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COVID-19 death toll 
could reach 240,000

See page 9

We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
News about COVID-19 is chang-
ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
ably changed since we sent this 
paper to the printing presses. We 
encourage you, if possible, to 
visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/greenvillepioneer 
where we are sharing breaking 
news, closings and cancelations. 

To our readers,

Thank you, 
The Greenville Pioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―
Everyone is aware by now 
of mandates to practice so-
cial distancing, hand hygiene 
and other ways of preventing 
transmission of the coronavi-
rus, but here’s a possible dan-
ger you may not have thought 
of — spreading the virus 
through your trash.

Trash disposal was deemed 
an “essential” service by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo when he put 
strict regulations in place in 
the battle against COVID-19. 
But waste-disposal experts say 
there are risks if garbage is not 
handled and packaged proper-
ly — and that is a concern for 
them.

In Greenville, the town 
recycling center is open, but 
with limited hours. Town res-
idents needing to dispose of 
trash or recyclables can stop 
by the center from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday and Sat-
urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
the community safe, we ask 
that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 
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Trash is a possible danger when it comes to spreading COVID-19.

Trash can pose 
COVID-19 risk

See TRASH, page 10

Schools 
remain 
closed

By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

GREENVILLE—Schoo l s 
will remain closed statewide 
through mid-April and the state’s 
fi rst temporary hospital was 
completed in New York City on 
Friday as New York remains the 
nation’s epicenter for the novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Schools will now remain 
closed statewide through April 
15. Schools across New York 
were ordered closed March 18 
through April 1 to be reassessed 
every two weeks. The state’s 
waiver was extended for school 
districts to receive state aid with-
out holding physical classes for 
180 days. 

During this time, schools are 
still required to provide continu-
ity of instruction, meals for stu-
dents and information on avail-
able childcare resources

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier,” 
said Greenville Central School 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland. “When the District 
receives additional guidance 
concerning the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, we will be able 
to share more details and answer 
additional questions, including 
those surrounding spring break, 
grading, and other regulatory 
requirements. We recognize the 
diffi culties faced by our students 
and families and ask for patience 
during these unprecedented 
times.”

“Our teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families have done an 
amazing job working together to 
keep our students engaged while 
schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
proposed budget amend-
ment that would cut local 
voices out of the solar per-
mitting process is moving 
forward despite pushback 
from Greene and Columbia 
county officials.

Negotiations are con-
tinuing on the proposed 
changes to siting solar and 
wind energy, known as the 
Accelerated Renewable 
Energy Growth and Com-
munity Benefit Act, said 
Jordan Levine, deputy com-
munications director for the 
energy and environment in 
the office of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“It is impossible to say 

if anything outside the 
normal will get done, but 
renewable energy siting is 
still on the table,” he said.

Since the budget amend-
ment was announced on 
Feb. 21, local officials have 
warned that changing so-
lar siting laws to abolish 
the existing review process 
would violate home rule 
and diminish local author-
ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
Supervisor Rick Hanse.

“We are at the mercy 
of the state whether they 
take it out of the budget, 

and should it pass, the state 
will have complete authori-
ty to override town zoning 
laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
ist.”

Hanse said local offi-
cials have been lobbying 
lawmakers to debate the 
proposed amendment sep-
arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 

the amount of ‘touch’ our drivers have on garbage.”
— CARMEN BARBATO JR., OWNER OF CARMEN BARBATO, INC.

O�  cials are 
concerned that the 
proposed changes 

could accelerate the 
development of solar 
farms across Greene 

and Columbia 
counties, including 

Hecate Energy’s 
proposed 700-acre 

facility in Copake and 
the Flint Mine solar 

project in Coxsackie.
See SOLAR, page 10

Vote on Cairo cannabis law off the table
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CAIRO — A proposed public refer-
endum on the town’s decision to opt out 
of permitting cannabis dispensaries and 
lounges would be illegal, town attorney 
Tal Rappleyea said.

Deputy Town Supervisor MaryJo 
Cords led the town board’s April meet-
ing and said a previous plan to put the 
issue on the November ballot was not 
permitted. Town Supervisor Jason Watts 
and Town Councilwoman Debra Bogins 
were absent from the meeting.

“At our previous meeting, we talked 
about the cannabis law that we opted out 
of,” Cords said. “We talked about want-
ing to have a resolution on the ballot 
in November to see whether the public 
wanted it or didn’t want it. Our town at-
torney tells us we can’t do that.”

Cannabis was legalized in New York 
state by former Gov. Andrew Cuomo on 
March 31, 2021, and gave municipali-
ties the choice of opting in or opting out 
of allowing marijuana dispensaries and 

lounges by the end of 2021. The Cairo 
Town Council voted in late December to 

opt out.
At the last meeting of the board, offi-

cials began exploring the option of put-
ting the issue to a vote to enable local 
residents to have their say on wheth-
er marijuana dispensaries and lounges 
should be permitted in the town.

But Rappleyea said that was not al-
lowed under New York state law.

There are two types of referendums 
in New York — mandatory, which is re-
quired for certain actions taken by local 
governments, and permissive, which 
would require a petition submitted to the 
town within 30 days of a decision. 

Neither currently applies to the can-
nabis issue, Rappleyea said.

“Most laws are not subject to either a 
permissive or a mandatory referendum, 
expect that when the Legislature set up 
the cannabis law, they said you can ei-
ther do nothing, which means you opt 
in automatically come Dec. 31, 2021, or 
you can opt out by Dec. 30, 2021, and 
then that resolution and local law is sub-
ject to a permissive referendum, which 
means the people can then circulate a 

Visit Our Full Service Website Including Instant Chat: www.victordevito.com
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Recycling center 
reopening vote 

fails to pass
See page 5

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — An assembly line of 
volunteers gathered this weekend to put to-
gether hundreds of hygiene kits that will be 
distributed to veterans at the VA hospital in 
Albany.

About three dozen local residents were at 
the American Legion Post in Greenville on 
Saturday to assemble nearly 300 bags fi lled 
with personal care items including razors, 
shampoo, conditioner, body lotion, wet wipes, 

See HAND, page 13

BOE adopts tentative $33.7M school budget
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — The Green-
ville Board of Education approved 
the tentative $33.7 million school 
budget for the 2022-23 school 
year at the April 11 meeting of the 
board.

Voters will have their say on 
the budget when they head to the 
polls May 17. A public budget 
hearing will also be held May 3 
at the middle/high school audito-
rium.

The tentative budget stands at 
$33,697,442.

Hours prior to the April 11 
board meeting, district offi cials 

learned that state aid would be 
lower than they initially thought, 
District Superintendent Michael 
Bennett said.

“We received word this morn-
ing that we were about $68,000, 
almost $69,000 less than what we 
had originally put into our bud-
get,” Bennett said. “Everything 
we heard from the state up to this 
point had been that it was going to 
be a good year and we were going 
to be made whole again with some 
of the fi nancial package coming 
back, so we were a little caught off 
guard with getting a little less than 
that.”

Business Offi cial Janet Maass-

mann went to work crunching the 
numbers the day of the meeting 
and she and Bennett presented the 
board with an updated budget be-
fore board members unanimously 
voted to approve it.

The tax levy cap imposed on 
school districts differs from year 
to year and relies on a complex 
formula to determine how much of 
an increase is permitted without a 
supermajority of voters approving 
it. This year’s cap was at 3.56%, 
but district offi cials said they did 
not want to go that high.

“Our tax levy limit for us this 
MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    

The Greenville Board of Education approved the tentative school budget for 
the 2022-23 academic year. The annual budget hearing and budget vote will 
be held in May.

FILE PHOTO    
Putting the cannabis issue on the ballot in November would not be allowed under New York state 
law, Cairo town attorney Tal Rappleyea said at the town board’s April meeting.

See BUDGET, page 13

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Dozens of local residents turned out to lend a hand with assembling the kits Saturday morning.

A helping hand for those who served

About three dozen local residents were at 
the American Legion Post in Greenville on 
Saturday to assemble nearly 300 bags fi lled 
with personal care items including razors, 

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
An assembly line of volunteers put together plastic bags filled with hygiene items to 
be distributed to veterans in need at the Albany Stratton VA Medical Center.
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APRIL 2022
9 - Program: “Plants for Birds: Creat-
ing a Year-Round Garden Habitat,” free 
webinar by Mountain Top Arboretum. 
Register at mtarboretum.org/events.
9 - Qigon class, 10 a.m., Cairo Public 
Library, 15 Railroad Ave., Cairo. Can be 
done sitting or standing.
11 - Greene County Legislature - Coun-
ty Legislature and Public Works meet-
ing, 6 p.m., 411 Main Street, Suite 403, 
Catskill.
11 - Greenville Central School District 
Board of Education budget meeting, 6 
p.m., MS/HS Library, Route 81, Green-
ville.
13 - Greene Rotary Clubs information-
al meeting, 6-8 p.m., Angel’s Pizza and 
Restaurant, 4318 State Route 23, Cairo. 
Free admission.
16 - Volunteer event assembling hy-
giene kits for veterans, 10 a.m., at 
American Legion Post 291, 54 Maple 
Ave., Greenville. All are welcome to 
participate.
18 - Greenville Town Council meet-
ing, 7 p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 
Route 32, Greenville.
18 - Greene County Legislature - Eco-
nomic Development and Tourism, 
Finance meetings, 6 p.m., 411 Main 
Street, Suite 403, Catskill.
19 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., 7309 Route 81, East Durham.
20 - Cairo Town Board workshop meet-
ing, 7 p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
20 - Greene County Legislature Regu-

lar Meeting, 6:30 p.m., 411 Main Street, 
Suite 403, Catskill.
20 - Greene County Planning Board 
meeting, 6:30 p.m., 411 Main Street, 
Room 419, Catskill.
21 - Greene County Fire Advisory Board 
meeting, 7 p.m., at Greene County 
Emergency Control and Training Cen-
ter, 25 Volunteer Drive, Cairo.
26 - Greenville Central School District 
Board of Education meeting, 6 p.m., 
MS/HS Library, Route 81, Greenville.

MAY 2022
2 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at 
Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
3 - Greenville Central School District 
Board of Education budget hearing, 
MS/HS Auditorium, Route 81, Green-
ville.
3 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., 7309 Route 81, East Durham.
4 - Greenville Town Planning Board 
meeting, 7 p.m., at Pioneer Building, 
11159 Route 32, Greenville.
5 - Cairo Planning Board meeting, 
7 p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
7 - 15th Annual Rip Van Winkle Wine, 
Brew and Beverage Festival, 11:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., at The Historic Catskill Point, 
1 Main Street, Catskill. Tickets can be 
purchased at the door for $25 or online 
through Eventbrite.com. Event will be 
held rain or shine.
17 - Greenville Central School District 
Board of Education election and bud-
get vote, 1-9 p.m., Scott Ellis Elementa-
ry School, Route 32, Greenville.

14-15 - Friends of Purling Yard Sale, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., at Shinglekill Falls Bed 
and Breakfast, 508 Mountain Avenue, 
Purling. Participants will donate mon-
ey to help fund community gardening 
projects such as the Mountain Avenue 
Bridge and the Welcome to Purling 
sign.
16 - Greenville Town Council meet-
ing, 7 p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 
Route 32, Greenville.
17 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., 7309 Route 81, East Durham.
18 - Cairo Town Board workshop meet-
ing, 7 p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
18 - Cairo Rabies Clinic, 5-7 p.m., Ange-
lo Canna Town Park, Cairo.
19 - Greene County Fire Advisory Board 
meeting, 7 p.m., at Greene County 
Emergency Control and Training Cen-
ter, 25 Volunteer Drive, Cairo.
21 - Spring Fling Flea Market, 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m., at TGM American Legion Post 
187, 94 Second Street, Athens. Setup 
for vendors begins at 7:30 a.m. Vendor 
applications are available on Facebook 
page or at the Post. Indoor spaces are 
6’x8’ for $25; outdoor spaces are 10’x10’ 
for $35. Proceeds will go towards the 
Post’s kitchen renovation project.
28-29 - 44th Annual East Durham Irish 
Festival, 2267 Route 145, East Durham. 
30 - Memorial Day. All town offices 
closed
30 - Cairo Memorial Day Parade, 11 
a.m., down Main Street with memorial 
service at Angelo Canna Town Park.
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.

Better TV  
Our Promise to You

Offer expires 7/15/20. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Smart HD DVR included.

AMERICA’S TOP 120

Great entertainment 
with a local touch.

190 $5999/mo.
Channels

HI-TECH ADVISERS
(888) 729-4907

Document Ref: IQM9L-BLADW-UE84B-PAVJK Page 5 of 5

To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  
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THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

To have your organiza-
tion’s events added to our 

calendar, please enter them 
online at www.greenvillepi-

oneer.com
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  

GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
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news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

For over 30 years, the Carver 
Company’s Core Compe-

tencies consist of General & 
Marine Construction, Sand 

and Gravel Mining, Property 
Management, Port, Stevedor-

ing, Terminal & Warehouse 
Management, Maritime and 
Logistics, and Tug and Barge 

Marine Towing. 
494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

WASHINGTON – U.S. Rep. Antonio Delgado, 
D-19, recently voted for bipartisan legislation to 
cap out-of-pocket costs for insulin at no more than 
$35 per month in Medicare Part D and commercial 
health insurance. 

The Affordable Insulin Now Act helps ensure vi-
tal and affordable access to life-saving medication 
for the more than 37 million people in the United 
States who have diabetes, including one-third of 
Medicare benefi ciaries and the over 7 million Amer-
icans who rely on insulin to maintain their health and 
well-being, according to Delgado.

“We need to lower prescription drug costs now. 
Americans pay more than 10 times the price of insu-
lin compared to other similar high-income countries, 
and the price continues to rise,” said Delgado. “The 
millions of Americans with diabetes who depend 
on insulin to maintain their health and well-being 
should not be subjected to these outrageous prices. 
I was proud to vote today to cap the out-of-pocket 
costs for this life-saving drug and help ensure that it 
is accessible and affordable.”   

The Affordable Insulin Now Act requires Medi-
care Part D plans and commercial health insurance 

plans to cover insulin and cap cost-sharing at no 
more than $35 per month.

Beginning in 2023, the bill requires private 
health plans to cover at least one of each type and 
dosage form of insulin and caps cost-sharing for a 
30-day supply at the lesser of $35 or 25% of a plan’s 
negotiated price.  

The bill also requires all Medicare prescription 
drug plans to cap cost-sharing for insulin at no more 
than $35.

Among individuals with private insurance, half 
would save at least $19 per month and a quarter 
would save at least $42 per month, Delgado said.  
Individuals who buy their own insurance will expe-
rience the most savings.

Delgado has consistently advocated to lower 
Medicare and prescription drug costs, he said in a 
statement. At the end of 2021, Delgado called on the 
Department of Health and Human Services to take 
action to lower Medicare premiums. In November 
of 2021, Delgado voted for the House-passed Build 
Back Better Act, which included a similar provision 
to cap out-of-pocket costs for insulin.

Delgado votes to cap insulin costs
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

ALCOVE — The annual Alcove Community 
Yard Sales is Saturday, April 30, 2022. 

Registration forms may be picked up at the front 
of the Little Red School House on State Route 143 
in Coeymans Hollow, the Alcove Post Offi ce (out-
side wall) or from the Coeymans Town Clerk’s Of-
fi ce. Registration forms must be returned by mail 
to: Alcove Preservation Association, P.O. Box 81, 
Alcove, NY, 12007, by April 23, 2022.

Treasure maps (donation $1) available the day 
of the Yard Sale at the Coeymans Hollow Fire-
house, starting at 8 a.m. The Little Red School 
House will also hold a yard sale and the museum 
will open at 8 a.m. A luncheon will be held at Trini-
ty United Methodist Church from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
by United Methodist Women.

The Coeymans Hollow fi rehouse will be selling 
breakfast sandwiches at 8 a.m. 

Alcove Day Yard Sales, April 30

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/

Real, Reputable, 
Trusted. Your News 
Media.

www.newsmediaalliance.org 

THIS PUBLICATION 
SUPPORTS REAL 
NEWS.

REPORTERS, EDITORS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS
CREATE REAL NEWS. JOURNALISM YOU CAN TRUST.

#SupportRealNews
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Charges can be amended or 
dismissed.

STATE POLICE
■ Jason Stickle, 36, of Green-

ville, was arrested March 30 
at 2:45 p.m. in Greenville and 
charged with seventh-degree crim-
inal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class A misdemeanor, 
and second-degree aggravated un-
licensed operation, an unclassifi ed 
misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Mercedes Durling, 20, of 
Kingston, was arrested April 1 at 
10:28 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content over 
0.08% and driving while intoxicat-
ed, both unclassifi ed misdemean-
ors. She was released to a third 
party.

■ Seth Bohanan, 31, of 
Catskill, was arrested March 2 at 
12:22 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with second-degree menacing and 
fourth-degree criminal possession 
of a weapon, both class A misde-
meanors. He was issued an appear-
ance ticket.

■ Jillian Greeke, 42, of Pough-
keepsie, was arrested April 1 at 
5:30 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with manufacture of drug-relat-
ed paraphernalia, seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance and second-degree crim-
inal use of drug paraphernalia, all 
class A misdemeanors. She was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Edward Pessolano, 58, of 
River Vale, New Jersey, was ar-
rested April 2 at 10:34 p.m. in 
Durham and charged with driving 
while intoxicated, an unclassifi ed 
misdemeanor. He was released to 
a third party.

■ Stephen Grant, 42, of Kings-
ton, was arrested April 3 at 4:34 
a.m. in Catskill and charged with 
resisting arrest, a class A misde-
meanor, and operating a motor 
vehicle with a blood-alcohol con-
tent over 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassifi ed mis-
demeanors. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ James Constantine, 66, of 
Catskill, was arrested April 2 at 
2:15 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content over 
0.08% and driving while intoxicat-
ed, both unclassifi ed misdemean-
ors. He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Neil James, 31, of Brook-
lyn, was arrested April 5 at 11:15 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol contnt over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassifi ed misdemeanors. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Lillian Barber, 24, of Catskill, 
was arrested April 5 at 10:05 p.m. 
in Coxsackie and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassifi ed misdemeanors. She 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Robyn Reed, 64, of Catskill, 
was arrested April 6 at 12:58 a.m. 
in Catskill and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated. She was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Troy Koschitzki, 23, of 
Catskill, was arrested April 3 at 
5:06 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassifi ed misdemeanor. He was 
released on his own recognizance.

■ Raheen Davis, 48, of the 
Bronx, was arrested April 3 at 
10:52 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with tampering with physical evi-

dence, a class E felony; fi fth-de-
gree criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance, a class D felony; 
fourth-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class C 
felony; third-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance 
with intent to sell, a class B felony; 
second-degree obstruction of gov-
ernmental administration and sev-
enth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, both class 
A misdemeanors; and third-degree 
aggravated unlicensed operation of 
a motor vehicle, an unclassifi ed m 
misdemeanor. He was released on 
his own recognizance.

■ Angelo Salvatore, 38, of 
Catskill, was arrested April 4 at 
3:53 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with fourth-degree criminal pos-
session of a weapon, a class A mis-
demeanor; third-degree criminal 
possession of a weapon with a pre-
vious conviction, a class D felony; 
and driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassifi ed misdemeanor. His ar-
restee status was unknown.

■ Michael Scalice, 35, of Red 
Hook, was arrested April 4 at 3:53 
a.m. in Catskill and charged with 
second-degree obstruction of gov-
ernmental administration, a class 
A misdemeanor; seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class A misdemeanor; 
and fi fth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, a 
class D felony. His arrestee status 
was unknown.

■ Michael Yachnes, 75, of 
Westkill, was arrested April 3 
at 10:12 p.m. in Lexington and 

charged with fi rst-degree reckless 
endangerment, a class D felony, 
and fourth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon with intent to use, 
a class A misdemeanor. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance.

■ Danielito Martinez, 44, of 
Catskill, was arrested April 6 at 
6:30 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Jeffrey Cafaldo, 38, of New 
Baltimore, was arrested April 6 at 
7:05 p.m. in New Baltimore and 
charged with seventh-degree crim-
inal possession of a controlled sub-
stance, a class A misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Rita Meguin, 44, of Purling, 
was arrested April 7 at 6:34 p.m. in 
Cairo and charged with third-de-
gree menacing, a class B misde-
meanor. She was released on her 
own recognizance.

■ William Perkowski, 77, of 
Catskill, was arrested April 7 at 
7:46 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with criminal obstruction of 
breathing, a class A misdemeanor. 
He was issued an appearance tick-
et.

■ Jessie Angel, 31, of Cairo, 
was arrested April 8 at 3:50 p.m. in 
Durham and charged with fi rst-de-
gree criminal contempt, a class E 
felony. She was held.

■ Jessie Angel, 31, of Cairo, 
was arrested April 8 at 3:05 p.m. in 
Cairo and charged with second-de-
gree obstruction of governmental 
administration and third-degree 

bail jumping, a class A misde-
meanor. Bail bond was set.

■ Samantha Maine, 33, of 
Catskill, was arrested April 9 at 
2:17 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content over 
0.08% and driving while intoxicat-
ed, both unclassifi ed misdemean-
ors. She was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Richard Labrecque, 56, of 
Tannersville, was arrested April 9 
at 12:16 a.m. in Tannersville and 
charged with criminal obstruction 
of breathing, a class A misdemean-
or. He was released on his own re-
cognizance.

■ Brian Gammons, 36, of 
Catskill, was arrested April 8 at 
1:50 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with second-degree criminal 
mischief, a class D felony, and 
third-degree assault with intent 
to cause physical injury and sec-
ond-degree aggravated harass-
ment/threat by phone, both class A 
misdemeanors. His arrestee status 
was unknown.

■ Mathias Brightly, 41, of Me-
dusa, was arrested April 8 at 7:48 
p.m. in Durham and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassifi ed misdemeanors. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Leslie Melendez, 21, of Ath-
ens, was arrested April 9 at 1:22 
a.m. in Catskill and charged with 
driving while intoxicated, an un-
classifi ed misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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KINGSTON – State Sen. Michelle Hinchey recently announced 
that a total of $348,000 in capital project grants through the New York 
State Council on the Arts (NYSCA) have been awarded to seven non-
profi t arts and culture organizations across Albany, Greene and Ulster 
counties. 

In this fi nal round of grant awards for Fiscal Year 2022, NYSCA 
prioritized small and medium-sized organizations and many fi rst-time 
Capital Grant applicants, with the majority of funding within Hinchey’s 
district going to support organizations with operating budgets under $1 
million.

“Upstate is a beacon for the arts and it’s our small nonprofi ts that are 
serving underrepresented communities and leading the way to show us 
the profound value of creative culture and its ability to bring people to-
gether and drive investment across our whole economy,” Hinchey said. 
“We need to do everything we can to bring relief to our local artists 
and arts institutions whose already small operating budgets have been 
further devastated by the pandemic. I will always be a strong advocate 
for our upstate arts sector and will continue to fi ght to ensure that their 
revitalization is a core piece of New York’s economic recovery.”

News of these latest NYSCA awards comes on the heels of an an-
nouncement made by Hinchey last December that nearly $1 million in 
third-round NYSCA grants would be shared among 19 arts and culture 
organizations in the Hudson Valley and Capital Region of her district 
to aid artists and institutions that have been severely impacted by pan-
demic losses. 

New York comes in second in the nation for the worst COVID-19 
losses in the creative economy, with a loss of more than 280,000 jobs 
and $26.8 billion in sales. Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, New 
York’s arts and cultural sector accounted for nearly half a million jobs 
and generated around $120 billion for the state.

Creative sector organizations in Hinchey’s district selected for NY-
SCA’s fi nal round of grants for FY 2022 are:

• $288,000 for Women’s Studio Workshop – Funding will support 
the restoration and redevelopment of a historic 1800s era brick arched 
oil house into a new ceramics studio, artist book editions studio, and 
fi ve rental studio spaces for local artists. 

• $10,000 for Arts Society of Kingston – Grant dollars will support 
performance space seating, lighting, and audio/visual improvements.

• $10,000 for Rosendale Theatre – The grant will fund technical 
sound equipment and the replacement of lighting equipment.  

• $10,000 for Greene County Council on the Arts, Inc. – Funding 
will support accessibility and energy system improvements. 

• $10,000 for Old Songs, Inc. – Grant dollars will support a new 
sound system purchase.

• $10,000 for Wave Farm, Inc. – The grant will support the replace-
ment of an FMT transmitter.

• $10,000 for Shadowland Artists, Inc. – The funding will support 
the replacement of an exterior door.

NYSCA Capital funding invested to date totals $50 million, which 
has been awarded across three funding rounds.

Hinchey: $348K 
investment in capital 

projects for arts, 
culture nonprofi ts
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Gordon Homer Tuttle
SOUTH WESTERLO — Gordon Homer 

Tuttle, a lifelong resident of South West-
erlo, passed away on Saturday, March 
26, 2022, at Greene Meadows Nursing 
Home under hospice care; he was 87 
years old. 

Born December 25, 1934, at Albany 
Medical Center, he was one of the four 
“Christmas babies” pictured in the 
Times Union that year. 

As a boy, Gordon was already making 

motor sounds while running at play, pre-
tending he was driving. Gordon graduat-
ed from Greenville Central School, class 
of 1953. He was drafted into the Army 
and deployed to Germany; enjoying his 
time there, he was assigned to heavy 
truck mechanic school and graduated 
the top of his class. 

After his military service he was 
employed by three local car dealerships, 
before working and later retiring after 20 

years of service from the Albany County 
D.O.T in Voorheesville. 

He then joined the Norton Hill Wildlife 
Club and went on the annual trips to 
their camp in the Adirondacks. 

Gordon remained a bachelor, becom-
ing very self sufficient and independent. 
In his early 80s his short term memory 
failed, leaving him unable to drive. He 
was cared for by his sister and private 
aides. 

Gordon is survived by his sister and 
brother-in-law, Sheila and Orlo Wagon-
er; two nieces, Janet Niles and Karen 
Salzer, as well as their families. 

A celebration of Gordon’s life took 
place on Saturday, April 9, from 1-3 p.m. 
with a memorial service at 2:30 p.m. at 
A.J. Cunningham Funeral Home, 4898 
State Route 81, Greenville. Condolences 
can be posted at ajcunninghamfh.com.

Jan’s 
Country Cuts

Walk-Ins Welcome
Call for an appointment

(518) 966-8349

4841 NY-81 Greenville, NY
WED - SAT: OPEN 9:30AM-5PM • SUN - TUE: CLOSED

unvaccinated individuals must wear a mask

BOOTH RENTERS CAN APPLY!

Obituaries

Carver Companies fundamental belief has been to provide 
unparalleled service all while maintaining our values of honesty 
and integrity both on land and sea. We pride ourselves on our 
unmatched logistics services and superior products to our 
customers, partners and tenants. We work hard to inspire our 
diverse, well-rounded workforce and management team to always 
perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism.

CONSTRUCTION MARITIME MATERIALS

The Pioneer of Integrative 
Solutions on Land and Sea

HEADQUARTERS: 494 WESTERN TURNPIKE | ALTAMONT, NY |  518.355.6034

WWW.CARVERCOMPANIES.COM

30+ Years
IN THE INDUSTRY

5 Ports
on the East Coast and Canada

2,000+ Pcs
OF EQUIPMENT

34 Hope Plaza, 
West Coxsackie, NY 12192

518-731-4800

TWO LOCATIONS:
4852 Route 81, 

Greenville, NY 12083

518-966-4800

Voted The Best Pharmacy in 
Greene County For Two Years Running. 

This award ceremony is put on by Greene County Chamber 
of Commerce and voted on by Greene County residents.

MEDICATION SERVICES
• Prescription Refills and Transfers
• Home Delivery
• Compounding
• Compounding for Pets
• Durable Medical Equipment
• Erectile Dysfunction Medication
• Immunizations
• Medication Adherence
• Medication Synchronization
• Medication Therapy Management
• Prescriptions for Pets
• Supplies for Physician offices

OVER THE COUNTER
• Pain Medication
• Cold and Allergy Medication
• Vitamins and Supplements
• Oral Health Products
• Feminine Hygiene Products
• First Aid Items
• Cosmetics
• School and Office Supplies
• Infant Care
• Hair Care
• Shower and Bath Items
• Sunscreen and Bug Spray

CARDS & GIFTS
• Home Decor
• Greeting Cards
• Special Occasion Items
• Seasonal Gifts
• Kid’s Toys
• Candles
• Gift Cards
• Scarves, Purses and Tote Bags

John H. Mages
John H. Mages, 73 years, 

of Ravena, passed away on 
March 31, 2022, at the Strat-
ton VA Hospital in Albany, NY. 
He is survived by his loving 

wife, Susan Mages. He is pre-
deceased by his father, Henry, 
and Mother Virginia (Hinkley) 
Mages.

John proudly served his 

country, with two tours in the 
Vietnam War in the Marine 
Corps. He had a great sense 
of humor, and a way of string-
ing words together to explain 
how things work. He will be 
missed by his family and es-
pecially his dear cat, Bitsy.

Susan would like to give 

special thanks to Jake and 
Peg for all of their support and 
friendship.

Calling hours will take place 
on Thursday, April 7, 2022, 
from 4:00pm-7:00pm, at New 
Comer Cremations & Funerals, 
343 New Karner Road, Colo-
nie NY 12205.

To make a memorial contri-
bution in John’s honor, please 
visit the Wounded Warrior proj-
ect at woundedwarriorproject.
org or by mailing a donation to 
Wounded Warrior Project, P.O. 
Box 758516, Topeka, Kansas 
66675-8516.

By John Grimaldi
For Capital Region Independent Media

 WASHINGTON, D.C. – It is 
tempting to start thinking that the 
COVID pandemic will soon be a 
bad memory. 

Surely, among the older popula-
tion there is a particular desire to put 
an end to the social isolation. They 
are among those who were – and 
still are – particularly impacted by 
the loneliness of the disease, not to 
mention that seniors are among the 
most likely to succumb to infection.  

“Whether the pandemic will 
soon be over or not is unknown at 
this point, bearing in mind that new 
variants can emerge at any moment 
as we have learned over the past 
two years,” said Rebecca Weber, 
CEO of the Association of Mature 
American Citizens. “What we do 
know is that it has disrupted the 
lives of the most vulnerable among 
us. Prior to the outbreak of the dis-
ease in March of 2020, too large a 
percentage of the over-60 set were 
already living alone. The pandemic 
sentenced an even greater number 
of seniors to solitary confi nement.”

How bad is it? The National 
Academies of Sciences Engineer-

ing and Medicine reports that, “So-
cial isolation and loneliness are se-
rious yet under-appreciated public 
health risks that affect a signifi cant 
portion of the older adult popula-
tion. Approximately one-quarter of 
community-dwelling Americans 
aged 65 and older are considered 
to be socially isolated, and a sig-
nifi cant proportion of adults in the 
United States report feeling lonely. 
People who are 50 years of age or 
older are more likely to experience 
many of the risk factors that can 
cause or exacerbate social isolation 
or loneliness, such as living alone, 
the loss of family or friends, chron-
ic illness and sensory impairments. 
Over a life course, social isolation 
and loneliness may be episodic or 
chronic, depending upon an indi-
vidual’s circumstances and percep-
tions.”  

Obviously, COVID-19 has 
made isolation a chronic side ef-
fect for senior citizens. However, 
according to Dr. Ashwin Kotwal, 
a geriatrics specialist who teaches 
at the University of California, San 
Francisco, in the pre-pandemic era 
people – particularly the elderly – 
were reluctant to admit they were 
lonely. It was a sensitive topic, 

and he says the pandemic appears 
to have “normalized” discussions 
about loneliness.

“This is a good thing,” accord-
ing to Weber. “We know, of course, 
that isolation has a serious impact 
on mental health, especially among 
the elderly. But it also can have a 
negative effect on their physical 
health. The World Health Organi-
zation compares the effect of social 
isolation and loneliness on mortali-
ty to such risk factors as smoking, 
obesity and physical inactivity.”

Weber said that prior to the pan-
demic we didn’t pay much attention 
to seniors who lived alone. The pan-
demic revealed the negative mental 
and physical impact of isolation. 

“You don’t need a medical de-
gree to help them,” she said. “There 
is a lot that friends and family can 
do to alleviate the isolated condi-
tions of seniors they know and even 
elderly individuals they don’t know. 
Many of us are already checking 
in on relatives and neighbors on a 
regular basis, chatting with them, 
engaging them and giving them the 
opportunity to interact with anoth-
er human being on a regular basis. 
What we need now is more guard-
ian angels.”

AMAC: Isolated seniors 
need companionship

THE PUBLIC NEEDS THE
TRUTH; NOT SOCIAL MEDIA
HEADLINES & FAKE NEWS.

#SupportRealNews
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By Aaron Clause
For Capital Region Independent Media

I want you to know that every dog I’ve picked up as a 
dog control offi cer has been treated with dignity, keeping 
myself and the dog both as safe as possible. 

If I hadn’t heard from an owner and I couldn’t fi nd a 
tag, there was only one place to go, and that is the Colum-
bia-Greene Humane Society. 

The caring and professional staff provides everything 
the dog needs on behalf of a contracted town while it is in 
their custody. Once it is in the shelter, the owner has 10 
days to claim it before it is put up for adoption. The owner 
will be responsible for an impoundment fee, set by each 
town, to collect their dog, as well as providing a current 
license and proof of rabies vaccine. The shelter assists 
them in making this happen, but wouldn’t it have been 
easier (and cheaper!) if their dog had only had a license in 
the fi rst place?! Some towns charge over $300 to redeem 
a dog.

Some more things you really should know about dog 
control in New York.

• Every town in New York state is required by law 
to maintain a dog control offi cer. This person should AL-
WAYS answer your call or contact you back in a reason-
able amount of time and let you know specifi cs on how 
they can help. Yes, many of us have other jobs, but I made 
it a point to respond quickly to the residents I served and 
told them what my schedule was like and how fast I could 
make time to help them. If you don’t hear from your DCO 
promptly, don’t wait – call your town hall or supervisor 
and let them know that your call is not being answered.

• Your town almost certainly has a leash law. If you 
“don’t know,” that’s not an excuse to be ignorant. Your 
dog is likely not allowed to be off-leash anywhere outside 
your property unless you have permission from the prop-
erty owner. Public land especially – leash only! Whether 
your dog is or is not on your property, it is still required to 
have a license and tag.

• A list of DCOs in Columbia and Greene counties is 
available on the CGHS website, www.cghs.org. Any po-
lice agency will also know who your local DCO is.

• DCOs are responsible for dogs only. Towns are not 
required by New York state law to control stray cats, and 
almost never have provisions for cats.

• Stray cats or nuisance wildlife on your property are 
homeowner issues, not town issues. Your taxes generally 
do not cover animal collection or removal services, except 
for dogs. Please understand that your DCO cannot ordi-
narily assist you with other animals, other than helping 
you fi nd numbers to call. Some of these problems can be 
handled by calling local feline rescue groups if available, 
pest/nuisance control, or your local DEC Wildlife Offi ce. 
All of this information can be found on the internet.

• It bears repeating – your town sets your impound-
ment fees. Please do not complain to any animal shelter 
about them having to collect these fees when you’re re-
deeming your dog, which they are required to do by law. 
Remember, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of 
cure.

One last note: no human being should EVER have to 
be injured by a dog. Nothing makes me more upset than 
having to deal with dog bites. If your dog is a biter, do 
whatever you have to do to keep people safe from those 
dangerous jaws, Chihuahua to Great Dane. Dog bites are 
a lose-lose-lose-lose scenario (the owner, the victim, the 
dog and the breed).

Feel free to call us with any questions at 518-828-6044 
or visit our website at www.cghs.org. Aaron Clause is an 
administrative assistant at the Columbia-Greene Humane 
Society/SPCA. He may be contacted at cghsaaron@
gmail.com.

Dealing with 
stray dogs

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CAIRO — With three of the 
town board’s five members in 
attendance, a resolution to re-
open the Cairo recycling center 
failed to pass.

Deputy Town Supervisor 
MaryJo Cords and Councilman 
Michael Flaherty voted in favor 
of reopening the facility at the 
board’s April 4 meeting, with 
Councilman Tim Powers vot-
ing against it. Town Supervisor 
Jason Watts and Councilwoman 
Debra Bogins were absent from 
the meeting.

Three members of the board 
constitutes a quorum so votes 
on resolutions can be taken, but 
a motion has to pass with a ma-
jority of the full town board, so 
a vote of 2-1 in favor of reopen-
ing the recycling center failed 
to pass, town attorney Tal Rap-
pleyea explained.

The board has the option to 
take another look at the issue 
and hold another vote, Rapple-
yea said before the vote was 
taken.

“Anybody can always bring 
it back up again, but if you want 
to have a vote on it tonight and 
it fails, it fails,” Rappleyea said.

Earlier in the meeting the 
board voted to increase the 
hours of town employee Hunt-
er Sprague from part-time to 
full-time, in part to staff the 
recycling center. Sprague’s ad-
ditional duties will also include 
maintenance at the town ceme-
tery.

The town’s recycling center, 
formerly housed at Angelo Can-
na Town Park, was closed in 
October 2020 by a unanimous 
vote of the board. According to 
the 2020 resolution, the deci-
sion was made because “Greene 
County Solid Waste Department 
noted that the Cairo recycling 
dumpsters had to be dumped 
into the normal domestic gar-
bage stream due to contamina-
tion by unrecyclable materials. 
This has been an ongoing issue, 

as well as harassment of the 
park staff, along with almost 
an entire household of garbage 
being left at the Cairo recycling 
center,” Powers read from the 
resolution.

“It was determined that 
keeping the Cairo recycling 
center open was no longer cost 
effective,” Powers continued.

He said he did not under-
stand why the issue was being 
raised again.

“My question is, why are 
we reopening it? Why are we 
spending the money to do this?” 
Powers said.

Cords responded that nu-
merous town residents have 
requested that the facility be 
reopened.

“We had a lot of people come 
to town board meetings and say 
that they wanted the recycling 
center open,” Cords said.

Powers pointed out residents 
have other options for dispos-
ing of their recyclable items.

“Recycling is offered with 
normal trash pick-up and it’s 
also offered at the collection 
centers where they are taking 
their garbage in Catskill or 

Windham, so why do we need to 
doubleback and put another ex-
pense on the town that the town 
doesn’t need?” Powers said.

Cords reiterated the issue 
was raised “in response to pub-
lic requests.”

“Basically it is because so 
many people came to so many 
town board meetings, not just 
one meeting, to protest about 
the lack of a recycling center,” 
Cords said.

Resident Monica Ken-
ny-Keff challenged that asser-
tion.

“I don’t remember any oth-
er meeting that I have been to, 
and I have been to almost all of 
them, where people asked for 
this,” Kenny-Keff said.

Resident Rosemarie Cull-
ington said the recycling center 
was poorly maintained.

“It always looked disgusting 
down there when it was open,” 
Cullington said. 

It is not known at this time 
whether the town board will put 
the issue to another vote when a 
full complement of the board is 
in attendance.

Recycling center reopening 
vote fails to pass

FILE PHOTO    
A vote to reopen the Cairo recycling center, formerly housed at Angelo Canna 
Town Park, failed to pass with two of the board members absent from the 
meeting.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO     
Sadie, a 4-year-old Shepherd mix, is pictured with CGHS Animal 
Care Technician Marissa Peyron. Sadie is a bit shy at first, 
but once she warms up to you, she’s the biggest sweetheart. 
She loves being outside in the sun and grass, but Sadie loves 
nothing more than being next to her favorite person. Sadie is 
good with other dogs. We are unsure if she’s ever been around 
cats, so we recommend management at home with cats.  Due to 
Sadie’s timid nature, we aren’t sending her home with children.

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

DURHAM — The town 
granted preliminary approval to 
a controversial subdivision that 
has been under review for more 
than a year.

The preliminary plat for the 
controversial Bosque subdivi-
sion was approved at the town 
board’s April 5 meeting. If 
granted final approval, the proj-
ect would bring 12 high-end 
homes and a community barn 
to the area of Strong and Corn-
wallville roads.

The project has generated 
a great deal of opposition in 
the community, with residents 
voicing concerns about the 
character of the historic district 
where the subdivision would be 
located, traffic, lighting, water 
supply and other concerns.

Under the preliminary ap-
proval, the development’s com-
mon-use barn will be permitted 
to host up to 100 people for out-
door events.

The news came as a surprise 
to some in the audience at the 
board’s April 5 meeting who 
said they were under the im-
pression the community barn 
could only have 25 individuals 
on site at a time and have ques-
tioned the occupancy limits 
throughout the review process.

“Is it up to a maximum of a 
hundred people for an event? 
I know there are 12 families 
there and who knows how many 
events,” resident Dan Clifton 
asked the board. “Does that 

mean that on any given day, 
they can have up to a hundred 
people?”

Marriott clarified that the 
25-person occupancy that had 
been discussed in the past ap-
plies to indoor events at the 
barn. 

“Twenty-five was the re-
striction for inside the building 
itself,” Marriott said. “This is 
talking about if there is events 
there and people are outside, 
that the max is going to be a 
hundred.”

The restriction is more lim-
iting than would apply to pri-
vate homeowners in Durham, 
Marriott said.

The board unanimously 
voted on a 31-page resolution 
granting the subdivision pre-
liminary approval.

“Since we held a public 
hearing a couple of months ago, 
we have been discussing the 
process and how to get to this 
next step and this next step is 
either approval or disapprov-
al of the preliminary plat that 
has been filed,” town attorney 
Tal Rappleyea said prior to the 
vote. “We did receive a letter 
from the town engineer letting 
us know that in his opinion, the 
applicant has filed everything 
and complied with everything 
that is needed in order to at 
least get to this vote.”

The lengthy resolution in-
cludes documents from the 
applicant and their engineer, 
along with comments from the 
public. 

“There are 54 documents re-

ceived from the applicant and/
or engineer, and 151 comments, 
letters and emails from the pub-
lic,” Rappleyea said.

The review process included 
two public hearing sessions that 
remained open and accepting 
public comments for a couple 
of weeks. 

The preliminary approval is 
not the end of the process, Rap-
pleyea said.

“The preliminary approv-
al is just that — preliminary,” 
the town attorney said. “There 
are other things that need to be 
done.”

Marriott said additional pub-
lic hearings will be held before 
the project is considered for fi-
nal approval.

Included in the resolution 
are dozens of conditions the de-
veloper must comply with.

“There are 50 conditions of 
approval and those conditions 
would have to be met — a lot 
of them before we get to the fi-
nal approval — if we do grant 
approval. We don’t know that 
yet,” Rappleyea said.

Among the conditions is the 
requirement that the develop-
er conduct another well water 
pump test for the western por-
tion of the proposed subdivi-
sion. Previous water tests were 
limited to home sites on the east 
side of the project, according to 
the resolution.

The project’s impact on 
wells and the water supply 
of nearby homes was another 
sticking point for some critics 
of the project.

Town gives preliminary 
approval to controversial project

Cartaway, LLC is located in Glenmont, NY

518-439-0533

Dumpster Rentals Made Easy!
Commercial & Residential

• Construction • Demolition • Roofing • Clean-Out Work
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13640 US RT 9W
HANNACROIX, NY
WWW.CA-ALBRIGHT.COM

Fuel Oil with a 30 Mile Delivery Service & Competitive Pricing
OR Switch from Oil to LP/Natural Gas - same day in some cases!

OUR FORMULA FOR SUCCESS IS VERY SIMPLE:
Low Prices + Quality Products + Great Service = Happy Customers

HAPPINESS IS A WARM PUPPY
AND A WARM HEART

518-756-3127

GREENVILLE — Do you have a 
delicious tomato variety that your great 
aunt used to grow? Or a bean variety that 
does great in our unpredictable weath-
er of the Northeast? You can save and 
bring those seeds to the seed library at 
the Greenville Library!  

The goal of the program is to get the 
community involved in saving and shar-
ing heirloom flower and vegetable seeds 
in a seed library.

What is the purpose of a seed li-
brary? Seeds from the plant world are 
an essential part of our existence here on 
this planet. Without them, we would not 
have much of the things many of us con-
sume on a daily basis. 

There are hundreds of thousands of 
varieties of seeds on the planet, and each 
time we save a seed, we are saving the 
genetic information of a variety of plant 
that can successfully live in our type of 
environment. 

When we go to a big-box store and 
buy seeds or plants, we are not always 
buying an open pollinated, heirloom va-
riety that is true to the type of seed it 
will produce. It is important to be sure 
that you buy non-GMO, heirloom, or-
ganic varieties that you can collect seeds 
from, according to the group. Smaller 
growers and companies that are dedicat-
ed to practicing safe and sound growing 
principles are the places you want to get 
seeds and plants.

Here is an example of what saving 
seeds could look like. You plant 10 ca-
lendula flowers (a good remedy for all 
kinds of health ailments) during a very 
hot and dry season that had an unusual-
ly high infestation of flea beetles. All of 
the plants seemed to suffer under the en-
vironmental stress, except for one plant 
that grew strong and vibrant, despite the 
conditions. Be sure to harvest only a few 
flowers from that plant and let them ma-
ture to produce seeds to save. 

Organizers of the Greenville Seed Li-
brary want those strong genetics to live 

on in the seed you saved. It is important 
to save seeds to help nature ensure the 

survival of plant varieties that will in 
turn, help all living beings survive and 

thrive. 
Every Fall when dedicated garden-

ers harvest seeds, they are amazed by 
the tremendous generosity of Mother 
Nature. That single seed planted in the 
spring has now produced dozens, if not 
hundreds, of seeds to save and plant in 
the future. 

Organizers of the Greenville Seed Li-
brary want to keep seed varieties alive 
that thrive in this climate of the North-
east. 

“After traveling the world for many 
years with my husband Peter and our 
daughter Bella, we have made our home 
here in Freehold, NY,” said organizer 
Ashley Jensen. “I have made it one of 
my goals to learn about and grow as 
many different plants from seed in my 
greenhouse. I love the learning process 
of growing different seed varieties to 
help them thrive.”

“I have decided to share the seeds 
I’ve saved with the Greene County com-
munity,” Buel continued. “Along with 
Barbara Flach, director of the Greenville 
Library, fellow farmer Jackie Spencer 
and members of the Clematis Garden 
Club, Terry Buel, Diana Marshall and 
Deb Teator, we have begun the process 
of establishing the seed catalog. My 
hope is that these seeds and those of the 
community will get into the hands (and 
gardens) of people who will ensure the 
success of future seed generations.”

 Seed library organizers are asking for 
people that would like to help with this 
project. Assistance is needed for pack-
aging and cataloging seeds and growing 
information in the old card catalog of the 
Greenville Library. 

The seed library will have a place at 
the Greenville Public Library for people 
to drop off their seeds and write a little 
information about the variety, or to sign 
up and volunteer with this project. 

Contact Ashley Jensen at surprise-
hillfarm@gmail.com for more informa-
tion.

Greenville Seed Library seeks to save and share seeds

ACRA — Are you looking for-
ward to getting back into the gar-
den this spring? 

Cornell Cooperative Extension 
(CCE) of Columbia and Greene 
Counties is hosting Spring Gar-
dening Days: Tips and Tricks for a 
Successful Garden from May 9 to 
May 21. 

This is a series of virtual and 

in-person classes to build or en-
hance your gardening skills. It 
marks the return of in-person work-
shops for the fi rst time since the 
start of the COVID-19 pandemic 
in 2020.

Join Master Gardener volun-
teers and other gardening experts 
to learn about various aspects of 
growing fl owers, fruits and vegeta-

bles, as well as birding, composting 
and mushrooming. 

Webinars will be held via 
Zoom. Workshops will be available 
at Cornell Cooperative Extension’s 
offi ces in Acra and Hudson.

Webinars May 9 -20:
• Birding 101
• An Introduction to Growing 

Unusual Fruits

• Sequence of Bloom
• Grow Your Own Vegetables!
• Landscaping for the Home 

Gardener
• The Importance of Soil Health

Workshops (Hudson and 
Acra) on May 14 and 21:

• Build Your Own Worm Bin! 
• Undercover Gardening 
• Learn to Make Hypertufa Pots 

• Everything is Coming Up 
Roses (Hudson only) 

• Growing Forest Fungi 
• Pest Identifi cation and Man-

agement for Vegetable Crops 
For more dates, course de-

scriptions and to register, visit the 
organization’s website at colum-
biagreene.org or contact Sandra 
Linnell 518-828-3346, ext.106.

COURTESY OF PEXELS    
A seed library is being launched at the Greenville Public Library to save and share seeds that 
thrive in this region.

CCE spring gardening event returns May 9
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AUTO & 
TIRE SERVICE

Proudly Serving Our Community For Four Generations

518-756-3127
(Fax) 518-756-2900
info@CA-Albright.com 
www.ca-albright.com

GARAGE LOCATION: 

13640 Route 9W 
(Corner of 9W & 144) 

Hannacroix, NY 12087

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm • Saturday: 8am - Noon

• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, 
     Shocks, Transmision, 
     Diagnostics
• Firefi ghters “Thank You” 
     discount — 10% off 
     auto service

Buy 4 Continental
or General Tires

Get FREE Rotation
for ONE YEAR when 
you come in for an 

Oil Change

HEATING 
&  COOLING 

SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-
     effi cient systems can save 
     you up to 30% on your 
     utility bills’
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C 
     & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support 
     unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest 
     Greenest technology 
     available
• Rebates available on 
     select systems
• Both York and Trio have 
     quiet, effi cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency 
     Service
• Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry 
     and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable 
     and courteous drivers
• Clean and Effi cient 
     High-Grade Heating Oil

Formula for success 
is very simple!  

Low Prices + Quality Fuel Oil
+ Great Service = 

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!

Facebook.com/CAAlbrights • Convenient Online Bill Pay

HEATING &  COOLING SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-e�  cient systems can save you up to 30% on your utility bills’ 
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest Greenest technology available
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“Journalism keeps you planted in the earth.”

#SupportRealNews

- Ray Bradbury

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

COXSACKIE — The 
multi-million-dollar renovation 
project at Coxsackie’s Riverside 
Park is on schedule, Mayor Mark 
Evans said at the April meeting of 
the village board.

The park, which has been 
closed for construction since Sep-
tember, is expected to reopen next 
month.

“The construction company at 
Riverside Park says it is on target to 
open in the middle of May,” Evans 
said. “They are making great prog-
ress down there, as everybody has 

seen.”
The park is undergoing a $3.2 

million renovation by the state to 
revitalize the park and the Cox-
sackie State Boat Launch. 

Riverside Park is the site of 
numerous local events annually, 
including the Coxsackie Farmers 
Market, the summertime concert 
series in the park and the Riverside 
Festival in August.

The cost of the state-owned 
park renovation is covered by New 
York state. 

The project is building a pavil-
ion for community events, expand-
ing the docks on the Hudson River, 
adding new walkways and lighting, 

new signage and other amenities 
and improvements.

“The pavilion is looking good, 
they are getting all the concrete 
sidewalks poured, all the lights are 
up, so I am confident they will be 
done by the middle of May,” Evans 
said at the meeting. “They have 
an extra two-week window up to 
Memorial Day, but the contractor 
said today he did not feel like that 
would be necessary so that is good 
news. I know people really want to 
get back in there.”

The park was closed in Sep-
tember after Gov. Kathy Hochul 
announced the project. With the 
weather turning warmer, Evans 
urged people to stay out of the site 
until work is completed and the 
park is reopened next month.

“Please, stay out of the park,” 
Evans told the audience. “It is 
dangerous — there is a lot of con-
struction equipment. I took a swing 
through on my way here and there 
are people walking through with 
their dogs. It’s not open. Do not go 

in there.”
The mayor said he has received 

numerous questions about whether 
the open-air pavilion will be avail-
able for local residents to reserve 
for special events, but the details on 
that have not yet been determined, 
he said.

“People have asked me if they 
will be able to reserve the pavilion 
— I have no idea,” Evans told the 
audience. “It could be that we do it 
like we do with the gazebo, where 
you just fill out a form reserving the 
gazebo for your event. As soon as 
we know, we will let you know.”

The goal of the project is to en-
courage tourism and spur econom-
ic development to waterfront com-
munities along a 60-mile stretch of 
the Hudson River. Riverside Park 
is the first of several parks slated 
for renovations under a state initia-
tive, the Hudson Eagles Recreation 
Area. 

Other boat launches included in 
the initiative include Athens’s Riv-
erfront Park, Schodack Island State 
Park, Crailo State Historic Site and 
Hudson State Boat Launch.

Mayor: $3.2M Riverside Park project on schedule

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The $3.2 million renovation project at Riverside Park in Coxsackie is on time and scheduled to be completed in the 
middle of May, according to Mayor Mark Evans. Pictured is the park’s new gazebo, currently under construction.

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

COXSACKIE — A new site plan and 
building height variance request were sub-
mitted by the Monday 5 p.m. deadline for the 
controversial downtown hotel project that has 
drawn ire from some in the community.

The village board is also planning a public 
forum to discuss the issues with the village’s 
attorney and engineers to outline any viola-
tions that may have occurred and what the 
next steps will be moving forward. A date and 
location for the public forum has not yet been 
set.

The Coxsackie Village Board meeting 
Monday drew about 50 village residents, both 
in person and on Zoom, most looking to dis-
cuss the Empire Riverfront Ventures project.

The project by developer Aaron Flach, at 
60 South River St., is building a boutique ho-
tel, The Newbury, and an event center known 
as The Wire.

A stop-work order on the hotel — much 
of which has already been built — was is-
sued in late March because of questions over 
whether the project conforms to the site plan 
that was approved by the village’s planning 
board, including the height of the hotel, ac-
cording to a statement released by the village 
board March 27.

According to the variance request submit-
ted April 11 by Mark Millspaugh, president 
of Sterling Environmental Engineering, the 
developer is seeking approval to making the 
building 14 feet taller than what is currently 
permitted.

“The Newbury could not be construct-
ed on the existing building foundation as 
planned due to the deteriorated condition of 
the building,” according to the variance ap-
plication. “The project will not be a viable 
development without the requested building 
height variance to allow a 14-foot increase in 
the maximum building 50-feet height allowed 
within the Village Center.”

Other buildings in the area are taller than 
what is permitted, according to the variance 
application.

“Existing structures in the district exceed 
the 50-feet maximum building height,” ac-
cording to the variance application. “There-
fore, the proposed Newbury will not affect the 
character within the Village Center.”

The stop-work order remains in effect.
Mayor Mark Evans read a statement at 

Monday’s meeting outlining next steps in the 
process.

“The planning board’s normally sched-
uled next meeting is April 21,” Evans said. 
“We have made arrangements for them to use 
the auditorium at the high school. Part of our 
job tonight is to appoint people to the zoning 
board of appeals so they are a full comple-
ment and are ready to act when parts of the 
project may be sent to them. We hope after 
the planning board meeting that we will have 
a full understanding of the issues that need to 
be addressed with the project. If so, it is our 
intention to schedule a public forum that we 

commit to with the village board, planning 
board, code enforcement, engineer and vil-
lage attorney all present. Any meetings of the 
planning board or ZBA are public and will 
likely be at the school. The exact location will 
depend on availability.”

The village board reappointed Salvatore 
Bevilacqua and named him chairman of the 
ZBA, incumbent Glenn Haas was reappoint-
ed to a new term, and newcomers Christopher 
Chimento, Debra Jung and Brian Tighe were 
appointed.

The village board is also planning to ap-
point alternate members to the ZBA, but will 
first have to hold a public hearing May 9 be-
fore adopting a new local law making that 
possible. Existing village law does not have a 
provision for ZBA alternate members.

Among the issues the ZBA will be tasked 
with is determining whether the height vari-
ance will be approved for the project. 

Resident Brian Rowe pointed out that 
several individuals who expressed interest in 
serving on the ZBA were not selected for the 
three open spots on the board.

“There are five people who nominated 
themselves to be on the ZBA, but only three 
were selected,” Rowe said. “What was the 
process for deciding which three were select-
ed?”

Evans responded that the decision was 
made at the village board’s workshop meet-
ing last week. The two residents who were 
not chosen may be tapped as alternate mem-
bers, but first a new local law will have to be 
adopted.

But there are no specific criteria for filling 
seats on the ZBA, Evans said.

“There aren’t really any criteria,” the 
mayor said. “People expressed interest. The 
ZBA has only met probably a couple of times 
in the past five years.”

Mary McGuigan, a former trustee on the 
village board, said she submitted a letter of 
interest and wanted to know why she was not 
selected.

“I was one of the people who had ex-
pressed interest,” McGuigan said. “Is it be-
cause I have already expressed some dissatis-
faction with procedures around this approval 
of the building as it was proposed that I was 
not selected? I already have experience as a 
trustee on the board and have lived in the vil-
lage for 25 years. Are you looking for some-
one who is going to rubber stamp this?”

Evans said the board did not want to ap-
point residents who live in the downtown area 
of the village, where the project is located.

“The discussion we had was given the 
proximity of [the project] to the downtown 
area, we found that to protect ourselves going 
down the road, especially if it becomes a le-
gal matter, that we should not put anybody on 
that lives in the downtown area,” Evans said.

Resident Katie Higgins asked whether a 
list of violations of the project will be made 
public prior to the forum.

“I think it would benefit the community 
to have all the information in one place so we 
are not speculating,” Higgins said.

Evans said that will be a decision for the 
planning board but the village board will as-
sist them in making that happen.

The April 21 meeting of the planning 
board is expected to be a cursory review of 
the newly submitted site plan, and the public 
forum is expected to take place about a week 
after that, where the village attorney will ex-
plain next steps in the decision-making pro-
cess, Evans said.

“There is work that the planning board 
will have to do with regard to the site plan, 
and there is work that the ZBA will have to 
do with regard to variances that might be re-
quested,” Evans said.

This is the first time the village of Cox-
sackie has been faced with an issue of this 
complexity and magnitude, Evans said.

“We have never dealt with anything like 
this before,” the mayor said. “There has never 
been a project this big in the village, at least 
in a long, long time. We have been put in a 
position where things obviously have to be 
readdressed and looked at. The best thing we 
can do is look to our counsel.”

The village’s attorney is the Albany firm 
Whiteman, Osterman & Hanna, Evans said.

Resident Bridget McGuigan asked how 
the firm is being paid.

The village has the law firm on retainer 
for various issues as needed, but for develop-
ment projects such as this, the developer pays 
into an escrow account to cover the village’s 
legal and engineering fees, which is a stan-
dard procedure that applies to all construction 
projects, Evans said.

Hotel height variance submitted, public forum planned

FILE PHOTO    
The new engineering firm for The Newbury Hotel project submitted a new site plan and building 
height variance application by the April 11 deadline.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
About 50 residents turned out in person and on Zoom for the April meeting of the Coxsackie 
Village Board, most to discuss the controversial hotel project in downtown Coxsackie.
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By Mark Kane
For Capital Region Independent 
Media

When you have a love for 
racing, you will do whatev-
er it takes to stay in the sport 
and that is what Gary VanAls-
tyne has done over the past few 
seasons with his brother Larry 
right by his side. 

He has gone from sitting 
in the driver’s seat to becom-
ing a team owner in the very 
tough 602 Limited Sportsman 
division. The transition has not 
been easy nor cheap while deal-
ing with many bent parts and 
mechanical problems along the 
way.  

Finding the right person to 
fill the seat has not been easy 
either, but that has all changed 
for 2022.

A DIFFERENT 
DIRECTION 

After deciding to make a 
driver change and going in a 
different direction, the team 
hired upcoming second-gener-
ation driver Brendan Gibbons 
to fill the seat and plans were 
made to move up to the high-
ly competitive and talented 602 
Sportsman for the upcoming 
2022 season. 

Once again, the VanAlstyne 
team will call Albany Saratoga 
Speedway home and Brandon 
will become a regular for the 
first time.  

Things quickly escalated 
when Gibbons made a call to 
Gary after his own car was side-
lined with mechanical problems 
and asked if he could run Gary’s 
car late in the 2021 season. The 
decision was made and quickly 
the team hit it off right out of 
the box. 

The 2019 TEO needed some 
tender loving care and some 
changes, but Brendan was up to 
the challenge. He is not a bring-
your-helmet-and-fire-suit-to-
the-track-and-drive type of 
person. He was willing to work 
for the great opportunity he had 
been given along with his crew 
chief, Roman Hendrickson. 

Going right to work in the 
shop, the car became very 
competitive and the future 

for the new duo looked very 
bright for both owner and 
driver for the 2022 season.                                                                                                                       
The talented driver out of Sco-
tia started his racing career 
in the Limited Sportsman and 
quickly picked up two wins and 
made the move up to the regu-
lar 602 Sportsman. In his own 
words, “It was a whole differ-
ent ball game and quite a learn-
ing curve,” and spent plenty of 
nights getting lapped, as well 
as many nights putting the car 
back together.  

He wanted to be a racer and 
running with the best was the 
only way he was going to make 
that happen, and happen it did 
as he continued to improve 
weekly. He quickly got the hang 
of it and soon was a consistent 
runner in his own equipment, 
running Glen Ridge, where 
he would pick up three more 
wins, and also running at Fon-
da Speedway, where he spent 
many years as a fan and watch-
ing his dad.  

As I spoke with Brendan at 
the Fonda car show you could 
hear the excitement in his voice 
about the upcoming season be-
hind the wheel of the VanAls-
tyne 32B, 2022 TEO Fabrica-
tion ride. 

Brendan and his team spent 
many hours putting this car to-
gether in his shop over the win-
ter.  They also made sure they 
got the 2019 TEO ready, as well 
as a backup if needed. The team 
made an early season trip down 
south and set fast time on open-

ing night and was running sev-
enth when he headed to the pits 
with a flat tire, and on night two 
his night ended early with me-
chanical issues aboard the older 
TEO. The team was more than 
happy with their run and prog-
ress they had made after the 
long haul on the road.  

THE 2022 SEASON
For the 2022 season, Bren-

dan will call Albany Sarato-
ga Speedway home on Friday 
nights in the VanAlstyne 32B 
and will be behind the wheel 
of his own DKM Chassis 24B 
at the Fonda Speedway, along 
with hitting the road as much as 
they can. 

There is one thing for sure 
— Brendan is looking to give 
his new car owner 150% ev-
ery time he straps into the car, 
stating Gary has given him the 
best equipment he has ever had 
and now it is his time to show 
his appreciation. He could not 
thank Gary enough for all he 
has done for him, it was from 
the heart not just words.  

Some drivers race a lifetime 
and are never offered a ride and 
Brendan takes that to heart. It 
means something special to him 
and makes him more eager to 
do well. 

These two have been brought 
together from the love of racing 
and both have become more 
than owner and driver in a short 
time, they have become friends. 

As happy as BrendAn is 
to have Gary and Larry in his 
corner, the feeling is mutual as 

they feel the same about their 
new driver and are looking 
forward to a great season, but 
more than that they are looking 
to have fun at what they love to 
do. Racing is a team sport, and 
this team is willing to give it 
150% each and every time they 
hit the track — owner, crew and 
driver.   

No matter where they finish 
at the end of the night, as long 
as they gave it their all, it’s fine.  

At the Fonda Speedway car 
show the amount of love and 
support was very evident by the 
number of family, friends and 
supporters that surrounded the 
team throughout the weekend. 
A special “thank you” goes out 
to Lexi, Parker and Averi for all 
the support in Brendan’s racing 
career.

Once again, the 32B will 
carry the memory of Kevin R. 

McMillian on the rear quarter 
panel.

VanAlstyne Racing  Team 
would like to thank their team 
sponsors, Mac & Sons Indus-
tries, FIR Truck Repair, A&A 
Power Equipment, FASTNAL, 
Elmos Speed Shop, TEO and 
Dave Reedy from PENSKE 
Race Shocks, as well as Jeff  
Karabin for the great graphics 
on the car by JK Motorsports 
Concept.  

I wish this new team all the 
luck in 2022. They have put 
together a solid team and have 
done it with class from the 
ground up. They certainly are a 
good ambassador to the sport of 
dirt track racing.

Please support those spon-
sors who support local dirt 
track racing as weekly the price 
of race fuel, tires and parts are 
going up.

VanAlstyne Racing teams with Gibbons behind the wheel
Chasin’ Racin’

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO    
Gary VanAlstyne behind the wheel of his Limited Sportsman before climbing 
out of the seat and becoming an owner.

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO
VanAlstyne Racing at speed at Albany Saratoga Speedway in the tough 
Limited Sportsman ranks.

CHASIN’ RACIN’ PHOTO
Gary and Larry VanAlstyne team up with Brendan Gibbons behind the wheel 
to take on the tough and competitive Albany Saratoga Sportsman.
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ALBANY — The New York State 
Department of Environmental Conser-
vation (DEC) reminded New Yorkers to 
take down bird feeders and secure gar-
bage to avoid potential conflicts with 
black bears.

Bears are emerging from their dens, 
and now is the time to take steps to re-
duce potential conflicts through the 
spring and summer. 

Bird feeders, unsecured garbage 
and outdoor pet and livestock feed can 
attract bears and lead to potential con-
flicts for homeowners. Repeated access 
to bird feeders and garbage can make 
bears bolder, seeking additional sources 
of human-related foods inside vehicles 
or buildings, particularly when natural 
foods are scarce.

Conflicts are often associated with 
activities not intended to attract bears, 
such as feeding birds, improperly stor-
ing garbage and leaving messy grills and 
pet food outdoors.

Bears are opportunistic feeders and 
will remember where they find easy 
food, then return to that location fre-
quently. Intentional feeding of bears or 
repeated access to human foods without 

negative consequence can lead bears to 
become habituated (lose their fear of hu-
mans) and to become food-conditioned 
(actively seek out human foods). 

Habituated and food-conditioned 
bears may become bolder in their efforts, 
the longer they are successfully able to 
access human foods. They will eventual-

ly become involved in human-bear con-
flicts. Food-conditioned bears are sig-
nificantly more likely to be hit by cars or 
shot illegally by people who mistakenly 
perceive a threat to their own safety.

Feeding bears intentionally is ille-
gal. Unintentional feeding through bird 
feeders and unsecured garbage also has 
consequences for communities and may 
ultimately be deadly for the bear if the 
bear becomes a greater threat to peo-
ple and property after exposure to these 
sources of food. 

It is important to properly manage at-
tractants to avoid human-bear conflicts.

DEC advises everyone residing in or 
visiting bear country (most of upstate 
New York) to remove any attractants. 
People should take down birdfeeders 
and clean up any remaining bird seed 
now, begin storing garbage inside secure 
buildings until the morning of collec-
tion, and feed pets indoors. 

By taking these simple steps, New 
Yorkers can help ensure bears will find 
food naturally, which protects people, 
property, and bears.

For more information, please visit 
DEC’s website at dec.ny.gov.

DEC issues guidance to reduce conflicts with bears

COURTESY OF PEXELS     
The state is asking New Yorkers to take down their bird feeders and secure trash cans as black 
bears are coming out of hibernation.

ALBANY — The Social Se-
curity Administration resumed 
in-person services at local Social 
Security offi ces beginning April 
7, including for people without 
an appointment, Acting Commis-
sioner Kilolo Kijakazi said in a 
statement.

“To avoid waiting in line, I 
strongly encourage people who 
can to use our online services at 
www.socialsecurity.gov, call us, 
and schedule appointments in 
advance rather than walking in 
without an appointment,” Kijaka-
zi said. “Phone appointments can 
save you a trip to a busy offi ce. I 
thank the public for your patience 
as we work to increase service.”

Customers who walk in with-
out appointments may encounter 
delays and longer waits. 

“Be aware that our offi ces 
tend to be the busiest fi rst thing 
in the morning, early in the week, 
and during the early part of the 
month, so people may want to 
plan to visit at other times,” Ki-
jakazi said. 

Safety measures for 
COVID-19 will remain in place.

“Given that many of the peo-
ple we serve have health vulner-
abilities, and consistent with our 
union agreements, we are con-
tinuing to require certain safety 
measures including masking, 

physical distancing, and self-
health checks for COVID-19 
symptoms,” Kijakazi said. “We 
will provide masks to the pub-
lic and employees if they need 
them.”

Social Security Administra-
tion offi ces have been closed to 
in-person appointments since the 
beginning of the COVID-19 out-
break. Appointments were con-
ducted via telephone and online. 
Due to anticipated wait times, 
visitors are encouraged to contin-
ue using these alternative meth-
ods of contacting the offi ce.

“Throughout the pandem-
ic, millions of people have used 
our secure and convenient online 
services and received help by 
phone,” Kijakazi said. “People 
who have access to the internet 
should fi rst try our online services 
before calling us or visiting an of-
fi ce.”

To learn more, please visit 
www.socialsecurity.gov/corona-
virus/gethelp/ and www.socialse-
curity.gov/onlineservices/.”

Most Social Security services 
are available to the public online 
at www.socialsecurity.gov and 
with a my Social Security ac-
count, or by telephone. And most 
Social Security services do not 
require the public to take time to 
visit an offi ce. 

People may create their my 
Social Security account, a per-
sonalized online service, at www.
socialsecurity.gov/myaccount.

People who set up their my 
Social Security account have 
access to additional personal-
ized services. They can request 
a replacement Social Security 
card online if they meet certain 
requirements. If they already re-
ceive Social Security benefi ts, 
they can start or change direct 
deposit online, request a replace-
ment SSA-1099, and if they need 
proof of their benefi ts, they can 
print or download a current Ben-
efi t Verifi cation Letter from their 
account.

People not yet receiving ben-
efi ts can use their online account 
to get a personalized Social Se-
curity Statement, which provides 
their earnings information as well 
as estimates of their future ben-
efi ts. The portal also includes a 
retirement calculator and links 
to information about other online 
services, such as applications for 
retirement, disability and Medi-
care benefi ts.

Many Social Security services 
are also available by dialing toll-
free, 1 800 772 1213. People who 
are deaf or hard of hearing may 
call Social Security’s TTY num-
ber, 1 800 325 0778.

WASHINGTON – U.S. Rep. 
Antonio Delgado, D-19, recently 
announced the launch of the Con-
gressional Art Competition for 
New York’s 19th District. 

Delgado invites high school 
students from across New York’s 
19th Congressional District to 
participate in this year’s Congres-
sional Art Competition. The win-
ner will have their art displayed 
in the U.S. Capitol. Last year’s 
winning piece was “Vulpin,” 
by Amelia Booth of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt High School.

The Congressional Art Com-
petition is an annual event hosted 
by the House of Representatives, 
allowing high school students 
from across the country to show-
case their artistic talents. The 
winning piece from each Con-

gressional District is displayed in 
the U.S. Capitol for a full year.

 All submissions will be col-
lected digitally at NY19.Art@
mail.house.gov. All high school 
students who are residents of 
New York’s 19th Congressional 
District are eligible to submit en-
tries to Delgado’s offi ce. 

Each student may submit 
one piece of art to the compe-
tition. If students are unsure of 
who their Congressmember is, 
they can check the U.S. House 
of Representatives’ “Find Your 
Representative” tool at https://
www.house.gov/representatives/
fi nd-your-representative to fi nd 
which congressional district they 
reside in.

Images of the artwork must 
be received via email no later 

than Friday, April 29, 2022, and 
a release form must be submitted 
along with each submission. 

Artwork may be up to 26 
inches wide by 26 inches tall by 4 
inches thick (including a frame), 
must be two dimensional, be orig-
inal in concept, design and execu-
tion, must not weigh more than 
15 pounds, and may not violate 
any U.S. copyright laws. 

Art submitted does not have 
to have been made specifi cally 
for the competition and can be 
a pre-existing work. Full for-
matting rules and regulations to 
which participant submissions 
must adhere are available in the 
2022 Congressional Art Chal-
lenge Rules for Students and 
Teachers, found at www.house.
gov.

Accepted artwork includes:
• Paintings (including oil, 

acrylics, and watercolor)
• Drawings (including pastels, 

colored pencil, pencil, charcoal, 
ink, and markers)

• Collage (must be two dimen-
sional)

• Prints (including lithographs, 
silkscreen, and block prints)

• Mixed media

• Computer generated art
• Photographs
Artwork must be submit-

ted with a completed copy of 
the competition release form to 
NY19.Art@mail.house.gov.  

Students must email a picture 
or scanned copy of their artwork 
along with the release form by 
Friday, April 29, 2022. 

Delgado announces Congressional Art Competition 

Social Security Administration 
to resume in-person services

GREENVILLE — Elizabeth Boomhower, of 
Greenville, graduated with her Doctor of Chiro-
practic degree from Northeast College of Health 
Sciences (formerly New York Chiropractic Col-
lege) at the college’s recent April 2, commence-
ment ceremony. 

Dr. Boomhower was honored to accept two 
different awards which join her Distinguished
Service Award received at her white coat ceremo-
ny last year.

While at Northeast College, Dr. Boomhower 
completed a rigorous three-year academic curric-
ulum, including an extensive hands-on clinical 
rotation at Seneca Falls Health Center and a Pro-
fessional Clinical Observation in Kingston. 

Additionally, Dr. Boomhower is certifi ed in 
Whole Food Nutrition, Custom Stabilizing Or-
thotics and the Webster Technique, which is a 
specialized chiropractic technique for women 

who are pregnant.
During her time at Northeast she served terms 

on the executive board of both the Student Amer-
ican Chiropractic Association [SACA] Northeast 
Chapter and the Student New York State Chiro-
practic Association [NYSCA]. She traveled to 
Washington D.C. twice to attend the ACA Nation-
al Conference and advocate at the Capitol for the 
advancement of the chiropractic profession. 

Additionally, through NYSCA, Dr. Boom-
hower participated in advocacy efforts at the Cap-
itol Building in Albany. She also was involved 
in collecting and evaluating data for multiple re-
search studies throughout her time at Northeast 
and presented at the annual 2021 Research Sym-
posium.

Dr. Boomhower plans to work at her own prac-
tice in Greenville, opening in May. She envisions 
creating a center for wellness in her hometown. 

Boomhower earns 
Doctorate from Northeast 

College of Health Sciences

Dr. Elizabeth Boomhower

Keith W. Valentine, CIC, LUTCF and his team are ready to serve all 
of your insurance needs with more companies, more choices, and 
more experience which all lead to BIG Savings for you!

Take advantage of Valentine Insurance Agency’s affiliation with 
SAN group and SIAA, the largest alliance of independent Insurance 
Agencies in the Northeast and Continental U.S., with over 3500 
Members across 48 states writing more than $9 Billion in total 
member premiums.

Contact Keith Valentine for a quote!
Office 518-943-3489 • Mobile 518-821-8244

KEITH@MYVALENTINEINSURANCE.COM

More Than Great Rates

Trusted Advisors

HOME AUTO BUSINESS LIFE HEALTH

www.myvalentineinsurance.com

Jon T., customer since 2004

I’ve bought property insurance and auto insurance from Valentine Insurance 
Agency for nearly 20 years, and they are simply the BEST. I owned many rental 
properties in Greene County, and renovated several buildings. Valentine not 
only found the appropriate insurance, but gave years of invaluable advice. Their 
knowledge of property and business in the local area helped me tremendously, and 
I have recommended them to everyone. Don’t waste your time using anyone else.
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One of the things I liked most about my 
former job as a Cooperative Extension agent 
in Greene County was the process of figuring 
out what was causing problems with garden 
plants, lawns, trees or shrubs. It is sort of like 
detective work without a cloak or dagger.

I used what I learned about this topic 
in public health as well, when we contract-
ed with the New York State Department of 
Health to conduct educational programs to 
combat Lyme disease. This week I will share 
some principles of disease and infection I 
learned, which are pretty relevant in these 
days of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In order to contract a disease, whether 
it is a plant or animal disease, three factors 
must occur simultaneously. If any of these 
three factors are not present, there can be no 
disease. First, before I discuss these specific 
factors, I need to talk about the things that 
cause disease.

In general, disease-causing organisms 
are fungi, bacteria or viruses. All may cause 
diseases with similar symptoms, but all are 
different in their mode of action or how they 
infect.

It seems to me that most plant diseases 
are caused by fungi. Fungi are organisms that 
generally require water to become infectious. 

Lacking chlorophyll, they need to get their 
“food” from other sources than sunlight by 
breaking down and absorbing organic matter. 
Sometimes in the process of feeding on plant 
material, they kill or damage their host. This 
distinguished pathogens from saprophytes.

Once a plant is infected with a fungal 
disease, it is generally difficult to “cure” the 
infection. The general strategy is to try to 
prevent the infection in the first place or keep 
it from spreading. Fungi are living organisms 
that can survive for a long time, either active-
ly causing infection, or in a dormant state that 
may last for 100 years or more. This longev-
ity allows them to re-occur when conditions 
are right. Some fungal diseases are ubiqui-
tous and must be dealt with every season.

Twenty years ago, almost all the garden 
seeds that were sold were treated with a 
pink-colored fungicide called “Captan.” This 
fungicide protected tender seedlings from 
getting “damping off,” which is a general 
term for similar diseases caused by several 
genera of fungi. The infected seedlings grow 
spindly and eventually keel over and die with 
a conspicuous shriveling or narrowing of the 
stem at soil level. It is highly contagious and 
usually fatal once contracted.

It is virtually impossible to cure a flat 

of seedlings once the disease occurs, so the 
emphasis is on prevention. In addition to pre-
ventive chemical fungicides there are cultur-
al practices than can also be utilized, much to 
the satisfaction of gardeners who don’t want 
to use chemical fungicides.

Another major cause of disease in plants 
and animals are bacteria. Bacteria are also 
living organisms that can exhibit long-term 
dormancy. Like fungi, they can damage their 
hosts by “feeding” on the tissue of the host 
and using the host’s cells to grow and multi-
ply. Of course, not all bacteria are pathogenic 
and neither are all fungi.

Our bodies contain millions of foreign 
bacteria and fungi that do us no harm what-
soever. In fact, many of these organisms are 
responsible for keeping us healthy. Bacteria, 
like fungi, usually require water to become 
infectious.

One of the most common bacterial dis-
ease of pears and apples is called “fireblight.” 
This disease most often occurs when rain or 
hail hits flower blossoms. Splashing water 
spreads the disease. Most, but not all, fun-
gicides are ineffective in treating bacterial 
disease. Commercial fruit growers often use 
antibiotics, such as streptomycin, to try to kill 
bacteria.

A third major infectious agent is viruses. 
Viruses, like the COVID-19 virus, are very 
different than bacteria or fungi in the sense 
that they are not living organisms, per se. 
They can only survive and reproduce inside 
living cells. They have a very short life ex-
pectancy, unlike bacteria or fungi, and they 
don’t necessarily need water to infect. Think 
of them as renegade hunks of DNA or RNA 
that get into the genes of plants or animals, 
and direct the cells to make more viruses. 
They are also very tiny compared to fungi 
and bacteria.

Viral infections in plants are far less com-
mon than bacterial or fungal infections be-
cause they generally cannot get inside a plant 
without help from another living organism. 
Leafhopper insects and aphids are usually 
involved in viral infections in plants. These 
insects inject the virus into the plant physi-
cally with their mouthparts and once inside 
the plant they can replicate.

Since all three of these types of patho-
gens cause disease in somewhat different 
manners, dealing with them requires differ-
ent strategies, but the principles of infection 
remain essentially the same. This is where I 
will pick up the story next week.

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@cornell.edu

Plant diseases
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By Bob Beyfuss
For Capital Region Independent Media

Spring is slowly arriving as 
some spring flowering bulbs are 
beginning to make their appear-
ance in the Hudson Valley. Un-
fortunately, some of these bulbs 
are already being mowed to the 
ground by hungry deer. 

Daffodils and frittalaria are 
really the only spring flowering 
bulbs that deer never eat. 

Frittalaria, also called 
“Crown Imperial,” is a very in-
teresting bulbous plant with un-
usual flowers, but if you decide 
to plant some this fall, I suggest 
you locate them somewhere you 
don’t have to smell them! I sup-
pose it is their skunk-like fra-
grance that keeps the deer away. 

Forget about tulips! I know 
of one person who lost close 
to $1,000 worth of tulips after 
one season, thanks to the local 
whitetails! Flowering alliums 
are usually avoided as well, 
since they smell like onions.  

Many people are also expe-
riencing deer damage to orna-
mental plantings in the home 
landscape. Deer will continue 

to eat woody plants and shrubs 
until there is enough herba-
ceous vegetation for their diet 
to change. They must develop a 
different internal flora of bacte-
ria to digest herbs after living on 
woody browse all winter.  

Most homeowners have only 
three options to deal with the 
problem — avoiding planting 
deer-preferred species, spraying 
repellents and fencing. Reduc-
ing the deer herd is not really a 
viable option for most suburban 
or village home landscapes, but 
reducing the deer herd may be 
an option for people who own 
larger tracts of private property. 

Allowing hunting during the 
legal season can surely reduce 
pressure and landowners who 
value their forest land should se-
riously consider this. Too many 
deer in your forest can reduce or 
even eliminate regeneration of 
desired tree species such as sug-
ar maple, red oak, black cherry 
etc.

Deer can also wipe out rare 
and beautiful native herbaceous 
plants such as trilliums, maiden-
hair fern, ginseng, doll’s eyes, 
lady slipper orchids and many 

more. On numerous occasions I 
have had to tell forest landown-
ers that they really should not 
even consider trying to grow 
ginseng or certain other agrofor-
estry crops because they simply 
have too many deer present.

For smaller properties, op-
tion number one is to plant stuff 
that deer do not particularly like 
to eat. Of course, if the deer are 
practically starving they will 
eat almost anything and once 
they have become accustomed 
to feeding in any particular lo-
cation they may eat plants they 
would otherwise avoid, even if 
other food is available.

If you live in an area that is 
prone to deer damage, perhaps 
the only, truly deer-resistant 
evergreen is blue spruce, but 
most other species of spruce are 
also somewhat resistant. White, 
Norway, birds-nest and dwarf 
Alberta spruce are rarely dam-
aged and often only the tender 
new growth is browsed in May 
or June.  

Mugo pine, pitch (yellow) 
pine and red pine are usually 
avoided, as are most junipers, 
but arborvitae is highly prized 

deer food. Scots pine and white 
pine are sometimes browsed 
when planted in home land-
scapes, but seem to survive pret-
ty well in the forest anyway. The 
same is true for hemlock. Larch 
also seems somewhat resistant. 

All species of Taxus (yews) 
are also favorite foods. Our na-
tive mountain laurel and pinkster 
azaleas are rarely eaten in the 
wild but their cultivated cous-
ins, rhododendrons, often get 
decimated. Even thorny shrubs 
such as flowering quince and 
garden roses are often eaten. All 
species of apples, crabapples, 
cherries and plums are at risk, 
as are Clematis and English ivy. 
Virginia creeper seems resistant 
as do grape vines, trumpet vine 
and wisteria.

Of course, many “invasive” 
plants, such as Asiatic barber-
ry, honeysuckle, autumn olive, 
burning bush, Asiatic bitter-
sweet and multiflora rose have 
few problems, which is why 
they are so “invasive” to begin 
with! Don’t plant any of these! 

Some other popular woody 
ornamentals that also exhib-
it resistance include dogwood, 

especially Kousa dogwood and 
some of the shrubby dogwoods, 
red twig and silky dogwood. 
Redbud is also resistant. 

It is still a bit early to be 
planting trees and shrubs, but 
soon the garden centers and 
nurseries as well as the big-box 
stores will be rolling out the in-
ventory. Before you purchase 
that lovely tree or shrub, which 
will cost much more than it did 
last year, like everything else, 
consider your deer situation. 
Most garden centers don’t offer 
replacements for plants that are 
destroyed by deer. 

Here in Florida, where I am 
wintering, the garden centers 
are already selling tomato and 
other vegetable transplants, as 
well as trees and shrubs. Some 
of the street trees in my neigh-
borhood are in spectacular full 
bloom right now. 

Deer don’t seem to be much 
of an issue in the sunshine state, 
at least not in these touristy, 
coastal areas. I have not seen 
a single one in the past four 
months!  

Reach Bob Beyfuss at 
rlb14@cornell.edu.

Dealing with deer

By Dick Brooks
For Capital Region Independent Media

The Queen of our small castle recently 
returned home with some foreign malady 
and betook herself to the couch where she 
remained for several days as her tempera-
ture raged between 99 and 100 degrees.  

Being a dutiful spouse and concerned 
about her well-being, I tried to make her as 
comfortable as possible. I brought her the 
foods she thought she could consume and 
made special trips to the market for magic 
medicinal liquid (ginger ale).  

Then, because I care greatly for her, I 
made the ultimate sacrifice and watched 
The Home and Garden Network with her 
until she had fully recovered.

I fear The Home and Garden Network. 
They actually tout the “joys” of remodel-
ing and redecorating, both of which rank 
right up there with getting locked in a Por-
ta-John on a hot summer day.  

The shows frequently center around a 

smiling lady enthusiastically making lamp 
shades out of old litter boxes or an overly 
well-dressed gentleman making litter box-
es out of old lamp shades.  They’re either 
knocking down something or adding some-
thing on, nobody seems to ever be satisfied 
with the status quo.

During this very long week, probably 
my favorite shows came to be the country 
decorating shows. I can’t recall their names 
but they were things like: “Decorating with 
Painted Ducks and Cows,” “Fifteen Things 
to Do with Old Milk Cans,” “Building 
an Outhouse in Your Suburban Garden,” 
“How to Get Rid of Your New Stuff and 
Replace It with Old Rusty, Beat-up Junk” 
and so on.

It finally dawned on me — these people 
were making a fortune. They had their own 
TV shows and everything. Maybe there 
was something to this after all. I know 
country, I grew up in the country, I have a 
large collection of old junk — I should be 
a decorator!

This is going to be easy. People want 
country decorating, I could give them the 
real stuff, not this “faux” stuff. 

Given the typical tract ranch home, 
I would start by adding a few tastefully 
placed pick-up trucks in the yard. A flock 
of “organic free-range chickens” scratch-
ing in the front yard for that quaint down-
home feeling. Muddy barn boots in neat 
rows near the kitchen door for that “wel-
come home” feeling.  

The garage would be a good place for a 
couple of hogs to recycle household waste 
and help produce compost for the half acre 
of corn planted near the swimming pool. 
Inside, an old cultivator makes a great cof-
fee table, while a couple of duck decoys 
bobbing in the bathtub adds that element of 
surprise that guests are delighted by.  

Old tractor parts hung on the walls add 
to the country atmosphere and become 
rustic art pieces.  Tearing out the outdat-
ed hardwood flooring and replacing it with 
“Old Linoleum” pattern number 5 from 

Home Depot would complete our make-
over.  

The last thing would be to present the 
delighted homeowners with a huge bill so 
they could tell all their neighbors about 
how reasonably they accomplished this 
change.

These guys need to get a life or go visit 
a real country home. Most country folks I 
know would run them out of town on a rail!  

Thank the heavens the Queen has re-
covered, life is back to normal and “Life 
Below Zero” is coming on, which just 
points out the fact that without your health, 
TV is nothing.

Thought for the week — “We’ve put 
more effort into helping folks reach old age 
than into helping them enjoy it.” - Frank 
A. Clark.

Until next week, may you and yours be 
happy and well. 

Reach Dick Brooks at whittle12124@
yahoo.com.

The dawn of a new career
WHITTLING AWAY by Dick Brooks

By Toby Moore
For Capital Region Independent Media

It’s easy to hide from the issues 
of life. 

Most of us have done it. I know 
I was hiding from things in my life 
that I should have faced years ago. 
Unfortunately, some people spend 
their whole life hiding from some-
thing that they eventually will 
have to face one way or the other. 

Some are hiding from a broken 
relationship, refusing to ask for 
forgiveness and fixing what went 
wrong, holding onto the pain and 
the negativity. 

It’s easy to hide from addic-
tions, knowing it’s time to quit but 
putting it off. 

Some are hiding from paying 
off their debt, finishing their edu-
cation or getting back in shape. 

Maybe you’ve been hiding 
from opportunities. I knew some-
one who had a great job interview 

lined up that could have taken 
their career to the next level. They 
drove to the meeting location, but 
they were too nervous to follow 
through, and they turned around 
and drove home instead.  

Many people hide from that 
small voice inside, telling them to 
follow their dream and fulfill their 
destiny. They feel like they’re sup-
posed to be doing extraordinary 
things, but the thoughts tell them 
it’s not worth the trouble, so they 
stay where they are. 

It is normal to want to avoid 
the things we fear, but the problem 
with sweeping things under the 
rug is that it doesn’t make them go 
away. Hiding can make our anx-
iety disappear for a little bit, but 
eventually, we pay the price.

Some knew they should have 
quit smoking 20 years ago, and 
now they’re learning to cope 
with a difficult medical diagnosis. 
Some knew they needed to deal 

with anger issues at the beginning 
of their relationship, but now the 
divorce papers are served. Some 
knew they should have taken the 
chance and started the business, 
but now they’re unhappy and feel 
like they missed their chance. 

It’s easy to make excuses: “I’ve 
always been angry — that’s just 
how I am,” “I’ve always been crit-
ical — I can’t change that,” “I’ve 
always been lazy — it’s just how 
I was born,” “I’ve always been 
prideful — it runs in my family,” 
“I’ve always had this addiction, 
and I always will!” 

Don’t make excuses for your-
self. If you want to get to the next 
level, you will have to deal with 
the things keeping you from your 
potential.

It seems easier to hide because 
what we need to face requires 
work. Hiding makes us feel like 
perhaps we aren’t responsible for 
what happens; we fool ourselves 

into thinking we don’t have the 
power to face our demons; think-
ing we need something or some-
one to make it happen. It’s an il-
lusion; it’s always better to fix a 
problematic situation before it’s 
too late. Hiding and looking the 
other way seems easy, but is it 
worth the consequences?

Coming out of hiding doesn’t 
have to happen all at once. You 
can test the waters; facing your 
fears can be done gradually. One 
step at a time, you can repeatedly 
go into uncomfortable situations, 
little by little, until you feel less 
anxious. Work your way up to fac-
ing things that cause you distress. 
Over time, you can build up your 
confidence and eventually con-
quer what’s holding you down.

Whatever you do, keep mov-
ing forward or you may find your-
self waiting for a change that will 
not come on its own.

Whatever you decide, it’s cru-

cial to realize you’ll never become 
who you want to be by hiding from 
what you know you need to do. 

Face your fears, conquer your 
demons, confront your insecurity, 
don’t be afraid to say you’re sor-
ry, don’t be afraid to forgive, and 
don’t be scared to fail. Be willing 
to be uncomfortable and face the 
unknown. 

Like the proverb says, “If at 
first, you don’t succeed, try, try 
again!”  

If you do, breakthroughs will 
come, and you’ll find that you’re 
a happier, more fulfilled person. It 
may be challenging, but I believe 
in you, and I know you’re capable 
of great things!

Toby Moore is a columnist, 
the star of Emmy-nominated “A 
Separate Peace,” and the CEO of 
Cubestream Inc.

Stop hiding from your problems
Positively Speaking

By Mary Schoepe
For Capital Region Independent Media

I love nuts! But there was a 
time when I avoided them like 
the plague because I thought 
they were fattening. Not any-
more! 

Here’s what changed my 
mind. 

According to multiple stud-
ies, nuts are full of unsaturated 
(good) fats, which offer pro-
tection against diseases such as 
heart disease, diabetes, cancer 
and weight gain. 

So in today’s article we’ll 
take a look at some of the most 
commonly eaten tree nuts and 
how they can help you shed 
pounds. 

Americans love almonds and 
our consumption of them has 
grown by leaps and bounds over 
the past few years. And accord-
ing to a study published in the 
International Journal of Obesi-
ty, there’s even more reason to 
love them — they can help you 
lose weight. Participants in the 
almond diet saw an 18% reduc-
tion in weight compared with 
an 11% reduction in the non-al-
mond dieters. 

No longer just a tasty snack, 
walnuts can also help support the 
health of your gut microbiota. 
A study published in Nutrients 
found that eating just 1.5 ounc-
es of walnuts a day positively 
impacted the gut microbiome 
by enhancing good probiotic 

bacteria. And the heart-healthy 
fat, high-fiber antioxidants and 
vitamins have catapulted these 
nutritious nuggets into health 
food heaven!  

Native to Brazil, heart-
healthy cashews have long been 
viewed as a delicacy. The essen-
tial fatty acids found in cashews 
can lower levels of LDL (bad) 
cholesterol and increase levels 
of healthy HDL cholesterol. Ad-
ditionally, the linoleic and oleic 
acids found in cashews enhance 
hair color and gives your hair a 
silky smooth texture.

Despite being rich in calo-
ries, macadamia nuts are one of 
the healthiest nuts you can eat. 
A favorite among Keto dieters, 
they are high in fat and low in 

net carbs and sugar. That com-
bination makes it very unlikely 
that your blood-sugar levels will 
spike in between meals. 

Another must have for Keto 
and Mediterranean dieters are 
pistachio nuts. Packed with B 
vitamins, magnesium, potassi-
um and fiber, pistachios are just 
what your body needs to func-
tion optimally. But beware — at 
only 4 calories each, (1 oz /49 
nuts) their buttery rich flavor 
makes them easy to overindulge 
in.

Native to the Amazon rain 
forest, the Brazil nut is a nutri-
tional powerhouse and one of 
my favorites! With an extremely 
high content of healthy fats, an-
tioxidants, vitamins, selenium 

and minerals, Brazil nuts may 
reduce inflammation, support 
brain function and improve thy-
roid function and heart health. 

Because nuts are so snack-
able, mindlessly eating handfuls 
can be a dangerous practice. A 
good way to make sure you’re 
not overindulging too much is to 
pre-portion nuts in small bags. 
And if you’re on a budget, buy-
ing nuts in their shells will save 
you money and keep you from 
eating too many at one sitting. 

So the next time you’re hun-
gry, go a little nutty! You’ll reap 
all kinds of health benefits and 
watch the scale go down with 
just 1 ounce a day!

Nutty tips 
Fitness Concepts
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Transcribed from her diary by 
Kathy Saurer Osborne

Sunday, April 22: Cloudy. E. 
Wind. Got dinner. Went to Church. 
Chuck and Joyce went, too. They 
have gone to the races. 

Monday, April 23: Fair. Hung out 
wash and dried it. Ironed some of it. 
Joyce at Chuck’s here for tea. Chil-
dren at school. 

Tuesday, April 24: Fair. Ironed 
and did everyday work. Joyce and 
Chuck came about 3:30. They went 
to the baseball game at school. Here 
to tea. We went to see Lite in the 
evening. They stayed here all night.

Wednesday, April 25: Rain. Took 
Gertrude to Aunt Theresa’s. Kids 
asleep yet. Girls at school. Gene 
saying goodbye to a girlfriend on 
Stubby’s route somewhere. Chuck 
and Joyce got up and ate breakfast 
and dinner and started for Albany on 
some errands. Harold brought Ger-
trude home about 4:30. Chuck and 
Joyce must be over to Eufemia’s. I 
haven’t heard from them.

Thursday, April 26: Fair. Cleaned 
bedrooms, etc. Chuck home today. 
Joyce here, he came about 4. Stayed 
for tea and they went out. Addie in 
visiting. 

Friday, April 27: Fair. Cleaned 
livingrooms. Gene at Belle’s attend-
ing a plastic party in P.M. Chuck and 
Joyce went to Albany on errands. 
Then came for me about 6 and we 
went to Red’s for dinner. Mr. and 
Mrs. Eufemia, Chuck, Joyce and I. 
Had a very nice time. Chuck here 
tonight.

Saturday, April 28: Fair. Made 
pie and shell. Chuck’s people want-
ed him home. He went about noon. 
Back at 6 and they went out for the 
evening. The girls went to the Ban-
quet and Addie and I went to the 
last card party. We both got booby. 
Joyce stayed at Eufemia’s.

Sunday, April 29: Fair. Joyce 
went to Mass with Chuck. Adrienne 
didn’t feel well and didn’t go out. 
Adele went to S.S. I went to Alba-
ny in the Lincoln with Eufemia’s 
and Joyce and Chuck. Went on to 

Delite’s and had a nice time home 9 
P.M.  Took Chuck back.

Monday, April 30: Fair. Put out 
washing, ironed some and cleaned 
Don’s bedroom. Took Joyce to 
Greenville this A.M. Don mowed 
lawn tonight and has taken the TV 
set to be fixed. Children are taking 
baths and doing homework.

Tuesday, May 1: A fine day. Did 
the ironing and some mending. P.M. 
rested and read news. Gertrude at 
L.A.S. They cleared $75.04 on the 
banquet. After supper we cleaned up 
the lawn and backyard. It looks bet-
ter. They think the trouble is in the 
speaker of the TV. Don has to take 
that down tonight. Later: Got the TV 
back in time for Ted Mack. Good!

Wednesday, May 2: Fair. Did ev-
eryday work and fixed Adrienne’s 
evening gown. Didn’t do much 
else. Had letter from Olive, but she 
said nothing of coming over. Carry 
Moore Almay is dead. Funeral last 
Sunday.

Thursday, May 3: Fair. Cleaned 
bedrooms and dusted them. Got 
meals, washed dishes etc. Sent radio 
Chuck gave Joyce to her. Vo is on 
the “blink.” Gherdon called for it. 
Addie and I went to Rockface din-
er for dinner and then took a ride. 
Joyce called while we were gone. 
Chuck has weekends off and is com-
ing home. Joyce is meeting him Sat. 
A.M. Will be home sometime.

Friday, May 4: Fair. Frost. 
Cleaned livingrooms and dusted. 
Put hem in Adele’s skirt she is wear-
ing tomorrow to Albany to tour the 
Educational Building, Capitol, etc. 
Joyce called to see that I understood 
everything OK. Doesn’t know when 
they will be home. Don and Ger-
trude took Buffy to Greenville, in-
oculated for rabies.

Saturday, May 5: Fair. Made 
pie and a shell. Girls went to Al-
bany for sightseeing. Youth fellow-
ship. Looked all day for Joyce. She 
phoned about 8 P.M. and they (she 
and Chuck) came a little later. Went 
on to dance. Don and Gertrude went 
to the races.

Grandma Mackey’s Diary
1951 life in Medusa

local news
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ALL IN ONE PLACE!

Visit Us Now:
TheUpstater.com



12	 	 													The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  April 22, 20224	 	 													The Greenville Pioneer • Friday, January 1, 2021

Many people, both men and 
women, kept diaries in the past. 
I have a small collection of local 
diaries and would love to have 
more because they illustrate the 
daily lives people were leading 
and what and who was import-
ant to them. Most people started 
diary keeping on January 1 of 
a given year. While they may 
not have continued recording 
until the end of the year, the di-
aries usually tell what their au-
thors were doing on New Year’s 
Day. Since this edition of “The 
Greenville Pioneer” is coming 
out on January 1, I thought I 
would share with you how some 
people spent that day in the past. 
I don’t even know the names of 
all those who kept the diaries. 
Often, they didn’t put their 
names in the books. Perhaps you 
can guess who the authors might 
have been. If you do fi nd a clue, 
please let me know.

 Helen Tripp was one of the 
daughters of Alfred and Maria 
Utter Tripp. She was born Jan-
uary 26,1853, and she lived un-
til January 27, 1917. She lived 
in the brick house on the main 
street of Oak Hill with her fam-
ily. On January 1, 1874, she 
started a diary: 

Thursday, Weather very 
pleasant. I worked around the 
house until noon. In the after-
noon sewed on my dress. Did 
not go anywhere nor was there 
any one in here till evening. Mrs. 
Eliza Flower called. Received a 
letter from Libbie Russell.

Friday, January 2: Weather 
very pleasant, thawed all day. 
I sewed on my dress nearly all 
day. Aunt Mary Utter and Jim-
mie came down this evening to 
go to the donation. [I can imag-
ine what the donation was, but 
can anyone share more informa-
tion?] Aunt Mary invited us to 
go with her. The coal fi re went 
out last night. I had to make it 
up this morning. Aunt Mary had 
a very nice time; they cleared 
$104.

Saturday, January.3: Weath-
er very pleasant; thawed all day 
again today. I had to make the 
coal fi re again today. Father, 
Mother, Hattie and Carrie [her 
two youngest sisters] went over 
to Uncle Briggs today. [Uncle 
Briggs was a Tripp and lived in 
Medusa or Westerlo]. I fi nished 
my dress, all but the buttons and 
pockets.

Sunday, January 4:  Weather 
very nice and pleasant. Went to 
Durham to church this morn-
ing. Did not get back in time 
for Sunday School. Did not go 
to church this afternoon. [The 
Tripps lived next to the Oak Hill 
Methodist Church and were al-
ways very involved there.]  Or-
ville preached. I wrote a letter 
to Libbie Russell this evening. 
Did not go to church. [It sounds 
like there were opportunities to 
spend the whole day and eve-
ning at church.]

Chauncey B Day from Al-
cove recorded on January 
1,1887: Thurs. Went to Al-
cove—got 3 gal. kerosene.

The diary of another anon-
ymous person recorded: Jan 1, 
1888 Rained all day. Hugh here 
in evening. 

A. M. Cowles recorded in 
his diary: January 1, 1898: The 
snow that fell yesterday has 
been piled in heaps last night 
and the wind is still blowing. 
I could not get home last night 
for the snow was drifted.  Mr. 
Whitehead and myself played 5 
games of dominoes this morn-
ing.  In the evening played with 
Mr. Mackey. Mr. Cook and 
brother drove them to the house 
to break out the roads.

Jan. 1, 1918:  A diary from 
the Wade family recorded: Mary 
is with us. We stay in all day. 
Big Fire in Catskill 2:20 a.m.

Mrs. Mary D. Mattice from 
Catskill wrote: Wednesday, Jan 
1,1919: We stayed home. Made 
head cheese and hockeye [a pig 
product].

For years many Oak Hill and 
Vicinity families have gone to 
Florida in the winter; the Tripps, 
the Fords, and the Wades all had 
houses in the Bradenton area. 
For these folks, the New Year 
was a time to go south. A series 
of diaries written by the Wade 
family give an idea of what the 
New York folks did in Florida:

Gainesville Fla Jan 1, 1925. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bates, Nelson and 
I ate our New Year’s dinner to-
gether outside our tents plac-
ing our tables together. (Menu:  
fricasseed chicken, sweet and 
white potatoes, cucumber pick-
les, chili sauce, creamed onions, 
green peas, sweet corn, celery, 
cranberries sauce.  Coffee Lem-
on pies.) The men washed the 
dishes for us. Mrs. Bates and 
I called on Mrs. Harder from 
Hudson on this camp.

Jan 1, 1928: Spend the day a 
home. Bates are away the week 
end. Mr. and Mrs. Lasher called 
this afternoon. We spend our 
spare time writing letters. Nel-
son goes to church.

Deland Fla:  Jan 1, 1930 A 
very lovely day. Need no fi re. 
Wash this am; take a nap this af-
ternoon. And go with the Lash-
ers to see the Glorifi ed Ameri-
can Girl.

1934:  Deland, Fla. We go out 
for dinner and go to the movies 
in afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. Kipp 
from Orange City call in the 
evening. Tooldie seems some 
better today. 80 in the shade.

Jan 1, 1935: A lovely day. 
We call on Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
and the Hacks. Have our din-
ner at home. Spend our evening 
with Mr. and Mrs. Luke

Jan 2.  Three callers. Nice 
day. Our anniversary. Hacks for 
the evening.

Jan. 1, 1938: A lovely day. 

Had dinner at home. Junior with 
us. There was a dinner at the CC 
[country club?] Building for the 
Tourists but we did not go. The 
holidays passed off very pleas-
antly. Thunder showers later 
evening.

Jan 1, 1939:  callers this af-
ternoon.

Jan 2 this is our 56th wedding 
anniversary. Quite a change be-
tween then and now

Jan 1, 1940:  Mr. and Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Lasher, Nelson 
and I had our dinner at the Tour-
ist Club Rooms. A very nice 
turkey dinner gotten on purpose 
for the club about 230 were 
there.  Price 80 cents. The busi-
ness meeting at 7:00, then an 
entertainment and refreshments 
and card playing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howards came this afternoon. 

You can see the New York 
folks had a wide circle of 
friends, lots of activities, and 
warm weather. Some of them 
stayed a few months and then 
returned north. Others made 
Florida their permanent home. 

Another diary which has 
no name identifying its owner, 
written in an O-K Seal Theme 
Tablet is one of my favorites. It 
is titled “My Diary for 1936.”

Wed. Jan 1 --1936:  Geils, 
John and I were to Flossies & 
Harris. A beautiful day. Came 
back and stopped at Golda’s, 
they were sawing ice.

Thurs. Jan 2. John went on 
the road I did chores, washed, 
another lovely day starting to 
rain at night. Reggie Fowler 
broke his leg at Newells.

Friday, Jan 3. Johns home, it 
rained all day. John went with 
Floyd Nickerson after hay.  I 
went to Helens.

Saturday Jan 4:  Lovely 
day just like spring. Helen and 
I went to Middleburg got our 
money from Clarence, came 
back by way of Potter Hollow. 
Stopped at Ethel Bates got home 
about 4 oclock had a hay ride 
through the woods.

Sunday Jan 5: Just a perfect 
day Very icy rained last night.  
John walked to Elmers. Geil, 
K.O. and Cecile was down after 
milk.

Mary Wade, wife of Leslie 
Wade, lived in the Green Re-
vival house in Oak Hill. She 
became the Durham Town Clerk 
January 1, 1946 and record-
ed in her diary: We have Town 
Clerk’s offi ce and had the safe 
etc. moved to our house.  Wrote 
a few licenses.  Stayed home for 
New Year’s Day.

Jan. 2:  got desk ready for 
Town Papers, etc.  Had to get 
new battery for car. Pop [Leslie] 
got all the Town Clerk material 
in order for me. Not much busi-
ness yet. 

Brooks Atkinson, the dra-

ma critic for the “New York 
Times,” and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author who had a house in 
Durham on the Susquehanna 
Turnpike for many years, pub-
lished a book in 1951 called 
“Once Around the Sun.” It is 
presented in diary form in that 
there is an essay for every day 
of the year. 

Some essays describe local 
residents, but today I want to 
share his philosophical com-
ments on January 1, 1951. He 
was in New York City that day. 
His musings seem relevant for 
today: “New Year’s Day. The 
new year comes in with a sting. 
New York is alarmed. Rain fall-
ing at a freezing temperature 
has covered the sidewalks with 
a hard glaze. Speaking over the 
city radio the mayor personally 
warns motorists to keep off the 
icy streets. The Weather Bu-
reau forecasts a heavy snow-
storm tonight. At the moment, 
the year looks bright…. we are 
warm and we begin the new 
year triumphantly. The worst 
can happen; occasionally it 
does. Not many of us in Ameri-
ca are prepared for it, for we do 
not believe it in our bones. We 
cheerfully assume that in some 
mystic way love conquers all, 
the good outweighs evil in the 
just balances of the universe and 
that at the eleventh hour some-
thing gloriously triumphant 
will prevent the worst before 
it happens. In the austere light 
of the world’s experience our 
optimism is naïve. When wars 
and depressions strike us down, 
we are shocked, incredulous, 
and unprepared. But cautious 
calculations bore us; they have 
such a dismal appearance and 
sound. To Americans optimism 
is a more congenial attitude. It 
may be even more than that: it 
may be creative. For all that I 
know at the moment, ‘Happy 
New Year’ may be nothing less 
than prophecy as the world be-
gins one more journey around 
the sun.”

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas 
is the Town of Durham Histori-
an. She lives in Oak Hill, thus 
the name of her column. 

Greenville Auto & Truck Parts 
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All appliances - Air Conditioners 
Outdoor Grills - Metal Swimming Pools 

Call Today! 
John at 518-756-3056 

Many people kept diaries in the past

The front of the “Once Around the Sun” dust jacket is typical of illustration in 1951 
when it was published. The book sold for $4.

The dress Helen Tripp wrote about in her diary would likely have been similar to those worn by the Tripp ladies in this picture. 
They prided themselves on their fashionable attire, made mostly at home. At that period of time, the local stores sold yard 
good and notions. Some ladies in town had a dressmaker come to stay for a week or so to make their new gowns.

The Tripps had a house in Bradenton, where the whole family visited.  I U was in 
fact living there when he died, but his body was returned to Oak Hill for burial in 
the Oak Hill Cemetery. They were members of the Bradenton Country Club.

Mary Wade of Oak Hill was one of the many area people who went to Florida each 
winter. Some visited; others retired there. Most people drove from the Catskills to 
Florida, and there are numerous accounts of their trips which took several days 
and possibly car repairs along the way. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The back of the dustjacket of Brooks Atkinson’s book pictures him and tells about 
his many achievements.

East Durham: A wealth of historic sites

By Mary Lou Nahas
For Capital Region Independent Media

The Durham Historic Preserva-
tion Working Group has been pre-
paring a series of maps to be posted 
on the town’s website.  

We are fortunate to have cartog-
rapher Jeff Bliss, a town resident, as 
part of the team. Dan Clifton, chair-
man of the group, has stated, “One 
decision we made was to include 
all National Register-listed sites as 
well as other historic sites of local 
importance (but not listed on the 
National Register).” 

East Durham has only one 
property so listed and is signifi-
cant because of its architecture and 
connection to recreation. There are 
many other buildings in the ham-
let that meet those criteria. Today I 
want to write about some of them. 

As always, I start with early 
maps such as the Beers 1867 map 
of East Durham and the Beers Atlas 
of East Durham to know what was 
there in the 1860s. 

Beers History of Greene Coun-
ty provides information about ear-
ly families, but Brendon Dolan’s 
NYU master’s thesis, “Music in 
the Mountains: The Irish Catskills 
and Traditional Music” and Kevin 
Ferguson’s book “100 Years of the 
Irish Catskills” are important sourc-
es for much of the history of East 
Durham because although there 
was a community here before the 
American Revolution, by the ear-
ly 1900s music and the Irish were 
what distinguished the hamlet and 
kept it going. 

The Irish often purchased old 
farms with boarding houses and 
turned them into resorts. While the 
history of East Durham goes back 
to the 1800s and before with Stone 
Bridge Cemetery, Hedges Home-

stead, the Central Hotel, Winans-
ville and the Van Tassell farm, it 
has become the Shamrock House, 
Furlongs, the Irish Cultural Center, 
Nellie’s and McGrath’s today. A 
few properties such as Stone Bridge 
Cemetery and Hedges Homestead 
continue somewhat as they began.

    • Stone Bridge Cemetery: 
The land upon which it is located 
was given to the town of Durham 
for use as a cemetery by the Pa-
troon, James Barker, an English-
man who came to America shortly 
before the American Revolution, 
bringing 23 tenant farmers and their 
families. “Soon after his arrival, he 
purchased a large tract of land ly-
ing in the town of Durham,” Beers 
History of Greene County states, 
“The Barker Patent for 6,000 acres 
situated on both sides of the Katskill 
Creek.” The land was chosen care-
fully for fertility, abundance of wa-
ter for powers, and accessibility. 
Some years before his death Bark-
er moved to the home of Obadiah 
Evory, one of his tenants. Barker 
died in 1820.

    • Hedges Homestead: In 
1825, Henry Hedges and then his 
son Stephen Hedges bought a por-
tion of the property on what today 
is Stone Bridge Extension Road. 
The 1867 Beers Atlas of Greene 
County refers to the farm as the 
Patroon Place. According to the 
booklet “James Barker, The Pa-
troon” by Vernon Haskins, written 
in 1979, “At the easterly end of 
East Durham village, an improved 
road leads northerly and easterly in 
a wide, sweeping loop, again join-
ing the Susquehanna Turnpike at 
Stone Bridge. Much of the acreage 
contained in this loop was a part 
and parcel of the Barker Patent. The 
wagon house on this farm was the 
original house and doubtless was 

once occupied by the Patroon.”  
Stephen Hedges, who owned 

the property in 1825, had four chil-
dren: George (who helped run the 
farm and was a local photographer), 
Henry (a teacher in Albany) and 
two daughters Margaret (Maggie) 
and Emma. Maggie married Carce-
lo Jennings, a doctor in Freehold 
who died of consumption within 
a year of their marriage. She and 
her son Clarence then moved back 
to the Homestead, which Clarence 
inherited in the 1920s. Clarence 
brought the first registered dairy 
cows to the farm. He ended up 
showing them all over New York 
and Ohio in national shows. The 
third generation of the family in-
cluded Frances Hedges and Al-
fred Partridge. Alfred was 50 and 
a bachelor when they married. He 
was also a dairyman who brought 
the Ayrshire cattle to the homestead. 
Frances and Alfred had three sons: 
Lowell, Dwight, and Eric. Eric and 
his wife Janet have three children: 
Courtney, Kacie and Cole, all part 
of present life on the farm.  

    • The Central Hotel, Tay-
lor’s Hotel, Shamrock House: Ear-
ly maps show a hotel near where 
Stone Bridge Extension leaves the 
Turnpike. It was called Central 
Hotel at an early time because it 
was halfway between Catskill and 
Middleburg. By the 1920s a man 
named Taylor ran it; in 1937 the 
Kelleghers, an Irish family from 
New York City, bought the business 
and extended it into a restaurant, bar 
and dance hall and gave it the name, 
Shamrock House. It continues as 
such today.

    • Furlongs: The 1867 map 
of East Durham shows a store and 
post office on the site of what today 
is the Five Furlongs. Legend has it 
that building was a train station in 
the late 1830s for the Canajoha-
rie-Catskill Railroad, which was 
chartered in 1830, intending to con-
nect Catskill on the Hudson River 
with Canajoharie on the Erie Canal. 
Construction began in 1836, a total 
of 26 ¼ miles of track were laid. 
The tracks got as far as Cooksburg 
before the project was abandoned.  

There are records of milestones 
at mile 9.15 - Hay Press, mile 8.23 
– Winansville, now East Durham, 
mile 7.58 – Hedges, mile 6.09 - 
Bridge over Catskill Creek. Was the 
one at Winansville for the Furlong’s 
building? The 1867 map identifies 
Bagley and Rickerson, dealers in 
dry goods, groceries, boots, shoes, 
patent medicines and general mer-
chandise. The building appears in 
many photographs from the early 
20th century, but its function is un-
clear until the 1940s. 

Kevin Ferguson in “100 Years 
of the Irish Catskills” wrote: “This 
property was operated as an Irish 
pub from at least the 1940s, first as 
the Longford House, operated by 
Longford couple, Jim and Cather-
ine Furey, and later by a German 
couple, the Myers. About 1975 

a Clareman named Patty O’Dea 
took over and changed the name to 
O’Dea’s Riverside Inn.” 

Tom and Yvonne Furlong 
bought it in 1988. They subdivid-
ed the housekeeping units into 12 
motel units and added a deck. They 
filled in a pool that was on the prop-
erty after a few incidences with late 
night drunken revelers. Brendan 
Dolan wrote in 2008, “Into the mid-
1990s Furlong’s featured live music 
with such musician as Peter McKi-
ernan and Peter McHugh.  Furlongs 
became known as the place to go 
for the late night, a place where 
the summer staff from other resorts 
went after their resorts closed down 
for the night.” 

“For 24 years Tom and Yvonne 
ran the popular venue until illness 
forced them to shut it down in 2011.  
Tom was well known as the former 
All-Star footballer for his native Co. 
Offlay in Ireland. He was a member 
of the New York All-Star team that 
beat the great Galway team, win-
ners of three All-Ireland’s in a row, 
in 1967.” 

Furlongs was a place to hear tra-
ditional Irish music and watch tele-
vised GAA games, Ferguson wrote. 
The building was empty until it was 
brought back to life by Five Fur-
longs two years ago.

    • The Irish Cultural Center: 
Theodore Van Tassell a native of 
Germany, settled at East Durham 
about 1800 on a 65-acre farm. The 
main house became Ingleside, a 
boarding house that was purchased 
in 1952 by Brooklynite Matthew 
McNally, who remodeled it as the 
Blarney Star. In the 1980s, the prop-
erty was acquired by the Irish Cul-
tural Center, which it remains today. 

    • Fern Cliff: Originally owned 
by the Winans (East Durham was 
called Winansville as late as 1840.) 
Typical of many of the boarding 
houses in East Durham, this resort 
was a farm with many buildings 
which became a boarding house. 
The oldest house on the property 
was the original farm house built in 
1865 by the Winans and torn down 
in 1983.  In 1910/11, Anne and 
James O’Connell, an Irish couple 
from New York City, bought the 
property. Their business brought up 
enough folks from New York City 

so that in 1924 a Fern Cliff House 
Reunion was held in New York 
City. Mary McIntyre ran the Fern 
Cliff from 1935 to 1956. In 1957, 
the Van Bergans purchased Fern 
Cliff House and called it O’Con-
nell’s Fern Cliff. In the late ‘30s 
early ‘40s, the Van Bergans bought 
the Weldon House and ran both un-
til 1960.  

    • Nellie’s: The site was the 
home of the Hay Press, a dancehall/
bar/restaurant. George O’Neill re-
christened it O’Neill’s, on the road 
– distinguished from their large 
boarding house O’Neill’s in the 
woods. Sean Bressler ran it as Ei-
leen’s for a few years. A man named 
Kelly operated it as Puzzles briefly. 
Sean and Sue Frey turned it into 
Darby’s in the 1990s. Next it was 
The Saloon and now Nellie’s.

    • The Weldon House: The 
building was in operation as a 
boarding house from at least 1910 
when it was owned by the Weldons 
and later the Pfeiffers. It burned 
down in 1913 and was rebuilt in 
1921. The Van Bergen family pur-
chased the business in the late ‘30s, 
early ‘40s, and ran it until Tom and 
Joan McGoldrick took ownership in 
1960. The Weldon House was listed 
on the State and National Register 
in 2000. Today it is owned by the 
Handels, who run Blackthorne.

    • Edgewood Falls Farm, Mc-
Graths: By 1903 it was a boarding 
house owned by Mrs. Geo. Os-
terhout. Next, as Brendon Dolan 
writes, the farm was a long-stand-
ing resort operated by the Stapchuk 
family. “There were many buildings 
in the complex, two dating from 
1891 and 1911 respectively. The 
main house burnt down in 1964 and 
a dining room and motel units were 
constructed in their place.” Matty 
and Kathleen McGrath bought the 
place in 1973 and their family is still 
running the resort, which has long 
been famous for early morning Irish 
breakfasts. Buttons Ryan, writing 
in the 1970s, said: “Just what lies 
ahead cannot easily be predicted 
but it would surely be interesting to 
visit East Durham fifty years from 
now and relate the impression you 
were left with.”

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The Longford House and Cottages in East Durham, pictured in 1924.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Originally the Central Hotel, the building is now known as Shamrock House.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
An 1867 map of East Durham.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
The land for the Stone Bridge Cemetery was given to the town by the Patroon, 
James Barker, an Englishman who came to America shortly before the Ameri-
can Revolution.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The Engleside Van Tassell farm in East Durham.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
A Beers map of The Patroon Place.
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By Pat Larsen
For Capital Region Independent Media

Before I write a word, a paragraph or 
decide on a direction to take in my column 
for the week, I choose a title that embodies 
the overall message that I’d like to create.

In this case, the words “lighten up” 
have a variety of possibilities and mean-
ings as they relate to our bodies, our mind-
set for this coming season and our general 
spirit as we embark on spring 2022.

In a previous column I promised that 
the fi tness guru was returning in me and it 
has indeed resurfaced.

I have also decided to mesh focusing on 
some form of fi tness for the reader with a 
decidedly healthier consideration of how 
nutrition plays into the big picture.

Then of course, both of these consider-
ations, without question, bring focus to a 
more hopeful spirit as we move forward in 
this season of renewal.

Let’s begin with my favorite topic, mu-
sic and movement, and how they play fully 
into LIGHTENING UP! Many of my faith-
ful readership already are participating in a 
form of exercise class that I teach or have 
over these past 12 years.

Those who attend my classes enjoy the 
great music I bring to every class. Call me 
“gifted” in that area. 

I lived through the ‘50s myself and 
music on the radio was a constant in my 
household. My parents were an award-win-
ning roller skating duo in the late ‘40s. The 
pictures (sadly no video) of the two of 
them are among my favorites of my par-
ents. When we sat together at the dinner 
table, they talked about those days and the 
music and fun they had like it was yester-
day. Mind 

“The Twist” came along when I was 
in my late childhood (I was 9-10) and I 
couldn’t get enough of that movement. 

Who knew at the time that The Twist 

was a form of exercise? In 
truth, it wasn’t, but our bod-
ies loved it and so it became 
exercise in disguise. 

So all of that history has 
been leading up to the di-
rection I took, over 12 years 
ago, to recreate more of that 
“church, dance party fun” 
for a generation that em-
braced a variety of music in 
my fi tness program here in 
Greene and Albany coun-
ties.

The only thing missing 
right now in my programs are the gents 
who, I am very aware, are out there and 
still tapping those toes to the ‘50s favorites, 
just reminiscing.

Our class is mostly made up of the ab-
solute best fun-loving ladies of all abili-
ties and all ages that I just love! I wonder 
what it will take to get the guys back on the 
dance fl oor? There’s no shortage of sexy 
senior ladies, guys! 

OK, not literally “on the dance fl oor,” 
but certainly participating in a version of 
the kind of music and movement that helps 
in keeping the body limber, fi t, focused 
on getting those creaks out of the joints 
and fl owing down memory lane again.

Back in the day, there was no shame in 
guys being a part of the dance. If life’s been 
kind, and you’re still breathing, I bet you’d 
love to join us.

So, guys, lighten up... and let’s get you 
moving again. I promise, nope, I guarantee 
you’re going to love the music. 

Now to those ladies who have not yet 
stepped up to that place where fi tness and 
fun meet... my class...then this is your per-
sonal invitation as well. You’ll never know 
you can until you try. There is only one re-
quirement.

You have to be willing, patient and 

trusting that I can teach any-
body to move in a safe, ef-
fective way that’ll leave you 
smiling and a better version 
of yourself than when you 
began. 

Imagine... Frank Sinatra, 
Dean, Bing, Doris, Dion, 
Otis, Elvis, Bobby, Lionel, 
Willie, the Flamingos, Rose-
mary, on and on....

Next topic — lighten-
ing up the food we’re eat-
ing. Think more focused on 
bunny food. Only kidding. 

But adding more veggies, a few fruits, 
less stew, defi nitely no processed food and 
halving the amount of sugar you bake with 
or put on cereal or your beverages.

Salt? Not good for us and we know it. 
Decide to use less than before.

So, we fi nd ourselves with higher pric-
es everywhere. We got this. As the saying 
goes, “Been there, done that!”

Perfect time to just cut back — eat 
smarter, which usually means healthi-
er anyway, less meat (have you seen the 
price of chicken?) More bean dishes, fewer 
cookies.

Here’s an idea that is one of my person-
al favorites. Use smaller plates when delv-
ing out portions of your meals. I’ve done 
one simple thing to drop calories. I halve 
everything I eat. OK, I’m not saying I eat 
half a cake and call it a success. Well, may-
be once.

But lightening up is the subject and 
‘tis the season to refresh our intentions on 
creating a healthier and more fi t version of 
ourselves.

Naysayers are surely, as I’ve heard so 
often in the past or in private one-on-one 
therapy sessions that I’ve had with individ-
uals, sour to the concept of ever in this life-
time obtaining a degree of success in being 

healthy, again, at their age. 
I totally disagree. No matter what the 

day brings and regardless of the rough 
patch, when you choose to leave that be-
hind even for just a hour, as my students 
who take my fi tness class do, you’ve giv-
en yourself a great gift that will defi nite-
ly benefi t you even at the end of that day. 
You’ve got to believe to achieve. And I 
never give up on anyone. That motivation 
is contagious. 

Lighten up in that mind of yours and 
your spirit will surely follow the path 
you’ve created for yourself.

Without the hope of possibilities, your 
internal light will dim and day will lead 
into night and you’ll be less able to hear 
the music that shaped your early life and 
the movement will cease.

I believe in my heart, that’s not what 
anyone wants.

I have countless examples within my 
classes that speak to hope, possibilities, 
being able to push through regardless of 
the “weights” that bear down. Join me. Or 
fi nd your own way to enjoy the benefi ts of 
lightening up. 

If any generation can do it, it’s certainly 
those who navigated the ‘40s and ‘50s and 
survived.

Pat Larsen is a licensed fi tness in-
structor providing active adults/seated 
fi tness programs, specialized training for 
sexy seniors, baby boomers, elders, ladies 
and yes, gents. Family members often ac-
company students. They’re always wel-
come. Classes are Monday and Thursday 
mornings at The Shamrock House, East 
Durham. Pat is also a nationally certi-
fi ed hypnotherapist providing private ses-
sions and readings, talks and programs on 
health-related topics, guided meditation/ 
Qi Gong. Class sizes are limited. Please 
call for availability. Contact Pat at Pelars-
en5@aol.com or 518-275-8686.

Time to lighten up
Body Mind and Spirit... Connections

Pat Larsen

BODY MIND AND SPIRIT

year was going to be at 3.56%, 
or close to $18 million in school 
tax levy amount,” Bennett said. 
“We had some discussion at ear-
lier board meetings to talk about 
keeping the tax levy down around 
2.25% and not going all the way 
up to that 3.56%, again, a number 
that we could work with that we 
felt pretty good about.”

The tax levy increase for the 
2021-22 budget was 1.15%.

School budgets are divided 
into three components — admin-
istrative, capital and program. The 
program component makes up the 
majority of the budget at 74%, 
while 15.85% of the budget goes 
to capital expenses and 10.15% 
goes to administrative costs, 
Maassmann explained.

“Program is the biggest chunk 

of our budget, taking up close to 
74% of the budget. This is every-
thing that includes our programs 
for kids,” Maassmann said. “The 
next biggest part is our capital 
component and fi nally, the admin-
istrative costs, everything from 
contracts to different things within 
the administrative component of 
the budget.”

Many budgeted expenditures 
are predetermined and cannot be 

changed, Bennett pointed out.
“The expenditures that we 

have are really tied around sal-
aries, contracts, tuition bills — 
there is very little there that we can 
actually play with,” Bennett said. 

The $33,697,442 tentative bud-
get represents a 2.47% increase, or 
$811,275, higher than the current 
year’s budget of $32,886,167.

The tax levy went from 
$17,358,979 in the 2021-22 school 

year to $17,749,556 in the tenta-
tive budget, an increase of 2.25%, 
or $390,577.

The next step in the process 
will be the annual budget hearing 
May 3 at 6:30 p.m. at the Green-
ville Middle/High School audi-
torium on Route 81. Then voters 
will have the fi nal say on the ten-
tative budget when they vote May 
17 at the Scott M. Ellis Elementa-
ry School cafeteria from 1-9 p.m.

BUDGET, from page 1

tissues, shave gel, toothbrush, toothpaste 
and socks.

The project is the brainchild of Sons 
of the American Legion member Will 
VonAtzingen, who applied for and was 
awarded a $2,000 grant, which paid for all 
the supplies.

“I wrote a grant from my personal life 
insurance policy,” VonAtzingen said. “The 
money was donated by the Independent Or-
der of Foresters. As a member, I am entitled 
to write up to three $2,000 grants a year for 
community service and involvement.”

VonAtzingen has written several other 
grants for similar types of projects at the lo-
cal schools, and this time around wanted to 
do something specifi cally for veterans.

“After becoming a member of the 
Sons of the American Legion, I got ahold 
of [First Vice Commander and Past Com-
mander] Don Savino and said I wanted to 
do this,” VonAtzingen said. “Everyone on 
the executive board got behind me and we 
ran with it. It was a quick and easy set-up 
and we were done with 288 kits in 15 min-
utes.”

The kits were fully assembled on Satur-
day and were scheduled to be delivered to 
the Albany Stratton VA Medical Center on 
Monday. They will be given out to any vet-
erans who need them, whether long-term 
residents on the hospital’s 9th and 10th 
fl oors, or veterans visiting the hospital for 
medical appointments.

Savino said the hygiene kits will help 
veterans know they have not been forgot-
ten.

“We have many veterans that get lost 
in the shuffl e due to economic reasons 

and trauma that they received back in their 
days of serving our country,” Savino said. 
“Whenever possible, we try to recognize 

and acknowledge what they have done for 
our country.”

Many veterans who go to the VA hos-

pital for medical appointments are home-
bound and a kit with personal care essen-
tials will be a big help to them, Savino said.

“Many of them may be housebound 
and unable to get out, so up at the VA ev-
ery county has a van that transports veter-
ans there for their appointments, and they 
will be given bags when they leave or when 
they enter,” Savino added.

Local residents including high school 
students, auxiliary members and veterans 
themselves assembled the kits in an effi -
cient assembly line that fi nished the project 
in minutes.

“These items are being packaged and 
going up to the vets’ hospital to be given to 
veterans,” volunteer and U.S. Army veteran 
Jack Kelly said. “These are items they can 
always use.”

Richard Amedure, Republican candi-
date for the state Senate seat currently held 
by state Sen. Michelle Hinchey, D-46, was 
among the volunteers helping out. Amed-
ure, a veteran of both the U.S. Army and 
Reserves, said helping veterans is vital.

“This is so important for the community 
— veterans do sacrifi ce their lives,” Amed-
ure said. “My wife and I were dating and I 
went to Germany while I was in the service 
and we managed to keep dating, but we lost 
two years together. It’s a huge sacrifi ce, so 
we need to do everything we can for the 
veterans to give back to them a little bit.”

American Legion Post Past Command-
er and current chaplain Jim Goode said the 
volunteer effort was also an important mes-
sage for the community’s young people.

“Sometimes the younger generation 
doesn’t really see it, but this is a way for 
the American Legion to make sure we as a 
country don’t forget those who paved the 
way for our freedom,” Goode said.

HAND, from page 1

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
A veteran helps assemble hygiene kits at the American Legion Post in Greenville on Saturday.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Some of the hygiene products ready to be put into the kits that will go to veterans who need them.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Fully assembled hygiene kits that were scheduled to be delivered to the 
Albany Stratton VA Medical Center on Monday for distribution to veterans.
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 I wanted to thank everyone within the Ravena / Coeymans / 
Selkirk communities for their continued support over the last 
year. It has been difficult at times but we have managed to get 
through it and provide a helpful community service. We are back 
to regular business hours Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm / Sat 10am - 3pm 
/ Closed on Sundays
 Currently, with the volume of bottles and cans we are only 
taking drop offs - bring in your empties, place them in a designated 
area, we take your name and then give you the earliest time 
frame to come back or any time thereafter to collect your money.
Since opening in July 2018, we have helped raise approximately 
$52,500, which is almost 924,000 bottles/cans for 50 different 
organizations which anyone can donate to.
 We look forward to servicing the community in the future. 
If you have any questions regarding operation, donations or 
fundraisers please reach out....

Shane DeCrescenzo

Just Makes Cents
Bottle & Can Redemption Center

518-577-3084
Justmakescents6@gmail.com

2480 US Route 9W, Faith Plaza, Ravena
518-756-9091 • www.HopeFullLifeCenter.org

Helping Harvest
Grocery store for 
families in need!

SNAP, Credit and 
Debit Cards Now Accepted!

OPEN: MON, TUES, 
THURS, SAT 10-2 • WED, FRI 2-6Serving Greene, Schoharie and Albany Counties

*Single maturity. Annual Percentage Yield is 0.65%. $500 minimum required to earn the stated rate. 
Withdrawals from your account may not be made until the maturity date without redeeming 

the certificate and paying a penalty. Fees may reduce earnings on the account. 
Promotion effective through May 7, 2022. See branch for details.

ANNIVERSARY

ANNIVERSARY

Open yours today
Online or in a Branch!
Special available through

May 7, 2022 only.

Spring Special

19 Month CD at 
0.65% APY*

A great way to earn interest on money that 
you don’t need access to right away!
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petition and put it to a vote,” Rappleyea 
said.

No such petition was submitted to 
the town within the timeframe required 
under the law.

“That did not happen after we made 
the resolution and local law at the last 
meeting of 2021,” Rappleyea said. “By 
Jan. 30 we did not receive a petition, so 
that law opting out became automatical-
ly binding.”

The town still has the option of re-
pealing the local law adopted in Decem-
ber opting out of permitting cannabis 
sales, but a vote on the ballot would not 
be legal.

“If we did put it out to a vote, we 
would be violating New York state law,” 
Rappleyea said. “We would not have 
the authority to do that. It’s a great idea 
and I think it would be great if we could 
have a specific say on a vote from folks, 
whether they want it or not, but the time 
for that has come and gone.”

There are other options to consider, 
town officials said.

Cords said the board was looking into 
having a public meeting with the canna-
bis issue the only item on the agenda to 
gather community input.

“We hear everybody’s opinion, and 
then we decide whether we want to opt 
in or remain opting out,” Cords said.

Local resident Monica Kenny-Keff 
suggested sending out a survey to gather 
as many opinions as possible.

Rappleyea said that would be per-

missible.
“You can gather information, either 

with a mailer or perhaps put out a survey 
on the website so people can access it 
there,” he said.

Kenny-Keff recommended hold-
ing multiple meetings to give as many 
people as possible a chance to partici-
pate. She also wanted to hold off on the 
meeting until New York state issues the 
guidelines governing cannabis business-
es. The state has not finalized many as-
pects of the regulations that would ap-
ply.

“At the last meeting, everyone who 
was here had agreed that it should hap-
pen after New York makes up its mind 
about what the regulations are going to 
be so it would be an information session 
as well as some sort of a vote,” Ken-
ny-Keff said. “My opinion is that you 
will have more informed comments if 
New York state has decided what they 
are going to do, then those people — the 
people of the town — can decide their 
position as well.”

Cords agreed the town does not have 
to make an immediate decision.

“It’s not something we have to do 
right away,” Cords said. “We can wait 
until we have more information, and 
then we can make a more informed de-
cision.”

The New York State Office of Canna-
bis Management is accepting comments 
on the proposed regulations on adult-use 
cannabis through May 31. Regulations 
are expected to be announced after the 
comment period closes.

CANNABIS, from page 1

Brian Hemlock and John Barr of TCI NY join RCS High School 
students on their annual field trip to the “Trail of the Fallen” to 
honor those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice for our nation. 
Located near West Point the students participated in a day-
long team-building exercise with military staff. TCI sponsored 
part of the trip. There is an ever-expanding mound of stones, 
benches, and painted rocks placed in memorial to the lives lost 
during military conflicts. The students decorated four rocks of 
their own and took turns carrying them up to the memorial.
“It is important that we as a country and a community, remember 
and appreciate all of those who have served in the United 
States Armed Forces,” said Mr. Hemlock. “We have both active 
and retired military working at TCI.
Over the years, TCI has developed a strong partnership with 
RCS High School awarding scholarships to RCS High School 
Seniors and providing rewarding paid internship opportunities. 
The company now employs several former interns in good 
paying full-time jobs with benefits.
Lisa Patierne, Principal at RCS, said, “Not every student will go 
onto college. TCI provides students with paid worked based 
learning opportunities that can lead to a promising career.”
“This private-public partnership between TCI and RCS is a 
perfect example of career exploration and readiness that is 
paramount to developing a skilled workforce” states Brian 
Williams, Executive Director of the Capital Region Workforce 
Development Board.
To apply for a job at TCI, please call John Barr at 518-756- 9997. 
For more information, please visit our website at www.tci-ny.com.

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL HOME FOR 60 YEARS!

741 DELAWARE AVENUE, DELMAR, NY 12054

(518) 439-5560
WWW.MEYERSFUNERALHOME.COM

A family owned funeral home, started in 1968 by 
Ben Meyers of Alcove. In recent years taken over by 

his son, Stephen; who lives in Ravena. 

For personal service, flexibility and cost savings on 
your cremation and burial needs. Just 13 miles from 
downtown Ravena. I know people do not like to talk 
to the tax man or funeral director, but if I can be of 

any help at the time of need, please feel free to call.  

Stephen Meyers - Where the name on the sign out 
front matches the guy you talk to.

Burials starting at $2,835
Cremations starting at $995

Make a Bold Statement

Add beauty and value to your outdoor 
space with maintenance-free 

Cultured Stone® veneers. 

For over 50 years, Cultured Stone® has been the 
preferred stone veneer manufacturer among those 

who value aesthetic, efficiency, and precision. 

Visit GNHlumber.com to learn more.

Greenville  |  Windham  |  Latham

Seasonal 
Full & Part-Time Housekeeping

Pine Lake Manor
An All Inclusive Family Vacation Resort

WE’RE HIRING AT

WWW.PINELAKEMANOR.COM

Please Call 518-966-5745
Come Join the Family!!
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The Magic 
Ball Trilogy  
written by Steve Trout, former Yankee player

Buddy the baseball – 
Buddy & Roy, part 8
 

In the last installment, Billy met Roy, who is kind of a bully.
At dinner that night Billy talked about Roy. His parents suggested that 
Billy get to know him by talking with him about baseball and what have 
in common.
“Don’t act like you’re afraid of him,” his mom said.
“What if he gets angry?” asked Billy.
“Just tell him you want to be his friend and you’re a team player. If he 
gets angry just walk away or distract him. He will respect you that you 
are standing up for the others on the team,” his dad said.
“I can try, but the real challenge will be finding out why he’s like that.”
At practice, Billy sat next to Roy as they were putting on their spikes. 
“Hey, Roy, I hope you don’t get upset, but if you want to play with us, 
you’ll have to make some changes in how you treat us guys.”
“Oh, really? I dunno about all that; I’m just trying to do what is best for 
me.”
“Yeah, that’s great, but we are a team, and we all have to get along. I 
have an idea of what might good to do,” said Billy.
“Oh, yeah? What is that?”
“I have this special ball I named Buddy. He has some magical powers. 
Really, trust me.
“You think I’m a fool?” Roy asked.
“No way. Just play catch with him.”
To Billy’s surprise Roy wasn’t angry, but just the opposite. He didn’t say 
much, but nodded his head that he’d give it a chance.
When Roy got home, he asked his younger brother Jimmy to play catch 
with him. Jimmy had stopped playing catch with Roy because Roy 
would say things that hurt his feelings. But this time he agreed. “Hey, 

Roy, I have a better ball than this old one. Let 
me get it.”
“No, I have to use this ball. My teammate 
gave it to me.”
Just then Jimmy threw the ball over Roy’s 

head. He expected Roy to 
say something mean, but 
he didn’t. He was ready for 
Roy to burn it back to him, 
throwing it much harder than 
he needed to do for a game 
of catch. But instead, Roy took a 
deep breath and tossed Buddy slowly and right to 
Jimmy’s glove.
“Good job. Keep being nice,” Buddy told him.
Jimmy asked: “How are things with the team? Are you making some 
friends?”
“Jimmy, do you think I’m difficult to be with? Do I act mean 
sometimes?”
“I’m glad you asked. You’ve never asked before. Yes, Roy, I never want 
to play catch with you or any game. I love playing Battleships, but the 
time that you tossed the board on the ground, I gave up wanting to 
play with you. Whatever we did, you were always mean.”
“Dad told me to try and see that the things I do are not good for me 
and I need to take time before I say or do things,” Roy said.
Jimmy asked, “Hey, you want to watch a Cubs game?”
“Sure, we haven’t done that in a long time,” said Roy.
The next day Jimmy talked to his dad about how he and Roy had 
played catch and watched a Cubs game. He told his dad how surprised 
he was that Roy was nice and how maybe things were changing.
“I’ve noticed a positive change in his attitude,” his dad said. “If he 
doesn’t change, the team will vote him off, and he really needs to 
playing ball. He’s really good if he puts the right energy into it.”
Roy took Buddy with him to school and in the back of the bus two boys 
were yelling at each other. Roy was sitting directly in front of them and 
was getting angry. Then he heard, “Be cool.”
When Roy turned around, the other boys were scared that Roy was 
going to be mean to them. But instead, he said, “C’mon guys. Is that 
really necessary? Let’s try to get along.” They looked at each other in 
amazement.
“Okay, Roy, if you say so,” one of them said.
Normally, Roy would have yelled at them. He looked at Buddy and 
thought to himself, “Maybe there is something to this ball.”

Read the next installment in the next Greenville Pioneer!
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Sunmark Credit Union has an-
nounced two additions to its exec-
utive leadership team as the credit 
union celebrates 85 years of serv-
ing its communities and building 
brighter fi nancial futures.

Paul Kelly has been promoted 
from vice president of Human Re-
sources to chief human resources 
offi cer. In this role, his responsibil-
ities include leading, designing and 
deploying innovative and effective 

human resources services, policies 
and programs that are aligned with 
the credit union’s strategic objec-
tives. Kelly oversees talent acqui-
sition and retention, professional 
development, employee relations, 
performance management, diver-
sity and employment practices, as 
well as organizational development 
activities, compensation and bene-
fi ts administration. 

Prior to joining Sunmark Cred-

it Union in December 2020, Kelly 
served as vice president, people and 
culture, at GlobalSpec. He holds an 
MBA in Human Resources Infor-
mation Systems from the State Uni-
versity of New York at Albany, and 
an undergraduate degree in Electri-
cal Engineering Technology from 
the State University of New York 
Polytechnic Institute.

Johanna Robbins has joined 
Sunmark Credit Union as chief 

fi nancial offi cer. In this role, she 
is responsible for developing and 
implementing strategic objectives 
in the areas of fi nance and account-
ing, providing executive leadership, 
strategic vision and business man-
agement to drive overall outcomes 
to achieve growth and success. She 
oversees the accounting, fi nance 
and investment functions, as well 
as leads asset/liability management, 
fi nancial planning and reporting for 

Sunmark Credit Union.  
Robbins holds more than 30 

years of experience in the fi nan-
cial services industry, most recent-
ly serving as senior vice president 
of Finance for CAP COM Federal 
Credit Union. Additionally, she 
serves as chairperson of the Board 
for Junior Achievement of North-
eastern New York. Johanna holds a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Ac-
counting from Le Moyne College.

Sunmark Credit Union announces 
two executive appointments

ALBANY — The New York 
State Department of Agriculture 
and Markets recently announced 
it has issued an order to ban all 
live fowl shows and exhibitions in 
New York state to help prevent the 
spread of highly pathogenic avian 
infl uenza (HPAI) to the state’s poul-
try population. 

The ban would impact local 
events where fowl are shown, such 
as the Greene County Youth Fair, 
the Altamont Fair and others, if the 
ban remains in effect this summer.

Commissioner Richard A. 
Ball issued the order as a result of 
the continuing spread of strains of 
HPAI in the United States, includ-
ing detections in New York state. 
The current outbreak has impacted 
17 states so far and is rapidly ex-
panding nationwide. 

“Avian infl uenza is a very seri-
ous threat to all poultry and breeds 
of fowl, and is continuing to spread 
in the United States,” Ball said. “By 
banning fowl shows and exhibitions 
in New York until further notice, we 
are taking a common-sense step to 
limit the co-mingling of birds to 
slow the spread of this disease in 
New York state and help keep our 
birds safe. Our poultry industry is a 
signifi cant part of New York’s agri-
cultural industry and steps like these 
are our best line of defense against 
the disease.” 

The ban will remain in effect 
until further notice. The department 
is continuing close monitoring of 
HPAI in New York state and plans 
to reassess the Notice of Order in 
late May to determine whether it 
should remain in place through the 
summer fair season. 

As the HPAI outbreak spreads 
in other parts of the United States, 
several additional states have taken 
the step to ban poultry exhibitions 
and/or gatherings of poultry, includ-
ing Arkansas, Iowa and Georgia.

To date, four fl ocks in New York 
have tested positive for HPAI. HPAI 
has also been detected in wild birds, 
including snow geese and wild 
ducks across New York state. The 
Department is working with the 
United States Department of Agri-

culture (USDA) Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service on a joint 
incident response and is also collab-
orating with partners at the Depart-
ment of Health and Department of 
Environmental Conservation. 

Additionally, department offi -
cials are reaching out to poultry and 
egg farms across the state to ensure 
best practices are being implement-
ed and to prepare for potential addi-
tional avian infl uenza cases in New 
York.

According to the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, 
these recent HPAI detections in 
birds do not present an immediate 
public health concern. No human 
cases of these avian infl uenza virus-
es have been detected in the United 
States.  

The detections of HPAI in New 
York prompt reminders for com-
mercial and hobby poultry farmers 
to increase their biosecurity mea-
sures to help prevent the spread of 

the disease, according to the state. 
Poultry owners should keep their 
birds away from wild ducks and 
geese and their droppings. Outdoor 
access for poultry should be limited 
at this time.

Additionally, the department 
encourages all poultry producers, 
from small backyard to large com-
mercial operations, to review their 
biosecurity plans and take precau-
tions to protect their birds. 

Poultry biosecurity materials 
and checklists can be found on the 
USDA’s “Defend the Flock” web-
site. Best practices include:

• Discourage unnecessary vis-
itors and use biosecurity signs to 
warn people not to enter buildings 
without permission.

• Ask all visitors if they have 
had any contact with any birds in 
the past fi ve days.

• Forbid entry to employees and 
visitors who own any kind of fowl.

• Require all visitors to cover 
and disinfect all footwear.

• Lock all entrances to chicken 
houses after hours.

• Avoid non-essential vehicular 
traffi c on-farm.

• After hauling birds to proces-
sors, clean and disinfect poultry 
transport coops and vehicles before 
they return to the farm.

• Report anything unusual, es-
pecially sick or dead birds, to the 
Department of Agriculture and 
Markets.

To report sick birds, unexplained 
high number of deaths, or sudden 
drop in egg production, please con-
tact the department’s Division of 
Animal Industry at 518-457-3502 
or the USDA at 866-536-7593.

State bans fowl shows, exhibits due to avian fl u

COURTESY OF PEXELS    
The state is banning live fowl shows and exhibitions until further notice to prevent the further spread of highly patho-
genic avian influenza.
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By Dr. Billy Holland
For Capital Region Independent Media

In Luke 10:30-37, a certain law-
yer approaches Jesus with a spir-
itual question: “What shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?” 

How fi tting that a legal expert 
would ask Jesus about a subject he 
was trained to understand. 

Jesus points this man and the 
rest of us to the law of heaven: 
“Whoever loves God with all their 
heart, soul, strength and mind, and 
whoever loves their neighbor as 
themselves, will have eternal life.” 

This arrogant attorney was only 
pretending to make sure he under-
stood clearly whom he is obligat-
ed to love, and continued another 
attempt to justify his prejudice: 
“And who is my neighbor?” Jesus 
responds to this second query with 
the story of the Good Samaritan.

The Good Samaritan was obvi-
ously a sensitive and caring person 
who at signifi cant cost to himself, 
stopped to help a wounded strang-
er who had been beaten and robbed 
and was being ignored by everyone 
passing by. 

Making his rescue attempt even 
more remarkable is the fact that he 
was a Samaritan and the man who 
was hurt was his Jewish neighbor. 
You see, traditionally Jews and Sa-
maritans despised each other. 

It’s true the Samaritan is the hero 
of the story and a model of Biblical 
compassion, but his actions should 
not be seen as extraordinary. This 
is the standard attitude of Christian 
love that God expects or more accu-
rately He demands from all of His 
followers as a normal lifestyle. 

Some of the villains in this 

true account are surprisingly the 
religious leaders who turned their 
heads and their hearts away and 
acted as if they did not see the cri-
sis. It’s easy to heap scorn on such 
callous disregard, but there is also 
a good chance we may have fared 
no better. These respected fi gures 
within the community might have 
felt pity for the victim and may have 
even said a silent prayer for him as 
they passed by, however, refusing to 
become involved was sadly based 
on racial bigotry and political cor-
rectness.

We have also driven past those 
who hold signs begging for help, 
which leaves us with countless 
opinions. We’ve heard stories about 
those who are professional scam-
mers and how they play on people’s 
emotions. There are always reasons 
and excuses why we do not pick 
up hitchhikers or help those who 
sleep under bridges and mostly it’s 
because we would rather not be in-
volved. 

We know it’s critical to use our 
spiritual discernment, but should 
we try to help everyone? We can 
imagine what the people in our sto-
ry were thinking, for example, “I’m 
not comfortable or trained to treat 
wounds, and I’m afraid he might 
have a disease.” “What if he dies, I 
will be blamed.” 

Maybe they justifi ed their deci-
sion with the idea they should not 
be expected to be responsible for 
everyone else’s problems. Others 
might have been suspicious this 
person was a criminal and deserved 
what happened and this was his 
punishment. Or maybe they were 
just really busy that day or were 
late for a lunch date or an important 

meeting. Whatever reasons these 
individuals deemed it either too 
costly or insignifi cant, Jesus con-
demns them. To love their neighbor 
at that moment required stopping 
what they were focused on and de-
ciding to do what was right.

Jesus continues to teach these 
spiritual principles as He declares in 
Matthew chapter 25, that whatever 
we refuse to do for others, we are 
also ignoring to consider Him. This 
includes our love. 

So, how crucial is it to be sensi-
tive to the voice of the Holy Spirit 
and be ready to serve? The people 
in this Matthew passage are sent 
into eternal damnation because they 
failed to care for those in need

Remember the rich man and 
Lazarus. Romans chapter 12 speaks 
directly to believers about the prac-
tical and often painful ministry of 
being a living sacrifi ce. This means 
we should be prepared to act when 
a divine appointment presents itself 
as having a higher level of spiritu-
al discernment is why we talk so 
much about walking in the aware-
ness of God’s presence. 

Being sympathetic is not enough 
as James says in 2:15-16, “If a 
brother or sister is poorly clothed 
and lacking in daily food, and one 
of you says to them, go in peace, be 
warmed and fi lled, without giving 
them the things needed for the body, 
what good is that?” 

How is feeling sorry for some-
one helping anything? Until our 
minds are renewed to resist our car-
nal selfi sh nature, we will never be 
like Jesus.

Read more about the Christian 
life at billyhollandministries.com.

Making the effort to do what is right
Living on Purpose

Because you care! 
Sometimes, things don’t always work out at home for a child.     
New  York’s Office of Children and Family Services estimates that 130,000 

children around the state live with a grandparent, an aunt or uncle, or other 
family member. Some even live with close family friends. When a family member 
or close family friend assumes the responsibility of caring for a child, that’s called 
Kinship Care.        

Perhaps you are a kinship care provider, or know someone who is. If you are, 
you do it for all the right reasons. Because you care.  But there’s good news.    
St. Catherine’s Center for Children has launched a new program to support    
kinship caregivers in Albany, Schenectady, Greene and Ulster Counties. The     
program connects caregivers like you to a variety of community and public     
support services, providing you with the tools you need to succeed. Want to learn 
more? Call us at the number below, or email kinshipcare@st-cath.org 

St. Catherine’s Center for Children 
40 North Main Avenue, Albany, NY 12203 

www.st-cath.org  •  518-453-6700

St-Cath_Kinship Care_6-21_Layout 1  6/30/2021  2:37 PM  Page 1



18	 	 													The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  April 22, 2022

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear 
from you. Send information about up-
coming events and news to news@

greenvillepioneer.com. 

(We need to have announcements 
at least two weeks in advance.)

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!

By Thomas Christopher 
For Capital Region Independent 
Media

When I was learning to gar-
den (admittedly, a long time 
ago), any insect that we found 
in our garden was viewed as a 
threat. 

We might give a pass to bees, 
although we worried about their 
potential to sting. Likewise, we 
might take the time to identify 
the intruder’s species before we 
reached for the sprays. Howev-
er, judging from what passed 
as pest control then – so-called 
“broad spectrum” insecticides 
that killed indiscriminately — 
the general attitude was clearly 
that a garden devoid of insects 
was best.

Unfortunately, that attitude 
still persists in much of com-
mercial horticulture. We still 
see a reliance by nursery grow-
ers and many commercial land-
scape maintenance crews on ne-
onicotinoid insecticides, nerve 
toxins that are absorbed by 
plant roots and turn the whole 
plant toxic to virtually any crea-
ture that may feed on its leaves, 
nectar or even pollen. 

Recently, though, I spoke to 
a person who is working hard to 
change attitudes toward insects, 
horticulturist Jessica Walliser. 

Walliser confesses to a fas-
cination with “bugs,” a popular 
term for insects in general that 
can be a misnomer as, scientif-
ically speaking, only one or-
der of insects qualifies for this 
name. Had Walliser delved into 
insects earlier in her career, she 
told me, she might have focused 
on them and become an ento-
mologist rather than pursuing 
horticulture. 

Recently, Walliser has pub-
lished an updated and revised 
edition of her award-winning 
book whose title bespeaks her 
enthusiasm: “Attracting Benefi-

cial Bugs to Your Garden.” The 
subtitle indicates the pay-off: 
“A Natural Approach to Pest 
Control.” 

To put things in perspective, 
Walliser notes in the first chap-
ter that just 1% of the insects we 
come across in the course of our 
lives are harmful to our plants 
or us and our pets. The over-
whelming majority (99%) are 
benign or actively beneficial to 
our landscapes, providing such 
services as pollinating flowers 
or preying on the insects that 
want to eat our plants. 

Of course, all species, in-
cluding the plant-eaters, have 
an essential role to play eco-
logically. If you want your gar-
den to function in a healthy and 
sustainable manner, you have 
to host all of them. The key, 
according to Walliser, is to ar-
range your garden so that it at-

tracts and retains abundant pop-
ulations of the insects that prey 
on the plant-eating ones so their 
damage is minimized.

This means avoiding, for 
the most part, the use of in-
secticides. These are largely 
counterproductive, Walliser 
explained to me. To the extent 
that they kill the plant eaters, 
they rob the predatory insects 
of their prey and, if the toxins 
don’t kill the predators, too, 
they rob them of their incentive 
to remain in your garden.

Instead, make sure to pro-
vide all the resources the pred-
ators need, to keep them abun-
dant in your landscape. Because 
most of the predators also feed 
on nectars and pollen at some 
point in their life cycle, plant-
ing appropriate flowers is es-
sential. Walliser includes an in-
depth gallery of such plants in 

her book, with each entry fea-
turing information about what 
beneficial insects that particular 
species of flower supports.

An essential characteristic 
for the gardener who pursues 
this path, according to Wallis-
er, is patience. That’s because 
typically when a plant-eating 
insect population increases – if 
your roses experience a plague 
of aphids, for example – it takes 
time for the population of their 
predators to increase to a cor-
responding level and beat back 
the pests.

Once a natural balance 
among the insects has been es-
tablished in your garden, the 
need for the gardener’s interfer-
ence should become minimal. 
Although, Walliser adds, this 
rule applies only to native in-
sects. Invasive insects that have 
been introduced from abroad 

such as Japanese beetles or em-
erald ash borers have no preda-
tors in North America that have 
evolved to prey on them, so 
these invasives can proliferate 
without control. 

For these, Walliser recom-
mended to me the use of biocon-
trols, organisms that prey on the 
introduced pests in their native 
lands. Such biocontrol organ-
isms must be carefully and ex-
tensively screened to make sure 
that they won’t also prey on na-
tive North American insects. If 
managed properly, though, they 
can be quite effective and make 
resorting to insecticides unnec-
essary. For example, I myself 
introduced milky spore, a dis-
ease of Japanese beetle grubs, 
into my Berkshire garden and 
found that an outbreak of those 
pests was reduced to virtually 
nothing.

To learn more about Jes-
sica Walliser’s work and her 
book, “Attracting Beneficial 
Bugs to Your Garden,” lis-
ten to our conversation on the 
Berkshire Botanical Garden’s 
“Growing Greener” podcast 
at https://www.thomaschris-
tophergardens.com/podcasts/
a t t r a c t i n g - b e n e f i c i a l - i n -
sects-to-your-garden.

Be-a-Better-Gardener is a 
community service of Berkshire 
Botanical Garden in Stock-
bridge. Thomas Christopher is 
a volunteer at the garden and 
is the author/co-author of more 
than a dozen books. He is the 
2021 Garden Club of America’s 
National Medalist for Litera-
ture. His companion broadcast, 
Growing Greener, streams on 
WESUFM.org, Pacifica Ra-
dio and NPR and is available 
at thomaschristophergardens.
com/podcast.

Attracting benefi cial bugs to your garden

COURTESY OF PIXABAY
Green lacewings are a favorite of horticulturist and author Jessica Walliser. Their larva are predators of garden pests 
including aphids, whiteflies and thrips. 

Be A Better Gardener

The Greenville Pioneer • Friday, January 17, 2020                                                                                                           13  

GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/

Real, Reputable, 
Trusted. Your News 
Media.

www.newsmediaalliance.org 

THIS PUBLICATION 
SUPPORTS REAL 
NEWS.

THE PUBLIC NEEDS THE TRUTH;
NOT SOCIAL MEDIA HEADLINES & FAKE NEWS.

#SupportRealNews
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By Russell Gloor
For Capital Region Independent Media

Dear Rusty: Would you please 
advise on my wife and my Social 
Security planning?

I’m 69 and two months, my wife 
is 66 and two months, so we both 
hit full retirement age. We both plan 
on starting to take SS next month. 
My benefi t would be about $3,300 
per month, and my wife’s benefi t 
would be about $1,900 per month. 

Spousal benefi ts confuse me. 
Should I start Social Security now 
so my wife can get a spousal benefi t 
from me? Is that even possible? Or 
is it better for each of us to get our 
own? 

Signed: Uncertain 
Dear Uncertain: From what 

you’ve shared, it doesn’t appear that 
your wife will be entitled to a spou-

sal benefi t because her own benefi t 
at her full retirement age (FRA) is 
more than half of your FRA benefi t 
amount. 

If your age 69 benefi t is about 
$3,300, then your FRA (age 66) ben-
efi t amount was about $2,660. Half 
of your FRA amount, or $1,330, is 
less than your wife’s FRA amount 
of $1,900, so no spousal benefi t will 
be available to your wife.  

In your specifi c circumstance, 
both you and your wife should 
consider your individual objectives 
in deciding when to claim Social 
Security. If you plan to claim next 
month at age 69, you will get a 
benefi t that has increased by about 
26% due to the Delayed Retirement 
Credits (DRCs) you’ve earned 
since you reached your FRA of 66. 
Claiming at her FRA, your wife 
will get the full SS retirement ben-

efi t she has earned from a lifetime 
of working. 

Although your current strategy 
is a good one, because you were 
born before 1954 and haven’t yet 
fi led you have another option. If 
your wife claims her SS fi rst, you 
will be eligible to fi le a “Restricted 
Application for Spousal Benefi ts 
Only.” You could use the restricted 
application to collect a spouse ben-
efi t from your wife (half of her FRA 
benefi t amount) while allowing 
your personal benefi t to grow for 
another nine months to maximum 
at age 70. 

If fi nancially feasible and your 
longevity suggests, both you and 
your wife might consider waiting 
even longer to get a higher benefi t, 
but that is a personal choice that you 
each need to make. 

Claiming now at age 69 will 

reduce your payment by about 6% 
from your age 70 maximum. Since 
your wife isn’t eligible for a spouse 
benefi t but has reached her FRA, 
she might also consider delaying 
a bit longer if her fi nancial needs 
and her estimated longevity suggest 
that is wise. Like you, she can delay 
claiming until she is 70 when her 
benefi t would reach its maximum 
(about 30% more than it is now). 

If you’d like to get a personal 
estimate of your life expectancy, I 
suggest using this link: https://so-
cialsecurityreport.org/tools/life-ex-
pectancy-calculator/. The reason 
life expectancy is important is this: 
if you live at least to “average” life 
expectancy, you’ll collect more 
in cumulative lifetime benefi ts by 
waiting longer and maximizing 
your SS benefi t. 

According to Social Security, 

“average” life expectancy is about 
84 years for a man and 87 years for 
a woman in good health in their 60s. 
But using the tool above to estimate 
your personal longevity should fur-
ther assist with making your claim-
ing decision. 

This article is intended for infor-
mation purposes only and does not 
represent legal or fi nancial guid-
ance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social Security 
Association (NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affi liated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory) or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. 

Help with Social Security planning
Social Security Matters

Youth turkey 
season this weekend

SYRACUSE — The second annual Na-
tional Historic Marker Day will take place 
on Friday, April 29, and volunteers across the 
country are invited to participate. 

The nationwide event encourages individ-
uals and groups of all sizes to help maintain 
their community’s historic markers and cele-
brate local history. 

This fun and family-friendly event was 
created by the William G. Pomeroy Foun-
dation, a philanthropic organization based 
in Syracuse, that provides grants for historic 
roadside markers and plaques. 

According to The Historical Marker Da-
tabase, more than 157,000 markers are in-

stalled throughout the United States. Historic 
markers not only commemorate and preserve 
history, but also help to educate the public, en-
courage pride of place, promote tourism and 
generate economic benefi ts.

However, markers must be regularly 
cleaned, and many have not received care for 
years. National Historic Marker Day provides 
an opportunity for individuals and groups to 
beautify their communities while bringing 
greater attention to local history.

“We’ve all seen that historic marker that’s 
been through a rough winter or experienced 
years of neglect,” said Bill Pomeroy, found-
er and trustee of the Pomeroy Foundation. 

“National Historic Marker Day is the perfect 
opportunity to make a difference through 
a small gesture of community service. It’s 
about getting outdoors and having fun while 
celebrating your important local history.”

All are welcome to participate in Nation-
al Historic Marker Day, including families 
and friends, civic organizations, schools and 
youth groups. Participants are encouraged to 
share photos of their marker cleaning efforts 
on social media using #NationalHistoric-
MarkerDay. Photos can also be emailed to 
info@wgpfoundation.org.

In 2022, National Historic Marker Day 
received an offi cial designation from the Na-

tional Day Calendar, reaffi rming the public 
recognition that past, current and future vol-
unteers so well deserve, while enhancing the 
national exposure for this wonderful commu-
nity service event. 

Those who would like to participate in the 
event are encouraged to register as volunteers 
via the Pomeroy Foundation website. To learn 
more, receive updates, and access the clean-
ing guide, visit: https://www.wgpfoundation.
org/national-historic-marker-day/. 

For a list of marker locations, visit: https://
www.wgpfoundation.org/history/map/ or 
https://www.hmdb.org/

Volunteers sought for National Historic Marker Day

New York state offers several 
youth hunting opportunities to al-
low young hunters time afi eld with 
experienced adult hunters outside 
of the regular hunting seasons. 

As a result, they gain the nec-
essary knowledge and skills to be-
come safe and responsible mem-
bers of the hunting community. 
This spring, the youth turkey hunt 
is April 23-24.

If you’re an experienced, li-
censed hunter, please consider tak-
ing a youth out! The youth season is 
open throughout upstate New York. 
Several non-profi t groups sponsor 
specifi c events, and we encourage 
experienced hunters to reach out 
and take a kid hunting.

Other details of the youth turkey 
hunting weekend are as follows:

    • Eligible hunters are youth 
12, 13, 14 or 15 years of age, hold-
ing a hunting license and a turkey 
permit.

    • All youth hunters must be 
accompanied by an adult, as re-
quired by law for a junior hunter. 

    • Youth 12 or 13 years of age 
must be accompanied by a par-
ent, legal guardian or person over 
21 years of age, with written per-
mission from their parent or legal 

guardian.
    • Youth 14 or 15 years of age 

must be accompanied by a par-
ent, legal guardian or person over 
18 years of age, with written per-
mission from their parent or legal 
guardian.

    • The accompanying adult 
must have a current hunting license 
and turkey permit. S/he may assist 
the youth hunter (including calling), 
but may not carry a fi rearm, bow or 
crossbow, or kill or attempt to kill a 
wild turkey during the youth hunt. 
Crossbows may not be used by 
licensees who are under 14 years 
of age.

    • The youth turkey hunt is 
open in all of upstate New York 
(north of the Bronx-Westchester 
County boundary) and Suffolk 
County. Shooting hours are from a 
half-hour before sunrise to noon.

The bag limit for the youth hunt 
is one bearded bird. This bird be-
comes part of the youth’s regular 
season bag limit of two bearded 
birds. A second bird may be taken 
in upstate New York (north of the 
Bronx-Westchester County bound-
ary) beginning May 1.

All other wild turkey hunting 
regulations remain in effect.

Crossroads Ford
We are locally-owned & operated & our staff is customer-friendly with no 

pressure, so you can make the best decision for your next vehicle purchase.

518-756-4000 • 2351 Rt. 9W Ravena, NY • (Just 10 miles South of Albany)

FORD BRONCO  
SPORT BIG BEND

FORD BRONCO FORD BRONCO FORD BRONCO FORD BRONCO FORD BRONCO FORD BRONCO FORD BRONCO FORD BRONCO 
1 available

FORD EDGE

5 available

FORD F-150
3 available 3 available

FORD RANGER

ALERT!
These
NEW  

VEHICLES  
just landed  
& WON’T  
last long!

2016 NISSAN ROGUE S
AWD 4dr Crossover, 

Power Windows/ Locks/
Mirrors, A/C Climate 

Control, Automatic, AUX 
Input,   94,699 Miles.

$17,245 STK#  U11221T

Work Truck, 4x4, 4dr  
Double Cab, Power 
Windows/Locks, FLEX Fuel, 
4.3L V6, Auto, Bed Liner, 
Tow Package, 89,127 Miles.

$29,995

2016 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 

STK#  U11207T 

$33,990

2.0L I4, Auto., AWD, 
4Dr., SUV, Alloy Wheels, 
Great Tires, Leather Inte-
rior, Pano Moonroof, Full 
Power, 84,021 Miles.
$35,995

2018 VOLVO XC90 MOMENTUM

STK#  U11244T

2020 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT WAGON XLT
4dr, LWB PASSENGER 

Mini Van, Dual  
Sliding Doors, Power 

Windows/Locks/ 
Mirrors, 40,886 Miles.

STK#  U11306T 

11
68
67
_4

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS 

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

COXSACKIE — A steady 
downpour Saturday morning did 
not deter cyclists from racing 
through Coxsackie and Athens in 
the annual Trooper David Brinker-
hoff Memorial Race Series.

The two-day race will continue 
April 23 for its second installment.

Formerly known as the Johnny 
Cake Lane Spring Series, the race 
was renamed in 2007 in honor of 
state Trooper David Brinkerhoff, 
a Coxsackie resident who died in 
the line of duty at age 29 from a 
gunshot wound he sustained in a 
shootout with a suspect April 25, 
2007.

The race is hosted each year 
by the Capital Bicycle Racing 
Club. The memorial race series 
was canceled in 2020 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and was de-
layed until June in 2021 with the 
status of the pandemic in fl ux. The 
event is typically held in April and 
is considered one of the premier 
early-spring racing series in the 
Northeast. It typically draws cy-
clists from all over the East Coast 
and Quebec.

There was steady rain Satur-
day morning on the fi rst day of 
the two-day race, but cyclists still 
hit the course that winds through 
Coxsackie and Athens for several 

12-mile loops.
Field A athletes — the most 

experienced — compete along 
a 62-mile route. Field B cyclists 
complete a 50-mile loop and those 
in Field C cycle for 38 miles.

Female athletes compete in 
Field D, a 38-mile loop. The fi eld 
open to only female athletes was 
created in 2021 for the fi rst time in 
the race series’ history to encour-
age more female entrants.

“Women have sometimes been 
reluctant to race in these races and 
felt they would like to compete 
against each other, so we are try-
ing it out,” race co-organizer Tom 
Gordon from the Capital Bicycle 
Racing Club said in June 2021 
when the all-female fi eld was cre-
ated. “There are a lot of women 
out there who are riding and rid-
ing very well. We are hoping this 
brings more women into racing.”

This year was the second time 
the all-women’s fi eld competed.

The second day of competition 
will take place on Saturday, April 
23, and is open to all. Registra-
tion is required prior to the day of 
the race at www.bikereg.com. No 
race-day registration will be per-
mitted.

The race route includes fl at ar-
eas and hills. Entry fees for adult 
racers is $50. Junior racers pay a 
$10 preregistration fee that will be 
refunded if they start the race.

The starting line is from near 
the Coxsackie-Athens High 
School campus and travels south 
on Johnny Cake Lane and Ad-
ams Road in Coxsackie to Route 
385, where it heads south toward 
Union Street in the village of Ath-
ens. Racers then travel west on 
Union Street to Farm-to-Market 
Road, returning north to the be-
ginning of the route.

Racers complete the 12-mile 
loop in three to fi ve laps, depend-
ing on experience and ability. 

Local roads are not closed for 
the race but traffi c is delayed brief-
ly as competitors pass through. 
Police offi cers and race offi cials 
are stationed along the route at 
busy or fast intersections to ensure 
racers’ safety.

Each year the race donates 
funds to several local charitable 
organizations including the annu-
al David Brinkerhoff Scholarship 
Fund at Coxsackie-Athens High 
School.

Cyclists brave rain in annual Brinkerhoff race

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
A cluster of racers make their way down Route 385 in Coxsackie on the first 
day of the two-day Trooper David Brinkerhoff Memorial Race Series. The 
second day of competition will be April 23.
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