Michelle Black, there will be some kits available at the 
Greene County Veterans Resource Center. A large number of the kits 
will be donated to the Albany Stratton VA Medical Center and will be 
delivered Monday, April 18.

Volunteer William Von Atzingen wrote a grant through his per-
sonal life insurance policy from the Independent Order of Foresters 
to secure funding for the event.

“I try to organize a few community service events throughout the 
year and have always wanted to do something to give back to our 
veterans,” Von Atzingen said.

He said he worked with local resident Don Savino and the execu-
tive board at the American Legion to host the event at the Post.

Helping veterans 
with hygiene kits
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Charges can be amended or 
dismissed.

STATE POLICE
■ Thomas Saggese, 20, of Tan-

nersville, was arrested March 16 at 
3:01 p.m. in Hunter and charged 
with second-degree criminal con-
tempt, a class A misdemeanor. He 
was released on his own recogni-
zance.

■ Dawn Vernon, 43, of Catskill, 
was arrested March 16 at 9:56 
p.m. in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors.

■ Sally Bender, 40, of Cairo, 
was arrested March 17 at 6:03 p.m. 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class 
A misdemeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Billy Bender, 41, of Cairo, 
was arrested March 17 at 6:03 p.m. 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class 
A misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Lauren Torres-Bailey, 37, of 
Purling, was arrested March 17 at 
8:35 p.m. in Durham and charged 
with manufacture of drug-related 
paraphernalia, second-degree ob-
struction of governmental admin-
istration, resisting arrest and sev-
enth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, all class A 
misdemeanors. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Lance Molter, 36, of 
Durham, was arrested March 17 at 
8:40 p.m. in Durham and charged 
with second-degree obstruction of 
governmental administration and 
endangering the welfare of a child, 
both class A misdemeanors, and 
third-degree aggravated unlicensed 
operation of a motor vehicle, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Joseph Casazza, 29, of Ash-
land, was arrested March 17 at 
9:11 p.m. in Ashland and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content over 
0.08% and driving while intoxicat-
ed, both unclassified misdemean-
ors. He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Summer Constantinou, 27, 
of Greenville, was arrested March 
17 at 10:16 p.m. in Greenville 
and charged with manufacture of 
drug-related paraphernalia and 
seventh-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
both class A misdemeanors, and 
fifth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, a class D 
felony. She was issued an appear-
ance ticket.

■ Samuel Keir, 52, of Han-
nacroix, was arrested March 17 
at 10:08 p.m. in Greenville and 
charged with manufacture of 
drug-related paraphernalia and 
seventh-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, both 
class A misdemeanors. He was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Rachel Corsi, 36, of Hudson, 
was arrested March 19 at 2:15 a.m. 
in Catskill and charged with one 
count of manufacture of drug-re-
lated paraphernalia and two counts 
of seventh-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, both 
class A misdemeanors. She was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Jason McDevitt, 20, of Jew-
ett, was arrested March 19 at 5:44 
a.m. in Hunter and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. She 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Ivan Serrano, 45, of Kings-

ton, was arrested March 18 at 
11:06 a.m. in Cairo and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A misde-
meanor. He was issued an appear-
ance ticket.

■ Samantha Oliver, 31, of Cai-
ro, was arrested March 18 at 10:27 
p.m. in Durham and charged with 
four counts of petty larceny, a class 
A misdemeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Kyle Weiss, 24, of Catskill, 
was arrested March 18 at 8:07 
p.m. in Durham and charged with 
first-degree aggravated unlicensed 
operation of a motor vehicle, a 
class E felony, and operating a mo-
tor vehicle with a blood-alcohol 
content over 0.08%, driving while 
intoxicated and aggravated driving 
while intoxicated, all unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Maceo Jones, 69, of Catskill, 
was arrested March 20 at 2:25 
a.m. in Catskill and charged with 
fifth-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class 
D felony. His arrestee status was 
unknown.

■ Amanda Jimenez, 30, of 
Catskill, was arrested March 20 at 
2:13 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Cassidy Buckley, 34, of Sau-
gerties, was arrested March 20 at 
10:37 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Nicholas Dodge, 27, of Co-
hoes, was arrested March 21 at 
3:10 a.m. in Cairo and charged 
with fifth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance with 
intent to sell, a class D felony; two 
counts of manufacture of drug-re-
lated pharaphernalia, second-de-
gree obstruction of governmental 
administration, resisting arrest, 
three counts of seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, second-degree criminal 
use of drug paraphernalia/package, 
and second-degree criminal use of 
drug paraphernalia/scales, all class 
A misdemeanors; and third-degree 
aggravated unlicensed operation 
of a motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor. He was released on 
his own recognizance.

■ Amy Chadwick, 46, of Ath-
ens, was arrested March 22 at 
11:36 a.m. in Kingston and charged 
with two counts of seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class A misdemean-
or. She was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Sean McNulty, 49, of Free-
hold, was arrested March 22 at 
10:25 a.m. in Cairo and charged 
with criminal mischief and sev-
enth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, both class 
A misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.

■ Lauren Mallen, 32, of Wind-
ham, was arrested March 24 at 
1:06 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with fifth-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
a class D felony; seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance and second-degree crim-
inal use of drug paraphernalia, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
operating a motor vehicle impaired 
by drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. She was released on her 
own recognizance.

■ Margaret Doctor, 63, of Cai-
ro, was arrested March 24 at 9:02 
p.m. in Catskill and charged with 
manufacture of drug-related par-
aphernalia and seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, both class A misde-
meanors. She was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

Melissa Strack, 55, of Acra, 
was arrested March 24 at 8:55 p.m. 
in Catskill and charged with man-
ufacture of drug-related parapher-
nalia and seventh-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance, both class A misdemean-
ors. She was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Brody Larsen, 24, of Palen-
ville, was arrested March 26 at 
7:45 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content over 
0.08% and driving while intoxicat-
ed, both unclassified misdemean-
ors. He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Michael Young, 56, of Vir-
ginia Beach, Virginia, was arrested 
March 26 at 3:44 p.m. in Coxsack-
ie and charged with first-degree 
criminal contempt, a class E felo-
ny. He was held.

■ Lakeisha Simmons, 45, of 
Schenectady, was arrested March 
26 at 3:32 p.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with assault with intent 
to cause physical injury with a 
weapon, a class D felony, and 
fourth-degree criminal possession 
of a weapon, a class A misdemean-
or. She was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Paul Burns, 56, of Catskill, 
was arrested March 27 at 2:14 a.m. 
in Catskill and charged with man-
ufacture of drug-related parapher-
nalia and seventh-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance, both class A misdemean-
ors, and third-degree aggravated 
unlicensed operation of a motor 

vehicle, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an appear-
ance ticket.

■ William James, 31, of Cox-
sackie, was arrested March 27 
at 5:41 a.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with fourth-degree crimi-
nal mischief, a class A misdemean-
or. He was held.

■ Bruce Millett, 29, of West 
Coxsackie, was arrested March 
27 at 5:36 a.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with fifth-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance, a class D felony. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Richard Sweeney, 28, of Tan-
nersville, was arrested March 27 
at 9:58 a.m. in Cairo and charged 
with seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Rosen Petrov, 52, of Rego 
Park, was arrested March 27 at 
1:25 p.m. and charged with op-
erating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Jahad Graves, 32, of Alba-
ny, was arrested March 27 at 1:24 
p.m. in Coxsackie and charged 
with second-degree introduction 
of contraband into a prison, a class 
A misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Paul Raymond, 40, of 
Catskill, was arrested March 28 at 
1:37 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with acting in a manner injurious 
to a child, a class A misdemeanor. 

He was issued an appearance tick-
et.

■ Tyace Thompson, 48, of East 
Orange, New Jersey, was arrested 
March 29 at 12:25 a.m. in Cox-
sackie and charged with aggravat-
ed unlicensed operation of a motor 
vehicle, a class E felony. He was 
released on his own recognizance.

■ Jessica Collazo, 31, of 
Catskill, was arrested March 29 
at 11:30 a.m. in Cairo and charged 
with fifth-degree criminal posses-
sion of stolen property, a class A 
misdemeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ An unidentified 18-year-old 
female, of Round Top, was arrest-
ed March 29 at 6:15 p.m. in Cai-
ro and charged with third-degree 
menacing, a class B misdemeanor. 
She was released on her own re-
cognizance.

■ Kelsey Rodriguez, 22, of 
Troy, was arrested March 29 at 
6:15 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with third-degree menacing, a 
class B misdemeanor. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance.

■ Michael Ballou, 25, of 
Catskill, was arrested March 29 
at 9:44 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content over 
0.08% and driving while intoxicat-
ed, both unclassified misdemean-
ors. He was released to a third 
party.

■ Sean Randel, 29, of 
Craryville, was arrested March 
29 at 1 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with fourth-degree grand larceny, a 
class E felony. He was held.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
5 Palisades Dr. Ste.320  |  Albany, NY 12205

Not all financial companies are the same.
Ameriprise financial advisors have access to a wide selection of products 

and services including investment products, insurance, brokerage services 
and other solutions to help you meet your needs for education savings, 

protection, estate planning, retirement and more.

RECOGNIZED INDUSTRY LEADER

www.Ameripriseadvisors.com/team/sm-miller-associates/resources
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UNITED
WITH YOU

During these challenging 
times, you can rely on your 
newspaper to provide 
details about any resources 
that may be available 
to assist those who are 
vulnerable and in-need.

Together we help one another.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
5 Palisades Dr. Ste.320  |  Albany, NY 12205

Not all financial companies are the same.
Ameriprise financial advisors have access to a wide selection of products 
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RECOGNIZED INDUSTRY LEADER

www.Ameripriseadvisors.com/team/sm-miller-associates/resources

O: 518.458.7200 x 109  |  F: 518.458.7201  |  M: 518.337.0898

UNITED
WITH YOU

During these challenging 
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vulnerable and in-need.

Together we help one another.

Send us your church listing!
news@greenville 

pioneer.com

 
    
ASBURY UNITED METHODIST 
              CHURCH 
 
           Rev. Dale Ashby, Pastor 
     5830 State Rte. 81, Greenville NY 12083  
                             518-966-4181                                                                                                                                       
        secretary.asburyumcny@gmail.com 

 
Holy Week Services 

Palm Sunday 9:00 am 
Holy Thursday Communion – 7:00 pm    Good Friday – 7:00 pm 

Easter Sunrise – 6:30 am – Picnic Area or Carney Center 
Easter Breakfast – 7:00-9:00 am – Carney Center 

Easter Communion – 9:00 am - Sanctuary 
All services follow Covid-19 guidelines.  

Services will be live-streamed & also recorded to 
our YouTube channel – asburyumcgreenvilleny each week. 

Important information is posted on our website,  
www.asburyumc-greenvilleny.com and our Facebook 

page, @asburyumc.greenville.ny as it becomes available. 

CAIRO — Join the Rotary Clubs from Catskill, Cairo, Coxsack-
ie-Athens, Greenville and Windham for an informational get-together 
to learn more about what Rotary does in local communities.  

The free event, open to all, will be held at Angel’s Pizza and 
Restaurant at 4318 State Route 23, Cairo, NY 12413, from 6-8 p.m. on 
Wednesday, April 13.  

Small bites and beverages will be provided. Email greenvillenyro-
taryclub@gmail.com for more information or to RSVP.

Rotary is a global network of 1.4 million neighbors, friends, lead-
ers, and problem-solvers who see a world where people unite and take 
action to create lasting change – across the globe, in communities, and 
in ourselves. The Rotary motto is “Service Above Self.”

Greene County Rotary Clubs meet in a variety of settings and times, 
including lunch meetings, formal dinner meetings, cocktail meetings 
and on Zoom.  

At this event, attendees can learn what the club in their community 
does for service and fellowship. All five clubs are planning to attend.

Greene County 
Rotary Clubs hold 

info session
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Jan’s 
Country Cuts

Walk-Ins Welcome
Call for an appointment

(518) 966-8349

4841 NY-81 Greenville, NY
WED - SAT: OPEN 9:30AM-5PM • SUN - TUE: CLOSED

unvaccinated individuals must wear a mask

BOOTH RENTERS CAN APPLY!

Carver Companies fundamental belief has been to provide 
unparalleled service all while maintaining our values of honesty 
and integrity both on land and sea. We pride ourselves on our 
unmatched logistics services and superior products to our 
customers, partners and tenants. We work hard to inspire our 
diverse, well-rounded workforce and management team to always 
perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism.

CONSTRUCTION MARITIME MATERIALS

The Pioneer of Integrative 
Solutions on Land and Sea

HEADQUARTERS: 494 WESTERN TURNPIKE | ALTAMONT, NY |  518.355.6034

WWW.CARVERCOMPANIES.COM

30+ Years
IN THE INDUSTRY

5 Ports
on the East Coast and Canada

2,000+ Pcs
OF EQUIPMENT

34 Hope Plaza, 
West Coxsackie, NY 12192

518-731-4800

TWO LOCATIONS:
4852 Route 81, 

Greenville, NY 12083

518-966-4800

Voted The Best Pharmacy in 
Greene County For Two Years Running. 

This award ceremony is put on by Greene County Chamber 
of Commerce and voted on by Greene County residents.

MEDICATION SERVICES
• Prescription Refills and Transfers
• Home Delivery
• Compounding
• Compounding for Pets
• Durable Medical Equipment
• Erectile Dysfunction Medication
• Immunizations
• Medication Adherence
• Medication Synchronization
• Medication Therapy Management
• Prescriptions for Pets
• Supplies for Physician offices

OVER THE COUNTER
• Pain Medication
• Cold and Allergy Medication
• Vitamins and Supplements
• Oral Health Products
• Feminine Hygiene Products
• First Aid Items
• Cosmetics
• School and Office Supplies
• Infant Care
• Hair Care
• Shower and Bath Items
• Sunscreen and Bug Spray

CARDS & GIFTS
• Home Decor
• Greeting Cards
• Special Occasion Items
• Seasonal Gifts
• Kid’s Toys
• Candles
• Gift Cards
• Scarves, Purses and Tote Bags

CAIRO – The Cairo-Durham 
Mustang Pride Hall of Fame 
Committee is proud to an-
nounce the 4th Induction Class 

to the Mustang Pride Hall of 
Fame. 

Congratulations to: Hugh 
“Lucky” Gallagher, William 

“Buz” Getzke, Harry Lennon, 
Rudolph Keith Phillips and 
Richard Uzzilia. 

The Mustang Pride Hall of 
Fame induction ceremony will 
be held on Saturday, May 7, at 
the Shamrock House starting 
at 5 p.m. (2388 NY-145, East 
Durham). 

To purchase tickets to the 
dinner and ceremony, contact 
Cathie Petronio in the Cai-
ro-Durham High School Main 
Office at 518-622-8453 or 
cpetronio@cavirodurham.org. 
The cost for each ticket is $35 
and includes the ceremony and 
dinner. 

Checks should be made out 
to the Cairo-Durham Founda-
tion and sent to Cairo-Durham 
High School, P.O. Box 598, 
Cairo, NY 12413 (Attn: Hall of 
Fame). Tickets will not be sold 
at the door and should be or-
dered by April 22.

If you have questions, please 
contact Cathie Petronio in the 
CDHS Main Office at 518-622-
8543 or Jeremy Moore, CDHS 
principal, at jmoore@cairodur-
ham.org.

The Cairo-Durham Founda-
tion will also host a golf tour-
nament on Sunday, June 12, at 
Blackhead Mountain Lodge & 
Country Club to help fundraise 
for the foundation. More infor-
mation to follow.

C-D announces Mustang Pride Hall 
of Fame inductees
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By John Grimaldi
For Capital Region Independent Media

WASHINGTON, D.C. – There are those 
out there — men and women alike — who 
dye their hair when it starts to turn gray. It 
makes them look younger. But among the 
trendy younger set, a gray, white or salt-
and-pepper look is in style, according to 
Rebecca Weber, CEO of the Association of 
Mature American Citizens.

Weber cites the publication Hairstyles 
Weekly, which notes that, “gray hair has 
been shunned and touted as ‘old people’ 
hair color. But in this year [2022], the hair 
world is shaking things up a bit and making 
gray the star of the show!” 

Not only are more older Americans 
embracing the natural look of aging, but 
younger women – and men – are adopting 
the look using new hair dyes such as Clai-
rol’s Professional Pure White Hair Devel-
opers for Lightening & Gray Coverage. 

Market-researchers have found that 
more men between the ages of 50 to 64 — 
11% — are dying their hair more than ever 
before for a variety of reasons. For one 
thing, a majority of women say they fi nd 
men with gray hair more attractive and that 
it can give a man an “air of authority,” not 
to mention the fact that “gray hair is gener-
ally associated with competence, fi nancial 
security and coolness,” according to the 
hair experts at Schwarzkopf International. 

 A Wikipedia report traces the granny 
hair trend “to fashion designer Jean-Paul 
Gaultier, whose Autumn/Winter 2011 
show featured models in grey Beehives.  
In Spring 2015, his catwalk show at Par-
is Fashion Week [featured] silver haired 
models as did the shows of other fashion 
designers Chanel and Gareth Pugh.” 

It is true that health problems can ac-
celerate the graying process and that stress 
can cause your hair to shed and grow back 

grayish in color instead of your natural col-
or. However, the experts at WebMD say 
that while “you might blame your stressful 
job or your unruly teens for your grays … 
it’s mostly your genes that dictate how ear-
ly and how quickly it happens. So if either 
of your parents had a full head of gray hair 
in their 30s, there’s a good chance you will, 
too.” 

According to MedlinePlus, the color of 
your hair “is determined by the amount of 
a pigment called melanin in hair.  An abun-
dance of one type of melanin, called eu-
melanin, gives people black or brown hair.  
An abundance of another pigment, called 
pheomelanin, gives people red hair.” 

Hydrogen peroxide is an oxygen-based 
bleach that is sometimes used to bleach 
hair. And guess what, hair cells actually 
and naturally produce their own hydrogen 
peroxide and the older you get the more of 
it is produced. Researchers believe that the 

hydrogen peroxide that our bodies produce 
is what turns our hair gray and then white. 

Trendy as the graying of America might 
be, there are still those who hope and pray 
that science will come up with a way for 
them to retain the youthful color of their 
hair or a way to reverse the graying pro-
cess. Fear not. The Scientifi c American 
reports that research has emerged show-
ing that there may be a way to do just that. 
The publication quotes Matt Kaeberlein, a 
biogerontologist at the University of Wash-
ington, who says there is convincing evi-
dence that on a hair-by-hair basis graying 
is actually reversible.

“What we’re learning is that, not just in 
hair but in a variety of tissues, the biolog-
ical changes that happen with age are, in 
many cases, reversible,” Kaeberlein said.

John Grimaldi is an editorial contribu-
tor for the Association of Mature American 
Citizens.

The graying of America: A trend to ‘dye’ for

www.facebook.
com/Greenville

Pioneer
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By Aaron Clause
For Capital Region Independent Media

I was honored the last time I substituted for my esteemed 
friend and regular Soft Paws columnist Charlene Marchand, 
and I wish to thank all of you who shared such kind words with 
me regarding that column. Charlene asked me to write another, 
this time from a little different perspective than before.

Along with working at the Columbia-Greene Humane So-
ciety/SPCA for the past 10 years, I was also privileged in 2010 
to be hired by Catskill Town Supervisor (now Greene County 
Treasurer) Peter Markou and begin working for my beloved 
town of Catskill as their dog control offi cer (DCO). 

I am glad to say that the town and I were mutually happy 
with the arrangement, and I was proud to serve my community 
in this position. This job situation was very unique to me, get-
ting a chance to see stray dogs at every stage of the legal cycle 
they have to go through in New York state.

While I did receive calls on occasion regarding town code 
enforcement issues (i.e. incessant barking, dog bite victims, 
neighborhood defecation, etc.), the vast, VAST majority of 
calls I handled were people who had found lost dogs. That be-
ing said, I want to share with you some very important aspects 
as to what happens with these lost dogs and how we – as a 
community – should be handling these cases.

I was fortunate to be able to return a number of dogs I col-
lected to the owners. These lucky dogs were either called in as 
lost by the owner immediately upon them becoming aware that 
their dog was missing, or they were wearing a tag. 

Let me go on the record now in saying that a caring owner 
would do absolutely nothing less than both of these things for 
their missing companion. 

The reasons for which it is important that a dog wears a 
tag are obvious: A) It is state law that a dog has a license and a 
tag that proves it on their collar every time it is outside a house 
(no matter how frivolous anyone feels this law is); B) The tag 
gives a dog control offi cer the information they need to know 
who the animal belongs to so they can return it to the owner; 
and C) This may be very important to you one day if you are 
ever bitten by a loose dog: if that dog has no tag and it cannot 
be traced to an owner, you have to be vaccinated for possible 
rabies exposure. DCOs can fi nd out if a licensed dog is up-to-
date on its shots almost immediately. 

All this to say – license your dog! 
I would even put a secondary tag on with your personal 

information on it. Licensing and tagging is the law. You may 
be happy you did the day your dog goes missing, and your lo-
cal dog control offi cer returns him a-wagging to your doorstep 
instead of a-frightened to the unfamiliar cement fl oor of the 
local pound! 

Also, do not forget the importance of notifying the author-
ities that your dog is missing. I have had a lot of owners who 
complained that they “didn’t know who to call.” Now you do 
– call the police (and any other agency that serves your area), 
the facility where your town’s stray dogs are housed, and (not 
“or”) your dog control offi cer. All three, that is.

More to come on this next column!
Feel free to call us with any questions at 518-828-6044 or 

visit our website at www.cghs.org. Our food bank is open to 
any from the public in need of pet food or for those wishing to 
donate food from 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. daily. Aaron Clause 
is an administrative assistant at the Columbia-Greene Humane 
Society/SPCA. He may be contacted at cghsaaron@gmail.
com.

When Fido 
goes missing
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By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — The town 
is establishing a new committee 
looking at what areas of Greenville 
should be designated scenic views-
heds worthy of protection from de-
velopment.

The town board is seeking res-
idents to join a Scenic Viewshed 
Committee that will defi ne and 
identify areas and views the com-
munity would like to preserve.

The issue came up during the 
board’s review of recommended 
changes by the planning board to 
the existing solar project law.

“In the process of going through 
one of the solar projects, we defi -
nitely encountered that there was 
some real vagueness and some lack 
of clerical organization in under-
standing what in town is seen as a 
viewshed,” planning board member 
William Bardel said at Monday’s 
meeting of the town council. “In the 
planning board report there is a rec-
ommendation that there be a Scenic 
Viewshed Committee established 
to do a comprehensive review of 
scenic destinations in town. It’s 
not specifi c to addressing solar — 
it’s more a matter of there needs to 
be a review in general, just to see 
what has been identifi ed as scenic 
in town.”

Town Supervisor Paul Macko 
said a defi ned viewshed — and 
what would and would not be al-
lowed — would be helpful for 
many types of projects.

“It can be used to address any 
project that comes up in that area,” 
Macko said. “It can be because of 

historic structures in the area.”
The viewshed has come up in 

reviewing solar projects, but would 
also make the issue more clear for 
all kinds of applicants.

“The reason for doing so is to 
make the application process more 
transparent and clear for the appli-
cant upfront and make sure there is 
less ‘he said, she said’ kind of thing, 
where they discover it halfway 
down the road,” Bardel said.

Town Councilman Travis Rich-
ards agreed it would be helpful to 
defi ne and determine what is in-
cluded in a designated “viewshed.”

“’Scenic viewshed,’ those two 
words, without more of an in-depth 
look at what it actually is — that is 
pretty subjective,” Richards said.

Planning board chairman Don 
Teator said the board suggests set-
ting up a committee, but that re-
sponses will vary greatly.

“The planning board is recom-
mending that the town board set up 
a committee to designate viewsheds 
that would be used in any laws that 
require some looking at the views 
and how you decide to do that,” 
Teator said. “The planning board is 
willing to help out, but I think that if 
you ask fi ve people in the town of 
Greenville what the viewsheds are, 
you are going to get a lot of differ-
ent answers.”

Town Councilman Joel Rauf 
agreed area residents should be in-
cluded in the process.

“We should defi nitely ask for 
residents’ opinions,” Rauf said. “I 
think the unanimous view will be 
‘not in my backyard,’ but you’ve 
got to ask a broad section of the 

community.”
Town Councilman Richard 

Bear agreed. 
“If anybody stands in their 

backyard and looks out towards the 
mountains, they would say, ‘I don’t 
want it’ (a development project). I 
don’t want something that is going 
to block my view,” Bear said.

Macko asked Town Assessor 
Gordon Bennett what the impact 
on sale price could be for a property 
that is within a scenic viewshed.

Views can impact how much a 
home sells for, Bennett said.

“Two houses, identical in ev-
ery respect and one of them has 
an amazing view and one is just a 
regular rural view, especially in the 
market that we have now where it’s 
primarily people not from Green-
ville buying houses — that’s what 
they are looking for,” Bennett said. 
“Those stellar views that we have 
in Greenville and in Greene County 
mean money at the end of the day.”

Two areas in Greenville were 
designated by the state years ago as 
protected viewsheds, Macko said.

“One of them is up off Plattekill 
Road, that area on top of the hill, and 
East Red Mill Road off Route 32,” 
the town supervisor said. “Those 
are the two areas that we know 
about right now and they were des-
ignated by New York state.”

There was a similar committee 
established by the town in the late 
1960s and early 1970s that looked 
at scenic viewsheds, Macko added.

Anyone interested in serving on 
the Scenic Viewshed Committee 
should call the town offi ces at 518-
966-5055.  

Committee to designate 
scenic viewsheds in Greenville

FILE PHOTO    
The town is seeking members to join a newly formed Scenic Viewshed Committee.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Brooke is a 6-year-old Domestic Medium Hair pictured with 
CGHS Adoption Counselor Jenny Carollo. Brooke initially came 
to us as a stray and is still searching for her forever home. She 
has been adopted out before, but unfortunately was returned 
recently due to no fault of her own. She is an absolute lovebug 
with people, but she prefers to be the only cat in the home. She 
enjoys sunbathing on our cat towers and snuggling with our 
staff members! If you are interested in adopting Brooke, stop by 
the shelter to fill out an application or visit our website at www.
cghs.org. 

HUDSON – Pediatricians at 
Columbia Memorial Health (CMH) 
pediatric practices located in Hud-
son, Catskill and Valatie have joined 
the “Prescription for Play” initiative 
designed to promote the positive 
impact of play on the physical and 
psychological wellness of children.

The national program is spon-
sored by toymaker LEGO, which is 
providing free block sets and asso-
ciated materials.

“There is a great deal of val-
ue in playtime that’s healthy not 
only for the child but also for the 

caregiver adult who spends time 
playing with the child,” said CMH 
pediatrician Dr. Maria Covington. 
“We’ve joined this national initia-
tive to shine a light on the critical 
importance of attending to the well-
ness needs of children, which be-
gins with regular well-child visits to 
their pediatrician.”

The importance of play for sup-
porting the healthy cognitive, phys-
ical, social, creative and emotional 
development of children is well es-
tablished. In particular, for children 
living in poverty and experiencing 

forms of traumatic stress, play may 
offer even more signifi cant lifelong 
benefi ts. 

Research also shows that inter-
ventions that educate caregivers on 
the importance of play for healthy 
development have shown promise 
in increasing the likelihood that 
caregivers will engage in play with 
their child.

To schedule a well-child visit or 
for other pediatric care needs, call 
CMH Pediatrics at: Hudson 518-
828-4125; Catskill 518-943-2557; 
or Valatie 518-392-2277.

CMH pediatricians join 
‘Prescription for Play’

Cartaway, LLC is located in Glenmont, NY
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New York State Department of En-
vironmental Conservation (DEC) Com-
missioner Basil Seggos has announced 
the upcoming start of the spring trout 
fi shing season, which provides excellent 
angling opportunities statewide thanks 
to the state’s extensive stocking program 
and considerable number of wild trout 
fi sheries. 

DEC’s spring trout stocking begins 
in March and runs through early June, 
and includes more than 1.8 million trout 
stocked in waters statewide.

“Fishing in New York state is a highly 
anticipated, world-class experience that 
brings seasoned and amateur anglers to 
our waters in every corner of the state 
every spring,” Seggos said. “DEC’s ex-
tensive fi sh stocking efforts throughout 
the state are certain to complement our 
existing healthy fi sheries and make the 
upcoming harvest season a success.”

For decades, April 1 was the tradition-
al “opening day” of trout fi shing season. 
This year, the date marked the opening 
of the harvest season for trout because 
year-round fi shing was made available 
on most streams with the implementa-
tion of an Oct. 16 - March 31 artifi cial 
lures-only catch-and-release season.

DEC stocking trucks have been hit-
ting the roadways stocking 1,872,105 
catchable brown, rainbow and brook 
trout stocked in ponds and streams across 
the state this spring. Stocked-Extended 
streams (listed in the Trout Streams sec-

tion of the regulations guide) will receive 
fi sh every other week for two months to 
enhance season-long opportunities for 
angler success. 

Most streams will also receive a seed-
ing of larger stocked trout. Spring trout 
stocking lists, including the week of 
stocking for trout streams, can be found 
at DEC’s website. Additionally, DEC 

recognizes some fi sheries rely on stocked 
fi sh to reach a certain size before they 
can be harvested. Visit DEC’s website to 
fi nd locations where these put-grow-and-
take stockings of brook trout, lake trout, 
and Atlantic salmon take place.

NEW FISHING REGULATIONS
DEC recently announced the adoption 

of new freshwater fi shing regulations 
that will take effect April 1. 

Following a public comment period 
on draft proposals earlier this year, the 
new regulations refl ect the input and sup-
port of the angling community in DEC’s 
efforts to make fi shing New York’s wa-
ters less complicated. 

Of particular interest to trout anglers 
is a new statewide regulation for rainbow 
trout, brown trout and splake. The reg-
ulation creates consistency with inland 
trout regulations and expands opportu-
nities for year-round fi shing. A complete 
compilation of changes and an assess-
ment of public comment associated with 
the rulemaking can be found at DEC’s 
website at dec.ny.gov.

The new guide with recently adopt-
ed regulations changes is posted on the 
DEC website. Hard copies of the guide 
are currently being produced and guides 
are anticipated to be available at License 
Issuing Agents by the second week of 
April. Hard copies can also be requested 
by emailing FWFish@dec.ny.gov. 

In 2021, DEC removed advertise-
ments and articles from the annual fi sh-
ing regulations guide to make it easier to 
use. This approach and larger print size 
continues this year, along with more im-
provements to facilitate fi nding regula-
tions. Measuring 5 ½ x 8 ½ inches, the 
new guide allows anglers to keep a copy 
in their glovebox or tacklebox.

DEC: April 1 marked end of catch-and-release-only for trout fishing

COURTESY OF DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION    
Waterways are being stocked with trout statewide to make for a productive fishing season this 
year.

HUDSON – Columbia Me-
morial Health (CMH) recently 
announced the in-person return 
of its 34th Annual Ball, the pre-
mier event of the Columbia Me-
morial Health Foundation. 

The Ball will be held at The 
Barn at Locust Hill in Ghent on 
June 4, beginning at 6 p.m. 

The event will honor long-
time and beloved CMH ortho-
pedic surgeon and medical staff 
leader Dr. Louis DiGiovanni.

“We are very excited to 
once again spend time in-per-
son with so many of our great 
friends and generous support-
ers,” said Anne Schomaker, 
chair of the Columbia Memo-
rial Health Foundation. “The 
Ball is a wonderful opportunity 
for all of us to reconnect and 
reflect on the challenging times 
behind us, while providing the 
support necessary for CMH to 
meet any challenges that may 

lay in the road ahead. We are 
so very grateful to all of our 
supporters and offer our most 
profound thanks to our spon-
sors for making the Ball pos-
sible each year.”    Columbia 
Memorial Health President and 
CEO Jay P. Cahalan said: “The 
Annual Ball is a special event, 
and it means a great deal to all 
of us to be back in-person with 
our friends and supporters, es-
pecially as we join to honor our 

good friend and colleague, Dr. 
Lou DiGiovanni.”  

Columbia Memorial Health 
offered special thanks to the 
2022 Annual Ball host, the 
Kneller family. 

To attend the Ball or to learn 
more, visit: www.givecmh.org/
events or contact Barbara Klas-
sen at bklassen@cmh-net.org.Dr. Louis DiGiovanni

CMH’s 34th annual ball honors surgeon, 
medical staff leader
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     you up to 30% on your 
     utility bills’
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C 
     & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support 
     unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest 
     Greenest technology 
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• Rebates available on 
     select systems
• Both York and Trio have 
     quiet, effi cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency 
     Service
• Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry 
     and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable 
     and courteous drivers
• Clean and Effi cient 
     High-Grade Heating Oil

Formula for success 
is very simple!  

Low Prices + Quality Fuel Oil
+ Great Service = 

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!

Facebook.com/CAAlbrights • Convenient Online Bill Pay

AUTO & TIRE SERVICE
• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, Shocks, 
    Transmission, Diagnostics
• Fire� ghters “Thank You” discount — 
   10% o�  auto service

AUTO & 
TIRE SERVICE

Proudly Serving Our Community For Four Generations

518-756-3127
(Fax) 518-756-2900
info@CA-Albright.com 
www.ca-albright.com

GARAGE LOCATION: 

13640 Route 9W 
(Corner of 9W & 144) 

Hannacroix, NY 12087

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm • Saturday: 8am - Noon

• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, 
     Shocks, Transmision, 
     Diagnostics
• Firefi ghters “Thank You” 
     discount — 10% off 
     auto service

Buy 4 Continental
or General Tires

Get FREE Rotation
for ONE YEAR when 
you come in for an 

Oil Change

HEATING 
&  COOLING 

SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-
     effi cient systems can save 
     you up to 30% on your 
     utility bills’
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C 
     & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support 
     unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest 
     Greenest technology 
     available
• Rebates available on 
     select systems
• Both York and Trio have 
     quiet, effi cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency 
     Service
• Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry 
     and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable 
     and courteous drivers
• Clean and Effi cient 
     High-Grade Heating Oil

Formula for success 
is very simple!  

Low Prices + Quality Fuel Oil
+ Great Service = 

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!

Facebook.com/CAAlbrights • Convenient Online Bill Pay

WE ACCEPT

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

Infrared 
FIT Bodywrap® 

Benefits can include weight loss, 
cellulite reduction, pain relief, 
relaxation, skin rejuvenation, 

and detoxification!

Tanning
One Month Package

Tanning made 
easy and hassle-free. 

We have both a 
tanning bed and a booth.

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

(518) 731-2559

Salon 255 LTD is a state of the art salon offering a full menu of services 
in a warm and luxurious atmosphere. Our professional, friendly staff 
are trained in the latest trends and are always advancing their 
education. In an industry that is forever changing, it is our priority to 
always provide a superior experience!

With a variety of offerings and services to choose from, we’re sure you 
will be happy working with us. We are looking forward to working with 
you and helping you look fabulous!

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10am-6pm
SATURDAY 9am-2pm
SUNDAY Closed
MONDAY Closed

You look fabulous!
SALON 255 LTD

salon255ltd.com

255 Mansion Street
Coxsackie, NY

Specials

“Journalism keeps you planted in the earth.”

#SupportRealNews

- Ray Bradbury

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

COXSACKIE — A stop-
work order has been issued by 
the village of Coxsackie on 
the hotel and event center con-
struction project on South River 
Street.

The village board released a 
statement March 27 indicating 
that the building permit issued 
by the village last year has ex-
pired and there are components 
of the project that “are not in 
compliance with the village 
code and/or the planning board 
approved site plan,” according 
to the statement.

The height of the hotel build-
ing does not conform with the 
original site plan, according to 

the village board.
“In consultation with our 

village attorney and compliance 
with the law, the code enforce-
ment offi cer has issued a stop-
work order,” according to the 
statement. “A stop work order 
means no work can be done un-
til a new building permit is ap-
plied for and issued.”

The multi-million-dollar 
project includes construction 
of a boutique hotel called The 
Newbury and an event center 
dubbed The Wire, the site of 
the former Becker Electronics 
building.

An updated site plan will 
need to be submitted to the 
planning board for the project 
to move forward, which will in-

clude addressing aspects of the 
project that are not in compli-
ance with village code, accord-
ing to the village board’s state-
ment.

Developer Aaron Flach said 
he would work with the village 
moving forward.

“While we believe the vil-
lage Building Department was 
provided everything required of 
the project, we will be working 
with the Village Board and oth-
ers to ensure full compliance,” 
Flach said. “We have completed 
many successful restoration and 
building projects in the area and 
will continue to make the com-
munity proud.”

Flach pointed to the econom-
ic benefi ts of the project.

“We look forward to bring-
ing this redevelopment of for-
merly empty buildings to com-
pletion with its associated 50+ 
construction jobs, 38+ full-time 
jobs and its expanded oppor-
tunities for families to enjoy 
dining, events and overnight ac-
commodations at our stunning 
waterfront location,” Flach said.

The Newbury is slated to be 
a 40-room boutique hotel and 
The Wire, located behind the 
hotel, overlooks the Hudson 
River and would be rented out 
for weddings, corporate events, 
large meetings and other gath-

erings. 
Both buildings were vacant 

for years before Flach pur-
chased them. Renovations to 
the two buildings, Phase 1 of a 
multi-year construction project 
in downtown Coxsackie, were 
projected to cost just over $10 
million. The project was award-
ed $2 million by the state’s Re-
gional Economic Development 
Council to support a portion of 
the cost of renovating the two 
buildings.

The project will go back to 
the planning board before a new 
building permit is issued and 
the stop-work order is lifted, ac-
cording to the village board.

Coxsackie 
construction 

project halted MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA
Construction on The Newbury Hotel project in downtown Coxsackie was halted due to an expired building permit and 
alleged noncompliance in the height of the building.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
An artist’s rendering of the completed building, posted outside the construc-
tion project on South River Street.

Gary Lee Smith of was born in Caribou 
Maine on April 7th, 1936 to parents Doris 
and Albert Smith, and peacefully passed 
away on March 27th, surrounded by loving 
family. Gary grew up on the family farm 
on Fort Fairfield Rd, and continued the 
family legacy, taking over his father’s farm 
and growing Maine Potatoes for several 
decades. 

Gary met his beloved wife Marjorie in high 
school. They were soon married and had 
two children together, and were never 
far from one another again, always a pair 
enjoying life together. They could often be 
found traveling to visit with family, enjoying 
Pier Fries, or watching the Red Sox. 

Gary was active in his family and 
community, supporting the Lions Club and farming communities in and 
around Caribou. He gained infamy for his famous baked bean-hole bean 
recipe and whip of a sense of humor. He was the life of any room he 
walked into, either (both?) for the joke he was about to tell or food he 
brought with him. 

Gary retired from farming and moved away from The County to be closer 
to his grandchildren, who lovingly called him Gug. He started working with 
the Red Cross, supporting blood donation services across the Northeast 
for over a decade. Gary’s love of food and people soon collided as he 
started Smitty’s Hot Dog Cart, selling dogs and sodas in the Old Port of 
Portland, Maine. On the sidewalk in front of DiMillo’s, Gary turned tourists 
into friends, often supported the homeless and enjoyed every second of 
feeding people and enjoying good company. 

When Gary’s son Kevin decided to open Ravena Shop n’ Save, Gary 
moved to Ravena and helped to get the store open. He stayed living and 
working in Ravena for 10 years and could often be seen walking around 
the store pushing his shopping cart, delivering sweets to the Senior Center 
or slipping a candy bar to a kid. 

Gary finally fully retired from working in 2015 at the age of 79. He moved to 
Old Orchard Beach in Maine where he was only 2 blocks from his beloved 
pier fries.  

Gary loved Boston sports. he was an avid fan of the Celtic’s Larry Bird 
and the Boston Red Sox. Standing 6’ 2” he was a spectacular basketball 
player himself, playing in championship games for Maine Central Institute 
at the Boston Garden, and eventually passed his love of the game onto 
his grandson. 

Above all, Gary loved his family and friends. A lively and joyful spirit, Gary will 
be most missed for his jovial presence and mischievous nature. A merciless 
prankster, all who knew him had a story or two to share. He leaves behind 
tall tales, most of which are true, and many of which should be. 

He lives on in our generosity toward others, kindness in making a friend, 
and good hearted pranks that will leave you chuckling for a lifetime and 
commitment to loving and supporting family. 

Gary is predeceased by his parents, Doris and Albert Smith, and his brother 
Jerry Smith. He is survived by his beloved wife Marjorie Nelson Smith, brother 
Ronald Smith, sister Sue Smith, son Kevin and his wife Cheryl Smith, daughter 
Sare Smith, grandchildren Morgan Albair, Kyle Smith and his wife Lauren 
Smith, Lindsey Smith DeMarrais and her husband Quinn DeMarrais, Riley 
Albair and her husband Ben Jones, and two beloved great-grandsons, 
Galen Smith and Sam Jones.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Gary Lee Smith
4/7/36 - 3/27/22

local news
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Visit Us Now:
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

By Mark Kane
For Capital Region Independent Media

With rain washing out the 
last two Short Track Super Series 
events, Georgetown Speedway and 
then again Saturday night at Se-
linsgrove Speedway, all eyes now 
turned to Port Royal Speedway on 
Sunday.  

With heavy rain hitting the area 
on Saturday, Brett Deyo pulled the 
plug early for Selinsgrove, as did 
the promoter of Port Royal, who 
had scheduled 410 Sprints, ULMS 
Late Models and Limited Late 
Models. With the cancellation of 
Saturday’s event at Port Royal, the 
410 Sprints were added to Sunday’s 
card. 

As a race fan how could you go 
wrong with STSS Modifieds, 410 
Sprints, and Late Models all on the 
same day? With a light mist in the 
air that turned to a light rain, the 
Port Royal track crew needed to be 
commended for the great track con-
dition and keeping the 1/2-mile red 
clay, high banked oval smooth and 
fast throughout the day from the 
drop of the first green flag until the 
final checker flag.  

The historic Pennsylvania oval 
was opened in 1938 and over the 
years has sure lived up to its nick-
name, “The Speed Palace,” as she 
sure is fast and a first-class facility.

SHORT TRACK  
SUPER SERIES

A fine field of 49 Short Track 
Super Series teams made their way 
to the pits looking for the $5,000 
winners’ share of the purse and 
those all-important South points 
that went along with it.

The field consisted of the best 
in the business from up and down 
the East Coast and each of the five 
heats taking four to the feature were 
filled with track champions and 
future champions, as were the two 
consi events that took four cars out 
of each event.   

For the veteran fans like myself, 
it was great to see “The Doctor” 
Danny Johnson, “The Sensation-
al One” Jimmy Horton, and Frank 
Cozze still out there putting on a 
show for the fans against the young-
er generation and making their way 
into the 32-car starting field through 
their heats.  

Picking up heat wins were Mike 
Mahaney, Mike Gular, Danny John-
son, Ryan Godown, and Stewart 
Friesen fresh off a sixth-place finish 
in the NASCAR Trucks at Atlanta 
Motor Speedway. The two consi 
events were won by future star of 
the Modifieds, 17-year-old Alex 
Yankowski, and veteran Duane 
Howard.

SPEED SHOWCASE STSS
The starting grid was now set for 

the Speed Showcase 40-lap STSS 
feature and what a race it was that 
came right down to a last lap pass.  

At the drop of the green after 
showing speed after winning heat 
two was Mike Gular’s 2A with 
Jimmy Horton and Jared Umben-
haur in tow as third-starting Stew-

art Friesen fell back to fifth as the 
caution was out early on lap 1 for 
second generation driver David Van 
Horn with mechanical woes.  

Once back to green, Gular re-
mained the leader with Horton sec-
ond and Mike Mahaney working 
his way to third. It did not take long 
for the action to heat up as Umben-
haur, Friesen, Mat Williamson and 
Ryan Godown were racing hard 
behind the leaders with Matt Shep-
pard, who started 11th, and Mike 
Maresca the 12th place starter were 
on the move just outside the top 5 
and putting on a charge.  

With 5 laps in the books, Gu-
lar continued to lead with Horton 
still running a strong second, with 
Friesen working his way into fourth 
then worked his way around Ma-
haney for third as the caution was 
out and the fine ride for Horton was 
over slowing in turn 2 tightening up 
the field. 

Back to green Gular once again 
was the leader, with Mahaney 
and Friesen all over his rear deck 
and looking for racing room with 
Friesen getting the second spot and 
now had his sights set on Gular as 
once again the racing was hot and 
heavy behind the leaders. 

Finding the outside to his liking, 
Friesen powered his way to the lead 
one lap later with Gular, Mahaney 
and Godown now in fourth and 
Umbenhaur still holding his own in 
the top 5. The 44 of Friesen start-
ed to put distance between his rear 
bumper and the rest of the field as 
the 26 of Godown worked his way 

around the 35 of Mahaney and start-
ed to work on Gular for second.  

A great battle between Gular 
and Godown found Godown get-
ting the spot and was now the new 
second place car as Sheppard was 
continuing his march to the front. 
Continuing to set a torrid pace out 
front and pulling away, Friesen at 
this point was the class of the field 
after showing how fast he was win-
ning his heat race after starting on 
the last row and finding the high 
side and quickly moving to the 
front. 

No matter where you looked on 
the track they were racing hard for 
position. The great run for Umben-
haur and his 88C would come to an 
end on lap 15 as he slowed with a 
flat and the race took another turn 
as Friesen slowed under caution 
and was pushed to the pits, ending 
his day and handing the lead over 
to Godown with Gular, Mahaney, 
Williamson and Sheppard now in 
the top 5. 

Once back to green, Gular 
would grab the lead in turns one 
and two showing the power of the 
2A machine only to have Godown 
fight right back to lead the lap. Be-
hind the leaders they were racing 
hard inside the top 7 as Maresca and 
Danny Johnson had joined into the 
fierce battle. It was now Maresca 
who was starting to turn things up 
and worked himself into the top 5 
and was not done yet. 

With 20 down and 20 to go, 
Godown was still holding down 
the lead, but Gular was right there 

waiting to pounce as Maresca had 
worked his way to third from 12th, 
with Mahaney and Williamson 
holding down the top 5. On the 
move was Matt Stangle, who had 
to take a provisional starting spot 
to start 32nd and had moved to the 
top 10. 

As tight as it had been up-
front, things heated up once again 
with Gular making a bid for the 
lead, making the pass only to have 
Godown fire right back to once 
again claim the spot with Maresca 
having the best seat in the house, 
watching the battle between the top 
two. Again Gular would challenge 
the leader and once again there 
was a new leader as Gular had put 
the potent 2A back to the front and 
started to put real estate between 
himself and a determined Godown. 

A quick series of yellows as 
David Schilling slowed and then 
Billy Pauch Jr. and Danny Creed-
en brought out yellows for flat 
tires that kept the field tight and 
kept Godown all over the rear deck 
of Gular as Williamson had now 
worked his way around Mahaney 
and Sheppard and into fourth.

Once back to racing with Gular 
still the leader, Godown was now 
right there looking for back-to-back 
wins on the STSS as he had picked 
up the last STSS win down at the 
Cherokee Speedway and was ap-
plying heavy pressure to the leader. 

It was 39 down and one to go, 
going into turn one Gular had the 
lead as Godown, who had been 
testing the waters on the high side, 
went to the top and powered his 
way to the lead and on to pick up 

the win and the $5,000 to win in an-
other great race on the Short Track 
Super Series.

Following Godown to the 
win was Gular, Maresca, Wil-
liamson and Sheppard. With the 
win Godown will go into the next 
event that will be held April 2 at the 
“House of Power,” Orange Coun-
ty Fair Speedway, for the 50-lap 
$25,000 to win Hard Clay Open, 
looking for three in a row.

‘SPEED SHOWCASE’  
RESULTS SUMMARY

Here are the results from the 
Port Royal Speedway on March 20.

Bob Hilbert Sportswear Short 
Track Super Series Fueled By Su-
noco Hurlock Auto & Speed Supply 
South Region Round No. 1 Feature 
Finish (40 laps): Ryan Godown, 
Mike Gular, Michael Maresca, Mat 
Williamson, Matt Sheppard, Mike 
Mahaney, Anthony Perrego, Danny 
Johnson, Ryan Watt, Matt Stangle, 
Alex Yankowski, Billy Pauch Jr., 
Danny Bouc, Jordan Watson, Mike 
Trautschold, Jared Umbenhauer, 
Ronnie Johnson, Dan Creeden, J.R. 
Heffner, Marshall Hurd, Jeff Taylor, 
Joseph Watson, David Schilling, 
Jessica Friesen, Brandon Grosso, 
H.J. Bunting, Frank Cozze, Stew-
art Friesen, Duane Howard, Jimmy 
Horton, Kevin Hirthler, David Van 
Horn.

Did Not Qualify: Sammy 
Martz, Andy Bachetti, Brad Trice, 
Ryan Krachun, Brett Tonkin, Sean 
Metz, Ryan Riddle, John Willman, 
Matt Smith, Jake Dgien, Rick Lau-
bach, Joe Judge, Chris Curtis, Mark 
Frankhouser, Brett Haas, Dominick 
Buffalino and Jim Britt.

2022 race season off to a wet start
Chasin’ Racin’

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO
Ryan Godown used a last lap pass to pick up the win at Port Royal Speedway 
to claim his second win of the year on the Short Track Super Series and 
claim the $5,000 paycheck and South Series Points.

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO
Stewart Friesen was the class of the field until mechanical problems struck 
his potent 44 while leading.

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO
Ryan Godown 26 and Mike Gular 2A put on a show for the fans, swapping 
the lead over the last half of the outstanding STSS Speed Showcase 40-lap 
feature  

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO
Mike Maresca 7MM dives low under the “Doctor” Danny Johnson on his way 
to a fine third place run as Johnson held on to finish eighth in his famed 
orange 27A.
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The New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental Con-
servation (DEC) has advised 
backcountry users in the Adiron-
dacks, especially the High Peaks 
region, of potential avalanche 
risk following mild temperatures 
and high winds. 

Avalanche danger increas-
es during thaws when warmer 
weather and rain melt existing 
snowpack and snow becomes 
increasingly unstable as it under-
goes freeze/thaw cycles.

Backcountry hikers, downhill 
skiers, snowboarders and other 
visitors who may traverse slides 
or steep, open terrain should be 
aware of and prepared for ava-
lanche conditions. Avalanches 
can occur in any situation where 
snow, slope, and weather condi-
tions combine to create instabili-
ty in the snowpack. 

While the majority of steep, 
open terrain is found in the High 
Peaks region of the Adirondacks, 
avalanche-prone terrain is found 
on mountains throughout the 
Adirondack Mountains. Skiers, 
snowboarders, and hikers should 
assess their own experience lev-
el before going into the back-
country and should be equipped 
with avalanche safety tools and 
knowledge, including partici-
pation in an avalanche safety 
course.

Recently, DEC forest rangers 
led a search in the Adirondacks 
for a 63-year-old individual who 
planned to climb Mount Colden 
on the weekend of March 11, 
but failed to return. On March 
18, forest rangers and volunteer 
rescuers located the subject de-
ceased in the Trap Dike under 
approximately 4 feet of snow. 
After consulting experts at the 
National Avalanche Center, ev-
idence suggests an avalanche 
may have occurred at the site. 
However, without an eyewitness 
and due to changing snow condi-
tions, it is impossible to say for 
certain if the snow accumulation 
was the result of an avalanche or 
drifted snow.

An avalanche was confi rmed 
on a slide located on Wright 
Mountain on Feb. 12. Two ski-
ers were initially buried. One 
of the two skiers was able to 
self-rescue and locate and dig 
out his companion. Both skiers 
had proper safety gear including 
shovels, beacons and transceiv-
ers. The pair had also practiced 
rescue techniques before the trip.

MINIMIZE RISK
Individuals headed outdoors 

can reliably avoid avalanches 
by recognizing and avoiding 
avalanche terrain. Travel on the 
valley fl oor away from large 
avalanche runouts, along ridge-
tops above avalanche paths, in 
dense timber, or on slopes of 25 
degrees or less that do not have 
steeper slopes above them. Avoid 
cornices, or hanging masses of 
hardened snow.

Risk cannot be entirely elimi-
nated if traversing avalanche ter-
rain, but risk can be minimized 
by using techniques: climb, de-
scend or cross avalanche areas 
one at a time; cross a slope at 
the very top or bottom if possi-
ble; climb or descend the edge 
of a slope rather than the center; 
carry and know how to use ava-
lanche rescue gear; and turn back 
or alter the route if signs of un-
stable snow are detected.

When the snow cover is very 
unstable, nature often broadcasts 
clear danger signals. Fresh ava-
lanches are the best clue. Snow 
that cracks, collapses or makes 
hollow sounds is unstable. Weak 
layers that are found by digging 
snow pits are signs of unstable 
snow. Snow that has become wet 
from thaw or rain can be danger-
ous. Even if no signs of unsta-
ble snow are found, individuals 
should always travel observing 
the techniques listed above to 
minimize risk.

Outdoor adventurers should 
always have an avalanche trans-
ceiver (or beacon), shovel, and 
a collapsible or ski-pole probe 
during avalanche conditions and 

should practice frequently to 
be profi cient in using a beacon. 
However, visitors should not 
take extra risk just because res-
cue equipment is available to be 
used and should always carry a 
day pack with enough equipment 
to spend the night.
WHAT TO DO IF CAUGHT 

IN AN AVALANCHE
Surviving avalanches can 

depend on luck, but it is always 
better to avoid avalanches in 
the fi rst place. Remember that 
only one of three victims bur-
ied without a beacon survives. If 
caught in an avalanche, fi rst try 
to escape to the side, or grab a 
tree or rock. If knocked down, 
get rid of poles, skis and a heavy 
pack. Swim with the avalanche 
to try to stay on top and avoid 
trees. When the avalanche slows 
down, reach the surface or make 
an air pocket.

• Never put everyone on the 
slope. Only one person should be 
on the slope at a time.

• Have an escape route 
planned. Always think avalanche 
— What will you do if the slope 
slides? Have a plan before you 
travel.

• Use slope cuts. Keep your 
speed up and cut across the start-
ing zone, so that if the slope 
slides, your momentum can car-
ry you off the moving slab into 
safer terrain. You can do this on 
skis, snowboards or on snowmo-
biles.

• Watch out for cornices, 
which tend to break farther back 
than expected. Always give them 
a wide berth. NEVER walk out 
to the edge of a drop-off without 
fi rst checking it out. Many peo-
ple have died this way.

• If it looks too dangerous, 
fi nd a safer route. Use terrain to 
your advantage. Follow ridges, 
thick trees and slopes with safer 
consequences. You can almost 
always go back the way you 
came. The route got you there, it 
will most likely get you back as 
well.

• If there’s no other choice, 
go underground. You can almost 
always weather out a bad storm 
or bad avalanche by digging a 
snow cave or seeking the shel-
ter of a crevasse. You may be 
uncomfortable, but you will be 

alive.
To contact a forest ranger, 

whether it’s for a search and 
rescue, to report a wildfi re, 
or to report illegal activity on 
state lands and easements, call 
833-NYS-RANGERS.

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

COXSACKIE — Surviving winter in 
the colonial era presented early settlers 
with existential challenges.

Staying warm and having enough 
food to eat during The Little Ice Age, a 
time of plummeting temperatures, was a 
matter of life or death.

Historian Shelby Mattice, curator at 
the Bronck Museum, hosted a special 
program at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary in Coxsackie to discuss survival 
during this most difficult period.

“People living in different eras in his-
tory may as well be from a whole other 
culture,” Mattice said. “Their life ex-
periences, their expectations, how they 
deal with the problems they faced are all 
very different than ours. And, of course, 
they had a whole range of different prob-
lems than we have. We have ours and 
they had theirs.”

While your home may get a little 
nippy overnight in the winter, what we 
experience today is nothing compared 
to how winter impacted the area in the 
1600s and 1700s. And food supplies are 
far different today than they were hun-
dreds of years ago.

“Very seldom do Americans experi-
ence any true shortage of food,” Mattice 
said. “You may not be able to get straw-
berries in February, but there is certainly 
enough variety and choice of food in the 
market so you are not going without in 
most cases.”

Isolation and close quarters com-
pounded the challenges.

“Early Americans tended to live in 
very small, restrictive dwellings and 
oftentimes had very large households,” 
Mattice said. “Winter restricted move-
ment, so you could go for a very long 
time without seeing a neighbor, without 
getting to church, and should anything 
go wrong in your family — should you 
need help — it was sometimes almost 
impossible for you to let someone else 
know that you needed help.”

Problems in those early days did not 
always have a sufficient solution.

“In the modern way of living, if there 
is a problem, we assume there is a fix 
and probably 85% of the time, there is a 
fix,” Mattice said. “However, go back a 
couple of hundred years and quite often 
there were problems that they could not 
fix, that they could do nothing about but 
endure. Their level of stress was very 
primary and they had absolutely exis-
tential problems, and they quite often 
couldn’t deal with them. They had to 

survive, or not.”
Adding to the challenges was the fact 

that for several hundred years the globe 
was in what has come to be known as 
The Little Ice Age.

“Winter life in this period was further 
complicated by The Little Ice Age — it 
ran from roughly 1300 to around 1850,” 
she said. “The worst of it was between 
1645 and 1715, and these were years that 
sometimes there was no summer at all 
and snow fell in May and June. Rivers 
and lakes were frozen as far south as 
Pennsylvania in July and August, crops 
failed.”

In 1677, the Thames River in England 
froze solid for the first time in history, as 
did the canals in Holland. Massachusetts 
Bay in New England was so frozen that 
settlers could actually drive horse-drawn 
vehicles over the ice. 

This also meant serious floods came 
in the spring and severe droughts in win-
ter, leading to crop failure and farm ani-
mals dying from intense cold and from a 
lack of pasture to feed.

“Thousands of people starved to 
death,” Mattice said. “Most people suf-
fered from some level of malnutrition.”

Many died of “accidental hypother-
mia” — which happens when you are 
cold for so long that you no longer real-
ize you are cold, leading to hypothermia 
and eventually, a heart attack.

“There are reports of people wander-

ing around during this period of time in 
extremely cold weather with very little 
clothing on because they didn’t realize 
they were as cold as they were until it 
was past the point where their lives 
could be saved,” she said. “It was espe-
cially bad for small children and older 
people.”

People were superstitious and be-
lieved witches could control the weather, 
which led to witch hunts in Europe and 
North America, including the infamous 
Salem Witch Trials in 1692 and 1693.

The Little Ice Age was the result of 
excess volcanic activity that sent partic-
ulates into the air, along with deforesta-
tion, particularly in Europe.

“Most of Europe was on its way to 
becoming totally deforested so when 
the forests were gone, the snow fell on 
exposed surfaces and reflected the sun’s 
heat and light back out into space instead 
of letting the soil absorb it, adding to 
the already frigid winter temperatures,” 
Mattice said.

All this made for tremendous chal-
lenges in keeping warm, having enough 
to eat and even having enough light to 
keep your spirits up.

“Early shelters were certainly no 
protection against the rigors of winters 
during this period of time,” she said. 
“There was almost no insulation, roofs 
were seldom weather-tight and most 
houses had few windows on purpose be-

cause any opening on the side of your 
dwelling — while it might be delightful 
in the spring and summer — in the win-
ter it was simply a vector where wind-
blown snow and ordinary cold wind en-
tered your home.”

Snow would blow right into the house 
through the poorly fitted windows, melt 
during the day and turn to ice overnight. 
Fireplaces were little help since chim-
neys had not yet been invented and most 
homes had a simple opening in the roof 
to allow smoke — and likely heat — to 
escape.

“It’s been estimated that daytime 
interior temperatures in the worst of 
the winter never got above 45 degrees 
and it fell at night,” Mattice said. “And 
when the weather was even colder it of-
ten dropped below freezing in the main 
rooms, even in a room where a large 
fireplace was chugging along and theo-
retically keeping the space warm.”

Most homes could only afford to heat 
one room, leaving the rest of the house 
cold and dark. People wore all the cloth-
ing they had to bed to stay as warm as 
possible

“People often woke up to find their 
bedding frozen stiff and covered with a 
dusting of snow,” she added.

Even if you had a fireplace, getting 
firewood was another challenge.

“It’s been estimated that given the 
inefficiency of the fireplaces in this pe-
riod of time and given the climate of this 
general area, a minimum of 20 cords of 
wood were needed per year not only to 
heat in the winter but also to cook,” Mat-
tice said. “That is an enormous amount 
of wood.”

Of course, there were no chainsaws, 
and getting the chopped wood back to 
your home was another challenge. 

“They were entirely dependent on the 
weather as to whether or not they would 
be able to accumulate enough wood to 
be able to keep up with their needs,” she 
said. “People could and did burn their 
furniture if necessary.”

Food was stockpiled for the family to 
be able to get through winter, but even 
if you had enough, the diet was limited.

“Even when food supplies were ade-
quate in terms of volume, they tended to 
not be very nutritious and toward the end 
of winter and early spring, sometimes 
the vast majority of people ate legumes, 
dried peas, and the ubiquitous dried 
pumpkin,” Mattice said. “You could fill 
your stomach with that, but the nutri-
tional component was not there.”

The Little Ice Age and colonial life

DEC advises of avalanche risk in Adirondacks

 MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Historian Shelby Mattice explains the existential challenges that faced early settlers in winter, 
particularly during The Little Ice Age when temperatures plummeted.

Keith W. Valentine, CIC, LUTCF and his team are ready to serve all 
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One of the things I liked most about my 
former job as a Cooperative Extension agent 
in Greene County was the process of figuring 
out what was causing problems with garden 
plants, lawns, trees or shrubs. It is sort of like 
detective work without a cloak or dagger.

I used what I learned about this topic 
in public health as well, when we contract-
ed with the New York State Department of 
Health to conduct educational programs to 
combat Lyme disease. This week I will share 
some principles of disease and infection I 
learned, which are pretty relevant in these 
days of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In order to contract a disease, whether 
it is a plant or animal disease, three factors 
must occur simultaneously. If any of these 
three factors are not present, there can be no 
disease. First, before I discuss these specific 
factors, I need to talk about the things that 
cause disease.

In general, disease-causing organisms 
are fungi, bacteria or viruses. All may cause 
diseases with similar symptoms, but all are 
different in their mode of action or how they 
infect.

It seems to me that most plant diseases 
are caused by fungi. Fungi are organisms that 
generally require water to become infectious. 

Lacking chlorophyll, they need to get their 
“food” from other sources than sunlight by 
breaking down and absorbing organic matter. 
Sometimes in the process of feeding on plant 
material, they kill or damage their host. This 
distinguished pathogens from saprophytes.

Once a plant is infected with a fungal 
disease, it is generally difficult to “cure” the 
infection. The general strategy is to try to 
prevent the infection in the first place or keep 
it from spreading. Fungi are living organisms 
that can survive for a long time, either active-
ly causing infection, or in a dormant state that 
may last for 100 years or more. This longev-
ity allows them to re-occur when conditions 
are right. Some fungal diseases are ubiqui-
tous and must be dealt with every season.

Twenty years ago, almost all the garden 
seeds that were sold were treated with a 
pink-colored fungicide called “Captan.” This 
fungicide protected tender seedlings from 
getting “damping off,” which is a general 
term for similar diseases caused by several 
genera of fungi. The infected seedlings grow 
spindly and eventually keel over and die with 
a conspicuous shriveling or narrowing of the 
stem at soil level. It is highly contagious and 
usually fatal once contracted.

It is virtually impossible to cure a flat 

of seedlings once the disease occurs, so the 
emphasis is on prevention. In addition to pre-
ventive chemical fungicides there are cultur-
al practices than can also be utilized, much to 
the satisfaction of gardeners who don’t want 
to use chemical fungicides.

Another major cause of disease in plants 
and animals are bacteria. Bacteria are also 
living organisms that can exhibit long-term 
dormancy. Like fungi, they can damage their 
hosts by “feeding” on the tissue of the host 
and using the host’s cells to grow and multi-
ply. Of course, not all bacteria are pathogenic 
and neither are all fungi.

Our bodies contain millions of foreign 
bacteria and fungi that do us no harm what-
soever. In fact, many of these organisms are 
responsible for keeping us healthy. Bacteria, 
like fungi, usually require water to become 
infectious.

One of the most common bacterial dis-
ease of pears and apples is called “fireblight.” 
This disease most often occurs when rain or 
hail hits flower blossoms. Splashing water 
spreads the disease. Most, but not all, fun-
gicides are ineffective in treating bacterial 
disease. Commercial fruit growers often use 
antibiotics, such as streptomycin, to try to kill 
bacteria.

A third major infectious agent is viruses. 
Viruses, like the COVID-19 virus, are very 
different than bacteria or fungi in the sense 
that they are not living organisms, per se. 
They can only survive and reproduce inside 
living cells. They have a very short life ex-
pectancy, unlike bacteria or fungi, and they 
don’t necessarily need water to infect. Think 
of them as renegade hunks of DNA or RNA 
that get into the genes of plants or animals, 
and direct the cells to make more viruses. 
They are also very tiny compared to fungi 
and bacteria.

Viral infections in plants are far less com-
mon than bacterial or fungal infections be-
cause they generally cannot get inside a plant 
without help from another living organism. 
Leafhopper insects and aphids are usually 
involved in viral infections in plants. These 
insects inject the virus into the plant physi-
cally with their mouthparts and once inside 
the plant they can replicate.

Since all three of these types of patho-
gens cause disease in somewhat different 
manners, dealing with them requires differ-
ent strategies, but the principles of infection 
remain essentially the same. This is where I 
will pick up the story next week.

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@cornell.edu

Plant diseases
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*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By Bob Beyfuss
For Capital Region Independent Media

Last week I wrote about the 
various ways that grafting has 
been used to create street trees and 
repair injuries on girdled trees. 
This week I will explain how to 
perform cleft and whip grafting.

As I wrote last week, the tech-
nique of grafting involves lining 
up the vascular tissues of the stock 
and the scion (plumbing), so that 
with the help of some living cells 
nearby the vessels, fusion can oc-
cur as the straws become connect-
ed. 

There are several different 
techniques for grafting that require 
various levels of skill and also 
luck. Most fruit trees and street 
trees are bud grafted. This process 
uses a single bud that is cut off 
the desired tree and inserted into a 
small cut in the stem of the stock 
tree. 

Most of the time bud grafting 
is performed in August as the tree 

is going dormant, but you can cer-
tainly try it right now. 

In early spring the bark of most 
woody plants “slips” or is easily 
peeled from the trunk. Use a sharp 
knife both to cut the buds off and 
to make a tiny T-shaped incision 
in the stem or trunk you are graft-
ing onto. The T cut needs to be no 
more than a half inch in length and 
the stem tissue beneath the bud 
that you cut off, no more than 1/4-
inch thick. 

Use the sharp point of your 
knife to tease away the bark and 
insert the bud so it fits snugly 
into the slit. Rubber bands are 
sometimes used to hold the bud 
in place tightly, but most of the 
time it is not necessary if the bud 
is covered with grafting wax. The 
grafting wax is to retain moisture 
and prevent the bud from drying 
out until it starts to grow. You may 
use beeswax if you cannot find 
grafting wax at your local garden 
center. 

With luck, in another month 
or two, the bud will begin to grow 
into a new shoot. When the new 
shoot is several inches long you 
can remove everything above it 
and the new shoot will become 
dominant. 

I have had much better luck 
with what is called a “cleft” graft. 
This involves inserting a num-
ber of scions into the stock in the 
hope that at least one of them will 
take! It is also a good way to graft 
smaller scions into a larger branch 
or trunk. 

Prepare the scions by cutting 
several shoots from your desired 
tree that are about the diameter 
of a pencil. Vigorously growing 
vertical branches, called water-
sprouts, which are common on 
most fruit trees, are often just the 
right size for this. These cuttings 
may be made and grafted right 
now, but I have had better luck do-
ing the actual grafting in late April. 
If you make the cuttings now, they 

can be bundled into groups of ten, 
placed in a sealed plastic bag and 
stored in the refrigerator. 

Cut these into 4- or 5-inch 
lengths with at least a few buds 
remaining on each of them when 
you are ready to graft. 

Using your sharp knife, carve 
about an inch of the bottom side of 
the cutting into a V shape, as if you 
were sharpening a broken pencil 
tip, but only sharpen two sides to 
make a flat-shaped point and not 
a pencil point. Next prepare the 
stock by completely cutting off 
a branch that is about as thick as 
your wrist, leaving a stub that is at 
least a few inches long. You can 
also graft onto the main stem of 
a tree if it is the same, wrist-sized 
diameter. 

With the tip of your knife, gen-
tly separate the bark from the inner 
wood of the stock, just enough to 
insert the cutting into the separa-
tion. In late March or early April, 
the bark should easily peel away 

and separate from the inner wood. 
You can usually insert three or four 
scions into a wrist-sized branch 
stub, thus increasing your odds of 
success. Next, wax the whole op-
eration to prevent desiccation. 

By May, at least one or more 
of the scions should begin to grow 
into a new branch and the others 
can be removed.  

Whip grafting is a bit trickier. 
It involves fusing two twigs that 
are roughly the same diameter. 
The bottom of the branch (sci-
on) from the desired tree, which 
may be about 3/4 of an inch in 
diameter, is cut on a slanted an-
gle of about 30 degrees and then 
matched to a similar-sized branch 
on the stock tree that is cut at the 
same angle. The two sections are 
then secured together with a rub-
ber band and covered with wax. 
The scion should not be more than 
a few inches long for best results. 

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@
cornell.edu.

Grafting, Part 2

By Dick Brooks
For Capital Region Independent Media 

The Queen of the house recently told 
me that she was going to a friend’s house 
and I would be on my own as far as the 
evening meal was concerned.  

This really didn’t present as much of a 
problem for me as it might have for some 
other members of my sex that I know. 
Some of my guy friends would be hard put 
to come up with a peanut butter sandwich 
to stave off starvation. I, on the other hand, 
am well versed in the culinary arts and in 
fact, do most of the cooking in our house.

I fed the dog and then was ready for a 
culinary adventure I hadn’t been faced with 
for some time — I could have anything to 
eat I wanted. I didn’t have to take into ac-
count anyone else’s likes or dislikes. There 
were no dietary restrictions to be account-
able to anyone for, this could be good!  

I checked out the fridge. There were 
some good leftovers, but they were all of 
the “twigs and bark” variety — high in fi-
ber, low in fat and sugar. They would serve 

as great fodder for midnight snacking, but 
didn’t qualify as a treat. 

I could go get takeout, Chinese or pizza 
would be good. I ruled them out, not spe-
cial enough.

I flipped through my mental menu, 
ran through some of my mother’s recipes. 
Pleasant, but they didn’t make my taste 
buds tingle. I got to the file, “Favorite For-
bidden Foods,” and decided to take a quick 
cruise through it.  

In it, I found what I was searching for. 
An item from the distant past that made my 
mouth water.  

I headed for the supermarket and start-
ed my search. I found the first item quickly. 
I wasn’t even sure it was still being made 
— Wonder Bread. It said “Classic” on the 
wrapper. I squeezed it. It was still won-
derfully soft and squishy, just like the old 
days. Into the cart it went and I headed for 
the meat counter.  

I found the bologna section and locat-
ed a package of the kind with the red rind 
on it, you know, the piece of plastic that 
you had to either cut off or if you were a 

bologna afficionado, you ripped off with 
your teeth. It joined the bread in the cart.  
Off to the dairy section. The white Amer-
ican cheese I wanted was harder to find. I 
didn’t want the individually wrapped kind, 
I wanted the kind you had to peel off its 
companions. I found a package near the 
back and it joined the bread and bologna 
in the cart. 

Off to the condiment aisle where a jar 
of bright yellow mustard found its way into 
the cart. Not that brown stuff with the dots 
in it, proper screaming yellow mustard.

I headed for the checkout, proud of 
the fact that at no time had I looked at the 
nutritional information panel on any of 
the products I was about to purchase. As 
I passed the bakery section, a package of 
Twinkies called to us. My newfound ad-
venturous self said, “What the heck,” and 
for old times’ sake, the Twinkies hopped 
into the cart, too.

Arriving home, I checked to see if any 
of the neighbors were looking and hurried 
with my bag of goodies into the house. 
I then spread my purchases out on the 

kitchen table and proceeded to make two 
of the most beautiful bologna-and-cheese 
sandwiches you’ve ever seen. I added the 
Twinkies to the edges of the plate and 
stood back to admire my masterpiece.  

Nothing I’ve seen on the Food Channel 
can compare with the sight of those beau-
ties.  

I filled up a glass with whole milk from 
the bottle usually reserved for making yo-
gurt and went into the family room, set the 
plate down on the end table, flopped into 
my recliner, kicked the feet up, clicked the 
TV on.  

There was a NASCAR race on. I picked 
up the first sandwich, admired it and took 
a bite. There are times when life is just so 
good it almost hurts.

Thought for the week — If a cow 
laughed, would milk come out of her nose?

Until next week, may you and yours be 
happy and well.

Reach Dick Brooks at Whittle12124@
yahoo.com. 

Living the good life
WHITTLING AWAY by Dick Brooks

By Toby Moore
For Capital Region Independent Media

People believe all kinds of 
things. 

Often, what we believe is 
a product of our surroundings, 
current events, the influence of 
friends and family, experience and 
our religion, or lack thereof. 

Beliefs can be emotional; this 
is why many people become emo-
tionally charged when their beliefs 
are challenged. Emotions are the 
byproduct of chemicals produced 
in your brain called neuropeptides. 
Every thought produces a neuro-
peptide or a blend of neuropep-
tides. 

How much power do our be-
liefs have over our health? Many 
are skeptical that belief has any 
influence over our physical health. 
Thankfully, we don’t have to look 
any further than The Placebo Ef-
fect to find that belief plays a sig-
nificant role in our health. Numer-
ous scientific papers, books and 
articles have discussed the topic 
for over 200 years.

In 1799, British Physician John 
Haygarth is credited with first hav-
ing discovered and demonstrated 
The Placebo Effect. 

French Pharmacist Emile 
Coue had experienced results 
when he developed a technique 
called Conscious Autosuggestion 
and instructed his patients to tell 
themselves daily, “Every day, in 
every way, I am getting better and 
better.”

In 1955, an article was pub-
lished called, “The Powerful Pla-
cebo” by Henry K. Beecher. Since 
then, the phenomenon has been 
considered a scientific fact. 

My favorite author, Joe Dis-
penza, explains The Placebo Ef-
fect like this: 

“If you give someone a sugar 
pill, a saline injection, or perform 
some type of false procedure, a 
certain percentage of those people 
will accept, believe and surrender 
that they’re actually getting the 
real treatment without any analy-
sis. Those people begin to make 
their own pharmacy of chemicals 
in their brain, and their body will 

heal by thought alone. This pro-
cess is known as The Placebo Ef-
fect.”

Some say The Placebo Effect 
cannot cure disease and others say 
it can cure any disease, but the fact 
that it works at all is a wonder of 
the human mind. 

One exceptional case of The 
Placebo Effect was a woman suf-
fering from severe nausea and 
vomiting. Doctors measured her 
gastric contractions that indicat-
ed a disrupted pattern matching 
the condition of which she com-
plained. They told her of a new 
magical, extremely potent drug 
the doctors proclaimed would un-
doubtedly cure her nausea. 

Within a few minutes after 
taking the substance, the woman’s 
nausea disappeared. They mea-
sured her gastric contractions and, 
indeed, her sickness was gone. 
The odd part about it is that she 
ingested a syrup named Ipecac, 
which doctors usually give to in-
duce nausea in case of poisoning. 

It is believed that when the 
syrup was presented to her, paired 

with an authority figure’s strong 
suggestion of relief of sickness, it 
acted as a command message to 
the brain that triggered a cascade 
of neuropeptides that stopped her 
nausea. 

Alternatively, there is a studied 
phenomenon called The Nocebo 
Effect. The Nocebo works similar-
ly and is sometimes described as 
the Placebo’s evil twin. If a doc-
tor presents an inert substance to a 
patient and tells them it could lead 
to increased pain and a worsening 
of symptoms, roughly the same 
percentage of people for whom 
the Placebo works will experience 
the Nocebo, with more pain and a 
worsening of symptoms. 

In 1995, shortly after the sa-
rin gas terrorist attack in Japan, 
patients were overwhelming hos-
pitals with symptoms associated 
with the attack but hadn’t been ex-
posed. Their worry and fear made 
them have similar symptoms as 
those exposed.

Since beliefs can cause peo-
ple to feel better or worse, how 
much do our regular day-to-day 

thoughts affect our health? Neu-
ropeptides constantly change, re-
flecting changes in our emotional 
state throughout the day.

When our mental and emo-
tional state is imbalanced, neuro-
peptides will make physical symp-
toms appear in the body.

If you’re constantly thinking 
negative thoughts that make you 
feel bad, what effect will that 
have on your health? Will it make 
you more susceptible to sick-
ness and disease? Conversely, if 
you’re thinking positive, uplifting 
thoughts that make you feel good, 
will that help make your body 
more robust and less likely to ex-
perience ill health? 

Take notice of your thought 
life. If you find a thought that 
causes you harm, you can change 
it immediately. The more you do 
it, the more you’ll change into a 
different and better person.

Toby Moore is a columnist, 
the star of Emmy-nominated “A 
Separate Peace,” and the CEO of 
Cubestream Inc.

Belief and physical health
Positively Speaking

By Mary Schoepe
For Capital Region Independent Media

If you’re happy with your 
weight and are one of those 
people who loves kale, then 
you can skip this article. But if 
you’re trying to lose weight and 
you have cravings, then today’s 
article will help you understand 
why you have cravings and how 
you can get a handle on them. 

There are more than 10,000 
species of good and bad bac-
teria living in your gut. And 
new research suggests your gut 
microbiota brazenly gives you 
cravings to get what it wants 
and also influences the way you 
store fat. 

Bacteroidetes, prevotella 

and bifidobacteria are the good 
guys. Their job is to break down 
food, keep your digestive sys-
tem healthy, strengthen your 
immune system and regulate 
your weight. Then there are 
the bad guys — streptococcus 
and firmicutes. And when they 
are in control of your gut, they 
alter the way you store fat and 
influence your cravings for sug-
ar, dairy, processed foods, corn, 
soy and wheat.  

In a study of lean and obese 
twins, researchers discovered 
the lean twins had an abundant 
variety of Bacteroidetes, a mi-
crobe that helps burn fat. But 
the obese twins had more of the 
fat-storing bacteria firmicutes 

residing in their guts. And when 
the bad guys are in charge, they 
can cause you to eat an extra 
150 calories a day or 5,000 cal-
ories a year!

But all is not lost! In his 
book “The Microbiome Diet,” 
Raphael Kellman, M.D., states, 
“If you get your microbiome 
healthy, you will lose weight. 
It’s all about correcting the 
overgrowth of unhealthy bacte-
ria, which is making you crave 
the wrong foods and triggering 
inflammation.” 

The Microbiome Diet is a 
three-phase program that en-
courages the growth of benefi-
cial gut bacteria. Phase 1 lasts 
21 days and focuses on repair-

ing the gut lining and increasing 
microbiome diversity with super 
foods that include healthy fats 
from fish, grass-fed meat, avo-
cado, olive oil, nuts and seeds, 
as well as low-glycemic fruits 
and probiotic foods. 

Phase 2 is the 28-day meta-
bolic boost that allows you more 
freedom to include foods such 
as dairy, eggs, legumes, gluten 
free grains, starchy vegetables 
and fruits like sweet potatoes 
and bananas. 

By the time you enter Phase 
3, your gut should be fully 
healed. During this time, you 
have more freedom to add back 
even more foods. 

Dr. Kellman encourages peo-

ple to maintain this style of eat-
ing for life because “when the 
microbiome is balanced, people 
often lose weight.”

The microbiome diet has the 
potential to be a very healthy 
and beneficial diet for many 
people even though Phase 1 is 
fairly restrictive. But if you’re 
not ready for the entire program, 
you would greatly benefit just 
by making the dietary changes 
that are found in Phase 3. 

Taking care of your microbes 
helps them take care of you, and 
you can start by being a good 
host. 

So is the Microbiome Diet 
healthy choice for you? It is for 
me! 

Get a handle on your hankerings
Fitness Concepts
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Transcribed from her diary by  
Kathy Saurer Osborne

Sunday, April 8: Fair & 
warm. Gert. Joyce Gene Adri-
enne & I went to Church. Nice 
crowd out. Joyce out to dinner 
with Gene & Stubby. Don Gert 
& Adrienne went for a ride. 
Joyce & I to John I’s in late P.M.

Monday, April 9: Fair & 
warm. Hung out clothes & 
ironed some. Took Joyce to 
Greenville. Raked some corners 
of the yard. Have hyacinths, 
crocus & scilli in blossom. 
Adele home today; she helped 
me some with the yard & porch.

Tuesday, April 10: Ironed 
clothes & curtains in one room. 
What a job! Am tired. Gertrude 
ironed her & the children’s 

things. Had a letter from Nora. 
Gene & Stubby in Albany this 
P.M. She brought me some hd-
kfs to crochet on.

Wednesday, April 11: 
Cloudy & cold. Crocheted 2 hd-
kfs & started another. Ironed a 
little (2 blouses) & did every-
day work. Children have gone 
to the movies. Gene is helping 
at Effie’s. Sent a letter to Chuck 
& cards to Mrs. Pratt & Doris 
Ormsbee. She has had appendi-
citis. Is at Catskill Hospital.

Thursday, April 12: F a i r . 
Got dinner ready & went for 
Mrs. Eufemia. We had a nice 
time. Gertrude went to Pearl 
Abrams to “Home Brew”. I 
took Mrs. Eufemia about 3:30 
P.M.

Friday, April 13: Fair. Light 
rain. Cleaned & crocheted on 
hdkfs. Joyce came with Don. 
I went to Rev. Starr’s to the 
Budget meeting. Everything 
went off fine. Allyn here watch-
ing fights. Adrienne at school 
singing with the “Chorus.” The 
Honor students were chosen.

Saturday, April 14: April 
Showers. Made a pie & a shell. 
Have a horrid headache. Card 
party at Borthwick’s tonite.

Sunday, April 15: April 
Showers. Joyce Adrienne & I 
went to Church. After dinner 
Joyce & I went to Delite’s. 
Stayed for tea. Mrs. Stewart 
& Rita had arrived from Bay 
Shore.

Monday, April 16: Fair. Rain 

tonite. Hung out the clothes. 
Ironed some of the damp ones. 
Ada Gifford sent some hdkfs to 
be crocheted. Six of them. Have 
one of them done & half anoth-
er. Took Joyce to Greenville.

Tuesday, April 17: Snow 
squalls. Gene ironed. Delite 
came for the day. I did our iron-
ing & Delite a couple of pieces. 
We trimmed Delite’s kitchen 
paper & had a good time. Ger-
trude went to Gert Smith’s for 
the day. Children at school.

Wednesday, April 18: 
Cloudy & gloomy. Crocheted 
on L.A.S. Hdkfs. Finished 
ironing etc. Addie & I went to 
“Red’s” for dinner. Had a fine 
meal. Wanted to clean Don’s 
room but it was too dreary.

Thursday, April 19: Anoth-
er horrid day. Cleaned & did 
everyday work. Children at 
school. Don at work. 

Friday, April 20: Fair. 
Cleaned & dusted living rooms 
& got meals etc. Had a phone 
call & Chuck had come home. 
Joyce was delited. He came 
over for the evening & then they 
went there for the nite. He looks 
fine in his Marine uniform.

Saturday, April 21: Made 
pie & shell & got dinner. Then 
Chuck & Joyce were going to 
Albany & asked me along. I 
staid till they came back. We 
staid for supper & came home. 
Then Chuck & Joyce went to 
“Carales” for dance & eat. They 
stayed at Eufemia’s all nite.

Grandma Mackey’s Diary
1951 life in Medusa

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CAIRO — Four of the five 
members of the town of Cairo’s 
Board of Ethics Review resigned 
from their posts effective imme-
diately, citing harassment for their 
work on the board.

There are five members on the 
board, which was established by 
the town by resolution in 2010. 

Four of the members stepped 
down in a joint letter of resigna-
tion submitted to the town board 
at the board’s March 16 meeting.

Resigning from the Board of 
Ethics Review were members 
John Vandenburg, Edward Brandt, 
Monica Kenny-Keff and Leon-
ard Asaro. Only one ethics board 
member remains.

“Since our respective appoint-
ments, we have had town em-
ployees and community members 
spread falsehoods about us per-
sonally, we have been harassed 
in ways, and we have received 
nothing but trouble for volunteer-
ing our time to attempt to help this 
town,” Vandenburg read from the 
letter of resignation. “We now un-
derstand why Greene County does 
not make public who the members 
of the Greene County Board of 
Ethics are.”

The letter goes on to state that 
resigning members feel there is in-
sufficient support for the work the 
ethics board does.

“Because of this, coupled with 
some of the recent decisions some 
on the town board have made on 
different topics, we believe there 
will be no support for the work of 
the Board of Ethics by the major-
ity of the Town of Cairo Board,” 
according to the letter. “Also, we 
do not feel that any recommenda-
tions made or investigations con-
cluded will be given any respect 
by the majority of this board or 
those who were perpetrating the 
harassing behavior toward the 
members.”

The letter did not specify who 
was involved in the alleged ha-
rassment.

Kenny-Keff distributed copies 
of the letter to each board member 
and to the town clerk.

Town Supervisor Jason Watts 
thanked the board members for 
their service and said he under-
stood the reasons behind their de-
cision.

“I know exactly where ev-
erything is coming from and I 
couldn’t agree any more with you. 
I totally understand it,” Watts said 
at the meeting.

The supervisor declined Thurs-
day to elaborate on the board 
members’ reasons, but said he was 
“not really” surprised by their de-
cision.

All four members’ terms were 
set to expire in December 2023.

Kenny-Keff said at the meet-
ing that she was appointed to the 
ethics board in July 2021 by a 
unanimous vote of the previous 
town board.

“Since that time, I have been 
personally harassed,” Kenny-Keff 
said. “I know that issues came up 
with Mr. Vandenburg, Mr. Asaro 
was approached. When we tried to 
do something good for the town, 
volunteering, we were crucified or 
attacked. It’s not worth it for us.”

She declined to provide specif-
ics about the alleged harassment.

Watts said Thursday the town 
council will launch a search for 
new members for the Board of 
Ethics Review.

The ethics board conducts 
hearings, recommends disci-
plinary action, prepares reports, 
provides training and ensures 
town officers and employees ad-
here to the town’s ethics policy, 
among other duties, according to 
the town website.

4 of 5 ethics board members 
resign en masse

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Four members of the town of Cairo’s Board of Ethics Review submitted a joint letter of resignation to the town board, 
pictured, at the board’s March 16 meeting.

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CATSKILL — A pilot program will help Greene County 
residents put food waste to good use.

The “Help Greene Grow Green” program will reduce 
waste generated by county residents by composting food 
waste rather than tossing it into a landfill.

Compost is organic materials that can be added to the soil 
to help plants grow. It is composed largely of food scraps 
and yard waste, which makes up more than 30% of trash, 
according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

“Making compost keeps these materials out of landfills 
where they take up space and release methane, a potent 
greenhouse gas,” according to the agency.

Greene County Solid Waste Management, which oper-
ates the county’s transfer stations, will launch the pilot pro-
gram at the Catskill facility, but it will be open to all resi-
dents of Greene County.

If successful, the program could expand to other county 
transfer stations.

“The Legislature is committed to reducing the amount 
of waste being shipped out of Greene County,” said Greene 
County Legislature Vice Chairman Matthew Luvera, 
R-Catskill. “This new composting machine will do just that 
for residents and in the next phase for businesses.”

The county purchased an EcoRich machine, which trans-
forms food waste into finished compost. The purchase was 
funded through a grant from the Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation that will reimburse the county for 50% of 
the cost of the machine and special compostable bags. 

The machine is easy to use and odor- and pest-free, ac-
cording to the county.

The compostable bags will be provided to residents free 
of charge and dropping their food waste into the machine 
can also be done at no charge. 

When the composting machine reaches the end of a cy-
cle, the compost will be made available free to county resi-
dents for use in their gardens.

The “Help Greene Grow Green” program will reduce the 
amount of waste shipped out of the transfer station, saving 
the county money, and will also help residents by making 
free compost available.

“We are excited to provide solutions to not only help the 
environment but reduce the amount of money we pay to send 
garbage out of county to a landfill,” said Paul Vosburgh, di-
rector of Solid Waste. “This will also provide a way to give 
back to the community through the use of composting for 
home gardening.”

The compostable bags will be available at the Catskill 
transfer station on Route 385 at no charge beginning April 4 
and residents will be able to drop off their bags for compost-
ing April 25. Compost pick-up will depend on when it be-
comes available. Compost countertop bins can be purchased 
for $5 at the Catskill station to store and transport the food 
waste.

County  
composting  

program puts food 
waste to good use

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CAIRO — Town council members 
quibbled over whether to reopen the 
town’s recycling center.

Town Supervisor Jason Watts raised 
the issue at the March meeting of the 
town board.

“I have gotten a lot of calls about it,” 
Watts said. 

The recycling center, formerly based 
at Angelo Canna Town Park, was closed 
Nov. 1, 2020, because people were 
dumping inappropriate items in the 
dumpster, such as furniture, mattresses 
and the like. 

Watts said if the town were to reopen 
the recycling center, they would have to 
either hire a part-time employee to staff 
the facility or extend the hours of a part-
time worker to make them full-time.

Town Councilman Tim Powers op-
posed the move.

“What if we end up in the same po-
sition as the last time, where things oth-
er than recyclables are dumped in the 
dumpster?” Powers said. “It is my un-
derstanding that the county has an agree-
ment with the new company that, where 

they were waiving it before, this time 
they are going to start charging us.”

Much of the illegal dumping was be-
ing done overnight, he added.

“The last time it was done overnight 
no one even knew they were there be-
cause A, there are no cameras, and B, it 
was during the off hours,” Powers said. 
“So if we get into that situation again, 
we are going to be stuck paying the 
dumpster company.”

Watts said staffing the recycling 
center and installing a fence around the 
dumpster would alleviate much of the 
dumping of inappropriate items.

“So again, more money for recycling 
that will be open three measly days a 
week and money to have somebody man 
it. Why?” Powers asked.

“Because a lot of people have asked 
for it,” Watts responded.

Currently, local residents who do not 
pay a commercial company for trash and 
recycling pick-up travel to Catskill or 
Windham to dispose of their recyclables, 
Watts said.

“I am sorry if they are inconve-
nienced, but every garbage company 
in the area offers recycling and most 
of these people are taking their bagged 

trash to Catskill or to Windham, where 
they have recycling set up,” Powers said. 
“So what is it to throw an extra bag of re-
cycling in your car and get rid of it at the 
same place where you are dumping your 
garbage? Where is the problem? This is 
why we closed it in the first place.”

Watts said that if an inappropriate 
item was dumped at a reopened recy-
cling center, he would personally pay for 
its disposal and then the town could take 
another look at the issue.

Powers said closing the facility did 
not have a deleterious effect on the com-
munity.

“We have been without recycling for 
how long now and it hasn’t had this tre-
mendous impact, where if we reopen it, 
it will have a tremendous financial im-
pact because now we are paying a guy to 
sit there and babysit, and we are paying 
extra fees to empty the dumpster (of in-
appropriate items),” Powers said. 

The county covers the cost of picking 
up legitimate recyclable items such as 
papers, cans and bottles.

Watts said following the closing of 
the recycling center there was an uptick 
in the number of couches, trash and oth-
er items dumped on roadsides and other 

locations.
“One of the complainants said that 

as soon as we closed recycling, garbage 
started showing up on the side of the 
road a lot more, especially up on Polly’s 
Rock,” Watts said.

Deputy Town Supervisor MaryJo 
Cords said the town could try reopening 
the center on a trial basis.

“We could pay somebody part-time 
for a trial period and then if people take 
advantage and dump other stuff, we 
could go back to not having it,” Cords 
said, adding she would also like to see a 
camera and signage warning people not 
to dispose of inappropriate items in the 
dumpster.

Powers remained opposed to the idea.
“I just don’t understand why we have 

to spend this money for three days a 
week to pay another salary or increase 
somebody’s hours and salary, plus pay 
a potential fee for a dumpster if it gets 
contaminated with things other than 
recyclables,” Powers said. “I think the 
whole idea is ludicrous. I really do. I just 
don’t know why we would even bother if 
it’s already closed.”

No decision was made on the reopen-
ing of the facility at the March meeting.

Council members haggle over reopening recycling center
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Many people, both men and 
women, kept diaries in the past. 
I have a small collection of local 
diaries and would love to have 
more because they illustrate the 
daily lives people were leading 
and what and who was import-
ant to them. Most people started 
diary keeping on January 1 of 
a given year. While they may 
not have continued recording 
until the end of the year, the di-
aries usually tell what their au-
thors were doing on New Year’s 
Day. Since this edition of “The 
Greenville Pioneer” is coming 
out on January 1, I thought I 
would share with you how some 
people spent that day in the past. 
I don’t even know the names of 
all those who kept the diaries. 
Often, they didn’t put their 
names in the books. Perhaps you 
can guess who the authors might 
have been. If you do fi nd a clue, 
please let me know.

 Helen Tripp was one of the 
daughters of Alfred and Maria 
Utter Tripp. She was born Jan-
uary 26,1853, and she lived un-
til January 27, 1917. She lived 
in the brick house on the main 
street of Oak Hill with her fam-
ily. On January 1, 1874, she 
started a diary: 

Thursday, Weather very 
pleasant. I worked around the 
house until noon. In the after-
noon sewed on my dress. Did 
not go anywhere nor was there 
any one in here till evening. Mrs. 
Eliza Flower called. Received a 
letter from Libbie Russell.

Friday, January 2: Weather 
very pleasant, thawed all day. 
I sewed on my dress nearly all 
day. Aunt Mary Utter and Jim-
mie came down this evening to 
go to the donation. [I can imag-
ine what the donation was, but 
can anyone share more informa-
tion?] Aunt Mary invited us to 
go with her. The coal fi re went 
out last night. I had to make it 
up this morning. Aunt Mary had 
a very nice time; they cleared 
$104.

Saturday, January.3: Weath-
er very pleasant; thawed all day 
again today. I had to make the 
coal fi re again today. Father, 
Mother, Hattie and Carrie [her 
two youngest sisters] went over 
to Uncle Briggs today. [Uncle 
Briggs was a Tripp and lived in 
Medusa or Westerlo]. I fi nished 
my dress, all but the buttons and 
pockets.

Sunday, January 4:  Weather 
very nice and pleasant. Went to 
Durham to church this morn-
ing. Did not get back in time 
for Sunday School. Did not go 
to church this afternoon. [The 
Tripps lived next to the Oak Hill 
Methodist Church and were al-
ways very involved there.]  Or-
ville preached. I wrote a letter 
to Libbie Russell this evening. 
Did not go to church. [It sounds 
like there were opportunities to 
spend the whole day and eve-
ning at church.]

Chauncey B Day from Al-
cove recorded on January 
1,1887: Thurs. Went to Al-
cove—got 3 gal. kerosene.

The diary of another anon-
ymous person recorded: Jan 1, 
1888 Rained all day. Hugh here 
in evening. 

A. M. Cowles recorded in 
his diary: January 1, 1898: The 
snow that fell yesterday has 
been piled in heaps last night 
and the wind is still blowing. 
I could not get home last night 
for the snow was drifted.  Mr. 
Whitehead and myself played 5 
games of dominoes this morn-
ing.  In the evening played with 
Mr. Mackey. Mr. Cook and 
brother drove them to the house 
to break out the roads.

Jan. 1, 1918:  A diary from 
the Wade family recorded: Mary 
is with us. We stay in all day. 
Big Fire in Catskill 2:20 a.m.

Mrs. Mary D. Mattice from 
Catskill wrote: Wednesday, Jan 
1,1919: We stayed home. Made 
head cheese and hockeye [a pig 
product].

For years many Oak Hill and 
Vicinity families have gone to 
Florida in the winter; the Tripps, 
the Fords, and the Wades all had 
houses in the Bradenton area. 
For these folks, the New Year 
was a time to go south. A series 
of diaries written by the Wade 
family give an idea of what the 
New York folks did in Florida:

Gainesville Fla Jan 1, 1925. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bates, Nelson and 
I ate our New Year’s dinner to-
gether outside our tents plac-
ing our tables together. (Menu:  
fricasseed chicken, sweet and 
white potatoes, cucumber pick-
les, chili sauce, creamed onions, 
green peas, sweet corn, celery, 
cranberries sauce.  Coffee Lem-
on pies.) The men washed the 
dishes for us. Mrs. Bates and 
I called on Mrs. Harder from 
Hudson on this camp.

Jan 1, 1928: Spend the day a 
home. Bates are away the week 
end. Mr. and Mrs. Lasher called 
this afternoon. We spend our 
spare time writing letters. Nel-
son goes to church.

Deland Fla:  Jan 1, 1930 A 
very lovely day. Need no fi re. 
Wash this am; take a nap this af-
ternoon. And go with the Lash-
ers to see the Glorifi ed Ameri-
can Girl.

1934:  Deland, Fla. We go out 
for dinner and go to the movies 
in afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. Kipp 
from Orange City call in the 
evening. Tooldie seems some 
better today. 80 in the shade.

Jan 1, 1935: A lovely day. 
We call on Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
and the Hacks. Have our din-
ner at home. Spend our evening 
with Mr. and Mrs. Luke

Jan 2.  Three callers. Nice 
day. Our anniversary. Hacks for 
the evening.

Jan. 1, 1938: A lovely day. 

Had dinner at home. Junior with 
us. There was a dinner at the CC 
[country club?] Building for the 
Tourists but we did not go. The 
holidays passed off very pleas-
antly. Thunder showers later 
evening.

Jan 1, 1939:  callers this af-
ternoon.

Jan 2 this is our 56th wedding 
anniversary. Quite a change be-
tween then and now

Jan 1, 1940:  Mr. and Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Lasher, Nelson 
and I had our dinner at the Tour-
ist Club Rooms. A very nice 
turkey dinner gotten on purpose 
for the club about 230 were 
there.  Price 80 cents. The busi-
ness meeting at 7:00, then an 
entertainment and refreshments 
and card playing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howards came this afternoon. 

You can see the New York 
folks had a wide circle of 
friends, lots of activities, and 
warm weather. Some of them 
stayed a few months and then 
returned north. Others made 
Florida their permanent home. 

Another diary which has 
no name identifying its owner, 
written in an O-K Seal Theme 
Tablet is one of my favorites. It 
is titled “My Diary for 1936.”

Wed. Jan 1 --1936:  Geils, 
John and I were to Flossies & 
Harris. A beautiful day. Came 
back and stopped at Golda’s, 
they were sawing ice.

Thurs. Jan 2. John went on 
the road I did chores, washed, 
another lovely day starting to 
rain at night. Reggie Fowler 
broke his leg at Newells.

Friday, Jan 3. Johns home, it 
rained all day. John went with 
Floyd Nickerson after hay.  I 
went to Helens.

Saturday Jan 4:  Lovely 
day just like spring. Helen and 
I went to Middleburg got our 
money from Clarence, came 
back by way of Potter Hollow. 
Stopped at Ethel Bates got home 
about 4 oclock had a hay ride 
through the woods.

Sunday Jan 5: Just a perfect 
day Very icy rained last night.  
John walked to Elmers. Geil, 
K.O. and Cecile was down after 
milk.

Mary Wade, wife of Leslie 
Wade, lived in the Green Re-
vival house in Oak Hill. She 
became the Durham Town Clerk 
January 1, 1946 and record-
ed in her diary: We have Town 
Clerk’s offi ce and had the safe 
etc. moved to our house.  Wrote 
a few licenses.  Stayed home for 
New Year’s Day.

Jan. 2:  got desk ready for 
Town Papers, etc.  Had to get 
new battery for car. Pop [Leslie] 
got all the Town Clerk material 
in order for me. Not much busi-
ness yet. 

Brooks Atkinson, the dra-

ma critic for the “New York 
Times,” and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author who had a house in 
Durham on the Susquehanna 
Turnpike for many years, pub-
lished a book in 1951 called 
“Once Around the Sun.” It is 
presented in diary form in that 
there is an essay for every day 
of the year. 

Some essays describe local 
residents, but today I want to 
share his philosophical com-
ments on January 1, 1951. He 
was in New York City that day. 
His musings seem relevant for 
today: “New Year’s Day. The 
new year comes in with a sting. 
New York is alarmed. Rain fall-
ing at a freezing temperature 
has covered the sidewalks with 
a hard glaze. Speaking over the 
city radio the mayor personally 
warns motorists to keep off the 
icy streets. The Weather Bu-
reau forecasts a heavy snow-
storm tonight. At the moment, 
the year looks bright…. we are 
warm and we begin the new 
year triumphantly. The worst 
can happen; occasionally it 
does. Not many of us in Ameri-
ca are prepared for it, for we do 
not believe it in our bones. We 
cheerfully assume that in some 
mystic way love conquers all, 
the good outweighs evil in the 
just balances of the universe and 
that at the eleventh hour some-
thing gloriously triumphant 
will prevent the worst before 
it happens. In the austere light 
of the world’s experience our 
optimism is naïve. When wars 
and depressions strike us down, 
we are shocked, incredulous, 
and unprepared. But cautious 
calculations bore us; they have 
such a dismal appearance and 
sound. To Americans optimism 
is a more congenial attitude. It 
may be even more than that: it 
may be creative. For all that I 
know at the moment, ‘Happy 
New Year’ may be nothing less 
than prophecy as the world be-
gins one more journey around 
the sun.”

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas 
is the Town of Durham Histori-
an. She lives in Oak Hill, thus 
the name of her column. 

Greenville Auto & Truck Parts 
4979 Route 81, Greenville · 518-966-5344 

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 · Sat 8-5 · Sun 9-2 

OVERBAUGH
DUMPSTERS 

15-Yard Dumpsters Available 
Mark Overbaugh - Greenville 

518-947-9981

Spring Cleaning?? 
Want to Get Rid of Old Metal? 
All Metals Picked up FREE!! 

All appliances - Air Conditioners 
Outdoor Grills - Metal Swimming Pools 

Call Today! 
John at 518-756-3056 

Many people kept diaries in the past

The front of the “Once Around the Sun” dust jacket is typical of illustration in 1951 
when it was published. The book sold for $4.

The dress Helen Tripp wrote about in her diary would likely have been similar to those worn by the Tripp ladies in this picture. 
They prided themselves on their fashionable attire, made mostly at home. At that period of time, the local stores sold yard 
good and notions. Some ladies in town had a dressmaker come to stay for a week or so to make their new gowns.

The Tripps had a house in Bradenton, where the whole family visited.  I U was in 
fact living there when he died, but his body was returned to Oak Hill for burial in 
the Oak Hill Cemetery. They were members of the Bradenton Country Club.

Mary Wade of Oak Hill was one of the many area people who went to Florida each 
winter. Some visited; others retired there. Most people drove from the Catskills to 
Florida, and there are numerous accounts of their trips which took several days 
and possibly car repairs along the way. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The back of the dustjacket of Brooks Atkinson’s book pictures him and tells about 
his many achievements.

Hedges Homestead
By Mary Lou Nahas
For Capital Region Independent Media

For years the word “homestead-
ing” referred to a government land 
program and the skills necessary for 
pioneer living. 

The magazine Mother Earth 
News says that now homesteading 
is about using less energy, eating 
wholesome local food, involving 
your family in the life of the com-
munity and making wiser choices 
that will improve the quality of life 
for your family, your community 
and the environment around you. 
In addition, home businesses are 
no longer limited to farm produce 
stands and craft sales, but can in-
clude marketing a home business or 
telecommuting via the Internet.

Today I want to share the sto-
ry of Hedges Homestead in East 
Durham, which has exemplified 
both meanings. 

James Barker, The Patroon, a 
prominent member of the English 
bar, married Elizabeth Wooer, 
whose family was said to be of the 
house of Tudor. Shortly before the 
American Revolution James and 
Elizabeth came to America bring-
ing with them 23 tenant farmers and 
their families.

“Soon after his arrival, he pur-
chased a large tract of land lying 
in the town of Durham,” Beers 
History of Greene County states: 
“The Barker Patent for 6,000 acres 
extended from the little hamlet of 
Woodstock [their settlement called 
Woodstock was located on the pres-
ent-day Route 32 between Cairo 
and Freehold], nine miles north to 
the Town of Durham, situated on 
both sides of the Katskill Creek.” 

The land was chosen careful-
ly for fertility, abundance of water 
for power and accessibility. Some 
years before his death in 1820, 
Barker moved to the home of Oba-
diah Every, one of his tenants.

In 1825 Henry Hedges and then 
his son Stephen Hedges bought 
a portion of the property on what 
today is Stone Bridge Extension 
Road. The 1867 Beers Atlas of 
Greene County refers to the farm as 
the Patroon Place. 

According to the booklet, 
“James Barker, The Patroon,” 
by Vernon Haskins, written in 
1979, “At the easterly end of East 
Durham village, an improved road 
leads northerly and easterly in a 
wide, sweeping loop, again joining 
the Susquehanna Turnpike at Stone 
Bridge. Much of the acreage con-
tained in this loop was a part and 
parcel of the Barker Patent. The 
wagon house on this farm was the 

original house and doubtless was 
once occupied by the Patroon. Fur-
ther up the highway from the Hedg-
es Homestead, now the home of the 
Jennings-Partridge family, we come 
to Stone Bridge Cemetery. The land 
upon which it is located was given 
to the town of Durham for use as 
a cemetery by the Patroon, James 
Barker.”

Stephen Hedges who owned 
the property in 1825 had four chil-
dren: George (who helped run the 
farm and was a local photographer), 
Henry (a teacher in Albany) and two 
daughters, Margaret (Maggie) and 
Emma. Maggie married Carcelo 
Jennings a doctor in Freehold, who 
died of consumption within a year 
of their marriage. She and her son 
Clarence then moved back to the 
Homestead, which Clarence inher-
ited in the 1920s. Clarence brought 
the first registered dairy cows to the 
farm. He ended up showing them 
all over New York and Ohio in na-
tional shows. They would walk the 
show cows to the train station in 
Cairo to get to the shows. The fami-
ly still has ribbons and trophies that 
are 100 years old.

The third generation of the 
family included Frances Hedges 
and Alfred Partridge. Alfred was 
50 and a bachelor when they mar-
ried. He was also a dairyman who 
brought the Ayrshire cattle to the 
homestead. Frances and Alfred had 
three sons: Lowell, Dwight and 
Eric, all involved today. Eric and 
his wife Janet have three children: 
Courtney, Kacie and Cole, also part 
of the family business. This whole 
group (except Cole, who is still in 
high school) have jobs outside the 
homestead. 

But in January 2021 Court-
ney wrote, “We made a collective 
agreement as a family that this year 

would be the ‘Year of Resurrection’ 
for the farm (I even made everyone 
sign a piece of paper because I am a 
dork). Meaning we’d commit to es-
tablishing and accomplishing goals 
to give this place the facelift that it 
needs. We have a lot of dreams for 
this farm, but the one that is at the 
heart of it all is to make sure it’s still 
standing and standing strong for 
another century at least. We’ve defi-
nitely made some progress — some 
small projects, some much larger 
ones, some glamorous and satisfy-
ing to see the difference, some not 
so glamorous and a lot of trips to 
the dumpster. The best part, though, 
is the time spent working along-
side family and friends. There’s 
still A LOT of work to be done, 
but it helps to reflect on all the lit-
tle things we have accomplished so 
far. Here’s to a couple more doors, 
some windows, some siding, and a 
new water line before the real cold 
weather gets here.”

The Homestead today is in-
volved in maple syrup production. 
As Courtney said recently, “The 
equipment and setup may have 
changed, but it’s still a family affair, 
we still use the old A-frame, and we 
still roast hot dogs in the arch! Al-
fred Partridge (my grandpa) started 
tapping trees in the 1970s here at 
the farm and made sure his three 
young sons were involved. It’s been 
very special, as the third generation 
involved in maple syrup produc-
tion, to be learning from my uncle 
and dad, who learned from their dad 
on the very same trees. 

“This weekend was jam packed 
with sap collection and maple syr-
up production. We are crossing our 
fingers the sap keeps running like 
this for a little while! We have fresh 
syrup, cream, and candy available.”

And Cole — who, as I said, is 

still in high school, plays sports and 
is involved in many school activi-
ties — is raising and milking sever-
al cows. While the family sold their 
dairy herd in 2015 when milk prices 
were so low, they are now building 
it back. 

“Cole’s first Ayrshire, Ezzy, 
who is a descendent of Grandpa 
Partridge’s herd, was overdue by a 
few days and we were all convinced 
she was going to have a bull. So, it 
was met with a lot of shock and ex-
citement when my dad came in at 6 
a.m. Saturday morning to tell Cole 
his herd had increased to include a 
March heifer calf. It may seem silly 
to some, but this moment held so 
much happiness and pride, because 
this is the first bred and owned heif-
er for Cole, and the first bred and 
owned heifer on the farm in seven 
years. I know all the industry peo-
ple will understand how special 
and important it is to be able to put 
‘bred and owned’ at the end of the 
name. So welcome to the world HH 
Champ Elly. The first in a while of 
hopefully many more HH girls here 
at Hedges Homestead,” Courtney 
said. 

As Mother Earth News said, 
they don’t yet have a farmstand but 
you can purchase the products via 
the Internet through their Facebook 
page (Hedges Homestead) or by 
calling 518-577-2580.  Their prod-
ucts are available in local stores 
such as Nellie’s in East Durham 
and they will be at The Two Ladies 
Market at the Milk Run this sum-
mer. They also sell hay and plan to 
raise and sell chicken and pork.  

These folks are living the 
dream — it is clearly hard work, 
but I don’t know anyone who can 
live on the homestead their family 
started in 1825 and bring it into the 
present. As Courtney said, “It’s al-
ways a family effort — the best part 
about doing all of these projects is 
the time I get to spend with my fam-
ily. A lot (aka all) of the craftsman-
ship in these projects is either done 
or directly supervised by my Uncle 
Dwight. He is a man who never ex-
pects or wants praise, but I just have 
to publicly say he is one of the most 
generous people I know — gener-
ous with his time, his talent, and his 
patience.” 

They are truly special folks.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The Hedges Homestead barn restoration.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO   
Cole and his new calf, HH Champ Elly.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
A brochure about the Hedges Farm.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The brochure invited guests to the farm, and many came.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
This 1867 Beers map shows the location of The Patroon Places, Hedges Homestead then and now.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO     
Registered Jerseys were shown by C.H. Jennings and sons around the country.  

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO     
Maple Products are for sale online and at local venues: 4 oz box candy (12 
candies) - $7; shirts - $15; 1/2-pound cream - $8; 1-pound cream - $16; 
1-pint syrup - $14; and 1-quart syrup - $22.
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By Pat Larsen
For Capital Region Independent Media

It’s that time of year when allergens are 
in the air and around our home, causing 
those uncomfortable symptoms within us. 

Let’s start with what we’ve always 
known and done in the past. 

Return to a commonsense approach to 
access “how you’re feeling.” Rather than 
the mine fi eld of thinking that’s been in-
stilled in us over these past three years 
of thinking every symptom is the start of 
COVID. 

Here are three questions to ask yourself: 
• How am I feeling?
• What are my symptoms?
• Have I had adequate hydration, rest 

and physical activity? 
Or:
• Do I just want to take a pill to feel 

better? 
Personal accountability matters here. 

Sometimes this is what it comes down to: 
A resorting to a quick fi x or taking care 
of your health on an everyday basis while 
we adjust to the assault of irritants that are 
swirling in and around us. 

I lovingly suggest we all stop relying 
on an old system of health care unless you 
love having tests and copays fi rst and fore-
most. You’ll know when it’s necessary to 
get into see your doctor. Trust that. Until 
then, get back to self-care. 

OK. Back to home therapies. Here are 
some things to try: 

• Facial massage of sinus areas above 
the eyebrows, at the temples and along the 
bridge of the nose. Tap lightly to help drain 
infl ammation as soon as you begin to feel 
pressure.

• Foot massage: Acupressure point is at 

the ball of the foot. Massage 
the area. It’ll be sensitive. 
Use a 30-second circular 
motion. 

• Do a eucalyptus steam: 
Take a basin with very warm 
water. Not too hot. Drop ap-
proximately a teaspoon of 
Vick’s in to dissolve. (Do 
not use dried eucalyptus. 
That is an ornament sprayed 
with chemicals to preserve.) 
Breathe in the steam from 
the resulting concoction 
with a towel over the basin 
and your head. It’s a great tool that I use 
often. 

• Nasal sprays: Homeopathic, non-me-
dicinal. I use a Xylitol spray twice a day. 
Saline sprays are also safe to use. 

• Some people are comfortable using 
neti pots, which are containers used to 
rinse debris or mucus from the nasal cavi-
ty. Pharmacists are great resources to ask. I 
use Kelly’s professionals. 

• Keep your home adequately humidi-
fi ed. You can use a humidifi er in conjunc-
tion with your heating system or a portable 
room humidifi er. Making sure every few 
days you wash and dry it out. 

• Clean or replace old furnace air fi lters. 
• Or put water in your largest pasta pot 

on the stove and boil water. There’s always 
a way, isn’t there? 

Here are things to do around the house 
that may help:

• Replace old pillows. Wash bedding 
often to release built-up dust from this 
cold, dry winter. 

• Once the snow has melted and mold 
spores are released on a windy spring day, 
refrain from putting sheets on the line. Or 

dry sheets outside and fi nish 
in the dryer. 

• Steam clean carpets on 
dry days. It was suggested 
to share the cost by renting 
a machine and planning on 
sharing over the 24-hour pe-
riod of use. 

• Dust everything. And 
wear that old mask to pre-
vent breathing in the stray 
dust particles. Throw dispos-
able dust clothes out, or if 
using cloth, wash it. 

• Wipe out mold from 
cracks and crevices in showers and tubs, 
and invisible particles on your walls adja-
cent to the tub areas. 

If you get that heavy droopy feeling that 
your own common sense suggests could be 
allergy symptoms, then remember the fol-
lowing as aids:

• Eye irritation from allergies? Use 
over-the-counter allergy drops available at 
the pharmacy. 

• Ketotifen fumarate ophthalmic solu-
tion, which costs approximately $15. It is 
well worth it.

• Homeopathic medicines. I always 
have Coldcalm, and Sinuscalm in the 
house. These cost approximately $11. 

• I also always have a Boiron product 
for fl u-like symptoms, such as body aches, 
fever, headache, etc. This was advised by 
my primary doctor.

• Throat calm tablets or teas. Also a 
Boiron product. 

• Riccola sugar-free throat lozenges. 
The operative word here is sugar-free.

• Slippery Elm tablets made from the 
bark of elm trees are chewable and dis-
solve to resolve minor sore throats. 

• Postnasal drip madness and nighttime 
coughs? Prepare yourself before you go to 
bed by taking a steamy shower to drain the 
nasal passages. Moisturize your nasal pas-
sages. I use Vick’s. Sleep on your side if 
that’s comfortable and elevate your head. 

• Remember, acid refl ux and excess 
stomach acid can cause a build-up of mu-
cus as well. Take care at night when eating 
trigger foods. 

• Sip nettle tea during the day. Green tea 
is a good everyday means of vitamin C nu-
trients and hydration. Decaffeinated green 
tea works as well. 

• Some people use apple cider vinegar 
in water to help reduce developing mucus 
in the body as well. 

Most of all, use your commonsense. 
“In community we heal, in isolation we 

fall into disease.” 
PS: My next presentation is now 

planned for Thursday, April 7, at 10 a.m.: 
“Memory and Concentration as We Age.” 
There will be no regular classes on that 
day. The presentation will be approxi-
mately two hours, followed by a luncheon 
and raffl e. Donation for this program will 
be $20. All are welcome. Sign up at the 
desk. You won’t want to miss this interac-
tive program. Be sure to invite family and 
friends. 

Pat Larsen is a licensed Zumba Dance 
fi tness instructor and a nationally certifi ed 
HypnoTherapist offering private sessions 
in person and via telecommunications 
classes. Programs are held weekly at The 
Shamrock House in East Durham, on Mon-
days and Thursdays, from 9 a.m. and 10:15 
a.m. Please contact Pat for details about 
class availability and to schedule speaking 
engagements for private clubs at Pelars-
en5@aol.com or by calling 518-275-8686. 

Seasonal allergies and home remedies 
Body Mind and Spirit... Connections

Pat Larsen

BODY MIND AND SPIRIT

hear and see all the changes that 
we came up against and tried to 
settle some resolution — to reach 
some decision about something 
and then fi nd out that we might 
not have had language on our side 
to make that happen, even if it 
seemed commonsense to us — we 
saw it was needed.”

The modifi ed proposed law 

clarifi es issues that may crop up as 
developers submit their proposals, 
Bardel said.

“It makes it more clear,” Bar-
del said. “Navigating this topic 
is challenging. We do the best 
we can, given how quickly com-
mercial solar projects are evolv-
ing in New York state. We try to 
do these types of changes, taking 
into account all parties and trying 
to make sure that our local law is 

as clear and specifi c as possible to 
ensure that everybody is upfront 
and on the same page.”

The proposed modifi cations to 
the 12-page law also cover some 
areas that are not included in the 
existing law.

Among the changes is clari-
fi cation on the requirement that 
commercial solar facilities have 
“minimal adverse impact” on the 
natural, environmental and histor-

ic resources of the town. The pro-
posed modifi ed zoning law adds 
verbiage requiring solar projects 
be designed and built to be “as 
compatible as possible with the 
character of the surrounding com-
munity.”

Clarifi cations are also add-
ed for requirements such as the 
timeframe for a developer to add 
trees and other landscaping to a 
site, how the project plans for the 

handling of toxic or hazardous 
materials, and how and where soil 
samples are collected for testing, 
among other changes.

The public hearing for the pro-
posed zoning law modifi cations 
will be held April 18 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Pioneer Building, 11159 
Route 32, Greenville.

SOLAR, from page 1

Renovations on the inn’s rooms 
is just about complete and work is 
ongoing at the clubhouse and ex-
pected to be fi nished by late April or 
early May, Li said. He is renaming 
the inn Birmann Lodge in honor of 
the previous owner who owned the 
property for many years.

Plans are also in the works for 
some improvements to the golf 
course itself, but most of the work 
will be done to the business’s other 
amenities.

“We are going to get rid of all 
the dead trees, redo the pathway and 
do some cleaning work on the golf 
course, but most of it will be as is,” 
he noted.

Li has looked to local suppliers 
and workers for the renovation proj-
ect, he said.

“We really want to support local 
business, so we hired mostly all lo-
cal people and they have been really 
talented, good workers,” Li said.

Once completed, the clubhouse 
will provide a space that can be 
rented out by club members, visi-
tors and the public. The golf course 
is public and open to anyone, with 
or without a membership.

“We are renovating the club-
house as a private space so people 
in the future can reserve that space 
for birthday parties, small weddings 
or graduation celebrations,” Li said. 
“They can put 30 to 40 people in 
that space. We are also adding a lit-
tle gym underneath the clubhouse 
— it’s not going to be a fancy gym, 
but it will be functional. It will have 
most of the equipment you could 
ask for, and it will be open for both 
members and for the public.”

Another amenity that will be 
renovated is the tennis court.

“The tennis court hasn’t really 
been used for over four or fi ve years, 
but we want to renovate that tennis 
court and bring it back to life,” Li 
said. “We are also adding mini golf 
for kids or anyone who just wants to 
chill. Along with mini golf, we want 
to put some tables and chairs where 
people can sit and have coffee or a 
drink while watching their kids play 
mini golf.”

One of the biggest new addi-
tions to Rainbow will be glamping 
facilities.

Glamping — a combination of 
the words “glamorous” and “camp-
ing” — offers a camping experience 
with services and amenities not usu-
ally associated with camping, and is 
gaining in popularity. 

“We want to put some glamping 
concepts around the golf course,” 
Li said. “For example, at the old 

driving range, a part of that will be 
used to create an event space with 
a campfi re and tents where people 
can go and just enjoy the summer. 
We also want to do summer activi-
ties — we bought an outdoor mov-
ie screen that would be open to the 
public. We might have movie nights 
once or twice a week that would be 
free to the public as well.”

The goal is to begin offering 
glamping in the middle of May, but 
Li is still working on the permitting 
and licensing process, he said. Four 
glamping sites would be opened 
this year, with as many as 10 to 15 
added in future years.

“We want to build tiny A-frame 
houses that would not have a kitch-
en or bathroom — it’s only for daily 

activities so people could rent that 
space for a day to do meditation, 
read or just enjoy time with friends 
or by themselves in nature,” Li said.

He is looking to utilize more of 
the property beyond the golf course.

“It’s a huge property — we have 
144 acres and we are just using the 
golf in the middle,” Li said. “There 
is still a big chunk of land around 
the golf course that is not being 
used.”

Li, who works in commercial 
real estate, is originally from China 
and moved to New York City after 
living in Atlanta for a while. He 
was drawn to Greenville during the 
pandemic and the associated shut-
downs.

“During the pandemic I was 

sick of the city — just locked in 
my small apartment, and I couldn’t 
go out or see my friends. The only 
thing I could do was go out on my 
balcony and look across the Hudson 
River — that was all I could do,” he 
said.

The views of nature inspired 
him to look beyond the city’s offer-
ings.

“I looked at a couple of sites for 
getaways and glamping, and it was 
all fully booked for the next four or 
fi ve months. I said, ‘This is hot’ — I 
truly believe in this trend, glamping, 
and I don’t think it is a one- or two-
year trend. I think it is really a new 
fashion,” Li said. “I wanted to fi nd a 
place to do this myself.”

Greenville offered the best of all 

worlds.
“I fi nally found Greene Coun-

ty and it was the perfect location,” 
Li said. “It is two hours from New 
York City and three hours from 
Boston, which is perfect… People 
feel like it is a road trip and they 
want to stay, but it’s not too much, 
like a four-hour trip.”

Working with investors, Li’s 
company, Terracotta Management, 
purchased the Rainbow property 
and found an unexpected amenity 
he didn’t even know was there — 
an air strip capable of landing small 
airplanes. 

“I didn’t know there was an 
air strip until I had made the deci-
sion to buy the property,” he said. 
“I didn’t know it existed, but it’s a 
bonus. You can land small planes, a 
helicopter, as long as you are reg-
istered with the FAA. According to 
the seller, some people would land 
their plane, come out and play golf, 
and then fl y away. We haven’t real-
ly thought about how to use that air 
strip, but it is defi nitely something 
interesting and we want to keep it.”

This is not Li’s fi rst major proj-
ect — he renovated a similar, but 
smaller, resort in Saipan, a U.S. ter-
ritory near Guam — but Rainbow is 
his largest project to date.

“We want to add modern fea-
tures into this classic property and 
bring some fresh air to the busi-
ness,” Li said. “We want to be a 
part of the community and be re-
ally close to all of our neighbors 
and other business owners in the 
community. Our fi rst priority is to 
work with people locally. We want 
to give back to the community be-
cause without the community, this 
place would not exist.”

GOLF, from page 1

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The clubhouse, once completed, will be available for renting for small social 
affairs such as birthday parties, graduation celebrations or small weddings.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
One of the newly renovated rooms at Rainbow Golf Club Inn & Suites.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The golf course will see clean-up work, but will largely remain as is, new owner Hugo Li said.
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 I wanted to thank everyone within the Ravena / Coeymans / 
Selkirk communities for their continued support over the last 
year. It has been difficult at times but we have managed to get 
through it and provide a helpful community service. We are back 
to regular business hours Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm / Sat 10am - 3pm 
/ Closed on Sundays
 Currently, with the volume of bottles and cans we are only 
taking drop offs - bring in your empties, place them in a designated 
area, we take your name and then give you the earliest time 
frame to come back or any time thereafter to collect your money.
Since opening in July 2018, we have helped raise approximately 
$52,500, which is almost 924,000 bottles/cans for 50 different 
organizations which anyone can donate to.
 We look forward to servicing the community in the future. 
If you have any questions regarding operation, donations or 
fundraisers please reach out....

Shane DeCrescenzo

Just Makes Cents
Bottle & Can Redemption Center

518-577-3084
Justmakescents6@gmail.com

2480 US Route 9W, Faith Plaza, Ravena
518-756-9091 • www.HopeFullLifeCenter.org

Helping Harvest
Grocery store for 
families in need!

SNAP, Credit and 
Debit Cards Now Accepted!

OPEN: MON, TUES, 
THURS, SAT 10-2 • WED, FRI 2-6

Building Your Dream Home?

ANNIVERSARY

ANNIVERSARY

Apply online in minutes at nbcoxsackie.com

Serving Greene, Schoharie and Albany Counties
1Pending credit approval. 11% down required. 

Rates and terms may change without notice. NMLS Co ID # 816880

National Bank of Coxsackie can Help
You with a Construction Loan1

•  We’re one of the few lenders that offer it!

•  Only 11% down required with NO PMI

•  Single closing with flexible disbursement schedules

•  No points, application, credit bureau, 
application or inspection fees

•  Competitive rates



The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  April 8, 2022                                                                                         15

years after the war’s conclusion, when 
they moved to his hometown of Green-
ville to run his family’s resort, Pine 
Lake Manor. She did offi ce work, reser-
vations, worked in the kitchen and did 
a little bit of everything in the resort’s 
management.

The rest is history.
“She moved up here in 1948,” Bau-

mann said. “The resort was owned by my 
father’s family, so they left Brooklyn to 
run the resort and that is what she has 
been doing ever since.”

The family continues to run Pine 
Lake Manor, but Schermer is enjoying a 
much-deserved retirement. She stepped 
down from working at the resort when 
she was in her 70s. 

An announcement on social media 
about Schermer’s 104th birthday drew a 
tremendous reaction from family, loved 
ones and the local community, illus-
trating the impact she has had on those 
around her.

“My mother is gentle but strong, and 
she is a hard worker — I don’t know how 
else to describe her,” Baumann said.

While the family threw a big bash for 
Schermer’s 100th birthday a stunning 
four years ago, this year the celebration 
was a smaller family occasion due to 
concerns over the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Schermer’s granddaughter, Amy Short, 
said.

“This year we had a bunch of people 
create video birthday messages for her,” 
Short said of her grandmother’s birthday.

But not even COVID could stop the 
festivities. Schermer, who lives with her 
daughter, Gayle Schermer, in Greenville, 
enjoyed a more intimate family birthday 
celebration Tuesday evening.

Even at the age of 104, Schermer is 

still looking to be actively involved and 
working.

“Last night we were there for her 
birthday and my sister was cutting up an 
ice cream cake, and my mother asked if 
anyone wanted coffee and said, ‘I real-
ly wish I was out in the kitchen doing 
this,’” Baumann said.

Short said her grandmother has had a 
long and productive life.

“I think she got to this age because 
she has always been active and a hard 
worker,” Short said. “She has been work-
ing very hard since she was younger — 
raising a family and running a business 
— and she just has always been a very 
hard worker.”

Schermer had three children, one of 
whom died at a young age, three grand-
children and six great-grandchildren. 

Over the years, she has been involved 
in volunteer efforts and other groups, 
including a quilting group, Holy Rosa-
ry Society at her church, and she put her 
nursing skills to work locally when she 
volunteered to give out inoculations at 
schools.

Her generosity of spirit has also been 
a hallmark of Schermer’s personality, 
her granddaughter said, and that senti-
ment was repeated over and over in the 
birthday videos created by family and 
friends.

“She is probably the nicest, kindest, 
most generous person that I know, and 
I am sure many of the people who know 
her would agree with that as well,” Short 
said. “Many of the people on the video 
messages talk about how kind she was 
to their parents or to contemporaries of 
hers, and how they could always rely on 
her.”

“She is just a very nice, giving, gen-
erous, kind person,” Short added.

BIRTHDAY, from page 1

Brian Hemlock and John Barr of TCI NY join RCS High School 
students on their annual field trip to the “Trail of the Fallen” to 
honor those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice for our nation. 
Located near West Point the students participated in a day-
long team-building exercise with military staff. TCI sponsored 
part of the trip. There is an ever-expanding mound of stones, 
benches, and painted rocks placed in memorial to the lives lost 
during military conflicts. The students decorated four rocks of 
their own and took turns carrying them up to the memorial.
“It is important that we as a country and a community, remember 
and appreciate all of those who have served in the United 
States Armed Forces,” said Mr. Hemlock. “We have both active 
and retired military working at TCI.
Over the years, TCI has developed a strong partnership with 
RCS High School awarding scholarships to RCS High School 
Seniors and providing rewarding paid internship opportunities. 
The company now employs several former interns in good 
paying full-time jobs with benefits.
Lisa Patierne, Principal at RCS, said, “Not every student will go 
onto college. TCI provides students with paid worked based 
learning opportunities that can lead to a promising career.”
“This private-public partnership between TCI and RCS is a 
perfect example of career exploration and readiness that is 
paramount to developing a skilled workforce” states Brian 
Williams, Executive Director of the Capital Region Workforce 
Development Board.
To apply for a job at TCI, please call John Barr at 518-756- 9997. 
For more information, please visit our website at www.tci-ny.com.

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL HOME FOR 60 YEARS!

741 DELAWARE AVENUE, DELMAR, NY 12054

(518) 439-5560
WWW.MEYERSFUNERALHOME.COM

A family owned funeral home, started in 1968 by 
Ben Meyers of Alcove. In recent years taken over by 

his son, Stephen; who lives in Ravena. 

For personal service, flexibility and cost savings on 
your cremation and burial needs. Just 13 miles from 
downtown Ravena. I know people do not like to talk 
to the tax man or funeral director, but if I can be of 

any help at the time of need, please feel free to call.  

Stephen Meyers - Where the name on the sign out 
front matches the guy you talk to.

Burials starting at $2,835
Cremations starting at $995

Make a Bold Statement

Add beauty and value to your outdoor 
space with maintenance-free 

Cultured Stone® veneers. 

For over 50 years, Cultured Stone® has been the 
preferred stone veneer manufacturer among those 

who value aesthetic, efficiency, and precision. 

Visit GNHlumber.com to learn more.

Greenville  |  Windham  |  Latham

Seasonal 
Full & Part-Time Housekeeping

Pine Lake Manor
An All Inclusive Family Vacation Resort

WE’RE HIRING AT

WWW.PINELAKEMANOR.COM

Please Call 518-966-5745
Come Join the Family!!
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NEW YORK – New York Attorney 
General Letitia James, leading a coalition 
of 19 attorneys general, called on the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to 
strengthen protections against lead poisoning, 
particularly for children living in low-income 
communities and communities of color. 

While the EPA has taken steps to increase 
public health protections and address lead 
contamination in vulnerable communities, 
the coalition argues that the agency could bol-
ster its plans by taking various steps to target 
childhood lead poisoning, such as expanding 
resources to better enforce laws, creating new 
policies to address hazardous waste sites and 
drinking water, and more. 

“Lead poisoning in our kids is a danger-
ous problem that disproportionately impacts 
low-income, and Black and brown children 
and jeopardizes their health and future,” James 
said. “EPA’s current lead plan is an important 
and necessary start, but more comprehensive 
resources, strategy, policies and collaboration 
are needed to tackle the issue head-on. Our 
coalition is urging the federal government to 
be a forceful, reliable and effective partner in 
ending childhood lead poisoning in our most 
vulnerable communities.” 

Lead is a highly toxic metal that can cause 
serious and irreversible adverse health effects. 
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention estimates that children in at least 
4 million households nationwide are exposed 
to high levels of lead. 

A 2021 study published in the Journal of 
the American Medical Association Pediatrics 
suggested that more than half of all U.S. chil-
dren have detectable levels of lead in their 
blood. That study also found that elevated 
blood lead levels in children were closely 
related to poverty, race and living in older 
housing.  

New York has some of the oldest housing 
stock in the nation, resulting in an ongoing 
public health crisis of lead poisoning of chil-
dren from lead paint in aging rental housing. 
New York communities, in places like Buf-
falo, suffer from some of the highest rates of 
childhood lead exposure in the nation from 
poor housing conditions in old homes with 
lead paint. 

Children who have been exposed to even 
very low levels of lead are at risk for neuro-
logical and physical problems during critical 
stages of early development. In fact, no safe 
lead level in children has been identifi ed. 

Children under the age of six are more 
likely to be exposed to lead than any other age 
group, as their normal behaviors could result 
in them chewing lead paint chips; breathing 
in or swallowing dust from old lead paint that 
gets on fl oors, windowsills and hands; and 
lead can be found in soil, foods eaten by chil-
dren, and other consumer products.  

In their comments, the coalition credits 
EPA’s Draft Lead Strategy for identifying 
government-led approaches to increasing 
public health protections, addressing legacy 

lead contamination for communities with 
the greatest exposures, and promoting envi-
ronmental justice. However, the coalition’s 
comments identify numerous other mea-
sures necessary to strengthen the plan by 
aggressively targeting hazards posed by lead 
in paint, drinking water, soils, aviation fuel, 
air, food, and through occupational and take-
home exposures. These include: 

• Increasing resources for the enforcement 
of existing laws relating to lead paint in rental 
housing and amending existing regulations to 
require landlords to increase the frequency of 
inspections of houses with a history of lead 
paint hazards;  

• Developing proactive policies and stan-
dards for hazardous waste sites, drinking wa-
ter, and other sources of lead exposure that 
are more protective of health and designed to 
reduce lead poisoning;  

• Developing aggressive deadlines for 
tightening standards, developing enforcement 
policies, and conducting an endangerment de-
termination for lead in aviation gas under the 
Clean Air Act;  

• Identifying meaningful environmental 
justice targets to ensure that the communities 
most in need and the vulnerable are protected;  

• Encouraging interagency collaboration 
and data sharing with other federal agen-
cies such as HUD, OSHA, FAA, FDA, and 
USDA;  

• Pledging allocations of federal funds to 
replace drinking water service lines contain-

ing lead reach struggling and historically mar-
ginalized communities;  

• Adopting federal regulations requiring 
testing of water and remediation of lead ser-
vice lines and lead plumbing fi xtures in pub-
lic, charter, and private schools, and in child-
care centers;   

• Expanding multi-language information-
al campaigns and blood lead testing programs 
to address “take-home lead” exposure — lead 
from work that accumulates on a worker’s 
clothing and shoes; and  

• Developing other specifi c metrics for 
achieving and evaluating success in lead re-
duction.  

Joining James in submitting the com-
ments are the attorneys general of Califor-
nia, Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Iowa, 
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, New Mexico, North Carolina, Or-
egon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, 
Wisconsin, and the District of Columbia. 

 This matter is being handled by Assis-
tant Attorneys General Patrick Omilian, Phil 
Bein, and Max Shterngel, and Chief Environ-
mental Scientist Jodi Feld of the Environmen-
tal Protection Bureau, under the supervision 
of Bureau Chief Lemuel M. Srolovic. The 
Environmental Protection Bureau is a part of 
the Division for Social Justice, which is led 
by Chief Deputy Attorney General Meghan 
Faux and overseen by First Deputy Attorney 
General Jennifer Levy.

The Magic 
Ball Trilogy  
written by Steve Trout, former Yankee player

Buddy the baseball – 
The ball that changed his game, part 7
 

This installment in the series is about how class bully Roy 
learned how to watch his words and respect others.
Billy moved up to a higher level of baseball when he turned 13. This 
higher level meant that the competition was tougher and the players 
stronger. Billy prepared well by taking wrestling during the winter to 
make himself stronger since he was determined to be the very best 
version of himself. Ever since his old baseball Buddy came into his life, 
he dedicated himself to being the best at everything he did.
Billy’s new team had a couple of teammates who played with him from 
last year, but the other guys were older and had different personalities. 
A few players were 15, and that’s a big difference to a 13-year-old. 
After practice he was talking with his friend Sam when all of a sudden 
he was bumped from behind by another guy on his team. “Sam, did you 
see that? What a jerk.”
“Yeah. His name is Roy and he’s sort of a punk. Did you see the black 
eye he had?” Sam answered.
“He probably deserved it,” Billy said.
“I heard he’s always getting into trouble, fighting and swearing. He has 
a very bad reputation,” said Sam. “He bumped into me also when we 
were leaving the dugout to go take some infield practice.”
After practice Roy’s dad was standing at the fence waiting for his son.
 “Son, how did practice go? Did you do well?” Just then Billy and a few 
other teammates walked past as Roy said, “See you tomorrow, guys.”
 One of them said, “I hope not.”
“Roy,” his dad asked him, “did you get into an argument? I’ve been 
thinking since last summer when you were at camp and you got into 
trouble teasing other kids that playing baseball was a good idea. And 
what about that fight you had last week in school? You know we’ve 
been working on your temper. You have a chance of being a good 

ballplayer if you get along with others.”
At the next practice Roy was aggressive 
toward Billy and Sam. He took the bat from 
Sam and told Billy to go grab the ball bag 
and bring it to the mound. Billy told Roy 

that he was not the coach 
and to stop acting like he 
was running the team. Roy 
laughed and said, “It’s best if 
you just do what I say.”
Sam thanked Billy for standing up 
to Roy. “Man, I’m scared of the guy,” 
Sam said.
“Well, I’m not exactly comfortable being around him either, but if he 
sees I’m scared, he will treat us even worse. The guy’s a bully. I wonder if 
he even knows it.”
After practice Roy pushed another teammate as he walked to where his 
dad was waiting. Roy’s dad looked and saw the kids who had gathered 
around the coach. “Hey, son, do you need to be with your team? It 
looks like they’re having a meeting.”
“It’s no big deal,” Roy said.
 Roy’s dad thought something was not right and called the coach when 
they got home. “Hi, Coach Howard. I noticed after practice the team 
was meeting, but Roy was not part of it.”
Coach Howard said, “I’m glad you called. I was just about to give you a 
call. Roy’s teammates told me about how Roy is bullying and says things 
that are intimidating. They don’t want him around because some of 
them are a little scared of him.”
“Okay,” said Roy’s dad, “I will talk with him about this.”
When Billy got home that afternoon he took Buddy out of his case. 
“Hey, Buddy, I need you again to help out with this new team I’m on.”
 “Okay, I’m ready for action. What’s going on?”
“Buddy, we have this kid named Roy who is really mean. He even had 
a black eye on the first day of practice. I think he’s a bully. He’s really 
aggressive. Some of us are scared.”
“Did you tell the coach?”
“Yes, we had a meeting. Many of the guys said they don’t want to play 
with Roy.”
“He might not know he’s a bully or what he says is hurtful,” Buddy said.
“He told one of us, ‘Hey, stand closer to the ball. Maybe you will hit it.’ 
He taunts us.”
“Talk to your mom and dad,” Buddy suggested. 
Then he thought to himself: “No more ‘Tank’ but ‘Tiger.’”

Read the next installment in the next Greenville Pioneer!
SPONSORED BY:

Debra Danner, Catskill Regional Manager
CBPP Greenville Office 11573 State Route 32 Unit 8B Greenville NY 12083 • CBPrime.com • 518-966-4900

AG urges stronger protections against lead poisoning

By John Grimaldi
For Capital Region Independent Media 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — As 
we age, we become more suscep-
tible to infl ammatory diseases such 
as rheumatoid arthritis. Thus a new 
moniker for the process of growing 
old has emerged –“infl ammaging.”

It makes sense once you consid-
er that the majority of age-related 
diseases have an infl ammatory or-
igin and that aging, itself, is a dis-
ease.

The National Institutes of 
Health [NIH] has weighed in on 
the discussion arguing that: “Ag-
ing as the passage of time and the 
accumulation of wisdom is not un-
desirable; the physiological decline 
that accompanies the process, how-
ever, most certainly is … aging is a 
‘special form of disease’ … Whilst 

many aging researchers have open-
ly declared that the universality of 
the aging process means it is not a 
disease, aging fi ts the given medi-
cal defi nition of a disease. There 
is no disputing the fact that aging 
is a ‘harmful abnormality of bodi-
ly structure and function.’ What is 
becoming increasingly clear is that 
aging also has specifi c causes, each 
of which can be reduced to a cellu-
lar and molecular level, and recog-
nizable signs and symptoms … As 
aging appropriately fi ts the defi ni-
tion of disease, there is a shifting 
consensus that aging should be seen 
as a disease process in itself, and not 
a benign progression of age that in-
creases the risk of disease.” 

Meanwhile, the National Li-
brary of Medicine points out that 
infl ammation is a normal bodily 
response to cell injury; it’s part of a 

natural healing process when one is 
injured or has an infection. 

The infl ammatory response 
occurs when tissues are injured by 
bacteria, trauma, toxins, heat or 
any other cause your body releases 
chemicals that cause swelling. This, 
in turn, isolates the injury and at-
tracts white blood cells that help the 
healing process. 

But a runaway reaction can oc-
cur when there is no injury or infec-
tion. Since there’s nothing to heal, 
the immune system cells that nor-
mally protect us begins to destroy 
healthy arteries, organs and joints, 
according to the Scripps Clinic 
Health website. 

And now the folks at Stanford 
University and the Buck Institute 
of Research on Aging have come 
up with a way to use a blood test to 
determine an individual’s so-called 

infl ammatory age – or iAge. Your 
iAge differs from your chronolog-
ical age in that it’s a measure of the 
chronic infl ammation in our bodies. 

Stamford’s Dr Nazish Sayed, 
who helped develop the iAge blood 
test, says that “Our chronologi-
cal age shouldn’t matter to us so 
much. What should matter is how 
well we age. Our goal should be a 
healthier old age, one in which we 
prevent some of the ill health that is 
all too commonly associated with it 
… Chronic infl ammation is char-
acterized by being low-grade and 
persistent, and ultimately it leads 
to collateral damage to tissues and 
organs. It has been associated with 
heart disease, cancer, and neuro-
degenerative diseases. Thus, we 
hypothesize that by testing for and 
then working to lower iAge, we can 
minimize the diseases that are asso-

ciated with chronic infl ammation.” 
Sayed explains that they tested 

blood samples from 1,000 individ-
uals. He said it turned out that some 
of those blood tests showed that a 
number of donors with a chrono-
logical age of 45 had high levels of 
infl ammation and an iAge of 65. 

The iAge factor is essentially a 
measure of an individual’s infl am-
matory markers. 

“Our test isn’t commercially 
available yet, but we hope it could 
be used to screen for these infl am-
matory markers as part of annual 
check-ups,” Sayed said. “This could 
allow for early detection of a vari-
ety of chronic conditions including 
heart disease and maybe even Type 
2 diabetes and dementia.”

John Grimaldi is an editorial 
contributor at the Association of 
Mature American Citizens.

Aging is mostly about infl ammatory health issues
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By Dr. Billy Holland
For Capital Region Independent Media

For those who try to live for 
the Lord and want to please Him, 
I’m sure you know what I mean 
when I say there are times when 
the spirit is willing, but the fl esh 
is weak. 

When it comes to maintain-
ing a red-hot enthusiasm for the 
Christian life, we are not robots, 
but rather we are emotional hu-
mans that have good days along 
with other times that are clouded 
with feelings of melancholy. 

It does the heart good to qui-
etly sit alone as we search within 
our soul trying to fi gure out what 
is wrong. It could be a nagging 
sin where we should have stood 
strong against it but instead, we 
gave it control. God promises that 
in the midst of our misery there is 
nothing we can do that will make 
Him love us any less. Or maybe 
our hearts are weighed down with 
heaviness for a world that has 
turned away from God. 

Whatever our burden, we can 
rest assured that He knows our 
thoughts and exactly what we are 
going through. Romans 8:39 is 
a wonderful reminder: “Neither 
height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God 
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

The Gospel is often called the 
good news and rightly so as there 
is nowhere in this world that God 
cannot hear our cries or feel the 
weight of our worries. There is no 
point in our lives where He turns 
away from us or sees us as unde-

serving or unworthy of His love. 
So today, if you are having 

diffi culty sensing His presence 
and feel like you are drifting on 
an open sea, God wants you to 
know He has never left your side. 
There is strength, confi dence, and 
hope in His name as He is waiting 
to lead you into the healing light 
of His glorious presence. 

II Samuel 22:3-4 declares, 
“My God, my rock, in whom I 
take refuge, my shield, and the 
horn of my salvation, my strong-
hold and my refuge, my savior; 
you save me from violence. I call 
upon the Lord, who is worthy to 
be praised, and I am saved from 
my enemies.” 

The Lord promises that we 
can always run to Him when we 
are afraid and anxious, when we 
are having health issues, confused 
or sad, or overwhelmed with dis-
couragement. Wherever you are, 
He is always there to protect and 
comfort you. 

As I sit here seeking God’s 
guidance, I just received a text 
from a dear friend asking for 
prayer. He said he is struggling 
with a sense that he has been 
abandoned by God. I’m sure you 
will agree it’s not a coincidence 
that I would be writing about the 
very thing that he just contacted 
me about. 

It hurts me to see others dis-
couraged as we are living in dif-
fi cult times but there will be sea-
sons when we are convinced He 
is not concerned about what we 
are going through. This happens 
to all of us because our emotions, 
namely what we see, hear and 

feel, are so strong, however, these 
natural feelings can be mislead-
ing and often prove that things 
are not always the way they seem. 

Divine truth is found in the 
spiritual realm with God and is 
based on His nature and charac-
ter, which is an extension of what 
He has promised in His Word. 

“So be strong and courageous! 
Do not be afraid and do not panic 
before them. For the Lord your 
God will personally go ahead of 
you. He will neither fail you nor 
abandon you. And the Lord, He is 
the One who goes before you. He 
will be with you, He will never 
leave you nor forsake you; do not 
fear nor be dismayed” (Deuteron-
omy 31:6,8). 

The desert is a hot and dry 
environment and we read in the 
Bible that many of God’s people, 
including Jesus himself, spent 
some agonizing times there. But 
let us remember that for whatever 
reason we may go through these 
wilderness experiences, God is 
not only with us every step of the 
way, but He also promises after 
a certain amount of time to lead 
us back into the cool refreshing 
waters of His joy, peace, and res-
toration. 

Ask Jesus to forgive and 
cleanse your heart, trust in His 
endless grace, and as sure as the 
sun will rise tomorrow, you will 
fi nd yourself back in His everlast-
ing arms of love.

Discover more about the 
Christian life at billyhollandmin-
istries.com.

Wherever you are, God is with you
Living on Purpose

Because you care! 
Sometimes, things don’t always work out at home for a child.     
New  York’s Office of Children and Family Services estimates that 130,000 

children around the state live with a grandparent, an aunt or uncle, or other 
family member. Some even live with close family friends. When a family member 
or close family friend assumes the responsibility of caring for a child, that’s called 
Kinship Care.        

Perhaps you are a kinship care provider, or know someone who is. If you are, 
you do it for all the right reasons. Because you care.  But there’s good news.    
St. Catherine’s Center for Children has launched a new program to support    
kinship caregivers in Albany, Schenectady, Greene and Ulster Counties. The     
program connects caregivers like you to a variety of community and public     
support services, providing you with the tools you need to succeed. Want to learn 
more? Call us at the number below, or email kinshipcare@st-cath.org 

St. Catherine’s Center for Children 
40 North Main Avenue, Albany, NY 12203 

www.st-cath.org  •  518-453-6700

St-Cath_Kinship Care_6-21_Layout 1  6/30/2021  2:37 PM  Page 1



18	 	 													The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  April 8, 2022

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear 
from you. Send information about up-
coming events and news to news@

greenvillepioneer.com. 

(We need to have announcements 
at least two weeks in advance.)

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!

By Thomas Christopher
For Capital Region Independent 
Media

If you are gardening in 
Rochester, Minnesota, and you 
get a craving for Ethiopian kale, 
where do you go for seeds? The 
Rochester Public Library, of 
course.

This institution has, since 
2018, run a thriving seed li-
brary, which includes all sorts 
of cosmopolitan crops among 
its accessions. You just show 
your library card, and that en-
titles you to select 10 packets 
of seeds from its rack. There 
is no cost, although the library 
encourages borrowers to let a 
few of each type of plant go to 
seed in their gardens, collect 
the seed, and return this harvest 
to the library to help provide 
material for the next year’s dis-
tribution.

Seed libraries are a fairly 
recent phenomenon in the Unit-
ed States. The earliest example 
I can find is BASIL, the Bay 
Area Seed Interchange Library, 
which was founded in 2000 at 
the Berkeley Ecology Center in 
Berkeley, California. The idea 
– to create a self-sustaining 
source of free food crop seeds 
for the community – quickly 
caught on.

I’ve seen one calculation by 
Professor Michael S. Carolan of 
Colorado State University, who 
included a study of seed librar-
ies in his 2018 book, “The Food 
Sharing Revolution,” that as of 
the time of publication there 
were some 660 seed libraries in 
the 48 contiguous states. Most 
are associated with public li-
braries, which can provide a 
centrally located place to house 
this endeavor, and staff to assist 
with its operation, as well as ex-
pertise in securing funding.

The services that a seed li-
brary can provide are several. 

A source of free, easily avail-
able seeds encourages library 
patrons to embark on growing 
their own food, and so improv-
ing their diet. Unlike commer-
cial seed suppliers, whose eco-
nomics force them to focus on 
generic best-selling cultivars, 
seed libraries can stock veg-
etable and fruit varieties that 
perform particularly well in the 
local region. 

Likewise, by emphasizing 
saving the seeds of the best-per-
forming individual plants, and 
then making them available for 
replanting in the same commu-
nity the next year, seed libraries 
help to foster the evolution of 
locally adapted genetic vari-
ants. By featuring crops such as 
Ethiopian kale that are import-

ant to local cultural groups, a 
seed library can not only foster 
the food ways of that sub-com-
munity, but also help to intro-
duce them to other residents 
and expand the interactions be-
tween neighbors.

Seed libraries also help to 
keep seeds in the public do-
main. Years ago, farmers and 
gardeners almost all saved 
seeds from each year’s crops to 
furnish the material for the next 
year’s planting. Sharing such 
seeds was common. 

Over the last century, how-
ever, seeds have become big 
business. Seed companies now 
patent outstanding cultivars 
so saving seeds from them for 
public distribution is illegal, 
and most new introductions are 

hybrids anyway, which means 
that offspring from saved seeds 
are unlikely to resemble closely 
the parent plant. 

The resulting concentration 
of seed distribution has had 
a profound effect. According 
to Michael Carolan, just three 
companies — Bayer Monsanto, 
DuPont and Syngenta — ac-
count for roughly 50% of all 
seed sales worldwide. Cor-
porate consolidation has also 
shrunk product lines, hugely 
reducing the diversity of food 
crops available to gardeners.

From talking with Keri Ost-
by, the librarian in charge of 
the Rochester Public Library’s 
seed library, it became appar-
ent that this venture had also 
become a point of intersection 

for all sorts of gardening orga-
nizations, from garden clubs to 
the cooperative extension. The 
connections formed in this way 
provide a critical mass for oth-
er initiatives, horticultural and 
otherwise. 

In Rochester, for example, 
the seed library catalog and ac-
companying education materi-
als are being published now not 
only in English but also Span-
ish, Somali and Khmer, and 
volunteers associated with the 
seed library have begun a pro-
gram to find space in communi-
ty gardens for would-be garden-
ers without a plot of their own.

For help with starting a seed 
library in your own community, 
I recommend you consult the 
“Start a Library” page of the 
Seed Libraries’ webpage (http://
seedlibraries.weebly.com/). 

For additional insights, lis-
ten to my conversation with 
Keri Ostby of the Rochester 
Public Library. You’ll find that 
on the Berkshire Botanical Gar-
den’s “Growing Greener” pod-
cast at www.thomaschristoph-
ergardens.com/podcast.

Be-a-Better-Gardener is a 
community service of Berkshire 
Botanical Garden in Stock-
bridge. Thomas Christopher is 
a volunteer at the garden and 
is the author/co-author of more 
than a dozen books. He is the 
2021 Garden Club of America’s 
National Medalist for Litera-
ture. His companion broadcast, 
Growing Greener, streams on 
WESUFM.org, Pacifica Ra-
dio and NPR and is available 
at thomaschristophergardens.
com/podcast.

Check out these seeds

COURTESY OF BERKSHIRE BOTANICAL GARDEN
Among the benefits of seed libraries is they help to keep seeds in the public domain.

Be A Better Gardener
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 
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Next to Family Dollar
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Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/

Real, Reputable, 
Trusted. Your News 
Media.

www.newsmediaalliance.org 

THIS PUBLICATION 
SUPPORTS REAL 
NEWS.

THE PUBLIC NEEDS THE TRUTH;
NOT SOCIAL MEDIA HEADLINES & FAKE NEWS.

#SupportRealNews
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By Russell Gloor
For Capital Region Independent Media

Dear Rusty: My nephew died 
suddenly at 50 years of age and left 
two children, ages 17 and 14. He 
was divorced, but they were mar-
ried for more than 10 years, and his 
ex-wife works as a nurse. 

My nephew worked for more 
than 10 years during his lifetime. 
I want to know if the children are 
eligible for survivor benefi ts and 
the amount of benefi ts they will re-
ceive, and if their mother’s income 
will affect their eligibility.  

Also, will my nephew’s ex-wife 
be eligible for survivor’s benefi t as 
she is taking care of a child younger 
than 16 years old? She did not re-
marry. Will her income affect her 
survivor’s benefi t? 

Signed: Helpful Relative 
Dear Helpful Relative: Our 

condolences on your nephew’s sud-
den and untimely passing. 

From what you’ve shared in 
your email, your nephew’s minor 
children are eligible for Social Se-
curity benefi ts based on his earn-
ings record (assuming he worked in 
a job where he paid SS FICA taxes 
on his earnings). However, because 
they are divorced, his ex-wife is not 
eligible for early “child-in-care” 
spousal benefi ts. Child-in-care 
spousal benefi ts are not available to 
divorced spouses under age 62.  

Your nephew’s minor children 
are eligible for benefi ts and their 
mother’s income won’t affect their 
survivor benefi t from their father. 
Both minor children currently 
qualify for a survivor benefi t from 

their father, and the benefi t for each 
could be as much as 75% of the 
benefi t their father had earned up to 
the month he died. 

They will remain eligible for 
this benefi t until they reach 18 years 
of age (or 19 if still in high school). 
It’s possible that Social Security’s 
“Family Maximum” may slightly 
reduce each child’s survivor ben-
efi t to a bit less than 75%, but any 
such reduction for the 14-year-old 
will disappear when the 17-year-old 
turns 18 and becomes ineligible for 
child survivor benefi ts). 

The children’s mother should 
contact Social Security as soon as 
possible (at her local SS offi ce or at 
the national service center number 
– 1-800-772-1213) to apply for sur-
vivor benefi ts for her children. She 
may need to provide their father’s 

death certifi cate (although SS may 
have already received that from the 
funeral director), as well as the chil-
dren’s birth certifi cates. 

If your nephew’s ex-wife 
doesn’t remarry before age 60, at 
that time she will become eligible to 
collect a survivor benefi t from her 
deceased ex-husband. But claimed 
at age 60 that survivor benefi t will 
be reduced by 28.5% from what it 
would be if she waits until her full 
retirement age (FRA) to claim it (a 
survivor benefi t reaches maximum 
at the survivor’s FRA but is reduced 
if claimed earlier). 

If she claims her survivor ben-
efi t prior to reaching her FRA and 
she is working, Social Security will 
impose an earnings limit which, if 
exceeded, could result in the loss of 
some of her survivor benefi ts. Earn-

ings limits for future years aren’t yet 
known, but the 2022 earnings limit 
is $19,560. The earnings limit will 
no longer affect her Social Security 
benefi ts after she reaches her full re-
tirement age. 

This article is intended for infor-
mation purposes only and does not 
represent legal or fi nancial guid-
ance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social Security 
Association (NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affi liated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory) or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Survivor benefi ts for minor children
Social Security Matters

New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation 
Commissioner Basil Seggos an-
nounced the fi rst round of com-
petitive grants for the Forest Con-
servation Easements for Land 
Trusts (FCELT) Grant Program. 

In partnership with the Land 
Trust Alliance, a total of $1.35 
million in grant funding is avail-
able for DEC to award to eligible, 
accredited land trusts to purchase 
conservation easements on forest-
ed land for the purpose of protect-
ing these lands from future devel-
opment. 

The goal of the grant program 
is to increase the pace of forest 
land conservation to keep forests 
as forests and combat climate 
change.

“Forest land’s capacity to 
absorb and store carbon makes 
conserving New York’s forests 
an essential tool in addressing the 
climate crisis,” Seggos said. “To-
day’s announcement builds on the 
success of DEC’s Conservation 
Partnership Program by work-
ing with the Land Trust Alliance 
and our land trust partners state-
wide to invest in protecting New 
York’s forests from development 
pressures and providing forests’ 
essential benefi ts to New Yorkers, 
like clean air, clean water, wild-
life habitat, forest products and 
carbon storage.”

New York state has a long his-
tory of forest preservation, Jenni-
fer Miller Herzog, the Land Trust 
Alliance’s chief program offi cer.

“At a time when we must in-
crease the pace of conservation 
to help prevent the worst effects 
of climate change, this new pro-
gram will leverage the strength 
of New York’s land trust commu-

nity to protect the forests we all 
depend on,” Miller Herzog said. 
“New York is well known for pre-
serving its forests, especially in 
places like the Adirondacks and 
Catskills. The Forest Conserva-
tion Easements for Land Trusts 
Program will empower New 
York’s land trusts to help with 
smaller parcels that are critical 
for climate resilience, including 
those that are family owned. We 
are proud to partner with DEC to 
launch this innovative approach 
to protect one of our most import-
ant natural resources for the many 
climate, economic and health 
benefi ts forests provide.”

Applicants may apply for up 
to $350,000 to fund the acquisi-
tion of conservation easements on 
forest land in New York state. To 
apply, a 25% match of grant fund-
ing requested is required and land 
trusts must be accredited by the 
Land Trust Accreditation Com-
mission.

Funding for the grant pro-
gram is provided by the state’s 
Environmental Protection Fund 
(EPF). In the 2022-23 Execu-
tive Budget, Hochul proposed 
increasing the EPF to $400 mil-
lion, the highest level of funding 
in the program’s history. The EPF 
provides funding for critical envi-
ronmental programs such as land 
acquisition, farmland protection, 
invasive species prevention and 
eradication, enhanced recreation-
al access, water quality improve-
ment and an aggressive environ-
mental justice agenda.

FCELT grants will further 
goals/strategies identifi ed in the 
New York State Open Space 
Plan, the New York State Wildlife 
Action Plan, the New York State 

Forest Action Plan, and/or other 
local, regional or statewide land 
protection plans.

Privately owned forestlands 
cover 13.62 million acres and 
represent 74% of New York’s 
forests, according to the 2020 
Forest Action Plan. More than 10 
million acres are considered fam-
ily-owned or non-corporate for-
ests. Nearly 700,000 private for-
est landowners provide the public 
with the benefi ts of clean air and 
water, carbon sequestration, wild-
life habitat, and a forest-based 

economy. 
The plan identifi es some of 

the biggest threats to keeping pri-
vately-owned forests healthy and 
intact: development pressure, in-
consistent or lack of professional 
forest management practices, 
succession planning, and inva-
sive pests which are often exac-
erbated by climate change and 
have the potential to devastate or 
completely wipe out entire tree 
species.

FCELT has a two-step appli-
cation process, which includes a 

letter of interest followed by a full 
application. Letters of interest are 
now being accepted and are due 
by May 16. Full applications are 
by invitation only. Applicants in-
vited to submit a fi nal application 
will be notifi ed by June 13, after 
which fi nal applications will be 
due by July 28. Complete details 
about this grant opportunity in-
cluding eligibility requirements 
and other program elements can 
be found on the FCELT webpage.

DEC: $1.35M available to conserve forested land

Crossroads Ford
We are locally-owned & operated & our staff is customer-friendly with no 

pressure, so you can make the best decision for your next vehicle purchase.

518-756-4000 • 2351 Rt. 9W Ravena, NY • (Just 10 miles South of Albany)

FORD BRONCO  
SPORT BIG BEND

FORD BRONCO FORD BRONCO FORD BRONCO FORD BRONCO FORD BRONCO FORD BRONCO FORD BRONCO FORD BRONCO 
1 available

FORD EDGE

5 available

FORD F-150
3 available 3 available

FORD RANGER

ALERT!
These
NEW  

VEHICLES  
just landed  
& WON’T  
last long!

2016 NISSAN ROGUE S
AWD 4dr Crossover, 

Power Windows/ Locks/
Mirrors, A/C Climate 

Control, Automatic, AUX 
Input,   94,699 Miles.

$17,245 STK#  U11221T

Work Truck, 4x4, 4dr  
Double Cab, Power 
Windows/Locks, FLEX Fuel, 
4.3L V6, Auto, Bed Liner, 
Tow Package, 89,127 Miles.

$29,995

2016 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 

STK#  U11207T 

$33,990

2.0L I4, Auto., AWD, 
4Dr., SUV, Alloy Wheels, 
Great Tires, Leather Inte-
rior, Pano Moonroof, Full 
Power, 84,021 Miles.
$35,995

2018 VOLVO XC90 MOMENTUM

STK#  U11244T

2020 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT WAGON XLT
4dr, LWB PASSENGER 

Mini Van, Dual  
Sliding Doors, Power 

Windows/Locks/ 
Mirrors, 40,886 Miles.

STK#  U11306T 
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CAIRO — After voting to opt-out of 
permitting cannabis shops and smoking 
lounges in December, the town board 
may put the issue to a referendum.

Town Supervisor Jason Watts at the 
March meeting raised the issue of hold-
ing another public hearing on the issue, 
but sentiments at the meeting favored 
putting the decision to a vote, possibly 
in November.

“It can’t be put on the shoulders of 
five people (on the town board),” Town 
Councilman Tim Powers said. “This 
needs to go to a referendum.”

Municipalities had the option to opt 
in or opt out of both cannabis sales and 
lounges at the end of 2021, after the state 
legalized marijuana. Those that opted 
out have the option to opt in later on, but 
once a community opts in, they cannot 
opt out, under New York state law.

Watts said that at the December pub-
lic hearing, the vast majority of speak-
ers were in favor of permitting cannabis 
sales in the town, though the town board 
voted to opt out.

“Over 95% of the people in the public 

hearing were for it,” Watts said.
Powers responded that the public 

hearing drew a small number of speak-
ers.

“That was 20 people. We are a town 
of 6,700,” Powers said. “Every person 
that is of voting age in this town should 
have a say in this. We all live here. I’m 
not going to make that decision for 6,700 
people and I don’t think that you should 
either. Let them have their say — put it 
on the ballot.”

The state has not released many de-
tails of the regulations that will govern 
the cannabis industry, resident Scott 
Yates said. 

“At least wait until the state comes 
out with the regulations,” Yates said. 
“Right now, Catskill signed on, Coxsack-
ie signed on. Nobody has any clue what 
the state regulations are. They come out 
with this stuff on a daily basis.”

That was the reasoning behind opting 
out in the first place, Powers said.

“That is exactly why we opted out in 
December,” he noted.

Opting in does not give the commu-
nity recourse if things don’t work out, 
Yates added.

“Once you opt in, you can’t opt back 

out,” he said. “You can always opt in — 
six months down the road, if the state 
comes out with regulations, it might 
work. Opt in, you are in, but once you’re 
in, you can’t opt back out — you are in 
for life.”

Resident Emmy LaRosa Cross want-
ed the town to take a step back and take 
a closer look at the issue.

“There has to be a voice of reason to 
say let’s pull back just a little bit, get all 
the information and all the knowledge 
that we need to get, and then revisit it, 
rather than opting in and that’s it,” LaRo-
sa Cross said. “You have to be the voice 
of reason to say we are not ready for this 
yet, but we can revisit it once we know 
what we are getting ourselves into.”

Resident Monica Kenny-Keff said 
making a decision without all the details 
was unreasonable.

“It’s like agreeing to pay $100,000 
for a car that you haven’t seen yet,” Ken-
ny-Keff said. “[Cannabis] licenses aren’t 
supposed to come out until at the earliest 
2023, so there is time.”

She called for the town council to put 
the issue to a vote by the community.

“This should be something that goes 
on the ballot, if for nothing else than not 

taking the backlash yourselves,” Ken-
ny-Keff noted. “There is backlash both 
ways on this. Instead of it being back-
lash on the five of you, the people spoke 
— they voted.”

Yates urged the town to wait until the 
state releases the full cannabis regula-
tions before putting the issue to a public 
hearing or vote.

LaRosa Cross said the public hearing 
drew a great deal of support for opting 
in, but it was a small sampling of resi-
dents.

“I was here for the public hearing and 
there were about 25 people, but there 
are 6,700 people in this town,” she said. 
“Those 25 people are very passionate 
about it, but there are people in the town 
who are not passionate about it at all. 
There has to be a voice of reason and the 
board should be the voice of reason.”

Watts said he supports the idea of 
putting the issue to a public referendum 
and would look into the process of doing 
that.

“I don’t have a problem with putting 
it on the ballot,” he said. “I don’t have a 
problem with that at all.”

Cannabis opt-in may go on Cairo ballot
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