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COVID-19 death toll 
could reach 240,000

See page 9

We hope you and your fami-
ly are staying healthy and well. 
News about COVID-19 is chang-
ing every day. We do our best to 
ensure that what you read here 
in our print edition is the most 
current information available. 
Please understand that some 
news, particularly the number 
of people affected, has undoubt-
ably changed since we sent this 
paper to the printing presses. We 
encourage you, if possible, to 
visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/greenvillepioneer 
where we are sharing breaking 
news, closings and cancelations. 

To our readers,

Thank you, 
The Greenville Pioneer

By Melanie Lekocevic
Courtesy Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―
Everyone is aware by now 
of mandates to practice so-
cial distancing, hand hygiene 
and other ways of preventing 
transmission of the coronavi-
rus, but here’s a possible dan-
ger you may not have thought 
of — spreading the virus 
through your trash.

Trash disposal was deemed 
an “essential” service by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo when he put 
strict regulations in place in 
the battle against COVID-19. 
But waste-disposal experts say 
there are risks if garbage is not 
handled and packaged proper-
ly — and that is a concern for 
them.

In Greenville, the town 
recycling center is open, but 
with limited hours. Town res-
idents needing to dispose of 
trash or recyclables can stop 
by the center from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday and Sat-
urday only.

Mary Barbato, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-

nications for Carmen Barbato, 
Inc., a waste disposal company 
serving Greene, Columbia and 
Berkshire counties, said there 
are things everyone should be 
doing to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus through the 
trash.

People who are infected, or 
may be, are asked to take ex-
tra precautions to protect both 
sanitation workers and the 
community at large, Barbato 
said.

“If you have the corona-
virus or suspect you do, we 
ask that you don’t put your 
garbage out until a week after 

you have been cleared by your 
doctor,” she said.

But everyone is asked to 
take steps to prevent possible 
transmission, infected or not.

“To keep our drivers and 
the community safe, we ask 
that households please make 

sure they are bagging all 
garbage so it makes it to its 
destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes,” said 
company owner Carmen Bar-
bato Jr. “As we know, the virus 
remains on household garbage 
for days, depending on the 
carrier material. For that rea-
son, together we need to mini-

mize the amount of ‘touch’ our 
drivers have on garbage.”

When putting your trash to-
gether for disposal, you should 
double bag it and make sure it 
fi ts securely in your trash can. 
There should be no loose gar-
bage, no loose tissues or paper 
towels included with recycla-
bles, and trash cans should not 
be overfl owing. Drivers will 
only collect trash that is stored 
in the tote, Carmen Barbato 
said.

All recyclables should also 
be rinsed clean, and all liq-
uids should be emptied before 
being placed in the garbage. 
Customers are asked to wear 
gloves when handling their 
trash cans, and sanitize them 
regularly.

“People are not bagging 
their garbage — there are loose 
things like tissues and paper 
towels in with recyclables,” 
Mary Barbato said. “That is 
not sanitary, and it doesn’t be-
long with recyclables. People 
are overstuffi ng their totes — 
please refrain from doing that, 
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Trash is a possible danger when it comes to spreading COVID-19.

Trash can pose 
COVID-19 risk

See TRASH, page 10

Schools 
remain 
closed

By Andrea Macko
Greenville Pioneer

GREENVILLE—Schoo l s 
will remain closed statewide 
through mid-April and the state’s 
fi rst temporary hospital was 
completed in New York City on 
Friday as New York remains the 
nation’s epicenter for the novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Schools will now remain 
closed statewide through April 
15. Schools across New York 
were ordered closed March 18 
through April 1 to be reassessed 
every two weeks. The state’s 
waiver was extended for school 
districts to receive state aid with-
out holding physical classes for 
180 days. 

During this time, schools are 
still required to provide continu-
ity of instruction, meals for stu-
dents and information on avail-
able childcare resources

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier,” 
said Greenville Central School 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland. “When the District 
receives additional guidance 
concerning the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, we will be able 
to share more details and answer 
additional questions, including 
those surrounding spring break, 
grading, and other regulatory 
requirements. We recognize the 
diffi culties faced by our students 
and families and ask for patience 
during these unprecedented 
times.”

“Our teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families have done an 
amazing job working together to 
keep our students engaged while 
schools are closed. Our caring 
community inspires me with 
their dedication to our students 
and families,” Sutherland added.

“We understand the challeng-
es the school closure creates for 
families. Hopefully, this extend-
ed

closure will help keep our stu-
dents and community healthier as 
we look forward to getting past 
this pandemic and getting back 
to our normal routines,” said 
Cairo-Durham Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Wetherbee. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents who have done such an 
amazing job working together to 
keep educating our community’s 
children while school is closed,” 
Wetherbee added. “The innova-
tive ways teachers and staff have 
used to teach, the commitment 
our students have demonstrated 

See SCHOOLS, page 10

By Nora Mishanec
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

GREENE COUNTY―A 
proposed budget amend-
ment that would cut local 
voices out of the solar per-
mitting process is moving 
forward despite pushback 
from Greene and Columbia 
county officials.

Negotiations are con-
tinuing on the proposed 
changes to siting solar and 
wind energy, known as the 
Accelerated Renewable 
Energy Growth and Com-
munity Benefit Act, said 
Jordan Levine, deputy com-
munications director for the 
energy and environment in 
the office of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“It is impossible to say 

if anything outside the 
normal will get done, but 
renewable energy siting is 
still on the table,” he said.

Since the budget amend-
ment was announced on 
Feb. 21, local officials have 
warned that changing so-
lar siting laws to abolish 
the existing review process 
would violate home rule 
and diminish local author-
ity over land use.

“We would be powerless 
against the state if it pass-
es,” said Coxsackie Town 
Supervisor Rick Hanse.

“We are at the mercy 
of the state whether they 
take it out of the budget, 

and should it pass, the state 
will have complete authori-
ty to override town zoning 
laws,” he said. “If you take 
away a town’s right to have 
charge of zoning, you have 
taken away a good portion 
of the town’s reason to ex-
ist.”

Hanse said local offi-
cials have been lobbying 
lawmakers to debate the 
proposed amendment sep-
arate from budget negotia-
tions, a move supported by 
state Sen. Daphne Jordan, 
R-43.

Changes to the solar sit-
ing process do not belong 
in the state budget, Jordan 

Act would abolish local voice 
in solar review process

Greenville Recycling Center reduces hours

Find the perfect color for any room in your 
home with Ben Moore’s tools! Get started at:
www.GNHlumber.com/PickColor

Greenville • Windham 
www.GNHlumber.com

“To keep our drivers and the community safe, we ask 
that households please make sure they are bagging all 

garbage so it makes it to its destination, and refrain from 
overfl owing your totes. As we know, the virus remains on 

household garbage for days, depending on the carrier 
material. For that reason, together we need to minimize 

the amount of ‘touch’ our drivers have on garbage.”
— CARMEN BARBATO JR., OWNER OF CARMEN BARBATO, INC.

O�  cials are 
concerned that the 
proposed changes 

could accelerate the 
development of solar 
farms across Greene 

and Columbia 
counties, including 

Hecate Energy’s 
proposed 700-acre 

facility in Copake and 
the Flint Mine solar 

project in Coxsackie.
See SOLAR, page 10

Local activist renews calls to amend Child Victims Act
By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

NEW BALTIMORE — Child 
victims activist Gary Greenberg 
is fi ghting to amend legislation he 
championed through the state Leg-
islature and pushing for additional 
changes like a victims’ fund.

Greenberg, of New Baltimore, 
fought for years for passage of the 
Child Victims Act, which was en-
acted in 2019 and allowed victims 
of child sexual abuse to fi le civil 
lawsuits against their abusers, no 
matter when the alleged abuse took 
place, under a lookback window, 
which closed in August 2021.

But while there are thousands 
of potential legal cases statewide, 
many victims have not been able to 
get justice, Greenberg said in a vir-
tual panel held Feb. 23.

“The Child Victims Act, while 
it has been a success, has had some 
loopholes in it,” Greenberg said. 
“Not all victims who wanted to fi le 

a claim could fi le a claim. Many 
victims — and I have heard from 
hundreds of them personally — 
went to a lawyer asking for help, 
for them to take their case, and they 
were asked, does your case involve 
an institution or does your abuser 
have money? If they said no to both, 
then automatically the answer was 
sorry, we can’t help you.”

There are thousands of child 
sexual abuse cases fi led under the 
legislation around New York state, 
but many more that have not.

“We have 10,000 cases fi led, 
but there are thousands of victims 
out there over the last 50 years that 
thought they were going to get jus-
tice and healing under the Child 
Victims Act lookback, that have not 
gotten justice,” Greenberg said.

Greenberg proposed a state fund 
through local district attorney’s of-
fi ces that would provide fi nancial 
assistance for legal fees, medical 
treatment, therapy and other needs 

of abuse survivors, but the fund was 
rejected by both political parties in 
the state Legislature, he said.

Cases that have been fi led in 
court have also seen delays and 
nonresponsive defense attorneys 
who are dragging the cases through 
the system, Greenberg alleged.

“There is a lot of frustration 

among victims,” he said. “There are 
cases that are just sitting there.”

Panelist Tracy Fichter said she 
attempted to get an attorney to rep-
resent her in a case against a school 
district where she says she was 
abused.

“I was very excited, for lack of 
a better term, when the Child Vic-
tims Act was passed,” Fichter said. 
“Finally, victims were going to get 
their day in court, whether it was 
me or others. I started calling attor-
neys and I talked to them for about 
an hour. I told them my story — and 
I did this three or four times — and 
each one rejected my case. Not only 
did they reject my case, but I felt 
like I was a little bit revictimized 
each time I had to tell my story and 
they said no.”

School districts do not have 
enough money to make the case 
profi table for an attorney, she said.

Greenberg told Fichter he has 
heard similar reports from many 

others.
“I have heard your story from 

so many victims and it’s not easy 
for you to go to a lawyer you have 
never met and to tell your story and 
then have that lawyer reject you,” 
Greenberg said. “But I give you a 
lot of credit to come out and speak 
out and try to help other victims like 
you.”

The fund he has proposed 
would help survivors like Fichter 
pay for an attorney to get their day 
in court, he added, along with pay-
ing for medical and mental health 
expenses following abuse.

The ramifi cations of child sexu-
al abuse can impact the survivor the 
rest of their life, Fichter said.

“It’s not just how long you 
were abused — it is a lifetime of 
healing,” Fichter said. “It is mental 
health treatment, it is therapy, it is 
broken relationships. There is so 
much more to being a victim than 
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Utility bills 
on the 

rise again
See page 6

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — The board 
of education is eyeing a school 
budget of nearly $33.7 million 
for the Greenville Central School 
District.

District offi cials presented the 
program component of the prelim-
inary budget, which is still being 
fi netuned, at the Feb. 28 meeting 
of the board of education.

The 2021-22 budget that 
was approved by voters last year 
stands at $32,886,167, and the 
preliminary budget now in the 
works for the coming academic 
year is $33,685,615, which rep-
resents an increase of $799,449, 
or 2.43% compared to this year’s 
budget.

In January, district offi cials 
outlined the rollover budget, 
which refl ects the current budget 
and — assuming no programming 
or staffi ng levels are changed — 
increases that are expected, such 
as contractual costs, salaries, 
health insurance and retirement 
contributions.

Since January, offi cials have 
been meeting with faculty and 
staff to determine what changes 
should be made to the rollover 

budget.
“Over the course of a few 

weeks in between I have received 
the budget requests from every-

body and right now we are looking 
at a 2022-23 preliminary budget 
of $33,685,615, which is an in-
crease of $286,743, or a 0.87% in-
crease since the rollover budget,” 
Budget Offi cial Janet Maassmann 
said. “This also is an increase of 
$799,448, or 2.43%, from the 
budget that we are in now.”

District Superintendent Tam-
my Sutherland said there are still 
some fi nancial details coming in 
that could change the bottom line.

Adjustments made to the roll-
over budget include expenses for 
BOCES services, which have 
been solidifi ed; occupational ther-
apy; a communication specialist; 
additional clerical hours to support 
several administrators; increased 
inter-fund transfers to capital for 
building improvements; staff re-
tirements; and costs for health in-
surance premiums.

The district is looking to add 
a line to the budget for a com-
munication specialist, either by 
contracting out through BOCES 
a couple of days a week or hiring 
from within.

“This is something we have 
talked about for years,” Suther-
land said. “In fact, we had it many, 

See BUDGET, page 15

FILE PHOTO    
Voters will have the chance to vote on the next school budget when they 
head to the polls in May.

Gary Greenberg

FILE PHOTO    
District officials are fine tuning the preliminary budget for the 2022-23 school year.

BOE eyes nearly 
$33.7M school budget

Senior tax 
exemption 

faces 
hurdles

See TAX, page 11

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — Local offi -
cials are pushing to raise the limit 
of senior property tax exemptions 
to account for a larger-than-usual 
Social Security increase this year.

Town Assessor Gordon Ben-
nett asked the town board at its 
Feb. 21 meeting for permission 
to champion a state bill that 
would raise the income limit in 
accordance with a 5.9% increase 
seniors and disabled individuals 
received in their Social Security 
payments.

The state determines how 
high a municipality can raise the 
limit. Some seniors are already 
being priced out of the property 
tax exemption — which reduces 
their county, town and school tax-
es by a percentage based on their 
household income — even be-
fore the Social Security increases 
are accounted for, Bennett said.

“We have already gone to the 
highest level that we can go,” 
Bennett said. “Also, knowing that 
some seniors are already having 
reduced tax savings because of 
cost-of-living increases from So-
cial Security and other retirement 
sources, the increases for 2022 
were larger than any in recent 
years and will certainly further 
reduce savings when those in-
creases are used to calculate the 
2022 income for next year’s ex-
emptions.”

There is a bill in the state Leg-
islature that would raise the lim-
it, but the effort appears to have 
stalled, Bennett said.

He asked the town board to 
adopt a resolution clearing the 
way for him to champion the bill 
with state offi cials. 

“Two years ago, we raised 
the limit to the maximum that we 
can raise it, so every time there 
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MARCH 2022
12 - Qigong at Cairo Public Library, 
10-11 a.m., 15 Railroad Avenue, Cairo. 
Qigong is a movement, breathing and 
meditation technique that can be done 
sitting or standing.
12 - Webinar: “Rain Gardens and Bio-
diversity” program, 10 a.m., offered by 
Mountain Top Arboretum. Preregister 
at www.mtarboretum.org.
12 - “CREATE: Winter Worlds” member 
show closing reception, 4-6 p.m., at 
The Catskill Gallery, 398 Main Street, 
Catskill. Face masks are required.
14 - Varsity/junior varsity sports begin 
at Greenville Central School District.
14 - Greenville Board of Education 
business meeting, 6 p.m., Middle/High 
School library, 4976 Route 81, Green-
ville.
15 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., 7309 Route 81, East Durham.
16 - Elliott House Thrift Shop opens for 
2022 season, weather permitting. Lo-
cated in the former Powell Store, next to 
the United Methodist Church on Route 
81, Norton Hill. Shop is open Wednes-
days and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., and 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Sundays.
16 - Cairo Town Board workshop meet-
ing, 7 p.m., Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo. 
16 - Greene County Legislature meet-
ing, 6:30 p.m., 411 Main Street, Catskill.
17 - Town of Durham’s St. Patrick’s Day 
corned beef dinner, 4-7 p.m., Black-
thorne Resort, East Durham. Cost is 
$15. Takeout available.
17 - 4-H Public Speaking Series, 5:30-
7:30 p.m., Cairo Public LIbrary, 15 Rail-
road Avenue, Cairo. Open to youth ages 
8-18. Register online at CCEColumbia-
Greene.org/events or contact Emily 
Warrington at 518-828-3346 ext. 209.

18 - Clematis Garden Club of Greenville 
holds first meeting of the season, 1 
p.m., at American Legion Hall, 54 Maple 
Avenue, Greenville. 
18 - Superintendent’s Conference Day 
at Greenville Central School District. No 
school.
18 - Superintendent’s Conference Day 
at Cairo-Durham Central School Dis-
trict. No school.
19 - Qigong at Cairo Public Library, 
10-11 a.m., 15 Railroad Avenue, Cairo. 
Qigong is a movement, breathing and 
meditation technique that can be done 
sitting or standing.
19 - Modified spring sports begin at 
Greenville Central School District.
20 - Sunday Salon: “Indians in the Land-
scape: Painting Over Indigenous Sov-
ereignty in the 19th Century,” 2 p.m., at 
Thomas Cole’s New Studio, 218 Spring 
Street, Catskill. Free admission, sug-
gested donation of $12.
20 - Take-out corned beef dinner, 3:30-
6 p.m., at Our Lady of the Valley park-
ing lot on Chestnut Street in Middle-
burgh. Complete dinner, cooked by the 
Knights of Columbus, includes corned 
beef, cabbage, potatoes and carrots, 
along with soda bread, from Under the 
Nose. Cost is $14. All profits will sup-
port the Special Olympics.
21 - Greenville Town Council meeting, 7 
p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 
32, Greenville. 
22 - Parents as Partners webinar series 
No. 8, Greenville Central School District. 
Help your child learn to manage strong 
emotions; be able to recognize the 
physical warning signs and know how 
to regulate the body in order to man-
age strong emotions such as anger, 
guilt, sadness and elation. To register 
email kristen@buildingbetterfuturesllc.
com to request a Zoom link and pass-
word. If you are unable to attend live, 

request the link so you can watch the 
recording of the live webinar, which 
will be available through June.
29 - Brooks chicken BBQ from 3-6 p.m. 
or until sold out at the Gazebo on the 
corner of Routes 81 and 32 in Green-
ville. Full chicken dinner includes half 
a chicken, baked potato, coleslaw, roll 
and butter for $15. Partial dinner is half 
a chicken for $8. Please bring your own 
take-out bag if you’ll need one. To ben-
efit the Greenville Library and Friends 
of the Greenville Library. 

APRIL 2022
4 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., at 
Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main Street, Cairo.
4 - Sunday Salon: Cole Fellows’ Research 
Presentations, 2 p.m. at Thomas Cole’s 
New Studio, 218 Spring Street, Catskill. 
Admission is free with suggested do-
nation of $12. All visitors must provide 
proof of vaccination and wear a face 
covering indoors.
5 - Durham Town Board workshop 
meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
6 - Greenville Town Planning Board 
meeting, 7 p.m., at Pioneer Building, 
11159 Route 32, Greenville.
7 - Cairo Planning Board meeting, 
7 p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
9 - Program: “Plants for Birds: Creating a 
Year-Round Garden Habitat,” free webi-
nar by Mountain Top Arboretum. Regis-
ter at mtarboretum.org/events.
18 - Greenville Town Council meeting, 7 
p.m., at Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 
32, Greenville.
19 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 
p.m., 7309 Route 81, East Durham.
20 Cairo Town Board workshop meet-
ing, 7 p.m., at Cairo Town Hall, 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.

We strive to inspire our diverse, 
well-rounded work force and manage-

ment team to always perform at the 
highest levels of safety 

and professionalism. We deliver 
service by maintaining a reputation 
where our unquestionable Values of 

honesty and integrity drive our actions 
on and o�  the job.
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
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Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

To have your organiza-
tion’s events added to our 

calendar, please enter them 
online at www.greenvillepi-

oneer.com
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.

Better TV  
Our Promise to You

Offer expires 7/15/20. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Smart HD DVR included.

AMERICA’S TOP 120

Great entertainment 
with a local touch.

190 $5999/mo.
Channels

HI-TECH ADVISERS
(888) 729-4907

Document Ref: IQM9L-BLADW-UE84B-PAVJK Page 5 of 5
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OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.
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Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available
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By Sarah Trafton
Courtesy of Columbia-Greene Media

PRATTSVILLE—Amid the 
public health crisis wrought by 
COVID-19, the county’s fifth fly-
car joined the system Monday.

Adding the paramedic vehicle, 
which preps patients for transport 
prior to the arrival of an ambu-
lance, was a hotly debated topic in 
the Greene County Legislature in 
2019.

Catskill lawmakers Michael 
Bulich and Matthew Luvera op-
posed the budget amendment be-
cause they did not agree with the 
county footing the bill instead of 
the towns. Catskill has its own Ad-
vanced Life Support ambulance 
system.

Mountaintop officials, includ-
ing Hunter Town Supervisor Daryl 
Legg and Legislator Larry Gardner, 
D-Hunter, argued that the moun-
taintop community was under-
served and that lives on the moun-
tain should be just as important as 
those in the valley towns.

The flycar was added to the 
budget prior to its approval in No-
vember.

“The most important asset 
is not the truck, but our highly 
trained and skilled paramedics led 
by Chief Steve Brucato,” Greene 
County EMS Paramedics President 
Mark Evans said in a statement. 
“Our medics are among the highest 
trained in the region; only the flight 
medics have more training.”

Evans also commended the 
paramedics for continuing to work 
and provide life-saving care to resi-
dents during the pandemic.

“Being a paramedic is stressful 
enough without the added poten-
tial exposure and precautions now 
mandated,” he said.

“Medic 8” is based at the Pratts-

ville Firehouse through an agree-
ment with the fire district.

“It’s a great add to the town, a 
service to the town, mountaintop 
and the county,” Prattsville Deputy 
Town Supervisor Greg Cross said. 
“It was a little bit of an uphill battle 
to get it. There were many people 
involved in making it happen.

“Daryl Legg was instrumental 
in not taking no for an answer. And 
of course we had to have help from 
the county administrator and coun-
ty legislature to make it happen.”

Cross said he believes the new 
flycar will make medical care more 
accessible for the community.

“It’s a win for the mountain-
top,” he said. “There’s not a lot of 
EMS assets up here. This bridges 
the gap from crisis to hospital care. 
We’re happy to have it.”

The flycar is a 2020 Chev-
rolet Tahoe, which cost $45,000 
equipped with lights, siren and 
striping and another $50,000 in 
life-saving equipment. The truck 
carries a cardiac monitor/defibril-
lator, airway/intubation kit, IV kit, 
CPR machine and drug bag with 
nearly all the emergency drugs of 
an emergency room, according to 
Evans.

Cost estimates requested by the 
Legislature showed that the price 
of a new flycar would be around 
$403,000.

The flycar will be paid for in 
2020 by a $60,000 contribution 
from Greene County Emergency 
Medical Services and a $50,000 
State and Municipal Facilities Pro-
gram Grant from the state Assem-
bly. The remaining $303,203 will 
come from the county, according to 
the resolution passed in November.

“We are very pleased that the 
mountaintop towns worked to-
gether to request this truck and the 
Greene County Legislature agreed 

to the additional funding to place 
another medic truck in service,” 
Evans said. “Having this truck 
based in Prattsville helps to provide 
a vital medical asset in an under-
served area.”

The truck will be staffed 24/7, 
365 days per year and has a prima-
ry response area of Prattsville, Lex-
ington and Ashland.

“Greene County EMS uses 
System Status Management, so as 
medic trucks are sent on calls, the 
other available trucks move posi-
tion to be best located for addition-
al calls,” Evans said. “This truck, 
as with any of the medic trucks, 
despite their home base position, 
could end up at any location in the 
county depending on the need.”

Legg and other mountaintop 
officials including Hunter Town 
Councilman Dolph Semenza, 
Lexington Town Supervisor John 
Berger and former Windham Town 
Supervisor Robert Pelham ap-
proached the Legislature in Febru-
ary 2019 about the issue, requesting 
that the current flycar on the moun-
tain be relocated from Windham to 
Hunter and that a second vehicle be 
added.

The officials cited response 
times as the reason for their request.

The response time for the three 
vehicles stationed in the valley 
is nine minutes, Evans said at a 
March 2019 meeting, while the 
mountaintop vehicle’s response 
time is 14 minutes.

In August, Evans confirmed 
that a new location for Medic 9, the 
existing vehicle, had been found in 
the village of Hunter.

The building, at the corner of 
Bridge Street and Route 23A, re-
quired some renovating and Evans 
expects the flycar will be relocated 
by June 1, he said.

Mountaintop gets a second fly car

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left, Steve Brucato, chief of Greene County Paramedics; Mark Evans, president of Greene County Paramedics; Greg 
Cross, Prattsville town supervisor; and Greene County Paramedics Board members Prattsville Fire Chief Jim Dymond and Prattsville 
Hose Company President Dave Rikard.

Better TV  
Our Promise to You

Offer expires 7/15/20. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Smart HD DVR included.

AMERICA’S TOP 120

Great entertainment 
with a local touch.

190 $5999/mo.
Channels

HI-TECH ADVISERS
(888) 729-4907
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To have your organization’s events added to our calendar, please enter them online at www.greenvillepioneer.com

OCTOBER 2021
22-Nov. 1 - Greenville Rotary Coat Drive, drop-off  box-
es at Greenville Central School, GNH Lumber and the 
National Bank of Coxsackie. Coats will be distributed to 
the local area and to the homeless.
22-31 - Fine Free October at Heermance Memorial Li-
brary. The library is collecting for Hope’s Mission’s back-
pack program. for every item brought in, the library will 
waive $5 from your library fi nes (excludes billed items or 
items from other libraries).
25 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
26 - Pints for Polio fundraiser by Greenville Rotary Club, 
6 p.m., Tasing Lab, 4856 Route 81, Greenville. More 
information: greenvillenyrotaryclub@gmail.com.
27 - Cairo Town Budget meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main 
Street, Cairo.
27 - Greene County Legislature public hearing, tenta-
tive 2022 county budget, 6 p.m., Catskill High School 
auditorium, 341 West Main Street, Catskill.
31 - Trunk or Treat, 3-5:30 p.m., GNH parking lot, Route 
81, Greenville. Sponsored by Greenville Rotary Club.
31 - Trick or Treating at the Firehouse, 4 p.m., Cairo 
fi rehouse, 30 Railroad Avenue, Cairo.

NOVEMBER 2021
1 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.

1 - Greene County Board of Electrical Examiners, 1 
p.m., Greene County Offi  ce Building, 411 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Room 469, Catskill.
1 - Cairo Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 Main Street, 
Cairo.
2 - Election Day - Cairo Town Hall closed.
2 - Durham Town Board workshop meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
7309 Route 81, East Durham.
2 - Election Day Used Book Sale by Friends of the Cai-

ro Public Library, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stock up on used 
books, audiobooks, CDs and DVDs for all ages before 
winter. All proceeds go to the Cairo Public Library.
3 - Greenville Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 
Pioneer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
3 - Green eCounty Economic Development Corp. meet-
ing, 4 p.m., County Offi  ce Building, Room 427, 411 Main 
Street, Catskill, or wath on YouTube.
4 - Cairo Town Planning Board meeting, 7 p.m., 512 
Main Street, Cairo.
8 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, East 
Durham.
9 - Greenville Town Zoning Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pio-
neer Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
11 - Veterans Day - Town offi  ces closed.
15 - Greenville Town Board meeting, 7 p.m., Pioneer 
Building, 11159 Route 32, Greenville.
15 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.
16 - Durham Town Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 7309 
Route 81, East Durham.
25 - Thanksgiving - Town offi  ces closed.
29 - Durham Town Court, 3:30 p.m., 7309 Route 81, 
East Durham.

DECEMBER 2021
4 - CANCELED: The Bates Church Christmas program 
has been canceled after much discussion and due to 
an abundance of caution over concerns of COVID-19. 

For over 30 years, the Carver Company’s Core Competencies consist of General & Marine Construction, Sand and Gravel Mining, Property Management, Port, Stevedoring, Termi-
nal & Warehouse Management, Maritime and Logistics, and Tug and Barge Marine Towing. 

We strive to inspire our diverse, well-rounded work force and management team to always perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism. We deliver service by main-
taining a reputation where our unquestionable Values of honesty and integrity drive our actions on and o�  the job.

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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GO
  BIG

Sean Van Etten ‘20
Automotive Technology
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS NEEDED NATIONWIDE 

IS PROJECTED TO RISE ABOVE

750,000

Let’s Go Together, #CoGreene!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
BY THE YEAR 2024

The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear from you. 
Send information about upcoming events and 

news to news@greenvillepioneer.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Qualified customers can now 
apply for Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) grants, 
a federally funded program that 
provides regular and emergency 
assistance to help pay heating 
and utility bills, and new this 
year, gas and electric utility ar-
rears assistance grants of up to 
$10,000 per household.

Both HEAP grants and Reg-
ular Arrears Supplement (RAS) 
program grants are available 
through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offices. 
Applications for HEAP are also 
available at Offices for the Ag-
ing and online at mybenefits.
ny.gov.

“We are pleased that addi-
tional assistance is available for 
families in our community who 
may be struggling, especially 
as we continue to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, vice 
president of customer services 
and gas operations. “We en-
courage all customers who are 
eligible to apply.”

Families who qualify for 
HEAP grants and use electricity 
or natural gas as their primary 
heating source could receive a 
HEAP grant of $350 or more 
toward their utility bill, de-
pending on family income and 
size guidelines. For example, a 
family of four with natural gas 
heating and an annual income 
of $62,988 would qualify for a 
$350 grant.

Central Hudson customers 
who receive HEAP grants or 
qualify for other assistance pro-
grams will receive additional 
bill credits for up to 12 months 

on their Central Hudson bill.
As an example: A Central 

Hudson customer who quali-
fies for a Tier 1 HEAP grant 
and uses natural gas for heating 
is eligible for bill credits of up 
to $30 per month; while a Tier 
1 customer who has electric 
heating can receive a credit of 
almost $40 each month. Cus-
tomers with lower incomes who 
qualify for higher tiers could be 
eligible for larger bill credits.

Campagiorni added, 
“Households receiving a HEAP 
benefit for non-utility heat-
ing fuels such as oil, propane, 
wood/wood pellets, kerosene, 
coal or corn are also eligible for 
a monthly credit on their elec-
tric or non-heating gas bill.”

Customers who heat with 
non-utility heating fuels should 
email their current Notice of 
Decision letter to Central Hud-
son at careunit@cenhud.com to 
be enrolled and receive the bill 
credit.

Regular HEAP grants for 
the fall and upcoming winter 
are available from now through 
March 15, or until funding is 
exhausted. Emergency HEAP 
grants will be available be-
tween Jan. 3 and Mar. 15. These 
benefits are designed to meet an 
eligible household’s immediate 
energy needs.

The Heating Equipment Re-
pair or Replacement (HERR) 
program is also available to 
assist customers who have pri-
mary heating equipment that 
is either inoperable or unsafe. 
HERR grants are currently 
available and will remain so 
through Sept. 30, 2022.

NEW THIS YEAR
The Regular Arrears Supple-

ment program is a new program 
providing up to $10,000 in util-
ity arrears assistance to eligible 
households that are unable to 
pay their unpaid electric and/
or gas utility arrears. This pro-
gram is open to homeowners 
and renters and can apply to all 
arrears, including those accrued 
prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This program only applies to 
electricity and natural gas, and 
not deliverable fuels such as 
home heating oil or propane. It 
is currently available and will 
remain open to qualified cus-
tomers until Sept. 30, 2022 or 
until funding is exhausted.

In addition to Central Hud-
son’s bill discounts for cus-
tomers receiving HEAP grants, 
these bill discounts are now 
also provided to customers who 

receive Lifeline; Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP); Medicaid; Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI); Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; 
Veterans Pension or Survivors 
Pension; and certain programs 
for Native Americans. This pro-
gram provides a monthly bill 
credit for up to 12 consecutive 
months.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Central Hudson has 
suspended service terminations 
and is actively reaching out to 
customers who are experienc-
ing financial challenges to de-
termine if they are eligible for 
further assistance. In order to 
provide necessary documenta-
tion for certain assistance pro-
grams, some Central Hudson 
customers are being proactive-
ly provided with statements 
showing a past due balance or 

a termination notice. These 
statements may be necessary 
for a customer to qualify for 
an emergency HEAP benefit or 
other charitable resources like 
Central Hudson’s Good Neigh-
bor Fund that provides “last 
resort” grants to help pay the 
energy bills of local residents 
in need who have exhausted all 
other forms of public and pri-
vate utility assistance.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefits, visit www.Cen-
tralHudson.com/HEAP or 
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap/program.asp; and for more 
on all of Central Hudson’s as-
sistance and billing programs, 
visit www.CentralHudson.com, 
and click on “My Account.”

Utility assistance grants of up to $10,000 available

For over 30 years, the Carver Com-
pany’s Core Competencies consist of 

General & Marine Construction, Sand 
and Gravel Mining, Property Manage-

ment, Port, Stevedoring, Terminal & 
Warehouse Management, Maritime 

and Logistics, and Tug and Barge 
Marine Towing. 

By John Grimaldi
For Capital Region Independent Media

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Maintaining 
good physical health is paramount as we 
age. But seniors need emotional well-being 
and self-compassion, as well, in order to age 
gracefully. 

According to the National Institutes of 
Health [NIH], “Emotional wellness is the 
ability to successfully handle life’s stresses 
and adapt to change and diffi cult times.”  

 If ever there was a time when the stresses 
of life have been as diffi cult to bear, it is now, 
said Rebecca Weber, CEO of the Association 
of Mature American Citizens, or AMAC. 

“The COVID pandemic continues to take 
its toll, having upended our lives for the past 
two years with no end in sight,” Weber said. 
“It has made us anxious and fearful and for 
some of us it has been a struggle to cope with 
the upheaval that it has caused us. The result 
is a new focus on emotional wellness and 
self-compassion.”

There are many defi nitions of emotional 

well-being but, perhaps, it was best described 
by Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, who suggested 
that it can be achieved using what he called, 
“The Power of Positive Thinking.” 

In Peale’s classic book, he explained how 
to achieve positive thinking as a pathway to 
contentment. 

As he put it, “The way to happiness: keep 
your heart free from hate, your mind from 
worry. Live simply, expect little, give much. 
Scatter sunshine, forget self, think of others. 
Try this for a week and you will be surprised.” 

Peale’s book was controversial but it was 
an exceptional best seller. The Washington 
Post reports that since its publication 70 years 
ago it has been translated into 33 languages 
and has sold more than 15 million copies: “It 
became the prototype for a wave of self-help 
literature on a variety of subjects.” 

Weber notes that Peale’s “sage advice” is 
still being promoted by those who urge the 
need to maintain a positive outlook on life, 
particularly in times of distress. The process 
for achieving positive thinking in one’s own 

life, according to the experts, includes for-
giving yourself and others in your life for 
perceived iniquities, helping others with diffi -
culties they may be experiencing and getting 
suffi cient sleep to allow your body to repair 
itself. 

Forgiveness also plays a role in anoth-
er powerful aspect of emotional well-being, 
self-compassion, according to the Harvard 
Medical School. 

“Forgiving and nurturing yourself can set 
the stage for better health, relationships, and 
general well-being,” according to the book 
“The Mindful Path to Self-Compassion,” by 
Harvard psychologist Chrisopher Germer. 
“Self-compassion yields a number of ben-
efi ts, including lower levels of anxiety and 
depression. Self-compassionate people rec-
ognize when they are suffering and are kind 
to themselves at these times, which reduces 
their anxiety and related depression.”  

Some of the ways Dr. Germer suggests 
for achieving self-compassion include:

 • Comfort your body. Eat something 

healthy. Lie down and rest your body. Mas-
sage your own neck, feet or hands. Take 
a walk. Anything you can do to improve 
how you feel physically gives you a dose of 
self-compassion. 

• Write a letter to yourself. Describe a sit-
uation that caused you to feel pain (a breakup 
with a lover, a job loss, a poorly received pre-
sentation). Write a letter to yourself describ-
ing the situation without blaming anyone. 
Acknowledge your feelings. 

• Give yourself encouragement. If some-
thing bad or painful happens to you, think of 
what you would say to a good friend if the 
same thing happened to him or her. Direct 
these compassionate responses toward your-
self. 

• Practice mindfulness. This is the 
nonjudgmental observation of your own 
thoughts, feelings, and actions, without trying 
to suppress or deny them. When you look in 
the mirror and don’t like what you see, accept 
the bad with the good with a compassionate 
attitude.

Now is the time for a little emotional 
wellness and self-compassion

WINDHAM — Windham Ro-
tary through the Windham Rota-
ry Foundation will host the 10th 
Annual Cancer Patient Aid Car 
Show this summer.

The car show will be held, 
rain or shine, on the grounds of 

the Ashland Town Park at 12187 
State Route 23 (Gravel Bank 
Road), in Ashland, on Sunday, 
Aug. 14, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Registration begins at 9 a.m. and 
runs until 11 a.m.  

The show is open to all years, 

makes, models and motorcycles.  
Trophies will be awarded to 

Top 10, Specialty categories, 
Rick Mundelein Memorial trophy 
and Best in Show, Classic. Best 
in Show will receive $500 from 
Chicken Run. 

There will be music, door 

prizes and an “Enhanced 50/50” 
with multiple prize drawings.  

Funds raised will support 
Greene County cancer patients 
(men, women and children) 
through the Greene County 
Women’s League Cancer Patient 
Aid.  Cost to enter a vehicle in the 

show is $15 per entrant on the day 
of the event. Spectators are free.

Pre-registration is available 
until April 15, no later.  

For more information, call 
518-291-0883 or 518-734-5303 
ext. 2 or email CancerPatientAid-
CarShow@gmail.com. 

10th annual Cancer Patient Aid Car Show

494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY  •  Phone: 518.355.6034 • www.carvercompanies.com
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a con-
viction. All persons listed are innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law. 
Charges can be amended or dismissed.

STATE POLICE
■ William Hygh, 29, of Coey-

mans Hollow, was arrested Feb. 12 
at 9:52 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with first-degree aggravated unli-
censed operation of a vehicle - alco-
hol, a class E felony. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.

■ Shawn Rose, 34, of Cairo, 
was arrested Feb. 13 at 1:40 a.m. 
in Cairo and charged with driving 
while intoxicated and aggravated 
driving while intoxicated, both un-
classified misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Frank Giles, 28, of Box Elder, 
South Dakota, was arrested Feb. 13 
at 1:07 a.m. in Hunter and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Nichola Rodriguez, 28, of Old 
Tappan, New Jersey, was arrested 
Feb. 13 at 12:54 p.m. in Hunter and 
charged with seventh-degree crimi-
nal possession of a controlled sub-
stance, a class A misdemeanor. She 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Toqwanda Ketchmore, 27, of 
Troy, was arrested Feb. 13 at 9:46 
p.m. in Coxsackie and charged with 
second-degree contraband to pris-
oners, a class A misdemeanor. She 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Tyrell Blocker, 32, of Cox-
sackie, was arrested Feb. 14 at 1 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with 
fifth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance with intent 
to sell, a class D felony. He was 
held.

■ Benson Colella, 24, of Wren-
tham, Massachusetts, was arrested 
Feb. 16 at 3:43 a.m. in Athens and 
charged with second-degree ob-
struction of governmental adminis-
tration, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, a class B 
felony. He was issued an appear-
ance ticket.

■ Cody Edwards, 30, of Sau-
gerties, was arrested Feb. 16 at 3:29 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with 
first-degree gang assault, a class B 
felony. He was released on his own 
recognizance.

■ Michael Heckerman, 55, of 
Catskill, was arrested Feb. 18 at 
4:15 p.m. in Kingston and charged 
with aggravated criminal contempt, 
a class D felony, and aggravated 
family offense, a class E felony. He 
was held.

■ Jose Tavarez, 30, of Green-
ville, was arrested Feb. 18 at 8:15 
p.m. in Greenville and charged with 
endnagering the welfare of a child, 
a class A misdemeanor. He was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Victor Rickard, 54, of East 
Durham, was arrested Feb. 18 at 
10:24 p.m. in Durham and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Joseph Palumbo, 25, of 
Catskill, was arrested Feb. 19 at 
10:58 a.m. in Catskill and charged 
with criminal mischief and acting 
in a manner injurious to a child, 
both class A misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Deja Johnson, 21, of Troy, 
was arrested Feb. 19 at 7:54 p.m. 
in Coxsackie and charged with 
second-degree introduction of con-
traband in a prison, a class A mis-
demeanor. She was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.

■ Te-Quan Durham, 22, of 
Binghamton, was arrested Feb. 
20 at 12:14 p.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with second-degree intro-
duction of contraband in a prison, 

a class A misdemeanor. He was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Jessica Collazo, 31, of 
Catskill, was arrested Feb. 20 at 
10:29 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with manufacture of drug-relat-
ed paraphernalia, seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance and second-degree crim-
inal use of drug paraphernalia, all 
class A misdemeanors, and fifth-de-
gree criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance, a class D felony. 
She was held.

■ Raymond Robles, 51, of 
Catskill, was arrested Feb. 20 at 
10:29 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with seventh-degree criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance 
and second-degree criminal use of 
drug paraphernalia, both class A 
misdemeanors. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Lauren Mallen, 32, of Wind-
ham, was arrested Feb. 20 at 9 
p.m. in Durham and charged with 
manufacture of drug-related para-
phernalia and seventh-degree crim-
inal possession of a controlled sub-
stance, both class A misdemeanors, 
and fifth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, a 
class D felony. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Jesse Staley, 45, of Leeds, was 
arrested Feb. 22 at 3:11 a.m. in Cai-
ro and charged with second-degree 
bail jumping, a class E felony, and 
seventh-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, a class A 
misdemeanor. Bail bond was set at 
$25,000.

■ Sean McNulty, 49, of Free-
hold, was arrested Feb. 22 at 3:24 
a.m. in Cairo and charged with 
first-degree operating a motor ve-
hicle impaired by drugs, an unclas-
sified misdemeanor. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.

■ Cody Edwards, 30, of Sau-
gerties, was arrested Feb. 16 at 3:29 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with 
first-degree gang assault, a class B 
felony. He was released on his own 
recognizance.

■ Casey Edwards, 28, of Sau-
gerties, was arrested Feb. 22 at 
11:55 a.m. in Cairo and charged 
with first-degree gang assault, a 
class B felony. He was held.

■ Clyde Edwards, 53, of Palen-
ville, was arrested Feb. 22 at 12:07 
p.m. in Cairo and charged with 
first-degree gang assault, a class B 
felony. He was held.

■ Brittany Danko, 31, of Nan-
ticoke, Pennsylvania, was arrested 
Feb. 23 at 3:51 p.m. in Hunter and 
charged with third-degree criminal 
possession of stolen property, a 
class D felony, and seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, a class A misdemeanor. 
She was released on her own recog-
nizance.

■ Tyler Bianchi, 30, of Purling, 
was arrested Feb. 24 at 1:20 p.m. 
in Cairo and charged with third-de-
gree aggravated unlicensed opera-
tion of a motor vehicle, an unclas-
sified misdemeanor. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.

■ David Mihalko, 26, of Leeds, 
was arrested Feb. 24 at 5:30 p.m. 
in Athens and charged with sec-
ond-degree menacing, a class A 
misdemeanor, and third-degree 
criminal possession of a weapon, a 
class D felony. He was held.

■ Andrew Oyague, 24, of Cen-
terport, was arrested Feb. 25 at 
10:31 p.m. in Cairo and charged 
with first-degree operation of a mo-
tor vehicle impaired by drugs. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Marisol Morales, 50, of Stam-
ford, Connecticut, was arrested 
Feb. 26 at 10:15 a.m. in Coxsackie 
and charged with second-degree in-
troducing contraband into a prison, 
a class A misdemeanor. she was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Tiandra Glasford, 35, of 

the Bronx, was arrested Feb. 26 
at 11:46 a.m. in Coxsackie and 
charged with second-degree intro-
ducing contraband into a prison, a 
class A misdemeanor. She was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ John Del Vecchio, 23, of 
Catskill, was arrested Feb. 27 at 
12:25 a.m. in Cairo and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ John Brennan, 24, of Dumont, 
New Jersey, was arrested Feb. 27 at 
12:52 a.m. in Hunter and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Gabriel Desequeira, 36, of 
Tampa, New York, was arrested 
Feb. 27 at 5:01 a.m. in Lexington 
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated/previous conviction in 10 
years, a class E felony. He was is-
sued an appearance ticket.

■ Gregoire Jacques, 34, of Pres-
ton Hollow, was arrested Feb. 26 at 
8:18 p.m. in Westerlo and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.

■ Christina Miller, 45, of Palen-
ville, was arrested Feb. 27 at 1:06 
a.m. in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. She 
was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Demar Neal, 36, of Catskill, 
was arrested Feb. 27 at 2:39 a.m. in 
Catskill and charged with operating 
a motor vehicle with a blood-alco-
hol content over 0.08% and driving 
while intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Cheryl Baxter, 35, of Catskill, 
was arrested Feb. 27 at 10:01 p.m. 
in Cairo and charged with sec-
ond-degree unlawful surveillance, 
a class E felony, and endangering 
the welfare of a child, a class A 
misdemeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Francis Carter, 34, of Hanna-
croix, was arrested Feb. 28 at 2:50 
p.m. in Athens and charged with 
manufacture of drug-related para-
phernalia and seventh-degree crim-
inal possession of a controlled sub-
stance, both class A misdemeanors. 
She was issued an appearance tick-
et.

■ Robert Lang, 60, of Palen-
ville, was arrested March 1 at 12:01 
a.m. and charged with fifth-de-
gree criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance, a class D felony; 
fourth-degree criminal mischief, 
a class A misdemeanor; and op-
eration of a motor vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content over 0.08% 
and driving while intoxicated, both 
unclassified misdemeanors. His ar-
restee status was unknown.

■ Rebecca Randa, 39, of 
Catskill, was arrested March 1 at 
12:10 p.m. in Catskill and charged 
with fifth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, a 
class D felony, and manufacture of 
drug-related paraphernalia and sev-
enth-degree criminal possession of 

a controlled substance, both class A 
misdemeanors. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.

■ Diamonique Cochrane, 27, of 
Athens, was arrested Feb. 10 at 3:45 
p.m. in Athens and charged with 
fourth-degree criminal possession 
of a narcotic drug, a class C felo-
ny; first-degree criminal possession 
of a narcotic drug, a class A felony; 
criminal possession of a firearm, 
a class E felony; and third-degree 
criminal possession of a weapon, a 
class D felony. He was held.

■ Christopher Stanton, 39, of 
Tannersville, was arrested Feb. 11 
at 12:11 a.m. in Cairo and charged 
with third-degree bail jumping, a 
class A misdemeanor. He was held.

■ An unidentified 17-year-old 
male, of Medusa, was arrested 
Feb. 5 at 10:30 p.m. in Durham 
and charged with second-degree 
menacing with a weapon, a class A 
misdemeanor, and second-degree 
criminal mischief, a class D felony. 
He was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Charles Olivett, 56, of Round 
Top, was arrested Feb. 10 at 3 
p.m. in Hudson and charged with 
first-degree operating a motor vehi-
cle impaired by drugs and driving 
while ability impaired by drugs, 
both unclassified misdemeanors. 
He was issued an appearance ticket.

■ Justin Setera, 27, of Catskill, 
was arrested Feb. 11 at 9:20 p.m. in 
Catskill and charged with operating 
a motor vehicle with a blood-alco-
hol content over 0.08% and driving 
while intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued an 
appearance ticket.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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Police Blotter
Editor’s Note: A charge is not a 
conviction. All persons listed are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Charges can be 
amended or dismissed.

n James Rancourt, 37, of 
Acra was arrested April 30 and 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, a felony, fifth degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, a misdemeanor, and 
fourth degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a misdemean-
or. He is scheduled to appear in 
Cairo Town Court.
n Matthew D. Rinaldo, 25, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
19 in Catskill and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a blood-alcohol content greater 
than 0.08% and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 21 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was held.
n Connie M. Akersloot, 61, 

of Leeds, was arrested April 16 
in Cairo and charged with vio-
lating environmental conserva-
tion laws, an unclassified mis-
demeanor. She was issued an 
appearance ticket.
n Danielle S. McKenna, 38, 

of Cairo, was arrested April 22 
in Cairo and charged with sev-
enth-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
a class A misdemeanor. She was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Katie S. Stein, 28, of West 

Coxsackie, was arrested April 
22 in Athens and charged with 
driving while ability impaired 
by alcohol and driving while 
intoxicated, both unclassified 
misdemeanors. She was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Melissa A. Moon, 42, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 17 in 
Cairo and charged with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, an unclassified 
misdemeanor; failure to obey a 
traffic device, an equipment vio-
lation, and using her turn signal 
less than 100 feet from a turn, 
all infractions. She was issued 

an appearance ticket.
n Michael Manchur, Jr., 54, 

of Freehold, was arrested April 
22 in Freehold and charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, 
a class E felony; resisting arrest 
and second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
both class A misdemeanors; and 
disorderly conduct, a violation. 
He was issued an appearance 
ticket.
n Rhett B. Butler, 36, of 

Albany, was arrested April 22 
in New Baltimore and charged 
with petty larceny, a class A 
misdemeanor and third-degree 
criminal trespass, a class B mis-
demeanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
n Laurent Danthine, 47, 

of Sloansville, was arrested 
April 22 in New Baltimore 
and charged with petty larce-
ny, a class A misdemeanor, and 
third-degree criminal trespass, 
a class B misdemeanor. He was 
issued an appearance ticket.
n Robert E. Lambert, 31, of 

Cairo, was arrested April 25 in 
Cairo and charged with first-de-
gree criminal contempt and ag-
gravated family offense, both 
class E felonies. He was issued 
an appearance ticket.
n Anthony J. Beaudoin, 45, 

of Coxsackie, was arrested April 
25 in Coxsackie and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
with a blood-alcohol content 
greater than 0.08% with a prior 
conviction, a class E felony, and 
driving while intoxicated, an 
unclassified misdemeanor. He 
was issued an appearance ticket.
n Austin T. Hollister, 21, of 

Purling, was arrested at 3:30 
a.m. April 27 in Saugerties and 
charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired by 
drugs, an unclassified misde-
meanor. He was issued an ap-
pearance ticket.
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GREENVILLE — The Clematis Garden Club, of Greenville, 
will hold its first club meeting of 2022 on Friday, March 18, at 1 
p.m. at the American Legion Hall at 54 Maple Ave. in Greenville.

President Terry Buel will present the many exciting month-
ly programs planned for the year including the popular Spring 
Social on May 20, with well-known speaker Peter Bowden, and 
the huge plant sale at GNH on June 4. Guests are very welcome!

The Clematis Garden Club, a member of District, State and 
National Federated Garden Clubs, provides education, resources, 
networking and friendship to promote the love of gardening and 
is a part of the largest volunteer gardening organization in the 
world. 

Clematis Club members appreciate plants outside and inside 
and are from Greene, Albany and Schoharie counties.

For more information, please call Jean Horn at 518-966-4260.

Garden club 
holds first  

meeting of season
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

Carver Companies fundamental belief has been to provide 
unparalleled service all while maintaining our values of honesty 
and integrity both on land and sea. We pride ourselves on our 
unmatched logistics services and superior products to our 
customers, partners and tenants. We work hard to inspire our 
diverse, well-rounded workforce and management team to always 
perform at the highest levels of safety and professionalism.

CONSTRUCTION MARITIME MATERIALS

The Pioneer of Integrative 
Solutions on Land and Sea

HEADQUARTERS: 494 WESTERN TURNPIKE | ALTAMONT, NY |  518.355.6034

WWW.CARVERCOMPANIES.COM

30+ Years
IN THE INDUSTRY

5 Ports
on the East Coast and Canada

2,000+ Pcs
OF EQUIPMENT

SHOUT OUTS!

Shout it out to a family member, 
friend, business or group of people.

Message could be an I love you, congratulations, 
happy birthday, cheer on a team or person.

ADVERTISE ON OUR NEW PAGE

for more information
CALL 413.212.0130

Robert Furko
GREENVILLE – Robert Furko, 

72, passed away on Wednes-
day, March 2, 2022, at Colum-
bia Memorial Hospital. 

He was born at home in 
Greenville on May 20, 1949, to 
the late Joseph and Susie Cher-
nak Furko. A lifelong resident of 
Greenville, he graduated from 
Greenville Central School and 
then worked as a machinist. In 
addition to his parents, he was 
predeceased by his grandson, 
Joey Furko.

Robert is survived by his wife 
of 48 years, Jane Pratt Furko; 
his son, George Furko; his 
granddaughter, Isabel Furko; 
and his dear friend, Lucy Mas-
terson.

Robert has been privately 
cremated. Arrangements by A.J. 
Cunningham Funeral Home, 
Greenville. Condolences can be 
posted at ajcunninghamfh.com.

Robert Furko

ALBANY — New York 
State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation Commis-
sioner Basil Seggos last week 
announced three key leader-
ship appointments to DEC’s 
executive and regional teams.

“As DEC ramps up efforts 
to advance Gov. Kathy Ho-
chul’s nation-leading envi-
ronmental agenda and clean 
energy revolution, elevating 
Erica Ringewald and Cathy 
Haas to key leadership posi-
tions, and adding Leo Rosales 
to our team, bolsters our ca-
pacity and our commitment,” 
Seggos said. “New York is at 
a critical moment in the fight 
to combat climate change, and 

I look forward to working with 
DEC’s incredible team of ex-
perts to meet the moment and 
recharge our efforts to protect 
our natural resources and com-
munities.”

Erica Ringewald has been 
named chief of staff. She 
joined DEC in 2016 as director 
of media relations before be-
coming deputy commissioner 
for public affairs in 2018. 

As deputy commissioner, 
Ringewald has managed DEC’s 
external communications and 
outreach. Prior to joining DEC, 
Ringewald helped manage me-
dia relations at the New York 
State Energy Research and De-
velopment Authority, worked 

as an independent consultant 
to not-for-profit organizations 
and foundations, and served 
as communications director 
for Environmental Advocates 
of New York. In her six years 
at the DEC, Ringewald helped 
transform the department’s 
press office into one of the 
strongest communications op-
erations in the state. 

Ringewald earned a Master 
of Fine Arts in Creative Writ-
ing from Colorado State Uni-
versity and holds a Bachelor of 
Arts in English Literature from 
Indiana University.

Leo Rosales has been 
named deputy commissioner 
for public affairs. Most recent-
ly in his role as vice chancel-
lor of communications at the 
State University of New York 
(SUNY), Rosales led all as-
pects of the university’s day-
to-day communication opera-
tions and provided guidance to 
SUNY’s 64 campuses. 

His other work for New 
York state included serving as 
the deputy director of commu-
nications in the Office of the 
Governor, where he managed 
daily announcements and ad-
vised key leadership at sever-
al agencies on issues ranging 
from energy and the environ-
ment to labor and higher edu-
cation, and at the Department 
of Labor.

Rosales has also served in 
various communication advi-
sory roles with the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agen-
cy in their Chicago and New 
York regional offices, and with 
members of the New York 
State Legislature. He holds a 
Bachelor of Arts in Political 
Science from the State Univer-
sity of New York at Albany.

In addition, Cathy Haas has 
been officially named regional 
director in DEC’s Region 1, 
which covers Nassau and Suf-
folk counties. Haas has served 
in DEC’s Region 1 office for 
nearly three decades and start-
ed her career in the Division 
of Spills Management before 
serving nearly 25 years with 
the Division of Water. Most 
recently, Haas served as the 
Regional Engineer for Water, 
Remediation and Mined Land.

DEC announces new 
leadership appointments

34 Hope Plaza, 
West Coxsackie, NY 12192

518-731-4800

TWO LOCATIONS:
4852 Route 81, 

Greenville, NY 12083

518-966-4800

Voted The Best Pharmacy in 
Greene County For Two Years Running. 

This award ceremony is put on by Greene County Chamber 
of Commerce and voted on by Greene County residents.

MEDICATION SERVICES
• Prescription Refills and Transfers
• Home Delivery
• Compounding
• Compounding for Pets
• Durable Medical Equipment
• Erectile Dysfunction Medication
• Immunizations
• Medication Adherence
• Medication Synchronization
• Medication Therapy Management
• Prescriptions for Pets
• Supplies for Physician offices

OVER THE COUNTER
• Pain Medication
• Cold and Allergy Medication
• Vitamins and Supplements
• Oral Health Products
• Feminine Hygiene Products
• First Aid Items
• Cosmetics
• School and Office Supplies
• Infant Care
• Hair Care
• Shower and Bath Items
• Sunscreen and Bug Spray

CARDS & GIFTS
• Home Decor
• Greeting Cards
• Special Occasion Items
• Seasonal Gifts
• Kid’s Toys
• Candles
• Gift Cards
• Scarves, Purses and Tote Bags

Please Recycle This Newspaper
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By Charlene Marchand
For Capital Region Independent Media

At a time when many families are adding new “kids” 
to the household, I want to focus on an important aspect of 
canine mental health. This discussion will be about sibling 
rivalry.

To define our terms: dogs, living in the same household, 
that snarl, growl and begin posturing can progress to fight-
ing and are experiencing a problem with sibling rivalry 
(whether they are siblings or not).

Usually, these continued struggles are a result of the 
animals not establishing their own pecking order or domi-
nance hierarchy. Strong, secure “Number One” dogs – who 
many refer to as “dominant” – do not fight with insecure 
dogs who are “destabilized” in their home “pack.” Strug-
gles usually occur between dogs of “almost equal” status. I 
refer to them as “mid-liners.”

Unfortunately, we often interfere inappropriately with 
the establishment of hierarchies in our households. 

This occurs when family members correct or punish 
the aggression, and inadvertently encourage competitive 
behaviors and relationships. What happens as a result is 
that the submissive dog’s status becomes elevated, while 
the dominant dog’s status is lowered or compromised by 
our involvement. We are helping to keep the levels of dom-
inance nearly equal, and subsequently these struggles, ar-
guments and fights will escalate. 

Situations such as competition for “mommy” or “dad-
dy,” and competition over toys, food, etc., can trigger these 
hostile encounters.

What to do, what to do! Obviously, trigger situations 
need to be avoided. Dogs need time to adjust. We usually 
move too soon. We must assure the resident dog that all is 
still OK, while ensuring that the newcomer is comfortable 
with their position in the “pack.”

If the dogs begin to fight in your presence, you must 
reassure the aggressor, and reprimand the submissive dog. 
Your praise will help make the one dog more dominant, 
which will contribute to the rapid establishment of a stable 
social structure.

Handling techniques at home, in particular, should rein-
force the status of the dog. You always feed, pet and praise 
the dominant dog first. If aggressive competition already 
exists, the submissive animal (or less dominant) should 
be “ignored” while you proceed to lavish attention on the 
dominant dog, until he or she is secure with his/her status. 

Many behaviorists recommend setting up situations 
where you praise, feed and pet the dominant dog while the 
submissive one watches. This can be done successfully us-
ing a kennel or crate for the beta animal. If the situation at 
home is already too explosive, you can work the dogs in a 
neutral territory initially, moving to home turf later.

To quote Dr. Nicholas Dodman, head of the Animal Be-
havior Program at Tufts Behavior Clinic, “…it is extremely 
distressing to have dog fights in your home. However, sib-
ling rivalry is one of the easier problems to solve, once you 
realize that dogs do not expect to live as equals. Both dogs 
will be happier and more secure with a stable social order.”

Feel free to call us with any questions at 518-828-6044 
or visit our website at www.cghs.org. Our Food Bank is 
open to any from the public in need of pet food or for those 
wishing to donate food from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. 
All of our cats and kittens are “Furrever Free” with all ex-
penses paid. Spay/neuter clinics for cats are $86 male or 
female, including a rabies vaccination and a 5-in-1 feline 
distemper combination vaccination. Nail clipping services 
are available every Saturday from 10-11 a.m. at the shelter 
for a donation of $10 for cats and $15 for dogs (currently 
prepaid only). 

Charlene Marchand is the chairperson of the Colum-
bia-Greene Humane Society/SPCA Board of Directors. She 
may be contacted at cghsaaron@gmail.com.

Resolving  
canine  

competition

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Pictured with CGHS Animal Care Technician Kyle Miller is Quee-
nie, a 10-year-old hound mix. She’s the sweetest dog, loving 
nothing more than pets and human affection. Queenie is a little 
more on the laid back side, and somewhat of a couch potato. 
She does get excited to go for walks, but she prefers cuddling 
inside with her person. She is good with both cats and dogs. 
Due to Queenie’s size and her age, we believe older kids would 
be best for her. Contact CGHS to find out if you’re the perfect 
match for Queenie!

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

A virtual budget forum hosted 
by state Sen. Michelle Hinchey, 
D-46, drew dozens of speakers vy-
ing for funding for their causes in 
the upcoming state budget.

The forum, held Feb. 22, was 
hosted by Hinchey, who represents 
Greene County, and a representa-
tive from Assemblywoman Patricia 
Fahy’s office, along with over 80 
residents and community groups 
pleading their case for funding in 
the budget.

Fahy, D-109, who represents 
Bethlehem and New Scotland, was 
unable to attend the forum due to a 
family health emergency.

Hinchey explained the state 
budget process, which is still in the 
works.

“The way that this process 
works is the executive — our gover-
nor — puts forward their executive 
budget proposal,” Hinchey said. 
“Gov. [Kathy] Hochul and her team 
put forward that executive budget 
proposal a few weeks ago and now 
the Legislature is going through it. 
We are going through that propos-
al and now we are responsible for 
both the Senate and the Assembly 
putting forward our one-house bud-
get proposal.”

Hinchey was gathering testi-
mony at the virtual forum to gauge 
community input into how state 
funds should be allocated as budget 
negotiations continue at the state 
level.

“We feel that a budget is a val-
ues document,” Hinchey said. “It’s 
a document that should really prior-
itize, emphasize and showcase very 
clearly what we want New York 
state to be, how we want to lead the 
country, the things that we want to 
step forward with and show what 
we can do. For us, that’s making 
sure that we are helping our constit-
uents across New York state.”

The first speaker to present testi-
mony on the budget was Bethlehem 
Town Supervisor David VanLuven, 
who voiced concerns that are wide-
spread across upstate New York — 
the challenges municipalities face 
with aging water and sewer infra-
structure.

“Many have spoken for decades 
about the desperate need for invest-
ment in restoring and rebuilding 
crucial water and sewer infrastruc-
ture across New York state, but I’ve 
heard very few acknowledge the 
actual responsibility for this infra-
structure is entirely at the municipal 
level,” VanLuven said. 

Bethlehem has 400 miles of 
water and sewer lines, and main-
tenance is the responsibility of the 
town, which delivers 1.6 billion 
gallons of drinking water and pro-
cesses 1.6 billion gallons of efflu-
ent from the sewer treatment plant. 

An aging infrastructure system is 
a costly expense for Bethlehem, 
along with other municipalities 
around the region. A new infusion 
of federal monies for infrastructure 
repairs could ease some of that bur-
den, but only if the dollars are di-
rected to municipalities, he said. 

“The intention of the federal 
infrastructure dollars is to restore 
and improve our nation’s aging in-
frastructure. I assert that we have 
this opportunity with the influx of 
other dollars to really start taking a 
real bite at this overwhelming chal-
lenge,” VanLuven said. “Please do 
everything you can to get these dol-
lars to municipalities, where it will 
actually be used to improve critical 
water and sewer infrastructure, and 
thereby will best serve our residents 
and businesses, create jobs and pro-
tect the environment.”

With utility prices soaring, 
Laurie Wheelock from the Public 
Utility Law Project advocated for 
low-income New Yorkers who are 
having trouble paying their electric 
and other utility bills.

“As of January 2022, we had 1.3 
million households behind on their 
electric and gas bills for a total of 
$1.7 billion that is owed,” Whee-
lock said. “This month, electric and 
gas customers are also getting their 
bills and seeing a massive surge 
because of the commodity issues 
on the federal level. We have had 
National Grid upstate customers 
and Central Hudson customers con-
tacting us with bills that are two to 
three times higher than they were 
last month.”

One Central Hudson customer 
reported to Wheelock’s group that 
they typically have a monthly elec-
tric bill of $250, which soared to 
$900 this month. New Yorkers need 
help, Wheelock testified.

“Our message is simple — we 
need the state to come up with a 
uniform, common-sense plan to ad-
dress the utility crisis and have that 
work through the New York state 
budget,” she said. 

An extension of a moratorium 
on essential utility shut-offs would 
help residents catch up on their ris-
ing bills, Wheelock said.

“We also need the state to come 
up with a common-sense broader 
approach on what to do with this 
large arrears and so the next ask is 
that the state appropriate $1.25 bil-
lion of the federal American Rescue 
Plan funds to go directly to low- and 
moderate-income energy custom-
ers,” she added. “This would pro-
tect their accounts from termination 
while also lessening their financial 
stress, allowing them greater ability 
to pay rent and mortgage and food 
and medicine, and not worry as 
much about the utility arrears debt 
that has accumulated.”

Larry Krajeski, from Catskill 
Mountain Housing Development 

Corporation, advocated for support 
for programs that assist New York-
ers in need of rural housing and 
housing preservation.

“It allows us to participate in 
a variety of home repair, trailer 
replacement and community de-
velopment programs,” Krajeski 
said. “The New York State Rural 
Advocates have recommended an 
increase in the budget to $6.25 mil-
lion to fund an increase to $100,000 
for each of the 60 rural preservation 
companies that serve rural commu-
nities across New York state.”

Hinchey agreed housing is crit-
ical, and that rural housing doesn’t 
always get the attention it deserves.

“We know that we’re in a hous-
ing crisis and a lot of the issues and 
a lot of the things that we typically 
fund in the budget help more urban 
areas with housing,” Hinchey said. 
“They quite often don’t fund or help 
our communities with housing ini-
tiatives.”

Mark Gorelick, a member of the 
board of trustees at the Cairo Public 
Library, pleaded for more funding 
for area libraries.

“Libraries fulfill a very strong 
emotional factor in a town’s health 
and also provides financial support 
to people who otherwise would 
not be able to do things as simple 
as buying a book or downloading a 
movie,” Gorelick said.

Libraries also serve core func-
tions in communities as meeting 
places for local groups, Zoom and 
in-person senior classes, and more, 
he said.

“It’s a tangible return on in-
vestment that not all taxpayers see 
through their other tax contribu-
tions,” Gorelick said.

Mark Dorr, president of the 
New York State Hospitality and 
Tourism Association, said his group 
provides grants to aid in marketing 
and promoting the region. Support-
ing businesses in the hospitality and 
tourism sectors is vital after the im-
pacts of the years-long COVID-19 
pandemic, he said.

Gail Volk, advocacy director 
for the League of Women Voters of 
Albany County, asked for financial 
assistance for municipalities to sup-
port new state laws on early voting.

“In 2021, the Legislature passed 
the law to lower the number of vot-
ers designated to early voting poll 
sites and extend poll site hours of 
operating during early voting,” 
Volk said. “These reforms will 
strengthen the early voting process 
for many voters, but only if counties 
have the resources for staffing and 
equipment to be able to comple-
ment them.”

There is still time to submit writ-
ten testimony about how state funds 
should be allocated in the coming 
budget via email at hinchey@ny-
senate.gov.

Groups vie for state funding

ALBANY — The National 
Center for Missing & Exploited 
Children (NCMEC) is excited to 
announce the return of the Ride for 
Missing Children after a two-year 
COVID hiatus. 

The event is a series of in-per-
son cycling events taking place in 
Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse, Utica 
and Albany in the coming months. 

The Ride for Missing Chil-
dren has a long-standing history 
of raising awareness of the plight 
of missing and exploited children, 
educating children and parents on 
critical child-safety issues, and rais-
ing funds to support the services of 
NCMEC across New York state and 
beyond.    

The rides in Utica and Albany 

will feature a fully supported group 
ride format led by law enforcement. 
Riders will make stops at several 
local schools to educate students 
about child safety and abduction 
prevention. Participants will also 
do shorter “ride-bys” at many other 
schools along a 100-mile route.  

The rides in Buffalo, Rochester 
and Syracuse will feature a brand 
new “spoke-and-hub” format this 
year that enables riders to do the 
full 100-mile ride or choose shorter 
mileage options. This format will 
also include many school “ride-by” 
opportunities along the routes and 
plenty of stops back at the starting 
location “hub.”   

The 2022 Rides for Missing 
Children will take place on the 

schedule below: 
• Rochester Ride: Friday, May 

20, at Total Sports Experience East 
Rochester 

• Buffalo Ride: Friday, June 3, at 
Cheektowaga Town Park 

• Albany Ride: Friday, Sept. 23, 
at Guilderland, NY - TBD 

• Utica Ride: Wednesday, Sept. 
28, at Sara’s Memorial, Sauquoit, 
NY 

• Syracuse Ride: Friday, Sept. 
30, at CNY Family Sports Centre 

For more information on how to 
participate in the Ride for Missing 
Children in your area, visit miss-
ingkids.org/theride. Registration is 
currently open for all rides.

Ride for Missing Children returns

Sunmark Credit Union an-
nounced during the recent Super 
Bowl broadcast that the credit union 
is celebrating 85 years of building 
brighter financial futures by com-
mitting $85,000 to community 
projects throughout 2022 as part of 
its “Make Your Mark” giving pro-
gram.

Area residents can nominate a 
local organization of their choice to 
receive funds through the program.

Sunmark has created a dedi-
cated website at www.Sunmark85.
com to track giving progress and 
share stories of the local organiza-
tions that have received funds as 
part of this commitment.

Individuals and organizations 
are encouraged to visit www.Sun-
mark85.com to nominate commu-
nity organizations that would ben-

efit from receiving a share of the 
funds, or to make a donation to the 
Sunmark Charitable Community 
Foundation, which will disburse the 
funds throughout the year. 

“Since 2015, the Sunmark 
Charitable Community Founda-
tion has been providing financial 
contributions, in-kind services, and 
volunteer support to non-profit or-
ganizations in our communities. 
2022 is a very special year for Sun-
mark, and we wanted to do even 
more to illustrate our commitment 
to the credit union mission of ‘peo-
ple helping people,’” said Amber 
Cooleen, chief marketing officer for 
Sunmark Credit Union and pres-
ident of the Sunmark Charitable 
Community Foundation.

“At Sunmark Credit Union 
we are committed to being a trust-

ed financial partner that is small 
enough to know our members, but 
big enough to serve all of their fi-
nancial needs with technology and 
personal service. By contributing 
an additional $85,000 to communi-
ty projects, we can build something 
so much bigger than just a credit 
union,” said Sunmark Credit Union 
President and CEO Frank DeGraw.

In addition to committing 
$85,000 to support local organiza-
tions throughout Sunmark Credit 
Union’s 14-county charter area, 
Sunmark employees are also ded-
icating a combined 850 hours of 
volunteer time in support of com-
munity causes.  

To learn more or to nominate a 
local organization, visit www.Sun-
mark85.com.

Sunmark announces commitment 
of $85K to community projects
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13640 US RT 9W
HANNACROIX, NY
WWW.CA-ALBRIGHT.COM

Fuel Oil with a 30 Mile Delivery Service & Competitive Pricing
OR Switch from Oil to LP/Natural Gas - same day in some cases!

OUR FORMULA FOR SUCCESS IS VERY SIMPLE:
Low Prices + Quality Products + Great Service = Happy Customers

HAPPINESS IS A WARM PUPPY
AND A WARM HEART

518-756-3127

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/

Real, Reputable, 
Trusted. Your News 
Media.

www.newsmediaalliance.org 

THIS PUBLICATION 
SUPPORTS REAL 
NEWS.

THE PUBLIC NEEDS THE TRUTH;
NOT SOCIAL MEDIA HEADLINES & FAKE NEWS.

#SupportRealNews

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — Utility 
prices are expected to rise again, 
for the second time in as many 
months.

In February, Central Hud-
son warned customers to expect 
higher electricity and natural gas 
prices due to a variety of factors. 
On March 1, the company issued 
a second statement saying prices 
will go even higher and can ex-
pect to remain that way for much 
of 2022.

Higher rates are caused by 
strong demand for energy world-
wide and global events, particu-
larly the invasion of Ukraine by 
Russia.

“A confl uence of increased 
economic activity, constrained 
energy supplies, weather and 
global factors continue to affect 
energy prices,” Charles Freni, 
president and CEO of Central 
Hudson Gas & Electric Corpo-
ration, said in a statement March 
1. “This has impacted the prices 
of electricity and natural gas that 
Central Hudson delivers to our 
customers.”

On Feb. 10, the company an-
nounced higher bills should be 
expected due to an increase in 
supply prices due to a colder than 
average winter and global energy 
prices.

The situation only appears to 
have been exacerbated.

“For March, the supply price 
for natural gas is rising 24% as 
compared to February due to 
global and domestic factors,” 
according to Central Hudson. 
“Lower average residential gas 

usage in March may offset some 
of this cost increase for individ-
ual bills, as usage in March his-
torically tends to be lower than in 
February.”

But the impact on individual 
customers’ bills will vary depend-
ing on the weather, their energy 
usage and the billing cycle, ac-
cording to the company.

Electricity rates will be vari-
able and are dependent on a num-
ber of factors including changing 
market prices, weather, individu-
al usage and the billing cycle.

Prices for other forms of en-
ergy have also been affected, ac-
cording to the company. Heating 
oil and gasoline prices are also 

about 40% higher than one year 
ago.

“Higher energy costs harm 
our customers and the commu-
nities we serve,” Freni said. 
“The energy resources produced 
in the United States now supply 
both domestic and international 
needs. We must ensure that state 
and federal policies allow for the 
expansion of critical energy in-
frastructure of all types to ensure 
robust and diverse energy sup-
plies at stable prices, particularly 
as we transition to lower carbon 
resources.”

Rising utility prices were dis-
cussed at the Feb. 21 meeting of 
the Greenville Town Council af-

ter the board was notifi ed of the 
fi rst hike in prices by Central 
Hudson.

“There are big increases in 
natural gas and electric bills for 
the remainder of the winter, pos-
sibly the rest of the year given that 
the oil prices and natural gas pric-
es and propane prices are through 
the roof,” Town Supervisor Paul 
Macko said. “With the goings-on 
by Russia and Ukraine, I think it 
is going to go up further.”

With the hike in prices, Town 
Councilman Joel Rauf suggested 
the town issue a memo to town 
employees asking them to be cau-
tious in their energy usage.

“I would suggest the board 

produce a small memo for all 
town employees to be conscien-
tious of unnecessary idle times, 
check thermostats, maybe turn 
down the lights to be energy con-
scious in an effort to stop the ris-
ing energy costs that this town is 
going to face,” Rauf said. 

The resolution was adopted 
unanimously.

Gov. Kathy Hochul on March 
1 announced that the state’s Pub-
lic Service Commission is requir-
ing New York’s major electric 
and gas utilities to increase their 
outreach and education efforts to 
notify customers of the impact on 
utility bills.

“The extreme utility bill in-
creases all of us are seeing are 
having a serious impact on our 
household budgets, and in re-
sponse we are taking action,” 
Hochul said. “I have directed the 
Department of Public Service to 
ensure all the major electric and 
gas utilities in the state work with 
customers, and in particular, our 
most vulnerable residents to pro-
tect them from volatile pricing 
and educate them about resources 
available to them.”

There are also state programs 
to assist New Yorkers with pay-
ing their utility bills, such as the 
Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram, or HEAP, which can pro-
vide up to $751 to eligible home-
owners and renters depending on 
income, household size and how 
they heat their home, according to 
the governor’s offi ce. 

There is also $250 million in 
additional federal funding to help 
low-income New York house-
holds that are behind on their util-
ity bills, Hochul said.

Utility bills on the rise again

COURTESY OF PEXELS     
Electricity and natural gas prices are expected to see a second hike in as many months.
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CDL CLASS B 
DRIVER

FULL TIME WITH BENEFITS
PART TIME FOR WINTER MONTHS

Clean Drivers License • Tank
Hazmat • Airbrake

13640 RT 9W • P.O. BOX 11 • HANNACROIX, NY 12087
PHONE: 518-756-3127 • FAX: 518-756-2900 • WWW.CA-ALBRIGHT.COM

HELP WANTED

TO APPLY: 
If you feel that this job could be an excellent fit for you and are 
looking for a company to call home, please direct your resume 
and references to Randy@CA-Albright.com.
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AUTO & 
TIRE SERVICE

Proudly Serving Our Community For Four Generations

518-756-3127
(Fax) 518-756-2900
info@CA-Albright.com 
www.ca-albright.com

GARAGE LOCATION: 

13640 Route 9W 
(Corner of 9W & 144) 

Hannacroix, NY 12087

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm • Saturday: 8am - Noon

• Full service Garage
• Alignment, Brakes, 
     Shocks, Transmision, 
     Diagnostics
• Firefi ghters “Thank You” 
     discount — 10% off 
     auto service

Buy 4 Continental
or General Tires

Get FREE Rotation
for ONE YEAR when 
you come in for an 

Oil Change

HEATING 
&  COOLING 

SYSTEMS
• Upgrading to energy-
     effi cient systems can save 
     you up to 30% on your 
     utility bills’
• Boiler, Hot Air, A/C 
     & Heat Pump Systems
• Service support 
     unparalleled in area
• The latest, greatest 
     Greenest technology 
     available
• Rebates available on 
     select systems
• Both York and Trio have 
     quiet, effi cient burners

FUEL OIL
• Consistently Low Prices
• 24-Hour Emergency 
     Service
• Flexible Budget Plans
• Automatic Delivery - Worry 
     and hassle free!
• Professional, Dependable 
     and courteous drivers
• Clean and Effi cient 
     High-Grade Heating Oil

Formula for success 
is very simple!  

Low Prices + Quality Fuel Oil
+ Great Service = 

HAPPY CUSTOMERS!

Facebook.com/CAAlbrights • Convenient Online Bill Pay
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WE ACCEPT

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

Infrared 
FIT Bodywrap® 

Benefits can include weight loss, 
cellulite reduction, pain relief, 
relaxation, skin rejuvenation, 

and detoxification!

Tanning
One Month Package

Tanning made 
easy and hassle-free. 

We have both a 
tanning bed and a booth.

BUY 2
GET 1
FREE

and

(518) 731-2559

Salon 255 LTD is a state of the art salon offering a full menu of services 
in a warm and luxurious atmosphere. Our professional, friendly staff 
are trained in the latest trends and are always advancing their 
education. In an industry that is forever changing, it is our priority to 
always provide a superior experience!

With a variety of offerings and services to choose from, we’re sure you 
will be happy working with us. We are looking forward to working with 
you and helping you look fabulous!

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10am-6pm
SATURDAY 9am-2pm

SUNDAY Closed
MONDAY Closed

You look fabulous!
SALON 255 LTD

salon255ltd.com

255 Mansion Street
Coxsackie, NY

Specials

“Journalism keeps you planted in the earth.”

#SupportRealNews

- Ray Bradbury
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
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We Count for You!
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Will Assist with Picking Up 
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on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

GREENVILLE — The state-
wide school mask mandate that was 
in effect since students returned 
to in-person learning during the 
COVID-19 pandemic became a 
thing of the past last Wednesday.

The mask issue polarized some 
families in the Greenville commu-
nity and led to anti-mandate pro-
tests in the district prior to the win-
ter break. Opponents to the mandate 
and to how the pandemic was being 
handled in district schools also dis-
rupted a February board of educa-
tion meeting when many parents 
and community members refused 
to don face masks, which were re-
quired at the time.

Masks were still required in 
schools and on school buses last 
Monday and Tuesday, but became 
optional beginning March 2.

“We ask parents and guardians 
to speak with their child(ren) about 
personal choice and respect for 
each other’s personal decisions,” 
District Superintendent Tammy 
Sutherland wrote in a letter to fami-
lies last Sunday after the governor’s 
announcement.

Masks are now optional and the 
decision will be left up to individual 
families.

“We will not tolerate any bully-
ing of students or staff who choose 
to continue to wear a mask,” Suther-
land said.

The district has followed state 
guidelines during the pandemic, 
she added.

“Throughout the pandemic we 
have relied on guidelines set forth 
by the State Department of Health 
and State Education Department in 
partnership with the county Health 
Department,” Sutherland said in the 
letter.

Gov. Kathy Hochul announced 
at a press briefi ng Feb. 27 that the 
statewide school mask mandate 
would be lifted beginning March 
2 following analysis of COVID-19 
data statewide and globally, and af-
ter millions of COVID-19 test kits 
were handed out in schools before 
winter break.

The decision also came two days 
after the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention changed its 
guidelines to recommend optional 
masking for communities where 
transmission rates of the virus are 
low or medium.

Tricia Surrano, a parent in the 
Greenville district, was an avid 
opponent to the mask mandate in 

schools and said she was relieved 
over the state decision.

“New York has been following 
the science since before COVID 
was declared a pandemic,” Surra-
no said. “After the CDC changed 
its masking recommendations, 
any conclusion other than optional 
masking would have revealed a po-
litical agenda, so I am not surprised 

with Gov. Hochul’s announcement. 
I am ready for our district to focus 
its energy on the healing of our stu-
dent community. I am excited for 
effective communication and ed-
ucation, without masking, for our 
children. I am also grateful to GCS 
(Greenville Central Schools) for 
giving parents the option.”

Assemblyman Chris Tague, 
R-102, has been a staunch opponent 
of COVID-19 mandates and said he 
was happy with the decision, but 
wants to take things a step further.

Tague introduced legislation in 
the state Assembly that would pro-
hibit state agencies from mandating 
the masking of healthy, asymptom-
atic children in schools, day care 
facilities and other public settings, 
he said.

“While this announcement is 
one that should have been made 
months ago, I am relieved the day 
has fi nally come for students and 
teachers to see each other’s smiles 
once again,” Tague said of the 
mandate. “However, even with this 
mandate lifted for the moment, I 
will continue to advocate for the 
passage of my bill prohibiting the 
masking of healthy children by 
state agencies. The only people who 
should be making personal health 
decisions for a child are their par-
ents or guardians, and by passing 
my bill we’ll ensure the governor 
is never able to mask our kids for 
months at a time on a whim ever 
again.”

School mask mandate lifted last week

COURTESY OF PEXELS     
The decision for children to wear face masks in school is now optional and 
will be left up to families.

Cartaway, LLC is located in Glenmont, NY

518-439-0533

Dumpster Rentals Made Easy!
Commercial & Residential

• Construction • Demolition • Roofing • Clean-Out Work
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

By Michael Saltz
For Capital Region Independent Media

The other night, a friend of 
mine sent a message he’d received 
from a Ukrainian friend who has 
family living in Ukraine. Why, she 
asked, was the West not living up 
to its promises, citing the Budapest 
Memorandum. Before answering 
her, he asked my opinion. What 
follows is an edited version of my 
response.

I am sure that no one in Ukraine 
wants to hear hairsplitting over the 
definition of words, but that is one 
of the things required in thinking 
about the Budapest Memoran-
dum, an agreement signed in 1994 
when Boris Yeltsin was Russia’s 
president. Regardless of what it 
said regarding the USSR’s nuclear 
weapons based in Ukraine after the 
collapse of the Communist state, it 
never guaranteed that the U.S. and 
NATO would treat a Russian attack 
on Ukraine as an attack on NATO 
and therefore come to the armed 
defense of Ukraine. Instead, the 
Memorandum contained assuranc-
es of NATO and American support 
if Ukraine was attacked. There is 
a significant difference between 
“guarantee” and “assurance.” 

This is unlike NATO’s Article 
5, which states that an attack on one 
member state is considered an at-
tack on all and guarantees a military 
response by all members. 

In the Budapest Memorandum, 
the nature of support in an attack is 
not defined. And there is certainly 
no guarantee of military support. So 
it’s not that armed support is prohib-
ited, just that it is not guaranteed.

Agreements between states ex-
ist until they don’t. For example, 
during the Trump administration, 

the U.S. unilaterally abandoned 
several accords, including for-
mal treaties. Off the top of my 
head, several come to mind: The 
Trans-Pacific Partnership, the Iran 
nuclear agreement, the Open Skies 
agreement, the Intermediate-Range 
Nuclear Forces Treaty, and the Paris 
climate agreement, among others. 

In 2014, when attacking 
Crimea, Russia abandoned the 
Memorandum. Putin said that the 
West had breached the agreement 
even though it, like much that Putin 
says, was nonsense.

Nonetheless, the NATO coun-
tries have poured billions of dollars 
of aid, including military assistance, 
into the country. They have tried 
to help root out corruption, a sig-
nificant factor in Ukraine and one 
that holds back its democracy as 
it evolves. And, before the current 
Russian attack, arms have poured 
into Ukraine to help it fight an in-
surgency against Russian occupa-
tion or a puppet government. 

New sanctions imposed by the 
U.S. and its NATO partners will 
do significant harm to the Russian 
economy and the willingness of the 
people of Russia to support Putin’s 
war. It is expected that further sanc-
tions will be imposed by the West. 
The Western allies are fulfilling 
their assurances to support resis-
tance to Russian aggression. That 
support has a negative economic 
impact on the West, so it is not as 
though the West is not willing to 
bear some pain to help Ukrainians, 
although that pain is not lethal.

Will that be enough to stop the 
Russians? Will Ukraine turn into 
another Afghanistan for Russia as 
it was for the U.S.? Only time will 
tell.

One must also remember that 

the Ukrainians have not been of one 
consistent voice since 1991, when it 
split from the USSR. It first sought 
to align itself with NATO and the 
West and then backed out of that 
agreement and aligned itself more 
closely with Russia. And then came 
the “Revolution of Dignity,” result-
ing in a return to its Western tilt.

Of course, Ukraine was a fac-
tor in the Trump administration. 
Paul Manafort and others in the 
Trump camp were heavily involved 
in Ukraine and aligned with the 
pro-Russian oligarchs. And Trump 
himself was far more interested in 
aligning his interests with Russia 
than with Ukraine or the Western 
democracies. Ukraine was at the 
heart of Trump’s first impeachment, 
as I’m sure you remember. And 
Trump made a concerted effort to 
throw NATO into disarray, stopping 
short of withdrawing from the pact.

We should not forget that there 
is a long and complicated history 
of the relationship between Rus-
sia and Ukraine. Consider just the 
20th century. In the early 1930s, the 
USSR deliberately created a fam-
ine in Ukraine that killed millions 
of people. So it’s no surprise that 

many Ukrainians supported Hitler’s 
attack on Russia. But, on the other 
hand, there is nothing that is for-
givable in the participation by the 
Ukrainian militia members during 
the war in the wide-scale murdering 
of Jewish men, women and children 
by roving SS killing squads. Both 
sides had much to atone for.

So why did Putin attack Ukraine 
now?

It is my personal belief that the 
timing of Putin’s attack on Ukraine 
was determined before Biden won 
the election. Putin thought Trump 
would win re-election and would be 
in firm control of the U.S. govern-
ment and military by now. At best, 
NATO would be without strong 
U.S. leadership and in disarray be-
cause no Western country trusted 
Trump. So Putin thought he would 
have a free hand in Ukraine. 

Today, Trump and followers 
like Tucker Carlson support Putin’s 
territorial ambitions. As it is, Biden 
won the election, and Putin decided 
to go ahead with his plans anyway 
because there was no guarantee that 
waiting longer would be helpful to 
him. And Putin’s obsession about 
restoring Russia to the same territo-
rial control and status it held as the 
USSR has not abated. Nor has his 
hostility toward the West. Destabi-
lizing Western democracies was at 
the heart of Soviet foreign policy, 
and it is no different under Putin. 
The ideology may be different, but 
the goals are similar.

Finally, we must consider the 
possibility of nuclear war. The di-
rect engagement of American and/
or NATO forces with the Russian 
army is not as simple as saying 
that we should come to the military 
aid of Ukraine. Once the shooting 
starts, war’s evolution is unpre-

dictable. When there are four nu-
clear powers involved — the U.S., 
Britain, France and Russia — there 
is no telling what one or the other 
might do if they think themselves 
losing the war. 

At what point does Nixon’s 
Mutually Assured Destruction — 
MAD — become madness? No one 
really knows. And that is one rea-
son why the word “assurance” was 
in the Budapest Memorandum and 
not “guarantee.”

Of course, no one knows what 
Putin will do next. If successful in 
Ukraine (however he defines suc-
cess), will he start in on the Baltic 
countries, which, you may recall, 
have significant ethnic Russian 
populations, a significant bone 
of contention when they left the 
USSR? All I know is that Lithua-
nian friends who were part of the 
government after Lithuania gained 
independence are afraid of exactly 
that.

So I hope that answers your 
question. I don’t imagine that it will 
be of any comfort to your friend. 
She and her country are in a ter-
rible time no matter how things 
evolve. But the simple fact is that 
the Western countries are, in fact, 
doing what they said they would 
do. It’s not what Ukrainians would 
hope for, but they will have to fight 
for what they want without direct 
Western military help. And as we all 
know, war is not calm, rational and 
reasoned. It is madness itself.

Michael Saltz is an award-win-
ning, long-time, now retired senior 
producer for what is now called 
“PBS Newshour.” He resides in 
Hillsdale, in Columbia County.

MAD
MY VIEW:

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

If you’ve got backyard chickens, 
ducks or other birds, or if you are a poul-
try farmer, officials are advising exercis-
ing caution to avoid a highly pathogenic 
avian influenza that has been found in 
Long Island and other areas of the coun-
try.

A press time the latest report of a 
positive test for the disease, known as 
HPAI, turned up in Suffolk County, Long 
Island, at a small, non-commercial back-
yard flock that had a total of eight birds 
in it. It was the first reported recent inci-
dence of HPAI in New York state.

HPAI is a highly contagious disease 
that is often fatal to chickens. 

Other cases have been identified in 
wild birds in South Carolina, North Car-
olina, Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, 
New Hampshire, Connecticut, Georgia 
and Florida. 

Cases have also been detected in com-

mercial flocks in Indiana and Kentucky, 
and a backyard flock in Virginia, accord-
ing to the United States Department of 
Agriculture.

The disease does not pose an immedi-
ate public health concern to humans, ac-
cording to the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. At this time no 
human cases of these avian influenza vi-
ruses have been detected in the U.S., but 
the agency reminded everyone to proper-
ly handle poultry and eggs and be sure to 
cook the food to an internal temperature 
of 165-degrees Fahrenheit to kill any 
bacteria or viruses that may be present.

Commercial and hobby poultry farm-
ers are urged to increase biosecurity 
measures to help prevent the spread of 
the disease. Birds from the infected flock 
in Long Island will not enter the food 
system, according to the USDA, and the 
premises where the disease was found 
has been quarantined.

“Avian influenza outbreaks can 
spread quickly,” New York State Agri-

culture Commissioner Richard Ball said. 
“We will continue to do all we can at the 
department to safeguard the state’s flocks 
and encourage everyone who keeps poul-
try to be vigilant about minimizing their 
birds’ exposure to the virus and to wild 
bird populations. Our poultry industry is 
a significant part of the state’s agricul-
tural industry and these biosecurity steps 
are our best line of defense against the 
disease.”

Anyone who owns flocks of birds, 
whether backyard chickens or poultry 
farmers, should take precautions to pro-
tect their birds from the virus, according 
to New York State Agriculture and Mar-
kets. 

Best practices include:
• Discourage unnecessary visitors and 

use biosecurity signs to warn people not 
to enter buildings without permission.

• Ask all visitors if they have had any 
contact with any birds in the past five 
days.

• Forbid entry to employees and visi-

tors who own any kind of fowl.
• Require all visitors to cover and dis-

infect all footwear.
• Lock all entrances to chicken houses 

after hours.
• Avoid non-essential vehicular traffic 

on-farm.
• After hauling birds to processors, 

clean and disinfect poultry transport 
coops and vehicles before they return to 
the farm.

• Report anything unusual, especial-
ly sick or dead birds, to Agriculture and 
Markets.

Bird owners should also keep their 
birds away from wild ducks and geese, 
and their droppings, and should keep 
them indoors as much as possible.

To report sick birds, an unexplained 
high number of bird deaths, or a sudden 
drop in egg production, call Agriculture 
and Market’s Division of Animal Hus-
bandry at 518-457-3502 or the USDA at 
866-536-7593.

USDA: Take care to avoid avian influenza in bird flocks

Michael Saltz
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Alzheimer’s Notes

By Marisa Korytko
For Capital Region Independent Media

As Tax Day nears, families and individuals across 
the country are taking a closer look at their fi nances. 

During this time, the Alzheimer’s Association en-
courages people to proactively plan for the fi nancial 
impact of Alzheimer’s – one of the most expensive 
diseases in the country. Today, more than 6 million 
Americans are living with Alzheimer’s and more 
than 11 million family members are serving as un-
paid caregivers.

While the costs associated with Alzheimer’s can 
be staggering for families, the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion offers tips for planning for the fi nancial impact of 
Alzheimer’s and dementia. Some include:

• Look at retirement planning as a time to think 
about how to prepare for the need for long-term med-
ical care. Putting fi nancial and legal plans in place 
now provides an opportunity to express your wishes 
for future care and decisions. It also allows time to 
work through the complex issues involved in long-
term care. After an Alzheimer’s diagnosis, your op-
tions may be more limited.

• Conduct an inventory of your fi nancial resources 
(savings, insurance, retirement benefi ts, government 
assistance, VA benefi ts, etc.). A fi nancial planner or 
elder care attorney can help with this.

• Once you understand what you have for fi nan-
cial resources and what you can afford, make a plan 
with your family or a close friend for how to access 
care.

• Enhance your understanding of the role and 
limitations of Medicare, Medicaid and other insur-
ance options. A 2016 Alzheimer’s Association report 
found that nearly two out of three people incorrect-
ly believe that Medicare helps pay for nursing home 
care, or were unsure whether it did.

• Investigate long-term care services (for exam-
ple, home care, assisted living residences and nurs-
ing homes) in your area. Ask what types of insurance 

they accept and if they accept Medicaid. Few indi-
viduals with Alzheimer’s and other dementias have 
suffi cient long-term care insurance or can afford to 
pay out-of-pocket for long-term care services for as 
long as they are needed.

• Call the local Agency on Aging to determine 
what community services and support programs are 
available (for example, respite care, homemaker ser-
vices and Meals on Wheels can help alleviate fi nan-
cial burdens).

• If you are caring for someone living with Alz-
heimer’s, learn about income tax breaks for which 
you may qualify. Caregivers likely pay for some care 
costs out-of-pocket. Because of this, you may quali-
fy for tax benefi ts from the Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS). Tax rules are complex and can change. Be sure 
to get advice from your tax adviser or accountant be-
fore fi ling your returns.

Disease-related costs can jeopardize a family’s 
fi nancial security and many families and caregivers 
make enormous personal and fi nancial sacrifi ces. The 
2021 Alzheimer’s Association Alzheimer’s Disease 
Facts and Figures report found some staggering re-
sults:

• In 2020, the lifetime cost of care for a person 
living with dementia was $373,527.

• Average out-of-pocket costs for health care and 
long-term care services not covered by Medicare, 
Medicaid and private insurance exceed $10,000 an-
nually.

• Nearly half (48%) of care contributors must cut 
back on their own expenses – including basic neces-
sities like food, transportation and medical care – to 
afford dementia-related care, while others must draw 
from their own savings or retirement funds.

For more information on fi nancial planning, visit 
alz.org.

Marisa Korytko is the public relations director for 
the Alzheimer’s Association Northeastern New York 
chapter. She can be reached at mekorytko@alz.org.  

Tax season tips for one of nation’s 
costliest diseases — Alzheimer’s

By Melanie Lekocevic
Capital Region Independent Media

ALBANY — Trauma that 
dates back to the enslavement pe-
riod is at the root of many of the 
challenges facing today’s Afri-
can-American community, author 
Hosea James Givan II said.

Givan penned a book, “Reach 
Your Community,” which out-
lines strategies for unifying 
neighborhoods, particularly in 
communities of color, through 
basketball and other sports pro-
gramming.

The author, who has ties to Al-
bany, said communities of color 
have made progress in addressing 
the issues facing society, but there 
is more to be done.

Givan lived in Albany Coun-
ty when he served as executive 
director of the New York State 
Black and Puerto Rican Legis-
lative Caucus between 1989 and 
1991, working under the caucus’ 
chair at the time, Assemblyman 
Albert Vann. 

He also worked to support the 
campaign of David Dinkins, who 
became New York City’s fi rst 
African-American mayor, and 
by registering voters through a 
grassroots initiative.

“I was able to organize my fra-
ternity brothers — I am a member 
of Alpha Phi Alpha, which was 
the same fraternity David Dinkins 
was in — and we were very effec-
tive,” Givan said. “We registered 
thousands of voters through the 
course of a couple of summers.”

Givan and his fellow fraterni-
ty brothers went from neighbor-
hood to neighborhood, drawing 
in more fraternity and sorority 
members to carry out a voter reg-
istration campaign.

“We worked as a collective to 
go out and get people registered 
to vote,” he said. “We knocked 
on doors in the projects, we stood 
on street corners — it was very 
effective. We registered between 
4,000 and 5,000 voters over the 
course of those two years. It was 
an exciting time.”

When Givan took over as 
executive director of the state’s 
Black and Puerto Rican Legis-
lative Caucus, he directed the 
group’s focus to a specifi c need 
that he said was vital to address.

“The primary focus while I 
was there was the endangered 
African-American male,” Givan 
said. “I was able to convince them 
this was something that needed to 
be addressed and focused on with 
a sense of urgency.”

The term “endangered Afri-
can-American male” was coined 
at a time when there was a dis-
proportionate number of young 

Black men facing legal troubles 
and recidivism rates following 
imprisonment.

“We were specifi cally look-
ing, at that time, at the amount 
of Black men that were getting 
imprisoned, going into the pris-
on system at an alarming rate 
and then returning,” Givan said. 
“It wasn’t a corrective system, it 
was a system that was repetitive. 
There were a lot of repeat offend-
ers.”

Givan had been a special edu-
cation teacher early in his career 
and said he saw a lot of young 
Black males siphoned into the 
special education system due to 
behavior problems, and later on, 
entering the prison system.

“There was a pipeline from 
special education to prison. There 
was a lot of gang violence at that 
time, and crack [cocaine] was on 
the rise,” Givan said. “There was 
a lot of turbulence in the commu-
nity and when we saw the endan-
gered African-American male, it 
was mostly associated with the 
fact that there was a high percent-
age — one out of four Black men, 
in the mid ‘80s — that had some 
involvement with the legal sys-
tem, which was incredible.”

A series of public hearings 
was held across the state, includ-
ing a hearing at the famed Apol-
lo Theater in Harlem that drew a 
huge crowd and media attention. 

“Some initiatives statewide 
came out of that,” he said, in-
cluding the creation of an Offi ce 
of Black Male Initiatives at cam-
puses in the State University of 
New York system to support Afri-
can-American male students.

The challenges facing young 
Black men were numerous, with 
some dating back generations.

“I think a lot of it stems from 
trauma from the enslavement pe-
riod that is unresolved,” Givan 
said. “The enslavement period 

was horrifi c — it was inhumane 
and we can’t begin to imagine 
some of the things that men and 
women were subjected to during 
that phase.”

The end of enslavement may 
have freed African-Americans in 
the United States, but the trauma 
they experienced would resonate 
for many years, Givan said.

“When the Emancipation 
Proclamation took place and en-
slaved people were free again, 
there were no mental health clin-
ics, there were no trauma centers, 
they didn’t have psychologists or 
psychiatrists or social workers 
to help them deal with the trau-
ma that they had experienced, in 
many cases for several genera-
tions,” he said. “That unresolved 
trauma just perpetuated. Not in 
all, but in many cases that trauma 
is still there, it is still present and 
still resides in many from genera-
tion to generation.”

Communities of color are also 
faced with societal challenges as 
well, he said.

“The other part of it is the lack 
of economic opportunity and that 
can be attributed to the education 
system, the lack of support due to 
a fractured family structure where 
in many situations there isn’t 
stability in the home, the lack 
of community support systems 
— there are so many reasons,” 
Givan said. “There is racism, a 
caste system that exists in this 
country that is not just based on 
race but on economic opportuni-
ty and sometimes economic op-
portunity is based on race. If you 
have access to information or re-
sources — Blacks and Hispanics 
oftentimes do not have that same 
availability.”

Progress in the African-Amer-
ican community has not been 
as swift or as comprehensive as 
Givan would have liked, and in 
some respects he has seen back-

wards movement, he said. 
One way to help young people 

of color is to reach them through 
involvement in community sports 
leagues, which would connect 
them with adult male fi gures who 
can guide and support them, the 
subject of Givan’s book. “Reach 
Your Community” was published 
in May 2021 and Givan was 
scheduled to go on a book tour, 
but the COVID-19 pandemic pre-
vented that from happening.

“I would like to see more men 
and women involved in simple 
things that make a big difference 
in society and which have certain-
ly made a difference in my life,” 
Givan said. “One way is to take 
the initiative and pull together a 
team in a basketball league, or in 
a baseball league. When you have 
men taking an interest in boys, it 
makes a difference. These young 
men will remember this their en-
tire lives. It helps to compensate 
in many ways for young men who 
may not have direct contact with 
strong men — you have an oppor-
tunity for one man to impact 12 
kids. Those are basic and simple 
things that we have to get back 
to.”

Addressing mental health 
issues resulting from both past 

trauma and the COVID pandem-
ic, is also vital, Givan said. 

“Mental health has been com-
pounded as a result of the pan-
demic, but I think the trauma goes 
back generations. It goes back to 
the enslavement period and it is 
unresolved,” Givan said. “If a 
child goes through a bad divorce 
and there is trauma from the di-
vorce and the child doesn’t see a 
psychiatrist or social worker — 
imagine their children and grand-
children, who never got the prop-
er support from a mental health 
standpoint, and the trauma goes 
from that person to their child, 
because they are broken, and then 
to the next child when they be-
come a parent.”

“Their parenting skills are 
based on what they experienced 
— and the pain and suffering they 
have experienced is passed on, 
and passed on, and passed on,” he 
said. “So at some point, we have 
to deal with that trauma and I 
don’t think it has been effectively 
dealt with in a serious way.”

Fixing today’s problems by resolving yesterday’s trauma
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The book “Reach Your Community,” written by an author with ties to Albany 
County, provides guidance on how to impact young people through sports 
programming.
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One of the things I liked most about my 
former job as a Cooperative Extension agent 
in Greene County was the process of figuring 
out what was causing problems with garden 
plants, lawns, trees or shrubs. It is sort of like 
detective work without a cloak or dagger.

I used what I learned about this topic 
in public health as well, when we contract-
ed with the New York State Department of 
Health to conduct educational programs to 
combat Lyme disease. This week I will share 
some principles of disease and infection I 
learned, which are pretty relevant in these 
days of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In order to contract a disease, whether 
it is a plant or animal disease, three factors 
must occur simultaneously. If any of these 
three factors are not present, there can be no 
disease. First, before I discuss these specific 
factors, I need to talk about the things that 
cause disease.

In general, disease-causing organisms 
are fungi, bacteria or viruses. All may cause 
diseases with similar symptoms, but all are 
different in their mode of action or how they 
infect.

It seems to me that most plant diseases 
are caused by fungi. Fungi are organisms that 
generally require water to become infectious. 

Lacking chlorophyll, they need to get their 
“food” from other sources than sunlight by 
breaking down and absorbing organic matter. 
Sometimes in the process of feeding on plant 
material, they kill or damage their host. This 
distinguished pathogens from saprophytes.

Once a plant is infected with a fungal 
disease, it is generally difficult to “cure” the 
infection. The general strategy is to try to 
prevent the infection in the first place or keep 
it from spreading. Fungi are living organisms 
that can survive for a long time, either active-
ly causing infection, or in a dormant state that 
may last for 100 years or more. This longev-
ity allows them to re-occur when conditions 
are right. Some fungal diseases are ubiqui-
tous and must be dealt with every season.

Twenty years ago, almost all the garden 
seeds that were sold were treated with a 
pink-colored fungicide called “Captan.” This 
fungicide protected tender seedlings from 
getting “damping off,” which is a general 
term for similar diseases caused by several 
genera of fungi. The infected seedlings grow 
spindly and eventually keel over and die with 
a conspicuous shriveling or narrowing of the 
stem at soil level. It is highly contagious and 
usually fatal once contracted.

It is virtually impossible to cure a flat 

of seedlings once the disease occurs, so the 
emphasis is on prevention. In addition to pre-
ventive chemical fungicides there are cultur-
al practices than can also be utilized, much to 
the satisfaction of gardeners who don’t want 
to use chemical fungicides.

Another major cause of disease in plants 
and animals are bacteria. Bacteria are also 
living organisms that can exhibit long-term 
dormancy. Like fungi, they can damage their 
hosts by “feeding” on the tissue of the host 
and using the host’s cells to grow and multi-
ply. Of course, not all bacteria are pathogenic 
and neither are all fungi.

Our bodies contain millions of foreign 
bacteria and fungi that do us no harm what-
soever. In fact, many of these organisms are 
responsible for keeping us healthy. Bacteria, 
like fungi, usually require water to become 
infectious.

One of the most common bacterial dis-
ease of pears and apples is called “fireblight.” 
This disease most often occurs when rain or 
hail hits flower blossoms. Splashing water 
spreads the disease. Most, but not all, fun-
gicides are ineffective in treating bacterial 
disease. Commercial fruit growers often use 
antibiotics, such as streptomycin, to try to kill 
bacteria.

A third major infectious agent is viruses. 
Viruses, like the COVID-19 virus, are very 
different than bacteria or fungi in the sense 
that they are not living organisms, per se. 
They can only survive and reproduce inside 
living cells. They have a very short life ex-
pectancy, unlike bacteria or fungi, and they 
don’t necessarily need water to infect. Think 
of them as renegade hunks of DNA or RNA 
that get into the genes of plants or animals, 
and direct the cells to make more viruses. 
They are also very tiny compared to fungi 
and bacteria.

Viral infections in plants are far less com-
mon than bacterial or fungal infections be-
cause they generally cannot get inside a plant 
without help from another living organism. 
Leafhopper insects and aphids are usually 
involved in viral infections in plants. These 
insects inject the virus into the plant physi-
cally with their mouthparts and once inside 
the plant they can replicate.

Since all three of these types of patho-
gens cause disease in somewhat different 
manners, dealing with them requires differ-
ent strategies, but the principles of infection 
remain essentially the same. This is where I 
will pick up the story next week.

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@cornell.edu

Plant diseases
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Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

By Bob Beyfuss
For Capital Region Independent Media

I suspect that every single 
town in almost all of New York 
state has a resident population of 
animals that RE called the “east-
ern coyotes.” Indeed, these crafty 
creatures have even been reported 
in New York City and are well es-
tablished on Long Island. 

The reason they are called 
the eastern coyote, instead of 
just plain coyote, is because this 
animal is quite different than its 
western cousins. Western coyotes 
are quite a bit smaller and skinni-
er than our local animal, looking 
more like the cartoon character 
“Wile E. Coyote.”

Some of you may remember 
the cartoon series in which “Wile 
E.” was forever in unsuccessful 
pursuit of the Roadrunner. Anyone 
who has seen a western coyote and 
our Eastern coyote up close will 
readily confirm they are very, very 
different in appearance. I have 
seen both animals up close and 
to my eye, western coyotes look 
more like foxes in size and stature, 

and eastern coyotes look more like 
large dogs. 

Although there is some docu-
mentation that coyotes existed in 
the east in prehistoric times, there 
is no record of them from colonial 
days. They appear to have popu-
lated our area within the past 30 to 
40 years. 

Some recent genetic studies 
seem to link the eastern coyote 
with red wolves, which would 
help to explain their larger size. 
They differ from wolves in their 
social structure, being much less 
likely to form large “packs.” 

A typical group of eastern 
coyotes is usually just a single 
family unit with perhaps four or 
five animals. Of course, many of 
us have heard these critters howl 
and it sounds like there are a doz-
en or more of them. Howling can 
be triggered by a whistle or a fire 
siren going off, or after a success-
ful hunt, as if they are celebrating 
a kill.  

One reason they have become 
so prolific is that they will eat vir-
tually anything, including carrion 
(dead animals). In fact, these scav-

engers are responsible for drag-
ging off most of our road-killed 
deer and other animals that get run 
over. They also eat deer (mostly 
fawns), fish, frogs, turtles, snails, 
birds, eggs, berries, insects and 
other plant material. In New York 
state, extensive studies show they 
mostly eat mice, voles and other 
animals we consider as pests. 

As a ginseng grower, I consider 
coyotes to be extremely beneficial 
members of the forest ecosystem 
since they preferentially eat mice 
and voles that feast on ginseng 
roots. 

Many deer hunters shoot coy-
otes because they consider them 
threats to the deer herd, although 
the scientific evidence does not 
support that hypothesis. 

I am not a fan of deer in gener-
al (except as food), since they tend 
to overpopulate their range and are 
capable of destroying entire popu-
lations of ginseng as well as other 
native herbaceous plants. I allow 
some people to hunt deer on my 
property, but no one is allowed to 
hunt coyotes. Unlike deer popula-
tions, which can quickly expand to 

such levels as to create ecological 
and economic havoc, coyote pop-
ulations tend to be self-limiting at 
levels that do not threaten other 
wildlife species or plants. 

Yes, they may also kill small 
domestic or farm animals such 
as lambs, dogs, chickens, ducks 
and cats. Some folks claim that 
our coyotes are actually coydogs, 
which are the result of a cross be-
tween a dog and coyote. This is 
very unlikely since coyotes are 
more inclined to kill dogs than 
breed with them. I have heard 
from some local folks who have 
lost pet dogs and cats to these ca-
nines. 

I can remember quite clearly 
back in the late 1950s and early 
1960s when we had packs of fe-
ral dogs roaming the area around 
Durham. It appears this smarter 
and more sophisticated predator 
has now replaced these dog packs. 

I cannot definitively answer 
the question “will coyotes hurt hu-
mans?” I do know there have been 
a few reports of western coyotes 
attacking babies in California, but 
to my knowledge there has never 

been a report of eastern coyotes 
attacking humans in New York 
state or elsewhere in the East. It 
seems like they are co-existing 
quite comfortably with us and are 
only spotted infrequently despite 
the fact that there are lots of them.  

Right now is the time of year 
when New York’s resident coyotes 
breed and set up dens for pups that 
will arrive in the spring, according 
to the New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation. 
While conflicts with people and 
pets are rare, New Yorkers should 
remain alert and follow DEC’s 
common-sense guidelines to mini-
mize the risk for potential conflicts 
with coyotes. 

If coyotes exhibit bold behav-
iors and fail to exhibit fear of peo-
ple, or if seen repeatedly during 
the day near residences, the public 
is advised to contact their Region-
al DEC Wildlife Office at https://
www.dec.ny.gov/about/558.html. 

Reach Bob Beyfuss at rlb14@
cornell.edu.

Wily coyotes

By Dick Brooks
For Capital Region Independent Media

Today is one of those days when 
Father Time reminds me that aging 
is not a passive activity.  

There is a certain pride in being 
able to do anything I could do when 
I was 20. The only change is that the 
recovery time is now measured by 
the calendar instead of by the clock. 

I am thankful that my mind is 
as sharp as it ever was, although if 
it was failing, would I even know? 
I just finished doing the breakfast 
dishes after I had gone into the 
kitchen for something that I couldn’t 
remember and did the dishes so the 
trip wouldn’t have been in vain.

Days like this, I remind myself 
that for an old poop, I’m doing well. 
I’m really quite a young senior cit-
izen and still view each day as an 
adventure. I can look back at many 
years full of fun and frolic. 

The world has changed since I 

first primal screamed my way into 
it and met my mother, who had 
brought me into it after being in 
labor for a month and a half (that’s 
what she told me and she never 
lied).  

I have a little card on my desk 
that I received many birthdays ago 
that lists facts about the year of my 
birth. That year was 1941. The life 
expectancy then was 62.9 years, 
which means I’m already over the 
limit, which makes me feel like 
I’m ahead of the game already. A 
new house then cost $4,075, a new 
car cost $850, a loaf of bread was 
$0.08, a gallon of milk cost $0.54 
and gas was $0.12 a gallon. The 
good old days!  

The prices don’t look so good, 
though, when you consider the av-
erage wage was $34.17 a week.  

Prices are a lot higher now but 
so are the wages. The year 1941 
was the year we got involved in 

World War II, which was no fault of 
mine, being brand new at the time 
and all. Korea, Vietnam, Iraq and 
Afghanistan since give evidence 
that we may be slow learners.

I’m happy with life, though. 
This getting older isn’t easy but it 
is interesting. Things fall into place 
and there’s a nice, slower rhythm to 
the days now. Things that used to 
annoy me now make me chuckle 
and some of the things that I used 
to laugh at now annoy the heck out 
of me.  

Case in point — politics. I used 
to be a politician, it was interesting 
and useful work. I remember when 
I looked at congressmen (and wom-
en) with respect for their wisdom 
and judgment.  

The activities of the government 
in the last decade has had me eat-
ing blood-pressure pills like pea-
nuts during the news broadcasts. 
It’s probably the long career in the 

classroom but I find stupidity ex-
tremely annoying in any shape or 
form.

I find myself looking forward to 
the future. Who knows what it will 
bring? I plan on being around for as 
long as I can and being as produc-
tive as I’m able. 

Being a writer-type person, I’ve 
spent time thinking about an epi-
taph for my rock of ages when I slip 
the surly bonds of Earth and go on 
to the last big adventure. I’ve liked 
cemeteries since I was a kid. The 
older they are, the more I like them. 
They are mostly peaceful green 
places full of history. 

The epitaphs on the old stones 
tell something about the person 
resting there. Modern stones don’t 
usually do that. I’d like to see that 
changed. I’d like something carved 
on mine. 

That’s where the writer part 
kicks in. It can’t be too wordy. It 

needs to be cool. It needs to make a 
statement about my present condi-
tion without making future readers 
think I was bragging or boasting 
about my life here.  

“Here Lies Dick Brooks — 
Stoned for the Last Time” was one 
possibility. Nice play on words, but 
since I don’t drink or use drugs, it 
might give the wrong impression. 
I finally found the absolutely right 
one on the sign of the Highway 
Drive-In a couple of years ago.  
Simple and short, it said, “Done.”

It’s been a good morning. Telly 
and I are going for a walk out in the 
cold.

Thought for the week — Don’t 
let your worries get the best of you. 
Remember, Moses started out as a 
basket case.

Until next week, may you and 
yours be happy and well.

Reach columnist Dick Brooks at 
Whittle12124@yahoo.com. 

Getting older isn’t easy
WHITTLING AWAY by Dick Brooks

By Toby Moore
For Capital Region Independent Media

I talked to a close friend the oth-
er day and when I asked him how 
he was doing, he declared, “I’m ter-
rible.” He went on to say how awful 
his life was. 

It didn’t matter what he talked 
about; he had a negative take on it. 
I asked him if he was pursuing his 
dreams, and his response was, “I 
don’t have time.” He proceeded to 
give me a list of excuses as to why 
he wasn’t able to follow his dreams 
and pursue anything worthwhile. 
He felt trapped; he felt like he was 
going nowhere. 

I just listened and tried to share a 
few laughs. I’ve learned that people 
don’t always want a pep talk; some 
people want to be in a dark place, 
and any positive thought to the con-
trary seems like a fairy tale. 

When he described his life, I 

saw all the reasons why his situation 
was perfect to follow his dreams, 
but he could only see why it wasn’t. 
Granted, I’m not in his shoes and 
I’ll never know what he’s going 
through. While that is true, we only 
need to look at history to see that 
people have lived in much worse 
situations than most modern-day 
Americans and still have gone on to 
achieve unbelievable victories. 

It boils down to what you con-
centrate on and what you think 
about most. 

When you see a giant standing 
in your path and want to defeat it, 
do you focus on how big and strong 
it is? Or do you focus on how slow 
it is and how hard it’s going to fall? 

So many of us overlook the 
good stuff and only see the bad. We 
only see the evil in the world, and 
we rarely recognize the good. 

If all you think about is the prob-
lems, the obstacles, the barriers, the 

stumbling blocks, and why you 
cannot overcome them, then you 
never will; you won’t even try.

On the contrary, if you think of 
victory and why you can rise above 
circumstances, new possibilities 
will emerge, and opportunities will 
arise that you otherwise wouldn’t 
have noticed. What you choose to 
focus on is probably the most cru-
cial factor in accomplishing your 
dreams. 

What you believe about your fu-
ture is everything. What you think 
about your future usually results 
from focusing on victory or defeat. 

Some would argue that our 
thoughts have nothing to do with 
the outcome of a situation. It seems 
to me they have everything to do 
with it. If you don’t believe you can 
accomplish what you want, you’ll 
become a victim of circumstance 
and be blown in whichever direc-
tion the wind blows.  

When you go through your day 
feeling frustrated, stressed out, con-
stantly complaining, and thinking 
about all your problems, you won’t 
imagine the possibilities. If all you 
do is amplify the negative, you’ll 
never live with faith. When you 
cannot live in faith, you aren’t liv-
ing up to your potential. 

When you’re having trouble be-
lieving, think of this quote by self-
help author Napoleon Hill: “What 
the human mind can conceive and 
believe, it can achieve.”

When you begin to believe, mo-
tivation will come, inspiration will 
take hold, you’ll become a more 
dynamic person, you’ll start to real-
ize all the reasons why you can, and 
you’ll begin to move towards the 
life you want.  

When you venture into the land 
of giants intending to take their 
land, you must only focus on all the 
reasons why you can defeat them. 

Never think of why you cannot. 
Your mind is where you’ll fight the 
most significant battle. 

Although it can be difficult to 
stop focusing on the negative in your 
life, it’s not as difficult as you think. 
It’s as easy as changing your mind. 
We all change our minds every day. 
When you change your mind to the 
positive and leave the negative life 
behind, you’ve changed; you’ve 
changed the structure of your brain 
and have started to walk down the 
path of becoming a different person. 

When the sun rises again tomor-
row, you have the chance to change 
your expectations and the way you 
think. You’ll have the opportunity 
to think of all the reasons you can. 
When you do that, you will be mov-
ing in the right direction. 

Toby Moore is a columnist, the 
star of Emmy-nominated “A Sepa-
rate Peace,” and the CEO of Cube-
stream Inc.

Switch your focus for success
Positively Speaking

By Mary Schoepe
For Capital Region Independent Media

I can’t wait for March 20 to ar-
rive! It’s one of my favorite times of 
the year because it marks the begin-
ning of spring. 

I love the warmth of the sun, 
the longer days and the feeling of 
renewal the warmer weather brings. 
And if you’re one of the 10 million 
people who suffer from seasonal af-
fective disorder (SAD), spring can’t 
get here soon enough. 

Discovered in 1984 by Dr. Nor-
man Rosenthal, SAD is an accept-
ed clinical condition that’s caused 
by low levels of vitamin D due to 
a limited exposure to natural day-
light. The reduced sunlight in the 
fall and winter months disrupts the 

body’s internal clock, which can 
lead to feelings of sadness and de-
pression in some people. Scientists 
are uncertain as to why some peo-
ple are affected while others are not, 
but one thing they do know is that 
SAD is not a disorder that should be 
taken lightly. 

Numerous studies also point 
out that during the fall and winter 
months, serotonin and melatonin 
levels are disrupted, affecting 
mood, sleep and more. 

For instance, research indicates 
low serotonin levels are associat-
ed with cravings for sugary foods, 
which is a common side effect of 
SAD. So if you can’t resist those 
chocolate chip cookies, it’s your 
brain screaming for serotonin! In-
stead, opt for healthier alternatives 

like nuts and seeds that increase 
serotonin levels and not your waist-
line. 

Dr. Rosenthal also points out 
that “lengthening” the shorter win-
ter days with artificial light increas-
es serotonin levels and boosts mood 
and energy. 

“In many cases light therapy 
can replace medication for people 
with SAD,” said Michael Terman, 
Ph.D., director of the Center for 
Light Treatment and Biological 
Rhythms at Columbia University 
Medical Center. 

Experts recommend using a 
light box every day from the time 
you first experience symptoms all 
the way through the spring. 

Another effective way to boost 
serotonin is by exercising. Re-

searchers investigating the impact 
of light therapy found that just 20 
minutes of pedaling on a station-
ary bike was as effective as light 
therapy in producing a significant 
reduction in symptoms. However, 
for people experiencing SAD the 
timing is critical. Exercising in the 
evening interrupts the production 
and cycle of melatonin, which will 
affect the quality of your sleep. 

Another popular method of 
treating SAD is with vitamin D. 
Also known as the “sunshine vita-
min,” vitamin D is crucial, especial-
ly when it comes to beating SAD. 
Unfortunately, most adults have 
some sort of deficiency and vitamin 
D is at the top of the list. 

Dr. Andrew Weil recommends 
taking at least 2,000 IU to effective-

ly treat SAD. If you suspect you are 
not getting enough vitamin D, it is 
worth discussing it with your health 
care provider. 

You can also treat SAD by using 
essential oils, also known as aroma-
therapy. 

“Essential oils can influence 
the area of the brain that’s respon-
sible for controlling moods and the 
body’s internal clock that influenc-
es sleep and appetite,” according to 
Dr. Kala.

Even though I have provided 
some of the best natural ways to 
treat SAD, it is a serious condition, 
so please seek professional medical 
advice. 

Beat the winter blues
Fitness Concepts
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Transcribed from her diary by 
Kathy Saurer Osborne

Sunday, March 11: Fair. 
Didn’t feel good and stayed 
home from Church. Joyce and 
Adrienne went though.

•  Monday, March 12: F a i r . 
Got up sick. Intestinal grippe. 
Joyce did the work as the girls 
had school. Put out the wash 
and got it in and did all the iron-
ing. Gene in and out visiting.

•  Tuesday, March 13: F a i r . 
Took Joyce to Greenville. 
Didn’t do much. Gertrude went 
to Theresa’s home at 5 p.m. 
Finished Dunham’s scarf. Talk-
ed with Kelly and Delite. Youth 
Fellowship tonight at Wright’s 
(Porter’s). Have winter aconite 

and snow drops in bloom.
•  Wednesday, March 14: 

Snow, sleet and rain. Didn’t do 
much, dark dreary day. Made 
bread pudding, did hand wash-
ing and ironing.

•  Thursday, March 15: Some 
sunshine. Cleaned back hall 
cupboard. Washed gloves and 
sweaters etc. Gene and Stubby 
at F.F.A. banquet at school. Don 
at a meeting in Hudson. GE.

•  Friday, March 16: Fair. 
Cleaned bedrooms, cleaned sil-
ver and did odd jobs. Joyce came 
with Don. We (Gene Joyce and 
I) went to the dance and supper 
for the Fire Ladies. They made 
$89, nearly $90. Stubby brought 
a Motorola. Don had them both 
going together. The Motorola 

has a much better tone than the 
Olympic. Guess we are keeping 
the Motorola.

•  Saturday, March 17: 
Cloudy. Cleaned all up for the 
card party. Had only three ta-
bles. The leftovers looked at 
TV. Gene went to Albany with 
Rachel and when she got back 
went to Effie’s to help her.

•  Sunday, March 18: Cloudy. 
Went to Church, Joyce Adri-
enne and I. Had to get common 
ready. Pearl and Millie played 
and sang. Ha!

•  Monday, March 19: F a i r 
and cold, windy. Took Joyce to 
Greenville this a.m. Gene did 
the washing. Hung it out and 
brought it in for me. Children 
at school. Don on the job. Joyce 

and Gene each got a letter from 
Chuck. And Joyce got a regis-
tered letter from the bank.

•  Tuesday, March 20: Ra in . 
Sleet and snow last night. Did 
up everyday work and Gene and 
I went to Delite’s. Had a good 
time. Gene went to Catskill 
with Philip to get the chickens 
sexed. Home 4 p.m. Gertrude at 
Gert Smith’s. Had a card from 
Addie. He’s in Glens Falls.

•  Wednesday, March 21: 
Fair. Did ironing and everyday 
work. Rachel in a few minutes 
in the a.m. Children at school.

•  Thursday, March 22: 
Cloudy. Cleaned bedrooms and 
did everyday work. Girls home 
at noon. Joyce came with Don. 
She has Good Friday off. All 

watched TV in the evening. Ad-
die in. Gene gave me a pretty 
Easter basket. 

•  Friday, March 23: Cloudy. 
Light snow. Didn’t feel good 
and didn’t do much. The girls 
cleaned their closet and bed-
room. Allyn and Janet here for 
TV tonight.

•  Saturday, March 24: Fair. 
Made pies and Adrienne and 
Adele cake and cookies. Ger-
trude has another horrid cold. 
Cleaned living rooms and dust-
ed. Gertrude took a ride with 
Rachel. Don out fixing a re-
frigerator. Went to Middleburg 
in eve. Joyce got me a new hat. 
Very cute. Pink flowers. Chuck 
sent her an orchid. Pretty! 

Grandma Mackey’s Diary
1951 life in Medusa

ANY YEAR • ANY MAKE
NO PAYMENTS 
UNTIL SUMMER!*1.69%

APPLY ONLINE AT SUNMARK.ORG/SALE

AS LOW AS
APR**

*Interest will begin to accrue immediately upon loan disbursal. Payment deferment will extend the life of your loan and may cause an increase 
in the final payment amount. Additional terms and conditions apply. Speak to a Sunmark representative for details. **APR (Annual Percentage 
Rate). Rate applies to purchase or refinance of vehicles up to 115% of KBB value or purchase price, including sales tax, with a term of 60 
months. Monthly payments of $17.40 per $1,000 borrowed. Rate applies to highly-qualified applicants based on credit history. Minimum amount 
borrowed is $2,500. Must apply between February 28 – March 12, 2022 and close your loan within 30 days. Cashout refinance accepted. Rates 
subject to change. Other financing options available; call for details.

FEB28 - MAR12
AUTO LOAN SALE

ALBANY, NY – On Thurs-
day, Feb. 10, the New York 
Water Environment Associa-
tion (NYWEA), a statewide 
non-profit organization of 
leaders in water quality man-
agement, presented state Sen. 
Michelle Hinchey with the es-
teemed Nelson A. Rockefeller 
Award for her commitment to 
advancing clean water initia-
tives and to modernizing and 
investing in New York state’s 
aging water infrastructure.

“I am incredibly humbled 
and honored that the New York 
Water Environment Association 
has seen in me a level of work 
on water quality issues that they 
deem worthy of the prestigious 
Nelson A. Rockefeller Award,” 
Hinchey said. “Water is the 
most precious resource we have 
on Earth, which is why I’ve 
made protecting it a top prior-
ity in my office because no one 
should struggle with something 
that is guaranteed as a human 
right in New York.”

“This work is personal to 
me,” Hinchey added. “I started 
my career as a grassroots or-
ganizer for Environment New 

York and became enamored 
with that work thanks almost 
entirely to my father, who was 
a leading voice in this fight. I’m 
dedicated to continuing the gen-
erations of important work of 
those who came before me and 
I am deeply grateful to NYWEA 
for this award. I will continue 
to advance real, meaningful 
improvements to New York’s 
aging systems until everyone 
across our state has access to 
clean water.”

Patricia Cerro-Reehil, exec-
utive director of the NY Water 
Environment Association, said 
the honor is well deserved.

“NYWEA is honored 
to award Senator Michelle 
Hinchey with the Nelson A. 
Rockefeller Award,” Cer-
ro-Reehil said. “This award 
commemorates Nelson A. 
Rockefeller’s insightful lead-
ership when he proposed, pro-
moted and implemented the 
State Pure Waters Program and 
encouraged the federal govern-
ment to follow suit, this action 
culminated in the 1972 Clean 
Water Act. This is tremendous-
ly meaningful for us to give this 

award to the Senator on the 50th 
anniversary of the Clean Water 
Act. Presenting her with this 
award has additional historical 
meaning to NYWEA, as her fa-
ther received this same award in 
2001. This award is one of NY-
WEA’s most prestigious awards 
and given to an elected official 
who has made substantial and 
meaningful contributions to ad-
vancing effective water quality 
programs.”

Clean water initiatives cre-
ated and supported by Hinchey 
include:

• Introducing the Safe Water 
Infrastructure Action Program 
to provide municipalities with 
a steady funding stream to fi-
nance water system upgrades 
and repairs. (S3968A)

• Leading a Bipartisan Legis-
lative Forum Focused on Clean 
Water Infrastructure Funding 
Reform to identify clean water 
issues burdening municipalities 
and solutions to fix New York’s 
aging water systems.  

• Passing legislation to ex-
pand water testing for lead and 
other contaminants in schools, 
making school drinking water 

safer and cleaner for students 
and staff. (S2122A)

• Passing legislation to es-
tablish New York’s first list of 
emerging contaminants, requir-
ing every water utility across 
the state to test for those con-
taminants and notify the public 
if dangerous levels are found. 
(S1759A)

• Working with advocates to 
stop a pumped storage facility 
from being built on the Ashokan 
Reservoir and threatening the 
New York City Watershed.

• Championing the Green 
Amendment, which adds the 
right to clean air, clean water, 
and a healthful environment in 
the New York State Constitu-
tion. 

• Working with her col-
leagues to secure a record $300 
million for the Environmental 
Protection Fund (EPF), which 
supports a range of local envi-
ronmental projects, from pro-
tecting farmland to conserving 
our watershed areas.

• Securing $4.5 million for 
climate-resilient farming pro-
grams and $18 million for farm-
land protection.

• Reinstating the $3 billion 
Environmental Bond Act for 
November 2022 voter approval, 
which would allow the state to 
reduce pollution, upgrade water 
and wastewater infrastructure, 
preserve open space, and help 
our communities build resil-
ience to extreme weather.

• Sponsoring the Soil Health 
and Climate Resiliency Act 
(S4722A) to reduce carbon 
emissions and help farmers ex-
pand healthy soil practices.

• Delivering the first-ev-
er funding stream for Catskill 
Park, putting it on par with the 
Adirondacks, as well as an ad-
ditional $100,000 to expand the 
number of Catskill Park Stew-
ards.

• Introducing legislation to 
establish the first-ever position 
of Catskill Park Coordinator 
(S6421) within the Department 
of Environmental Conservation 
to address natural resource and 
public access concerns through-
out the Catskill ecosystem.

Hinchey honored by New York Water Environment Association
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Many people, both men and 
women, kept diaries in the past. 
I have a small collection of local 
diaries and would love to have 
more because they illustrate the 
daily lives people were leading 
and what and who was import-
ant to them. Most people started 
diary keeping on January 1 of 
a given year. While they may 
not have continued recording 
until the end of the year, the di-
aries usually tell what their au-
thors were doing on New Year’s 
Day. Since this edition of “The 
Greenville Pioneer” is coming 
out on January 1, I thought I 
would share with you how some 
people spent that day in the past. 
I don’t even know the names of 
all those who kept the diaries. 
Often, they didn’t put their 
names in the books. Perhaps you 
can guess who the authors might 
have been. If you do fi nd a clue, 
please let me know.

 Helen Tripp was one of the 
daughters of Alfred and Maria 
Utter Tripp. She was born Jan-
uary 26,1853, and she lived un-
til January 27, 1917. She lived 
in the brick house on the main 
street of Oak Hill with her fam-
ily. On January 1, 1874, she 
started a diary: 

Thursday, Weather very 
pleasant. I worked around the 
house until noon. In the after-
noon sewed on my dress. Did 
not go anywhere nor was there 
any one in here till evening. Mrs. 
Eliza Flower called. Received a 
letter from Libbie Russell.

Friday, January 2: Weather 
very pleasant, thawed all day. 
I sewed on my dress nearly all 
day. Aunt Mary Utter and Jim-
mie came down this evening to 
go to the donation. [I can imag-
ine what the donation was, but 
can anyone share more informa-
tion?] Aunt Mary invited us to 
go with her. The coal fi re went 
out last night. I had to make it 
up this morning. Aunt Mary had 
a very nice time; they cleared 
$104.

Saturday, January.3: Weath-
er very pleasant; thawed all day 
again today. I had to make the 
coal fi re again today. Father, 
Mother, Hattie and Carrie [her 
two youngest sisters] went over 
to Uncle Briggs today. [Uncle 
Briggs was a Tripp and lived in 
Medusa or Westerlo]. I fi nished 
my dress, all but the buttons and 
pockets.

Sunday, January 4:  Weather 
very nice and pleasant. Went to 
Durham to church this morn-
ing. Did not get back in time 
for Sunday School. Did not go 
to church this afternoon. [The 
Tripps lived next to the Oak Hill 
Methodist Church and were al-
ways very involved there.]  Or-
ville preached. I wrote a letter 
to Libbie Russell this evening. 
Did not go to church. [It sounds 
like there were opportunities to 
spend the whole day and eve-
ning at church.]

Chauncey B Day from Al-
cove recorded on January 
1,1887: Thurs. Went to Al-
cove—got 3 gal. kerosene.

The diary of another anon-
ymous person recorded: Jan 1, 
1888 Rained all day. Hugh here 
in evening. 

A. M. Cowles recorded in 
his diary: January 1, 1898: The 
snow that fell yesterday has 
been piled in heaps last night 
and the wind is still blowing. 
I could not get home last night 
for the snow was drifted.  Mr. 
Whitehead and myself played 5 
games of dominoes this morn-
ing.  In the evening played with 
Mr. Mackey. Mr. Cook and 
brother drove them to the house 
to break out the roads.

Jan. 1, 1918:  A diary from 
the Wade family recorded: Mary 
is with us. We stay in all day. 
Big Fire in Catskill 2:20 a.m.

Mrs. Mary D. Mattice from 
Catskill wrote: Wednesday, Jan 
1,1919: We stayed home. Made 
head cheese and hockeye [a pig 
product].

For years many Oak Hill and 
Vicinity families have gone to 
Florida in the winter; the Tripps, 
the Fords, and the Wades all had 
houses in the Bradenton area. 
For these folks, the New Year 
was a time to go south. A series 
of diaries written by the Wade 
family give an idea of what the 
New York folks did in Florida:

Gainesville Fla Jan 1, 1925. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bates, Nelson and 
I ate our New Year’s dinner to-
gether outside our tents plac-
ing our tables together. (Menu:  
fricasseed chicken, sweet and 
white potatoes, cucumber pick-
les, chili sauce, creamed onions, 
green peas, sweet corn, celery, 
cranberries sauce.  Coffee Lem-
on pies.) The men washed the 
dishes for us. Mrs. Bates and 
I called on Mrs. Harder from 
Hudson on this camp.

Jan 1, 1928: Spend the day a 
home. Bates are away the week 
end. Mr. and Mrs. Lasher called 
this afternoon. We spend our 
spare time writing letters. Nel-
son goes to church.

Deland Fla:  Jan 1, 1930 A 
very lovely day. Need no fi re. 
Wash this am; take a nap this af-
ternoon. And go with the Lash-
ers to see the Glorifi ed Ameri-
can Girl.

1934:  Deland, Fla. We go out 
for dinner and go to the movies 
in afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. Kipp 
from Orange City call in the 
evening. Tooldie seems some 
better today. 80 in the shade.

Jan 1, 1935: A lovely day. 
We call on Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
and the Hacks. Have our din-
ner at home. Spend our evening 
with Mr. and Mrs. Luke

Jan 2.  Three callers. Nice 
day. Our anniversary. Hacks for 
the evening.

Jan. 1, 1938: A lovely day. 

Had dinner at home. Junior with 
us. There was a dinner at the CC 
[country club?] Building for the 
Tourists but we did not go. The 
holidays passed off very pleas-
antly. Thunder showers later 
evening.

Jan 1, 1939:  callers this af-
ternoon.

Jan 2 this is our 56th wedding 
anniversary. Quite a change be-
tween then and now

Jan 1, 1940:  Mr. and Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Lasher, Nelson 
and I had our dinner at the Tour-
ist Club Rooms. A very nice 
turkey dinner gotten on purpose 
for the club about 230 were 
there.  Price 80 cents. The busi-
ness meeting at 7:00, then an 
entertainment and refreshments 
and card playing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howards came this afternoon. 

You can see the New York 
folks had a wide circle of 
friends, lots of activities, and 
warm weather. Some of them 
stayed a few months and then 
returned north. Others made 
Florida their permanent home. 

Another diary which has 
no name identifying its owner, 
written in an O-K Seal Theme 
Tablet is one of my favorites. It 
is titled “My Diary for 1936.”

Wed. Jan 1 --1936:  Geils, 
John and I were to Flossies & 
Harris. A beautiful day. Came 
back and stopped at Golda’s, 
they were sawing ice.

Thurs. Jan 2. John went on 
the road I did chores, washed, 
another lovely day starting to 
rain at night. Reggie Fowler 
broke his leg at Newells.

Friday, Jan 3. Johns home, it 
rained all day. John went with 
Floyd Nickerson after hay.  I 
went to Helens.

Saturday Jan 4:  Lovely 
day just like spring. Helen and 
I went to Middleburg got our 
money from Clarence, came 
back by way of Potter Hollow. 
Stopped at Ethel Bates got home 
about 4 oclock had a hay ride 
through the woods.

Sunday Jan 5: Just a perfect 
day Very icy rained last night.  
John walked to Elmers. Geil, 
K.O. and Cecile was down after 
milk.

Mary Wade, wife of Leslie 
Wade, lived in the Green Re-
vival house in Oak Hill. She 
became the Durham Town Clerk 
January 1, 1946 and record-
ed in her diary: We have Town 
Clerk’s offi ce and had the safe 
etc. moved to our house.  Wrote 
a few licenses.  Stayed home for 
New Year’s Day.

Jan. 2:  got desk ready for 
Town Papers, etc.  Had to get 
new battery for car. Pop [Leslie] 
got all the Town Clerk material 
in order for me. Not much busi-
ness yet. 

Brooks Atkinson, the dra-

ma critic for the “New York 
Times,” and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author who had a house in 
Durham on the Susquehanna 
Turnpike for many years, pub-
lished a book in 1951 called 
“Once Around the Sun.” It is 
presented in diary form in that 
there is an essay for every day 
of the year. 

Some essays describe local 
residents, but today I want to 
share his philosophical com-
ments on January 1, 1951. He 
was in New York City that day. 
His musings seem relevant for 
today: “New Year’s Day. The 
new year comes in with a sting. 
New York is alarmed. Rain fall-
ing at a freezing temperature 
has covered the sidewalks with 
a hard glaze. Speaking over the 
city radio the mayor personally 
warns motorists to keep off the 
icy streets. The Weather Bu-
reau forecasts a heavy snow-
storm tonight. At the moment, 
the year looks bright…. we are 
warm and we begin the new 
year triumphantly. The worst 
can happen; occasionally it 
does. Not many of us in Ameri-
ca are prepared for it, for we do 
not believe it in our bones. We 
cheerfully assume that in some 
mystic way love conquers all, 
the good outweighs evil in the 
just balances of the universe and 
that at the eleventh hour some-
thing gloriously triumphant 
will prevent the worst before 
it happens. In the austere light 
of the world’s experience our 
optimism is naïve. When wars 
and depressions strike us down, 
we are shocked, incredulous, 
and unprepared. But cautious 
calculations bore us; they have 
such a dismal appearance and 
sound. To Americans optimism 
is a more congenial attitude. It 
may be even more than that: it 
may be creative. For all that I 
know at the moment, ‘Happy 
New Year’ may be nothing less 
than prophecy as the world be-
gins one more journey around 
the sun.”

Columnist Mary Lou Nahas 
is the Town of Durham Histori-
an. She lives in Oak Hill, thus 
the name of her column. 

Greenville Auto & Truck Parts 
4979 Route 81, Greenville · 518-966-5344 

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 · Sat 8-5 · Sun 9-2 

OVERBAUGH
DUMPSTERS 

15-Yard Dumpsters Available 
Mark Overbaugh - Greenville 

518-947-9981

Spring Cleaning?? 
Want to Get Rid of Old Metal? 
All Metals Picked up FREE!! 

All appliances - Air Conditioners 
Outdoor Grills - Metal Swimming Pools 

Call Today! 
John at 518-756-3056 

Many people kept diaries in the past

The front of the “Once Around the Sun” dust jacket is typical of illustration in 1951 
when it was published. The book sold for $4.

The dress Helen Tripp wrote about in her diary would likely have been similar to those worn by the Tripp ladies in this picture. 
They prided themselves on their fashionable attire, made mostly at home. At that period of time, the local stores sold yard 
good and notions. Some ladies in town had a dressmaker come to stay for a week or so to make their new gowns.

The Tripps had a house in Bradenton, where the whole family visited.  I U was in 
fact living there when he died, but his body was returned to Oak Hill for burial in 
the Oak Hill Cemetery. They were members of the Bradenton Country Club.

Mary Wade of Oak Hill was one of the many area people who went to Florida each 
winter. Some visited; others retired there. Most people drove from the Catskills to 
Florida, and there are numerous accounts of their trips which took several days 
and possibly car repairs along the way. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The back of the dustjacket of Brooks Atkinson’s book pictures him and tells about 
his many achievements.

Researching the history of 
three Oak Hill houses

By Mary Lou Nahas
For Capital Region Independent Media

Quite a lot is known about many 
of the historic properties in Oak 
Hill. 

There are 11 buildings individu-
ally listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places and several list-
ed on the Greene County Historic 
Register, all well researched and 
documented. A section of the Main 
Street was named as a National 
Register District in 2017. The ham-
let was deemed eligible for listing 
according to the following criteria: 

“The structures located along 
Route 81 in the village of Oak Hill 
comprise a distinctive ensemble of 
19th century buildings which form 
an historically and architecturally 
significant district. This district ex-
tends from the edge of the village 
settlement just north of Lee Road, 
along Rte. 81 past the intersection 
of County Rte. 22. The majority 
of the structures date to the first 
half of the19th century when the 
village was a prosperous center of 
mills and manufacturing. Many of 
these are distinguished examples of 
the Greek Revival style, with ped-
imented gables and even returns, 
corner pilaster and 6/6 windows. 
These structures exhibit varying 
degrees of integrity, but few have 
suffered drastic alternations or un-
sympathetic additions. The village 
as a whole retains its historic char-
acter and strongly recalls the period 
of its prosperity in the last century.”

Unfortunately, not all the prop-
erties in the district are documented, 
maybe because the owners don’t 
know how to go about the research 
or just have not had time to do so. 

Today I want to start telling the 
story of three properties at the top of 
the district going toward Cooksburg 
that have not been written about. As 
you will see, I still have many ques-
tions about their history. Maybe 
someone will share some informa-
tion with me. I plan to keep working 
on their histories. I’ll share with you 
what I have so far and how I got this 
information.

An early post card labeled Up-

per Main St, Oak Hill, N.Y., shows 
the three houses I’m writing about. 

I went first to the 1856 Guild 
Map of Oak Hill. That map shows 
one house was owed by L.F. Bill-
ings and two by C. Layman. I do 
not recognize any of the names and 
didn’t find information about the 
people in my usual references. A 
piece of the puzzle I need to fill in. 

The 1867 Beers map shows the 
houses owned by P. Rockefeller, 
J. Rockefeller and Mrs. Layman. 
Beers History of Greene County 
told me the Rockefeller family is an 
ancient and highly respected family, 
quite numerous. Amos, Harry, Ja-
cob and others kept summer board-
ers. In the Tripp store daybook in 
1859 Jacob Rockefeller is credited 
with 12 bushels of oats at 40 cents 
a bushel. So, Jacob must have done 
some farming. 

The Guild map shows Rocke-
feller as owning two parcels of 
land up what is now Lee Road. A 
Peter Rockefeller, who died April 
21, 1875, is buried in the Oak Hill 
Cemetery. Peter was married to 
Catherine Sebolt, who died in 1879. 
I’d like to know more about the 
Rockefellers in Oak Hill. Research 
for another time.

Sheldon Ives wrote an article 
titled “‘Oak Hill in 1930 As I Re-
member It’ by Sheldon Ives with 
help from Evie Alger.” It was pub-
lished in the Greenville Local, April 
26, 1990. Sheldon also commented, 
“I haven’t named all the buildings 
in town, only the ones that im-
pressed me the most.” I wish he had 
mentioned all the houses, but what 
he says is good information: “Com-
ing from the west, past the cemetery 
down Christian Hill, the first house 
on the right was the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Byron Hall, part owners 
of Hall and Burnett Store. Next to 
them lived Dr. Simmons.”

The Hall house seems to be in 
the house listed on the early maps 
as belonging to L.F. Billings (1856) 
and then P. Rockefeller (1867). 
My question is did Bryan and Hat-
tie Tripp Hall build the house that 
Sheldon Ives refers to as theirs or 
purchase it? I have quite a lot of 

Tripp family material and I have 
never found an account of their 
building it. So, I am assuming they 
purchased the house. 

The house was in Hattie’s name 
alone and her will states: “I give, 
devise and bequeath to my husband, 
Byron Hall, the use of my home and 
household goods in the village of 
Oak Hill, NY, during his lifetime… 
He is to keep said premises in good 
repair during his lifetime at his own 
expense, and pay all assessments 
against it. At my husband’s death 
the house and contents are to be dis-
posed of at the discretion of my then 
living heirs.” 

Attached to the will is a list 
of the contents of the house by 
room: front hall, parlor, bedroom, 
old-fashioned room, upstairs room 
front, den, upper hall, dining room, 
kitchen, cellar, porch. I’d like to find 
pictures, but an early description is 
good, too. I don’t have space to tell 
you all that was in each room. The 
Halls had no children: Hattie died in 
1940 and Byron in 1945. 

I think the next likely owner of 
the house was Alice Linden Bos-
trom. According to a niece, Pat Lin-
den Coppersmith, her family moved 
to Oak Hill in 1948 and she fol-
lowed with her family a few years 
later. Her house was a two-family 
house and her sister Gertrude Lin-
den and her family lived there too. 

“I believe around 1952 she 
opened her beauty shop and ran it 
until the early 1980’s,” she said. 

There is room for more research 
here and fortunately there are peo-
ple alive who knew her and loved 
her, so there is the possibility of in-
terviews with people who remem-
ber. Just about every woman in 
town had her hair done there regu-
larly and they brought their children 
along with them often.

Moving on to the next house: 
The Guild Map 1856 lists C. Lay-
man as the owner and Beers 1867 
shows it belonging to J. Rockefel-
ler. Who built it, I don’t know, but 
Dr. Simmons lived there a number 
of years. Dr. M. Herbert Simmons 
was born in Starksboro, Vermont, 
March 14, 1858. He was graduat-

ed from Albany Medical College 
in 1880. He started practice in Co-
eymans and then after one year, 
he came to Oak Hill, where he re-
mained for seven years, according 
to the Catskill Recorder.  

Borthwick in “Beers’ History of 
Greene County 1884” mentions Dr. 
M.H. Simmons as one of the doc-
tors in town. In 1888, Dr. Simmons 
went to Orange, New Jersey, where 
he remained until 1918, when he re-
turned to open an office in Oak Hill. 

Mrs. Hulbert told Mike Hayes 
that when Mae Kellam had a tea-
room, Dr. Simmons ate there every 
day. He had a cocker spaniel, and 
she would put out one plate for him 
and one for the dog. He was listed as 
still practicing in Oak Hill in 1942. 
Dr. Simmons died in July, 1945, at 
the age of 87 in Westerlo following 
a long illness, according to his obit-
uary. Funeral services were held at 
Cunningham Funeral Parlor and the 
body was taken to Troy to be cre-
mated. Fortunately, we have a num-
ber of pictures of the house when 
Dr. Simmons lived there.

While I don’t have a copy of the 
deed, I think it likely that Leland 
and Margaret Dingman Hunt were 
the next owners of the house. Mar-
garet was born and grew up on the 
Dingman farms in Oak Hill. Leland 
and Margaret were married July 15, 
1950, and moved to the house. Le-
land died in 1975. Margaret taught 
school for 37 years and lived in the 
house the rest of her life. Today no 
one lives there.

Next is a house that C. Layman 
owned in in 1856 and Mrs. Layman 
in 1867. I do know that the house is 
later identified as owned by Hattie 
Bloom. George E. Bloom and Hat-
tie Hagadorn were married in 1904 
in Massachusetts. They owned the 
Catskill Mountain Witch Hazel 
Company, that George had estab-
lished in 1902. They were Distillers 
of Triple Extract of Witch Hazel. 
G.E. was the company president 
and Hattie the secretary and trea-
surer. How well they did, I do not 
know. I looked up witch hazel and 
found it is widely used today, but I 
have yet to find more information 

about their business. 
Hattie made her will in March 

1946. It had 39 specific bequests, 
which tells us something about 
what was in the house and clues of 
names to use in further research: 

“I give to Eleanor Wickham 
Bowman one diamond out of my 
three-diamond ring, a mahogany 
bed, riser and washstand, a ma-
hogany drop-leaf table, a harp back 
Windsor chair and several blue 
rugs… I give to Barbara Wickham 
one-half dozen napkins marked 
B, a folding chair with dog head 
arms, a hand-painted picture, one 
chiffonier and two pairs of pillow-
cases marked B… I give to Helen 
Hagadorn the sum of $1000, four 
sheets, 3 pairs of pillowcases, small 
cameo pin, one diamond out of the 
three-diamond ring, a tablecloth, 
one dozen napkins, one crotched 
bedspread, one Steiff silver jelly 
spoon marked H.L.B. if living, if not 
to her mother Zorah Hagadorn… 
I give to Mrs. Grace Rockefeller 
MacGilloway three volumes of the 
Rockefeller Genealogy… I direct 
my executors to sell my real prop-
erty and distribute the proceeds as 
personal property, except, however, 
that Emma Turner shall have the 
use of my home for one year after 
my decease, if desired, and my ex-
ecutors to pay all electric and fuel 
bills during such time as she shall 
occupy my home… I appoint Con-
rad Metzger and Eunice Hornberg-
er Foland executors of this, my last 
will and testament.”

Shirley Winnie at one time 
owned the property. The house has 
sold three times in the last 20 years 
to people from down state, each 
owner has improved the house and 
it is very much alive today. Sadly, 
the barn or carriage house in the 
back was burned down a number of 
years ago.

There are a lot of gaps in the 
story of these three houses, but I am 
glad I have found the information I 
have shared today. Maybe you will 
help me fill in the gaps or start re-
searching your own property if you 
live in an old house.

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION

Date: 02/18/2022

Applicant: HOLCIM (US) INC
 8700 W Bryn Mawr Ave Ste 300
 Chicago, IL 60631

Facility: RAVENA CEMENT PLANT
 1916 US RTE 9W
 RAVENA, NY 12143

Application ID: 4-0124-00001/00073
Permits(s) Applied for: 1 - Article 23 Title 27 Mined Land Reclamation
Project is located: in COEYMANS in ALBANY COUNTY

Project Description:
LafargeHolcim has applied for a Mined Land permit renewal and is proposing to modify the currently approved Reclamation Plan by 
altering the reclamation grading and objective for the 12-acre “life-of-mine” (LOM) area. The LOM area is located directly east of US 
Route 9W and adjacent to the main plant’s north entrance road and consists of soil and rock stockpiles. Soil stockpiles originated 
from construction of the new cement plant and crusher fines (rock) piles originated from the production of aggregate at the mine. 
The current reclamation objective for the LOM area consists of grading the area flat, covering it with six (6) inches of crushed stone 
and allowing it to be used for parking and/or storage. The new goal is to eliminate this area’s existing stockpiled materials, grade it 
flat, add six (6) inches of topsoil and return the area to natural meadow vegetation.

Availability of Application Documents:
Filed application documents, and Department draft permits where applicable, are available for inspection during normal business 
hours at the address of the contact person. To ensure timely service at the time of inspection, it is recommended that an appointment 
be made with the contact person.

State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) Determination:
Project is an Unlisted Action and will not have a significant impact on the environment. A Negative Declaration is on file. A coordinated 
review was not performed.

SEQR Lead Agency: None Designated

State Historic Preservation Act (SHPA) Determination:
The proposed activity is not subject to review in accordance with SHPA.  The application type is exempt and/or the project involves 
the continuation of an existing operational activity.

DEC Commissioner Policy 29, Environmental Justice and Permitting (CP-29):
It has been determined that the proposed action is not subject to CP-29.

Availability For Public Comment:
Comments on this project must be submitted in writing to the Contact Person no later than 04/01/2022 or 30 days after the 
publication date of this notice, whichever is later.

Contact Person
PATRICIA M GABRIEL

NYSDEC
1130 N Westcott Rd
Schenectady, NY 12306
(518) 357-2069



The Greenville Pioneer • Friday,  March 11, 2022                                                                                         13

Disclaimer: The views and opinions ex-
pressed in this column are those of the colum-
nist and do not necessarily refl ect the views 
or positions of Capital Region Independent 
Media.

By Pat Larsen
For Capital Region Independent Media

“I alone cannot change the world.
  But, I can cast a stone across the waters to
  create many ripples.”

 — Mother Teresa 
This is the fi rst of a three-part series that I 

have decided to write regarding my personal 
experience with a serious health issue during 
this pandemic. 

I’m obliged to add that this is “my per-
sonal story” and in no way represents the 
opinions or experiences of anyone else. 

My desire and drive to share this personal 
experience is very strong as it relates to cur-
rent events and how it impacted the actions 
I had to take to get the care I needed sooner 
rather than later. 

I maintain a strong presence in my com-
munity working under the umbrella of fi tness 
for seniors, baby boomers and elders, in ad-
dition to bringing many other healing modal-
ities that open doorways to the well-being of 
others. Writing this column for the past seven 
years has been a passion with a purpose for 
me. I am extremely grateful to those who 
have followed me these many years and ex-
pressed their appreciation for the content of 
the column.

MY STORY: I was diagnosed with and 
treated for atrial fi brillation last summer. The 
procedure to treat this condition was a surgi-
cal ablation that was done in August 2021. 
This is a heart rhythm issue. My heart rate 
was in a constant state of faster beats than 
was normal. I recovered quickly post-op and 
I was back to teaching my fi tness classes 
and bringing healthy living programs to my 
groups soon after. I continued to teach top-
ics that related to being healthy and fi t at any 
age. These included the ones listed to follow.

My groups were delighted to learn about 
acupressure techniques to soothe common 
ailments rather than medicines. We studied 
topics that rekindled the traditions of spring 
and fall foraging. I taught about foods that 
could impact arthritis discomfort and then be 
eliminated to create positive effects on every-
day lives.

Finally, we began to understand the bene-
fi ts of simple guided meditation that soothed 
anxieties and balanced our emotional states 
regardless of what the news headlines con-
jured up.

I share this fi rst and foremost because 
of the nature of my groups who desired this 
knowledge more than ever before. My pro-
grams are designed to elicit a sense of hope-
fulness and most of all, empowerment for 
each of us to explore more and be in control 
of our outcomes even in the face of a pan-
demic that seemed never ending.

My AFib was resolved back then as ex-
pected and my life resumed quite happily.

Here’s where MY STORY takes a turn.
A shift came two days after having re-

ceived the booster that was to prepare for the 
devastation of the omicron variant that was 
bearing down on us. That was Dec. 26, 2021. 

This story is NOT suggesting that the 
choice I made to receive the booster was 
incorrect. I have absolutely no authority to 
suggest what anyone would choose for them-
selves.

I had a very strong reaction to the booster 
48 hours after I received it. It was at that point 
that I felt all of the symptoms of the variant 
as they were listed on the health sites. But it’s 
what happened next that is the part that has 
be talked about.

My heart issues came back intensely. 
I was seen by my cardio doctor and was 

told my condition had indeed returned. 
Another surgery was indicated.
I was put on an increased dose of strong 

medications to support my heart health while 
I waited for yet another ablation procedure 

to fi x my condition. Initially, 
back in August 2021 I had to 
wait for 16 weeks for my fi rst 
surgical date. Sixteen weeks 
in atrial fi brillation.

And so, having had no 
choice, I waited. The wait 
was generated by hospital re-
quirements that closed down 
procedures and then health 
agency mandates along with 
lay-offs or fi rings of hospital 
staff to care for patients. Very 
often we heard that hospitals 
were full to capacity. All facts. 
Take it or leave it facts.

After I was diagnosed for the second time 
with this heart condition unexpectedly after 
the booster, I was told the wait time was from 
Jan. 28 (the date I was seen by my doctor) 
to late spring May/June 2022 — another 12 
plus weeks. That’s when I said, “Enough!”

Deciding to become a health advocate for 
yourself or someone else is not for the faint 
of heart (no pun intended). After hearing that 
I was being asked to wait yet again, I began 
to ask why? OF EVERYONE! that crossed 
my path.

The answers were all over the place and 
actually made no sense. Remember the thing 
we used to refer to as common sense? Well, 
there were no two health professionals that I 
could fi nd answers from that were acceptable 
or comparable.

I began to keep a notebook many, many 
years ago to help me communicate with my 
parents’ doctors so I could keep track of all 
the details relating to their health care.

As my own patient advocate, I now began 
to keep such a notebook for myself. (They’re 
a buck at the dollar store, by the way).

Every call, every contact, every date was 
recorded. 

Here’s a sampling of some of the ludi-
crous responses I was handed when I made 
my inquires. Just a few, because there were 
so many. 

After a week of increases of medications 
that totally wiped me out and impacted the 
quality of my everyday life, then trying to 
reach the proper offi ce contact (I’m going 
to be very discreet here) to discuss my dire 
situation and increasing heart irregularities, I 
was told it wasn’t necessary to call as they 
were looking for an appointment for me 
sooner than later and “doing the best that they 
could but it looked like nothing sooner than 
12 weeks’ time. I was becoming exasperated.

I felt scolded. Uncomfortable and unsure 
if “just” waiting like an obedient patient was 
the right direction to take. I then called an-
other contact at this offi ce and fi nally was 
listened to. Persistence paid off.

I was told an inquiry would be made of 
the medical team on my behalf. Finally, but 
not surprisingly, I was called with an ap-
pointment within two days of my insistent 
phone call. Of course, I was appreciative and 
I also knew that not the doctors or the staff or 
COVID were the culprit. It was the threat of 
an insistence on my part that resulted in what 
it took to get a much-needed appointment. 

After being given an appointment for the 
surgery, I was to learn about the next phase 
of conditions that were required and placed 
on the patient to achieve prior to the hospital 
visit. 

I was then rushed into a host of pre-op 
testing procedures... In one instance I was 
scheduled for an 8:45 a.m. lab appointment 
where I sat in my car for 25 minutes in 15 
degrees before I was seen and told to return 
later that same day at 2 p.m. for the COVID 
test that was required before surgery. Why? 
“Because that’s when the tests were done,” I 
was told. And that there was a limit “of PPE 
equipment and those items couldn’t be ‘wast-
ed.’” What did that mean? No one could tell 
me.

I did offer to stop at town hall to help out 
by picking up some N95 masks that were be-
ing handed out for free and at the dollar store 
for some gloves. That was met with silence.

(Don’t even try to use 
common sense here. There 
was none.)

I was then told that sched-
uling the surgical procedures 
was booked out so far because 
the shortage of pretty much 
all staffi ng, anesthesiologists, 
operating rooms, cleaning 
staff etc. by means of explain-
ing why I had to wait. Being 
a “patient” doesn’t mean you 
need to be patient. I love word 
play.

Because of COVID? Be-
cause of liability insurance? Because these 
hospital administrations had strong armed 
the staff to be vaccinated or be fi red? Pick 
one or all.

OK, you get the point. When you’re sick, 
when you are required to have surgery to fi x 
the issue for the second time, when we’re 
still under mandates and guidelines that im-
pact everything about getting well, it’s time 
to put that patient advocate hat on and dig 
your heels in. It’s also time for a return to 
compassion and kindness from medical staff 
and a soothing of anxiety and offers to fi nd 
solutions together.

I’m actually grateful for my experience, 
in hindsight. It has given me the knowledge 
to help others who have experienced these 
frustrations in silence and didn’t know what 
to do next. I was able to work through these 
limitations and because of the kindness and 
competence of medical professionals who 
still do exist in this COVID excuse limited 
world, stepped up to do so. 

My suggestions: Write down every sin-
gle thing. Every date and contact and keep 
a calendar of events regarding your medical 
condition or the situation involving the per-
son you’re advocating for.

Get the names and contact info for those 
professionals in your doctors’ offi ces of ev-
eryone who seems approachable. They still 
do exist. Write down names. Make yourself 
known. There are those who are still dedicat-
ed and old school about care who truly are 
there for you and to help you make sense of 
this crazy system we’re now being forced to 
reluctantly agree to conform to.

I mentioned to several medical staff that I 
felt the health system no longer was putting 
patient care fi rst and I was met with silence. 

Make sure you follow the instructions 
you’re given. Like getting the COVID test 
exactly when they tell you to and ask where 
the best place is to ensure the results get to 
the right facility on time. I was shocked that 
this responsibility fell completely on me. If 

my COVID test was taken four days in ad-
vance and the results didn’t arrive on time at 
the hospital, I was told, my procedure would 
be cancelled. All of this was not in my con-
trol, so I prayed a lot and made sure I went 
to labs affi liated with my hospital of record.

If you get rides to the doctor’s offi ce and 
are given some ridiculous instructions about 
having to return hours later, speak up. Some-
times when the lack of common sense is ex-
posed, a kind soul in the offi ce will be ac-
commodating. I say this as a “strong maybe.”

Bring a backpack to the offi ce or hospital 
fi lled with basic needs. Don’t rely on supply 
shortages or enough staff to bring you that 
water or ginger ale. Bring your own. 

If you’re needing an appointment that 
is long overdue, say that. I’m hearing about 
follow-up appointments for colonoscopy that 
are taking over six months. Mammographies 
the same. That is unacceptable. Speak up. 
And keep doing so. I’m not saying you’ll get 
the appointment immediately, but unless the 
health care system starts to understand that 
these excuses, these delays, are unaccept-
able and could impact your life, they won’t 
change.

They’ve gotten lazy under the excuse of 
this is the “mandate!”

Really? Why are temperaturess still being 
taken before you’re allowed entry to an of-
fi ce. Why are we being asked where we’ve 
traveled, still? The medical system has stag-
nated itself in the face of COVID rules that 
no longer apply.

If you get surveys in the mail, answer 
them if you’re not happy with your care. If 
you are happy, by all means say that as well.

OK, that’s my story. Next column will 
tell the story of the crusaders, the health care 
workers, the doctors who are being forced by 
restrictions and mandates and requirements 
on and on. They were very happy to talk to 
me. The compassion for them and for my 
story was a two-way street. I promised to tell 
their story.

Finally, In my last of this three-part series, 
I will offer suggestions for patching this torn 
quilt. That’s my metaphor for fi xing this bro-
ken and tattered system that is still trying to 
hide under the premise of keeping us safe. 

Pat Larsen is a licensed dance fi tness 
instructor and certifi ed in hypnosis therapy, 
offering tools for living your best life every 
day. She can be reached at Pelarsen5@aol.
com or by calling 518-275-8686.

Fixing a broken health care system
Body Mind and Spirit... Connections

Pat Larsen

BODY MIND AND SPIRIT

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL HOME FOR 60 YEARS!

741 DELAWARE AVENUE, DELMAR, NY 12054

(518) 439-5560
WWW.MEYERSFUNERALHOME.COM

A family owned funeral home, started in 1968 by 
Ben Meyers of Alcove. In recent years taken over by 

his son, Stephen; who lives in Ravena. 

For personal service, flexibility and cost savings on 
your cremation and burial needs. Just 13 miles from 
downtown Ravena. I know people do not like to talk 
to the tax man or funeral director, but if I can be of 

any help at the time of need, please feel free to call.  

Stephen Meyers - Where the name on the sign out 
front matches the guy you talk to.

Burials starting at $2,835
Cremations starting at $995

ALBANY — As-
sembly Minority Lead-
er Will Barclay, R-120, 
announced that Assem-
blyman Chris Tague, 
R-102, has been ap-
pointed to a leadership 
position within the 
Assembly Republican 
Conference. 

Tague, who rep-
resents Ravena and 
Coeymans, will serve 
as vice chairman of the 
Joint Conference Com-
mittee.

Outside of this new 
role, Tague serves as 
the ranking minority 
member of the Assem-
bly Committee on Agri-
culture. He also serves on the Election 
Law, Environmental Conservation, Real 
Property and Tourism committees in the 
Assembly. 

Additionally, the assemblyman works 
as a member of the Assembly Republi-

can Review Committee 
within the Assembly 
Republican Conference.

“I am honored to 
have the opportunity to 
serve in this role and 
get to work to address 
the challenges facing 
the people of the 102nd 
Assembly District and 
New York state as a 
whole,” said Tague. “As 
always, it will be my 
mission to ensure our 
state government works 
for all New Yorkers, 
from the rolling hills of 
Schoharie County to the 
towering skyscrapers of 
Manhattan. I want to 
thank Leader Will Bar-

clay and all of my colleagues in the Re-
publican Assembly Conference for their 
vote of confidence in my abilities. I look 
forward to continuing to work alongside 
them to make our state the most safe, 
prosperous and free place it can be.”

Assemblyman Chris Tague, R-102

Tague appointed to GOP 
leadership position
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 I wanted to thank everyone within the Ravena / Coeymans / 
Selkirk communities for their continued support over the last 
year. It has been difficult at times but we have managed to get 
through it and provide a helpful community service. We are back 
to regular business hours Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm / Sat 10am - 3pm 
/ Closed on Sundays
 Currently, with the volume of bottles and cans we are only 
taking drop offs - bring in your empties, place them in a designated 
area, we take your name and then give you the earliest time 
frame to come back or any time thereafter to collect your money.
Since opening in July 2018, we have helped raise approximately 
$52,500, which is almost 924,000 bottles/cans for 50 different 
organizations which anyone can donate to.
 We look forward to servicing the community in the future. 
If you have any questions regarding operation, donations or 
fundraisers please reach out....

Shane DeCrescenzo

Just Makes Cents
Bottle & Can Redemption Center

518-577-3084
Justmakescents6@gmail.com

2480 US Route 9W, Faith Plaza, Ravena
518-756-9091 • www.HopeFullLifeCenter.org

Helping Harvest
Grocery store for 
families in need!

SNAP, Credit and 
Debit Cards Now Accepted!

OPEN: MON, TUES, 
THURS, SAT 10-2 • WED, FRI 2-6

Building Your Dream Home?

ANNIVERSARY

ANNIVERSARY

Apply online in minutes at nbcoxsackie.com

Serving Greene, Schoharie and Albany Counties
1Pending credit approval. 11% down required. 

Rates and terms may change without notice. NMLS Co ID # 816880

National Bank of Coxsackie can Help
You with a Construction Loan1

•  We’re one of the few lenders that offer it!

•  Only 11% down required with NO PMI

•  Single closing with flexible disbursement schedules

•  No points, application, credit bureau, 
application or inspection fees

•  Competitive rates
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just being a victim.”
Panelist Jack Cesare agreed.
“You never heal completely,” Cesare said.
He fi led a claim against the Catholic Dio-

cese in August 2019 and hired and fi red sev-
eral attorneys before he decided to represent 
himself in court. He urged others to be vocal 
about their stories and aggressively pursue 
their cases through the legal system.

“The victims are too silent,” Cesare said. 
“Gary and I open our mouths, but other peo-
ple have to open their mouths like Gary and 

I because the squeaky wheel gets the oil; the 
nice ones get screwed again. Start speaking, 
start calling, raise your voice because it’s our 
time now… Silence does not work.”

Survivor Bryan Milazzo said he kept his 
abuse secret for 52 years. He also fi red an at-
torney before deciding to represent himself. 
He, too, found the system slow and unwieldy.

“There are currently over 5,000 cases in 
New York City alone with only one judge,” 
Milazzo said. 

Survivor Soyini Crenshaw said she has 
not brought a case to court.

“I personally never thought I could bring 
a case because I was abused by people within 

my family and in other interpersonal relation-
ships, and not attached to any wealthy or fa-
mous person,” Crenshaw said.

The impacts of her abuse have followed 
her throughout her life, she said.

“I went and got my degrees and tried to es-
tablish a life, but I couldn’t,” Crenshaw said. 
“I experienced PTSD (post-traumatic stress 
disorder), which is now complex PTSD. My 
entire adult life I have been in therapy trying 
to get stable.”

When family members are involved in an 
abuse case, the complexities are magnifi ed, 
Greenberg said.

“Much of the abuse that occurs in our so-

ciety is not from a stranger or someone we 
don’t know, it’s from a family member, or a 
neighbor, and it’s very hard,” Greenberg told 
her. “I give you credit for coming forward. It’s 
very hard in a family situation to come out 
and say that a relative abused me and it’s even 
harder to bring a relative to court. Lawyers 
are not taking these kinds of cases — there is 
no money in it for them.”

Greenberg said he hopes lawmakers will 
reconsider and amend the Child Victims Act 
to close loopholes that are making it diffi cult 
for abuse survivors to get their day in court.

ACTIVIST, from page 1

many years ago and it did not survive some 
budget cuts in our leaner years. We can’t com-
municate enough externally and internally, 
and it has just been a real need for this district 
for a very long time, so we will try to do our 
best, but there are defi nitely communication 
lags or gaps.”

The additional clerical hours would sup-
port administrators with their duties.

“This is another thing that we have actual-
ly talked about for many years at the admin-
istrative level,” Sutherland said. “We have 
four administrators that do not have clerical 
support.”

Several staff members have notifi ed the 
district of their impending retirement, which 
would lead to cost savings in the budget.

“At this point, we have seven individu-
als retiring and that breakage is $292,370, 
so that’s a savings to the budget,” Sutherland 
said.

K-12 Principal Matthew Berkshire out-
lined expected enrollment changes in the dis-
trict from this year to next.

Elementary school enrollment is expect-
ed to remain steady at 474 students this year 
and 476 next year, and the student population 
is predicted to drop slightly in the middle 
school, from 256 this year to 233 next year. 
But those fi gures will be offset by a slight rise 
in the number of high schoolers, from 355 
this year to 369 next year. Overall, the student 

population from kindergarten to 12th grade 
is expected to stay steady at 1,085 this year 
compared to 1,078 next year.

One area that has seen a substantial uptick 
in the last two years has been the number of 
homeschoolers, likely due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and its ramifi cations.

“We are anticipating to remain relatively 
consistent with our enrollment projections. 
It’s important to note our homeschool popu-
lation has grown considerably since the 2019-
20 school year,” Berkshire said.

In the coming school year, 88 students are 
expected to be home schooled, compared to 
53 in 2019-20, prior to COVID.

The preliminary budget refl ects an in-
crease of $19,695, or 3.8%, in technology 
purchases and contracts, Director of Technol-
ogy Scott Gardiner said. The district has im-
plemented a long-range technology purchas-
ing plan to spread out expenses over several 
years.

Pupil Personnel Services has a decrease 
in funding in the preliminary budget in the 
amount $202,500 due to a reduced need for 
special education services, Brook Van Fleet, 
director of special education and pupil per-
sonnel services, said.

“There is a decrease of monies needed 
for tuition based on [the fact that] we have 
two students who are aging out of an out-of-
district placement program,” Van Fleet said. 
“They are turning 21 at the end of this school 
year, so therefore you see a savings for them. 
Special ed is ever changing based on the 

needs of the students.”
Districtwide equipment purchases are al-

located $2,170 less in the preliminary budget, 
a decline of 8.42%. Included in the requests 
from faculty is equipment for the middle and 
high school career and technical education 
program, along with the agriculture class, ac-
cording to the district.

Costs for BOCES service requests for 
specialized programming like Tech Valley, 
New Visions and Career-Tech, among others, 
has an 11.18% increase, or a $94,553 jump in 
the budget, because the number of students in 
those programs over the past fi ve years has 
increased.

The budget for the athletics and physical 
education department remains steady, said 
Denise Wickham, director of physical educa-
tion, health and athletics. 

“This year the athletics budget hasn’t 
changed a lot,” Wickham said.

One area that has been a continual chal-
lenge for the Greenville district — and for 
many districts nationwide — is a shortage of 
bus drivers. Greenville drivers travel about 
1,700 miles per day, covering approximately 
135 square miles on 28 daily routes, fi ve late 
bus routes and three early pick-up routes for 
specialized programs, Transportation Super-
visor Mary Judeikis said.

“This year has been very challenging to 
say the least,” Judeikis said. “We have four 
open routes. Two of the routes I have tempo-
rarily absorbed into other routes just so we 
can make it work every day. We have one new 

driver in training, which we are happy about.”
The district has lost more than a dozen 

drivers in the past year, she said.
“Since January of 2021, we have lost 14 

drivers due to the pandemic, resignations and 
retirements,” Judeikis said.

The tax levy has been set at 3.33% for 
the coming school year, meaning the district 
can increase the budget by that amount with 
a simple majority of voters’ approval. But the 
district is not looking to go that high, Suther-
land said.

“The tax cap calculation for the 2022-23 
school year is coming in at 3.33%, so while 
it’s not our proposal, by any means, to go out 
that high, if we look at the budget right now 
and based on what you will be reviewing next 
week also, right now we are at around 2.35%, 
so that is still just about 1% under what we are 
allowed to go out with for a simple majority,” 
Sutherland told the board. 

The preliminary budget is still being fi ne-
tuned. Another budget meeting was sched-
uled for March 7, too late for this publication, 
and then the board of education is expected to 
vote to adopt the tentative budget at its April 
11 meeting. 

A budget hearing has been scheduled 
for May 3 at 6:30 p.m. in the Middle/High 
School auditorium, and then voters will have 
the fi nal say when the budget vote and board 
of education election is held May 17, from 
1-9 p.m., in the Scott M. Ellis Elementary 
School cafeteria.

BUDGET, from page 1

“We have put down roots here since moving to Coeymans 
in 2014,” said Brian Hemlock, President, TCI NY.  “We are 
a family-owned business and strongly believe in our 
obligations to the larger community in which we live.”

Charles Engelhardt, Pastor, Abounding Love Christian 
Fellowship, said, “The school meal plans are not available 
during July and August.  Kindness for Kids provided nearly 
4,000 healthy lunches over the past two years.  It would 
not have been possible without TCI’s support.”

John Barr, TCI’s Operations Manager said, “Too many 
people face hunger every day.  We decided to step up to 
do something about it.”

Kindness for Kids is staffed 100% by volunteers and 
100% of the contributions go to feeding the kids.  Contact 
Pastor Kate at (518) 588-6681 if you’d like to help.

To apply for a job at TCI, please call John Barr at 518-756-
9997.  For more information, please visit our website at 
www.tci-ny.com.

AUTO TECHNICIAN
FULL TIME - ESSENTIAL BUSINESS

We are looking for a responsible Auto Technician to perform all assigned vehicle repairs and 
maintenance work in accordance with dealership and factory standards.

General Auto Technician Qualifications
• Carrying out repairs and replacing damaged parts.
• Testing motor vehicles and equipment.
• Diagnosing the cause of any malfunctions.
• Carrying out inspections of completed repairs to ensure that the vehicle is safe to be driven.
• Returning a customer’s vehicle to them in clean condition.
• Road testing vehicles, inspecting, and testing mechanical units.
• Following a checklist to ensure that all key work has been done.
• Checking engine lights, air bag systems, transmission fluids and filters.
• Following safety policies and procedures
• Assisting in assembling cars and trucks.
• Maintaining an organized neat and safe bay.
• Must have a valid NYS License and clean record.

Key Skills and Competencies
• Capable of working on foreign and domestic vehicles.
• Experience operating all types of vehicles and transportation equipment.
• Able to use Snap-On diagnostic equipment.
• Performing work efficiently and effectively.
• Superb mechanical aptitude, manual dexterity, and attention to detail.

Job Overview 
C.A. Albright & Sons, LLC has been in operation for over 110 years. We have an immediate 
opening for a dynamic person to help us keep growing. 2020 was a big year for the company 
with the launch of a Propane division which has propelled the company into a new market and 
immediate new customer growth. If you are excited to be part of a winning team, C.A. Albright & 
Sons, LLC is a perfect place to get ahead and call home. Room for advancement!

To Apply 
After careful consideration of this position as described and required qualifications, if you feel 
that this job could be an excellent fit for you and are looking for a company to call home, please 
direct your resume and references to Randy@CA-Albright.com.

GENERAL LABORER
FULL TIME POSITION - ESSENTIAL BUSINESS 

We are looking for a General Laborer to take up manual labor tasks along with a variety of other 
tasks that are directed their way. One of the most important skills that the candidate should have 
is the ability to multi-task in a fast-paced multi-industry environment. 

General Labor Qualifications
• Cleaning: Ensure all waste containers are emptied, sweeping, mopping, dusting, bathrooms
• Loading and uploading materials and equipment, when needed
• Assist with Propane sets
• Assist HVAC
• Assist Automotive
• Must be able to lift and carry 20Ibs plus at times
• Performs various physical duties as assigned
• Moving tools, equipment, or other material as directed by management
• Ability to safely operate various vehicles and equipment, when needed
• Must have a valid driver’s license

Job Overview 
C.A. Albright & Sons, LLC has been in operation for over 110 years. We have an immediate 
opening for a dynamic person who will help us keep growing. 2020 was a big year for the 
company with the launch of the Propane division which has propelled the company into a new 
market and immediate new customer growth. If you are excited to be part of a winning team, 
C.A. Albright & Sons, LLC is a perfect place to get ahead and call home. Room for advancement!

To Apply 
After careful consideration of this position as described and required qualifications, if you feel 
that this job could be an excellent fit for you and are looking for a company to call home, please 
direct your resume and references to Randy@CA-Albright.com. 

13640 RT 9W • P.O. BOX 11 • HANNACROIX, NY 12087
PHONE: 518-756-3127 • FAX: 518-756-2900 • WWW.CA-ALBRIGHT.COM

is a Social Security increase and 
somebody gets a little more money, 
they get pushed down the exemp-
tion scale and they lose a little bit of 
the exemption,” Bennett explained. 
“Last year the Social Security in-
crease was 1.3%. This year it was 
5.9%.”

The exemption an individual re-
ceives is based on their household 
income and tops out when a house-
hold reaches an annual income of 
$34,000.

The goal is to keep seniors and 
disabled individuals at the same 
property tax exemption as they 
were in the past, not to increase it, 
Bennett added.

“We don’t want them to get 
bumped out, and we are not trying 
to get them any more,” he said.

Town Supervisor Paul Macko 
said the issue is out of the hands of 
town offi cials unless the state pass-
es legislation changing the exemp-
tion levels.

“This board can’t raise it unless 
the state Legislature takes the ap-

propriate action that allows us to,” 
Macko said. “I am hoping this gets 
done this [legislative] session.”

Bennett said the bill is still in 
committee and added he doesn’t 
understand why state offi cials 
would not call for a vote.

“What better bill to advocate for 
than to try to keep senior citizens in 
their houses? I don’t know if there is 
one,” Bennett said. 

If the income levels are raised, 
it could impact other homeowners’ 
taxes statewide to a degree, he said.

“The only downside would be 

that every dollar that a senior citi-
zen doesn’t pay gets picked up by 
the rest of the taxpayers,” he said. 
“But I don’t see that as a downside 
to keeping our seniors at the same 
level that they are at.”

Social Security payments were 
increased this year in response to 
rising infl ation rates nationwide.

“The way the infl ation rate is 
running at 7.5% or 8%, even with 
a 5.9% increase, they (seniors) are 
still behind,” Macko said, adding 
that Medicare costs are also on the 
rise.

Town Councilman Joel Rauf 
made the motion to pass the reso-
lution clearing the way for Bennett 
to advocate for the state legislation 
raising the income levels and was 
seconded by Town Councilman 
John Bensen.

“I am in favor of supporting a 
resolution and I would move that 
the board accept his [Bennett’s] 
suggestion and we try to support 
our seniors any way we can,” Rauf 
said.

The resolution was adopted 
unanimously.

TAX, from page 1
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Award-winning author Sandra Cisneros at HVCC
TROY — Sandra Cisneros, 

the acclaimed poet, short sto-
ry writer, novelist and essay-
ist, will visit Hudson Valley 
Community College on Friday, 
April 8, to discuss and share her 
work, including a new novel 
published in 2021. 

Open free to all, the program 
will be at 11 a.m. in the Bulmer 
Telecommunications Center 
Auditorium on the Troy cam-
pus, 80 Vandenburgh Avenue.

Cisneros’s writing depicts 
the lives of immigrants trying 
to find their way in an often-un-
welcoming world. 

Her coming-of-age classic, 
“The House on Mango Street” 
(1984), tells the story of Es-
peranza Cordero, who doesn’t 
want to belong – at least not 

to her rundown neighborhood 
nor to the low expectations the 
world has for her. She’s a young 
woman inventing her own fu-
ture. “Mango Street” is translat-
ed into more than 20 languages 
and is required reading from 
middle school through college 
across the United States. 

Cisneros’s first novel in 
nearly 10 years, “Martita, I Re-
member You/Martita, Te Recu-
erdo” (Vintage Books, dual-lan-
guage edition, 2021), is an 
intimate story of memory and 
friendship. As a young wom-
an, Corina leaves her Mexican 
family in Chicago with dreams 
of becoming a writer in Paris. 
Though brief, her time in the 
City of Light takes on a lasting 
glow due to her new friends, 

Martita and Paola. The women 
lose touch over the years, until 
a long-forgotten letter brings 
back Corina’s days in Paris with 
startling immediacy.

The writer’s many awards 
include NEA fellowships in 

both poetry and fiction, the 
Texas Medal of the Arts, a 
MacArthur Fellowship, the Na-
tional Medal of the Arts, and 
the PEN/Nabokov Award for 
Achievement in International 
Literature. She was awarded 

an Honorary Doctor of Letters 
degree by SUNY Purchase in 
1993. She is a dual citizen of 
the U.S. and Mexico, and cur-
rently lives in Mexico.

Time will be allotted for a 
question-and-answer session 
and a book signing. The event 
is presented by the Cultural Af-
fairs Program in collaboration 
with the English, Foreign Lan-
guages and English as a Second 
Language Department.

Per the author’s request, au-
dience members must provide 
proof of COVID-19 vaccination 
and wear a mask. 

If you require reasonable 
accommodation, please contact 
the Center for Access and As-
sistive Technology at 518-629-
7154, TDD (518) 629-7596 or 
caat@hvcc.edu.

Contact Debby Gardner at 
d.gardner@hvcc.edu or 518-
629-8071 for more information.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Author Sandra Cisneros will discuss her works at a program at Hudson Valley 
Community College on April 8.

By John Grimaldi
For Capital Region Independent Media

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Dementia is 
not an inevitable part of growing old. On 
the other hand, memory issues are, indeed, 
a part of the aging process. 

A new study published in the journal 
“Trends in Cognitive Science,” reveals that 
perhaps forgetfulness is a result of an over-
abundance of information we have stored 
in our brains, according to the authors of 
the review, Tarek Amer at Columbia and 
Harvard universities and Jordana Wynn at 
Harvard. 

Their assessment asserts that: “Healthy 

aging is accompanied by declines in con-
trol of attention. These reductions in the 
control of attention result in older adults 
processing too much information, creating 
cluttered memory representations. Clut-
tered representations can impair memory 
by interfering with the retrieval of target 
information but can also provide an advan-
tage on tasks that benefi t from extensive 
knowledge.” 

In other words, the older you are the 
more information you have stored in your 
brain – so much information that it can in-
terfere with your ability to remember. 

However, as someone once said, it is 

normal to forget where you left your glass-
es, it is not normal to forget that you wear 
glasses. Forgetting things that can disrupt 
your life is not part of growing old, accord-
ing to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.

Risk factors for dementia include 
smoking, high blood pressure, not getting 
enough exercise, being overweight, trouble 
sleeping, isolation and blood-sugar levels, 
according to the CDC. The organization 
cites the British medical journal, “The 
Lancet,” which suggests that dealing with 
these risk factors can “prevent or delay” 
40% of dementia cases.  

There is a distinct difference between 
being absent minded every so often and se-
rious cognitive problems, according to the 
National Institutes of Health [NIH]. 

“It’s normal to forget things once in a 
while as we age, but serious memory prob-
lems make it hard to do everyday things 
like driving, using the phone and fi nding 
your way home,” according to the NIH.

One can only report on the differences 
between “senior moments,” normal occa-
sions of forgetfulness, and the potential of 
dementia. So, if you are having too many 
forgetful moments, you should consult 
your health care provider.

The Magic 
Ball Trilogy  
written by Steve Trout, former Yankee player

Buddy the baseball – 
The ball that changed his game, part 5
 
Last week, Billy met Tony at baseball practice
Billy wasn’t going to wait any longer. He grabbed the plastic case and took Buddy 
out of his “retirement.”
Then he spoke to his magic ball. “Buddy, I got a big favor to ask you. I need you 
to give your magic and wisdom to a teammate of mine. He really needs it. He’s a 
great kid, but he’s got some terrible habits and he’s very big and heavy. He’s got 
diabetes and needs to make some big changes.”
Buddy said, “Let’s do it, I was hoping to get back into action.”
Billy was worried the magic had worn off, but Buddy was willing and excited to 
help another kid make himself a better ball player and healthier person, to give his 
magic to make Tony stronger and better, not just on the field, but off of it as well.
At the game, Billy called over to Tony. “Hey, Tony, I want to give you the baseball I 
found in the woods last year. I even have a name for him. Just call him ‘Buddy.’”
Billy put Buddy in Tony’s ball bag.
The game that afternoon went pretty well for the team. Tony hit a home run, and 
his teammates chanted, “Tank, Tank, Tank!” Finally, Tony smiled.
When Tony got home from the game, he took Buddy out of his bag and put him on 
his dresser, just like Billy told him to do.
Tony turned on his computer and started to play Fortnite. He took out a few candy 
bars and bit off the end of a Kit Kat and started to play the violent game. Then he 
heard a voice say, “Be healthy.”
Tony shrugged his shoulders and kept playing. He ate another candy bar.
Again, he heard the voice: “Your weight, your habits.”
At the next game, Billy saw Tony and asked him if he had the ball.
“No, but I think I heard the ball talk. Nah, I must have been hearing things, I guess. 
Man, it was really weird.”
Billy smiled. “Let me tell you. Just listen to what Buddy says. Don’t forget. Whatever 
he says, do it.”
“Okay, I will do that, but this better not be a joke. I don’t want to look like an idiot,” 
Tony answered.
“You have to believe: That’s the first step in getting better and making some 
important changes,” Billy reminded him.
When Tony got home that afternoon, he opened up the freezer and pulled out a 

half gallon of butter pecan ice cream. He took the 
whole thing up to his room and turned on the TV.
As he dug into the ice cream, he heard a voice from 
his dresser: “Only one scoop. You can do it.”
Tony thought about what Billy had told him, and 
now he believed Buddy was right.
He looked over his shoulder, went over to the 

dresser and picked up Buddy. “Oay, 
if you can talk, and Billy has given 
you to me to make me a healthier 
person, I’m all in. I’m gonna do this 
now.”
The ball said, “Good. You have to be ready 
to do the hard work.”
Tony looked in his mirror and took a good long look at himself.
“Buddy, I’m ready. I have to make a change and a big one. We all need a little 
nudge and a push to get past the fear of making changes. So, to be a good 
ballplayer and feel better, I’m ready and committed.”
“It won’t be easy,” Buddy said.
Tony went downstairs and asked his dad if he’d talk a walk with him.
“You better believe it, son. I’d love to take a walk with you.”
This surprised Tony because normally his dad responded with a big fat “No.”
“Dad, don’t try to be funny.”
 His father said: “I guess I could use a little exercise myself.”
After their walk, Tony pulled off his sweaty T-shirt and took a shower.
When he was ready for bed, he looked over at Buddy and said good night.
Then he had the best night’s sleep ever and woke up feeling super good.
The next morning, he went down to breakfast and his mom was making pancakes 
and sausage.
He asked, “Mom, can I have some cereal and a banana?”
“Sure, son, but you always like my pancakes. You know I make them just for you.”
“Yes, Mom, I love your pancakes, but I think I want to make a little change in the 
way I eat. Dad and I talked about this on our walk last night.”
Later, Billy called Tony and suggested they ride their bikes to practice. He also 
reminded him not to forget to bring Buddy.
He also said, “Hey, let’s play catch with Buddy. He likes to fly every once in a while.”
At practice, Tony threw the ball over Billy’s head and one of the other boys picked 
Buddy up and ran away with him.
Billy chased the boy, yelling at him to give the ball back. The boy threw Buddy 
across the street and almost hit a car driving by.
Billy was so eager to get Buddy back that he ran across the street without looking 
both ways for cars.
Billy didn’t see the car driving down the street. The car slammed on its brakes and 
just missed hitting him.
“Look before you cross the street,” Billy heard.
The boy who threw the ball apologized as Tony put Buddy back in his bag.
That day, practice went well as Tony blocked the ball and threw out a runner 
during practice drills.
Tony thought, “Heck, I never did that before.”
He even got praise from the coach.

Read the next installment in the next Greenville Pioneer!
SPONSORED BY:

Debra Danner, Catskill Regional Manager
CBPP Greenville Office 11573 State Route 32 Unit 8B Greenville NY 12083 • CBPrime.com • 518-966-4900

Are ‘senior moments’ the result of too much knowledge?
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Let Us Look Into Your Hearing

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Receive up to 

  50% 
OFF

Expires 12/31/19.

*This information is intended for the sole purpose of fitting or selecting a 
hearing aid and is not a medical examination or audiological evaluation.

11573 NY-32, Suite 4A • Greenville, NY 12083

518-662-0707

™

www.hearinghealthusa.com

• Free Hearing Screenings 
• Free Demonstrations

 • Free Clean & Checks  
• Latest Hearing Technology

• Tinnitus Relief  
• 0% Financing Available

on a new pair of
digital hearing aids! 

THE
ORIGINAL

5828 ST RT 32 • WESTERLO, NY 12193

CATERING 
FOR ALL 

OCASIONS!
Check us out on FB

Follow us on Instagram

www.silvercreekdeli.com

HAND-TOSSED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

FEATURING...
• Homemade 
    Fresh Sausage
• Handmade 
    ‘in house’ Mozzarella
• Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
• Cold Heros  
• Hot Heros  • Fish Fry
• Daily Specials  • Imported Cheeses

“Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but not to his own facts.”

#SupportRealNews
- Daniel Patrick Moynihan
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By Dr. Billy Holland
For Capital Region Independent Media

The idea of not being spiritual-
ly prepared to trust Christ because 
of a lack of interest is like being 
told you have been scheduled to 
box a champion fi ghter this com-
ing Friday night, even though you 
have no boxing experience and are 
in terrible physical condition. It’s 
too late to start training and you 
will easily be knocked out with 
one punch. 

Another scenario would be that 
you have been given one week to 
compete in a body-building con-
test against other contenders that 
have been lifting weights for years. 
You have never lifted weights, are 
overweight. It will be obvious to 
everyone that you did not take this 
seriously. 

The same is true with knowing 
God and His Word and today is the 
day to start building faith so that 
we will be ready to stand strong 
when trials and tribulations come. 

I remember the song, “Wast-
ed Days and Wasted Nights,” and 
this could not be a more clear ex-
planation of our lives if we refuse 
to invest our time seeking God’s 
presence. 

Solomon told the Almighty 
that above all things he wanted 
more wisdom and understanding, 
and the Lord was very pleased. 
How would you respond to God 
if He were to ask you what you 
would want more than anything in 
the world?

No person is called to speak 
for God who has not fi rst listened 
to Him. We do not serve, write, 

nor speak because we want to say 
something: we communicate be-
cause we have something to say. 

God’s conviction is a stirring of 
the soul, like burning coals and the 
fl ames of intensity are measured 
by our love. Do we have a passion 
for His refi ning fi re and to be puri-
fi ed as a servant and messenger for 
His glory? Do not expect to grow 
in holiness if you spend little time 
alone with the Lord and do not 
take your covenant vow with Him 
seriously. 

One of the greatest revelations 
of wisdom is that we can be as 
close to Him as we want. Anoth-
er is learning how to be quiet long 
enough to get acquainted with our 
soul and to listen in the silence for 
His still, small voice. 

Do you desire to be alone with 
God? He longs to reveal His mys-
teries and one of these is the beau-
ty of silence. The Lord speaks: 
“Be still and know that I am God” 
in Psalm 46:10. It is in the secret 
place of the most high where we 
learn to have ears to hear what His 
Spirit has to say.

When is the last time you 
closed yourself away with God to 
pray and listen? This is the most 
effective home remedy for fear 
and anxiety in existence.

If you’ve ever tried to explain 
the Bible with someone who has 
never been a seeker of spiritu-
al knowledge and is without the 
sensitivity of the Holy Spirit, you 
have witnessed how diffi cult it is 
for the natural mind to grasp an 
understanding of the Christian life. 
Those who do not know Christ are 
unable to comprehend divine truth 

because they have a strong delu-
sion over their conscience. 

Most people live in the natural 
default system of their emotions 
and guided by their fallen human 
nature. Our discernment is cru-
cial for leading someone to God’s 
love, but we can only tell them, we 
cannot make anyone believe. 

William Wilberforce is quot-
ed as saying, “You may choose 
to look the other way, but you can 
never say again that you did not 
know.”

Following God’s directions is 
one of the most diffi cult goals we 
will ever try to reach in our lives, 
but it is the meaning and purpose 
of this life. Let us keep praying 
that eyes will be opened and hearts 
will be changed in the name of Je-
sus. 

Satan’s domain is called a 
kingdom of darkness because his 
number one goal is to keep every-
one from being able to see the light 
of God’s truth. We are all groping 
in the darkness until the Lord illu-
minates our conscience. Once we 
see His light, we have the choice 
to embrace it or walk away. 

If we choose to receive the 
reality of who He is and what He 
demands, we can begin to walk in 
His perfect peace and joy. We re-
alize the warfare will continue to 
increase as our understanding and 
faith increases, however, as we 
trust Him with all of our hearts, 
He empowers us to become what 
He died for us to be.

Learn more about the Chris-
tian life at: billyhollandministries.
com.

Becoming what Christ died for us to be
Living on Purpose

Because you care! 
Sometimes, things don’t always work out at home for a child.     
New  York’s Office of Children and Family Services estimates that 130,000 

children around the state live with a grandparent, an aunt or uncle, or other 
family member. Some even live with close family friends. When a family member 
or close family friend assumes the responsibility of caring for a child, that’s called 
Kinship Care.        

Perhaps you are a kinship care provider, or know someone who is. If you are, 
you do it for all the right reasons. Because you care.  But there’s good news.    
St. Catherine’s Center for Children has launched a new program to support    
kinship caregivers in Albany, Schenectady, Greene and Ulster Counties. The     
program connects caregivers like you to a variety of community and public     
support services, providing you with the tools you need to succeed. Want to learn 
more? Call us at the number below, or email kinshipcare@st-cath.org 

St. Catherine’s Center for Children 
40 North Main Avenue, Albany, NY 12203 

www.st-cath.org  •  518-453-6700

St-Cath_Kinship Care_6-21_Layout 1  6/30/2021  2:37 PM  Page 1
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The Greenville Pioneer wants to hear 
from you. Send information about up-
coming events and news to news@

greenvillepioneer.com. 

(We need to have announcements 
at least two weeks in advance.)

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!

By Thomas Christopher
For Capital Region Independent Media

I’m not a great fan of the 
USDA’s Plant Hardiness Zone 
map. 

For the most recent edition, 
published in 2012, those who 
drew up the map more than dou-
bled the length of the weather 
records used in creating it. That 
is, the previous map, which was 
published in 1996, was based 
on 13 years’ worth of data, 
while the current map is based 
on a 30-year stretch of records. 

The USDA asserts that this 
change reflected a desire for 
greater accuracy. But by includ-
ing older records, it also sup-
pressed the evidence of recent 
changes to our national climate: 
the recent hotter years were 
averaged together with older, 
cooler years. And of course, 
our North American climate has 
warmed steadily since 2012, 
making the USDA map even 
more inaccurate. 

When I consult the map, I 
take its information with a grain 
of salt.

 A similar criticism can be 
leveled at the National Ocean-
ographic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA) map of 
the average local dates of the 
last spring frost. This, too, is 
based on 30 years of records 
(1991-2010) and so is surely 
not entirely accurate in its pre-
diction of what you will experi-
ence in your garden. 

I know from personal experi-
ence that spring is arriving ear-
lier in the North Country than 
it did a generation ago. Taking 
a somewhat longer perspec-
tive, ecologists have noted that 
the wildflowers around Walden 
Pond are blooming about three 
weeks earlier than they did 
when Henry David Thoreau re-
corded their bloom dates in his 
journal in 1854. 

Why does this matter? If 
you are a vegetable gardener 
like me, you know that the rec-
ommendations on when to plant 
various crops are typically tied 
to the average date of the last 
spring frost in your region. 

The recommendation for 
tomatoes, for example, is to 
set them out in the garden two 
weeks after the average date of 
the last spring frost. That, in 
turn, determines when I sow the 
tomato seeds indoors – I plant 
tomatoes eight weeks before I 
want to plant them out. 

According to the NOAA 
map, the average date of the last 
spring frost on my chilly hilltop 
in western Massachusetts is 
May 10. Add two weeks to that, 
and I should be planting out my 
tomato seedlings on May 24. 
If I subtract eight weeks from 
May 24, I know that I should 

plant the seeds in the last week 
of March.

I know, however, that the 
last frost date map does not ac-
curately reflect anymore what 
happens in my garden in the 
average year. It’s too conser-
vative, and probably delays my 
planting by as much as a week. 

Given that my garden has a 
short and cool growing season, 
delaying my tomato harvest by 
a week means fewer fruits will 
ripen before fall’s cool weather 
kills the vines. As it is, I have 
to grow special varieties of to-
matoes to get a satisfactory har-
vest. 

Over the years, I’ve tried a 
number of different varieties 
recommended for cool climates 
and have found I get the best 
results with a Czech heirloom 
tomato, “Stupice.” This bears 
relatively small two-inch fruits, 

but their flavor is good and 
“Stupice” bears abundantly in 
my garden. 

I’ve also had adequate re-
sults with some of the tomatoes 
developed for cool climates 
by Dr. James Baggett at Ore-
gon State University such as 
“Siletz,” which bears bigger 
fruits, though of lesser quality 
than “Stupice.” 

This year, I’ll also be trying 
another Oregon state tomato, 
“Legend,” which is supposed to 
be resistant to late blight, a fun-
gal disease that is particularly 
troublesome in my cool, usually 
moist plot.

Where does the inaccuracy 
of the frost date map leave me? 
I am torn between being bold 
and planting earlier than it rec-
ommends, and playing it safe 
and getting a delayed, lesser 
harvest.

Typically, I’ll admit, I play 
it safe. For along with an ear-
lier arrival of spring, climate 
change has brought erratic, 
unpredictable weather. An av-
erage is just that — an average 
— and what happens in any par-
ticular year is likely to be dif-
ferent. I don’t want to nurture 
my tomato seedlings indoors 
for eight weeks and then have 
them killed by a late frost.

To obtain seeds of tomatoes 
adapted to cool climates, I rec-
ommend Tomato Growers Sup-
ply Company of Fort Myers, 
Florida (https://tomatogrowers.
com/). Starting from seed is, of 
course, more trouble than pick-
ing up whatever seedlings are 
on sale at the local garden cen-
ter, but I’ll discuss the advan-
tages of growing your own from 
scratch in my next column.

Be-a-Better-Gardener is a 
community service of Berkshire 
Botanical Garden, located in 
Stockbridge, MA. Its mission, to 
provide knowledge of gardening 
and the environment through 
a diverse range of classes and 
programs, informs and inspires 
thousands of students and visi-
tors each year. Thomas Christo-
pher is a volunteer at Berkshire 
Botanical Garden and is the au-
thor or co-author of more than 
a dozen books, including Na-
ture into Art and The Gardens 
of Wave Hill (Timber Press, 
2019). He is the 2021 Garden 
Club of America’s National 
Medalist for Literature, a dis-
tinction reserved to recognize 
those who have left a profound 
and lasting impact on issues 
that are most important to the 
GCA. Tom’s companion broad-
cast to this column, Growing 
Greener, streams on WESUFM.
org, Pacifica Radio and NPR 
and is available at his website, 
https://www.thomaschristoph-
ergardens.com/podcast.

Growing tomatoes in the age of climate change

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO    
Considering climate change, it may be necessary to grow special varieties of tomatoes to get a satisfactory harvest.

Be A Better Gardener
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles
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GLASS        PLASTIC       CANS

2381 Rt. 9W, Ravena
Next to Family Dollar

WE ACCEPT ALL N.Y.STATE DEPOSITS
— Approaching 1 year in business July 9th, 2019 —

Drop Off Service
NO Waiting at Machines
We Count for You!
Want to Help with Raising Money — 
FUNDRAISERS
Will Assist with Picking Up 
for Fundraisers

We PAY the Extra Penny 
on All NY State Deposit 

Cans/Bottles

*Must place window order 
by October 30th, 2019! 

Invest in your 
home's energy 
efficiency this fall 
and save at GNH! 
For a limited time 
only, 2200 Series 
Smarter Windows
Double Hung 
Replacements are
ONLY $169.OO! 

Visit GNH to 
learn more.

Greenville · Windham · Latham
www.GNHlumber.com
0% financing to credit qualified

Invest in Energy Efficient Double 
Hung Windows This Fall and SAVE!

Open 7 days a week from 10am-5pm
(518) 731-6196  •  Cty Rt 26, Climax, NY  12042

Follow us
on Facebook(1/2 Mile on left off Rte. 81  —  Red Barns on Hill)

, LLC
Sweet Cider and Our Own Cider Donuts!
16 Varieties of Apples Still on the Stand!

Pies on the Weekends!
       Squash, Vegetables, 

Local Maple Syrup & Honey, 
Jams & Jellies.

ORDER YOUR
THANKSGIVING 

PIES
BY NOV. 24th

We Now Carry Local Grass Fed Beef!

On the 
stand:

Qualifi ed households may now 
apply for Home Energy Assistance 
Pro¬gram (HEAP) grants, a feder-
ally funded program that provides 
both reg¬ular and emergency fi -
nancial assistance to help pay heat-
ing and utility bills. 

The grants are available 
through local Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) offi ces and 
Offi ces for the Aging. Customers 
of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP bene-
fi t toward their ac¬count will also 
be issued a monthly credit on their 
bill for a max¬imum of 12 months 
based on service type and amount 
of HEAP benefi t.

“We’re pleased to offer addi-
tional assistance to families who 
may be struggling and depend on 
HEAP benefi ts, and encourage all 
eligible households to apply,” said 
Anthony Campagiorni, Vice Pres-
ident of Customer Services and 
Regulatory Affairs.

Campagiorni explained that 
qualifi ed families using electric-
ity or natural gas as their primary 
heating source may receive a reg-
ular HEAP benefi t $350 or more, 
depending on family income and 
size guidelines, applied toward 
their Central Hudson account. 

“In addition to these grants, eli-
gible customers will also receive a 
credit on their utility bills that pro-
vide further assistance in lowering 
their energy costs,” said Campa-
giorni. 

The bill credit is based on the 
type of heating source and income 
level. 

He added that qualifi ed house-
holds receiving a HEAP benefi t for 
non-utility heating fuels such as 
oil, propane, wood/wood pellets, 
kero¬sene, coal or corn are also el-
igible for a monthly credit on their 
electric or non-heating gas bill. 

“We’re happy to provide bill 
discounts to customers who heat 
with these fuels, as well,” said 
Campagiorni. 

Customers should email their 
HEAP Notice of Decision Letter to 
Central Hudson at CareUnit@cen-
hud.com to be enrolled and receive 
the bill credit.

Regular HEAP grants for the 
fall and upcoming winter are avail-
able between now and Mar. 16, 
2020, or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available between Jan. 2 and 
Mar. 16, 2020. These benefi ts are 
designed to meet an eligible house-
hold’s immediate energy needs.

An additional benefi t, the 
Heating Equipment Repair or Re-
placement (HERR) program, is 
available to assist income quali-
fi ed homeowners in repairing or 
replacing their primary heating 
equipment when the systems are 
inoper¬able or unsafe. Appli-
cations for HERR are accepted 
through Sept. 30, 2020, or until the 
funding is ex¬hausted.

To apply for HEAP and HERR 
benefi ts, customers may contact 
their local DSS offi ce, call (800) 
342-3009, or visit www.mybene-
fi ts.ny.gov. In¬dividuals who are 
60 and older and do not receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts may 
contact their local Offi ce for the 
Aging to learn of the eligibil¬ity 
requirements by calling 800-342-
9871 or by visiting www.aging.
ny.gov.

For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements 
and benefi ts, visit www.Central-
Hudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.
ny.gov/programs/heap/program.
asp; and for more on all of Central 
Hudson’s assistance and billing 
programs, visit www.CentralHud-
son.com, and click on “My Ac-
count.” 

Home heating assistance 
grants now available

HUDSON — Medical and community leaders joined in Hudson 
recently to unveil state-of-the-art 3D breast biopsy technology that 
offi cials at Columbia Memorial Health say will signifi cantly improve 
the diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for breast cancer patients 
Greene and Columbia counties. 

The stereotactic 3D biopsy system, known as Affi rm, will pro-
vide more precise targeting of tissue abnormalities identifi ed through 
CMH’s 3D mammography capabilities, yielding earlier and more 
accurate detection of breast cancer. The technology was acquired 
through the generosity of community members who contributed to 
the Columbia Memorial Health Foundation.

“This life-saving 3D biopsy technology, paired with our 3D mam-
mography service, provides our patients with the most advanced diag-
nostic care available in locations that are comfortable, convenient and 
close to home,” said CMH President and CEO Jay P. Cahalan.

In addition to offering 3D mammography and 3D biopsy services, 
CMH has signifi cantly augmented its radiology and pathology exper-
tise through its affi liation with Albany Medical Center. The Albany 
Med and CMH radiology and pathology services are now fully inte-
grated, which means that mammograms, and all imaging and diagnos-
tic studies, are interpreted by the region’s leading experts.

 “Each year in the U.S. more than 268,000 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer,” said Tariq Gill, M.D., chief of Radiology at CHM. 
“This technology, now available right here in our community, is a tre-
mendous step forward in our ability to detect and diagnose early stage 
breast cancer, signifi cantly improving the likelihood of successful 
treatment.” 

Columbia Memorial Health Foundation Vice Chair Anne Scho-
maker said: “This technology is truly a gift of life made possible 
through the tremendous generosity of our donors. We are grateful be-
yond words to our supporters who continue to rally around CMH to 
ensure its essential mission can continue and expand.”

CMH unveils 
3D biopsy technology

HANNACROIX — The Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, which is lo-
cated on Route 411 in Dormansville/Westerlo, is seeking donations for 
the 2020 mowing expense for the cemetery.  

Whether you have a loved one buried there or would just like to 
give a donation, it would be greatly appreciated, organizers said. They 
also thank all who have helped in the past. 

Organizers need your help to keep the cemetery maintained. Contri-
butions can be sent to: Hannacroix Rural Cemetery, C/O Linda Smith, 
Treasurer, 115 State Route 143, Westerlo, New York 12193.

Hannacroix Rural 
Cemetery seeks 2020 

mowing donations

The future of our country depends 
on the ability of journalists to 
provide the public with 
investigative journalism.

Help show your support for quality,
investigative journalism:

Donate to the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists today

https://donate.icij.org/

Real, Reputable, 
Trusted. Your News 
Media.

www.newsmediaalliance.org 

THIS PUBLICATION 
SUPPORTS REAL 
NEWS.

THE PUBLIC NEEDS THE TRUTH;
NOT SOCIAL MEDIA HEADLINES & FAKE NEWS.

#SupportRealNews
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By Russell Gloor
For Capital Region Independent Media

Dear Rusty: I’m 60 years of age 
and wonder if I will have any Social 
Security retirement benefits. After all, 
I did purchase them. 

Signed: Uncertain 
Dear Uncertain: Your eligibility 

for Social Security benefits depends 
upon your lifetime earnings history 
from work, from which Social Secu-
rity FICA taxes were withheld. If you 
have worked, contributed to SS while 
working, and have earned at least 40 
“quarters” of credit, you will be enti-
tled to Social Security benefits. 

You can earn up to four cred-
its each year by earning a specific 
amount of money, which means you 
must have worked for about 10 years 
contributing to Social Security in or-
der to be eligible for Social Security 
benefits. For 2022, you will get four 
credits if you earn at least $6,040 (the 
amount needed per credit varies by 
year). 

The amount of benefit you will get 
depends upon your average month-
ly earnings (adjusted for inflation) 
over the highest-earning 35 years of 
your lifetime. The higher your annual 
earnings (from which FICA tax was 
withheld), the more your SS benefit 
will be. 

But you must have worked, 
earned and contributed to SS for at 
least 35 years to get your maximum 
benefit. SS always uses 35 years of 
earnings to compute your benefit and 
if you have fewer, they will put $0 
earnings in some years to make it 35. 
They will use the monthly average 
of those 35 years to determine your 
primary benefit (known as your “Pri-
mary Insurance Amount” or “PIA,” 
which is what you get at your full re-
tirement age (FRA).  

You cannot collect your personal 
SS retirement benefit until you are at 
least 62 years old, but if you claim at 
that age your benefit will be perma-
nently reduced by 30%. You can only 
get your full SS benefit by waiting 
until your full retirement age (age 67 
for you) to claim your Social Security. 
Claiming any earlier means a smaller 
benefit, but you can also delay longer 
and earn Delayed Retirement Cred-
its (DRCs) up to age 70, when your 
maximum benefit would be 24% 
more than it would be at your FRA. 
You have an eight-year window to 
claim your Social Security, and when 
you claim within that window deter-
mines how much of your primary SS 
benefit you will get. 

If you claim before your FRA and 
you continue to work, Social Security 
places a limit on how much you can 
earn before they take away some of 
your benefits. For example, someone 
who claims at age 63 in 2022 would 
have an annual earnings limit of 
$19,560, and if that were exceeded, 
SS would take away benefits equal 
to $1 for every $2 over the limit (a 
monthly limit may be imposed if you 
claim mid-year). The earnings limit 
applies until FRA is reached, after 
which there is no longer a limit to 
how much can be earned. 

The easiest way to determine your 
eligibility for Social Security benefits 
and how much that benefit would be 
at different ages is to obtain a State-
ment of Estimated Benefits from 
the Social Security Administration. 
You can request that by calling SS at 
1-800-772-1213, but you can also get 
it yourself by creating your personal 
“my Social Security” online account 
at www.ssa.gov/myaccount. 

Once you have created your per-
sonal online account you can see your 
lifetime record of earnings and down-
load your Statement of Estimated 
Benefits to understand whether you 
are entitled to Social Security benefits 
and, if so, how much your benefit will 
be if claimed at various ages. 

This article is intended for infor-
mation purposes only and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and interpre-
tations of the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Associa-
tion (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not af-
filiated with or endorsed by the So-
cial Security Administration or any 
other governmental entity. To submit 
a question, visit our website (amac-
foundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory) or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.org.

Will I have 
any Social 
Security 
benefits?

Social 
Security 
Matters
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