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COVID-19 death toll 
could reach 240,000

See page 9

We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
News about COVID-19 is chang-
ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
ably changed since we sent this 
paper to the printing presses. We 
encourage you, if possible, to 
visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/greenvillepioneer 
where we are sharing breaking 
news, closings and cancelations. 

To our readers,

Thank you, 
The Greenville Pioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―
Everyone is aware by now 
of mandates to practice so-
cial distancing, hand hygiene 
and other ways of preventing 
transmission of the coronavi-
rus, but here’s a possible dan-
ger you may not have thought 
of — spreading the virus 
through your trash.

Trash disposal was deemed 
an “essential” service by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo when he put 
strict regulations in place in 
the battle against COVID-19. 
But waste-disposal experts say 
there are risks if garbage is not 
handled and packaged proper-
ly — and that is a concern for 
them.

In Greenville, the town 
recycling center is open, but 
with limited hours. Town res-
idents needing to dispose of 
trash or recyclables can stop 
by the center from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday and Sat-
urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
the community safe, we ask 
that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Trash is a possible danger when it comes to spreading COVID-19.

Trash can pose 
COVID-19 risk

See TRASH, page 10

Schools 
remain 
closed

By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

GREENVILLE—Schoo l s 
will remain closed statewide 
through mid-April and the state’s 
fi rst temporary hospital was 
completed in New York City on 
Friday as New York remains the 
nation’s epicenter for the novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Schools will now remain 
closed statewide through April 
15. Schools across New York 
were ordered closed March 18 
through April 1 to be reassessed 
every two weeks. The state’s 
waiver was extended for school 
districts to receive state aid with-
out holding physical classes for 
180 days. 

During this time, schools are 
still required to provide continu-
ity of instruction, meals for stu-
dents and information on avail-
able childcare resources

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier,” 
said Greenville Central School 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland. “When the District 
receives additional guidance 
concerning the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, we will be able 
to share more details and answer 
additional questions, including 
those surrounding spring break, 
grading, and other regulatory 
requirements. We recognize the 
diffi culties faced by our students 
and families and ask for patience 
during these unprecedented 
times.”

“Our teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families have done an 
amazing job working together to 
keep our students engaged while 
schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
proposed budget amend-
ment that would cut local 
voices out of the solar per-
mitting process is moving 
forward despite pushback 
from Greene and Columbia 
county officials.

Negotiations are con-
tinuing on the proposed 
changes to siting solar and 
wind energy, known as the 
Accelerated Renewable 
Energy Growth and Com-
munity Benefit Act, said 
Jordan Levine, deputy com-
munications director for the 
energy and environment in 
the office of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“It is impossible to say 

if anything outside the 
normal will get done, but 
renewable energy siting is 
still on the table,” he said.

Since the budget amend-
ment was announced on 
Feb. 21, local officials have 
warned that changing so-
lar siting laws to abolish 
the existing review process 
would violate home rule 
and diminish local author-
ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
Supervisor Rick Hanse.

“We are at the mercy 
of the state whether they 
take it out of the budget, 

and should it pass, the state 
will have complete authori-
ty to override town zoning 
laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
ist.”

Hanse said local offi-
cials have been lobbying 
lawmakers to debate the 
proposed amendment sep-
arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 

the amount of ‘touch’ our drivers have on garbage.”
— CARMEN BARBATO JR., OWNER OF CARMEN BARBATO, INC.

O�  cials are 
concerned that the 
proposed changes 

could accelerate the 
development of solar 
farms across Greene 

and Columbia 
counties, including 

Hecate Energy’s 
proposed 700-acre 

facility in Copake and 
the Flint Mine solar 

project in Coxsackie.
See SOLAR, page 10

Forum eyes utility rights as prices fl uctuate
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — One month after a 
46% increase in the cost of electricity, util-
ity supplier Central Hudson announced the 
price would be dropping in March — by 
the exact same amount.

To make matters more confusing for 
consumers, some in Greene County are re-
porting electricity bills in some cases sev-
eral times their usual amount.

Amid the wildly fl uctuating utility 
prices and skyrocketing bills, state Sen. 
Michelle Hinchey, D-46, was among state 
offi cials hosting a virtual forum outlining 
New Yorkers’ rights with regard to power.

The cost for residential electric sup-
ply dropped 46% this month, from 21.6 
cents per kilowatt-hour in February to 11.6 
cents per kilowatt hour in March, effective 
March 11, Central Hudson announced.

The news is not as good for the cost of 
natural gas supplies, which rose 24% last 
month, from 73.9 cents per hundred cubic 
feet in February to 91.6 cents, effective 
March 1.

The impact of the fl uctuating prices will 
vary for individual customers depending 

on the billing cycle and how much energy 
they use, according to Central Hudson.

Utility costs are expected to remain 
higher than usual throughout 2022 com-
pared to last year due to economic recov-
ery following the pandemic, energy supply 
constraints, energy demands and global 
events, according to the utility company.

In light of rising energy costs — in 
some cases leading to bills two or three 
times higher than normal — state Sen. Mi-
chelle Hinchey, D-46, hosted a virtual fo-
rum March 10, prior to the company’s an-
nouncement that prices had declined again, 
discussing consumers’ utility rights and 
what the state Senate is doing with regard 
to rising energy costs and, in some cases, 
billing errors, which Hinchey called “out-
rageous.”

“This is one that impacts everyone,” 
Hinchey said. “My offi ce has dealt with 
over 180 constituents who have had Cen-
tral Hudson billing issues, 50 of which 
have been just since March 1. We got a call 
today from a family that usually has a bill 
of about $200; they got hit with a $2,000 
bill. This is unacceptable.”

Visit Our Full Service Website Including Instant Chat: www.victordevito.com

Get Your
Rate Now!

Not all Nationwide a�iliated companies are mutual companies and not all Nationwide members are insured by a mutual company. Nationwide is on your wide, and the Nationwide N and Eagler are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. 2015 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. NPR-0784A0(12/15)
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AAA: Falling 
oil prices halt 

surge at the 
pump, for now

See page 6

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — After two years of 
canceled parades due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, Greenville’s St. Patrick’s Day 
parade was a joyful affair with hundreds 
of people marching and lining the parade 
route.

Marchers and floats lined up out-
side St. John’s Roman Catholic Church 
at noon, proceeded down Route 81 and 
turned onto Route 32 as crowds waved 
and cheered. 

It was the first St. Patrick’s Day parade 
since 2019; the event was canceled for 
two consecutive years due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

“Just getting the people back and let-
ting them know that we are still celebrat-
ing Irish heritage, has been wonderful,” 
parade Co-chairperson Betty Hayden 
said. “As long as we still have the Green-
ville Irish American Club, this parade 
will go on.”

See PARADE, page 13

COURTESY OF PEXELS    
Electricity prices are fluctuating and some consumers are claiming errors in their bills. 

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA     
The Greenville Irish American Club hosted the community’s first St. Patrick’s Day parade Saturday since 2019 due to COVID-19 restrictions the last two years.

After 2 year hiatus, St. Patrick’s 
Day parade returns to Greenville

Murder 
suspect 
jailed 

6 months 
after 

indictment

See SUSPECT, page 13

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

CATSKILL — A Cairo man 
charged with murder and assault 
was returned to Greene County 
and processed at the state police 
barracks in Catskill six months 
after his indictment, Public In-
formation Offi cer Trooper Ste-
ven Nevel said March 9.

The suspect, Jeffrey Field, 
33, was hospitalized since Au-
gust following a car crash as 
he was fl eeing police in anoth-
er incident in Saratoga County, 
Nevel said.

Field was indicted Sept. 1 
in Greene County on charges of 
second-degree murder, a class A 
felony, and fi rst-degree assault, 
a class B felony, in connection 
with the Aug. 22 stabbing death 
of Adam White, of Catskill.

Greene County District 
Attorney Joseph Stanzione al-
leged Sept. 1, that after White’s 
death, Field drove to the town of 
Greenfi eld in Saratoga County 
“where he committed additional 
crimes, including two home in-

Jeffrey Field, 33

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Students from Scott M. Ellis Elementary School waved and tossed candy to spectators who lined 
the parade route.
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MARCH 2022
25 - Spring Picture Day at Greenville 
Central School District schools.
26 - Spaghetti-and-meatball dinner 
benefit for firefighter Charles “Charlie” 
Fremgen to help with medical expens-
es due to a cancer diagnosis. Dinner is 
4-7 p.m. at Oak Hill-Durham Volunteer 
Fire Company, 103 CR 22, Oak Hill. Eat-
in or take-out. Cost is $12 donation. To 
call ahead for take-out please call 518-
239-4837.
26 - Quigon class at Cairo Public Li-
brary, 10-11 a.m., 15 Railroad Avenue, 
Cairo. Program can be done sitting or 
standing.
27 - Windham Manor Wedding Expo, all 
day, 1161 County Route 10, Windham. 
Register at www.windhammanor.com/
event-details/guest-registration or call 
518-526-2382 for more information.
29 - Brooks chicken BBQ from 3-6 p.m. 
or until sold out at the Gazebo on the 
corner of Routes 81 and 32 in Green-
ville. Full chicken dinner includes half 
a chicken, baked potato, coleslaw, roll 
and butter for $15. Partial dinner is half 
a chicken for $8. Please bring your own 
take-out bag if you’ll need one. To ben-
efit the Greenville Library and Friends 
of the Greenville Library. 
29 - Gentle Yoga class at Cairo Public 
Library, 9-10 a.m., 15 Railroad Avenue, 
Cairo. Program is currently running 
virtually, please call the library at 518-
622-9864 to register and get the link.

APRIL 2022
2 - Quigon class at Cairo Public Library, 
10-11 a.m., 15 Railroad Avenue, Cairo. 
Program can be done sitting or stand-
ing.
4 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at 
Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
4 - Sunday Salon: Cole Fellows’ Re-
search Presentations, 2 p.m. at Thomas 

Cole’s New Studio, 218 Spring Street, 
Catskill. Admission is free with sug-
gested donation of $12. All visitors 
must provide proof of vaccination and 
wear a face covering indoors.
4 - Greenville Central School District 
PTSA meeting, 6-7 p.m., at Greenville 
Middle/High School, 4976 Route 81, 
Greenville.
5 - Durham Town Board workshop 
meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
6 - Greenville Town Planning Board 
meeting, 7 p.m., at Pioneer Building, 
11159 Route 32, Greenville.
6 - Greenville Golden Years Club month-
ly meeting, 1 p.m., at American Legion 
Building, 54 Maple Avenue, Greenville. 
All seniors are welcome.
6 - Greene County Economic Devel-
opment Corp. meeting, 4-5 p.m., at 
Greene County Office Building, Room 
427, 411 Main Street, Catskill. Also 
available live on YouTube.
7 - Cairo Planning Board meeting, 
7 p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
9 - Program: “Plants for Birds: Creat-
ing a Year-Round Garden Habitat,” free 
webinar by Mountain Top Arboretum. 
Register at mtarboretum.org/events.
18 - Greenville Town Council meet-
ing, 7 p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 
Route 32, Greenville.
19 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., 7309 Route 81, East Durham.
20 - Cairo Town Board workshop meet-
ing, 7 p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.

MAY 2022
2 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at 
Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
3 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., 7309 Route 81, East Durham.
4 - Greenville Town Planning Board 
meeting, 7 p.m., at Pioneer Building, 

11159 Route 32, Greenville.
5 - Cairo Planning Board meeting, 
7 p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
7 - 15th Annual Rip Van Winkle Wine, 
Brew and Beverage Festival, 11:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., at The Historic Catskill Point, 
1 Main Street, Catskill. Tickets can be 
purchased at the door for $25 or online 
through Eventbrite.com. Event will be 
held rain or shine.
14-15 - Friends of Purling Yard Sale, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., at Shinglekill Falls Bed 
and Breakfast, 508 Mountain Avenue, 
Purling. Participants will donate mon-
ey to help fund community gardening 
projects such as the Mountain Avenue 
Bridge and the Welcome to Purling 
sign.
16 - Greenville Town Council meet-
ing, 7 p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 
Route 32, Greenville.
17 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., 7309 Route 81, East Durham.
18 - Cairo Town Board workshop meet-
ing, 7 p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
18 - Cairo Rabies Clinic, 5-7 p.m., Ange-
lo Canna Town Park, Cairo.
21 - Spring Fling Flea Market, 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m., at TGM American Legion Post 
187, 94 Second Street, Athens. Setup 
for vendors begins at 7:30 a.m. Vendor 
applications are available on Facebook 
page or at the Post. Indoor spaces are 
6’x8’ for $25; outdoor spaces are 10’x10’ 
for $35. Proceeds will go towards the 
Post’s kitchen renovation project.
28-29 - 44th Annual East Durham Irish 
Festival, 2267 Route 145, East Durham. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, 
well-rounded work force and manage-

ment team to always perform at the 
highest levels of safety 

and professionalism. We deliver 
service by maintaining a reputation 
where our unquestionable Values of 

honesty and integrity drive our actions 
on and o�  the job.
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

Route 23  |  Hudson, NY  |  518-828-4181  |  SUNYcgcc.edu  |  
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Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

To have your organiza-
tion’s events added to our 

calendar, please enter them 
online at www.greenvillepi-

oneer.com
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.

Better TV 
Our Promise to You

O�er expires 7/15/20. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Smart HD DVR included.

AMERICA’S TOP 120

Great entertainment 
with a local touch.

190 $5999/mo.
Channels

HI-TECH ADVISERS
(888) 729-4907

Document Ref: IQM9L-BLADW-UE84B-PAVJK Page 5 of 5

To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.

Better TV 
Our Promise to You

O�er expires 7/15/20. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Smart HD DVR included.

AMERICA’S TOP 120

Great entertainment 
with a local touch.

190 $5999/mo.
Channels

HI-TECH ADVISERS
(888) 729-4907

Document Ref: IQM9L-BLADW-UE84B-PAVJK Page 5 of 5

To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.
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GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

For over 30 years, the Carver Com-
pany’s Core Competencies consist of 

General & Marine Construction, Sand 
and Gravel Mining, Property Manage-

ment, Port, Stevedoring, Terminal & 
Warehouse Management, Maritime 

and Logistics, and Tug and Barge 
Marine Towing. 

NEW YORK – New York At-
torney General Letitia James has 
provided warnings and tips to New 
Yorkers who are seeking ways to 
support the Ukrainian people amid 
the ongoing confl ict.

The Offi ce of the Attorney Gen-
eral (OAG) warns people should be 
wary of sham charities attempting 
to take advantage of this humanitar-
ian crisis and ensure they are giving 
to credible organizations. 

“At a time of great chaos, con-
fusion and destruction, it is imper-
ative that New Yorkers be on alert 
for potential risks to when donating 
to charitable causes,” James said. 
“Many New Yorkers are eager to 
do their part to help the Ukrainian 
people, but scammers often take 
advantage of crises to exploit our 
generosity and compassion. We 
will continue to do all that we can 
to support Ukraine, and I encourage 
anyone who has experienced any 
issues to contact my offi ce.” 

CHARITABLE GIVING
New Yorkers seeking to donate 

to charities should take the steps be-
low before donating over the phone, 
through mail, or online to ensure 
that their contributions reach the 
causes they intend to support. Im-
portant tips to keep in mind include: 

•  Solicited by email? Find out 
who is soliciting. If you receive a 
solicitation by email, fi nd out who 
is behind that email address. Con-
tact the charity whose name is in 
the email or visit its website to fi nd 
out if the email is really from the 
charity. Do not give personal infor-
mation or your credit card number 
in response to an email solicitation 
unless you have checked out the 
charity.   

•  Be careful when giving through 
social media or other fundraising 
sites. Before giving through these 
social media or fundraising sites, 
research the identity of the organiz-
er of the fundraising efforts and ask 

the same questions you would of a 
charity. Online platforms that host 
groups and individuals soliciting 
for causes may not thoroughly vet 
those who use their service. Donors 
should only give to campaigns con-
ducted by people whom they know. 
Donors also should take a close 
look at the site’s FAQs and Terms 
and Conditions to see what fees will 
be charged. Also, don’t assume that 
charities recommended on social 
media sites, blogs, or other websites 
have already been vetted. Research 
the charity yourself to confi rm that 
the charity is aware of the campaign 
and has given its approved permis-
sion for the use of its name or logo. 
If available, sign up for updates 
from the campaign organizer to 
keep abreast on how contributions 
to the campaign are being spent.   

•  Check before giving. Donate 
to charities you are familiar with 
and carefully review information 
about the charity before you give. 
Most charities are required to reg-

ister and fi le fi nancial reports with 
OAG’s Charities Bureau if they 
solicit contributions from New 
Yorkers. Check OAG’s website for 
fi nancial reports of charities or ask 
the charity directly for its reports. 

•  Ask how your donation will be 
used. Find out how the charity plans 
to use your donation, including the 
services and individuals your do-
nation will support. Find out more 
than just the cause. Find out what 
organization or entity will receive 
the money and what programs it 
conducts or what services it pro-
vides.   

•  Look into newly formed or-
ganizations carefully. Often, in the 
aftermath of tragedies, new organi-
zations emerge to meet community 
needs. While most of these orga-
nizations are well-intentioned and 
some may provide innovative forms 
of assistance, some may not have 
the experience or infrastructure to 
follow through on their promises, 
and some may turn out to be scams.   

•  Exercise caution before you 
text a contribution. Check the char-
ity’s website or call the charity to 
confi rm it has authorized contribu-
tions to be made via text message.   

•  Don’t give cash. Give direct-
ly to the charity either by check 
made payable to the organization or 
through the charity’s website.   

•  Be careful about personal 
information. Be cautious before 
giving credit card or personal in-
formation over the phone, by text 
message or via the Internet. In all 
cases, make sure you are familiar 
with the organization to which you 
give such information and check to 
see that the fundraising campaign is 
legitimate.   

•  Report suspicious organiza-
tions. If you believe an organization 
is misrepresenting its work, or that 
a fundraising or charitable scam 
is taking place, please contact the 
Charities Bureau at complaints@
ag.ny.gov.

AG: Be cautious in charitable giving amid Ukrainian crisis 
494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com

CAIRO — The Greene County Soil and 
Water Conservation District is now accept-
ing orders for its annual bare root sale.

Each spring, the organization offers a 
variety of bare root evergreen and decid-
uous seedlings and transplants for use in 
conservation planting. These native plants 
are available at a low cost for conservation 

purposes, but also add to the beauty of your 
property, according to the group.

This sale offers a variety of habitat en-
hancement products. Choose from trees, 
shrubs, edible fruit plants and wildfl ower 
seed mixes. Organic compost and fertilizer 
tablets are also available.

The Greene County Soil and Water Con-

servation District pre-orders its inventory 
and orders are fi lled on a fi rst-come, fi rst-
served basis. For the best selection, placing 
your order well in advance of the April 8 
deadline is highly recommended, according 
to the organization.

Orders can be picked up Friday, April 
22, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Saturday, 

April 23, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., at 907 
Greene County Offi ce Building, Cairo, NY 
12413, at the intersection of Mountain Av-
enue and Co. Rd. 80, adjacent to Angelo 
Canna Town Park.

The deadline to place orders is Friday, 
April 8.

Bare root sale begins
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Charges can be amended or 
dismissed.

STATE POLICE
■ Andrew Yonnetti, 29, of 

Hunter, was arrested March 2 at 10 
p.m. in Hunter and charged with 
second-degree obstruction of gov-
ernmental administration, resisting 
arrest and acting in a manner inju-
rious to a child, all class A misde-
meanors. He was issued an appear-
ance ticket.

■ Dylan Pascariello, 28, of 
Norton Hill, was arrested March 
2 at 7:33 p.m. in Greenville and 
charged with second-degree crim-
inal impersonation, a class A mis-
demeanor, and second-degree ag-
gravated unlicensed operation of 
a motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Tommie Parker, 37, of Valat-
ie, was arrested March 5 at 12:07 
a.m. in Athens and charged with 
driving while intoxicated, an un-
classified misdemeanor. He was 
released on his own recognizance.

■ Andrew Taranto, 37, of Jew-
ett, was arrested March 5 at 10:46 
p.m. in Windham and charged with 
driving while intoxicated, an un-
classified misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Vasyl Yosypiv, 44, of Stam-
ford, Connecticut, was arrested 
March 6 at 2:47 a.m. in Hunter and 
charged with driving while intoxi-

cated and aggravated driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified mis-
demeanors. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Noelle Coons, 34, of Jeffer-
son, was arrested March 7 at 7:15 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with two 
counts of seventh-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance, a class A misdemeanor. She 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Jonathan Ecker, 21, of Alba-
ny, was arrested March 7 at 3:41 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with 
fourth-degree grand larceny, a 
class E felony. He was released on 
his own recognizance.

■ Duane Walcott, 21, of East 
Durham, was arrested March 8 at 
3:29 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with third-degree stalking and 
second-degree aggravated harass-
ment, both class A misdemeanors. 
He was released on his own recog-
nizance.

■ Jeffrey Field, 33, of Round 
Top, was arrested March 8 at 9:02 
a.m. in Catskill and charged with 
first-degree assault, a class B fel-
ony, and second-degree murder, 
both class  A felonies. His arrestee 
status was not reported.

■ Brian Gammons, 35, of 
Catskill, was arrested March 9 at 
1:37 a.m. in Cairo and charged 
with aggravated unlicensed opera-
tion of a motor vehicle and driving 
while intoxicated with a previous 
conviction, both class E felonies, 
and use of a vehicle without an 
interlock device, a class A misde-

meanor. He was held.
■ Michaelle Brockett, 55, of 

Ravena, was arrested March 8 
at 6:18 p.m. in Greenville and 
charged with operating a motor 
vehicle with a blood-alchol con-
tent over 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified mis-
demeanors. She was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Michael Russo, 42, of Del-
mar, was arrested March 8 at 10:22 
p.m. in Greenville and charged 
with fourth-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
a class C felony; first-degree crim-
inal use of drug paraphernalia, a 
class D felony; seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class A misdemeanor; 
and third-degree aggravated unli-
censed operation of a motor vehi-
cle, an unclassified misdemeanor. 
He was issued an appearance tick-
et.

■ Danielle Tiletnick, 56, of 
Palenville, was arrested March 11 
at 8:19 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with second-degree criminal con-
tempt, a class A misdemeanor. She 
was released on her own recogni-
zance.

■ Christina Maddox, 42, of 
Rochester, was arrested March 11 
at 11:38 a.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with second-degree intro-
duction of contraband in a prison, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Barry Gray, 52, of Manhat-
tan, was arrested March 11 at 1:50 

p.m. in Coxsackie and charged 
with second-degree introduction 
of contraband in a prison, a class 
A misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Thomas Connolly, 26, of 
Yonkers, was arrested March 12 
at 10:43 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content over 
0.08% and driving while intoxicat-
ed, both unclassified misdemean-
ors. He was issued an appearance 
ticket.

■ Birk Hansen, 25, of Catskill, 
was arrested March 13 at 3:16 a.m. 
in Catskill and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated and aggra-
vated driving while intoxicated, 
both unclassified misdemeanors. 
He was issued an appearance tick-
et.

■ Darell Grosvenor, 28, of 
Coxsackie, was arrested March 
13 at 10:05 p.m. in Catskill and 
charged with fourth-degree crimi-
nal possession of a narcotic drug, a 
class D felony, and second-degree 
aggravated unlicensed operation 
of a motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor. His arrestee status 
was not reported.

■ Dale Dean, 63, of East 
Durham, was arrested March 13 at 
12:35 p.m. in Durham and charged 
with criminal mischief, a class A 
midsemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Michael Rodriguez, 36, of 
Worcester, Massachusetts, was 
arrested March 14 at 1:35 p.m. in 

Cairo and charged with third-de-
gree criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance with intent to sell 
and criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance/narcotics, both 
class B felonies; and seventh-de-
gree criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance, second-degree 
criminal use of drug paraphernalia 
- package and second-degree crim-
inal use of drug pharaphernalia - 
scales, all class A misdemeanors. 
He was released on his own recog-
nizance.

■ Joshua Speed, 38, of Cairo, 
was arrested March 14 at 3:30 p.m. 
in Catskill and charged with four 
counts of petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Lisa Fiordiliso, 26, of Leeds, 
was arrested March 14 at 3:30 p.m. 
in Catskill and charged with four 
counts of petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Rafal Trocha, 55, of Round 
Top, was arrested March 15 at 
12:43 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, a 
class A misdemeanor. He was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Paul White, 38, of Catskill, 
was arrested March 15 at 3:40 
p.m. in Catskill and charged with 
fourth-degree criminal possession 
of a weapon, a class A misde-
meanor, and third-degree criminal 
possession of a weapon, a class D 
feony. He was held.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
5 Palisades Dr. Ste.320  |  Albany, NY 12205

Not all �nancial companies are the same.
Ameriprise �nancial advisors have access to a wide selection of products 

and services including investment products, insurance, brokerage services 
and other solutions to help you meet your needs for education savings, 

protection, estate planning, retirement and more.

RECOGNIZED INDUSTRY LEADER

www.Ameripriseadvisors.com/team/sm-miller-associates/resources
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UNITED
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During these challenging 
times, you can rely on your 
newspaper to provide 
details about any resources 
that may be available 
to assist those who are 
vulnerable and in-need.

Together we help one another.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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Not all �nancial companies are the same.
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UNITED
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times, you can rely on your 
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details about any resources 
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Send us your church listing!
news@greenville

pioneer.com

    
ASBURY UNITED METHODIST 
              CHURCH 
           Rev. Dale Ashby, Pastor
     5830 State Rte. 81, Greenville NY 12083  
                             518-966-4181                                                                                                                                       
        secretary.asburyumcny@gmail.com 

Holy Week Services 
Palm Sunday 9:00 am 

Holy Thursday Communion – 7:00 pm    Good Friday – 7:00 pm 
Easter Sunrise – 6:30 am – Picnic Area or Carney Center 

Easter Breakfast – 7:00-9:00 am – Carney Center 
Easter Communion – 9:00 am - Sanctuary 

All services follow Covid-19 guidelines.  
Services will be live-streamed & also recorded to 

our YouTube channel – asburyumcgreenvilleny each week. 
Important information is posted on our website,  

www.asburyumc-greenvilleny.com and our Facebook 
page, @asburyumc.greenville.ny as it becomes available. 

HUDSON — All adoption fees will be sponsored during the month 
of March at the Columbia-Greene Humane Society/SPCA (CGHS/
SPCA).

In an effort to find forever homes for all the animals at CGHS/
SPCA, the shelter’s adoption fees will be waived for the entire month 
of March. 

Normal adoption fees are $175 for dogs and $75 for cats. The adop-
tion fees will be sponsored by a volunteer of CGHS/SPCA. Currently, 
CGHS/SPCA has a great selection of cats, kittens, dogs, rabbits and 
guinea pigs.

Potential adopters are encouraged to fill out an adoption application 
online to be pre-approved for adoptions at cghs.org. 

For more information, please email the shelter by email at info@
cghs.org or by phone at 518-828-6044 ext. 100.

Free adoptions at 
Humane Society

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Henry is waiting for his chance to be adopted in March, when all adoptions 
at the Columbia-Greene Humane Society will be free.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
This friendly young cutie is looking for his forever home.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Mia is waiting for a new best friend and a home to call her own.
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Jan’s 
Country Cuts

Walk-Ins Welcome
Call for an appointment

(518) 966-8349

4841 NY-81 Greenville, NY
WED - SAT: OPEN 9:30AM-5PM • SUN - TUE: CLOSED

unvaccinated individuals must wear a mask

BOOTH RENTERS CAN APPLY!

Carver Companies fundamental belief has been to provide 
unparalleled service all while maintaining our values of honesty 
and integrity both on land and sea. We pride ourselves on our 
unmatched logistics services and superior products to our 
customers, partners and tenants. We work hard to inspire our 
diverse, well-rounded workforce and management team to always 
perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism.

CONSTRUCTION MARITIME MATERIALS

The Pioneer of Integrative 
Solutions on Land and Sea

HEADQUARTERS: 494 WESTERN TURNPIKE | ALTAMONT, NY |  518.355.6034

WWW.CARVERCOMPANIES.COM

30+ Years
IN THE INDUSTRY

5 Ports
on the East Coast and Canada

2,000+ Pcs
OF EQUIPMENT

NEW YORK – In response 
to President Joe Biden’s an-
nouncement March 8 that the 
United States will ban imports 
of Russian oil, natural gas and 
coal, New York Attorney Letitia 
James warned oil companies and 
gas stations that price gouging is 
illegal and reminded New York-
ers to be on alert for potential 
price gouging of fuel. 

Russia is one of the world’s 
largest producers of energy, and 
as a result of these sanctions, 
New Yorkers should prepare for 
continued market disruptions, 
potentially infl ated prices at the 
pump, and ensure that they know 
their rights. 

New York law prohibits sell-
ers of fuel and other vital and 
necessary goods from charging 

unconscionably excessive pric-
es during an abnormal market 
disruption, including disruptions 
caused by world confl icts. 

New York consumers who 
experience dramatic increases 
in the price of gasoline or fuel 
should report these incidents to 
the Offi ce of the Attorney Gen-
eral (OAG). 

“President Biden is taking 
critical and necessary action to 
hold Russia accountable for this 
unprovoked invasion that has 
claimed thousands of Ukrainian 
lives,” James said. “This new-
est round of sanctions could 
impact New Yorkers, so we are 
reminding companies that price 
gouging is illegal and ensuring 
that consumers take precautions 
to protect themselves and their 

wallets. Anyone who has expe-
rienced issues relating the price 
gouging of fuel should contact 
my offi ce, and we will continue 
to do everything in our power to 
protect consumers.”

When reporting price goug-
ing to OAG, consumers should:

• Report the specifi c increased 
prices, the dates, and places that 
they saw the increased prices, 
and the types of fuel being sold;

•  Provide copies of their sales 
receipts and photos of the adver-
tised prices, if available; and

•  Buy only as much fuel as 
they need and not to stock up 
out of fear of a potential future 
shortage. 

New Yorkers should report 
potential concerns about price 
gouging to OAG. 

State: Report price gouging on fuel after Russian oil ban

34 Hope Plaza, 
West Coxsackie, NY 12192

518-731-4800

TWO LOCATIONS:
4852 Route 81, 

Greenville, NY 12083

518-966-4800

Voted The Best Pharmacy in 
Greene County For Two Years Running.

This award ceremony is put on by Greene County Chamber 
of Commerce and voted on by Greene County residents.

MEDICATION SERVICES
• Prescription Refills and Transfers
• Home Delivery
• Compounding
• Compounding for Pets
• Durable Medical Equipment
• Erectile Dysfunction Medication
• Immunizations
• Medication Adherence
• Medication Synchronization
• Medication Therapy Management
• Prescriptions for Pets
• Supplies for Physician offices

OVER THE COUNTER
• Pain Medication
• Cold and Allergy Medication
• Vitamins and Supplements
• Oral Health Products
• Feminine Hygiene Products
• First Aid Items
• Cosmetics
• School and Office Supplies
• Infant Care
• Hair Care
• Shower and Bath Items
• Sunscreen and Bug Spray

CARDS & GIFTS
• Home Decor
• Greeting Cards
• Special Occasion Items
• Seasonal Gifts
• Kid’s Toys
• Candles
• Gift Cards
• Scarves, Purses and Tote Bags

COXSACKIE – The Nation-
al Bank of Coxsackie has an-
nounced that Thomas H. Signor 
has joined National Bank of 

Coxsackie as its new VP/chief 
risk officer, effective March 2.

Signor is joining the Na-
tional Bank of Coxsackie af-

ter a successful stint at Par-
adigm Capital Management, 
Inc., where he served as the 
chief compliance officer. Prior 
to that, Thomas developed his 
skills as executive vice presi-
dent and chief operating officer 
at the Kinderhook Bank. 

He has established close ties 
with the community, earning 
both his CPA and Series 6 cer-
tification in upstate New York. 
His wealth of knowledge and 
financial expertise will be a key 
asset in the continued economic 
growth of Greene County, ac-
cording to the bank.

Signor is ready to hit the 
ground running.

“I am proud to join the Na-
tional Bank of Coxsackie at this 
exciting time for the bank,” Si-
gnor said. “I look forward to 
assisting in managing risk and 
supporting healthy growth.”

National Bank of Coxsackie 
CEO John A. Balli is excited to 
add more talent to the team as 
well.

“The potential for growth is 
outstanding,” Balli said. “The 
level of experience and poise 
Thomas brings to our team is 
extremely beneficial – I look 
forward to working with such 
a strong team to help serve 
the Capital Region’s financial 
needs.”

National Bank of Coxsackie 
announces new VP/chief risk offi cer

COURTESY OF PEXELS    
With gas prices expected to spike following a U.S. ban on Russian oil im-
ports, the state is asking New Yorkers to report price gouging on fuel.
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
e�ciency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% �nancing to credit quali�ed

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations
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By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Indepen-
dent Media

R E N S S E L A E R -
VILLE — Republican 
Richard Amedure an-
nounced March 8 he 
will challenge Demo-
cratic incumbent state 
Sen. Michelle Hinchey 
to a rematch.

Hinchey defeated 
Amedure by a slim mar-
gin of about 3,000 votes 
in the 2020 election to 
win her fi rst term in the 
46th Senate District. 

With the district’s 
lines redrawn through 
redistricting this year, 
Hinchey’s district is 
being reconfi gured and 
will become the 48th 
Senate District.

The 48th District 
covers all of Greene 
and Ulster counties, and 
parts of Albany and Co-
lumbia counties.

Amedure, an Army 
veteran and retired New 
York state trooper, runs 
a small family farm in 
Rensselaerville, where 
he also served on the town’s planning board.

“The 48th Senate District needs a representative who 
is not only experienced, but is a proven fi ghter,” Amedure 
said. “I have a long history of serving the communities of 
the 48th Senate district, my state and my nation. I have 
always fought for what I believe in throughout my entire 
career, and I will continue to do so in the state Senate.”

Amedure said that if elected, he will work to steer the 
state in a new direction.

“There is no question — our state is moving in the 
wrong direction,” Amedure said. “This district, and our 
state, need a commonsense voice that will help lead New 
York state back in the right direction and stand up against 
the radical, unaffordable policies coming from Albany pol-
iticians.”

Hinchey defeated Amedure the fi rst time around in 
2020 to replace three-term Republican incumbent state 
Sen. George Amedore, who did not run for re-election.

Hinchey campaign spokesperson Alex Elmasri said 
Hinchey pledged she would serve as an advocate for up-
state communities when she fi rst ran for offi ce and has 
done that.

“Two years ago, Michelle Hinchey promised to be a 
strong voice and advocate for upstate New York in the state 
Senate and she’s delivered — providing record funding for 
our schools, expanding broadband access, securing $1 bil-
lion in small business support and elevating the issues that 
matter most to our upstate residents,” Elmasri said. “In-
stead of focusing on politics, Sen. Hinchey remains com-
mitted to what really matters, fi ghting for common sense 
solutions to lower costs and raise wages for people across 
our community. She is looking forward to earning voters’ 
support again this fall.”

The district lines were redrawn this year and the newly 
formed 48th state Senate district leans more heavily Dem-
ocratic than the previous 46th district. 

Voters in the former 46th district cast ballots for Dem-
ocratic President Joe Biden in the 2020 presidential elec-
tion in higher numbers than the new 48th district — with 
52.3% of voters in the former district voting for Biden and 
57.8% of voters in the new 48th district casting ballots for 
the Democrat. 

Similarly, in the former 46th district, 47.7% of voters 
chose former President Donald Trump in the 2020 election, 
while 42.2% did so in the newly formed 48th district.

Amedure 
faces off 
against 

Hinchey, again

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

Local residents are getting 
a slight reprieve in the recent 
spate of rising gas prices at the 
pump, according to AAA.

The price of a barrel of oil 
rose to a high of $123 in the 
days follwing Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine, and as of March 14 
had dipped below $110, leading 
to a steadying of gas prices lo-
cal drivers are paying, accord-
ing to the organization.

It is still unclear how long 
prices will remain steady or if 
another surge is around the cor-
ner.

“It bears reminding that the 
cost of oil accounts for about 
50% of what drivers pay at the 
pump,” AAA spokesman An-
drew Gross said. “This war is 
roiling an already tight global 
market and making it hard to 
determine if we are near a peak 
for pump prices, or if they keep 
grinding higher. It all depends 
on the direction of oil prices.”

Even as the spike in prices 
steadied in mid March, prices in 
New York are still higher than 
many other areas of the country.

New York state gas prices 
are well above the national av-
erage, according to AAA.

The average price of gas-
oline in Greene County was 
$4.445 as of March 14, com-
pared to a statewide average of 
$4.449 and nationwide average 
of $4.325, according to the or-
ganization.

The average gas price in 
neighboring Columbia Coun-
ty was $4.429 and in Albany 
County it was $4.433.

Prices at the pump have 
been soaring the past couple of 
weeks, largely due to the war in 
Ukraine, among other factors. 
Gas prices were higher in ear-
ly March than they have been 
in nearly 14 years, according to 
AAA.

“As the conflict between 
Russia and Ukraine continues, 
crude prices soar, leading to 
higher pump prices in the U.S.,” 
according to a March 7 state-
ment from AAA. “The nation-
al average for a gallon of gas 
is $4.06, a staggering 45 cents 
more than a week ago, 62 cents 
more than a month ago and 
$1.30 more than a year ago.”

“The national average has 
not been this high since July 
2008,” the statement continued.

President Joe Biden an-
nounced the ban on Russian 
oil March 8 in response to the 
country’s invasion of Ukraine.

“This is a step that we’re 
taking to inflict further pain on 
[Russian President Vladimir] 
Putin,” Biden said in remarks 
at the White House on Tuesday. 
“But there will be costs as well 
here in the United States.”

The statewide average price 
for regular gas was $4.449 per 
gallon as of March 14. One 
week before that, the price was 
$4.261, a month ago it was 
$4.680and a year ago it was a 
dollar cheaper at $2.897 per 
gallon, according to AAA.

The price for premium gas 
as of March 14 was reported at 
$4.990, but in many places in 
the Capital Region was above 
$5.

As prices at the pump con-
tinue to rise, Assemblyman 
Chris Tague, R-102, called on 
the state to suspend the state 
gas tax.

“This is a concrete action 
we could take to immediately 
lower prices at the pump for all 
New Yorkers, so let’s suspend 
the gas tax now!” Tague said in 
a social media statement.

On March 8, New York State 
Attorney General Letitia James 
warned oil companies and gas 
stations that price gouging is 
illegal.

Price gouging is charging 
exorbitant prices for necessary 

goods when supplies are limited 
or demand is high.

James issued the warning 
after the president’s announce-
ment of the Russian oil import 
ban Tuesday.

“President Biden is taking 
critical and necessary action to 
hold Russia accountable for this 
unprovoked invasion that has 
claimed thousands of Ukrainian 
lives,” James said. “This new-
est round of sanctions could 
impact New Yorkers, so we are 
reminding companies that price 
gouging is illegal and ensuring 
that consumers take precautions 
to protect themselves and their 
wallets. Anyone who has expe-
rienced issues relating to price 
gouging of fuel should contact 
my office, and we will continue 
to do everything in our power to 
protect consumers.”

New Yorkers are asked to 
report suspected price gouging 
by filing a complaint with the 
Attorney General’s Office at 
ag.ny.gov and include the spe-
cific increase in price, the date, 
place where the price was being 
charged and the type of fuel. 
Consumers filing a complaint 
should also provide copies of 
their sales receipt and a pho-
to of the advertised prices, if 
available.

AAA: Falling oil prices halt 
surge at the pump, for now

SHOUT OUTS!

Shout it out to a family member, 
friend, business or group of people.

Message could be an I love you, congratulations, 
happy birthday, cheer on a team or person.

ADVERTISE ON OUR NEW PAGE

for more information
CALL 413.212.0130

COXSACKIE – The Nation-
al Bank of Coxsackie has part-
nered with the Freehold Vol-
unteer Fire Company, Inc. and 
donated $1,000 to improve their 
fleet of service vehicles. 

Organized in 1945, the Free-
hold Volunteer Fire Company, 
Inc. protects the hamlet of Free-
hold located within the town of 
Greenville. Chief Jim DiPerna 
and other volunteers respond to 
structural, vehicle and wildland 
fires, motor vehicle accidents, 
hazardous condition/material 
calls, good intent/false alarms, 
rescue and service calls. 

The conclusion of a recent 
risk/benefit analysis conducted 
on the company’s firefighting 
activities indicated they needed 
to update their fleet of apparatus 
to provide better traffic control/
highway safety for emergency 
scenes and improve off-road 
firefighting capabilities. 

DiPerna said he is grateful 
for the donation and the im-
provements they can make. 

“Like most things do over 
time, our fire district is chang-
ing,” DiPerna said. “The re-
cent addition of a 32-acre solar 
farm located on Route 32 and 
increased road traffic has indi-
cated to the fire department that 
we needed to update our fleet of 
apparatus to improve off-road 
firefighting capabilities and 
provide better traffic control/
highway safety for emergency 
scenes. Donations such as this 
from The National Bank of Cox-
sackie will allow us to purchase 
a crew cab pickup with service 
body and firefighting skid unit 

without putting any additional 
burden on our taxpayers.”

Greenville Branch Manag-
er Robin Frechette is glad to 
help, saying: “Being heavily in-
volved in what goes on in and 

around Greenville, including 
Freehold, I appreciate working 
for an employer like National 
Bank of Coxsackie who contin-
ues to focus on the local com-
munities and their needs.”

National Bank of Coxsackie 
donates $1,000 to Freehold Fire Co.

•  Dante Savasta, a graduate of the Windham-Ashland-Jewett school 
district, earned dean’s list honors at Alfred State College for the fall 
2021 semester.

•  Michael Lennon, of Round Top, was named to the dean’s list at 
Rochester Institute of Technology for the fall semester. Lennon is in the 
mechanical engineering technology program.

•  Area students named to the fall 2021 dean’s list at SUNY Delhi 
were Madisyn Woods-Heath, of Greenville, who is majoring in archi-
tectural design and building; Kirstyn Peterson, of Cairo, a liberal arts 
and sciences: early childhood education major; and Francesca Mi-
chalek, of Greenville, who is pursuing a degree in nursing.

•  Lydia Mardas and Lenore Mardas, both of Freehold, earned inclu-
sion on the fall dean’s list at Purchase College.

•  Durham resident Rebecca Boyle, a junior at St. Lawrence Univer-
sity who is majoring in neuroscience, is participating in the university’s 
Italy off-campus study abroad program this spring. Boyle is a graduate 
of Cairo-Durham High School.

•  Frank Saladino, of Cairo, enrolled at SUNY Delhi for the spring 
2022 semester and began taking classes in January. Saladino is pursuing 
a degree in nursing.

COLLEGE CORNER

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The National Bank of Coxsackie has donated $1,000 to the Freehold Volun-
teer Fire Co., Inc. Pictured, left to right, are Tucker Lewis, board of directors; 
Robin Frechette, Greenville branch manager for National Bank of Coxsackie; 
and Jim DiPerna, fire chief.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Gas prices have soared to levels not seen in years, but prices appear to have 
leveled off in mid-March, at least for now, according to AAA.

Richard Amedure

State Sen. Michelle Hinchey
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13640 US RT 9W
HANNACROIX, NY
WWW.CA-ALBRIGHT.COM

Fuel Oil with a 30 Mile Delivery Service & Competitive Pricing
OR Switch from Oil to LP/Natural Gas - same day in some cases!

OUR FORMULA FOR SUCCESS IS VERY SIMPLE:
Low Prices + Quality Products + Great Service = Happy Customers

HAPPINESS IS A WARM PUPPY
AND A WARM HEART

518-756-3127

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

DURHAM — Three of the 
fi ve remaining members of the 
Durham Historic Preservation 
Commission resigned their 
posts after the town’s decision 
not to reappoint commission 
chairman Patrick Ciccone.

Ciccone has been an outspo-
ken critic of the controversial 
Bosque housing development 
that would build 12 homes and 
a barn and related facilities in 
the vicinity of Strong Road. The 
site falls within the town’s his-
toric district.

Ciccone said he believes the 
decision not to reappoint him 
was directly tied to a letter from 
the group fi nding that the devel-
opment would have signifi cant 
impacts on the town’s historic 
district. 

“I believe it was purely in 
retaliation for us doing our jobs 
and I think that the three other 
commission members who re-
signed recognized that immedi-
ately,” Ciccone said Monday.

The three commission mem-
bers who stepped down from 
their posts effective March 4 
were Ellen Fried, Rosemary 
O’Brien and Ken Mabey.

“We are dismayed that the 
town board did not make any 
effort to understand the com-
mission’s unanimous fi ndings 
regarding the proposed Bosque 
development and/or to engage 
in dialogue that could have sat-
isfi ed our concerns and paved 
the way for this project to move 
forward with consensus in the 
Cornwallville Historic District,” 
according to the letter submitted 
jointly by Fried, O’Brien and 
Mabey. 

The three commission mem-
bers said the town failed to com-
municate with the group about 
Ciccone’s dismissal.

“We believe contempt for the 
commission was fully exposed 
when its chairperson, a profes-
sional historic preservationist 
with seven years on the com-
mission, was dismissed without 

warning or explanation of any 
kind; and without even some 
minimal communication with 
the fi ve remaining members of 
the commission, either before or 
since the dismissal took place,” 
according to the letter. 

Ciccone has been the com-
mission’s chairman since 2018 
and served as a member since 
early 2016.

At the March 1 meeting of 
the town board, Town Supervi-
sor Shawn Marriott confi rmed 
Ciccone would not be reap-
pointed but declined to discuss 
the issue further.

“I can confi rm that Patrick 
[Ciccone] was not reappointed, 
but we do not discuss personnel 
matters with the public,” Marri-
ott said.

Attorney Jan Perlin chal-
lenged the commission chair-
man’s classifi cation as a town 
employee.

“It’s not a personnel matter 
— he is a member of a public 
commission,” Perlin said at the 
March 1 meeting. “I don’t see 
how it’s a personnel matter.” 

Town attorney Tal Rappleyea 
reiterated Marriott’s statement 
that the commission chairman is 
an employee and personnel mat-
ters cannot be discussed by the 
board in public. 

“It is very much a personnel 
matter. That’s all there is to it,” 
Rappleyea said.

Ciccone said Monday he was 
notifi ed Feb. 27 that he would 
not be reappointed.

“[Marriott] handed me the 

letter, which was undated, say-
ing that I was not being reap-
pointed because I was a hold-
over appointment,” Ciccone 
said. “Whether that is even true, 
I don’t believe for a second that 
that was what it was all about.”

The former commission 
chairman contended he is not a 
town employee. 

“I am an appointed expert, I 
am not an employee,” Ciccone 
said. “I am happy for him to dis-
cuss it in public — he can say he 
didn’t reappoint me because he 
didn’t like what we were doing. 
He is allowed to do that.”

The commission chairman 
and members are unpaid.

The town of Durham is 
unique in that there is a histor-
ic preservation commission, but 

no planning or zoning board — 
the town board oversees those 
matters directly. The commis-
sion was established in 1990 in 
an agreement between the town 
and the state, Ciccone said.

“It’s a certifi ed local gov-
ernment [program] between the 
town of Durham and the state of 
New York,” Ciccone said. 

Certifi ed Local Government 
programs are administered by 
the State Historic Preservation 
Offi ce and allow municipalities 
to partner with the state and fed-
eral governments to identify and 
evaluate community resources 
and protect historic properties, 
according to the state’s Offi ce 
of Parks, Recreation and Histor-
ic Preservation.

“There are reciprocal re-
quirements on both sides, so the 
state is now looking at whether 
the town has violated its CLG 
agreement,” Ciccone said. “It 
is rare for a town the size of 
Durham to have a historic com-
mission — it was a point of 
pride that we did.”

Ciccone said he believes he 
was dismissed because of the 
commission’s determination 
that the Bosque project would 
have signifi cant impacts on the 
community and because of his 
extensive knowledge on the 
issues related to the project, 
which falls within the town’s 
historic district.

“I am a trained historic pres-
ervationist,” he said. “I work 
professionally as a historic pres-
ervationist and as a real estate 
developer. I am deeply familiar 
with the regulatory framework 
of all of this and I think that the 
town’s approach to the law is 
autocratic and improvisatory.”

“The duty of the commission 
is to protect the town’s historic 
resources,” he added. “It would 
be absurd to think that anyone 
part of that would just say OK, 
I am going to stand by blindly 
while the town ignores this. The 
other commission members who 
resigned obviously felt the same 
way.”

Historic commission down to two after resignations

FILE PHOTO    
The Durham town board’s decision not to reappoint Historic Preservation Commission Chairman Patrick Ciccone has 
had a ripple effect, leading to the resignation of three members, leaving two remaining on the commission.
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CDL CLASS B 
DRIVER

FULL TIME WITH BENEFITS
PART TIME FOR WINTER MONTHS

Clean Drivers License • Tank
Hazmat • Airbrake

13640 RT 9W • P.O. BOX 11 • HANNACROIX, NY 12087
PHONE: 518-756-3127 • FAX: 518-756-2900 • WWW.CA-ALBRIGHT.COM

HELP WANTED

TO APPLY:
If you feel that this job could be an excellent fit for you and are 
looking for a company to call home, please direct your resume 
and references to Randy@CA-Albright.com.
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AUTO & 
TIRE SERVICE

Proudly Serving Our Community For Four Generations

518-756-3127
(Fax) 518-756-2900
info@CA-Albright.com 
www.ca-albright.com

GARAGE LOCATION: 

13640 Route 9W 
(Corner of 9W & 144) 

Hannacroix, NY 12087

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm • Saturday: 8am - Noon

• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, 
     Shocks, Transmision, 
     Diagnostics
• Firefi ghters “Thank You” 
     discount — 10% off 
     auto service

Buy 4 Continental
or General Tires

Get FREE Rotation
for ONE YEAR when 
you come in for an 

Oil Change

HEATING 
&  COOLING 

SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-
     effi cient systems can save 
     you up to 30% on your 
     utility bills’
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C 
     & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support 
     unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest 
     Greenest technology 
     available
• Rebates available on 
     select systems
• Both York and Trio have 
     quiet, effi cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency 
     Service
• Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry 
     and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable 
     and courteous drivers
• Clean and Effi cient 
     High-Grade Heating Oil

Formula for success 
is very simple!  

Low Prices + Quality Fuel Oil
+ Great Service = 

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!

Facebook.com/CAAlbrights • Convenient Online Bill Pay
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     Service
• Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry 
     and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable 
     and courteous drivers
• Clean and Effi cient 
     High-Grade Heating Oil

Formula for success 
is very simple!  

Low Prices + Quality Fuel Oil
+ Great Service = 

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!

Facebook.com/CAAlbrights • Convenient Online Bill Pay

AUTO & TIRE SERVICE
• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, Shocks, 
    Transmission, Diagnostics
• Fire� ghters “Thank You” discount — 
   10% o�  auto service

AUTO & 
TIRE SERVICE

Proudly Serving Our Community For Four Generations

518-756-3127
(Fax) 518-756-2900
info@CA-Albright.com 
www.ca-albright.com

GARAGE LOCATION: 

13640 Route 9W 
(Corner of 9W & 144) 

Hannacroix, NY 12087

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm • Saturday: 8am - Noon

• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, 
     Shocks, Transmision, 
     Diagnostics
• Firefi ghters “Thank You” 
     discount — 10% off 
     auto service

Buy 4 Continental
or General Tires

Get FREE Rotation
for ONE YEAR when 
you come in for an 

Oil Change

HEATING 
&  COOLING 

SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-
     effi cient systems can save 
     you up to 30% on your 
     utility bills’
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C 
     & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support 
     unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest 
     Greenest technology 
     available
• Rebates available on 
     select systems
• Both York and Trio have 
     quiet, effi cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency 
     Service
• Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry 
     and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable 
     and courteous drivers
• Clean and Effi cient 
     High-Grade Heating Oil

Formula for success 
is very simple!  

Low Prices + Quality Fuel Oil
+ Great Service = 

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!

Facebook.com/CAAlbrights • Convenient Online Bill Pay

WE ACCEPT

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

Infrared 
FIT Bodywrap®

Benefits can include weight loss, 
cellulite reduction, pain relief, 
relaxation, skin rejuvenation, 

and detoxification!

Tanning
One Month Package

Tanning made 
easy and hassle-free. 

We have both a 
tanning bed and a booth.

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

(518) 731-2559

Salon 255 LTD is a state of the art salon offering a full menu of services 
in a warm and luxurious atmosphere. Our professional, friendly staff 
are trained in the latest trends and are always advancing their 
education. In an industry that is forever changing, it is our priority to 
always provide a superior experience!

With a variety of offerings and services to choose from, we’re sure you 
will be happy working with us. We are looking forward to working with 
you and helping you look fabulous!

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10am-6pm
SATURDAY 9am-2pm

SUNDAY Closed
MONDAY Closed

You look fabulous!
SALON 255 LTD

salon255ltd.com

255 Mansion Street
Coxsackie, NY

Specials

“Journalism keeps you planted in the earth.”

#SupportRealNews

- Ray Bradbury
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
e�ciency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% �nancing to credit quali�ed

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

Cartaway, LLC is located in Glenmont, NY

518-439-0533

Dumpster Rentals Made Easy!
Commercial & Residential

• Construction • Demolition • Roofing • Clean-Out Work

By Garth Bryant
Reprinted with permission from 
Greenville Local History Group

 The new marker will contain 
the following script:

Aaron Burr
1798 — performed legal work
for Major Augustine Prevost
near this site in an offi ce
in home of David Calhoun

Yes, that Aaron Burr. NY Attor-
ney General and US Senator from 
New York. Vice President of the 
United States under Thomas Jeffer-
son. Killer of Alexander Hamilton 
in a duel in Weehawken, NJ on July 
11, 1804.

What was Aaron Burr doing in 
Greenville?

Now that is an interesting sto-
ry and one that is little known in 
Greenville. Near the end of the 
Revolutionary War Burr started a 
very public and scandalous affair 
with Theodosia Prevost. Theodo-
sia was the wife of Jacques Marcus 
Prevost.

Jacques was serving in the Brit-
ish Army in the Caribbean. Before 

Jacques could return home and deal 
with this affront he passed away. 
Had he made it home, perhaps US 
history would have been altered.

Regardless, Burr went on to 
marry the newly widowed Theo-
dosia. This faraway series of events 
would have disastrous effects for 
Greenville’s earliest settlers.

A large part of Greenville had 
been granted to General Augustine 
Prevost and his son Major Augus-
tine Prevost by the King of England 
for their service in the French and 
Indian War. These two British of-
fi cers were Jacques’ brother and 
nephew.

The early settlers moved to 
Greenville in the early 1780’s be-
lieving the Prevosts would lose 
their claim when America became 
an independent nation after the 
Revolution. The settlers had good 
reason to believe this.

New York had passed The New 
York Act of Attainder, or Confi s-
cation Act. The Act states that all 
people who fought against Amer-
ica, supported the Crown, or took 
refuge with the occupying forces 

would forfeit their lands. Many 
New Yorkers loyal to the Crown 
lost their lands.

For this reason, settlers, many of 
them veterans who had fought for 
their country, came to Greenville. 
They came in two distinct groups. 
New Yorkers from Dutchess Coun-
ty settled mainly in the western half 
of Town while Connecticut resi-
dents from the Woodbury area set-
tled mainly east of the Basic Creek.

At that point neither of the Pre-
vosts had ever spent a single day on 
their NY grant. The settlers went 
about the back breaking work of 
clearing the land, building cabins 
and growing enough food to sur-
vive. None of them ever expected to 
see or deal with the Prevosts. They 
were wrong.

The father, General Prevost, re-
turned to England after the Revolu-
tion and died in 1786. His son Major 
Prevost resigned his commission, 
stayed in America, and fought the 
uphill legal battle to try to keep title 
to his tens of thousands of acres of 
prewar land claims. As these claims 
were disallowed one by one, Major 

Prevost faced fi nancial disaster.
At this point Aaron Burr decid-

ed to intervene for his wife’s neph-
ew. He used his political infl uence 
to get Prevost excluded from the 
Confi scation Act. In this way Pre-
vost kept title to his last American 
property, the 7,960 acres in the fu-
ture Town of Greenville. On July 
22, 1786, the State of New York 
confi rmed Prevost’s claim.

For the early settlers, this in-
tervention by Burr was a disaster. 
All these early settlers were now 
in legal limbo. They had already 
spent more than fi ve years improv-
ing their farms and building their 
mills. They would spend the next 
six years waiting for the other shoe 
to drop.

Drop it would, for in 1792 Au-
gustine Prevost arrived in Catskill 
and hired Fitch Lamphere to build 
his home Hush Hush in Greenville. 
In 1798, after all the settlers’ legal 
challenges were disallowed, Burr 
opened an offi ce in Greenville to as-
sist Prevost with the unpleasant task 
of demanding either payment from 
or eviction of all the earliest settlers.

Few if any were able to keep 
their entire claim, some kept a por-
tion, and others couldn’t afford any 
and were forced to leave. These re-
possessed lands were sold to later 
arriving settlers by Prevost.

It is hard to overstate the one 

sidedness of these transactions. 
These simple farmers had to nego-
tiate the best deal they could with 
Burr, a powerful politician who had 
just come in fourth in a run for Pres-
ident of the United States.

This whole incident is a dis-
turbing moment in New York and 
Greenville history. The treatment 
of these early patriots by the Gov-
ernment seems to be a case of NY 
politicians doing a favor for one of 
their own, Burr, at the expense of 
the citizens.

It is not surprising then that up 
till now this whole incident has 
been mostly missing from Green-
ville’s history. Perhaps it was a sto-
ry that everyone preferred to forget. 
But history should not be forgotten, 
but remembered and learned from.

So, we will install the Aaron 
Burr sign and we will remember 
that in the earliest days of Green-
ville one of the most famous people 
in American history used his politi-
cal infl uence to disenfranchise our 
earliest forefathers and enrich his 
own family. Now that’s a lesson 
that is timeless and well worth re-
membering.

For any who would like to read 
a more in-depth study of this story, 
it is included in The Lake Family 
in Greenville, copies of which are 
available at the Vedder Library and 
with the Town Historian.

Greenville history

Greenville to get new historical marker
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

As winter progresses through 
March, whitetail bucks shed their 
antlers as testosterone levels drop 
in response to lengthening days, 
according to the New York State 
Department of Environmental Con-
servation. 

When the snow begins to melt 
in late winter, some hunters and 
antler enthusiasts head out to the 
woods and fields in search of these 
hidden treasures.

Trying to find a shed antler 
among the brush and melting snow 
may seem like trying to find a nee-
dle in a haystack, but with some 
diligence and practice, your efforts 
may be rewarded. 

Winter deer yards are good 
places to start. During bouts of 
extreme cold and snow, deer will 
congregate in lower elevation areas 
with good southern exposure and 
evergreen cover to break the wind. 
Experienced shed hunters scout 
these areas pre-season in hopes of 
increasing their odds. 

Be cautious not to begin search-
ing too early. Deer may still be con-
gregated on their winter ranges and 
susceptible to disturbance, accord-
ing to DEC. 

Shed hunters should also refrain 
from making “antler traps,” which 
are baited devices intended to snag 
an antler as the deer feeds. Not only 
is it illegal to feed deer, but these de-
vices can cause antlers to be pulled 
off prematurely, potentially leading 

to infection and slow death of the 
deer.

Shed hunting can be a fun fam-
ily activity and a rewarding reason 
to get outdoors in the late winter 
and early spring. 

As hunters choose to “Let 

Young Bucks Go and Watch Them 
Grow,” shed hunting can also pro-
vide clues as to what type of bucks 
might be around during next hunt-
ing season, according to DEC. 

Give it a try, you might discover 
your next hobby!

Deer season is over, but the 
hunt for antler sheds is on

COURTESY OF NYS DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION     
Deer hunting season may be over, but the hunt for shed deer antlers is just 
beginning.

By John Grimaldi
For Capital Region Independent Media

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Advance-
ments in medicine are making life better 
and longer for senior citizens. 

 VACCINES
“Over the past two decades, wide-

spread interest in RNA-based technol-
ogies [Ribonucleic acid] for developing 
prophylactic and therapeutic vaccines 
has increased. Interest heightened 
during preclinical and clinical trials, 
which revealed mRNA vaccines provide 
a safe and long-lasting immune response 
in humans,” according to a new report. 

It notes that the covid pandemic 
helped speed up the process of designing 
and producing virus-specific vaccines. 

Think about it. A COVID vaccine 
was developed, produced, approved and 
deployed to combat the deadly disease 
that was upending our world in a year’s 
time. It took researchers some 23 years, 
from 1930 to 1953, to produce the polio 
vaccine. 

The Cleveland Clinic analysis con-
cluded that RNA-Based technology “has 
the potential to be used to eliminate 
some of healthcare’s most challenging 

diseases quickly and efficiently. While 
the technology is not new, COVID-19 
unlocked the power of mRNA vaccines, 
and we are entering a new frontier in 
fighting disease.” PROSTATE CANCER

The older men get, the more likely 
they are to develop prostate cancer. 

The National Institutes of Health 
[NIH] said: “Prostate cancer is the most 
common malignancy among elderly men 
and is the second leading malignancy 
in the Western world. The incidence of 
prostate cancer has steadily increased 
over the last decade.  Between 2000 and 
2050, the number of men over 65 years is 
expected to increase 4-fold worldwide.”  

According to the Cleveland Clinic, 
early detection is the key to successful-
ly dealing with prostate cancer and new 
imaging technology has been developed 
that offers faster, more dependable scan-
ning. It’s called PMSA PET, short for 
prostate-specific membrane antigen po-
sition emission tomography. 

“Experts anticipate the PET-tracer 
procedure will soon become the new 
standard of care for detecting prostate 
cancer metastasis,” according to the 
group.

DIABETES
Finally, about 10% of the U.S. popu-

lation suffers from diabetes. 
For those lucky enough to be diabe-

tes-free and don’t have a friend or family 
member with the disease, here’s how the 
Centers for Disease Control describes 
the disease: “Diabetes is a chronic health 
condition that affects how your body 
turns food into energy. Most people’s 
bodies naturally produce the hormone 
insulin, which helps convert sugars from 
the food we eat into energy that the body 
can use or store for later. When you have 
diabetes, your body either doesn’t make 
insulin or doesn’t use its insulin well, 
causing your blood sugar to rise. High 
blood sugar levels can cause serious 
health problems over time.” 

Dealing with the disease requires 
self-discipline, the ability to stick to a 
specific diet and adherence to a specif-
ic regimen of medical treatment. Most 
people with Type 2 diabetes inject them-
selves with insulin once a day. In some 
cases, they might need two shots a day, 
according to the American Diabetes As-
sociation.  

However, a new drug, Tirzepatide, 
is a once-a-week injectable designed to 

control blood sugar for those suffering 
from type 2 diabetes. According to the 
pharmacists at GoodRx, it’s the first in 
a new class of medications. The drug is 
produced by Eli Lilly, which has high 
hopes that Tirzepatide will achieve FDA 
approval; the drug is currently in phase 
3 clinical trials, the results of which are 
said to have been positive.   

CONCLUSION
The pandemic played havoc with life 

span statistics. Americans were living 
longer and better consistently until the 
COVID outbreak. The life expectancy in 
1946 when the first baby boomers were 
born stood at 64.4 years for men and 
69.4 for women. Seven decades later, in 
2016, men were living to the ripe old age 
of 71-plus years and women were living 
to 81.1 years. 

A recent study conducted by the So-
cial Security Administration reports that 
by 2050 men will live to be 80 years old 
on average and women will live to be 
85-plus, thanks to the miracle of modern 
medicine. 

John Grimaldi is an editorial con-
tributor at the Association of Mature 
American Citizens.

The New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation has announced the start of registration for 
the 2022 DEC Summer Camp season is being postponed 
from Sunday, March 6, as previously announced, to Sun-
day, April 10, at 1 p.m.

In addition, due to current staffing challenges, this 
summer’s camp program offerings have changed. 

Camp Rushford and Pack Forest will open for a sev-
en-week season. DEC may open registrations for Camp 
DeBruce if additional staff become available this spring. 
Camp Colby will remain closed until 2023 to complete 
major renovations to the camp.

Updates and changes can be found on the DEC Sum-
mer Camps webpage, on DEC’s Facebook page, and the 
Summer Camps Facebook page. Campers and camp fam-
ilies can contact EducationCamps@dec.ny.gov with any 
questions.

DEC’s Summer Residential Camps are now hiring 
counselors, lifeguards and cooks for the 2022 season. 
These are great opportunities to be involved in the edu-
cation and enrichment of New York’s youth at locations 
designed to create a lifelong passion for nature and a 
dedication to environmental stewardship. Employment 
at camp begins in mid-June and ends mid-August, and all 
positions include room and board. Visit DEC’s website to 
learn more about the qualifications and opportunities as a 
DEC camps staff member.

Additional information, including plans to limit the 
spread of COVID-19 and other updates about DEC sum-
mer camps, will be provided as it becomes available.

DEC summer 
camp 

registration 
opens April 10

Advances in medicine help seniors live better, longer



The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  March 25, 2022                                                                                        9

Keith W. Valentine, CIC, LUTCF and his team are ready to serve all 
of your insurance needs with more companies, more choices, and 
more experience which all lead to BIG Savings for you!

Take advantage of Valentine Insurance Agency’s a�iliation with 
SAN group and SIAA, the largest alliance of independent Insurance 
Agencies in the Northeast and Continental U.S., with over 3500 
Members across 48 states writing more than $9 Billion in total 
member premiums.

Contact Keith Valentine for a quote!
O�ice 518-943-3489 • Mobile 518-821-8244

KEITH@MYVALENTINEINSURANCE.COM

More Than Great Rates

Trusted Advisors

HOME AUTO BUSINESS LIFE HEALTH

www.myvalentineinsurance.com

Jon T., customer since 2004

I’ve bought property insurance and auto insurance from Valentine Insurance 
Agency for nearly 20 years, and they are simply the BEST. I owned many rental 
properties in Greene County, and renovated several buildings. Valentine not 
only found the appropriate insurance, but gave years of invaluable advice. Their 
knowledge of property and business in the local area helped me tremendously, and 
I have recommended them to everyone. Don’t waste your time using anyone else.

NEW YORK – New York 
Attorney General Letitia James 
kicked off National Consumer 
Protection Week recently by re-
leasing a list of the top 10 con-
sumer fraud complaints received 
by the Offi ce of the Attorney 
General in 2021. James also pro-
vided a variety of tips on how 
consumers can avoid common 
scams.

The top 10 areas cited in con-
sumer complaints were the inter-
net, landlord/tenant, retail sales, 
consumer-related services, au-
tomobiles, credit, utilities, home 
repair/improvement, health clubs 
and furniture/appliances.

“Let this list serve as a warning 
to all New Yorkers to keep their 
guard up against scam artists,” 
James said. “From inaccurate 
turnaround times for COVID-19 
test results to deceitful debt col-
lectors, scammers took advantage 
of these diffi cult times to mis-
lead and deceive New Yorkers. 
My offi ce is committed to root-
ing out fraudsters and protecting 
all New Yorkers, young and old, 
from harm. Consumers have been 
valuable in helping my offi ce 
identify and eradicate fraud, and 
I urge them to remain vigilant and 
follow these tips.”  

James offered various tips to 
protect New Yorkers from future 
scams:

• INTERNET:
Do not use the same password 

for multiple accounts. Cybercrim-
inals use passwords stolen from 
one company for other online ac-
counts. Earlier this year, Attorney 
General James announced that a 
sweeping investigation by her of-
fi ce had identifi ed more than 1.1 
million online accounts compro-
mised in credential stuffi ng cy-
berattacks on just 17 well-known 
companies. New Yorkers can pro-
tect themselves with the follow-
ing safeguards:

1) Never reuse passwords. 
While reusing login information 
may be convenient, it also puts 
consumers at risk. A password 
manager on a phone or computer 
can keep track of passwords, au-
tomatically fi lling them in when 
they log in to a website or an app.

2) Enable two-factor au-
thentication (2FA): 2FA can pro-
vide an extra layer of security by 
requiring anyone logging in to an 
account to provide another cre-
dential, such as a one-time code 
sent by SMS or email. 

3) Check your online ac-
counts regularly for unauthorized 
transactions and immediately 
contact your online service (or 
credit card company, if appropri-
ate) if you see something suspi-
cious.

4) Register with a breach 
notifi cation service that will send 
a notifi cation if an account asso-
ciated with your email or phone 
number has been compromised.

• LANDLORD/TENANT:
Your landlord must return 

your security deposit within 14 
days of you moving out. If your 
landlord takes any money out of 
the security deposit for damages, 
they must provide an itemized re-
ceipt describing the damage and 
its cost. If your landlord doesn’t 
give you this receipt within 14 
days of moving out, then they 
must return your entire security 
deposit, whether there is damage 
or not. If your landlord fails to 
comply, you may be entitled to up 

to twice the amount of the securi-
ty deposit.

If you are having trouble pay-
ing your rent, please contact your 
local Department of Social Ser-
vices. To fi nd offi ces across the 
state, check  https://otda.ny.gov/
workingfamilies/dss.asp. NYC 
residents can call 311 and ask 
about rental assistance programs. 
More resources are available 
here: https://ag.ny.gov/coronavi-
rus/tenants-rights#pay-rent

• RETAIL SALES: 
If you see unconscionably 

excessive prices for at-home 
COVID-19 testing kits or oth-
er goods vital and necessary for 
health, safety and welfare, you 
are encouraged to report it to the 
attorney general’s offi ce immedi-
ately. 

Free COVID-19 testing kits 
are available from the U.S. gov-
ernment at www.covidtests.gov.

• CONSUMER-RELATED 
SERVICES: 

COVID-19 testing facilities 
that advertise test result turn-
around times are required to ac-
curately convey how long it will 
take for consumers to receive 
their test results.

Any consumer who believes 
a lab or other testing facility is 
making misleading statements 
about their turnaround time for 
COVID-19 test results should 
report it to my offi ce immediate-
ly. James’ offi ce has recovered 
over $400,000 in refunds for 
consumers who did not receive 
their COVID-19 test results in the 
promised time frame.

• AUTOMOBILE: 
Beware of deceptive sales tac-

tics when purchasing or leasing 
a car. New and used automobile 
prices keep climbing, due to fac-
tors such as high demand and a 
global semiconductor shortage, 
which are a critical component 
of new automobiles. Never sign 

any documents or leave the deal-
ership with a car until you have 
reviewed all of your paperwork 
carefully. Do not sign a blank 
document that does not have 
numbers or terms fi lled in.

Make sure that what you are 
signing is consistent with what 
the salesperson told you and that 
you are not being charged for any 
extra accessories or products that 
you did not ask for, such as war-
ranties, tire and wheel protection, 
and vin etching. Ask the sales-
person or fi nance manager about 
any fees or charges you do not 
understand and whether they are 
required by law.

• CREDIT: 
If you have debt in collection, 

debt collectors are required to 
provide you with key information 
about the origin and history of 
your debt within fi ve days of their 
fi rst communication with you. 
You also have a right to dispute 
the debt, and once you do, the 
collector must stop all attempts 
to collect from you until they pro-
vide information supporting their 
claim to the debt.

Debt collectors cannot harass 
you, and must follow limits on 
how, and how often, they contact 
you.  For example, they cannot 
call you more than seven times 
in any seven-day period and can-
not call you between 8 p.m. and 
9 a.m. You have the right to tell 
debt collectors not to contact you 
by email or text message or any 
other means of communication, 
and you may tell them not to con-
tact you at all.

Starting on April 7, 2022, can-
not sue you, or threaten to sue 
you, on debts that are older than 
three years. Prior to April 7, cred-
itors cannot sue you, or threaten 
to sue you, on debts that are older 
than six years, or even less, de-
pending where the original com-
pany or person you owed the debt 
to is located.  

• UTILITIES: 
Thousands of New Yorkers 

recently saw considerable and 
sudden increases in their gas and 
electric bills. Any consumer who 
believes they received a high util-
ity bill as a result of a billing error 
should report it to OAG immedi-
ately. 

If you have trouble paying 
your energy bill, contact the 
utility company. Resources are 
available for consumers who may 
need help paying their utility bill. 
Utilities companies offer pro-
grams and payment plans to help.

In addition, the Home Ener-
gy Assistance Program (HEAP) 
helps low-income individuals pay 
the cost of heating their homes. 
Information on how to apply 
is available at otda.ny.gov/pro-
grams/heap/.

• HOME REPAIR/
INVESTMENT: 

Many homes have suffered 
wear and tear due to the pandem-
ic. Before entering into a con-
tract, shop around for estimates, 
check in with the Better Business 
Bureau, suppliers and neighbors 
for references.

Know your rights: You have 
three days after signing a home 
improvement contract to cancel 
it.

• HEALTH CLUBS:
New York’s Health Club Law 

authorizes gym members to can-
cel their membership under cer-
tain circumstances, including 
“after the services are no longer 
available or substantially avail-
able as provided in the contract 
because of the [gym’s] permanent 
discontinuance of operation or 
substantial change in operation,” 
and requires gym owners to pro-
vide prorated monetary refunds 
(NOT credits) for such cancella-
tions within 15 days. 

Additionally, the law fur-
ther prohibits misrepresentations 
about consumers’ cancellation 
rights.

• FURNITURE/
APPLIANCES: 

Always fi nd out what a fur-
niture or an appliance retailer’s 
return policy is before making a 
purchase. Some online retailers 
require customers to pay for re-
turn shipping which can make it 
cost prohibitive for people to re-
turn bulky furniture or applianc-
es.

In addition to being vigilant, 
consumers should report instanc-
es of fraud to her offi ce. Con-
sumers are encouraged to fi le 
complaints by completing and 
submitting a Consumer Frauds 
and Protection Bureau online 
complaint form or by calling 800-
771-7755 if they are unable to 
submit a form online.

Bounce into the next quarter with a spring 
in your step and new tools in your toolbox for 
managing your small business. 

The Community Loan Fund of the Capi-
tal Region announced a line-up of small busi-
ness workshops for spring. 

In addition to the recently expanded 
9-Week Business Planning Course, which 
begins May 7, the organization will also be 
offering workshops on business basics, social 
media, proposal writing for MWBEs, fi nan-
cial planning and management, and digital 
marketing. 

“These workshops are the result of a 
needs assessment of our small business cli-
entele. They have asked for more workshops 
on marketing and fi nancial management, 
and we also know there’s demand for more 
information on how to compete for state 
contracts,” said Destiny Watkins, the Loan 
Fund’s new manager of Training and Tech-
nical Assistance. 

The Community Loan Fund also contin-
ues to offer personal fi nance courses, with the 
goal of building wealth in minoritized com-
munities. 

“We continue to be on the leading edge 
of training for small businesses in the Capital 

Region,” Watkins said. 
The Community Loan Fund provides 

training and fi nancing for small businesses in 
the 11 counties of the Capital Region – Alba-
ny, Columbia, Fulton, Greene, Montgomery, 
Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, Schoha-
rie, Washington, Warren. All workshops are 
free of charge and offered via Zoom. 

Here are some of the highlights of the 
schedule:

•  Business Basics: Beginning Your Busi-
ness Plan

Find out what the components of a suc-
cessful plan are and get started with yours.

March 29, 6-7 p.m. via Zoom
https://mycommunityloanfund.org/

events/business-basics-2-beginning-your-
business-plan/

 •  Company Branding 101: Small Busi-
ness Marketing Workshop

Build a successful brand for your small 
business.

April 5, 12-1 p.m., via Zoom
https://mycommunityloanfund.org/

events/company-branding-101/
 •  M/WBE: Proposal Writing and Market-

ing for Small and M/WBE Firms
Learn how to successfully bid on con-

tracts. Find out more the right way to read 
and respond to requests for proposals (RFPs). 

April 14, 6-7 p.m., via Zoom
https://mycommunityloanfund.org/

events/mwbe-proposal-writing-and-market-
ing-for-small-and-m-wbe-fi rms/

 •  LinkedIn for Business: Small Business 
Marketing Workshop

How to use LinkedIn for sales, marketing 
and networking for your business. 

April 20, 10-11 a.m. via Zoom
https://mycommunityloanfund.org/

events/linkedin-for-business-the-power-
ful-online-rolodex/

 •  Marketing in the Metaverse: Small 
Business Marketing Workshop

In this class participants will discuss the 
marketing opportunities presented by the 
Metaverse. The group will be given an over-
view of the metaverse, who is adopting it 
now and how it works. 

May 4, 6-7 p.m. via Zoom
https://mycommunityloanfund.org/

events/marketing-in-the-metaverse/
•  M/WBE: Contract Development and 

Review for Small and M/WBE Firms
You’ve won the contract, now what? 

Learn what to look for in a contract, and how 

to avoid pitfalls. 
May 5, 6-7 p.m. via Zoom
https://mycommunityloanfund.org/

events/contract-development-and-review-
for-small-and-m-wbe-fi rms/

 •  Getting Found and Driving More Vis-
itors to Your Website: Small Business Mar-
keting Workshop

Learn how to fi nd and attract customers 
to your website.

May 17, 12-1 p.m. via Zoom
https://mycommunityloanfund.org/

events/getting-found-more-driving-more-
visitors-to-your-website/

 •  Social Media for Business: Small Busi-
ness Marketing Workshop

Find out how to market your business 
using social media platforms like Facebook 
and Instagram. Learn how using social me-
dia for personal is different from using it for 
business.

June 15, 6-7 p.m. via Zoom
https://mycommunityloanfund.org/

events/social-media-for-business-a-review-
and-game-plan-for-2022/

Community Loan Fund offers cutting-edge 
small business workshops

AG releases top 10 consumer complaints of 2021

SHOUT
OUTS!

Shout it out to a 
family member, friend, 

business or group of people.

Message could be an 
I love you, congratulations, 

happy birthday, 
cheer on a team or person.

ADVERTISE ON 
OUR NEW PAGE

for more information
CALL 413.212.0130
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One of the things I liked most about my 
former job as a Cooperative Extension agent 
in Greene County was the process of figuring 
out what was causing problems with garden 
plants, lawns, trees or shrubs. It is sort of like 
detective work without a cloak or dagger.

I used what I learned about this topic 
in public health as well, when we contract-
ed with the New York State Department of 
Health to conduct educational programs to 
combat Lyme disease. This week I will share 
some principles of disease and infection I 
learned, which are pretty relevant in these 
days of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In order to contract a disease, whether 
it is a plant or animal disease, three factors 
must occur simultaneously. If any of these 
three factors are not present, there can be no 
disease. First, before I discuss these specific 
factors, I need to talk about the things that 
cause disease.

In general, disease-causing organisms 
are fungi, bacteria or viruses. All may cause 
diseases with similar symptoms, but all are 
different in their mode of action or how they 
infect.

It seems to me that most plant diseases 
are caused by fungi. Fungi are organisms that 
generally require water to become infectious. 

Lacking chlorophyll, they need to get their 
“food” from other sources than sunlight by 
breaking down and absorbing organic matter. 
Sometimes in the process of feeding on plant 
material, they kill or damage their host. This 
distinguished pathogens from saprophytes.

Once a plant is infected with a fungal 
disease, it is generally difficult to “cure” the 
infection. The general strategy is to try to 
prevent the infection in the first place or keep 
it from spreading. Fungi are living organisms 
that can survive for a long time, either active-
ly causing infection, or in a dormant state that 
may last for 100 years or more. This longev-
ity allows them to re-occur when conditions 
are right. Some fungal diseases are ubiqui-
tous and must be dealt with every season.

Twenty years ago, almost all the garden 
seeds that were sold were treated with a 
pink-colored fungicide called “Captan.” This 
fungicide protected tender seedlings from 
getting “damping off,” which is a general 
term for similar diseases caused by several 
genera of fungi. The infected seedlings grow 
spindly and eventually keel over and die with 
a conspicuous shriveling or narrowing of the 
stem at soil level. It is highly contagious and 
usually fatal once contracted.

It is virtually impossible to cure a flat 

of seedlings once the disease occurs, so the 
emphasis is on prevention. In addition to pre-
ventive chemical fungicides there are cultur-
al practices than can also be utilized, much to 
the satisfaction of gardeners who don’t want 
to use chemical fungicides.

Another major cause of disease in plants 
and animals are bacteria. Bacteria are also 
living organisms that can exhibit long-term 
dormancy. Like fungi, they can damage their 
hosts by “feeding” on the tissue of the host 
and using the host’s cells to grow and multi-
ply. Of course, not all bacteria are pathogenic 
and neither are all fungi.

Our bodies contain millions of foreign 
bacteria and fungi that do us no harm what-
soever. In fact, many of these organisms are 
responsible for keeping us healthy. Bacteria, 
like fungi, usually require water to become 
infectious.

One of the most common bacterial dis-
ease of pears and apples is called “fireblight.” 
This disease most often occurs when rain or 
hail hits flower blossoms. Splashing water 
spreads the disease. Most, but not all, fun-
gicides are ineffective in treating bacterial 
disease. Commercial fruit growers often use 
antibiotics, such as streptomycin, to try to kill 
bacteria.

A third major infectious agent is viruses. 
Viruses, like the COVID-19 virus, are very 
different than bacteria or fungi in the sense 
that they are not living organisms, per se. 
They can only survive and reproduce inside 
living cells. They have a very short life ex-
pectancy, unlike bacteria or fungi, and they 
don’t necessarily need water to infect. Think 
of them as renegade hunks of DNA or RNA 
that get into the genes of plants or animals, 
and direct the cells to make more viruses. 
They are also very tiny compared to fungi 
and bacteria.

Viral infections in plants are far less com-
mon than bacterial or fungal infections be-
cause they generally cannot get inside a plant 
without help from another living organism. 
Leafhopper insects and aphids are usually 
involved in viral infections in plants. These 
insects inject the virus into the plant physi-
cally with their mouthparts and once inside 
the plant they can replicate.

Since all three of these types of patho-
gens cause disease in somewhat different 
manners, dealing with them requires differ-
ent strategies, but the principles of infection 
remain essentially the same. This is where I 
will pick up the story next week.

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@cornell.edu

Plant diseases
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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Next to Family Dollar
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— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
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We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
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We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 
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*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
e�ciency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% �nancing to credit quali�ed

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By Bob Beyfuss
For Capital Region Independent Media

March arrived with typical 
March-like weather — snow, rain, 
sleet, some sunshine and breezy. 
Days are longer and many people 
are anxious to get outside and do 
something horticulturally!

This is a good time to cut some 
scions for grafting later on in 
April. If you have an apple or pear 
tree that makes tasty fruit, you can 
graft it onto another tree of the 
same species. Even old, wild apple 
trees are suitable for grafting onto 
or from, if the fruit are tasty! 

If your apple tree does not 
reliably set fruit each year, you 
can graft some crabapple branch-
es onto it. Crabapples generally 
bloom more profusely than eating 
varieties and their pollen is suit-
able to fertilize most other apple 
varieties.  

Intentional grafting is one of 
the oldest horticultural practices 
known to humans. It dates back 
thousands of years and was widely 

practiced during the Roman Em-
pire and very likely predates that 
era as well. 

Generally speaking, it is a 
technique to join two different 
plants together in a manner that 
allows them to grow together as a 
single plant. Grafting is also used 
sometimes to join the same plant 
back together when the plant has 
been damaged. For example, an 
apple tree that has been girdled 
by rodents can sometimes be 
saved by creating “bridge grafts” 
that connect the roots to the trunk 
again bypassing the damaged tis-
sue. Small diameter branches from 
the upper part of the tree are graft-
ed onto the trunk, both below and 
above the damaged tissue, creating 
a “bridge” to bypass the damage. 

Most of us see examples of 
grafting every day if we live in a 
community that has street trees.  
Street trees of all species are usu-
ally grafted in the nursery where 
they are produced. We also eat tree 
fruit on a daily basis that is the re-
sult of grafting. Almost all our ap-

ples and most other tree fruit are 
produced by grafting. 

The process is really quite 
simple. It is a manner of connect-
ing the plumbing from one plant 
to the plumbing of another plant 
by aligning the pipes properly. 
Plant plumbing consists of tubes 
or vessels that are like vertically 
connected straws. Xylem vessels 
are the water connecting pipes 
and phloem vessels are the food 
connecting straws. In between the 
pipes (vessels) are cells and tissues 
that can regenerate new pipes and 
allow fusion to occur. 

In order for a graft to be suc-
cessful, the two different plants 
generally need to be pretty closely 
related. Apples graft easily onto 
other apples and pears graft eas-
ily to other pears, but apples and 
pears don’t graft well to each oth-
er. Sometimes the grafted partners 
really don’t look all that much 
alike, nor are they always very 
closely related. Pears are often 
grafted onto quince roots and li-
lacs are often grafted onto privet 

(a common hedge plant) roots. 
There are many reasons for 

grafting, ranging from economic 
to purely esthetic. Street trees are 
grafted to ensure a nice straight 
trunk that you can walk by with-
out side branches hitting you in the 
face. Grafting a bud onto an exist-
ing trunk above a well-developed 
root system ensures that the shoot 
growing from that bud will grow 
fast and long. 

Typically a bud from the de-
sired cultivar is grafted to the 
trunk just above the root system in 
the dormant season. When growth 
commences and the bud begins to 
grow, the remaining top portion 
of the tree is removed so that all 
the energy, water and nutrients the 
root system is capable of produc-
ing is channeled into that single 
stem from the bud. Other shoots 
that may arise from the roots or 
trunk are removed so as not to 
compete with the desired one. 

In nature it may take many 
years for an apple tree to bear its 
fruit while growing on its own 

roots, but you can graft a mature 
branch of a different variety onto 
that tree when that tree is young 
and get it to produce fruit in a sin-
gle year. 

There are well over 2,000 dif-
ferent named cultivars of apple 
trees and hundreds of different 
rootstocks they may be grafted 
onto. Grafting does not just repre-
sent the characteristics of the sci-
on, i.e. the part that is attached, but 
also is influenced by the character-
istics of the plant that it is attached 
to (the stock). 

Some apple rootstocks limit 
the size of the tree to 6 feet or less, 
regardless of what variety is graft-
ed onto it. Other rootstocks may 
tolerate adverse conditions such as 
excess moisture or drought. Oth-
ers may confer disease resistance, 
anchorage ability in wind and oth-
er traits. 

Next week I will go into the 
process of grafting. 

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@
cornell.edu.

Grafting, Part 1

By Dick Brooks
For Capital Region Independent Media

It’s been a good day so far. 
My body’s alarm clock went off at the 

usual time, decades of “gotta get to work” 
have programmed me so that I can’t sleep 
late even if I wanted to.  

What used to be a jump out of bed over 
the years has turned into a slow rise as var-
ious body parts fight for position. “Snap, 
Crackle and Pop” used to be my breakfast 
cereal, but now it’s the cartilage chorus that 
greets my morning rising.  

By the time I make it back to the bed-
room after a trip to the bathroom for morn-
ing abolitions everything is pretty much 
where it wants to be for the day. Getting 
dressed demonstrates that the usual aches 
and pains are still there and functioning. I 
take this as a good sign since a friend told 
me that if I wake up in the morning and 
nothing hurts to lay back down because 
I’m dead. 

I make our way down the stairs and 
greet Telly, my trusty canine companion 

and The Queen, who, being younger and 
more spry, is always the first one down-
stairs, where she readies the coffee.  

The sound and smell of the coffee perk-
ing that greets us each morning reminds us 
that she is indeed a benevolent monarch 
and worthy of her high position.  

Donning my coat, Telly and I took our 
morning walk around the yard, visiting all 
our favorite bushes and posts. We fed the 
birds and then returned to the warmth of 
our old house.  

Coffee, warm toast and conversation 
with The Queen, who then got ready for 
work. 

After she departed, we did our morning 
chores and then I got a second cup of cof-
fee and settled down to watch a little more 
of The Today Show before starting our 
day’s adventures. 

The topic for discussion this morning 
was gun control. Telly lost interest quickly 
and curled up on his bed for a short nap. 
I listened for a few minutes and then my 
mind started to wander as it usually does. 

Gun control used to mean you could 

hit what you were shooting at. I’m a for-
mer hunter and an NRA member. I have 
no qualms about restricting assault rifles. 
They were designed for one purpose and 
they do it very well. Unless you’re plan-
ning on shooting people, I see no reason 
for civilians to have one.  

Hunting rifles and shotguns aren’t be-
ing regulated, background checks won’t 
restrict the great majority of us. Criminals 
will still be able to get them, but crimi-
nals usually aren’t using them to massacre 
large numbers of innocent people. The last 
criminal massacre I remember was the Val-
entine’s Day Massacre in Chicago in the 
1930s.  

Assault rifles make really poor small 
game weapons — a rabbit or squirrel shot 
with one doesn’t leave much meat to chew 
on. If I were going to stick up a conve-
nience store or a bank, I wouldn’t use an 
assault rifle because they are so hard to 
hide. If you use one for big game hunting, 
do you really need a 30-shot clip? If you 
do, maybe you ought to take up bowling. 

Home defense — If your neighborhood 

is that bad, move. 
An old lady with a double-barreled 

shotgun is more frightening than one with 
an assault rifle. No civilian needs an assault 
rifle with armor-piercing bullets. We need 
more people regulation to see if we can 
head off some of these massacres by very 
sick folks who don’t seem to have much 
trouble getting their hands on weapons of 
mass destruction.  

Having once again solved a major prob-
lem of humanity, I woke up Telly and head-
ed for the post office.

Thought for the week — “I’d kill for a 
Nobel Peace Prize.” — Steven Wright

Until next week, may you and yours be 
happy and well.

Reach Dick Brooks at Whittle12124@
yahoo.com.

Disclaimer: The views and opinions 
expressed in this column are those of the 
columnist and do not necessarily reflect the 
views or positions of Capital Region Inde-
pendent Media.

Getting my day started
WHITTLING AWAY by Dick Brooks

By Toby Moore
For Capital Region Independent Media

Are we merely floating through 
space on a rock in which powerful 
forces dominate us and leave us 
powerless to pursue our destiny? 
Do our thoughts matter? Do our 
actions matter? Do our words mat-
ter? Do our intentions matter? 

Are we just a number? Do we 
have any responsibility for the 
events that happen all around us? 
Do we affect people around us and 
the decisions they make? Do we 
affect the decisions of people in 
our proximity with whom we’ve 
never had any interaction at all, 
people we’ve never met? 

Have you ever heard of The 
Maharishi Effect? The Maharishi 
Effect was first observed scien-
tifically in the early 1970s. Since 
then, hundreds of scientific stud-
ies have been conducted in over 
200 universities in more than 30 
countries worldwide. The results 
from dozens of these studies are 
published in many peer-reviewed 
scientific journals.

The Maharishi Effect got its 
name from the Maharishi Mahesh 
Yogi, who developed a popular-
ized form of meditation called 
Transcendental Meditation known 
today as TM. TM has been de-
scribed as religious by some and 
non-religious by others. The Ma-
harishi became famous in the west 
for hanging out with The Beatles 
and other celebrities. 

Before we get too deep, al-
though I have practiced a couple 
of different meditation forms, I 
have never practiced TM, nor am 
I promoting it. My chief interest is 
in the power of human conscious-
ness, and my studies have led me 
to this topic, which I must admit 
— I find it fascinating. 

Simply put, The Maharishi 
Effect happens when a group of 
people comes together to practice 
group meditation. During the win-
dow of time the meditation tran-
spires, crime, violence and hospi-
talization rates decline by 16-25%. 

One well-known scientific 
study on The Maharishi Effect 

took place in Washington D.C. 
from June 7 to July 31, 1993, with 
up to 4,000 TM practitioners. In a 
city with about 1.5 million people, 
this was far less than 1% of the 
population of D.C. 

A 27-member Project Review 
Board comprised of independent 
scientists and leading citizens ap-
proved the research protocol and 
monitored the research process. 

The head of the study, Dr. John 
Hagelin, who I must credit for 
providing much of the information 
in this article, hypothesized that 
there would be a 20% reduction in 
crime due to meditation.

Before the study began, the 
chief of police reportedly said, “It 
would take a foot of snow in June 
to reduce the crime rate by 20%.” 
But he allowed his department to 
participate in the experiment by 
collecting and analyzing the data. 

The crime dropped by an as-
tonishing 23.3%. The study was 
published in Social Indicators Re-
search in June 1999. 

There were similar experi-

ments conducted during the Isra-
el-Lebanon war in the 1980s. The 
study found that when the number 
of meditators was largest, violence 
between both sides reduced by 
about 80%. The study was pub-
lished in the Journal of Conflict 
Resolution in December 1988. 

The study was so groundbreak-
ing that researchers performed 
seven more experiments to exam-
ine the effects of group meditation 
on the Israel-Lebanon war over 
the next two years.  

The studies revealed that when 
the size of the group reached a cer-
tain threshold, there was a signif-
icant reduction in violence. They 
also found that people in the vi-
cinity of such a meditating group 
experienced physiological chang-
es, increased coherence, reduced 
plasma cortisol, increased blood 
levels of serotonin, biochemical 
changes and neurophysiological 
changes, almost as if they were 
meditating themselves.

When taken together, the like-
lihood that reductions in violence 

were coincidental was less than 
one part in 10 million million mil-
lion. 

What did the Maharishi say 
about this? 

“We know, if we drop a stone in 
a pond, the ripples begin to move, 
and they move over the whole 
pond, reaching all the extremities. 
One slight stir in any part of the 
pond stirs the entire pond. It influ-
ences the entire field of water and 
its surroundings. Similarly, by ev-
ery thought, word and action, ev-
ery individual sets forth influence 
in their surroundings, and that 
influence is not restricted to any 
boundaries. It goes on and reaches 
every level of creation.”

Next time you feel helpless 
and insignificant, I hope this helps 
you understand that you have 
great power over your surround-
ings, maybe more than any of us 
can even comprehend.

Toby Moore is a columnist, 
the star of Emmy-nominated “A 
Separate Peace,” and the CEO of 
Cubestream Inc.

The Maharishi Effect
Positively Speaking

By Mary Schoepe
For Capital Region Independent Media

Fresh or frozen? When it 
comes to buying fruits and veg-
etables, the answer may not be as 
obvious as you might think.

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
changed so many things in our 
lives, including the way we shop 
for groceries.

For example, a Nielsen survey 
of consumer habits found that 
since the start of the pandemic, 
sales of frozen fruits and vegeta-
bles have outpaced sales of fresh 
produce. The American Frozen 
Food Institute also reported that 7 
out of 10 consumers have stepped 

up the amount of frozen produce 
they buy since the beginning of 
the pandemic. 

Like many people I always 
believed that to keep my im-
mune system strong in the winter 
months, fresh produce is the way 
to go. However, could it be that 
frozen vegetables and fruits are 
just as nutritious as their fresh 
counterparts?

Today’s post answers that 
question by comparing the nutri-
ent content of both.

During the winter months the 
produce we purchase here in New 
York comes from different parts 
of the country and Mexico. And to 
survive the sometimes long jour-

ney to your grocery store, fruits 
and vegetables must be picked 
before being fully ripe. This prac-
tice gives the produce less time to 
develop all of the immune system 
boosting vitamins, minerals and 
antioxidants, and there’s plenty 
of research to back this up. 

For instance, several Univer-
sity of California studies show 
that produce loses 15% to 55% 
of vitamin C within the first week 
of being harvested. Fresh spinach 
loses 90% of its vitamin C within 
24 hours of being harvested and 
50% of its folate content within 
a week. So by the time you pur-
chase it in the grocery store, it’s 
often more than a week old!

However, the good news is 
that frozen fruits and vegetables 
are available all year long and 
offer plenty of nutritional value, 
which is important, especially if 
you live on a strict budget. 

Called flash freezing, this 
method of preserving was pio-
neered in the early 20th century 
by biologist Clarence Birdseye. 
Birdseye found that rapid freez-
ing in extremely low tempera-
tures caused food to retain its 
fresh taste, texture and appear-
ance even when cooked months 
later. Flash freezing also main-
tains the food without the use of 
artificial preservatives and can 
be kept in your freezer for up to 

three months. 
“Frozen is a great healthy 

alternative to fresh, especial-
ly if your fresh produce isn’t so 
fresh anymore,” said Dr. Mi-
chelle Hauser at Harvard Medical 
School. 

So here’s the scoop — buy lo-
cally grown produce when it’s in 
season and eat it soon after pur-
chasing. 

But until summer arrives and 
the farmers markets open up, I’ll 
be headed to the frozen food aisle 
at my local grocery store and I 
hope you will be, too! 

What’s best? Fresh or frozen? 
Fitness Concepts
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Transcribed from her diary by 
Kathy Saurer Osborne

Sunday, March 25: Colder. 
Went to Church. Pearl played. 
60-65 attended. Addie took me 
down. Adrienne Adele & Joyce 
went too. P.M. Addie & I called 
on ‘Lite & Philip. They are OK.

•   Monday, March 26: Fair & 
cold. Took Joyce to Greenville. 
Hung out wash. Put hems in two 
new skirts one for Adrienne & 
one for Adele. Joyce got a let-
ter from Chuck today. It came 
here. Also he called this morn-
ing about 6. He’s all right.

•   Tuesday, March 27: Fair. 
Went to Delite’s & on to Catskill 
with them. JoAnn went with her 
father & ‘Lite & I looked for 
a topper. $30 each. She didn’t 
get any. Did most of her ironing 
for her. Home early & the girls 

had their cake & Pepsi for their 
Youth Fellowship. There were 
7-8 here & Rev Starr looked at 
T.V. a while & then took them 
to the movies.

•   Wednesday, March 28: 
Fair. Addie took me to Albany 
in the A.M. Mrs. W. & I called 
at the hospital & then went to 
Central Ave. Joyce came home 
& after “the letter” (to Chuck) 
we went to see “Lullaby of 
Broadway.” Nice! To bed!! 
Tired!!!

•   Thursday, March 29: Rain. 
Joyce & I went to Central Ave 
& looked around. She didn’t 
go to work this A.M. Visited 
with Mrs W. in the P.M. Addie 
came at 4. We had supper at the 
Toll Gate. Rested a little while 
& played till 12 for the Youth 
Fellowship dance. They made 
nearly 25 but will not clear that 

much.
•   Friday, March 30: More 

rain. Cleaned bedrooms & 
living rooms & did everyday 
work. Adele made cookies this 
P.M. Adrienne went to Albany 
this A.M. with Guerdon Clap-
per. She & Joyce are going to 
pick her evening gown for her 
Jr. Prom.

•   Saturday, March 31: Rain. 
Made one mince pie & a shell. 
Did everyday work. Joyce & 
Adrienne came with Stubby. He 
went for them. Addie & I went 
to the Card Party at Riven-
burg’s. We got 1st prize. Halfs.

•   Sunday, April 1: Fair. Joyce 
& I at church. Pearl played. The 
girls went to Young Peoples at 
Freehold. Joyce & I went to 
Delite’s in the P.M. Helped do 
eggs & stayed for supper.

•   Monday, April 2: Fair. 

Put out wash, ironed & mend-
ed some & brought in the dry 
clothes. Put some away. Joyce’s 
pictures came that Chuck took 
at P.I. Children at school again. 

•   Tuesday, April 3: Snow. It 
all melted. Ironed & put away 
clothes. Hand washed. P.M. 
Gertrude went to Ladies Aux 
& I started cleaning the hall 
closet. Rev. Starr called. Gene 
is going to a plastic Party at El-
eanor Fransen’s tonite. My iron 
went bad this A.M.

•   Wednesday, April 4: Fair 
& warmer. Snow all gone. 
Cleaned Joyce’s room today. 
Am tired tonite. Gene cleaned 
house at Florence Clickman’s. 
Billy Saurer goes to Officers 
Training School tomorrow. 
Called & told him GoodBy!

•   Thursday, April 5: Fair. 
Cleaned the hall & stairs. Have 

done the front hall now. Gene 
finished at Clickman’s (Chas) 
today. Don has gone to Catskill 
to a meeting.

•   Friday, April 6: A fine 
day. Cleaned living rooms & 
Gertrude dusted. Mrs. Starr & 
Bobby called. Janet & Allyn in. 
Joyce got left in Albany & Don 
has gone for her. Mrs. Eufemia 
called & wanted to come over 
next Thursday. I’ll go for her. 
Gene did some washing today 
for me.

•   Saturday, April 7: Another 
fine day. Made two pie shells & 
a custard pie. Washed & dried 
dishes. Got dinner etc. Don 
had to fix a cooler on his Sat. 
off & isn’t back yet 1.30 P.M. 
Gert fell on the lawn A.M. Lat-
er: Don came back with another 
TV. We like it better. It’s much 
nicer.

Grandma Mackey’s Diary
1951 life in Medusa

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
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ALBANY — New York State De-
partment of Environmental Conservation 
Commissioner Basil Seggos announced 
the annual statewide ban prohibiting resi-
dential brush burning began March 16 and 
runs through May 14. 

Since 2009, DEC has enforced the an-
nual brush burning ban to prevent wildfi res 
and protect communities during height-
ened conditions for wildfi res each spring.

“The start of spring in New York comes 
with an increased risk of wildfi res,” Seggos 
said. “Starting March 16 and ending May 
14, New York state prohibits residential 
brush burning to protect our communities 
and our natural resources. Since 2009, 
New York’s burn ban has reduced the num-
ber of wildfi res in our communities and 
we’re looking forward to continuing that 
trend in 2022.”

Even though some areas of the state 
remain blanketed in snow, warming tem-
peratures can quickly cause wildfi re condi-
tions to arise. Open burning of debris is the 
single-largest cause of spring wildfi res in 
New York state. When temperatures warm 
and the past fall’s debris and leaves dry 
out, wildfi res can start and spread easily, 
further fueled by winds and a lack of green 
vegetation. 

Each year, DEC forest rangers extin-
guish dozens of wildfi res that burn hun-
dreds of acres. In addition, local fi re de-
partments, many of which are staffed by 
volunteers, all too often have to leave their 
jobs and families to respond to wildfi res 
caused by illegal debris fi res. DEC will 
post the Fire Danger Map for the 2022 fi re 
season on DEC’s website once there is a 
moderate risk anywhere in New York.

New York fi rst enacted strict restric-
tions on open burning in 2009 to help pre-
vent wildfi res and reduce air pollution. The 
regulations allow residential brush fi res in 
towns with fewer than 20,000 residents 
during most of the year, but prohibit such 
burning in spring when most wildfi res oc-
cur.

Backyard fi re pits and campfi res less 
than 3 feet in height and 4 feet in length, 
width or diameter are allowed. Small cook-
ing fi res are allowed. Only charcoal or dry, 
clean, untreated or unpainted wood can be 
burned. People should never leave these 
fi res unattended and must extinguish them. 

Burning garbage or leaves is prohibit-
ed year-round. For more information about 
fi re safety and prevention, go to DEC’s 
FIREWISE New York webpage.

Some towns, primarily in and around 

the Adirondack and Catskill parks, are des-
ignated “fi re towns.” Open burning is pro-
hibited year-round in these municipalities 
unless an individual or group has a permit 
from DEC. To fi nd out whether a munic-
ipality is a designated fi re town or to ob-
tain a permit, contact the appropriate DEC 
regional offi ce. A list of regional offi ces is 
available on DEC’s website.

Forest rangers, DEC Environmental 
Conservation Police Offi cers (ECOs), and 
local authorities enforce the burn ban. Vio-
lators of the state’s open burning regulation 
are subject to criminal and civil enforce-
ment actions, with a minimum fi ne of $500 
for a fi rst offense. To report environmental 
law violations, call 1-833-RANGERS, or 
report online on DEC’s website at ww.dec.
ny.gov.

Residential brush burning ban in effect
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Brian Hemlock and John Barr of TCI NY join RCS High School 
students on their annual field trip to the “Trail of the Fallen” to 
honor those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice for our nation. 
Located near West Point the students participated in a day-
long team-building exercise with military staff. TCI sponsored 
part of the trip. There is an ever-expanding mound of stones, 
benches, and painted rocks placed in memorial to the lives lost 
during military conflicts. The students decorated four rocks of 
their own and took turns carrying them up to the memorial.
“It is important that we as a country and a community, remember 
and appreciate all of those who have served in the United 
States Armed Forces,” said Mr. Hemlock. “We have both active 
and retired military working at TCI.
Over the years, TCI has developed a strong partnership with 
RCS High School awarding scholarships to RCS High School 
Seniors and providing rewarding paid internship opportunities. 
The company now employs several former interns in good 
paying full-time jobs with benefits.
Lisa Patierne, Principal at RCS, said, “Not every student will go 
onto college. TCI provides students with paid worked based 
learning opportunities that can lead to a promising career.”
“This private-public partnership between TCI and RCS is a 
perfect example of career exploration and readiness that is 
paramount to developing a skilled workforce” states Brian 
Williams, Executive Director of the Capital Region Workforce 
Development Board.
To apply for a job at TCI, please call John Barr at 518-756- 9997. 
For more information, please visit our website at www.tci-ny.com.
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Many people, both men and 
women, kept diaries in the past. 
I have a small collection of local 
diaries and would love to have 
more because they illustrate the 
daily lives people were leading 
and what and who was import-
ant to them. Most people started 
diary keeping on January 1 of 
a given year. While they may 
not have continued recording 
until the end of the year, the di-
aries usually tell what their au-
thors were doing on New Year’s 
Day. Since this edition of “The 
Greenville Pioneer” is coming 
out on January 1, I thought I 
would share with you how some 
people spent that day in the past. 
I don’t even know the names of 
all those who kept the diaries. 
Often, they didn’t put their 
names in the books. Perhaps you 
can guess who the authors might 
have been. If you do fi nd a clue, 
please let me know.

 Helen Tripp was one of the 
daughters of Alfred and Maria 
Utter Tripp. She was born Jan-
uary 26,1853, and she lived un-
til January 27, 1917. She lived 
in the brick house on the main 
street of Oak Hill with her fam-
ily. On January 1, 1874, she 
started a diary: 

Thursday, Weather very 
pleasant. I worked around the 
house until noon. In the after-
noon sewed on my dress. Did 
not go anywhere nor was there 
any one in here till evening. Mrs. 
Eliza Flower called. Received a 
letter from Libbie Russell.

Friday, January 2: Weather 
very pleasant, thawed all day. 
I sewed on my dress nearly all 
day. Aunt Mary Utter and Jim-
mie came down this evening to 
go to the donation. [I can imag-
ine what the donation was, but 
can anyone share more informa-
tion?] Aunt Mary invited us to 
go with her. The coal fi re went 
out last night. I had to make it 
up this morning. Aunt Mary had 
a very nice time; they cleared 
$104.

Saturday, January.3: Weath-
er very pleasant; thawed all day 
again today. I had to make the 
coal fi re again today. Father, 
Mother, Hattie and Carrie [her 
two youngest sisters] went over 
to Uncle Briggs today. [Uncle 
Briggs was a Tripp and lived in 
Medusa or Westerlo]. I fi nished 
my dress, all but the buttons and 
pockets.

Sunday, January 4:  Weather 
very nice and pleasant. Went to 
Durham to church this morn-
ing. Did not get back in time 
for Sunday School. Did not go 
to church this afternoon. [The 
Tripps lived next to the Oak Hill 
Methodist Church and were al-
ways very involved there.]  Or-
ville preached. I wrote a letter 
to Libbie Russell this evening. 
Did not go to church. [It sounds 
like there were opportunities to 
spend the whole day and eve-
ning at church.]

Chauncey B Day from Al-
cove recorded on January 
1,1887: Thurs. Went to Al-
cove—got 3 gal. kerosene.

The diary of another anon-
ymous person recorded: Jan 1, 
1888 Rained all day. Hugh here 
in evening. 

A. M. Cowles recorded in 
his diary: January 1, 1898: The 
snow that fell yesterday has 
been piled in heaps last night 
and the wind is still blowing. 
I could not get home last night 
for the snow was drifted.  Mr. 
Whitehead and myself played 5 
games of dominoes this morn-
ing.  In the evening played with 
Mr. Mackey. Mr. Cook and 
brother drove them to the house 
to break out the roads.

Jan. 1, 1918:  A diary from 
the Wade family recorded: Mary 
is with us. We stay in all day. 
Big Fire in Catskill 2:20 a.m.

Mrs. Mary D. Mattice from 
Catskill wrote: Wednesday, Jan 
1,1919: We stayed home. Made 
head cheese and hockeye [a pig 
product].

For years many Oak Hill and 
Vicinity families have gone to 
Florida in the winter; the Tripps, 
the Fords, and the Wades all had 
houses in the Bradenton area. 
For these folks, the New Year 
was a time to go south. A series 
of diaries written by the Wade 
family give an idea of what the 
New York folks did in Florida:

Gainesville Fla Jan 1, 1925. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bates, Nelson and 
I ate our New Year’s dinner to-
gether outside our tents plac-
ing our tables together. (Menu:  
fricasseed chicken, sweet and 
white potatoes, cucumber pick-
les, chili sauce, creamed onions, 
green peas, sweet corn, celery, 
cranberries sauce.  Coffee Lem-
on pies.) The men washed the 
dishes for us. Mrs. Bates and 
I called on Mrs. Harder from 
Hudson on this camp.

Jan 1, 1928: Spend the day a 
home. Bates are away the week 
end. Mr. and Mrs. Lasher called 
this afternoon. We spend our 
spare time writing letters. Nel-
son goes to church.

Deland Fla:  Jan 1, 1930 A 
very lovely day. Need no fi re. 
Wash this am; take a nap this af-
ternoon. And go with the Lash-
ers to see the Glorifi ed Ameri-
can Girl.

1934:  Deland, Fla. We go out 
for dinner and go to the movies 
in afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. Kipp 
from Orange City call in the 
evening. Tooldie seems some 
better today. 80 in the shade.

Jan 1, 1935: A lovely day. 
We call on Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
and the Hacks. Have our din-
ner at home. Spend our evening 
with Mr. and Mrs. Luke

Jan 2.  Three callers. Nice 
day. Our anniversary. Hacks for 
the evening.

Jan. 1, 1938: A lovely day. 

Had dinner at home. Junior with 
us. There was a dinner at the CC 
[country club?] Building for the 
Tourists but we did not go. The 
holidays passed off very pleas-
antly. Thunder showers later 
evening.

Jan 1, 1939:  callers this af-
ternoon.

Jan 2 this is our 56th wedding 
anniversary. Quite a change be-
tween then and now

Jan 1, 1940:  Mr. and Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Lasher, Nelson 
and I had our dinner at the Tour-
ist Club Rooms. A very nice 
turkey dinner gotten on purpose 
for the club about 230 were 
there.  Price 80 cents. The busi-
ness meeting at 7:00, then an 
entertainment and refreshments 
and card playing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howards came this afternoon. 

You can see the New York 
folks had a wide circle of 
friends, lots of activities, and 
warm weather. Some of them 
stayed a few months and then 
returned north. Others made 
Florida their permanent home. 

Another diary which has 
no name identifying its owner, 
written in an O-K Seal Theme 
Tablet is one of my favorites. It 
is titled “My Diary for 1936.”

Wed. Jan 1 --1936:  Geils, 
John and I were to Flossies & 
Harris. A beautiful day. Came 
back and stopped at Golda’s, 
they were sawing ice.

Thurs. Jan 2. John went on 
the road I did chores, washed, 
another lovely day starting to 
rain at night. Reggie Fowler 
broke his leg at Newells.

Friday, Jan 3. Johns home, it 
rained all day. John went with 
Floyd Nickerson after hay.  I 
went to Helens.

Saturday Jan 4:  Lovely 
day just like spring. Helen and 
I went to Middleburg got our 
money from Clarence, came 
back by way of Potter Hollow. 
Stopped at Ethel Bates got home 
about 4 oclock had a hay ride 
through the woods.

Sunday Jan 5: Just a perfect 
day Very icy rained last night.  
John walked to Elmers. Geil, 
K.O. and Cecile was down after 
milk.

Mary Wade, wife of Leslie 
Wade, lived in the Green Re-
vival house in Oak Hill. She 
became the Durham Town Clerk 
January 1, 1946 and record-
ed in her diary: We have Town 
Clerk’s offi ce and had the safe 
etc. moved to our house.  Wrote 
a few licenses.  Stayed home for 
New Year’s Day.

Jan. 2:  got desk ready for 
Town Papers, etc.  Had to get 
new battery for car. Pop [Leslie] 
got all the Town Clerk material 
in order for me. Not much busi-
ness yet. 

Brooks Atkinson, the dra-

ma critic for the “New York 
Times,” and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author who had a house in 
Durham on the Susquehanna 
Turnpike for many years, pub-
lished a book in 1951 called 
“Once Around the Sun.” It is 
presented in diary form in that 
there is an essay for every day 
of the year. 

Some essays describe local 
residents, but today I want to 
share his philosophical com-
ments on January 1, 1951. He 
was in New York City that day. 
His musings seem relevant for 
today: “New Year’s Day. The 
new year comes in with a sting. 
New York is alarmed. Rain fall-
ing at a freezing temperature 
has covered the sidewalks with 
a hard glaze. Speaking over the 
city radio the mayor personally 
warns motorists to keep off the 
icy streets. The Weather Bu-
reau forecasts a heavy snow-
storm tonight. At the moment, 
the year looks bright…. we are 
warm and we begin the new 
year triumphantly. The worst 
can happen; occasionally it 
does. Not many of us in Ameri-
ca are prepared for it, for we do 
not believe it in our bones. We 
cheerfully assume that in some 
mystic way love conquers all, 
the good outweighs evil in the 
just balances of the universe and 
that at the eleventh hour some-
thing gloriously triumphant 
will prevent the worst before 
it happens. In the austere light 
of the world’s experience our 
optimism is naïve. When wars 
and depressions strike us down, 
we are shocked, incredulous, 
and unprepared. But cautious 
calculations bore us; they have 
such a dismal appearance and 
sound. To Americans optimism 
is a more congenial attitude. It 
may be even more than that: it 
may be creative. For all that I 
know at the moment, ‘Happy 
New Year’ may be nothing less 
than prophecy as the world be-
gins one more journey around 
the sun.”

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas 
is the Town of Durham Histori-
an. She lives in Oak Hill, thus 
the name of her column. 

Greenville Auto & Truck Parts 
4979 Route 81, Greenville · 518-966-5344 

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 · Sat 8-5 · Sun 9-2 

OVERBAUGH
DUMPSTERS 

15-Yard Dumpsters Available 
Mark Overbaugh - Greenville 

518-947-9981

Spring Cleaning?? 
Want to Get Rid of Old Metal? 
All Metals Picked up FREE!! 

All appliances - Air Conditioners 
Outdoor Grills - Metal Swimming Pools 

Call Today! 
John at 518-756-3056 

Many people kept diaries in the past

The front of the “Once Around the Sun” dust jacket is typical of illustration in 1951 
when it was published. The book sold for $4.

The dress Helen Tripp wrote about in her diary would likely have been similar to those worn by the Tripp ladies in this picture. 
They prided themselves on their fashionable attire, made mostly at home. At that period of time, the local stores sold yard 
good and notions. Some ladies in town had a dressmaker come to stay for a week or so to make their new gowns.

The Tripps had a house in Bradenton, where the whole family visited.  I U was in 
fact living there when he died, but his body was returned to Oak Hill for burial in 
the Oak Hill Cemetery. They were members of the Bradenton Country Club.

Mary Wade of Oak Hill was one of the many area people who went to Florida each 
winter. Some visited; others retired there. Most people drove from the Catskills to 
Florida, and there are numerous accounts of their trips which took several days 
and possibly car repairs along the way. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The back of the dustjacket of Brooks Atkinson’s book pictures him and tells about 
his many achievements.

A benefit for Charlie

By Mary Lou Nahas
For Capital Region Independent 
Media

The Oak Hill-Durham Vol-
unteer Fire Company will host 
a spaghetti-and-meatball din-
ner benefit on Saturday, March 
26, from 4-7 p.m. for Charles 
“Charlie” Fremgen to help off-
set medical expenses due to a 
cancer diagnosis. 

The dinner will be at the 
firehouse, 103 CR 22, in Oak 
Hill. Donations are $12 and the 
dinner is eat-in or take-out. To 
call ahead for take-out, please 
call 518-239-4837.

Charlie is a life member 
of Oak Hill Fire Company, an 
honor given to those who have 
served in the company 25 years. 
He joined in 1987. He was a 
member of Catskill Hose No. 1 
before moving to Durham. 

Charlie held numerous posi-
tions in the fire company over 
the years: president, secretary 
and assistant chief. He has been 
honored in many ways; in 2013 
he was recognized for having 
gone on the most calls during 
the year. He was always at the 
fundraising breakfasts for the 
fire company and helped take 
care of and honor countless 
community members. Which is 
what members of the volunteer 
fire companies do for others. 
So, it is especially fitting for 
his community to be there for 
Charlie now. 

Charlie has also been active 
in the Greene County Volun-
teer Fireman’s Association for 
many years. He chaired many 
committees for the organization 

including Drill Day and Fire 
Prevention at the Youth Fair. 
Charlie is active in the Greene 
County Fire Chiefs Associa-
tion and has been the president 
many times over the years, Kev-
in Sattler remarked. Charlie has 
also served many years on the 
Greene County Fire Advisory 
Board. He is a military veteran 
and member of the Greenville 
American Legion. 

While my main reason for 
choosing this topic to write 
about this week is to honor 
Charlie for all the many things 
he has done for his community 
and to let everyone know about 
the dinner, I also want also to 
talk about volunteer fire com-
panies and what they do for 
all of us who live here. I think 
Charlie would want this story 
to be about others, too, and not 
just him. Residents who have 
lived only where there are paid 
fire companies may have no 
idea how it works here.

Let’s start with some histo-
ry of volunteer fire companies 
in Greene County. On April 
1, 1797, an act to “Better Ex-
tinguish Fires in the Village of 
Catskill” was passed. The Jus-
tice of the Peace was authorized 
to command the assistance of 
all able-bodied inhabitants of 
the village to assist in fighting 
fires. 

When the village of Catskill 
became incorporated on June 6, 
1806, the first ordinance passed 
by the trustees was that in the 
event of a fire, the trustees shall 
invest themselves with a white 
scarf on their respective hats 
and shall perform the duties as-

signed them. Trustee #1 shall 
pay particular attention to the 
formation of the line of citizens 
with buckets. Trustee #2 shall 
attend to the hooks and ladders. 
Trustee #3 shall direct this at-
tention to the removal and se-
curity of all effects. Trustee #4 
shall have the supervision and 
direction of the engine and fire 
company.

On Sept. 26, 1855, Engine 
Company No. 1 was organized. 
The horses to pull the equip-
ment were furnished by a lo-
cal businessman. Hose Com-
pany No. 1 purchased the first 
motor-driven fire apparatus in 
Greene County in 1914. This 
unit had no pump but did have 
a 50-gallon chemical tank, two 
ladders and the headlights were 
the large round gas type with 
tanks on the running board. 
The men had to buy their own 
boots in 1914. As mentioned 
above, Charlie was a member 
of Catskill Hose No. 1 before 
he moved to Durham.

The Oak Hill-Durham Fire 
Company was formed on Sept. 
14, 1945. The East Durham Fire 
Company had been servicing 
the hamlets of Oak Hill and 
Durham as well as East Durham 
and Cornwallville, but residents 
felt their own company was 
needed. A meeting was called 
for the residents of the Oak 
Hill-Durham area; officers were 
elected; and on Dec. 29, 1945, 
corporation papers were filed. 

Street dances and sales were 
held to start the treasury. An 
old barn in Oak Hill next to the 
funeral parlor was located. Mr. 
Brandow donated $1,000 for 
the purchase of the building. 
The first truck, a 1929 Chevro-
let 1-ton cab A chassis, was pur-
chased on the recommendation 
of the first chief, Hyatt Field. 
In 1949, under the direction of 

Chief C. Burton Mattice, who 
held office for 15 years, the 
Oak Hill-Durham Fire Compa-
ny joined the Greene County 
Firemen’s Association.  Charlie 
has served in the County Asso-
ciation as well as the Oak Hill 
Durham company.  

While Charlie is being hon-
ored with this benefit dinner, 
many others have been recog-
nized over the years. I can’t 
name them all, but at a recent 
installation dinner Bruce Bor-
wegen was honored for 60 
years, Walter Wood 50 years, 
Alan Beechert 40 years, Joe 
Thornton 30 years, Bob Haller 
25 years, and Kevin Sattler 10 
years. Bob Haller also earned a 
life membership and received 
his 25-year pin and metal mem-
bership card.

Fire companies and their 
auxiliaries have had suppers, 
lunches, bingo games, hobby 

shows to earn money help build 
fire houses and maintain them. 
They have used their funds 
to send gifts to the sick and 
shut-ins. Donations have been 
made over the years to the Red 
Cross, the Heart Fund, Christ-
mas Seals, March of Dimes, the 
Community Christmas Party for 
the Children, and the Firemen’s 
Home. 

This benefit follows that tra-
dition. It’s also a good opportu-
nity to meet your neighbors and 
enjoy a good meal. For those 
who have moved here in recent 
years and never been to a bene-
fit dinner at a local firehouse, I 
urge you to give it a try.

As I recently read: Who 
needs a big shoutout right now? 
Volunteer firefighters who are 
putting $4.20-plus per gallon of 
gas into their cars just so they 
can show up to your emergency, 
absolutely free.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Many of the members of the company being sworn in for another year. Charlie is in the middle. Connie Whitbeck, the fire chief, and several members of the Sattler family are among the group at 
this ceremony. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO     
Charlie Fremgen has always been someone to be relied upon at all fire com-
pany events. Here he is collecting money at a Snowmobile Breakfast.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The first fire company in the town of Durham was in East Durham.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Oak Hill-Durham trucks are always a welcome sight.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
The first Oak Hill-Durham Fire House was on the Main Street of Oak Hill. 
Today the firehouse is on CR 22 and has much more room.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO     
The Oak Hill Durham Fire Company and Auxiliary. In those days the fire chief was a man. But women have always 
played a role in the company
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By Pat Larsen
For Capital Region Independent Media

Quilts. A true refl ection of passion and 
love for life itself.

The colors of the fabrics and materials 
used to create these works of art are as di-
verse as the beliefs of the people who con-
ceived them. 

Quilt patterns tell us stories and have be-
come beautiful symbols of life and death and 
all that lies in between. Great care goes into 
the creation of these symbols of the times that 
were lived in.

Keeping these artifacts in pristine condi-
tion preserves the hard work and the dedica-
tion offered to complete the project. Within 
each block that is stitched together compris-
ing a top, batten and bottom layer is the de-
sire to build a strong, durable fi nal product 
that will withstand the tests of time. 

Is that still true for how we are living our 
lives in this day and age? 

I thought about some of the frustrations 
we’ve been facing of late and the way in 
which we are mismatched in our dreams and 
goals for the future in this great country of 
ours. The basic tenets of freedom of speech 
and choice and accountability of our actions 
no longer seem to have merit.

Many days are spent in discussion with 
friends and family about limitations and frus-
trations. Fears over issues we have no control 
over, mandates and misinformation make up 
a good part of our concerns for ourselves and 
our futures.

WHAT IF? We took the time, just as those 
who embarked on the making of the quilt did, 
to realize our future from the perspective of 
a beginning (by refl ecting on what “worked” 
before), the preparation and gathering togeth-
er of the materials to create the frame work 

of the life span that the quilt 
(our lives) would become 
and then to consider how all 
of this would make up the fu-
ture prospects of the world we 
would then live in within the 
fi nal product.

I do want to clarify that I 
had intended to write a sep-
arate Part II to the my origi-
nal column of refl ection on 
my personal experience with 
COVID mandates and the 
resulting heart issues and 
surgery. But at this point, as 
restrictions are easing up and the mandates 
and threats to health professionals’ jobs are 
becoming less of a pressing issue, I wanted to 
focus instead on solutions that offer peace of 
mind. I’m sure you want that as well. 

We’re exhausted by the contraindications 
and “science” implications of the headlines 
every day. Those horrifi c stories will be told 
for years to come of the health care workers 
on the front lines. They’ll never be forgotten 
and so we’ll leave those tales for another day.

Before you read on, please understand, 
my offerings below are just that, my own. I 
am using the metaphor of “patching the torn 
quilt” as a loving reminder that what was 
once seemingly perfect of value should be 
preserved, but perhaps in a new way. Your 
solutions among your community, your fam-
ily and your friends might be different, and 
possibly contain contrary ideas from mine, 
and still result in maintaining the integrity of 
your own quilt going forward. 

I offer the following, as my ideas and 
welcome hearing about how you’ll navigate 
repairing your quilt as well.

My thoughts these days as I dare to imag-
ine what the world, my world, will be as the 

dreaded “positive number of 
COVID cases” seems to be 
in decline every single week. 
The word itself “positive” is 
used to represent an entirely 
different meaning. To be posi-
tive meant a degree of certain-
ty that would without ques-
tion result in a good outcome. 
So to begin with, repairing 
my torn quilt will mean shift-
ing to a place of confi dence 
that leaves me believing in the 
best outcome possible no mat-
ter what the situation. 

I feel it also important to review the val-
ues I have built as my foundation throughout 
the years. The framework of my life and how 
I’ve created the pattern of my choices clearly 
has been based on good choices... choosing 
those fabrics that are sturdy and hold up to 
the tests of time.  

Reviewing what I have been willing to 
do to achieve my goals. Recognizing that the 
very threads of my experiences, and my abil-
ity to express how I would present myself to 
the world, was essential so I didn’t contradict 
the pattern of who I am. Emphasis on the pat-
tern of how I put myself together so that the 
inner me matched the outer me. 

There’s always been that back-stitch step 
that was necessary to rethink a wrong direc-
tion taken or a path that wasn’t in alignment 
with the fi nal destination. 

For future considerations I am now taking  
more time to consider how I want to express 
myself more openly, keeping in mind that 
this will help me to move forward to achieve 
my new goals. 

I feel more assured that it is possible to 
move forward to patch the torn quilt that 
represents my life now more than ever. I do 

understand that common sense, compassion 
and kindness mean more now than ever be-
fore. I will forever see agencies that are over-
seeing my well-being as having hidden agen-
das. More than ever, I have decided not to 
just cave in to demands made out of fear and 
chaos, and I will take more time to research 
for myself what the outcome of my own de-
cisions will mean. 

I know what I’m willing to do and not do 
going forward and I’m certain that patching 
my own quilt with my own ideals and beliefs 
will feel much better than ever before. 

Life is a thread of average moments. 
Tears add strength to the fabric and laughter 
is the lockstitch that weaves it into the tapes-
try of one’s life.

“Love deeply. Laugh often.” - Author un-
known (sorry, it’s not me)

Next up, I’m returning to my roots as a 
health and fi tness guru (that even made me 
laugh... but in truth I am). It’s time to get 
back on track and do everything, I mean ev-
erything, you can to get healthier, to improve 
your own immune system, to take into ac-
count that too much sugar is bad for you and 
hydrating your body is good. 

So get ready. Pat’s boots camp is gearing 
up with innovative new ways to motivate you 
to shift the narrative to create the best version 
of yourselves, regardless of your age or when 
you begin this next chapter.

Pat Larsen is a licensed Zumba Dance 
Fitness Instructor. Modifi ed morning class-
es for all abilities and ages on Mondays and 
Thursdays at The Shamrock House, East 
Durham. Pat is a certifi ed hypno-therapist; 
readings and private one-on-one sessions 
available by appointment. Also offering 
guided meditation, group presentations and 
acupressure techniques. You can reach Pat at 
518-275-8686 or Pelarsen5@aol.com.

Patching the torn quilt
Body Mind and Spirit... Connections

Pat Larsen

BODY MIND AND SPIRIT

vasions and a vehicle hijacking,” 
Stanzione said.

Field allegedly led police on 
a high-speed chase, lost control 
of the vehicle he was driving, 
crashed into a tree and was seri-
ously injured, Stanzione said.

The suspect was transported 
to Albany Medical Center and re-
mained there until his release sev-
eral days ago. Field was arraigned 
Sept. 21 at his bedside in the hos-
pital.

“Within the past week, he was 
released from the hospital and 
was taken to Greene County Jail,” 

Nevel said. “Greene County Jail 
brought him to the Catskill state 
police barracks so he could be of-
fi cially processed — fi ngerprinted 
and photographed. He was in the 
hospital since this happened.”

Field was charged in Septem-
ber, but was processed fi ve months 
later, on March 8, in Catskill, Nev-

el said.
“He wasn’t in a position — 

because he was in the hospital — 
where we could fi ngerprint him or 
get his mugshot,” Nevel said.

Field is charged with stabbing 
White in the chest and back. The 
wounds penetrated White’s heart 
and spleen, causing his death, pa-

thologist Dr. Jeffrey Hubbard re-
ported following the autopsy.

Field is also charged with as-
saulting another man, Christopher 
Gere, by stabbing him in the back. 
Gere was treated at Albany Medi-
cal Center and survived, Stanzione 
said.

SUSPECT, from page 1

The club sponsors the pa-
rade each year. This year was 
supposed to be the parade’s 
49th, but the canceled events in 
2020 and 2021 made this year 
the 47th.

Co-chairperson Anne Laf-
ferty was one of the parade’s 
founding members and has been 
organizing it all those years. 
She was glad to see the parade’s 
return this year.

“It’s wonderful to see, after 
two years of not being able to 
have the parade,” Lafferty said. 
“Finally, we were able to have it 
and it felt great.”

Marchers came from across 
Greenville and the county, in-
cluding the sheriff’s office, 
fire companies, an Irish dance 
troupe, Girl Scouts and Boy 
Scouts, the Knights of Colum-
bus Our Lady of Knock Council 
in East Durham, students from 
Scott Ellis Elementary School, 
the Cairo-Durham High School 
marching band and many more.

The green, orange and white 
of Ireland’s flag joined Ameri-
can flags flapping in the breeze, 
while bands played Irish music. 

The holiday is in honor of 
St. Patrick, the patron saint of 
Ireland, Lafferty said.

She and Hayden are both 
strong proponents of making 
sure their native country’s her-
itage and traditions remain 
strong.

“We need to fight to keep the 
Irish heritage alive,” Hayden 
said. “It was great to see so 
many people come out today.”

The parade’s grand mar-
shal this year was Tara Tolan, 
who was originally supposed to 
serve as grand marshal in 2019.

“I was supposed to be the 
grand marshal two years ago 
and it was canceled, so this is 
the first parade we’ve had since 
then,” Tolan said. “It’s amazing 
to have the parade back after 
two years.”

Members of the Greenville 
Irish American Club spend 
months organizing the parade, 
she said.

“For a lot of people, it’s just 
a small hour of marching, but 
we start [organizing] this usual-
ly in January and it’s something 
we look forward to from the 
minute we start,” Tolan said. 
“To be able to do that again and 
to see everybody is just heart 
warming.”

At the parade’s conclusion, 
everyone gathered in front of 
the Greenville Public Library, 
with the national anthems of 

both Ireland and the U.S., along 
with other patriotic songs, per-
formed. Hayden waxed nostal-
gic about the many years the 
parade has taken place.

“It’s so good to see everyone 

here today,” she told the crowd. 
“All the little ones — and some 
of the bigger ones who were 
in carriages when I first start-
ed and now some of them are 
married with little ones of their 

own. It’s amazing to see how 
time flies. I am so happy we are 
all here today.”

Following the ceremony on 
the library’s steps, everyone 

headed over to the cafeteria at 

Scott Ellis Elementary School 

a couple of doors down for re-

freshments and fellowship.

PARADE, from page 1

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The parade offered a celebration of Irish heritage.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The parade’s Irish Colleen, Molly Robertson, right, with Grand Marshal Tara 
Tolan, second row, center, and aides Eileen Bowden and Monica Alfesi.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The American Legion Color Guard was among the groups marching in the St. 
Patrick’s Day parade Saturday in Greenville.MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    

Classic Irish music greeted spectators, who lined Routes 81 and 32 for 
Saturday’s parade.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
The Cairo-Durham High School marching band provided musical entertain-
ment for the parade.

MELANIE LEKOCEVIC/CAPITAL REGION INDEPENDENT MEDIA    
Parade Chairperson Betty Hayden addressed the crowd from the steps of the 
Greenville Public Library after the parade’s conclusion.
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I wanted to thank everyone within the Ravena / Coeymans / 
Selkirk communities for their continued support over the last 
year. It has been di�cult at times but we have managed to get 
through it and provide a helpful community service. We are back 
to regular business hours Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm / Sat 10am - 3pm 
/ Closed on Sundays

Currently, with the volume of bottles and cans we are only 
taking drop o�s - bring in your empties, place them in a designated 
area, we take your name and then give you the earliest time 
frame to come back or any time thereafter to collect your money.
Since opening in July 2018, we have helped raise approximately 
$52,500, which is almost 924,000 bottles/cans for 50 di�erent 
organizations which anyone can donate to.

We look forward to servicing the community in the future. 
If you have any questions regarding operation, donations or 
fundraisers please reach out....

Shane DeCrescenzo

Just Makes Cents
Bottle & Can Redemption Center

518-577-3084
Justmakescents6@gmail.com

2480 US Route 9W, Faith Plaza, Ravena
518-756-9091 • www.HopeFullLifeCenter.org

Helping Harvest
Grocery store for 
families in need!

SNAP, Credit and 
Debit Cards Now Accepted!

OPEN: MON, TUES, 
THURS, SAT 10-2 • WED, FRI 2-6

Building Your Dream Home?

ANNIVERSARY

ANNIVERSARY

Apply online in minutes at nbcoxsackie.com

Serving Greene, Schoharie and Albany Counties
1Pending credit approval. 11% down required. 

Rates and terms may change without notice. NMLS Co ID # 816880

National Bank of Coxsackie can Help
You with a Construction Loan1

•  We’re one of the few lenders that offer it!

•  Only 11% down required with NO PMI

•  Single closing with �exible disbursement schedules

•  No points, application, credit bureau, 
application or inspection fees

•  Competitive rates
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Central Hudson customers have faced 
another hurdle over the past few months, 
Hinchey said, due to a new billing system 
that was implemented in September.

“This is especially dire for Central Hud-
son customers because we were already 
dealing with a failed estimated billing sys-
tem,” Hinchey said. “Central Hudson had 
just switched to an estimated billing sys-
tem and we saw how much of a disaster 
that was, with people not receiving bills, 
with people receiving gross estimations 
that were either signifi cantly below or sig-
nifi cantly over what their bills were, and 
we have actually put in legislation to elim-
inate any estimations from Central Hudson 
moving forward.”

Several state legislators have opened 
a formal investigation into utility compa-
nies, power suppliers and state regulators 
to determine the cause of the suddenly 
spiking utility costs and to avoid a similar 
surge in the future, state Sen. James Skou-
fi s, D-39, said during the forum.

Joe Jenkins, a spokesman for Central 
Hudson, said the sudden price increases 
are due to supply costs and are outside the 
company’s control.

“Most of the price increases that cus-
tomers are seeing in their bill are the result 
of an increase in energy supply costs,” Jen-
kins said. 

Every utility bill is broken down into 
three components — supply charges, 
delivery charges and taxes, Jenkins ex-
plained. 

Delivery charges are the costs that Cen-
tral Hudson charges customers to maintain 
the system and supply cost is the cost 
billed on behalf of third-party vendors that 
supply the energy, Jenkins said.

“Because of a number of regional and 
global factors, in February we saw signifi -
cant spikes in supply prices,” Jenkins said. 
“We saw supply prices raised by more than 
100%, and natural gas prices increased by 
more than a third, so the total billing im-
pact on our customers has been pretty sig-
nifi cant.”

Some bills may have been issued in er-
ror, and if a customer believes that is the 
case, they should contact Central Hudson, 
he said.

“We have received some calls from 
customers who have experienced billing 
errors due to our new billing system, which 
we implemented in September,” Jenkins 
said. “For customers who do think they re-
ceived a bill in error, we are strongly ask-
ing them to reach out to us and speak with 
our customer service representatives who 
will take a look at their bill and if there is 
an error, we will issue credits.”

During the virtual utility rights forum, 
Hinchey urged local residents to let her 
offi ce know if they are having diffi culties 

with their utility bills.
“We are here to be your advocates, 

please call us and let us know. Accurate 
numbers of how many people are facing 
this is important so we can elevate it even 
further,” Hinchey said. “We are in your 
corner to make sure this never happens 
again.”

Representatives from the Public Utility 
Law Project, a 40-year-old not-for-profi t 
public interest law fi rm, outlined the rights 
consumers have when it comes to utilities. 

The rising utility prices fi rst became 
apparent downstate, Richard Berkley, ex-
ecutive director of the group, said.

“We have been working on the bill 
surge since we fi rst saw people calling up 
in New York City about Con Ed and we 
said at the time it was the whole state, and 
unfortunately, we have all found out that is 
correct,” Berkley said.

There are large numbers of New York-
ers who are in arrears on their electric bills, 
said Laurie Wheelock from the Public 
Utility Law Project.

“As of January 2022, we had 1.3 mil-
lion residential energy customers across 
the state that were behind on their bills by 
60 days or more,” Wheelock said. The to-
tal dollar amount in energy arrears in the 
state is $1.74 billion, including $22.8 mil-
lion for Central Hudson customers, Whee-
lock said.

For consumers who are behind on their 
bills, they have rights under the law that 
the utility company has to abide by.

“The utility company can’t just come 
tomorrow and shut you off because you 
haven’t paid your electric and gas bill,” 
Wheelock said. “Under New York state 
law, there are specifi c time rules and notic-
es they have to follow.”

In order to shut power off to a home, 
the customer has to be at least 35 days be-
hind on their electric or gas bill, they have 
to wait until at least 20 days past due be-
fore taking any action, and they must issue 
a fi nal termination notice at least 15 days 
before shut-off, Wheelock said.

Terminations are only allowed between 
Monday and Thursday from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Power cannot be shut off on any Fri-
day or public holiday, on any day the util-
ity’s main offi ce is closed, and during the 
two-week period encompassing the winter 
holidays and New Year’s Day, she added.

In addition to waiting 35 days, the 
company must also try to contact an adult 
resident by telephone or in person at least 
72 hours before the shut-off to see if a 
medical emergency exists, and they must 
try to contact an adult resident at the time 
of shut-off.

UTILITY, from page 1

Representatives of the organizations met at Stop & Shop in 
Ravena to deliver Thanksgiving meals to people.  Each meal fed 
about six people.  Pictured Le� to Right are Kyle Smith, Shop 
‘n Save, Kathy Durivage, RCS High School, Deputy Brian Pa�y, 
Kasey LaBarge, RCS High School, John Barr and Brian Hemlock, 
TCI NY.  

TCI helped the Hope Full Life Center on their Blessing Bag 
Project to feed the hungry in RCS this past holiday season.  
Hope Full Life Center is a charity-run food assistance program 
for struggling families located in Faith Plaza in Ravena.

“Providing extra help continues to be critical as 1 in 7 Americans 
are still uncertain how they will get enough to eat for themselves 
and their families,” said Center Director Rebecca Flach.  “The 
Blessing Bags help the Center get food into the hands of people 
in our community who need it most.”

Contributions from the community and partnerships 
with companies like TCI make it possible. Go to www.
HopeFullLifeCenter.org, or call (518) 756-9091.

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL HOME FOR 60 YEARS!

741 DELAWARE AVENUE, DELMAR, NY 12054

(518) 439-5560
WWW.MEYERSFUNERALHOME.COM

A family owned funeral home, started in 1968 by 
Ben Meyers of Alcove. In recent years taken over by 

his son, Stephen; who lives in Ravena. 

For personal service, flexibility and cost savings on 
your cremation and burial needs. Just 13 miles from 
downtown Ravena. I know people do not like to talk 
to the tax man or funeral director, but if I can be of 

any help at the time of need, please feel free to call.  

Stephen Meyers - Where the name on the sign out 
front matches the guy you talk to.

Burials starting at $2,835
Cremations starting at $995

SHOUT
OUTS!

Shout it out to a 
family member, friend, 

business or group of people.

Message could be an 
I love you, congratulations, 

happy birthday, 
cheer on a team or person.

ADVERTISE ON 
OUR NEW PAGE

for more information
CALL 413.212.0130
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By John Grimaldi
For Capital Region Independent Media

WASHINGTON, D.C. – It turns out 
that you can teach an old dog new tricks. 
Just look at how America’s seniors have 
adopted cellphones, computers and lap-
tops. 

Middle age children of today’s seniors 
may soon start complaining that their 
moms and dads are spending too much 
time online and on their iPhones, said Re-
becca Weber, CEO of the Association of 
Mature American Citizens. 

She noted that the 50-plus set has been 
adopting technology at a steady rate for 
years now, but the COVID pandemic has 
speeded things up. A Pew Research study, 
she pointed out, shows that 73% of the 50 
to 64 set and 45% of Americans 65 and 
older are familiar with and use social me-
dia sites.

Meanwhile, according to the Info-
comm Media Development Authority, a 
2016 survey of seniors 75 years of age 

and older showed that just 11% of them 
were using smart phones and the same 
survey conducted in 2020 showed that 
senior smart phone usage had skyrocket-
ed to 60%. The same survey showed that 
only 8% of 75-plus seniors were familiar 
with and used the Internet in 2016 and by 
2020 46% of super seniors were regularly 
online. 

A lot of research has been conduct-
ed regarding the “hows” and “whys” of 
technology adoption among the elderly, 
according the Journal of Geriatric Mental 
Health. 

They show that, “once their initial re-
sistance of learning new technology was 
overcome, ‘enjoying the experience’ of 
using the mobile phone motivated them to 
use the device. Other contributory factors 
were ‘heightened self-esteem’ when they 
could perform certain chores by them-
selves such as paying bills or buying gro-
ceries or navigating around, and ‘feeling 
secure’ (because of various safety mea-
sures available on the cellphone), as well 

as more realistic, goal-directed outcomes 
such as information retrieval and commu-
nication. In addition, social infl uence or 
subjective norm in the theory of reasoned 
action research also infl uenced the use of 
mobile phones. Other studies too have 
identifi ed different possible motivators 
for senior mobile phone use, including so-
cial infl uence, safety, security, autonomy, 
relatedness, and usefulness.” 

Tiffany Esshaki, who writes for C&G 
Newspapers, reports that older folk have 
been slowly but surely embracing the 
fruits of technology and the pandemic 
helped speed things up for savvy seniors. 

Esshaki cites Molly McElroy, a 
70-year-old resident of Auburn Hills, 
Michigan. According to McElroy, “If you, 
like me, are a senior, which makes you a 
high risk for COVID-19, (social media) is 
how you carry on. You’re already limit-
ed at some level by age, driving less at 
night, and now you’re isolated. Or are 
you? Thanks to my hobbies — indolence 
and the Internet — I hardly feel impacted 

at all.” 
Ageists will tell you that the elderly 

are not capable of navigating the intricate 
pathways of computer and smart phone 
communication. It’s not true. In a scholar-
ly paper by Morgan Van Vleck, a Masters 
Research Fellow in Aging at Harvey A. 
Friedman Center for Aging at Washington 
University, St. Louis, Missouri, argues 
that the use of social media and technol-
ogy by seniors is a welcoming develop-
ment. 

“The growing intergenerational na-
ture of social media has been benefi cial 
in allowing a place for people to build 
relationships based on common interests 
rather than age,” Vleck said. “The future 
of social media is an intergenerational 
one, with the aging population only set to 
increase. Instead of viewing a growing so-
cial media use among older adults as the 
‘death’ of these sites, it should be viewed 
as an avenue for possibility that arises 
when everyone is given a platform.”

The Magic 
Ball Trilogy  
written by Steve Trout, former Yankee player

Buddy the baseball – 
The ball that changed his game, part 6
Last week, Tony got praise from his coach
For dinner that night, instead of fried chicken and mashed potatoes, which 
were his favorites, Tony asked for grilled chicken and carrots.
His mom was surprised by the request, but she knew Tony was going to make a 
change in his lifestyle. She was happy he was the one making the decisions.
A�er supper Tony asked his dad to go for a walk with him. This time the whole 
family went, even their dog. During the walk Tony said how grateful he was that 
all of them came on the walk and that they were all supporting him in his fight 
against diabetes.
“Oh, Tony, we are so proud of you,” his mom said. “We see how hard you want 
to make the change and we are there with you every step of the way.” 
“Without Buddy, none of this would be possible,” Tony said.
“You mean Billy, your teammate, is the key to your success?” his mom asked.
“Well, yes. Him and the ball he gave me, “Buddy,” Tony replied.
“What? A . . . ball?” his dad asked.
Tony said, “It’s sort of a secret, but Billy gave me an old ball he found in a field 
last year that he said had magical powers.”
“Son,” his dad said, “let’s see the ball so we can throw it out, because no ball 
can do that. We can’t let you think your great changes are because a baseball 
has magical powers.”
But Tony made his parents promise not to move Buddy and to leave him alone.
A�er their walk Tony went into the garage and started to jump rope. His 
parents looked at each other and nodded “yes.”
A week went by and Tony lost six pounds. He could feel the change. Having 
Buddy was the reason.
Billy and Tony were at Sonny’s 14th birthday party. Sonny got a new Minecra� 
game, and all his friends were playing in his basement. Billy and Tony, thought, 
weren’t interested in hanging out in the basement and decided to go outside 
and play a game wi�e ball.
From the basement window Sonny looked out and saw them playing. “Hey 
guys. Let’s go out and play wi�e ball with Billy and Tony,” he said.

Sonny’s mom called everyone into the kitchen to 
sing happy birthday and have some cake and ice 
cream. The chocolate cake looked amazing, and 
Tony wanted some with vanilla ice cream, but 
he stayed true to his new way of living. He told 
himself, “Cake and ice cream are not my friends 
anymore.”
Tony quietly asked Sonny’s mom for a bowl of 

fruit along with a small piece of 
chocolate cake.
“Sure, Tony, but last year you ate 
half the cake,” she reminded him.
“Yeah, but that was last year. I’m trying 
to be a better ball player this year.” Then he 
grabbed a handful of his belly fat and smiled.
Once he was home, Tony went up to his room, looked at Buddy, sucked in his 
stomach and raised his arms, as if he were in some kind of fitness competition.
“Yes, you are on the right path,” he heard.
Tony wrote in his journal that Buddy was changing his life. He felt good, and 
baseball was becoming fun. “There’s nothing like hitting the ball over the fence 
and throwing out a runner,” he wrote.
The game that Saturday was a game to remember. Tony took the warm-up 
pitches then stood in front of the plate and yelled out, “Let’s go, guys! Play 
hard!”
The pitcher smiled and yelled back at Tony, “Yeah, let’s go!”
In the first inning, Tony hit a double, beating the throw by a few feet, but almost 
getting tagged out because he didn’t slide. The next batter hit a blooper that 
fell in front of the le� fielder. With Tony taking o� at the crack of the bat, he 
scored on a perfect slide, kicking up dirt in the umpire’s face.
He beat the throw by a foot.
His teammates came running out to hug him.
Tony noticed that he was not even breathing hard. He knew and so did 
everyone else that the “Tank” was becoming a “Jeep.”
He knew Buddy was the reason for all of the changes he was making.
He went to his travel bag to get some sunscreen and pulled out a candy bar.
He laughed and threw the candy bar in the garbage can like he was making 
a slam dunk. He knew there was no going back to the sugar and fat of candy. 
He was now feeling the benefits of good eating, and it felt good. He felt like a 
leader.
The next day Tony looked out his window and saw the rain pouring down. He 
heard a voice, “Rain feels good. Go out and get wet.”
So he grabbed his raincoat, put on his gym shoes and went out for a long walk.
When he got back, he was drenched, but it felt so good.
It was the first time he had ever done something like this. He went to his mom 
and told her “That was the best walk I ever had.”
He checked his blood sugar level and for the first time since being diagnosed, it 
was back to normal.
He looked at Buddy and said, “Thanks. I’m going to give you back to Billy, and 
I hope you can help someone else who might need a little magic in his life. I will 
love you forever for changing my life.”
Then he thought to himself: “No more ‘Tank’ but ‘Tiger.’”

Read the next installment in the next Greenville Pioneer!
SPONSORED BY:

Debra Danner, Catskill Regional Manager
CBPP Greenville Office 11573 State Route 32 Unit 8B Greenville NY 12083 • CBPrime.com • 518-966-4900

Senior use of smart phones, computers and iPads on the rise
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

By Russell Gloor
For Capital Region Independent 
Media

Dear Rusty: I was told that 
I can use Medicare Parts A and 
B as secondary coverage to my 
Medicare Advantage plan. Is 

that true? 
Signed: Puzzled 

Dear Puzzled: Many do not 
understand how the various 
parts of Medicare work, and 
especially how or if “origi-
nal Medicare” (Medicare Part 

A and Part B) interacts with a 
Medicare Advantage plan. 

If you now have a Medicare 
Advantage plan, it is the pri-
vate insurer who provides your 
plan that administers all of your 
health care needs, instead of 
the federal government agency 
that runs Medicare (that federal 
agency is called the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services, 
or CMS).  

Although you must pay 
Medicare Part A and Part B 
premiums to the federal gov-
ernment to obtain a Medicare 
Advantage plan, all your health 
care services are handled by the 
private Medicare Advantage 
plan provider and not by the 
government’s CMS agency. 

When you have an Advan-
tage plan, Medicare Parts A and 
Part B do not act as secondary 
coverage for your Advantage 

plan. You don’t get health care 
services from both because 
when you choose a Medicare 
Advantage plan you are dese-
lecting CMS as the administra-
tor of your health care needs. 

Deciding whether to use 
“original Medicare” to admin-
ister your health care services 
or to use a Medicare Advantage 
plan is always a very personal 
choice. Medicare Advantage 
plans cover almost all the med-
ically necessary services that 
original Medicare covers, al-
though you must generally use 
“in-network” providers to ob-
tain full coverage. But if you 
incur health care expenses that 
are not covered by your Medi-
care Advantage plan, you must 
pay them yourself — federal 
Medicare Parts A and Part B are 
not backup coverage for those 
uncovered health care expens-

es. 
So, what you were told is in-

correct — Medicare Part A and 
Part B do not act as secondary 
coverage to your Medicare Ad-
vantage plan.

This article is intended for 
information purposes only and 
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Securi-
ty Association (NSSA). NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advi-
sory) or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. 

Do Medicare Part A and B back 
up my Medicare Advantage Plan?

Social Security Matters
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By Dr. Billy Holland
For Capital Region Independent Media

Hope is one of those dynam-
ic words that deserves the title of 
catalyst when it comes to change. 
It is a spiritual attribute that God’s 
people should use regularly as it 
is fi lled with life, excitement and 
positive energy. 

Your fi rst reaction to the idea 
of hope may be one of skepticism 
because, you are thinking, it’s 
easy for someone to talk about 
hope when they do not under-
stand what a terrible condition 
my life is in. Well, I may not have 
walked in your shoes, but I know 
that being negative and giving up 
will not make the situation better. 

It’s true that health and fi nan-
cial problems, discouragement, 
fear and family and marital issues 
are very serious problems, but the 
Lord has a special word for you 
today found in Romans 8:31: “If 
God be for us, who can be against 
us?” He knows everything that 
is happening in your life today 
and is waiting for you to place all 
your hope and trust in Him alone. 

He is the God that cannot fail!
Faith is believing in what we 

cannot see and we need hope in 
order to visualize the solution. 
The world is a fearful and unsat-
isfying place without the hope of 
knowing that Jesus is our refuge 
and security.

Apart from the joyful expecta-
tion that comes from the hope of 
heaven, our world cannot provide 
spiritual peace or contentment. 
Hope gives purpose and meaning 
to our lives and inspires our de-

cisions, emotions, and pursuits. 
Hope fi lls us with joy in the midst 
of our trials and fuels our perse-
verance as we press forward in 
God’s strength. 

Listen to Romans 8:24-25: 
“For in this hope we were saved. 
Now hope that is seen is not hope. 
For who hopes for what he sees? 
But if we hope for what we do not 
see, we wait for it with patience.” 

It gives us confi dence to know 
that God not only has the power 
to help us, but also desires to in-
tervene into our circumstances. 
Knowing that Christ is faithful to 
respond to our prayers is a step 
toward being released from the 
bondage of our doubts. 

Hebrews 6:18 reminds us: 
“That by two immutable things, 
in which it was impossible for 
God to lie, we might have a 
strong consolation, who have fl ed 
for refuge to lay hold upon the 
hope set before us.”

When we look up the world’s 
defi nition of hope, it is described 
as “an expectation for a certain 
thing to happen.” Many associate 
hope with wishing, but fantasiz-
ing is a half-hearted whim that 
changes from day to day. 

However, spiritual hope is 
associated with the reality of di-
vine truth! This God kind of hope 
is more than waiting to see who 
wins the ballgame or if the casse-
role will taste good. It is spiritual 
nourishment that empowers the 
attributes of Christ within us and 
is based on who God is and what 
He has promised.

Hope and faith work togeth-
er, as we see in Hebrews Chapter 

11 and verse 1: “Now faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen.” 
Believing is having a vision and 
a dream of anticipation, which 
literally moves the heart of God.

Listen to these words from Dr. 
Norman Vincent Peale: “Hope is 
a dynamic force, a reality fi lled 
with power. It can bring the weak 
back to strength. It can bring the 
sick back to health. It can turn 
failure into success. No wonder 
St. Paul included it as one of the 
three great principals of Christi-
anity: faith, hope and love. What’s 
the condition of hope in your life 
at this very moment? Does it get 
up with you every morning? Does 
it carry you confi dently through 
the day? Is it still there, soothing 
and sustaining you, as you fall 
asleep? That’s what God intend-
ed when he created this shining 
quality and poured it into us at 
birth. If cares, worries, fears and 
discouragement have gained a 
stronghold in your mind, then you 
need to open the windows of your 
soul and allow a strong, fresh 
current of hope to come surging 
through.” 

Yes, sometimes our journey 
takes us through the dark nights 
of the soul where we battle 
against anxiety and discourage-
ment, but we are reminded in Ro-
mans 15:13: “Now may God, the 
source of hope, fi ll you with all 
joy and peace in believing, that 
through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, you may abound in hope.” 

Read more about the Chris-
tian life at billyhollandministries.
com.

Placing our hope and trust in God alone
Living on Purpose

Because you care!
Sometimes, things don’t always work out at home for a child.    
New  York’s Office of Children and Family Services estimates that 130,000

children around the state live with a grandparent, an aunt or uncle, or other
family member. Some even live with close family friends. When a family member
or close family friend assumes the responsibility of caring for a child, that’s called
Kinship Care.       

Perhaps you are a kinship care provider, or know someone who is. If you are,
you do it for all the right reasons. Because you care.  But there’s good news.
St. Catherine’s Center for Children has launched a new program to support
kinship caregivers in Albany, Schenectady, Greene and Ulster Counties. The
program connects caregivers like you to a variety of community and public
support services, providing you with the tools you need to succeed. Want to learn
more? Call us at the number below, or email kinshipcare@st-cath.org

St. Catherine’s Center for Children
40 North Main Avenue, Albany, NY 12203

www.st-cath.org  •  518-453-6700

St-Cath_Kinship Care_6-21_Layout 1  6/30/2021  2:37 PM  Page 1
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear 
from you. Send information about up-
coming events and news to news@

greenvillepioneer.com. 

(We need to have announcements 
at least two weeks in advance.)

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!

By Thomas Christopher
For Capital Region Independent Media

If the pandemic has brought 
us any good besides opportuni-
ties to work from home, it is a 
boom in the sale of seeds, espe-
cially vegetable seeds. 

So rapidly were the seeds 
fl ying off the shelf in 2020 that I 
found many of my usual sourc-
es sold out when I tried to place 
my late winter orders. This re-
versal of a long-term decline in 
seed sales is a very good thing. I 
believe that having experienced 
the advantages of starting a gar-
den from seed, gardeners will 
no longer be content with fi lling 
their plots with whatever they 
fi nd as already-started seedlings 
at the local garden center or big 
box store.

This is not just a matter of 
economics, though starting 
your plants from seed is much 
cheaper than purchasing them 
as seedlings. The bigger distinc-
tion lies in the variety of plant 
types available to the gardener. 
The retailers of seedlings must 
focus on a limited number of 
best sellers. Seed catalogs, in 
contrast, offer an almost endless 
array of choices. 

My favorite tomato seed 
source, appropriately named To-
mato Growers Supply (https://
tomatogrowers.com/), sells 
more than 380 different vari-
eties of tomatoes alone (it also 
sells an intriguing selection 
of other seeds from peppers to 
eggplants and watermelons). 
This assortment of tomatoes 
may seem excessive, but it re-
ally isn’t. Aside from catering 
to all the different tastes, from 
tart or sweet, this broad selec-
tion ensures that there are toma-
to types suited to every possible 
situation from those with long, 
warm, and sunny growing sea-
sons, to my own chilly, cloudy, 
short-seasoned New England 

hilltop. 
In the years that I was lazy 

and contented myself with to-
mato seedlings from the nurs-
ery, I got only a meager harvest 
because those seedlings were 
chosen from varieties that thrive 
in more average conditions. 

Likewise, my go-to source 
of lettuce seed, Johnny’s Se-
lected Seeds (https://www.john-
nyseeds.com/), offers not just a 
couple of generic industry stan-
dards, but rather a smorgasbord 
of differently adapted types. I 
can opt for cultivars that per-
form best in the chilly weather 
of spring, types that are slower 
to go to seed in the warmer days 
of summer, even lettuces that 
are ideal for a fall crop. And 
there are bibb, oakleaf, butter-
crunch, romaines, and loose-
leafs, greens to make every kind 
of salad.

I also enjoy the process of 
starting seeds as a kick-off to 

my gardening year. In most cas-
es, I start the seeds indoors, in 
trays of seed-starting mix lined 
up under fl uorescent or LED 
lights in my basement. 

Windowsills, I have found, 
rarely furnish enough light for 
healthy seedling growth, and the 
ambient temperature tends to 
range from too cold to too hot, 
depending on the time of day. 
I’ve found a mixture of “cool” 
and “warm” lights suspended 
2 inches to 4 inches above the 
seedling’s tops work well. In the 
past, I’ve relied on 4-foot fl uo-
rescent tubes, but I am transi-
tioning to LED fi xtures because 
of their energy savings and be-
cause fl uorescents contain toxic 
mercury.

I must confess to one envi-
ronmentally questionable prac-
tice. I long ago gave up the use 
of peat in my gardening. The 
bogs from which it is harvested 
are ravaged by the process. The 

Canadian producers claim that 
sphagnum peat is a renewable 
resource if stripped from the 
bogs at a moderate rate, but I am 
dubious about the truth of that. 

Nevertheless, I do start my 
seeds in peat-based, soil-less 
mixes designed for this purpose. 
Sphagnum peat is naturally an-
tiseptic – it was used for ban-
daging wounds in World War I 
¬– and I have found that seed-
lings planted in a peat-based 
mix are much less susceptible to 
diseases. In particular, it seems 
to ward off a fungal disease 
of young seedlings, “damping 
off,” that was my nemesis when 
I used to use soil and com-
post-based mixes. 

As a result, I still indulge in 
a bale of some “peat-lite” mix 
every spring, although I have 
switched to alternative sourc-
es of organic materials such as 
compost and manure to enrich 
my garden beds.

There are all sorts of prag-
matic reasons for starting your 
garden from seed. For me, how-
ever, the greatest reward is not 
in the practicalities, but in the 
sense of magic that is evoked by 
watching the tiny shoots emerg-
ing from the trays of seed-start-
ing mixes. 

That is a miracle which, for 
me, never grows old. It recon-
nects me to the sense of wonder 
that originally attracted me to 
gardening more than 50 years 
ago. Planting seeds never fails 
to make me feel young, and 
hopeful, once again.

Be-a-Better-Gardener is a 
community service of Berkshire 
Botanical Garden, located in 
Stockbridge, MA. Its mission, to 
provide knowledge of gardening 
and the environment through 
a diverse range of classes and 
programs, informs and inspires 
thousands of students and visi-
tors each year. Thomas Christo-
pher is a volunteer at Berkshire 
Botanical Garden and is the au-
thor or co-author of more than 
a dozen books, including Na-
ture into Art and The Gardens 
of Wave Hill (Timber Press, 
2019). He is the 2021 Garden 
Club of America’s National 
Medalist for Literature, a dis-
tinction reserved to recognize 
those who have left a profound 
and lasting impact on issues 
that are most important to the 
GCA. Tom’s companion broad-
cast to this column, Growing 
Greener, streams on WESUFM.
org, Pacifi ca Radio and NPR 
and is available at his website, 
https://www.thomaschristopher-
gardens.com/podcast.

Starting from seed

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Starting vegetable plants from seed is much cheaper than purchasing them as seedlings, but the biggest distinction 
lies in the variety of plant types available to the gardener.

Be A Better Gardener
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
e�ciency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% �nancing to credit quali�ed

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/

Real, Reputable, 
Trusted. Your News 
Media.

www.newsmediaalliance.org 

THIS PUBLICATION 
SUPPORTS REAL 
NEWS.

THE PUBLIC NEEDS THE TRUTH;
NOT SOCIAL MEDIA HEADLINES & FAKE NEWS.

#SupportRealNews
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innovative newspaper 
reaches new heights!

SUBCRIBE today CALL 413.212.0130

The Largest Paid 
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in Greene County!

DEC, volunteers prepare 
for annual salamander and 

frog migration 
Throughout the Hudson Val-

ley, community volunteers are 
getting out their fl ashlights, 
refl ective vests and raingear in 
anticipation of annual amphib-
ian breeding migrations, which 
typically begin in mid-March, 
the New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) announced recently. 

Volunteers will document 
the migration and help salaman-
ders and frogs as part of DEC’s 
Amphibian Migrations and 
Road Crossings Project.

“The Hudson Valley has re-
markable amphibian diversity 
and during this time of year, 
road mortality poses a signif-
icant threat to the salamanders 
and frogs migrating from forests 
to vernal pools for breeding,” 
said DEC Commissioner Ba-
sil Seggos. “DEC is grateful to 
the dedicated volunteers ready 
to assist amphibians attempting 
road crossings during their an-
nual migration. I encourage all 
New Yorkers and visitors trav-
eling the state’s roads to be on 
the lookout for these vulnerable 
amphibians and the dedicated 
volunteers keeping them safe.”

Now in its 14th year, DEC’s 
Amphibian Migrations and 
Road Crossings Project was 
initiated by the Hudson River 
Estuary Program and Cornell 
University to raise awareness 
about critical amphibian habi-
tat, engage volunteers to help 
collect data on the annual mi-
gration, and reduce amphibian 
road mortality. 

More than 800 volunteers 
have participated in the effort 
since 2009, and helped move an 
estimated 27,390 salamanders, 
frogs and toads safely across 
roads.

In the coming weeks, as tem-
peratures rise and snow melts, 
forest species like wood frog 
(Lithobates sylvatica), spotted 
salamander (Ambystoma mac-
ulatum), and Jefferson-blue 
spotted salamander complex 
(Ambystoma jeffersonianum x 
laterale) will emerge from un-
derground winter shelters and 
head to vernal pools for breed-
ing. 

Vernal pools are small, tem-
porary wetlands in the forest 
that are critical breeding habitat 
for these amphibians. The pools 
hold water until summer, so the 
adult amphibians must gather, 
breed and deposit eggs early 
enough to ensure their aquat-
ic young can hatch, grow and 
leave the pools before they dry 
up.

The timing of migration is 
weather-dependent and in the 
Hudson Valley, with concen-
trated activity on the fi rst warm, 
rainy nights in March, after the 
ground has thawed and night air 
temperatures remain above 40 
degrees Fahrenheit. The suit-
ability of migration conditions 
varies throughout the Hudson 
River estuary watershed, but 
when it’s just right, there can 
be explosive “big night” migra-
tions with hundreds of amphibi-
ans on the move. 

On their journeys between 
forest habitat and breeding 
pools, these amphibians often 
need to cross roads, where mor-
tality can be high even when 
traffi c is low.

Project volunteers document 
road locations where they ob-
serve migrations in the Hudson 
Valley, record weather and traf-
fi c conditions, and identify and 
count the amphibians on the 
move. Volunteers also carefully 
help the amphibians to safely 
cross roads. 

Since the project started, 
volunteers have documented 20 
species and counted 32,500 live 
amphibians, as well as nearly 
14,000 migrating amphibians 
killed by passing vehicles. Spe-
cies reported most frequently 
during migration nights include 
spotted salamander, wood frog, 
and spring peeper (Pseudacris 
crucifer). 

To a lesser degree, volun-
teers have also observed Jef-
ferson-blue spotted salamander 
complex and four-toed salaman-
der (Hemidactylium scutatum), 
species of conservation concern 
in New York.

Safety is critical, and proj-
ect volunteers are expected to 
take all necessary precautions. 
Volunteers are advised to wear 
refl ective safety vests and head-
lamps to increase visibility on 
dark roads, and should not inter-
fere with passing vehicles. Am-
phibian safety is also import-
ant, and frogs and salamanders 
should only be handled with 
care and clean hands, free of 
hand sanitizer, lotion, and other 
substances that can be toxic to 
amphibians’ porous skin.

For more information, in-
cluding a short video about am-
phibian migrations, visit DEC’s 
website, dec.ny.gov. DEC held a 
virtual training for volunteers in 
February with 105 participants. 
New Yorkers interested in vol-
unteering to participate in this 
annual event are encouraged to 
watch a series of training videos 
on YouTube and read the Volun-
teer Handbook (PDF).

In addition, potential volun-
teers can access a recording of 
the training and use materials 
available on the project website 
to learn more, including where 
groups in the Hudson Valley are 
helping to organize local vol-
unteers. Anyone interested in 
receiving project updates and 
news about the migration can 
subscribe to the project e-news-

letter through DEC Delivers.
DEC supports programs like 

the Amphibian Migration and 
Road Crossings Project to ed-
ucate people about the impor-
tance of wetlands and healthy, 
connected forests, and encour-
age proactive conservation 
planning. These habitats are car-
bon storage and sequestration 
powerhouses, making them an 
invaluable tool in New York’s 
nation-leading fi ght against cli-
mate change. The program is 
also critical for maintaining the 
state’s rich diversity of plants 
and animals, and especially the 
vernal pool breeding amphib-
ians that are of conservation 
concern throughout their North-
east range.

Project volunteers are en-
couraged to use the hashtag 
#amphibianmigrationhv in their 
photos and posts on social me-
dia.

COURTESY OF DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION    
Volunteers across the region are helping amphibians safely cross roads 
during their breeding migration.

NEW BALTIMORE — 
Spring is almost here and so 
are the eels! 

Help protect this criti-
cal species. Volunteers can 
assist in the Department of 
Environmental Conserva-
tion’s spring 2022 study on 
streams from New York City 
to Albany County. Locally, 
the agency is looking for 
volunteers willing to help 
out at the Hannacroix Creek 
in New Baltimore.

The project requires 
mostly outdoor fi eld work 
from late March through 
May, with very fl exible 
schedules. Participants gain 
valuable fi eld experience, 
study important species in 
the living environment, and 
work with their local com-
munities. 

American eels (Anguilla 
rostrata) are migratory fi sh 
that are hatched in the Atlan-
tic Ocean and enter rivers as 

tiny “glass eels” each spring. 
The species is in decline 
over much of its range, and 
baseline studies are needed 
for conservation. 

Teams of scientists, vol-
unteers and students collect 
glass eels using a net on sev-
eral Hudson River tributar-
ies. Juvenile fi sh are count-
ed, weighed and released to 
better habitat upstream, of-
ten above dams. 

To volunteer at the Han-
nacroix Creek site in New 
Baltimore, email or call 
Kelsey West of CCE Colum-
bia-Greene at kjw228@cor-
nell.edu or by calling 518-
622-9820 x112. 

For all other locations 
email Sarah Mount of the 
New York State Department 
of Environmental Conser-
vation at sarah.mount@dec.
ny.gov or call 845-889-4745 
x106.

Eel project 
volunteers 

wanted

FILE PHOTO    
Glass eels are the subject of a volunteer project at the Hannac-
roix Creek in New Baltimore and other Hudson River tributaries.

Crossroads Ford
We are locally-owned & operated & our sta� is customer-friendly with no 

pressure, so you can make the best decision for your next vehicle purchase.

518-756-4000 • 2351 Rt. 9W Ravena, NY • (Just 10 miles South of Albany)

FORD BRONCO 
SPORT BIG BEND

FORD BRONCO FORD BRONCO FORD BRONCO FORD BRONCO FORD BRONCO FORD BRONCO FORD BRONCO FORD BRONCO 
1 available

FORD EDGE

5 available

FORD F-150
3 available 3 available

FORD RANGER

ALERT!
These
NEW 

VEHICLES
just landed 
& WON’T
last long!

2016 NISSAN ROGUE S
AWD 4dr Crossover, 

Power Windows/ Locks/
Mirrors, A/C Climate 

Control, Automatic, AUX 
Input,   94,699 Miles.

$17,245 STK#  U11221T

Work Truck, 4x4, 4dr 
Double Cab, Power 
Windows/Locks, FLEX Fuel, 
4.3L V6, Auto, Bed Liner, 
Tow Package, 89,127 Miles.

$29,995

2016 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 

STK#  U11207T 

$33,990

2.0L I4, Auto., AWD, 
4Dr., SUV, Alloy Wheels, 
Great Tires, Leather Inte-
rior, Pano Moonroof, Full 
Power, 84,021 Miles.
$35,995

2018 VOLVO XC90 MOMENTUM

STK#  U11244T

2020 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT WAGON XLT
4dr, LWB PASSENGER 

Mini Van, Dual 
Sliding Doors, Power 

Windows/Locks/
Mirrors, 40,886 Miles.

STK#  U11306T 

11
68

67
_4
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